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BvAuxandw  Frsan  and  Russell  Jenkins 


A  :  LEADING  *  independent 
television  executive  took  an 
extraordinary  .  'stand  against 
sleaze  yesterday  by  banning 
Hollywood  Loiter^  , -a;  primes 
time  documentary  series. ex¬ 
pected  to  attract  huge  ratings. 

V  Bruce  GyngeO,  the  manag¬ 
ing director  of ^  Yorkshire  lynei- 
Toes  Television  who  last  year 
launched  a  crusade  against . 
sex  and  violence  '  on  $creai/ 
has  withdrawn  the  four-part 


ules  and  replaced,  it  with^an 
Alau  Whicker  trav£jogue.Tfre 
company,  winch  serves «ght. 

-  and  a  half  nrifiion ' -vie»m/ 
said,  that  several:  sequences 
were  unsuitable.^  vy. .  V  •; 

Mr  .fGygiwffis  s &ixt  Was 
praised  .- .  by;  Virginia 
BottondeyrfttfWgrft^Secre- 
tary.who  said:  rx  am.  grtady, 
encouraged  ..by  ifre  way.  io- 

which  regulators,  programme- 
makers  and  broadcasters  are 
responding  Lo  the  public  mood 
and  setting  an  exampfe.7  But 
die  rrtdve  has  angered  some 
other.  ITV  executives  ndip  • 
believe  tbe  .  regional  com- 
paries  need  to  show  a  united 
front  ‘  in.  the:  face.,  erf- 
unprecendented  scrutiny  on 
matters  of  taste  and  dereiky:, > 
All  the  other  regions  wifi  show 
the  programme  aftexTfae  9pm 
family  viewing  Watershed  on 
Wednesday.  v  J"  .  ..  •  ^  •  7. 

Hollywood  :Lovers  is  the 
fourth  in  a  seriestbaJ-started 
in  1993-  with  ; Hollywood, 
Women.  That  attracted ;  aii. .' 
audience  of  nearly  12-m31km 
— one  of  the  bluest  audiences, 
for  a  documentary;  pro¬ 
gramme  —  and  was  followed 
by  Hollywood  fi'to  whrii, 
received  a  Bafta  nomination, 
Hollywood  Men ,  and  Holly¬ 
wood  Pets..  All  attracted  aikfr-- 
ends  in  excess  of  30  millipn. 

:  Ut  banning  Hnffjwood  Ibv- 


erx.Jfci 

tobayen 


trailing  for 
Whidcer 

geil  ^understood 
dcjltD  a  detailed 


prawsteie  earned  out  an  -fit-7 
male  genitalia  arid  to.  have 
fefflted  a'segopneie  depicting 
Mad  High  CIA,  which 
.hires  out  private  planes 
equipped  with  double  beds. 

.  '•  Mr  Gyngeflbad  already, 
banned  :  several  late-night 
shows  sudv  as  TheGood  Sex 
Guide,  the  dating  game  Cotts 
Gift, and  the.sey  quizr  Canted 
Knowledge  from  his.  region's 
schedules.  But  tins  is. the-. first., 
tira^tbal  he  las-  banned1 
prime-time  programme,  and 
nis  company  —  which,  has 
.paid  about  02X000  towards 
the  costs  of  Hollywood  Lovers 
—  is  expected  Jo  lose  advertis¬ 
ing  revenue  as  a  result 
ClaireRayner,  who  worked 
as  theagony  tomt  for  TVam  - 
breakfast  show  for  seven 
yens,  said  that  Mr  Gyngell 
had  ajgut  feeling*  for  what 
jbepub&wbuld  tolerate.  "The 
profefefojwe  ate  dealing  with 
here  is  that  people  don't  seem 
fo  faww/tiic  difference  be- 
tween  m«aEty  and  tastc.£y: 
all  iriearispeqple  can  say-T' 
donff  want, this  programme 


because  it  is  cniddy*  so  long  as 
he  doesn't  dress  it  up  fay 
calfing  it  morality  ”  she  said. 

Geraid  Kaufman.  the  Lab- 
tarn  chairman  of  the  National 
Heritage  .  Sdect  Committee, 
agreed.' Tnjere  is  very  great 
deal  of  .  trash  going  out  on 
.  television,  this  seems  as  if  it 
may  be  just  such  (rash.  I  have 
no  objection  to  it  being  shown 
,  and  no  objection  to  it  being 
prevented  man  being  shown.** 
•  But  MaiyWbftehouse.  hon¬ 
orary  president  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Viewers  and  Listeners 
Association,  said  th at  Mr 
Gyngell  was  to  be  congratulat¬ 
ed.  “He  is'sameooe  who  has 
shown  quite  a  sharp  mind  in 
these  matters.”  He  also  ap¬ 
pealed  to  have  the  support  of 
some  viewers  in, the  Yorkshiie- 
TVneTees  region.  In  a  teie- 
phone  poll  run  by  The  York¬ 
shire  .  Post,  320 .  callers 
supported Mr  GyngdTS  cam¬ 
paign  and  cmfe  38against. 

7  But.  David  Green,  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  September 
Rims  which  madeHodywood 
Lovers,  accused  Mr  Gyrigell  of 
-  censorship  and  of  “living  in  a 
television  Jurassic  Park”. 
There  was  nothing  in  the 
programing  that  cook)  not  be 
shown  in  children’s  hour,  he 
said.  “At  a  time  when  there  are 
important  television  issues  to 
fight  about  such,  as  violence, 
its  astonishing  that  a  pro¬ 
gramme  that  is  pore  entertain¬ 
ment  should  be  banned. There 
is  nothing  very  intellectually 
profound  in  it,  but  h  has  a  very 
sharp  ironic  edge:" 

And  a  senior  TTV  source 
saidihat  many  in  . the  industry, 
.including  advertisers,  regard¬ 
ed  the  decision  as  ridiculous. 
There  .  is  k  nothing  in  these 
programmes  that  would  dam¬ 
age  or  harm  Mr  Gyngell^ 
'audience,”  hie  said. 
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Emergency  feeding  for  starving  swans,  geese  and  dudes  at  Fairburn  lngs.  North  Yorkshire,  yesterday.  A  ban  on  wildfowl  shooting  has  been  mooted 

Europe-wide  freeze  claims  200  lives 


•  By  Michael  Horsneix. 

Susan  Bell  and 
Mark  Henderson 

THE  big  chill  that  has  killed 
more  than  200  people  across 
Europe  is  expected  to  persist 
over  the  weekend,  although 
forecasters  expect  the  easterly 
winds  responsible  for  the  sub¬ 
zero  temperatures  to  relent 
next  week. 

The  weekend's  sporting  pro¬ 
gramme  has  been  devastated 
and  travel  all  over  the  Conti¬ 
nent  has  been  disrupted,  with 
breakdown  and  rescue  ser¬ 
vices  stretched  to  the  limit.  In 
the  South  of  France,  30.000 
travellers  were  stranded  as  the 
region  came  to  a  standstill 
Ten  thousand  people  spent 
Thursday  night  trapped  in 
their  cars,  trains,  railway  sta¬ 
tions  or  camping  out  in  emer- 


Critics  call  for  humiliated 

ightened after offitialBank  'V.  .  .  v 

sSSiS  England  to  return  home 


pears  of  an  interest  rates  rise 
heightened  after  offitial  Bank 
Of  England  figures  dEsefosed 
that  personal  borrowing  rose 
by.  a  record  El.f'biffiori  in 
November.  The  Government 
attempted  to  play  down  fears 
of  a  runaway  7  consumer 
boom ; — 21 

Spread  the  word 

Preadteis  aje  hivited  today  to 
submit  sermons  for  tibe 
Preacher  of  ihe  Year  sward, 
sponsored  fry  The  Tbmes  atyd 
organised  'by-fee  College  of 
preachers:  This  jear.preach- 
ers  will  be  permitted  to  submit 
tapesr7-......"i — .:...-~.7Page8 


By  ocot  Sports  Statp 

-  A  CHORUS  <rf  critionn  greete' 
ed  England's  final  cricketing 
humfleation  in  Zuhbabwe  last' 
ni^iL.^ There  were  calls  foar  ihe 
captaincy,  to  be  frdoen  frbm 
Michael  Albertan  and  evenfor 
the  rest  of  the  tour.  to  J^Iewr 
Zeafaiuitobeabaridaied.'  :: 

England  ware,  cxudiaf  by ' 
131  runs  iniJariue,  bowled  out 
for  118  after  Eddo  Brand  es, 

-  chicken  former  and  part-time 
cricketer,  took  a  sensatkfoal 
hat-tridfcThe  defeat  gsweZimr 
babwe  tite  .  tm&day  intetna- 
tioaal  series  by  a  dear  3-&' 

Brandes  fimshed'  with  five 
■for  '38  after  wraipig  En- 
.  giand'S  top  order,  taking  the 
wickets  of  Nick  Knight,  John 
Crswiey  and  Nasser  Hussain. 

Hnsuccessive  balls..  ... 

->  At  one  stage  Ariienon’s  side 
’wfere  in  danger  of  failing  to 
:  pass  their  lowest  ever  one-day 
'-pfefTMtirina] ..  total  of  _  93. 
against  Australia  at  Heading- 
fey  in:1975.  The  England  party 
is  to  teave  for  f>few  Zealand  . 
^  today;  hut  yesterday^  result 
■  leaves the^ four  ifrjcrisis. 

V  KU  Gash.  Toty  MP  for 

.  Sfaffbrd,  de^ribed  the  Jeam^ 

•  paformance  as  ‘‘abysmal",  • 
-adding;  “English  cricket  has 
'readied  a  new  low:  We  have  to  ■ 


Michael  Atherton  and  manager  John  Barclay  yesterday 


shake  the  whole  thing  up  and 
produce  some  new  takrn.” 
Geofb^y  Boycott,  the  former 

^  .  - J  iiWhh 


HnM *  »  •  ■■■■  a  " — <7  — 

ftjfltngal  for  a  bit  of  golf  and  a 
bit  of  running  about  prepara¬ 
tion  for  a  winter  cricket  tour.” 
he  said. 

Former  England  captains 
also  joined  in  the  criticism. 
Brian  Close  said:  This  was 
supposed  to  be  the  best-pre¬ 
pared  team  we  have  ever  sent 
on  tour.  They  want  their 
backsides  kicking.  I  don't 


know  what  you  can  do  with 
them.”  Bob  Willis  believes 
Atherton's  days  as  captain 
.  may  be  numbered.  "He  will 
see  out  the  tour,  but  after  that 
he  may  resign,  or  be  sacked.” 

Atherton  himself  was  blood¬ 
ied  but  unbowed.  “You  have 
two  options:  you  give  up  or 
you  fight  on.  and  I  see  no  paint 
in  myself  or  the  players  giving 
up.  We  have  die  second  leg  of 
file  lour  coming  up.  and  we 
will  be  trying  our  best  to  put 
tilings  right. 

Report,  page  40 


gcncy  shelters  set  up  in 
schools,  barracks  and  sports 
centres. 

In  Britain,  fresh  snowfalls 
and  temperatures  as  low  as 
-IOC  have  led  to  the  postpone¬ 
ment  of  12  of  today’s  FA  Cup 
ties,  while  others  are  depen¬ 
dent  on  late  pitch  inspections. 
Rugby  and  raring  wflj  also  be 
severely  hit  and  the  World 
Booh  Sticks  Championship  in 
Oxfordshire  has  been  post¬ 
poned  until  March  because 
the  Thames  has  frozen  over. 

But  with  Scotland  enjoying 
a  sunny  4C  (39F),  record 
numbers  of  skiers  and 
snowboard ers  are  expected  to 
lake  advantage  of  the  excellent 
conditions  ar  the  country's  five 
winter  resorts. 

The  death  loll  from  the  cold 
snap  continued  to  rise  yester¬ 
day.  adding  to  the  problems  at 


mortuaries  already  over¬ 
crowded  because  the  ground 
is  too  hard  to  bury  the  dead.  In 
Bucharest  where  50  people 
have  died  in  the  cold,  the  main 
mortuary  has  120  corpses  in 
an  area  normally  ser  aside  for 
40.  In  Bonn,  gravediggers 
used  pneumatic  drills  to  pene¬ 
trate  foe  frozen  earth  and  in 
Leipzig  glowing  coals  are 
being  used  to  soften  the 
ground. 

Yesterday's  victims  includ¬ 
ed  four  people  killed  in  Spain 
when  a  bus  overturned  on  the 
ice,  injuring  another  22. 

Two  elderly  German  tour¬ 
ists  died  of  heart  failure  while 
stranded  by  the  snow'  in 
southeastern  France,  and 
another  man  froze  to  death 
after  falling  on  ice  in  a 
Brittany  wood,  taking  the  lota! 
number  killed  by  the  cold  in 


Israeli  coalition  at 
risk  over  Hebron 

From  Ross  Dunn-  in  Jerusalem 


1  THE  Israeli  Prime  Minister. 
I  Binyamin  Netanyahu,  has 
wanted  elements  in  his  coali¬ 
tion  that  he  will  form  a 
government  with  the  Labour 
opposition  if  they  do  not 
support  him  over  Hebron. 

He  made  the  threat  when  it 
began  to  seem  possible  that  he 
might  nor  get  a  majority  in  the 
Cabinet  to  approve  an  accord 
transferring  mast  of  the  West 
Bank  town  to  Palestinian  seif 
rule.  ■ 

Mr  Netanyahu’S  threat 
came  as  it  became  dear  that  a 
further  two  ministers  in  the 
fundamentalist  religious  Shas 
Party,  as  well  as  his  Justice 
Minister,  would  abstain  in  the 
vote  approving  the  deal  if  a 
hanfer  line  were  not  taken 
with  the  Palestinians.  Earlier, 
seven  ministers  had  warned 
the  Prime  Minister  that  he 
could  nor  rely  on  their  vote. 

As  the  debate  over  Hebron 
continued  yesterday,  tensions 
rose  in  the  West  Bank.  More 
than  200  Jewish  settlers  estab¬ 
lished  mobile  homes  on  a 
hillside  outside  Ramallsh  in 
an  anempt  to  extend  their 
settlement.  They  agreed  later 
fa  move.  But  a  settlers'  spokes¬ 
man  said  they  planned  to  open 
negotiations  with  the  Isreali 


military  about  starting  to 
build  on  the  land. 

In  Gaza  City.  Nabi)  Abu 
Rudeina,  a  Palestinian  Au¬ 
thority  spokesman,  warned 
Israel  against  any  new  build¬ 
ing  for  Jewish  settlers.  He 
demanded  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  should  remove  immed¬ 
iately  the  settlers  "whose 
actions  seriously  threaten  the 
peace  process". 

Earlier  this  week.  Mr 
Netanyahu  told  some  of  his 
coalition  partners  that  he 
would  haw  to  think  of  forging 
a  national  unity  government 
with  Shimon  Peres’s  party  if 
the  governing  majority  “con¬ 
tinues  to  be  so  irresponsible. 

"I  cannot  get  anything 
passed  with  such  a  majority." 
Mr  Netanyahu  said  just  be¬ 
fore  it  emerged  that  as  many 
as  ten  of  18  ministers  in  the 
Cabinet  would  tom  against 
him  over  the  Hebron  issue. 
Seven  haw  said  openly  that 
they  would  rote  against  the 
accord  and  an  eighth.  Tzachi 
Hanegbi,  the  Justice  Minister, 
has  said  he  w  ould  join  them  if 
the  Palestinians  did  not  agree 
to  hand  over  terrorists  wanted 
for  attacks  against  Israelis. 

Attack  planned,  page  10 


France  since  Christmas  Eve  to 
25. 

Two  skiers,  one  Dutch  and 
one  German,  died  in  separate 
avalanches  in  Switzerland, 
where  the  weather  service  has 
issued  warnings  after  heavy 
snowfalls  followed  by  rising 
temperatures. 

The  weather  may  also  have 
contributed  to  the  death  of  the 
musician  David  Hartigan. 
who  was  found  collapsed  in 
snowr  in  Cheshire  after  spend¬ 
ing  the  weekend  at  Sir  Hardy 
Amies's  country  home.  He  is 


believed  to  have  had  a  brain 
haemorrhage.  In  the  Ukraine, 
six  new  year  revellers  froze  to 
death  after  falling  asleep  out¬ 
side.  In  Warrington,  however, 
a  shcltie  dog  saved  the  life  of  a 
teenager  who  lay  for  five 
hours  in  an  alley  50  yards 
from  his  home.  The  dog. 
Gizmo,  ran  hack  to  his  home 
and  alerted  his  owners,  who 
followed  him  back  to  the  alley 
Continued  on  page  2.  col  4 

Shooting  ban.  page  4 
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No  radio  this  small 
ever  sounded  so  big. 

Introducing  die  Bose *  Wave*  radio. 

Enjoy  the  distinct  sound  of  strings  in  your  kitchen.  Or  die 
full  orchestra  in  your  bedroom.  The  new  Bose  Wave  radio  fills 
any  room  with  rich,  clear,  unexpectedly  lifelike  sound.  But  you 
won’t  find  this  mull  wonder  in  any  store.  The  Wave  radio  is 
only  available  direct  from  Bose.  For  a  free  information  pack, 
simply  send/fax  die  coupon  below  or  call  us  freephone  on: 

0800  022  044 


When  calling,  please  quote  the  reference  number  2634 
Hearing  reafly  is  believing. 

To  audition  die  Wave  radio  in  your  own  home  for  14  days, 
satisfaction  guaranteed,  simply  call  us  freephone  and  discover 
why  Sky  News  said,  “This  box  of  tricks  sounds  like  a  full 
orchestra.” 

Enjoy  big,  lifelike  sound  at  horn*. 
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Jbycott  planned  as  prisoner  in  ‘Dunblane9  pledge  is  freed 


Parents  shun  threatened  schools 


By  Stephen  Farrell 


•  GET  FIT  FOR  FREE 

Every  reader  can  enjoy  up  to  6  free 
days  in  a  health  club 

•  EAT  YOURSELF  SLIM 

Your  healthy  diet  for  life 

•  PLUS  £40,000  worth  of  club 
memberships  to  be  won 


PARENTS  wre  planning  to 
withhold  theii  children  from 
schools  yesteriay  after  a  vio¬ 
lent  prisoner  vho  threatened 
to  "do  a  Dtnblane"  was 
released  from  prison. 

Mothers  of  children  in 
Eltham,  southeast  London, 
demanded  nghterjjg&r'CvUh 
tP/yy(_ar5<rsE?i,i3avid  Jennings, 
JOSo’"  has  convictions  for 
assault  and  possessing  a  fire¬ 
arm  in  a  pubUc  place. 

Jennings.  50.  was  freed  from 
Swaleside  Prison,  Kent,  at 
730am  the  day  after  Green¬ 
wich  council  won  an  emergen¬ 
cy  injunction  banning  him 
from  schools  and  council 
buildings.  He  was  immediate¬ 
ly  driven  away  in  a  van  under 
police  guard. 

The  former  soldier,  a  father 
of  ten  children,  admits  that  he 
made  the  "Dunblane"  threat 
to  a  prison  chaplain  at  High 
Pbint  Prison,  Suffolk,  last  year 
while  serving  a  30-month  sen¬ 
tence  for  assaulting  a  social 
worker.  He  insisted  that  it  was 
not  a  serious  threat,  but  that 
he  was  simply  angry,  at  social 


£ 


Parents  atone  Greenwich  school  sign  a  petition  urging  legal  action  against  Jennings 


services  for  not  arranging  a 
visit  from  his  son.  I 
Schools  were  warded  of  his 
threats  in  a  letter  from  Green¬ 
wich  Education  Service  on 
December  19.  Parents  of 
pupils  ar  one  unnamed  prima¬ 
ry  school,  formerly  attended 
by  his  children.  Refused  to 
send  them  back  j«hen  term 


begins  next  week.  Building 
contractors  were  inside  the 
school  yesterday,  hut  the  coun¬ 
cil  refused  to  discuss  security 
measures.  Parents  say  that 
they  have  been  promised  pan¬ 
ic  buttons  and  security 
cameras. 

Shirley  Barnes.  41.  said: 
“Everyone  is  petrified.  They 


told  us  not  to  worry,  but  how 
can  you  not?  My  boy  is  not 
going  there  until  I  know  what 
is  happening.  Nobody  is  send¬ 
ing  their  children  back." 

Scores  of  residents  signed  a 
petition  in  local  shops  urging 
the  council  to  take  legal  action. 
The  council  confirmed  yester¬ 
day:  “We  have  issued  security 


lidelines  to  evety  ' school  in 
u»e  borough.  Any  school 
where  we  have  had  particular 
concerns  has  been  visited  by 
our  security  staff  and  the 
police  and.  if  they  have  recom¬ 
mended  any  measures,  that 
has  been  taken  on  board."  _ 

The  interim  injunction 
granted  at  rite  High  Court  on 
Thursday  will  stay  in  force 
until  a- full  hearing  on  Mon¬ 
day,  at  which  Jennings  will 
contest  a  250-yard  exclusion 
zone  around-some  schools  and 
council  buildings.  He  claims 
that  the  measures  are  unnec¬ 
essarily  onerous  •  and  would 
stop  him  livings  normal  iife  in 
an  area  where  he  has  lived  for 
25  years. 

Jennings’s  second  wife; 
Samantha,  refused  to  answer 
questions  yesterday  at  her 
home  in  Abbey  Wood,  Green¬ 
wich,  after  saying  earlier  that 
her  family  would  be  forced  to 
move  from  the  area. 

His- mother.  Dorothy,  from 
Charlton,  said:  “I  haven't 
heard  from  him  today  and  I 
didnY .  even  know  he  was 
getting  out  We  get  onweiL  but 
I  do  not  think  he  will  come 
here." 


THE  ROAD 
TO  WEMBLEY 

Manchester  United 
v  Tottenham. 
Rob  Hughes  at 
Old  Trafford  for 
the  FA  Cup 


Official 
Solicitor 
takes  up 
abuse  case 


By  Dominic  Kennedy 


THE  Official  Solicitor  is  tak¬ 
ing  the  Government  to  the 
European  Court  of  Human 
Rights  over  “inhumane  treat¬ 
ment"  suffered  by  five  child¬ 
ren  abused  by  their  parents. 

Peter  Harris,  whose  role  is 
being  investigated  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  Lord  Mackay  of 
Clashfem.  over  a  film  deal  he 
agreed  about  the  murderer 
Frederick  West,  will  embar¬ 
rass  ministers  if  he  wins.  He  is 
acting  on  behalf  of  five  sisters 
and  brothers  who  are  trying  to 
sue  Bedfordshire  County 
Council  for  failing  to  protect 
them  from  their  parents.  Local 
authorities  could  face  huge 
claims  for  damages  from  oth¬ 
er  children  in  the  same  pos¬ 
ition  if  he  is  successful. 

The  House  of  Lords  upheld 
a  derision  to  strike  out  the 
case,  on  the  grounds  that 
councils  do  not  owe  a  duty  of 


Harris:  inquiry  into  role 


care  which  can  result  in  rivil 
action,  to  protect  all  young¬ 
sters  in  their  area  from  risk. 

The  youngsters,  now  aged 
between  seven  and  14.  suffered 
sustained  ill-treatment  and  ne¬ 
glect  from  their  parents  be¬ 
tween  1987  and  1992.  when 
they  were  under  ten. 

Despite  repeated  reports  of 
deprivation  by  the  police, 
neighbours,  relatives,  the 
NSPCC.  the  family  doctor,  a 
social  worker  and  a  health;, 
visitor,  the  council  allegedly 
did  not  take  effective  steps 
until  1992.  It  placed  them  on 
the  child  protection  register 
and  sought  care  orders. 


Graduates  lack  basic 
skills,  says  Shephard 


By  John  O’Leary,  education  editor 


STANDARDS  of  the  three  Rs 
among  graduates  are  causing 
concern,  Gillian  Shephard 
admitted  yesterday.  The  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Employment  Sec¬ 
retary.  launching  a  drive  to 
spread  the  Government’s 
"back  to  basics"  message 
throughout  the  education  sys¬ 
tem.  also  conceded  that  many 
school-leavers  were  suffering 
from  -  poor  literacy  and 
numeracy  training. 

Despite  the  millions  of 
pounds  devoted  to  raising 
basic  skills,  many  job  appli¬ 
cants  still  could  not  read 
satisfactorily,  she  said.  •  • 

.  JVfrs  Shephard,  jptd— the 
Worth  of  England  Education 
Conference,  in  Sheffield,  that 
she  would  act  in  the  next  few 
weeks  to  bring  together  the 
work  of  numerous  "jlgeftdtes 
covering  schools,  higher  edu¬ 
cation  and  the  Employment 
Service. 

She  acknowledged  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  employers,  who  are 


saying  in  increasing  numbers 
that  students  are  leaving  univ¬ 
ersity  poorly  equipped  in  liter¬ 
acy  and  numeracy.  A  national 
centre  due  to  open  later  this 
month  is  likely  to  be  given 
additional  responsibilities,  in¬ 
cluding  setting  targets  for 
improvement 

The  action  follows  an  inter¬ 
nal  review  of  the  various 
government-sponsored  pro¬ 
grammes.  which  concluded 
that  there  was  insufficient  co¬ 
ordination.  Some  initiatives 
were  found  to  overlap,  wast¬ 
ing  public  money. 

Measures  to  be  announced 
later  this  month  will  include 
refresher  courses  for  young 
people  who  leave  schools  with 
borderline  reading  skills.  Mrs 
Shephard  said;  “There  are 
many  who.  even  if  they  leave 
school  with  a  reasonable 
grasp  of  literacy  and 
numeracy,  could  find  them¬ 
selves  in  difficulty  again  by  the 
age  of  19  or  20  unless  their 


skills-  are  refreshed  and 
reinforced." 

The  minister  said  the  "battle 
for  basics”  now  ranged  from 
nursery  education  to  work- 
training.  There  was  scope  ,  for 
the  individuals  and  agencies 
involved  to  achieve  better 
results. 

A  small  biit  significant  mi¬ 
nority  of  young  people  faced  a 
bleak  future  after  leaving 
school  without  adequate  levels 
of  literacy  and  numeracy. 
About  100.000  teenagers  leave 
school  each  year  without,  a 
GCSE  pass  in  maths  or 
English.. 

-Law  basic  skills  dose  the 
door  on  a  life  of  learning  arid 
on  countless  job  opportunities. 
They  raise  levels' of  dependen¬ 
cy  and-  deny  access  to  the 
all-consuming-  technological 
revolution.”  Mrs  Shephard 
said.  "Employers  are  quite 
clear  in  their  view  about 
education.  Even  the  suitability 
of  graduates  is  doubted." 


Cabinet  support  for  Dorrell  puts  pressure  on  Clarke 


By  Arthur  Leathley 


CABINET  ministers  yester¬ 
day  intensified  pressure  on 
Kenneth  Clarke  to  take  a  more 
Euro-sceptical  position  as  they 
hacked  Stephen  Dorrell ’s  call 
for  a  shake-up  of  Britain’s 
relationship  with  Brussels. 

Malcolm  Rifkind.  the  For¬ 


eign  Secretary',  led  ministers 
in  supporting  his  proposal. 
However,  the  Cabinet  confu¬ 
sion  caused  by  Mr  DorrelTs 
move  was  underlined  when 
Mr  Rifkind  ad  mined  that  he 
had  telephoned  the  Health 
Secretary  at  home  on  Thurs¬ 
day  evening  to  clarify  the 
position  he  was  taking.  Mr 


Dorrell  "recognises,  as  does 
the  Cabinet  as  a  whole,  that  it 
[the  European  Union)  has  to 
be  more  than  a  free  trade  area, 
but  must  never  become  a 
European  state,"  Mr  Rifkind 
said.  The  Foreign  Secretary 
insisted  that  Mr  Dorrell “s 
stance  was  in  line  with  govern¬ 
ment  policy. 


Michael  Howard,  the  Home 
Secretary,  was  also  swift  to 
welcome  the  comments  made 
by  Mr  Dorrell.  previously 
considered  one  of  the  most 
Europhiie  ministers. 

However,  senior  Tories  pri¬ 
vately  admitted  that  Mr  Dor- 
rell’s  move  had  shifted  the 
ground  from  which  the  Gov¬ 


ernment  would  campaign. 
One  said:  "Dorrell  has 
changed  the  Cabinet's  centre 
of  gravity  on  Europe  and  it  is 
now  up  to  every  minister  to 
support  that. tine."  The  Chan¬ 
cellor  is  still  blocking  moves  to 
rule  out  Britain’s  joining  a 
single  European  currency  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  Parliament. 


Stress 


ToiyMP 
to  quit 


A  nmltfigafftipatoir  MP  an* 
nounced last  night  that  stress 
has  forced  him  to  stand  down 
from  thc  Continons  (Arthur 
Leathley  writes).  Barry  Field. 
Conservative.  MP  for  (be  Isle 
of  Wight  said  .that  he  bad 
made  his  decision  to  retire  at 
the  general  election  after 
receiving  medical  advice. 

Mr  Field,  (be  63rd  Tory 
MP  to  announce  he  is  stand¬ 
ing  down.  said:  “1  don't  fed 
representing  the  biggest  con¬ 
stituency  In  Britain  is  .  a  job 
you  rim  do  witboot  giving  110 


percent* 

Bail  appeal  lost 


Teacher  jailed 


A  teacher  has  been  jailed  for 
six  months  after  pleading 
guilty,  to  inciting  an  11-year- 
old  to  commit  an  ad  of  gross 
indecency.  Angela  Quinn,  26, 
of  Widncs,  Cheshire,  passed 
notes  to  a  pupil  suggesting 
they  have  sex.  Warrington 
Crown  Court  was  told. 


Lottery  cash  veto 


Girl  returns 


A  bride-lobe  has  been  forced 
to  postpone  her  'wedding 
plans  after-,  her  face  was 
mauled  by  a  rottweiler 
named  Tyson.  Helen  Doyle, 
2b  buried  her  head  in  snow 
to  prided  herself  during  the 
attack  on  New  Year's  Day  in 
Leeds. 


Planets  found 


9.00  AM 


WEDNESDAY 


8TH JANUARY 


THE  SALE. 


SALE  OPENING  HOURS: 

WEDNESDAY  KTH .  9AM  -  KPM.  THURSDAY  9TH 
AND  FRIDAY  HUH.  9 AM  -  7PM. 

SATURDAY  1ITH.  9 AM  -  8PM.  MONDAYS.  TUESDAYS 
AND  SATURDAYS  IJTH  TO  31ST. 

10 AM  -  tiPM.  WEDNESDAYS.  THURSDAYS  AND  FRIDAYS 
IJTH  TO  3 1  ST.  1 0.4 M  -  7PM 
LAST  DAY  SATURDAY  1ST  FEBRUARY.  9 AM  -  7PM. 
VISIT  THE  HARKODS  SALE  DURING 
THE  FIRST  FOUR  DAYS  AND  YOU  COULD  WIN 
A  VOLKSWAGEN  PASSAT  SPORT  2(1  V. 

( IITcr  >i|n-n  Eu  <  u-  -n;*-d  \!S  or  mif  purDu^r  r<_quiri  A. 

THERE  IS  ONLY  ONE  HARRODS. 

THERE  IS  ONLY  ONE  SALE. 
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Hamd\  LhL.  Kni^hhbridy.  hmdn"  Sll'IX  7XL.  Telephone  01 7 1-7 JO  Till. 


Shops  fight  for 
organic  market 


By  Robin  Young 


BRITAIN’S  biggest  confer- 


for 


ertce  on  organic  food  produc¬ 
tion  began  yesterday  with  a 
demand  from  Salisbury's  for 
more  organic  farming. 

It  has  recruited  ten  of  its 
conventional  produce  suppli¬ 
ers  to  attend  the  conference, 
and  said  that  it  hoped  the 
initiative  might  persuade 
more  suppliers  to  convert  to 
organic  production  to  help  to 
meet  demand  for  produce  free 
of  chemical  pesticides  and 
fertilisers. 

The  three-day  conference  at 
the  Royal  Agricultural  College 
in  Cirencester.  Wiltshire,  is 
organised  by  the  Soil  Associat¬ 
ed'  which  said  that  Britain’s 
S70  organic  farms  still  repre¬ 
sented  only  0.3  per  cent  of  the 
total  farmed  land.  In  Austria, 
a  tenth  of  farmed  land  is 


organic 


registered 
production. 

Tesco  have  a  trial  promo¬ 
tion  in  which  13  lines  of 
organic  produce  are  being 
sold  at  the  same  price  as  the 
conventional  products  in  other 
stores.  Demand  has  increased 
by  half  in  the  South  East 
stores  where  the  experiment  is 
in  operation. 

Safeway  has  been  able  to 
meet  demand  for  organic  fruit 
and  vegetables  by  Importing 
almost  two-thirds  of  them. 

The  top  12  organic  products 
are:  1.  Fruit  juices:  2.  Carrots; 
3.  Semi-skimmed  milk:  4. 
Free-range  eggs:  5.  Kiwi  fruit; 
t>.  Lemice:  7.  Avocado;  8. 
Cheese:  9.  Mini-cucumbers; 
10.  Whole  milk;  II.  Meats:  12. 
Sausages.  (Source:  Planer 
Organic.) 


YOU  ARE  WHAT  YOU  EAT 


Mary  KiUen  an  bow  a  biopaihic  diet  made  her 
reduce  stress  and  lose  weight: 
the  start  of  a  series  in  The  Times  next  week 


Cold  claims  200  lives 


Continued  from  page  i 

where  they  found  IS-year-old 
Stuart  Fitzpatrick  and  called 
an  ambulance  Mr  Fitzpat¬ 
rick's  mother.  Jane,  said:  ‘‘The 
nurse  at  the  hospital  iokl  me 
he  was  like  a  frozen  Turkey 
and  lucky  to  be  alive.- 

Wildlife  has  also  been  suf¬ 
fering  in  the  cold:  hundreds  of 
swans  with  hypothermia  have 
been  rescued  from  the  Thames 
in  Oxfordshire  and  Berkshire, 
while  the  National  Swan 
Sanctuary  at  Echam  in  Surrey 
has  been  receiving  injured 


birds  from  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  In  Poland  a  fox  killed  six 
swans  frozen  into  a  river  as 
they  slept  and  at  Amsterdam 
zoo  blackfoot  penguin*  have 
been  moved  indoors  because 
it  is  too  cold  for  them  outside. 

Hydrofoil  services  between 
Copenhagen  and  Malmo  were 
halted  because  of  ice  in  the 
strait  between  the  two  cities. 
In  the  Caucasus  mountains, 
rescuers  were  hying  to  free  30 
lorry’ drivers  still  trapped  after 
'■j  a  week  in  the  Rokshy  tunnel 
tx:twi*en  Russia  and  Georgia. 


Unbeatable 

LONDON  BREAKS 


BED  AND  FULL  TRADITIONAL  BREAKFAST  FROM 


PER  PERSON  PER  NIGHT 


Heathrow  Fora  Crest  Heathrow 

£40 

£40 

West  End  HotdRnsscfl 

£43 

WEST  End  Forte  Posthottse  Bbxxnsbuty 

£43 

*  £43 

£45 

£45 

WEST  End  Saint  Georges  Hod' 

£47 

WEST  End  The  Cambedand  Hod 

£47 

WEST  End  The  Cavendish 

£50 

West  End  TheBbdwy* 

£65 

Co  VENT  GARDEN  The  Dfaldorf  Meridiai 

£85 

WEST  End  Grosveaot  House’ 

£90 

WEST  END  Le  Mcridien  ficcadifly 

£95 

agfai  UWrrTWr,^ 
t  Vvofftr ady^tOabltm^a 25 1997 

To  book,  see  your  travel  agent 

Ask  your  hotel 
about  special  luncb/diftner 
deals  ;  -7. 


-  an  per  person  per  night  Indudtng 
•o^mmocUtion.  fuS  tznfitional  braaidan  ft  VAT  *t 
.  D-5%  based  on  2  adults  sharing  *  twtatfowbte  room. 


*  Single  supplement  charge  appflcabia- please  «A 
narration  agenctar  death.- .  _ 


Offer  available  until  9  February  1997 


HOTELS 

or  call  quoting  reference  P108E 


•  Breaks  must  be  nkan  and  complied  by  9  Ptbnjsry  19S7. 

-  Offer  available  to  UK  residents  only.  •  Private  bathrooms  arc  not  available  at  the  Regent  o-w  KoteL 
1  ABpscrvetwwcmbjtg  WvaHabBhy  v»Wi  a  Hmtted  number  of  roona  miailsWe  at  these  prornatRuial  ra*cs. 
N  ■  These  in 
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A  Crown  Prosecution  Service 
-appeal  against  a  magistrate^ 
derision  on  Thursday  to  give 
bail  to  Mkhari  Gallagher.  53. 
accused  of  involvement  in  an 
IRA  mortar  bomb  attack  on 
Heathrow,  was  rejected  by 
Judge  Neil  Denison,  Com¬ 
mon  Serjeant  of  London. 


ig\\\osptt; 


The  Millennium  Commis¬ 
sion  has  withdrawn  a 
pledged  £3.45  million  total  of 
National  Lottery  funding 
from  a  £5  million  scheme  to 
attract  more  tourists  to  the 
River  Thames  and  a  £1.4  mil¬ 
lion  plan  to  build  a  tourist 
railway  m  Northern  Ireland. 


i  •“  ... 

!  u-  ’  ' 


A  girt  who  had  been  missing 
for  three  dayswent  to  the 
police  yesterday  after  hearin  g 
a.  plea. from  her  brother  to 
come  home.  lisa  Barrow,  15, 
walked  into  a  police-  station 
in  Glasgow  three  hours  after 
her  ^brother’s  public  appeal 
She  is  described  as  heaftfy. 

Rottweiler  attack 


w;:.  • 


George  Sallil.  die  food  Brit¬ 
on  to  discover  a  planet  this 
century,  has  spotted  two 
more.  Mr  Saliit,  44,  of 
Basingstoke.  Hampshire, 
found  Sallil  One  between 
Jupiter  and  Mars.  Saliit  Two 
and  Saliit  Three  sue  in  the 
same  asteroid  bdt 
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sex  for  Le  Creuset  saucepans 


$ 


THE  awarf-yrimitHg  agvefist 
Jeanette  tyfrtfezson  is  to  set* 


.again  with  Tcvrfalioiis  about. 
heradoorfuipasL 
.  la  at  interview  m.The 
Tima  M^pciae  todaysbe 
sttys that -Sconce  workedas  a 
tesWan  ^rosdtmc"  tor  n»r- 
ried  women  bom  the  Hen e 
Cognfies  in/hotel  toons  off 

Kmghfabndoe '  and  %ue 
Sqoarfe  Ani  wilh  *  typical 
Bearish,;  site  adds  that  die 
was  paid  in  kind,  w«k  le 


Wtntersoa  insists  her 
latest  revelation  js'trne 


'  As  fantastical  aft.it  sounds, 
the  auihorinsistttl  last  night 
tefodtetafe  was  hue.  Inscrib¬ 
ing  It  as  a  “sexual  adwartfurc'V. 
sbe  ^fod  teal  hi  herdnij  20s 


she  went  to  parties  organised 
for  rfder.  married  lesbians. 
They  would  give  her  presents 
•  of  saucepans,  sweaters, 
scarves  and  expensive  meals 
'in  return  for  sex  and 

afl  took 

phee  wound  16  years  ago 
when  things  were  vciy  differ¬ 
ent  for  okfer  women  in  their 
fifties  who  found  it  mate 
difficult  to  ‘come  out‘  as 
tebaxaL  it  ma>li  just  gay 
married  mat  who  led  secret 
lives. 

'tin  those,  days  1  was  a  bit 
wild — I  would  go  to  bed  with 
anything,  k  was  great  fnn  and 
I^ajoyar  being  taken  out  to 
(turner and. made  a  fuss  at  I 


"Sf*  ***».  ‘^  *»  P»™».  IVK  ftfTMkk  a*  s» 

WM.  Twi  ■  II  Oapa  tsr  fbr  qrfr  fcn.  ife  jOWW  tat.  iti  wri 
••••■  I' ■  ■■■■01*  BBC  TV  TWO;  Tie  tvtxm.  19S?  {JobiUr-^T. 

R*n  t*B**J.  S*m«jSs  Cbcoit  l*ty>  <E  M  rwn  Awnd.  Aiwa.  Acad.  *aJ  !ml  of 

-  ^  ***  Wnara  4*  *►&»*» .  l*/£  An  **d  ijr*_  I9s*.  An  C»?ccjs  no 

-  twow  “tix**. S4W,  Aappe. Aifcw  .do  train* 
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Wmtcrson’s  IVbo's  Who  entry  names  her  partner 


was  never  preyed  ,  upon  nr 
exploited  —  there  was  j  lot  of 
tenderness.  1  never  regarded . 
myself  as  a  prostitute  at  the 
time  and  1  don't  care  what 
people  think  now.  It  was  a 
tong  time  ago  and  H  seems 
like  another  life." 

The  author  has  already- 
been  accused,  some  would  say 
unfairly,  of  embellishing  and 
reinventing  her  own  past  in 
her  bestselling  semi-autobio¬ 


graphical  novel  Orange*  arc 
not  the  only  fruit.  The  1085 
novel.  .  which  won  &c 
Whitbread  prize  and  was  later 
serialised  by  the  BBC  por¬ 
trayed  her  adoptive  parents  as 
rrftpous  zealots  who  would 
let  her  read  only  the  Bible  and 
w  ho  cast  her  out  of  I  heir  home 
in  Lancashire  for  being  a 
lesbian.  Although  the  novel 
was  an  obvious  mix  of  truth 
and  fiction,  it  caused  a  rift 


with  her  parens  which  culmi¬ 
nated  in  her  no:  bring  invited 

to  her  mother's  funcraL 
tt'iruerson  has  said  that  the 
novel  was  never  purely  auto¬ 
biographical  but  conceded 
that  she  wus  semtthing  of  a 
"story id Ser"  when  it  came  to 
her  own  life-  “It's  important  to 
tell  a  good  story,  whether  it’s 
an  anecdote  about  something 
that  really  happened  or  a 
piece  of  ficrion.” 

She  was  adamant  that  her 
latest  lurid  tale  of  a  weekend 
“job"  was  no  fabrication.  She 
said  that  h  louk  place  over  a 
two-year  period  when  she 
came  to  London  after  gradu¬ 
ating  from  St  Catherine's 
College.  Oxford.  She  was 
in*  tied  :o  the  parties  by 
friends  she  met  at  Gateways. 


Police  hunting  Nicola’s  killer  warn  women  not  to  go  out  alone  at  night 


By  Carol  AtatGucy ..  . 

DETECTIVES  hunting  the 
killer  of  the  17-year-oki^hool- 
girl  Nicola  Dixon  were  fast 
night  trying  to  trace  220  New' 
Yeart  Eve  party  goers  after  it 
emerged  that  she  may  have1 
been  stalked  from  a  hospital 
social  dub  disco.:  '■  ? 

Police  are  follcnving  numer¬ 
ous  leads  after  an  overirfielm- 
ing  public  response  to  aft- 
appeal  for  information.  They 
urged  everyone  who'  attended 
the  dance  at  Good'  Hope 
Hospital  Club  in  Sutton  Cdd-. 
field,  in  the  West  Midlartds,tb 
come  forward  as  their  investi¬ 
gation  widened. /  ; 

Miss  Dixon’s  -  distraught 
parents  have  issued  new  pho- 

a  feunfly  camping  holiday  in. 
the  South  of  France  fast : 
summer.  ;:  V^ 

.  Andrew  Djxpaj  .4&af.avil 
engineer  andr,hiSrwlfe,Rjfc»i 
also  48,a  teacher,  reused  tine 
pictures  in  the  hope  that,  by 
shpwmg  vdiat^Jeyiia5tefost,tt 

ptjfid  '  “  ;  ■  7.-, 

Detective  ptief:  lrwpector 
Kelvin  Roberts  of~  the /West 
Midlands  Police  sud:  “There 
is  nothing  to  suggest  that  she 
was  socialising  with  anyone 
other  than  the  people  Tsbe 
knew  but  we  can’t  rule  outthe 
possibility  that  she  may  bavfe 
been  followed  from  thedub.  It 
is  the  kind  of  dob  where,  in 
the  main,  everyone  knows 
everyanedse  so  it  shouldn't  be 
too  difficult  to  trace  everyone 
present-”  ‘..i.-Jt 

Miss  Dixon,  an  A-Ievd.stu- 
dent  who  taught  local  chfldtrii 
art  and  crafts  as  part  of  her 
Duke  of  Edinbuzgh  awards 


.  « _  • 

scheme,  was  found  on  New 
^  Year's -Day.  She- had  been 
:  badly  beaten,  possibly  with  a 
:  bride,  or  stone,  and  sexually 


Mr  Roberts  added:  “Nico¬ 
la’S  face  was  battered  to  such 
an  extent  that  you  would  not 
have  reeogtiised  her  if  you  did 
not  know  her  wrfL  It  was  a 
terrible  trauma  SOr  her  par¬ 
ents  to  haVe  to  identity  her. 
They  have  now  gone  bade  info 
shock-  .  Thar  condition  is 
wurre:  now  than  when  die 
news  of  tear  daughter^  mur-. 


PoBce  -  have  rctxrvered  a 

-  large  concrete  block  wfaidb 
wag  topped  on  tec  bead  of 

-  .*  French  woman  who  was 
battered  to  death  in  Co 
Cork  on  Dccenteer  22.  The 
EdQdk,  wtdch  crushed  the 

.  skull  of  Sophie  Tuscan  da 
Flknlin,  -38»  a  tderisum 
prp^ccr.  wu  found  near 
bcrbolidayborDe.A  Garda 
pont  iff  Cp  Cork  con-; 
firmed ye^erday  that  detec-  • 
ttye^  ;  ha*l:  anarvered  the- 
concrete  Wodt  aad  a  Mood- 
jedstonc.  ... 


der  was  first  broken  totbem.  It 
is  dreadful  for  them.”  •  . 

Miss  Dccon,'  who  hoped  to 
pnistte  a  career  in?  pbotr^ra- 
pby,  spent  about  half  an  hour 
at  tee  hospital  dub?  before 
sdpng.off  at  9:45pm  on  Neiw 
Years  Bye-fo  walk  less  than  a 
mDe  to  .the.  Station  pub  in 
Sutton .  :  Coldfield  to  meet 
friends.  . 

1  •  She  was  attadeed  as  die 
took  a  short  ait  to  the  town 
centre  by  Holy  TVutity 
CSturch.  The-vicart  wife,  Val¬ 
erie  COnoolty.  47,  found  Miss 


Dixon’S  body  dumped  in  a 
garden  near  a  curate's  house: 
Her  injuries  stowed  that  she 
had  put  up  a  ferocious  strug¬ 
gle  and  police  say  the  killa* 
would  have  been  heavily 
bloodstained. 

-  Detectives  have  been  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  public's  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  murder.  They 
have  received  more  than  ISO 
calls,  some  of  which  report 
sightings  of  a  stranger  in  the 
area.  But  police  emphasise 
that  tee  sightings  were  of 
several  different  strangers  and 
this  would  not  be  unusual 
since  it  was  New  Year’s  Eve. 
However,  local  women  have 
been  advised  not  to  go  out 
atone. 

-Yesterday  PC  James 
Winfield,  21.  Miss  Dixon’s 
former  boyfriend  from  whom 
she  split  up  two  weeks  ago. 
was  staying  with  friends  and 
too  Vpset  to  speak.  Mr 
Winfield,  who  is  based,  at 
Ladywood,  Birmingham,  col¬ 
lapsed  when  he  was  told  of 
Miss  Dixon's  death  on  New 
Years  Day  as.  he  turned  up  for 
a  drink  at  the  Station  pub. 

A  spokesman  said  on  his 
bebam  “He  is  just  devastated, 
he  cannot  believe  teat  this  has 
happened.  He  just  needs  to  be 
alone  so  that  he  can  come  to 
terms  with  things-" 

last  night  a  friend  of  Miss 
Dixon'S  told  how  she  sat  at  her 
table  at  the  hospital  disco. 
■Joanne  Brittan.  19,  said  she 
had  heard  that  Nicola  had  left 
the  disco  early  to  search  for  a 
girlfriend  who  did  not  show 
tip.  Miss  Brittain  said:  “I 
remember  her  earlier  in  the 
everting  messing  around  and 
asking  people  to  dance  but 
none  of  us  wanted  to  because 
the  dance  flow  was  empty.  I 


One  of  the  photographs  released  by  Nicola  Dixon's  parents  yesterday,  showing 
her  celebrating  her  1 7th  birthday  in  August  on  holiday  in  the  South  of  France 


think  1  remember  when  she 
went  because  1  moved  into  her 
empty  chair  and  she  asked  me 
for  her  coat  which  was  on  the 
back  of  it.” 

Doug  Ellis,  the  chairman  of 
Aston  Villa  Football  Club,  who 
is  also  the  chairman  of  Good 
Hope  '  Hospital,  offered  a 
£1.000  reward  for  information 
leading  to  the  capture  of  the 
kfller.  Mr  Ellis  said:  "It  is  sad 
that  she  should  have  met  her 


death  so  soon  after  enjoying 
herself  at  the  hospital  club.  We 
must  do  everthing  we  possibly 
can  to  bring  the  killer  to 
justice." 

Miss  Dixon’s  headmaster  at 
Fairfax  School  described  her 
as  compassionate,  hard  work¬ 
ing.  sensible  and  level  headed. 
Richard  Metcalf  said:  "Nicola 
was  a  delightful  girL  She  will 
be  missed  enormously." 

Police  are  still  searching  for 


the  murder  weapon  and 
Miss  Dixon’s  black  handbag 
and  purse  which  they  believe 
may  have  been  thrown  over  a 
garden  wall  or  hidden  in 
shrubbery. 

Mr  Roberts  said:  “The 
killer  may  have  confided  in 
someone  or  someone  could  be 
harbouring  him.  We  appeal  to 
anyone  to  think  of  the  brutal¬ 
ity  of  this  murder  and  contact 
us  immediately." 


Irish  eyes  smile  on  TV  village  that  the  critics  scorned 


BYNjCHOiASWAtT  . 

■  CHIEF  tWECAND"-’ 
CORRESPONDENT  /  /  . 

IT  was  scorned  Jby  Irisfe . 
critics  for  paadoriug  fo  .ro--. 
mastic  British  notionx  of 
rural  Ireland.  Now  the  whim-  ;. 
skal  TV  drama  BoXfy- 
tussongel  is  retinrnmg  for  a 
second  series;  wi|b  .a  Jboge 
following  in  the  Republic.  . 

The  programme  Tcfis  the 
story  of  an  English  priest 
posted  to  a  fictional  village. 
Irish  critics  said  find  viewers 
would  scoff  at  its  lightheart¬ 
ed  view  filmed  in  Avnca  Co 
Wicklow,  and  contrasted  it 
with  a  gritty,  homegrown/ 
soap  opera  Gienroe,  wh>rii  is  ; 
fjfcned  tess/than  miles 
away.  • 

In  the  end.  viewers  on  both 
sides  of  the  Irish  Sea  were 
glued  to  tec  first  series,  to 
watch  the  unfolding  relation¬ 
ship  between  Father  Peter 
Clifford  and  the  local  bar¬ 
maid,  Assnmpta  Fitzgerald. 


-‘Easier  Breen,  left,  and  tee  cast  of  the  fictional  BalfykissangeL  Tourism  has  grown  in  the  host  village 
. :  of  Avoca,  which  received  a  restoration  grant  yesterday  as  viewers  prepared  for  the  programme’s  retun 


More,  than  450,000  people 
watched  on  the  Irish  channel 
RTE—  almost  half  tee  figure 
for  tee  much  longer  estab¬ 
lished  Glenroe. 

'■  Ithas  not  harmed  fee  Irish 
tourist  trade  either.  As  tee 
return  starts  on  BBCI  tomor¬ 


row  {tight  —  with  some  Irish 
viewers  able  to  tone  in  on 
cable  —  Balfykasaitgel  has 
already  provided  a  boon  for 
Avoca. 

The  village  at  tee  heart  of 
tee  "Garden  of  IrriantT  has 
been  transformed  by  tee  pro¬ 


gramme.  Locals  are  using 
money  from  tec  BBC  to 
restore  the  centre  of  their 
picturesque  village  which 
had  been  in  deefine  since  a 
nearby  mine  dosed  14  years 
ago  with  the  loss  of  LOOO  jobs. 

Two  dendtid  bofidings 


e  programme’s  return 

haw  been  palled  down  is  the 
centre  of  tee  village;  and  a 
park  has  been  built  for  Brit¬ 
ish  tourists. 

Liz  MacManus,  the  Irish 
Republics  bousing  minister, 
visited  the  village  yesterday  to 
present  £2,000  of  European 


Union  funds  to  restore  its 
IStb-century  courthouse, 
which  will  form  the 
centrepiece  of  the  park. 

Mrs  McManus  said: 
"  Bally  kissangel  has  been 
very  important  to  the  revival 
of  Avoca.  The  locals  know 
that  the  interest  wiD  not  last 
forever,  and  so  they  want  to 
build  tourist  facilities  to  build 
on  the  attention." 

Father  Dan  Breen,  the 
local  parish  priest,  said  be 
was  delighted  with  the  trans¬ 
formation.  An  avid  fan  of 
BallykissangeU  who  has  be¬ 
come  something  more  of  a 
local  character  since  the  se¬ 
ries  was  filmed,  he  said:  "You 
would  hardly  recognise 
Avoca  now. 

“I'm  sure  that  if  the  village 
had  been  in  this  condition 
when  the  producers  first 
came  to  Avoca.  they  would 
not  have  chosen  iL  They 
originally  wanted  some¬ 
where  with  a  run-down,  seedy 
look." 


Vicar  faces  open  court  over  woman’s  claims  of  affair 


‘h  Glovig: 


denies 

ham 


ByRUTH  GtEPHXU. 

RELIGION  CORRESPONDENT 

A  CHURCH  of  England  clergyman  is  to 
face  a  trial  before  a  church  court  after  a 
married  parishioner  claimed  he  made 
her  pregnant. 

The  Rev  Eddie  Glover,  former  pnesi-m- 
chaige  of Tnmdort Station,  Durham,  will 
:be  the  third  Church  of  England  clergy- 

•  man  in  30  years  to  be  tried  on  a  charge  of 

"conduct  unbecoming  to  tee  office  and 
work  of  a  clergy  in  Holy  Orders"  The 
charge  against  him  has  been  laid  just 
weefts  after  tee  General  Synod  agreed  to 
replace  its  900-year-oW  consistory  courts 

wiffi  private  tribunals.  _ .  • 

:  Mr  Glover,  who  denies  the  allegations 
■  .by  Margaret  Qrpen,  which  relate  to  w>en 
he  was  working  at  St  Mary  Magdri^s 

’  Church  mTnmian,  tee  parish  rfU^baff 

leader Tony^Iair,  will  a ppear  beforetto 
eedesiasticar  court  later  this  month-  The 


court,  which  will  at  Auckland  Castle, 
residence  of  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  the 
Right  Rev  Michael  Turnbull,  will  be 
presided  over  by  tee  diocesan  chancellor, 
tee  Rev  Rupert  Bursell,  QC  a  circuit 
judge  from  Bristol. 

Mrs  Orpen  reported  the  affair  to 
Church  authorities  in  1995  and  went 
public  with  her  claims  in  June  Iasi  year. 
Mr  Glover,  who  is  married  with  two 
children,  resigned  his  licence  on  health 
grounds  in  1995. 

Bishop  Turnbull  lias  already  investi¬ 
gated  the  dams  and  derided  there  is  a 
case  to  answer.  Judge  Bursell  will  sii  with 
four  assessors,  two  local  clergy  and  two 
laymen,  selected  by  ballot  from  a  panel  of 
12.  Mr  Glover  will  be  represented  by  a 
solicitor.  Canon  Michael  Ferry,  the 
bishop's  senior  chaplain,  has  been  nomi¬ 
nated  to  promote  tee  complaira. 

-a  Thgfrase  is  the  third  involving  allega¬ 
tions  of  "conduct  unbecoming''  to  be 


heard  under  the  system  of  justice  brought 
into  place  in  1963  by  the  church's 
Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction  Measure. 
Canon  Ferry  said:  “This  particular  meth¬ 
od  has  only  been  used  twice  since  1963.  It 
is  very  unusual." 

If  found  guilty,  Mr  Glover  could  be 
rebuked,  admonished,  suspended  or 
defrocked. 

In  1992.  the  Rev  Thomas  Tyler  was 
found  guilty  of  adultery  with  two  parish¬ 
ioners  after  two  trials  and  two  appeals 
which  cost  the  church  £300.000.  In  1995. 
the  Dean  of  Lincoln,  Dr  Brandon  Jack- 
son.  was  acquitted  after  being  accused  of 
improper  behaviour  towards  a  former 
cathedral  verger. 

After  Dr  Jackson's  trial  and  the 
publicity  surrounding  it,  many  church 
leaders  fell  it  was  not  in  the  interests  uf 
justice  or  tee  church  for  such  cases  to  be  in 
tee  pub®:  arena.  However,  tee  case 
against  Mr  Glover  will  proceed  in  public. 


•\f*  \'.:p 


a  lesbian  dub  in  Chelsea 
which  dosed  in  1455. 

VVinierson.  37.  said:  “When 
the  dub  dosed  1  moved  to 
north  London  and  lost  touch 
with  these  people.  1  don't 
think  this  scene  exists  any¬ 
more.  Things  have  changed 
quite  dramatically  since  then 
and  it  is  easier  now  for 
middle-aged  women  to  be 
openly  lesbian  or  bisexual." 

Jackie  Forster,  former  edi¬ 
tor  of  tee  lesbian  feminist 
magazine  Sappho  and  a 
member  of  Gateways,  said 
that  Wmterson’s  story  rang 
true  “The  dub  certainly  ca¬ 
tered  for  and  attracted  these 
women  and  there  are  others 
that  still  do  today.  There  are 
still  lots  of  lesbian  women 
outside  London  and  other  big 


cities  who  arc  forced  to  lead 
secret  lives.” 

Winterson  lives  with  the 
academic  ami  broadcaster 
Margaret  Reynolds-  whom 
\he  lists  as  her  partner  in 
U-Tio’s  Who.  A  spokeswoman 
for  the  publication  said:  "This 
isn't  the  first  time  we  have  had 
lesbian  partners  listed." 

Dr  Reynolds  lectures  in 
women's  studies  at  Birm¬ 
ingham  University,  is  a  pre¬ 
senter  for  Radio  3  and  edited 
the  Penguin  Book  of  Lesbian 
Short  Stories.  She  and 

Winterson  once  arrived  unan-  ~ 
nounced  at  the  home  of  Nkri 
Gerrard.  a  journalist,  to  criti¬ 
cise  an  unflattering  profile 
she  had  written  of  Winterson. 

Magazine  page* 


Parents  of  drug 
death  boy  warn 
against  Ecstasy 


By  Lin  Jenkins 


THE  grieving  parents  of  an 
"irrepressible”  teenager  who 
died  at  a  New  Year’s  Eve  rave 
pan>  appealed  yesterday  to 
young  people  not  to  take 
Ecstasy. 

John  and  Maria  Hitchens 
spoke  of  teeir  "absolute  trea- 
l  sure”  of  a  son  Robert  in  the 
hope  that  others  would  be 
prompted  to  shun  drugs. 

Robert,  lo.  died  on  New 
YearV  Day.  ten  hours  after 
collapsing  at  an  all-night  rave 
at  the  David  Uovd  sports 
centre  at  Heston,  west 
London.  A  post-mortem  ex¬ 
amination  failed  to  establish  a 
cause  of  death,  but  toxicology- 
tests  are  expected  to  show  that 
be  died  from  taking  Ecstasy. 

“I  could  not  wish  for  a  better 
son.  He  was  likeable,  comical, 
a  cheeky  little  monkey.  He 
would  not  listen  to  me  if  he 
thought  he  knew  best.  He  u-as 
a  wonderful  son."  his  father 
said.  His  mother  duiched  her 
husband's  hand  as  she  over¬ 
came  her  choking  grief  to 
warn  others:  “Do  noi  take  iL  It 
is  lethal.  1  have  lost  my  young¬ 
est  son.  Please,  for  my  Robert, 
don’t  let  it  happen  again.’’ 

Robert,  a  trainee  computer 
engineer,  went  to  tee  US-a¬ 
head  rave,  which  was  run  for 
the  third  year  by  Interspace 
Promotions,  with  his  brother 
Matthew.  19.  and  a  teenage 
friend.  He  died  in  Ealing 
Hospital,  west  London,  where 
he  was  taken  after  being 
treated  by  paramedics  when 
he  collapsed  at  tee  sports 
centre.  He  was  one  of  four 
teenage  boys  and  a  24-year-old 
woman  believed  to  have  died 
as  a  resuli  of  taking  Ecstasy 
over  the  holiday. 

Detective  Inspector  Sue 
Hill,  who  is  leading  ihe  hum 
for  the  supplier  of  the  drug, 
reiterated  the  parents'  warn¬ 
ing.  “There  is  only  one  thing 
that  youngsters  should  be 
aware  of  when  you  fake  an  Ec¬ 
stasy  tablet:  you  are  playing 


Russian  roulette,  and  one  Ec¬ 
stasy  tablet  can  kill  you."  Pol¬ 
ice  had  established  that 
Robert  brought  the  tablet  with 
him  to  the  rave.  “His  brother 
is  very  traumatised.  He  is  feel¬ 
ing  very  guilty  that  his  baby' 
brother  is  dead,’’  she  said. 

The  raw  was  well  run.  The 
organivers  had  employed  36 
guards  to  police  the  party- 
goers  and  make  sure  that 
drugs  were  not  brought  in  or 
sold  at  the  sports  centre. 
“Evenhins  was  done  to  pre¬ 
vent  ihis.  but  it  is  very  difficult 
to  search  2.000  people,"  Ms 


X%fet,vfo*r- 


Robert  Hifchen:  died  a( 

'  New  Year’s  Eve  rave 

Hill  said. 

Mr  Hitchens  spoke  with 
pride  about  how  Robert  left 
school  last  year  with  good 
examination  results  and  set 
about  finding  a  job.  He  would 
return  to  tec  family  home  in 
Upminsier,  Essex,  each  eve¬ 
ning  talking  excitedly  about 
tee  job  he  loved  and  what  he 
had  done  that  day. 

“All  parents,  look  at  your 
children,  ask  them  questions, 
don’t  take  no  for  an  answer. 
They  will  tell  you  w'hat  they 
want  to  tell  you.  but  be  strong 
and  perhaps  we  can  avoid 
another  tragedy  like  this." 


Your 

SVfiew  Year's 
resolution 
instantly 
fulfilled. 

{An  exciting  new  service 
from  Virgin  Direct.) 


You  know  you  ought  to  take  out  a  persona! 
pension.  Now's  the  time.  Today's  the  day. 
This  is  the  moment.  Make  your  New  Year's 
resolution  and  keep  it  instantly  by  calling  qs 
right  now  for  an  information  pack. 
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made  her  pregnant 
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Two  injured  swans,  wrapped  in  blankets,  under  the  care  of  Melanie  Beeson  at  the  National  Swan  Sanctuary.  The  birds  can  become  trapped  in  ice  after  falling  asleep-  . 

Birds  left  weak  and  hungry  by  harsh  weather  offered  respite  from  shooters 


Snow  brings  call  for  wildfowl  gun  ban 


By  Nick  Nuttall.  environment  correspondent 


A  TEMPORARY  ban  on  wild¬ 
fowl  shoo  ring  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  next  week  if  John 
Gummer,  the  Environment 
Secretary,  accepts  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  wildlife  advisers. 

The  Joim  Nature  Conserva¬ 
tion  Committee  is  calling  for 
the  wildfowl  shooting  season 
to  be  halted  for  14  days 
because  of  the  impact  of  the 
bad  weather  on  animals. 

There  is  concern  that  large 
numbers  of  birds  already 
weakened  by  the  effects  of  the 
birtercold,  such  as  pink-footed 
geese,  white-fronted  geese,  teal 
and  mallard,  will  die  because 
of  the  stress  of  trying  to  avoid 
shooters’  guns. 

Nicola  Crockford.  species 
and  habitats  Ipolicy  officer 
with  the  Royal  Sixiety  for  the 
Protectiaiuof  Biros.  said  yes¬ 
terday:  “The  reason  for  the 
wildlife  ban  is  not.  the  impact 
of  the  direct  killing  of  birds  but 
the  additional  distress  and 
extra  energy  needed  to  fly 
around  as  they  become  dis¬ 


turbed  by  the  shooters  and 
their  guns." 

Many  birds  are  suffering 
because  the  harsh  conditions 
have  made  it  hard  to  feed. 
“The  freezing  weather  means 
many  wildfowl  are  finding  it 
difficult  to  find  food  and  they 
need  more  food  to  keep  warm. 
This  is  severe  weather  where 
only  the  fittest  survive.  We  are 
concerned  that  there  could  be 
a  big  dieoff  this  winter."  Ms 
Crockford  said.  The  RSPB 
also  urged  the  public  not  to 
disturb  wild  birds  during  the 
bad  weather. 

The  British  Association  of 
Shooting  and  Conservation 
has  been  consulted  about  the 
ban  and  has  already  urged 
shooting  dubs  to  exercise  re¬ 
straint  Toriy.  Laws,  deputy 
director  of  the  association, 
said:  “It  will  affect  thousands 
of  shooters."  • 

■  The  legaHy-  binding  ban. 
which  Mr  Gummer  can  ap¬ 
prove  under  provisions  in  the 
Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act 
would  also  benefit  wading 


■  Frogs,  hibernating  in  the  mad  ait  the  bottom  of  garden 
ponds,  will  run  oat  of  oxygen  and  die  in  about  five  days  if 
the  pond  is  frozen  over.  The  ice  should  be  broken  gently 
fay  using  boiling  water  in  saucepans. 

■  Do  not  used  de-icing  chemicals  to  unfreeze  ponds  as 
these  can  be  lethal  It  is  better  to  put  out  saucers  and  pans 
of  fresh  water  for  birds  morning  and  afternoon. 

■  Birds  require  fatty  foods  to  provide  energy.  The  Royal 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  says  that  wrens  will  eat 
grated  cheese  scattered  along  flowerbeds.  Shredded  suet 
and  peanuts  are  a  good  source  for  tits,  finches,  robins  and 
dunnock.  Bread,  especially  brown,  and  fruit,  stub  as  . 
sultanas  and  raisins  that  have  been  soaked,  air  also 
recommended. 

■  Hibernating  species,  such  as  dormice,  hedgehogs  and 

bats,  are  likely  to  benefit  from  the  cold  tempera  huts  as 
they  will  have  a  lower  metabolic  rale  and  so  will  maintain 
fat  supplies.  Bat  shrews,  which  feed  on  the  insects  that  are 
harder  to  find  in  harsh  weather,  would  benefit  from  a 
little  chopped  meat  concealed  beneath  a  rock  or  at  the 
bottom  ofa  compost  heap.  . . 


birds  which  are  nut  the  targets 
of  hunters  but  could  be  dis¬ 
turbed  by  them.  These-birds 
may  tie  finding  it  hard  to 
break  through  ice  to  find  food 
such  as  shellfish.  Birds  such 
as  the  plover,  which  hunts 


invertebrates  mbvififc  across,  no  chancy 
mudflats,  -are  aJso  baving’r-be  crying* 
-  difficulty  findii^icxxi  bqcai^ ’-  ^that  they 


habitats  for  wildfowl  and  wad¬ 
ing  birds.  Oystercatcher  num¬ 
bers  have  fallen  by  a  third  in 
recent  years,  with  the  drop 
linked  to  a  decline  in  the  birds' 
diet  of  cockles  and  mussels. 

Swan  lifeline,  a  charity 
based  in  Eton,  Berkshire,  said 
that  hundreds  of  swans  had 
had  to  be  rescued  from  the 
Thames  because  the  river  had 
frozen.  “The  birds  fall  asleep 
ovemightand  become  trapped 
in  the  ice.  Their  legs  are  then 
frozen  under  the  water  and 
they  cannot  do  anything." 
Carol  Marriott,  a  spokesman 
for  the  charily,  said. 

Thf  Environment  Agency 
yesterday  launched  an  ice¬ 
breaking  V  barge  at  nearby 
Caversham  to  help  swans  and 
other  birds  to  feed.  A^pokes- 
man  for  the  government  agen¬ 
cy  aaad;  ."ThLsheet  of  ice  has 
left  the  swans  and  otter  birds 
no  chancp  of  feeding.  We  will 
be  iryingtoiire&epfoe  ice  so 
that  they  adtefrtraps.tiieir 


of  the  strong  winds.  " 

The  ban  could  especially 
benefit  qystercatchers  on  the 
Wash,  one  of  Britain’s  premier 


feeding  grounds;  ®  Caver¬ 
sham  Bridge."  V- .v 
"  ,  The  National.  Swan  Sanctu¬ 
ary  at  Egham.  ‘  Surrey,  has 


vad-  received  injured  birds  from 
turn-  across  the  country  and  is 
d  in  currently  caring  for  about 
irop  500.  Dot  Beeson,  the  director, 
irds’  said  it  was  die  worst  winter 
Is.  since  the  sanctuary  was  found- 

irity  ed  17  years  ago:  “We  have  been 
said  inundated  with  swans  with 
had  hypothermia  and  birds  that 
the  have  ripped  their  toenails  out 
had  trying  to  get  out  of  icy  lakes 
leep  and  rivers. 

aped  “Most  of  the  young  birds 
then  have  never  endured  the  wea- 
and  ther  conditions  we  have  got  at 
ng.”  the  moment  and  they  are 
man  bewildered- The  birds  get  very 
weak,  they  can’t  move  and  the 
ency  ice  freezes  around  them."  . 
ice-  Ms  Beeson  appealed  to  the 
irfay  public  to  provide  food  for 
and  birds  that  lived  on  water  as 
ikes-  well  as  garden  birds  during 
gen-  the  severe  weather, 
has  Seal  pups  ,cn  the  Cornish 
irds  coast  areatso.  faring  badly  in 
will  the  fjiwer'  rxHi'ditrqTis .  Mandie 
*so  Thompson^  .nf/.tffe.  National 
heir  ^Seal  Sandusrry'Tn  G^eek,  said 
ver-  , yesterday  that  II  pups  were 
being  treated  in  its  hospital. 
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who  answered  ad 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 


Craft  Cart  BooWng  tine 


Book  the  Cruise  of  your  dreams  with  Thomas  Cook 
and  sail  away  with  up  to  38%  off  the  brochure  price 
or  receive  Thomas  Cook  Travel  Insurance  absolutely 
free.  We'll  then  give  you  a  weekend  break  for  two 
with  three  nights'  free  accommodation  at  one  of  over  200 
seaside  and  country  hotels  throughout  the  UK  and  Ireland.  All 
we  ask  Is  that  you  buy  your  breakfast  and 
evening  meals  in  the  hotel.  So  hurry 
down  to  your  local  Thomas  Cook 
shop  or  book  by  phone  quoting 
CR37  or  see  Teletext  page  268. 


Hie  nice  surprise 
is  the  prices. 


Thomas 

Cook 


Issgp 

free 

flCCONlM  OPAfflW/ 


A  HUSBAND  who  used  a 
newspaper  londy-hearts  col¬ 
umn  to  meet  middle-aged 
women  was  yesterday  jaded 
for  five  years  for  raping  a 
widow  so  violently  that  she 
was  left  confined  to  a 
wheelchair. 

Brian  Wolsgrove.  63.  a  for¬ 
mer  taxi-driver  from 
Southsea,  Hampshire,  met 
more  than  20  women  in  14 
months  after  placing  the  ad¬ 
vertisement  offering  “tender 
loving  care".  The  judge.  Mr 
Recorder  Roger  Titheridge, 
QC,  sitting  at  Winchester 
Crown  Court,  told  Wolsgrove 
that  he  had  lied  about  his 
name  and  the  fact  thai  he  was 
married  to  persuade  at  least 
some  of  the  women  to  have  sex 
with  him. 

The  court  heard  that 
Wolsgrove  had  begun  placing 
advertisements  in  a  news¬ 
paper  after  his  wife  had 
stopped  haring  sex  with  him 
because  of  a  medical  problem. 
She  devoted  herself  to  work 
for  the  Salvation  Army. 

Wolsgrove  met  a  number  of 
women,  mostly  in  their  fifties. 
In  November  1995.  his  adver¬ 
tisement  was  answered  by  a 
62-year-old  woman  from  Gos¬ 
port  who  was  looking  for  com¬ 
panionship  after  die  death  of 
her  husband.  They  talked  on 
the  telephone,  met  for  a  chat  in 
a  local  cafe  and  arranged  a 
date  at  her  home  for  that 
evening.  She  said:  “He  was 
very,  very  polite  and  well- 
dressed  and  he  was  a  charm¬ 
ing  man.  He  said  to  roe:  ‘How 
about  1  come  to  your  home 
and  see  you  this  evening?*  I 
said  ‘OK’  and  gave  him  my 
address." 

Wolsgrove.  who  had  told 
her  his  name  was  Peter, 
arrived  at  the  house.  Later, 
when  the  woman  said  she  was 
tired  and  asked  him  to  leave, 
he  asked  her  when  she  had 


last  had  sex  and  put  his  hand 
on  her  knee.  "I  pushed  him 
away  and  said:  ‘Peter,  1  don't 
want  anything  like  that  I  just 
want  companionship  and 
friendship.'  I  got  up  and  1 
thought  he  was  going  to  go. 
But  he  turned  around  and 
pushed  me  back  cm  the  sofa." 

Wolsgrove  then  raped  her, 
slapped  her  across  the  face 
and  left  the  house.  During  the 
assault,  she  suffered  bruising 
and  damage  to  the  base  of  her 
spine.  Wolsgrove,  arrested 
two  days  later,  later  told  police 
that  the  widow  had  agreed  to 
sex  and  had  responded  and 
encouraged  him.  He  denied 
the  charge. 

Mr  Recorder  Titheridge  told 
him:  “This  was  a  wicked 
offence.  The  effects  upon  the 
victim  were  considerable.  This 
is  not.  in  my  judgment,  a  case 
for  leniency.  You  don’t  deserve 
leniency." 

Stewart  Patterson,  for  the 
defence,  told  Che  judge  after 
the  verdict  was  given  that 
Walsgrove’S  wife  of  40  years 
was  standing  by  him. 


By  Daniel  McGrory 


EXTINCTION  is  a  growth 
industry.  It  is  estimated  that 
greed  for  land  and  illegal 
bade  are  driving  about 
23,000  species  to  extinction 
each  year  —  and  die  rale  is 
accelerating.  - 

Of  the  four  billion  life 
forms  on  this  planet  atone. . 
time  or  another.  3-96biIlion 
no  longer  exist.  Unless  we 
recognise  the  danger,  those 
species  lost  forever  could 
soon  indude  the  tiger,  the 
chimpanzee,  the  whale  and 
tiie  dephanL 

Scientists  in  Britain  say 
that  there  are  600  species  of 
Bora  and  fauna  in  danger  of 
disappearing  by  the  end  of 
the  century,  including  the 
red  squirrel  the  golden  ea¬ 
gle,  the  dormouse  and  the 
water  vole. 

The  charity  Tusk  Force  is 
dedicated  to  protecting  the 
great  and  the  small  In  seven 
projects  across  the  world.  . 
from  Siberia  to  Scotland,  it 
is  working  to  save  scores  of 
creatures. 

NeelaBettridge,  the  Chari¬ 
ty's  director,  said:  “In  every 
case,  we  see  the  conflict 
between  mankind  and  the 
Unimak  and  we  know  who 
wins  every  time.  How  can 
we  deprive  future  genera¬ 
tions  of  animals  that  WT. 
wantonly  took  for  granted? 
The  statistics  shame  our 
generation." 

Barely  5,000  Siberian  ti¬ 
gers  remain  in:  the  wild. 
Half  the  African  elephant 
population  has  disappeared 
in  the  past  30  years;  fewer 
than  550,000  remain.  The 
Amur  leopard  is  amongst 
the  most  magnificent  sights 
in  the  wild;  50  are  thought  to 
survive.  The  rhinoceros  has 
been  on  the  earth  for  40 
irnUfon  years;  of  the  five 
species  that  remain.'  there 
are  only  U.000  left. 

At  a  wildlife-  auction  in.  r 
South  Africa  earlier  This  - 
year,  139  rhinos  were:  sold, 
including  some  for  sport 
bunting  operations:  Poach¬ 
ers  sell  rhino  horn  for- 
£21000  a  kilo  to  those  man¬ 
ufacturing  traditional  Asian- 
medicines,  which  remain . 
among  (he  greatest  threats 
fo  midlife. 

In  September,  a  joint  un¬ 
dercover  operation  by  police 
and  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals  found  a  cache  of 
105  white  and  blade  rhino  - 
horns  in  London  valued  at 
nearly  £3  million. 

Ten  thousand  bears  are 
caged  fa  appalling  condi-. 
tions  in  farms  in  China,  kept 
for  the  bile  which  advertis¬ 
ing  promotes  as  a  remedy  to 
intestinal  liver  and  other 


cardiac  illnesses.  There  are 
fewer  than  50,000  Ariatic 
blade  bears  left  and  poach¬ 
ers  grow  ever  more 
desperate. 

Police  in  Vietnam  have 
this  year  made  several  raids 
at  Hanoi  airport  to  rescue 
rare  wSd  animals  that  were 
destined  for  consumption  in 
China,  and  the  smuggling 
trade  there  is  growing  at  an 
.alarming  rate,  with  500 inci¬ 
dents  reported  in  the  past 
two  years  alone; 

"There  are  international 
agreements  which  are  too 
often  ignored  or  poody  po¬ 
liced,0  Neela  Bettridgesakt 
Established  in  1989,  foe 
charity  has  sent  £2mfllkra 
to  a  variety  of  conservation 


In  danger:  red  squirrel 


In  danger:  water  vole 

.  programmes;-.  Thsk  Force 
helps  to  fund  tiger  poaching 
panels  in.: Russia,  ranger 
groups  to  protect  the  rfrino 
in  Namibia  and  a  similar 
operation  to  defend  the  ele¬ 
phants  in  Zambia. 

Their  work  is  used  fay 
more  than  10,000  schools 
and  the  charity  has  instigat¬ 
ed  a  series  of  conservation 
awards  to  encourage- more 
children  to  take  an  interest 
and  »  stake in  savings  wild¬ 
life  here  and  abroad.  . 

Tusk  Force  is  also  plan¬ 
ning  its  most  potent  and 
controversial,  advertising 
war  ever  in  The  Far  East  to 
persuade  consumers  to  boy¬ 
cott  the  unscrupulous  hade 
in  threatened  wildlife. 


Tusk  Force  Appeal 

fenckoe  a  cheque/ postal  order  (payable  to  Tlisk  Forctf  for  - 
Or,  please  debit  my  Visa  /  Access  /  Mastercard  account 


Expiry  date . 
Signature 

NAME . 

ADDRESS 


todays  date - /. 


—  POSTCODE  __ 


DAYTIME  PHONE  No  _ _ _ _ _ 

To  make  an  insrani  oedit  card  dcmiitHL  or  for  m&muisoQ, 
jjtea«ptaooe  (B4S 414616  (low  cost),  or  send  this  coupon  with  your 

Task  Force  . 

PO  Box 290  * 

Woherby  ..  . 

Yorks  LSZ37XL  • 

Reg.  Charity  No.  JUZ36S5 
Ptease  rvotc  a  donation  of  E250  or' 
more  is  worth  a  third  as  much  again  - 

through  Gift  Akt  as  we  can  daim  back 
•he  tax. 

□  Tick  hereifyou  would  Utea  receipt.  • 


GICCI 

ladies'  and  men's  fashions  •  shoes  and  leather  goods 

s  a  1  e  co  n  t  i  n  u  e  s 


MOM*®: 

'SwawisrtasflCTOfasWB  W- 


■■■■■■  ii  i  I  , 


18  sioane  street,  fondon  swl 
33  old  bond  street,  london  w] 


THE. super-rich  are  back,  and. 
determined  to  leave  dear  Mae 
v^rl between  titemsehres  and  '• 
poorer  mortals. 

After  a  period  in  fo£  <*&•••: 
drums,  Britain's  tnostexdt*- 
sive  boat  builders  are  racing  to  ■ 
meet  record  demand  for  their 
most  luxuriouyyachts.  Unlike- 
the  yuppie  boom  of  the  1980s; ; 
the  new  spending  spree  ’is  - 
attributed  - to  the  strength  of- 
the  “grey  pound"  —  rrricfcUe- 
aged  businessmen  who  have  ‘ 
survived  lean  times  and  want 
to  enjoy  themselves  again./. 

The  sort  of  man  who  might 
once  have  been  ■  -  happy 
realising  a  long-held  Camasy 
of  a  Rolls-Royce  orred,  sports-' 
car  is  now  said  to  he  turning  to . 
the  water  for  escapism,  with  a 
55ft  motor  yacht  as  his  finrt1 
vessel  At  the  London Interna- ..  = 
banal  Boat  Show  at  Earls 
Court  yesterday.-  the  mauufao- 
torersaf  boats  with  £1  million- 

plus  prices  said  thto- demand! 
was  outstripping  supply;  an* 
waiting  fists  of  up  to two  yeare. 
The  most  luxurious,  motor, 
yachts  at  the  Boat  Showbristle 
with  satellite  navigational 
technology  and  computer  cort*  ; 
trdls  which  allow  the  baats'to  *; 


Predator  SO  goes  fhrtnigh  its  paces.  Sophisticated 
:  controls  makecnrismg  easer  for  the  amateur 


becrewBdty.justacoupteof 
peopfe  arid  stfll  travel  ar 
speeds  in  ewass-of  30  knots. 
Brices  of  each  inoictd  can  vary 
because  of  the  opportunities 
for  custt^fog  furnishirigs 
and  interim- decor. 

■.  Christopher.'  Rubytfeon, 
managing  director  of  Princess 


Jn 

iBgfKBil 

Kt3«Ti 

rtru  a 

dffn'rj 

secrets  on  the  line 


BxBX3SSEl£JteMKlN$  .7 


WALK  into  '  any  deatfihg 
room  in  therGty.  -swftdr  <m  it 
computer  and  type  in  .die' 
passwords  Westham,  Mis-  : 
m  saotuuy  or  \Otrme.-iBrmsd  .■ 

■  and  the  dances  are  jura'll  be 
given  access  to  the  coiupany'S  • 
secrets.  •  :.T  v' .  \ 

That  is  the  anu^sion  of  i. 
survey  into  seerrt  passwords 
used  bydeafcnsiutbe  Square 
Mile  to  Jo g  on  to  Ibeir 
computers  each  moriung; 
They  are  adraos*  twiceas 
liktdy  to  te.dNKt  ^.or 
football,  or  an  ne^ingttkt 
name  for  ffae:bo5&-  (Haft  tibe  i 
names  of  wrves  orgnffrtends.;- ; 

Among  the  ■  passwords,, 
which  emerged  from  UtosraSi': 
wy  carried  out  Tor-.  Compacf 
Computer  m .  Renters  CSty  ; 
Screen  service,  •  were 
“bULDVS"  ^exnal  devwh^ 
7.-/5  ■  sprinter.  ...  to. 

Btorvhamwoodfmihemast  . 

annoying  train  of  that  week; 

.  Kiss  My  A™  CaEn*  r  mtssr 
4  age  aimed  at  a  persistent 
hacker.  The  popular  sporting 
passwords'  were  SfdudB.- 
after  the  late  Liverpool  man-: 
ager  Bin  Shankly,  Chelsea,:. 
Birdie  and  West Horn.  ... 

Fifteen  per  cent  of  respon-  . 
dents  logged  on  using  the  * 
tuuncof  fhrir  favourite  hofr  ^ 
day  destination/  perhaps  to 
remind  them  of- why.  tiny. 


were  work  in  the  first 

-  place:  Eight -per  tent  chose 
the  first  dung  they  sani  on 
iheir  deadt.  creatin  g  pass- 
wordssodttf  Qwuty^Posar 
wordandPfense. 

' Stone  of  tite  wcurc'tmnsual 
■  ones  were  KingsRoadmate, 

.  Gaddafi  and  the  5&plns  lei • 
Ters  thxt  make  op  die  longest 
;  ptacename  in  Whies.  ; 

7.  Martm  Sldnner/a  lecturer 
:in .  psychology  toWarwtek 
.Dnbwrsily,  satdrl  flunk  the 
has  quite  a  ’’  faddish 
culture  and  they  take  a  rava- 
Jfor,  jokeyauto  lewd  attitude : 
towa^  pmvitis.it  i$  a  bat 
flf  gw<inhw«ndn«g:" 

.  computer  security  experts, 
horrified  drat  tire  Judoer 

-  amid  waHc  into  flic  average 
dealing  room,  type  in  a- 
foothan  toun'  and  access  a 

^yahnfole  database. 

;  .  Chris/  Hook,  formerly 
‘managing  consultant  at  foe 
National  Computing  Centre. ■ 

:  .,in  Manchester,  saiddiefiiid- 

i^^arijr'm.Gly  nutitaftau 
whereyou  are-teflung  about 
very  hahwhe  transactions 
accessed  by  usmgflKiight 
password”.  Companies 
should  insist  on  proper  pro¬ 
cedures  and  dmhge '  pass¬ 
words  regularly. 


January 

Call  us  today  for 


more  secure  homo  ; 

This  January  Is  foe  perfect' time  to  invest  in  foe  best 
Because  you  wli  get  an  amazing  30%#  off  Everest's 
complete,  range  of  home  improvement  products  - 
windows,  doons,  patio  doors  and  Ropflina  products. 

Rrst  Choice  Finance 

If  you  want  finance,  we  .can  also  help.  We  offer  an 
unsecured  finance /facility  subject  to  status.  Written 
details  are  available  on  request-.  •  ■ 

\bu  only  fit  double  glazing  once, 
so  fit  the  best  -  Everest 
*  on  bt  price.  Not  robe 

DHHwrt  discount*  awtr  w  cwBwvatortM.  Otfw  only  ****>  ar. 

■  nme  of  quotation. 


Call  Free  0800  010123 

please  quote  reference  JAN755 


|  IfpA  I'd  tike  to  save  30%'  off  Everest's  fat  price.  . 
|  Y  yi  ^h^'MMW-e  fir ae,  no  oM^ation  quetefo”-  I 


•  Name:  Mr/Mre/Mtss , 
I  Home  TeJ  No^,  _ 
I  Address 

I  ■' 


Postcode, 


Everest 

FIT  THE  BEST 


Everett  House.  fWOSZ  mffls* Huts EN6  fNK 


Yachts  International,  who 
were  displaying  the  most  a* 
passive  boat  at  the  show,  a  20- 
metre  .  power  yacht  costing 
more  than  £1  million,  said: 
“Our  customers  are  the  more 
controlled  and  .  more  mature 
buyers— people  who  survived 
die-  recession  through  their. 


prudence  and  have  now  got 
foe  confidence  id  spend," 

The  company's  biggest  ves¬ 
sel  a  £1 S  million,  224n«re 
yacht,  is  sold  our  IS  months 
ahead.  Aside  from  wealthy 
businessmen.  Mr  Rufaythun's 
customers  include  lottery 
winners. 

Anyone  with  Q  .8  million  to 
spare,  and  taking  a  fancy  to 
foe  Sift.  Predator,  manufac¬ 
tured  by  Ctorsei -based  com¬ 
pany  Sunseeker,  wfl!  have  to 
bide  tfidr.  time  for  at  least  two 
years  before  taking  delivery  of 
their  dream  boat  This  is  after 
foe  company  has  expanded  its 
workforce  from  400  to  680  and 
opened  a  new  shipyard,  sperif- 
ically  m  construct  its  most 
eamertstveysKhis. 

The  Predator  S)  is  too  big  ra 
fit  into  the  show  arena,  but 
even  foe  SSft  Predator  can 
sleep  six  m  three  cabins  with 
jen-suite  fagfiries.  Like  foe  big 
Fairlme  yaifots.  it  has  capa¬ 
cious  sundedcs  and  thickly 
carpeted,  leather-furnished 
fawnges  and  room  for  jet  bikes. 

"In  the  early  to  nud-ld90s. 
the  industry  was  in  foe  doi- 
drums,"  said  Tony  Morgan,  a 
UK  distributor  of  Fairlme  who 
had  a  66ft  Cl  million  power 
boat  tat  display  an  foe  htggest- 


The  SSft  Predator  on  display  at  the  Boat  Show.  Its  makers  have  opened  a  new  boatyard  to  cope  with  demand 


ever  stand  at  the  Boai  Show. 
"But  people  who  have  made 
their  profits  are  now  spending 
on  boats  again." 

Richard”  Matthew's,  chair¬ 
man  of  Oyster  Marine.  Brit¬ 
ain's  largest  sailboat  builder 
by  turnover,  said:  “People  are 
cashing  in  their  chips  and 


using  the  cash  to  bu\  a  >  acht. 
We  are  seiline  more  :n  people 
new  to  saiiir.2  because  boats 
are  eaiivr  to  handle  these 
days.  Ytr.;  can  get  a 
pusheunon  cto:  naw.  People 
are  buying  a  £5ft  boai  as  their 
ir.troducrion  t;i  sailing.” 

Alteoush-  he  had  ju.c  sold  a 


blfi,  El  million  boat  in  Bah¬ 
rain.  he  feared  the  strength  of 
the  pound  did  not  make  for 
good  export  business.  About 
buoyant  British  trade,  he  had 
no  doubts.  “But  the  Bust  Show 
is  a  showcase  for  us.  You  don't 
see  people  just  walking  in  and 
signing  up  for  a  LI  million 


boat."  Two  minutes  later  one 
of  his  salesmen  sat  at  the  next 
table  with  a  customer.  The 
man,  who  did  not  wish  to  be 
named,  said:  “1  made  my 
money  and  bought  a  boat 
Mow  I'Ve  come  back  for  a  top- 
of-foc-range  boat  to  go  round 
foe  world." 


This  winter,  kids  go  free 
to  DisneylandParis 


it’s  First  Class  all  the  way! 


Announcing  an  extraordinary 
offer  for  the  coming  season. 

Front  now  until  March  Z6th,  your  kids  can.  go  free 
tb  Disneyland®  Paris,  with  no  string?  attached.  Any 
hotel  at  foe  Resort,  Theme  Park  entry,  or  certain 
extras  you  pre-book  and  pre-pay  will  be  completely 
free  for  your  child,  as  pare  of  the  Kids  Free 
programme  from  Disneyland  Paris1.  And  if  you 
choose  to  go  with  the  new  Eurastardirecr  train  to  the 
Magic  Kingdom,  your  children  can  travel  free  as  well 

And  if  you're  an  American 

Express  Cardmember,  its  First  Class  i  "  ■  ■  ■ 
■all  the  way!  At  the  Resort;  you’ll  get  I  Service 
the  exclusive  extra  benefits  of  foe  |  yon  ^ 

ongoing  American  Express  Service  |  Thtfuurica 


Service  JMbgtt|se:g 
yon  more  f  tfte  mt 
3k  Amnom  Express  Sereur 


very  special  festivities  and  magical 
new  entertainment  in  store  for  children 
and  adults  alike.  Such  as  the  Hunthback 
of  Notre  bam  Carnival,  the  sensational 
all-new  Disney  parade  inspired  by  foe 
recent  Disney  movie.  You’ll  see 
Sleeping  Beauty  Castle  completely 
transformed  with  fantastic  topsy-turvy  jiah  w  E 
decorations,  and  foe  spellbinding  new 
musical  show;  Disney  Classics:  Tk-Masit  Dawylewi. 
and  the  Mage,  is  an  amazing  feast  for  the 

eyes  and  the  ears.  So  the  happiesr 
■  —  "■*  J*CTg  place  on  earth  r$  even  happier 

ises  £jnrcn&  I  during  this  extraordinary  birthday 


Tlenh  to  Eaaaurr.  Amman  Exfina 
CjrdmnKbmsa  ajrrr  upgradr  m  First 
Clan  m  tkr  Esmaier  -  aid  tkankt  to 
Datvflmd  Pav.  dr  kids  go  }. 'nr! 


yon  more  of  the  magic 


designed  for  Catdraembers  yisroog 
Disneyland  Paris. 

And  if  you  take  the  Eurostar, 
your  family  gets  a  free  upgrade  to 
First  Class:  AD  for  just  paying  with 
foe  Card.  And  now  more  than  ever; 
this  is  a  spectacular  rime  to  gp. 

Now’s  a  great  time 
to  go;  the  birthday 
party  of  the  year! 

This  January  Disneyland  Paris 
kicks  off  their  5fo  Anniversary 
Birthday  party  and  there  are  some 


.Hawn* pngmmeejfmaze* 
mimmJMa^aloCmdmndmuko 
stay  aTpartiafiaiwt’  DisMjtand  Paris 
iadsfortwn^hsortsare.  J tat  boai 
tad  pay  estk  deCord  drott^t 
DuStytoml  Ptuv,  or  as  American 
Exfum  Travd  Service  Offkt,  tad 
yaa'BgttdrnSitmmmtsim 
aenimdaembsmjVlhgraad 
kotd starts,  m  rod!  asm  akrtmBtmt. 
PAa far  Inxkes forddkirt*,  frrr 
dnmttttkhadbor,afntphDj^ 
ya  rnd  tour  jamiy  at  Ac  Tstmt  ; 
Pari,  /oar  rtwjSar  Destrkad  Parit 
ntfaPu&esosaBnmr. 


Eurostar  can  take 
you  there;  with  a 
FREE  upgrade  to 
First  Class  ••• 

...exclusively  for  Cardmembers. 
So  don’t  forger  that  if  you  take 
Euros  tar  ro  speed  your  way  to  the 
bean  of  foe  magic,  and  you  book 
and  pay  with  foe  American 
Express  Card,  you  and  your  family 
get  the  free  upgrade  ro  First  Class. 
Eurostar  service  goes  straight  from 
London  to  foe  gates  of  Disneyland 
Paris  in  just  3  hours,  or  from 
Ashford  in  2  hours.  It’s  one  of  foe 


fastest,  easiest,  most  convenient  ways 
to  get  to  Disneyland  Paris. 

Call  now  to  join  the 
party! 

Reserve  your  places  at  foe  Fifth 
Anniversary  party  now!  Come  for  a 
fabulous  weekend,  or  more  than  that 
by  taking  advantage  of  * 

&&&*!  this  offer  for  foe  Kids  ,JL 
upcomi  ng  school  . 

holidays.  Making  foe  dream  a  reality  has  “  ^ !  ’ 

never  been  easier.  To  give  you  and  your  ‘'vjjjr, 
children  access  to  all  foe  special  magic, 
call  today  at  foe  number  below.  Simply  j fajiMT 

mention  that  you  intend  ro  book  with  ® 

foe  American  Express  Card,  and  that  you'd  like  to 
take  advantage  of  both  foe  Kids  Free  programme; 
and  all  the  special  benefits  reserved  exclusively  for 
American  Express  Cardmembers. 


Full  Disneyland  Paris  direct K  on; 

0990  93  93  93 


(PARIS 


Car 


m 
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Reluctant  homage  to  city  that  tamed  a  desert 


Explorer  returns  to  the 
shifting  sands  of  Arabia 


From  Barry  May 
of  REITFR 
].\  m  u  a  i 


THE  explorer  Sir  Wi/fred 
Thesiger.  reconciled  but  re¬ 
sentful  of  the  changes  caused 
by  the  discovery  of  nil,  was 
reunited  with  nvn  ghosts  of  his 
past  when  he  visited  Dubai  to 
open  a  photographic  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  his  travels  in  southern 
Arabia  in  the  Jl|4tls. 

Sir  Wilfrid,  Flo.  mei  two 
Beiiums  who.  as  teenagers, 
had  been  his  constant  com¬ 
panions  as  he  journeyed 
across  the  barren  Empty 
Quarter. 

Sal  ini  bin  Kahina  and  Sa¬ 
lim  bin  Gliabaisha.  now  grey¬ 
haired  hut  then  young  camel 
rustlers,  were  pictured  Harr¬ 
iot  it  and  youthfully  clean¬ 
shaven  atop  a  crag  in  Sir 
Wilfred's  account  of  his  t rav¬ 
els.  .4 rabian  Sands.  published 
in 

The  photograph  shows 
them  with  rifles  slung  over 
their  shoulders,  while  car¬ 
tridge  belts  and  khanjnn  — 
curved  daggers  —  worn  at 
their  waists  complete  the  war¬ 
rior  image. 

Breeding  and  trading  in 
canids  and  engaging  in  tribal 
bJouU  feuds  seemed  to  be  iheir 
primary  occupations.  The  uvo 
young  men  called  the  Oxford- 
cJucaied  Englishman  —  tall, 
lean  and  ascetic  —  Mubarak. 
the  blessed  one.  Cursed  —  or 
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Guff  of  Aden 


blessed  —  with  wanderlust. 
Sir  Wilfred  first  crossed  the 
vast  desert  with  the  two  no¬ 
mads  in  six  weeks  in  ld46.  He 
left  in  IdSO  after  another 
crossing  and  said  later  that  he 
regarded  his  time  in  the  desert 
as  “the  happiest  years  of  my 
life". 

“I  was  determined  to  meet 
the  challenge  of  the  desert  and 
be  on  equal  terms  with  the 
Bedu."  he  said  as  he  guided 
bin  K.abina  and  bin 
Ghabaisha  —  themselves 
agog  at  Dubai  in  all  its 
modernity  —  around  the  exhi¬ 
bition  and  smiled  at  the  pic¬ 
tures  of  them  as  young 


tribesmen.  Dubai,  a  city  of 
large,  steel-and-glass  office 
blocks,  luxury  hotels  and 
eight-lane  highways  that  are  a 
tribute  to  the  success  of  a 
relentless  battle  to  tame  the 
desert  contrasted  markedly 
with  the  exhibition  of  some  of 
the  many  monochrome  photo¬ 
graphs  he  took  during  his 
travels. 

He  said  Arabian  Sands  had 
been  “a  memorial  to  a  van¬ 
ished  past,  a  tribute  to  a  once 
magnificent' people". 

But  the  Dubai  of  today  was 
completely  different  from  the 
small  fishing  village  and  port 
on  llie  creek  he  once  knew. 


“The  last  time  1  was  here  1 
barely  recognised  Dubai 
Creek."  he  said.  “It's  very 
impressive  —  I'm  not  saying  I 
like  it 

“I  prefer  it  the  way  it  was  the 
first  time  I  came  here.  Tve 
always  detested  cars  and 
planes.  They  diminish  the 
world  and  rob  it  of  all  its 
diversity." 

Sir  Wilfred  loves  the  silence, 
of  the  desert  and  blames  the 
discovery  of  oil  for  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  the  life  he  knew. 
When  he  first  returned  to 
Arabia  in  1977,  he  found  Abu 
Dhabi,  capital  of  the  newly 
formed  country  of  the  United 
Arab  Emirates,  “an  Arabian 
nightmare,  the  final 
disillusionment". 

Abu  Dhabi's  high-rise 
buildings  and  oil  refineries, 
spread  over  what  had  been 
empty  desen.  symbolised  all 
that  he  hated  —  modernity  in 
all  its  aspects. 

Back  in  the  city  in  1990  for  a 
previous  photographic  exhibi¬ 
tion,  sponsored  by  his  old 
friend  and  ruler  of  the  Emir¬ 
ates.  Sheikh  Sultan  Zayed  bin 
al-N  ahayan.  Sir  Wilfred 
found  himself  reconciled  to  the 
inevitable  changes  in  Arabia 
which  had  been  brought  about 
by  vast  oil  wealth  and  were 
typified  by  the  Emirates. 

“Abu  Dhabi  is  now  an 
impressive  modern  dry,  made 
pleasant  in  this  barren  (and  by 
avenues  of  trees,"  he  wrote. 


Sir  Wilfred  Thesiger  in  front  of  a  portrait  of  himself  as  a  you 
crossed  the  Empty  Quarter  in  southern  Arabia,  aocompani 


Water  firm 
takes  £2m 
too  much 


South  West  Water .  dyer* 
charged  14.000  custbrners  a^ 
total  of  more  chart  EZnuflioBt 
when  if  collected  their  direct!  ’ 
debit  -payments  twice.-  Tfe- 
error.  amounting  Do  an  aver¬ 
age  overpayment  of  more  thaii 
£140,  was  nouced'  within  a 
day.  The  company  said  yester¬ 
day  that  it  would  reimburse: 
any  bank  charges  incurred  by 
customers.  Ian  Douglas,  the 
finance  director,  saitfc  "One  of 
my  staff  made  a.  mistake."  -  . 
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Fall  in  flu  cases 


The  number  of  people'  con.-, 
trading  fiudropped^  Over  the 
Christmas  holiday. fir  'tfie 
week  to  December  29,  the 
incidence  was  1222  people 
with  flu  or  flu-like  illness  per; 
100,000  of  the  population;, 
compared  with  12S.9  the  previ¬ 
ous  week,  tiie  ftoyal  CWfcgeof 
General  Practitioners  said. 


Stick  for  Punch 


A  women’s  group  in  Barry. 
South  Wales,  wants  to  ban.  a 
Punch  and  Judy  pantomime  ■; 
from  being  held  in  tbetq«ni  A 
spokeswoman  for  Women's 
Aid  said:  “It  isn’t  appropriate 
in  the  late  1990s  to: -expect , 
children  to  laugh  at  a  man 
bashing  women  ovetthe  head 
with  a  stick."  t  V  ;  - 
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"Great  Offers 
right  around 
me  Store." 


Monarch  of 
the  cliffs  is 
found  dead 


Key  moment  V  • 

A  Volvo  driver,  who  was  cut 
up  on  tiie  Gloucester  bypass.  . 
forced  a  BMW  driver  to  stDp£ 
snatched  his  keys  after  an:  . 
argument  and  drove  off.  - ' 

handed  the  keys  to  pWicey 
saying  the  BMW  driver  • 

not  fit  to-be  on  the  road.  The? 
police  later  returned  ttekeySr  •/ 
lo  the  stranded  motorist 


P- 


In  the  drink 


By  Alan  Hamilton 


JOANNA  HAUL 
Department  Manager 
NEW  B&Q  GUILDFORD  NOW  OPEN 
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B&Q  Vinyl 
Matt  or  Silk 
Emulsion 
Pure  Brilliant 
White.  10  Litres. 


WAS  £15.49 


Dulux  Non 
Drip  Gloss 
Pure  Brilliant 
White.  2.5  Litres. 


WAS  £9.49 


Dulux  Vinyl 
Matt  or  Silk 
Emulsion 
Pure  Brilliant 
White. 

5  Litres. 


Amcor  D355 
De  humidifier 
2  speed  fan. 
Suitable  for 
a  3/4  bedroom 
house. 


WAS  £11.99 


.99 


1  WAS  £229.99 

£219 

.99 

each 


Colonial 
6  Pane! 
Knotty  Pine 
Inferior  Door 

78ins  x  30ins. 


Vymura  Masquerade 
Ready  Pasted 
Wallcoverings 
Available  in 

ibs.  motif  pattern 

striped 


’m 


f  design.  In 

^various 

SfefcCOlours. 


WAS  £9 


WAS  £34*9 
WASS3&99 


WAS  £22.99 


'99 


\  Tongue  &  Groove 
Softwood 
Cladding 

1 ,8m.  Pack  of  5. 


WAS  £54.99 


C£3 

JBfTY  ALARM  SYSTEM 


Slack  & 

Decker 

KsS&SSE  |(  £5 

dOOwcrtts. 

Variable 
speed. 


WAS  £29.99 


WAS  £69.99 


.99 


A  RED  deer  stag  that  was 
believed  to  be  the  oldesf  on 
Exmoor  has  been  found  dead 
in  a  remote  area  of  north 
Somerset,  ending  a  decade's 
reign  as  monarch  of  .  the 
moor.  It  is  believed  to  have 
been  wounded  by  a  hunter . 
and  limped  away  to  die.  - 
The  animal,  estimated  to* 
have  beep.  18  years  old,  jvas 
known  as  the  Oiff  Stag  from 
its  preferred  >  grazing 
grounds  on  steeply  wooded- 
diffs  above  the  Bristol  Chan¬ 
nel.  Its  body  was  discovered 
by  chance  by  Graham  Floyd, 
a  local  deer  expert  who , 
recognised  its  14-point 
antlers.  •  i 

The  stag  is  thought  to  have 
been  shot  by  a  legal  hunter  ! 
who  attempted  to  make  an 
immediately  fetal  hit  but  in¬ 
stead  wounded  the  animal, 
canring  its  death  some  days 
later.  Six  other  dead  stags  I 
were  to  and  on  the  same  day.  | 
Mr  Floyd  said:  “He  was. 
master  stag  around  here.  All 
the  other  deer  are  youngsters  . 
compared  with  him  " 


Attawlercrew  are  the  toast  of 
the  port  of  Ardglass.  Go 
Down,  after  netting  a  contain-T 
er  holding  27  bottles  of  spirits 
and  30  of  wine.  More  of  the. 
containers  —  swept  off  a  ship 
in  bad  weather — are  believed, 
to  be  in  the  area  and  Jisher- 
men  are  determined  to  track 
down  the  rest. 


sS 
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Roman  find 


A'Rdmah"  wall  and  other, 
artefacts  werediscovefdtiby'a5 
man  digging  a  drainage  hole 
in  his.  back  garden.  Uffi  gnt. 
ham,  of  Southampton,  is  be-' 
lieved  to-have  uncovered  part. 
Of  the  Roman  town  of  Claus-, 
entum.  The  5ft-thidc  wall  may 
have  come  froih  abeacon  trf 
guide  ships  up  the  Itchen..  v. 


Rent  rooted  out 


Fran  Hurdman,  landlady  ot 
The  Rose  and  :.Lion  pub^in- 
Bromyard, Hereford  afuf ■ 
Worcester,  who  had  agreed  to  . - 
pay  her  yearly  rent  in  pars¬ 
nips,  has  handed  over  the  first 
payment  to  Peter  Aipor,  owner: 
of-the  Wye  Valley  Breweiy;.-; 
who  had  wanted  the  garden;  • 
kept  up.  .  ...  r: 
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esave 


Jr  %  t 


IN  YOUR  FIRST  YEAR 


FREE . 


FREE, 


MINS  C " L 
■lONTH  FO!- 


FREE'!' 


n-  casz 


NOKIA 


1  00  HOUR  EATTERY 


PER  SECOND  BILLING 


FREE  noxr  dav 


43  Piece 
Socket  Set 
■  A  range  of 
sockets,  spinner 
handle  and 
PhrtHps  bits. 


g)  o  & 


I  ll 


15b  (nrA»p««^o} 
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1 TESCO 


EARN  TESCO 
CLUBCARD  POINTS 
AT  B&Q 


Heh  up  a  leaflet  tn  state 
Datsaettpohln 
HMWactHunornfiMpatL 


A  BIGGER  CHOKE  •  A  BETTER  PRICE 

BRITAIN'S  BIGGEST  &I.Y 
CHAIN -FOR  YOUR 

r 

NEAREST  itlvftt  PHOHt 
OBOG  600980 

WAS  £2.75 


£|.99 


OPENING  HOURS 


MondayButwetay:  Most  dares  8am-8pm. 

SuntSay:  Mast  dares  England  &  Wales  l0arrv4pm  (where  pennMed). 
Scoltand  &  Northern  irelanrt  9anv6pm.  Certain  store  hours  may  vary. 
Diease  'phone  yow  nocrasf  3ftxe  to  confirm. 


B&Q 


YOU  CAN  DO  IT  WHIN  YOU  840  IT! 


Caters  may  vary  ad  B&Q 
Wcrahouseiand  BftQ 
Depots.  See  bi  Core  tor 
rtetoas  ot  out  Price  Ptomtw. 
few  mevm  areappr^rTgto. 

Oeiore  bavefflng.  Offers 
QvtStatJte  wfifie  socka  tort. 


DIAL  a  PHONE 


Currys 


so 


I  i I  i  I W  U  ft  a  I ' W*  t  * =i  *  fi  f  I 


LARGE  SCREEN  TVS 


£Vi  When yoa spend ^99 vim eaKanys 

«"*0*dfrafa  ufadMbg  Ini)  Sta«*afeaiW»N» 


LAUNDRY 

SAVE  £150 

E2 


WtM  £399-99. 
etdtom  ftfcs  £293*9. 

airiKWHivjuur  v 


r279te 


Era 


ilt: 
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HOTPOINTnoospta 

■  Quick  wash.  m 

■  740  hear  ■ 

economy  option.  .  ■ 

Mbdii  WMIW  wo  ansa.  M 

aermifMTJUQrsr 


HOOVERiwosofaUt* 


■  EoMogtai  wash  iyn»nL 

■  Oetay  timer. 

Model  AC!  70. 

Was  £469-99. 


HOTPOINT  woo  spin 


■  Aquarius  wash  system. 

■  Sow  spin  speed. 


HOTPOINT  moo  spin 'i 


ELECTRICAL 


SAVE  tSJ  £200 


MATSU  I  taaam  a-w 

■  •9CT«H«cKn*nti»  — M~S7mP. 

■  ftcexur onW «cr  4WA  1 

WadeirwAR.  EXl1  *  * 


HITACHI  "«™  «rwcAMS«»° 

TV  with  Fatten  ■JHHB*****  t*a  I 

■  rsJW  sneer.  u«.  BVWB  I7QM  I 

■  ZyCATTsod'ca  Rill £*•/  JHI 

Moee  i  r?«  - 

Was  £W9  M.  .n-dore  ha  J9 


f479* 


£9* 


WHITE  K$0GHT  n»> 

'■CooWkmn  isdVty.  -- 


<120 


fB79» 


nj-H.1 


ilia* 


BOSCH  10003*1 

■  11  wash  programmes. 

■  Economy  option. 
Model  WFB2004. 


SAVESiUO 


BUY  NOW  PAY  '  '  18  MONTHS 

18  MONTHS  LATER*  nflgMSTFRK 

DOMKTIC^RI^CES  ONARANffiOFTOPBRANDPTODUCR 


iWA  nvs* 

{329.99 


•SS® 


MIlNDCt 

£399.99 


iuima 

i399* 


SONY  25-  MCAM  itemo  TV 

m  S’cn-  vrr-,hw  screen  u».  ■■MBreuCHNFdS' 
■  lOp^ure  tac:-Ty.  MOTH  A  00  «. 

Kk[ilf4o"£9 

W*  £555  99  ITrl  - 

Lh^toir  Piite  £495  99. 

BUY  MOW  P»V  JULY  “37 


HITACHI  75-  Potty  Pn^pg - - 

TV  with  IDS 

S9cm  v.vs»  v-err.  w  WTR  _CQQ  «« 

Mode:  ?5«  K<ll|£397^ 

VWjv£fi7?.i9 

BUY  HOW  PAY  JULY  97 


PANASONIC  J9-3e^P2i29£iJf22!S. 

Sound  TV  with  Fnsseit  |Eflfoua«  «** 

■  tscr  IWYH  "IQ A  „ 

■  aen  wr.  ai'*-.  IWlllIf/33.99 

an  *c -rt  ‘Xt~*  srfr.Hi**'  rmuyy 
Model  JSAiliP  •■:*  £999  99  'rwd»e  Pf<c*  £»*9  99 

BUY  MOW  PAY  JAHUABY  'BP _ 


TOSHIBA  2r wuy^2«2t5iESSS| 

Sound  TV  with  Fastest  ■SPJBvOiiOtf*"*!  j 

miim 

Mode:  1657.  nil  M9939 „ 

Ui -store  fn»  £545  59  BUY  NOW  PAY  JULY  ” 


HITACHI  S’ BEAM  tarn*  IV  with  f««un 

■  S9em  MOk  Kreen  ■-■*.  ^ —— — - 

■  feSirf.  »ar  aiie-J  BPM  *°?2V*a 

CiTWSWPiSh  ■77lr47Une 
Mode-  31*  **  £47539  B.lIlgM3» 
iHSrtPntf  ICM95 

W  MONTHS  WISttST  ms  amw 


H0M£  EHTER7AJWMENT  e£5T  BUY 

fioosit 


Men  iiwafe  '-creep  tzc. 

ESSSStttW  BUY  HOW  PAY  JANUARY* 


AEG  woo  spin  'DtgtnMk' 

■  Sdf  abutting  ww  ■ 


■  Quiet  operation. 

■  10  programmes. 

Model  6200.  WU  £57939. 
BUY  HOW  PAY  JULY  *98 


1347999 


DISHWASHERS 

SAVE 

Vo  £160 


SERVIS  Ptfl  Stae  DUwnriMr 

■  22  Btra  normal  war 

£  ■S^aS^wer  Rfflr 

T  taker.  Model  M411WL  KI'W 

hvoore  Price  £24939. 

BUY  NOW  nor  JULY  *97  _ . 


CANDY  FuBshe' 

■  4  programmes.  ■ 

■  DeCcace  cycle.  I 

Model  C4100.  I 

VWn&SfcH.  E 

tn-storo  Price  £24839.  f 
BUY  NOW  PKY  JUtY  *97 


•Mi 


9<229» 


HOOVERmsw 

•Soft  Mw"  BUnmdm 
■  MuitHUrKHared  AAA 

■Economy  option.  1  BIll'If/Bj 
Model  D7CNL  ■lliJ 

BUY Nowwor juuy» ;  ■': 


ZANUSSI 


{35999 


AEG  nNBwXtoPewdrrtAww*2-. 

■  Law  energy  and  _ 

ww  oonRenprinn.  ■■■  SMEMCt 

:‘c£X^  Kftlt399» 

Model  4940.  ■AWe* - ; — - 

WW  £47939. _ 

BUY  NOW  fWVJUIX*M 


2f^ 


PORTABLE  TVs 

SAVE 


up  to  a  ren 

fOT.AL  Of  XrDU 


All*, A  ri.'  •*•  ■  '  •  . .  .'J, 

-T-.'-'  TV.; 


VOUOERPfflCE 

£199.99 


i  AIWA  CD  Mini  Hi-Fi 

■  Programmable  CD  player. 

■  Ywm  cassette  deck. 

■  Digital  tuner. 

Mocfel  NS XV 1D0 
Was  £199.99  _ 

in-store  Price  £169  99. 


GRUNDIG  14* Pnwable  Cdowr  TV »dd« 

Bamote  Control  MUPOCE 

■  Morm-ilev^ter.^t  ■Tl  «A.„ 

■  Re-ncte  ‘•.O'.Ifii  H 1 1  Hfl  JJ.99 

raodei  p?7370. 

Was  f -.49.99 


SONY  1<-  Colour  PortaMa  TV  »"th  Paneat 

■  vans  Jtutir  soten  tor  MB|WWiiiiii  mil  Ml  I 

a5r“  Ea£l99* 

m-stare  Price  CM  99 


TV/VIDEO  PACKAGES 

SAVE 

TOTAL  OF  £100 


—  \ 


SAVE  A  W,TT5^ 
TOTAL  OF  r 

£i 


FREE 


-•.*w 


LEISURE  ^ 

110cm  Sat-oi  Double 
Width  Gas  Cooicn- 
AuaiTable  in  Racing  Green. 

S^'lW^AroTW.^ffTW- 

ssr^ssssssss* 


SAlfPWCE 

£159S 


SAVE 

£200 


SONY  »■  PoNr  Pro-U>g*  Sanound  Sound  TV 

59cm  visible  screen  toe.  gyHflHH  »wrfPrJ  "*** 

^^OWCAM  I  £1049 

Stereo  Video  1B1IHM  — - 

Model  avE7ia 


TOP  BRAND  VIDEOS 

SAVE 

TOTAL  &  £80 


MATSU1  enraa  Long  Play  Video  whh 
Remote  Control  _ 

■  Long  play  inaeases  IP?  ■  SAUratCt 
recording  time  of  tapes,  ■ffjw  41fl 

■  Infra-red remorrcornrt>L^W|||W£  1 33.99 

MuM  VXAf  190  Wm£I«9B  Wl^^i  - 

BESTSELLER 


AIWA  Long  Nay  Video  with  VldeoNus 

■  On-screen  ddplay  - 

■  Auto-head  cleaning  Kmll 

■  Autotradung.  ■CT|W 

Model  HVGX3S0.  If^I  £  |  /  299 

Was  £19939  - 


PANASONIC  Long  Play  Video-dth 

VldeoPlus  and  POC 

Auto  setup  laciBty.  KYja  11 A 

Model  NV50200fi.  ■74l|£Zj2E 

Was  £259.99. _  - 

6  MONTHS  INTEREST  FREE  OPTION* 


AI  WA«4taad  N1CAM  Stereo  Valeo  with 

:s“."gss;srBiilt269a 

Model  HVFX2500.  ^ 

1  MONIHS  UTTHgyt  FREE  0PT10W 


REFRIGERATION 

UP  ^0  A 


COOKERS 

SAVE 


SAVE  TOTAL  OF 


f109» 


{129* 


II  rrXt\  SAVE 

£160  ||T^*3  £200 

•20 


VACUUMS 

r*Xt\  SAVE 

?o  HALF  PRICE 


SAVECS£200 


.  .  .  Model  1480. 

t188*l  I  !££& 


ELECTROLUX  mauaa  c* 

■  1 300  «»an  variable  HPRH- 
power  motor.  ^BrjrV 

■4  litre  double  Bjill 

life  dustbag  BaitJL 

Model  TANGO  1661. 

WW  £12939. _ . 


ELECTROLUX  upright 

1300  watt  motor.  MHt 


MO  Cyfinder  Om-r 

lili®  «ur*c£ 

%l  f6fe 


ACER  ACROS  pioomiN 


pi  US  FF^E  rniQUR  PRINTER  IVITH  SELECTEDPCs 

aagfiEaaa 


d  50 


,  .  ...  ri rvTmi  ini ;x usia'JR sui=Lt  :•;< jirr^wTEP 

jmrri  -h'YtT'-TT 


SON^ Y  edited  imwiMoue  wan  «««>  «*» 

with  IMeodus  and  IOC  MIRIM  . 

Super  Ti logic  for  TQfl 

tfnprovedpirttaetiaaliTy  ■]1|NrlXM|M 

Model  5U/E710.  W«s  £44959.  pyjUUJh 

in -store  Price  £39939  _ _ 

u  unutus  wTEigyr  Htg  amor 


TOSHIBA  fc-Haad  MCAM  Stereo  Video 

HwMtVideoPlutandPDC^ — - - 

Editing faoMies.  tyjHB;,  IjwjtfQBifNO 

sssr—  EEM19.99 

Model  856. _  ***" - 

G  MONTHS  BnBie5T  REE  OPnOir 


bvswrc  Prim  £13939. 


CREDA  soon  Stoeta  Beta*  Coolwr 

■  i^i.i.wundlriL  — 

■  *fast  redspotl-  iSP!S  ;  I  SMSH 

%?££:  BHilt289* 

Was  09939.  H 

HUY  NOW  P*Y  JULY  *97 


wuoemi 

{119* 


{189* 


ADVENT  piaBMHi;  MuMmwaa  PC 
■  BM9  RAMHGb  HB^Hwouocinaix 

■SuNNte RTS  £999 

Model  8125.  ft  V1* 

Wja{1lW.I&ggrr  PrCTUIft». 

>  MONIHS  INTEREST  HtEE  OMKHr 


APRICOT  itaamal Ready  P133  MnWinema  PC 

■  16Mb  RAM.  ■Hffi^f~ui]rp«GE— 

■  frspeed  CD-ROM  drive.  a-nn 

Model  M5S40 P133  IBto  f*l\ T|1  f] hjM 
VUM  £1889.9 MONTHS  WlTJUWYY 
OfTKEST  FREE  OPTION* 

H  US  Btg  IHTEKt*T  FOR  1  YEAH 


beko 

4.1  OLfL  UMW** 


HOTPOINT 

5^  Olit  LNder  Fridge 


SUPERS E 


AEG03nl.lt  Fridge  Tmemr  _ 

■  2  compressors.  |MHsav  r«ia 


DWCtrimUpd^tONnK 
itotfpOT.wwOTAsaa 
BUY  NOW  RAY  JULY  *91 


{100 


MICROWAVES 

SAVE 
•r  £70 


rXKC\  CD  HI-FI  SYSTEMS 

SAVE  to  £100 


SOD  MAGAZINE 


MATSUI  asm 

UaOLCe^aaHinMMl 

■  80B  iwrepaMr  output  I 

■  60  mintne  Wner.  9 

Model  M161M.  I 

tn-nura  Price  £7*39. 


HOTPO  INT  Stan  Slot* _ 

jJt^rSoSwaww-. 

oRi]  {77999 


Model  EW71P. 


MUQBtPna 

tfi9* 


{89* 


JVC  UHra^oiopadt™*®®®**^ 

a  2  piece  component 

■  RN^gite^fevcrae  |  Kl{229* 

nSSHScm.  iwaM#  w*  SJ9=99' 

Wx  £26939.  Irvctore  Puce  049-99 


£199^9 


SONY  CD  Hi-fl  with Tumtahto 

■  MuItJpiay-  plmr*  W>  W  5CD1E- - 

■65  watts  IRMS)  nULiacuNmnna 

jsssf-  BJ  (379.9! 

was  MAW9.  was  £39939 
BUY  NOW  WW  JUNE  *87 


AIWA  PflBer  Pro-Look:  CD  Mini  HHH. 

■  Multiplay-plaidup 

to  3  CDs. 

■R0S  digital  tuner. 

Uttd  aauwva.  Vhs  BN  51 
IB  MONTHS  MEREST  FREE  OPTION* 


%  HALF  PRICE 
ON  TAPES  AND 
HEADPHONES 

See  In-store  for  details 


ON  THE  SPOT 


{249* 


HXCUJ5lV!:i 


BUY  NOW 
PAY  UP  TO 
13 

MONTHS 

LATER 


Currys 

BRITAIN’S  BIGGEST  ELECTRICAL  RETAILER 


Currys  voucher  specials 


Eijft 


'  / 
/ 


} 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

AGONY  IN 
ANTARCTICA 


6  Morphine.  I  had 
to  have  morphine.  I 
cried  out  as  each 
new  surge  of 
excruciating  pain 

gripped  my 
stomach,  back  and 
groin.  But  my 
screams  went 

unheard...  9 

Ranulph  Fiennes,  the 
veteran  explorer, 
reveals  the  torture 
that  engulfed  him 
when  he  set  out  at  the 
age  of  53  two  months 
ago  to  race  a  young 
rival  to  the  South 
Pole  and  beyond 


Read  Fiennes's  own 
story  of  his  agony  in 
Antarctica  tomorrow 
in  News  Review 


THE  SLAT) A  V  TIMES 
IS 

THE  SEN  Day  papers 


‘People  are  looking  for  guidance.  This  is  not  so  much  a  competition,  more 

Your  invitation  to  spread  the 


THE  T?  M  ES  SATURDAY  JANUARY  4  1997  V 

a  festival’ 


DBClLMcWt^AMCE 


By  Ruth  Gledhill 
RELICIOIV  CORRESPONDENT 


PREACHERS  are  invited  to¬ 
day  to  submit  sermons  for  the 
Preacher  of  the  Year  award, 
sponsored  by  The  Times.  This 
year,  for  the  first  rime,  preach¬ 
ers  will  be  permitted  to  submit 
tapes  as  well  as  written  texts. 

The  award,  organised  by 
the  College  of  Preachers  and 
in  its  third  year,  has  raised  the 
profile  of  preaching  after  a 
decade  when  many  had  writ¬ 
ten  off  both  religion  and  God 
as  irrelevant  to  society. 

The  Bishop  of  Durham,  the 
Right  Rev  Michael  Turnbull, 
said  that  the  relevance  of  the 
sermon  to  public  fife  had 
rarely  been  more  important, 
giving  church  leaders  a  pulpit 
from  which  ro  speak  out  on 
moral  and  spiritual  values  at  a 
rime  when  their  contribution 
was  needed  more  chan  ever. 

The  award  is  intended  to 
raise  the  profile  of  both 
preaching  and  preachers. 
More  than  800  preachers  sub¬ 
mined  sermons  over  the  first 
two  years. 

Bishop  Turnbull,  who 
chairs  the  council  of  the  Coll¬ 
ege  of  Preachers,  said:  “Ser¬ 
mons  are  still  a  major  opport¬ 
unity  to  influence  the  life  of  the 
nation,  reaching  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  every 
week. 

“They  are  presented  to  every 
community  in  the  land,  usual¬ 
ly  by  someone  who  knows  the 
people  well.  The  preacher  lives 
among  the  people  and  knows 
what  their  concerns  are.  He  or 
she  speaks  from  knowledge  of 


Preacher  of  the  Year 


Organised  by  the 
College  of  Preachers 

Preachers  are  invited  to  put  themselves 
forward  for  The  Times/College  of  Preachers 
Preacher  of  the  Year  Award  1997.  The  winner 
will  be  presented  with  a  specially  commis¬ 
sioned  sculpture  for  display  in  his  or  her 
church  and  will  have  their  sermon  published 
in  The  Times.  Runners-up  will  also  receive  an 
award  to  mark  their  achievement.  Entrants 
can  submit  notes  or  complete  sermons,  but  no 
more  than  2.000  words  in  total  phase.  Tapes 
will  also  he  aaeepted.  Congregations  or  a 
member  of  a  congregation  may  also  nominate 
a  preacher,  but  nnJy  if  their  permission  is 
obtained  first. 


PREACHER  OF  THE  YEAR  NOMINATION  FORM 


Name  and  address  of  preacher,  with  a  daytime  telephone 
number  . . - . — . - . . . - . 


Nam 


ie,  address  and  denomination  of  church  . . . 


Send  your  sermon  to: 

Ruth  Gledhill,  Religion  Correspondent,  The  Times, 
1  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN. 


rhetr  needs  and  aspirations. 
The  preacher  is  potentially  a 
powerful  force  in  opinion- 
forming  on  political  and  mor¬ 
al  issues,  as  these  issues  are 
talked  about  nationally  and 
worked  on  locally."  Most 


people,  while  sceptical  of  other 
forms  of  communication,  still 
trusted  preachers,  he  said.  The 
preacher's  mission  had  been 
given  an  added  urgency  by  the 
moral  debates  of  last  year, 
over  the  Dunblane  shootings 


-  - - - q-.  -  ■ 

Sculptor  Rosalind  S  tracery  with  her  sculpture  for  the  Preacher  of  the  Year  trophy. 
This  year,  recorded  as  well  as  a  written  sermons  are  acceptable 

issues,  toe  sermon,  with  one  tribute  to  the  role  of  The  Tii 
million  preached  each  year,  is  in  raising  the  profile  of 
one  of  the  principal  means  of  preaching  in  this  country.  It  is 


master  Philip  Lawrence. 

The  Right  Rev  James  Jones. 
Bishop  of  Hull  and  a  member 
of  the  college  council,  sard: 
“With  people  looking  for  guid¬ 
ance  on  moral  and  spiritual 


helping  people  to  see  the 
relevance  of  the  Christian 
faith  to  the  moral  basis  of  our 
society,  f  would  like  to  pay 


not  so  much  a  competition, 
more  a  festival.  Preaching  is 
an  ait  but  requires  certain 
skills.  The  award  has  helped 


people  to  see  the  importance  of 
acquiring  these  skills." 

About  30,000  senaoas  are 
preached  in  Britain  each 
week,  reaching  miHions  of 
people  across  all  denomina¬ 
tions.  The  College  of  Preachers 
believes  that  the  churches 
could  make  more  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  this  presents  if  preach¬ 
ing  was  more  effective. ' 

The  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury.  Dr  George  Carey,  said: 
“Lively,  intelligent  preaching 
is  -  crucial  for  the  life  and 
growth  of  tiie  Church.1*  The 
Archbishop  of  Westminster, 
Cardinal  Basil  Hinrtft  said- 
“The  College  of  Preachers  has 
a  vital  task.-  There  is  a  greater 
need  titan  ever  for  skilled 
preachers  able  to  bring  the 
.  gospel  to  life,  who  by  their 
words  and  their  lives  are 
channels  of  God’s  love  for  a 
world  in  search  of  healing  and 
hope.” 

‘  Last  year’s  winner  was.  Fr 
William  Anderson,  65,  of  St 
Mary's  Cathedral,  Aberdeen, 
and  the  only  Roman  Catholic 
to  make  the  shortlist  of  30.  He 
preached  in  the  final  with  four 
others  at  Southwark 
Cathedral.  .  .  . 

The  30  shortlisted  sermons 
and  toe  winning  sojnoh  from 
1995,  by  the  Rev  Barry 
Overend  of  Leeds,  are  avail¬ 
able  in  The  Times  Best  Ser¬ 
mons  of 1996  (Cassell,  £9.99). 

The  dosing  date  for  entries 
is  March  31. 1997.  If  tapes  are 
submitted,  sermons  must  be 
no  longer  than  15  minutes. 


At  Yoor  Service. 
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Nokia  1610 

Digital  Mobile  Phone  Package 

•  Up  to  100  hours  standby/210  minutes  talktime 

•  100  name  and  number  memory 

•  Dedicated  voicemail  key 


SALE 

PRICE 


£14999 


Motorola  oa6o 

Digital  Mobile  Phone  Package 

•  Up  to  200  minutes  talktime/ 

60  hours  standby 

•  100  name  and  number  memory 


Packages  include: 


•  UNE  RENTAL  FOB 
A  WHOLE  YEAR  ON  - 

DIGITAL  PACKAGES 
WORTH  £2f&88 
ANALOGUE  PACKAGES 
WORTH  E179JB8 


•TOP  BRAND  MOBILE 
PHONE 


•FREE  CONNECTION 
ON  ANALOGUE 
PACKAGE  USUALLY 
£29150 


„  ^  ^  5AU 

£129.99 


SALE  PRICE 


PHILIPS  FIZZ 

Digital 

Mobile  Phone  Package 


NEC  P800 

Analogue 

Mobile  Phone  Package 


SALE  PRICE 


£9915 


SAVE  vs  £50  JK3&*  |1 

_trn  Sanyo  saiepwce 

£|99.99 

_,m  Sharp  SALE  PRICE 

£219.99 

1 

urTI  Panasonic  sale  price 

c3  49.99 

•  EXAMPLE  OF  INTEREST  FREE  OPTION 

II  SAVE  e200  ?^ANCE  PCs  1 

1  Packard  Bdl  9090  PK»  MuWme«a  PC 

■  .  -1  •  Infet  Pentium'5  WOMHz  Processor 

:\  *  Bn*  EDO  RAM 

l  •  Quad  Speed  CMOM 
...  -  •  Built-In  2&a  bps  Modem  for 


MASSIVE  SAVINGS 

ON  ALL  NETWORKS 


A  one  gal  one 


FREE  CALLS 


T5  Bjfooffts  every 
'  until;  tire  end  c*  1997* 


BfiEE-U««WAL 

-.FORT MONTH 

HPfVTCS  o f 

“  .  FREE  CALLS* 


53?®°"  SALE  PRICE 

Digital 

AAV 


-jhm.  nvvc 

£79.99’ 


ceflnet 


FREE  CALLS 


SALE  PRICE 

P'MIU  n  w 

FBECttURXi 

innai’ 
mu:  Lina  stops  r 


‘-■"r-f'fCK-.a  Wfcate.VfettS.-jiet  ■ 
S.»r*C*Ptf  V>.;kV? 

-  -  -  'a~ht>  c Senes' 


You’ll  make 
a  far  better  choice 
at  The  Link  Sale! 

Visit  any  Unk  store  and  youTI 
discover  a  huge  range  of  mobile 
phones  and  advanced  communication 
products  -  it's  the  biggest  choice 
In  the  High  Street 
Our  friendly,  helpful  staff  wfll  help 
you  mate  the  right  purchase  to  suit 
your  needs  and  your  pocket. 

With  fantastic  new  offers  and 
bargains  every  day  In  The  Link  Safe, 
why  go  anywhere  else! 


76  Stores  Nationwide 


AND  NOW  OPEN  UC 

o  ABERDEEN  •  BEDFORD  •  DERBY 
o  HANLEY  o  HEREFORD  •  LEEDS 
•  MANSFIELD  •  METRO  CENTRE 
•  NEWCASTLE  •  NOTTINGHAM 
o  SOUTHPORT  •  STOCKPORT 


FREEPHONE  0500  222  666 

FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE  AND  TO  ORDER  DWECT 


THE  BIGGEST  CHOKE 
Choose  from  the  largest  range  of 
cfliwimtahoB  products  in  the  UK  ~ 
moMe  phones,  taws,  pagers, 
Heptanes- plus  organisers  and 
pdmtop  computers. 


MPUmAL  EXPERT  ADVICE 

Our  o^ert  staff  are  spedaly  ttmd 
In  tf  eonaunication  prefects  and  »■ 
be  happy  to  help  you  make  the  choice 
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Late,  late  show 
can  run  until 


The  Rev  Barry  Overend 


AS  four-letter  words  go, 
“late”  is  pretty  inoffensive.. 
Yet  in  some  contexts  it 
bristles  -with  difficulties. 
Take  the  well-known  lines 
from  Hark!  The  Herald- 
Angels  Sing: 

Late  in  time  behold  him 
come 

Offspring  of  a  Virgin’s' 
womb. 

It  has  always  struck  me 
as  odd  that  it  is  the  second 
line  which  is  regarded  as 
controversial  —  toe  virgin 
birth  and  all  that  —  where¬ 
as  the  first  line  is  taken  at 
face  value  and  sung  as  if 
“late"  was  not  the  problem 
that  it  actually  is.  -  - 
Strictly  speaking  we  can 
only  meaningfully  use  the 
term  “late”  if  we  know  to 
what  timescale  we  are 
working.  A  9pm  arrival  at 
toe  theatre  is  late  fora  show 
that  finishes  an  hour  later, 
but  it  is  early  for  a  new 
year’s  party  which  runs  on 
way  beyond  midnight 
Undoubtedly  the  New 
Testament  writers  thought 
that  time  was  running  out 
St  Peter  wrote:  “The  end  of 
all  things  is  upon  us.”  From 
that  perspective  he  could 
certainly  daim  that  Christ 
was  late  arriving  on  the 
scene.  However,  the  New 
Testament  expectation  of 
an  imminent  end  proved  to 
be  mistaken,  as  have  all 
subsequent  pre¬ 
dictions.  How 
much  time,  then, 
do  we  have?  Sci¬ 
entists  estimate 
that  the  sun  will 
probably  bum 
up  the  Earth  in 
five  thousand 
million  years. 

Against  such  a 
vast  backdrop, 
undreamed  ofby 
any  of  the  bibli¬ 
cal  writers,  ‘ft  is 


at  the  very  least  misleading 
to  say  that  Christ  arrived 
“late  in  time". 

_  The  fact  that  our  perspec¬ 
tive  on  time  differs  so 
radically  from  the  biblical 
view  has  important  impli¬ 
cations  for  our  appraisal  of 
contemporary  development 
within  the  Church.  Those 
who  opposed  any  revision 
of  doctrine,  ethics  and  min¬ 


istry  Often  appeal  lo -tradi¬ 
tion.-  Tbey  make  itradf  of 
what  they  see  as  heady 
2j000  -years .  of  consistent 
teaidling  "  and  practice.. 
Their  underlying  assump¬ 
tion  is  that  it  is- a  hit  late 
now  to  change  things.  Yet 
seen  in  file  context'  of  five 
thousand  million  years,  a 
couple  of  millennia  is  mere¬ 
ly  the  blinking  of  an  eye.' ; 

I  was  prompted  to  think 
along  these  lines  by  a 
friend's  remark  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  seemed  to  be  on  its 
last  legs.  He  meant  that  so 
much  of  the  tradition  was 
being  undermined.  There 
is  liturgical,  moral  and 
doctrinal  confusion.  The 
Bible  is  being  treated  just 
like  any  cither  book.  The 
Christian-religion  is  being, 
treated  just  like  any  other 
religion  and  its  dergy  are 
more  concerned. with  poli¬ 
tics  than  with  prayer.. 

But  the  same  scenario 
can  be  viewed  from  a  more  _ 
positive  !  angle.  Searching 
for  tfie  truth  is  being  given 
priority  over  adhering  to 
tradition.  Social  awareness 
and  action  are  comple¬ 
menting  personal  parity 
and  prayer.  Honest  doubt 
is  taking  its  proper  place 
alongside  firm  convictfoiL 
Interfaith  dialogue  is  re¬ 
placing  arrogant  dogma¬ 
tism  and  the  Bible  is  being 
approached  with 
intelligence,  not . 
with  idolatry . 
.These  arejdl 
signs  of -a -63th 
which  is  taking*  = 
few  hesitant 
.  steps  forward : 

•  Learning  to  walk 

often  gfre£ '  toe 
appearance  ,  of 
imminent  coL 
:  lapse.  It  is  hot 
necessarily  bec¬ 
ause  it  is  on  its - 
last  legs  .that  Christianity; 
appears  to  be  stumbling.  If' 
could'  be  that  tils  only  jus* 
beginning  to  find  its  feet 
For  far'from  being  late  in 
time,  it  is  early  days  yet 


□  The  Rev  Barry  Overend . 
is  Vicar  of  St.  Chatts,  Far. 
Heddingfey.  Leeds, and 
■won  toe  Preacher  of  the 
.  Year  Award  in.  1995 
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FRANCES  LAWRENCE  will 
help  to  pick  the  winners  of  the 
citizenship  awards  set  up  in 
memory  of  her  husband,  the 
headmaster  murdered  outside 
his  school  in  December  1995 
(Richard  Ford  writes). 

The  young  people  honoured 
for  outstanding  achievement 
in  helping  their  communities  - 
in  law-and-order  initiatives 
will  be  able  to  use  the  Philip 
Lawrence  Memorial  Award 
scheme  embiem'pius  a  prize  of 


€1 


$I0US 


%  n: 


par 


m  tu 


•if 


Lawrence  awards  4 


l\ : 


up  to  £1,000.  The  first  awards 
ceremony,  in  December,  will 
draw  attention  to. efforts;  to 
combat  vandalism,  racial  Har¬ 
assment  and  drug  abuse. 

*  In  a  consultation  paper  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday.  Midtael 
Howard,  toe  Home  Secretary* 
proposed  .that  the  awards  be 
primarily  far  those  aged  -If  to 
20.  The  scheme,  .to  be 
launched  in  March,  wifi  oper¬ 
ate  in  England.  Wales  an^ 
Scotland.  T  -  1 
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GERMANY’S  mast  irreverent 
news  magazine  and  a  constant 
thorn  in  the  side  of  pustwar 
governments.  Per  Spiegel. 
celebrates  iLs  fiftieth  birthday 
this  weekend.  A  grand  party 
planned  for  next  week  wiU 
include  a  sprinkling  of  promi¬ 
nent  political  victims  —  hut 
not  Helmut  Kohl,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor.  who  has  repeatedly  re¬ 
fused  to  be  interviewed  by  the 
Hamburg-based  weekly. 

The  rounder,  long-time  edi¬ 
tor  and  guiding  spirit  of  the 
magazine  Is  Rudolf  Augstein. 
As  a  23-\ car-old  in  British- 
occupied  Hamhurg  he  man¬ 
aged  to  gain  the  publishing 
licence  for  the  magazine,  origi¬ 
nally  entitled  Diesc  Woche 
mils  Week!.  He  renamed  the 
magazine  Der  Spiegel  (The 
Mirror!  and  set  out  to  make  it 
a  “leading  weapon  in  the 
defence  of  democracy".  The 
British  occupation  authorities 
were  not  always  happv  with 
Herr  Augstein ’s  aggressive 

■  journalism  hut  at  least  one 
sympathetic  officer  helped 
him  keep  the  magazine  alive, 

Herr  Augstein  gave  Spicgef 
a  lcftish  tilt  and  recruited 
im  irrigative  journalists  who 
B  broke  some  of  the  biggest 
scandals  in  modem  Germany. 
When  he  published  details  of 
Nato  exercises  in  I9t»2.  police 
arrested  hint  That  unleashed 
a  debate  about  the  freedom  of 
the  press  and  led  to  the 
1  resignation  of  then  Defence 
Minister.  Franz  Josef  Strauss. 

Strauss,  who  ended  his 
*'  career  as  the  right-wing  pre¬ 
mier  of  Bavaria,  remained  a 
constant  bull  uf  the  magazine. 

■  The  feud  has  continued  even 
after  Strauss’s  death:  Spiegel 
ha\  closely  fallowed  die  busi¬ 
ness  activities  of  his  son  Max 
and  ihe  politics  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter.  Monika,  a  minister  in  the 
Bavarian  Cabinet 

Herr  Augvtcin’s  ability  to 
maintain  protracted  personal 
feuds  gave  the  magazine  its 
pnlcmtual  edge  bur  also  drew 


LIKE  AN  ATHLETE,  IT  ISN'T  THE  'SPORTS  KIT'  THAT  PRODUCES  THE  PERFORMANCE,  IT'S  THE  BODY.  MORE  SPECIFICALLY,  IT'S  THE  HEART  THAT  POWERS 
IT.  NOW  IMAGINE  A  HEART  THAT  BEATS  TWICE  FOR  EVERY  NORMAL  BEAT,  INCREASING  THE  PERFORMANCE  AND  YET  WASTING  LESS  ENERGY. 
THE  OUTCOME...  ALFA  ROMEOS'  16V  TWIN  SPARK  ENGINE.  WIDELY  RECOGNISED  AS  ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  FOUR  CYLINDER  ENGINES  IN  THE  WORLD. 
THIS  COUPLED  WITH  FEATURES  LIKE  CENTRAL  LOCKING.  ALLOY  WHEELS,  ELECTRIC  WINDOWS,  POWER  STEERING,  ABS  AND  DRIVERS  AIRBAG  PRODUCES 
ALL  THE  SPORTING  ACCOLADES,  WITHOUT  ALL  THE  PERSONAL  SACRIFICES.  THE  1S5  S  EVEN  MORE  COMPETITIVE  WHEN  YOU  CONSIDER  THE  PRICE. 
C15,885-  ON  THE  ROAD  (FOR  THE  1.3  16V  TWIN  SPARK).  CALL  0800  713000  TO  ARRANGE  A  TEST  DRIVE,  IT  S  SURE  TO  GET  YOUR  HEART  RACING- 


Now  and  then:  a  current  edition  and  50  years  ago 

Suspicious  Kohl 
snubs  party  as 
‘Spiegel’  turns  50 

From  Roger  Boyes  in  Berlin 


criticism  about  its  lapses  in 
tasic.  But  Spiegel  always 
stood  out  in  the  bland  media 
landscape  of  Germany  in 
which  journalists  and  politi¬ 
cians  all  too  often  seem  to 
enjuy  a  cosy  intimacy.  It  broke 
a  number  of  key  stories  includ¬ 
ing  the  Flick  affair  which 
exposed  secret  corporate  fund¬ 
ing  of  political  parties. 

Many  ministers  have  lost 
iheir  jobs  as  a  result  of  articles 
in  Spiegel,  read  avidly  every 
Mnnday  morning.  Most  Cabi¬ 
net  ministers,  in  fact,  obtain 
advance  copies  at  the  weekend 
Jo  give  them  time  to  take  legal 
advice.  One  regional  minister. 
LKve  Barschel.  accused  by  the 
magazine  of  launching  a  dirty 
tricks  campaign  against  a 
rival  in  the  1985s,  later  com¬ 
mitted  suicide. 

Herr  Augstein  —  in  regular 
contact  with  the  present  edi¬ 
tor.  Stefan  Aust — continues  to 
write  essays,  commentaries 
and  cover  stories.  He  has 
moved  rightwards  over  the 
years  and  has  become  a  sharp 
critic  of  the  Maastricht  treaty. 

His  relationship  with  the 
political  elite  remains  tense. 
Herr  Kohf  is  convinced  that 
the  magazine  is  trying  to  ma¬ 
nipulate  opinion  against  him 
since  there  have  been  many 
cover  stories  announcing  “the 
twilight  of  the  Chancellor". 
Spiegel  recently  tried  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  balance  with  a  flatter¬ 
ing  pmfile  bur  the  German 
leader  remained  unmoved. 

In  recent  months  the 
Spiegel’s  legendary  insider  ac¬ 
counts  of  Cabinet  sessions 
have  dried  up.  The  reason  in 
part  is  the  growing  competi¬ 
tion  from  Focus  magazine,  set 
up  in  Munich  three  years  ago. 

Focus  has  given  politicians 
an  alternative  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  outlet  for  leaking  informa¬ 
tion.  Spiegel's  circulation  has 
held  up  well,  however,  if  only 
because  Foais  articles  are  big 
on  headlines  and  short  on 
information 


Internet:  www,<;lfar6meo.com 
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Ethnic 
balance 
for  Bosnia 
Cabinet 

From  Reuter 

IN  SARAJEVO 

BOSNIA’S  interethnic  par¬ 
liament  appointed  a  Cabinet 
yesterday  at  its  first  full  ses¬ 
sion.  approving  nominations 
for  Ihe  ministries  that  make 
up  the  country’s  weak  central 
Government. 

The  Council  of  Ministers 
proposed  by  Bosnia's  collec¬ 
tive  presidency  was  unop¬ 
posed  by  the  42-member 
House  of  Representatives, 
elected  in  national  polls  in 
September,  and  only  one  dep¬ 
uty  abstained.  The  Council  of 
Ministers,  or  Cabinet  is  led 
by  two  co-chairmen.  Haris 
SOajdzic.  a  Muslim  and  for¬ 
mer  Bosnian  Prime  Minister, 
and  Boro  Bosic,  a  Serb. 

Jadranko  Priic,  a  Croat  who 
served  for  a  time  as  Bosnia’s 
Foreign  Minister,  kept  his 
post  in  the  new  Cabinet. 
Another  Muslim,  Hasan 
Muratovic,  the  former  Prime 
Minister,  was  named  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Foreign  Trade,  and  a 
Serb,  Spasoje  Albijanic,  will 
serve  as  Minister  of  Com¬ 
munications.  Each  minister 
has  two  deputies  and  the 
posts  are  distributed  equally 
among  the  three  national 
communities.  The  council, 
which  primarily  will  handle 
issues  touching  on  foreign 
relations,  serves  as  a  weak 
central  authority  ruling  over 
Bosnia's  autonomous  Serb 
and  Muslim-Croar  territories. 

Earlier,  former  enemies  sat 
uncomfortably  across  an  aisle 
and  listened  to  speeches  from 
all  three  members  of  the 
collective  presidency  in  a  mu¬ 
seum  room  formerly  reserved 
for  aquariums  and  snakes  in 
natural  history  exhibits. 

“Now  the  real  work  must 
start,"  Michael  Steiner,  depu¬ 
ty  to  the  international  High 
Representative  to  Bosnia,  told 
the  deputies  in  a  speech. 
Bosnian  voters  “expect  you  to 
get  the  country  back  on  back." 
he  added.  “They  expect  you  to 
provide  them  with  peaceful 
decent  living  conditons." 


Protesters  spurn  Milosevic  concession 

YANWS  BgKmaa^HJrg 


From  Anthony  Loyd 

IN  BELGRADE 

THOUSANDS  of  prodemoc- 
racy  demonstrators  crowding 
Belgrade  city  centre  yesterday 
failed  to  be  placated  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Milosevic's  decision  to 
give  way,  in  part  at  least,  on 
some  of  their  local  election 
demands. 

In  a  carefully  worded  letter 
sent  to  the  Organisation  for 
Security  and  Cooperation  in 
Europe.  Milan  Milutinovic. 
the  Serbian  Foreign  Minister, 
conceded  that  the  opposition 
coalition  had  won  nine  local 
councils  in  Belgrade  during 
November’s  elections.  Crucial¬ 
ly.  though,  the  letter  made  no 
concession  on  the  regime's 
defeat  in  the  capitals  policy- 
making  assembly  vote  or  its 
losses  in  other  towns. 

Furious  opposition  leaders 
from  the  "Zajedno"  coalition 
branded  the  letter  as  no  more 
than  a  political  deception, 
labelled  Mr  Milosevic  a  crimi¬ 
nal.  said  they  would  boycott 
parliament  and  called  upon 
the  thousands  of  protesters 
attending  the  Belgrade  rally  to 
continue  the  protest 

To  crashing  chants  of  “vic¬ 
tory.  victory",  Vuk  Draskovic 
leader  of  the  coalition,  ad¬ 
dressing  die  crowd  in  Knez 
Mihail  Square,  launched  his 
most  vitriolic  attack  so  for  on 
the  regime.  “Milutinovics  let¬ 
ter  is  ties  and  trickety,"  he  told 
the  demonstrators.  “There  is 
not  a  word  in  it  on  the  dty 
Mayor  and  assembly. 

“Milosevic  is  leading  Serbia 
back  into  international  isola¬ 
tion.  so  that  he  can  keep  a  hold 
on  his  terror  mafia  regime. 
His  Government  has  become 
a  base  for  criminals  and 
terrorists.  This  is  our  dty.  and 
nobody  should  tell  us  where 
we  can  and  cannot  walk." 

The  crowds  roared  back 
thdr  approval  of  Mr  Drasko¬ 
vic’s  request  to  get  all  of 
Belgrade’s  citizens  to  turn  off 
thdr  state-controlled  radio 
channels  and  join  diem  on  the 
streets  to  “peacefully  and  le¬ 
gally  'deblockade'  the  dty". 

~  The  Serbs  call  it  the  “egg 
revolution"  after  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  eggs  thrown  at  gov¬ 
ernment  buildings. 

If  anything,  the  demonstra¬ 
tions  are  increasing  in  size  as 


A  Serb  shoots  and  rings  a  handbell  in  protest  in  Belgrade  yesterday  as  die  opposition  demonstrations  against  the  regime  continued 


they  enter  their  seventh  week 
m  more  than  40  towns  across 
Serbia  Arrayed  against  the 
clumsy  brutishness  of  the  state 
apparatus,  whose  weapons  in¬ 
dude  a  vast  police  force, 
controlled  media  and  unbri¬ 
dled  legal  powers,  is  an  alli¬ 


ance  of  Serbia’s  most  educated 
and  free-thinking  elite:  The 
addition  to  this  force  oF  the 
Serbian  Orthodox  Church  two 
days  ago  —  as  well  as  the 
army's  muted  ambivalence  — 
has  given  the  protesters  a 
boost  because  many  of  the 


country  people  who  form  the 
base  of  Mr  Milosevic’s  sup¬ 
port  are  religious. 

Although  some  Western 
powers  believe  Mr  Milosevic 
to  be  the  only  man  powerful 
enough  to  maintain  die  Day- 
ton  peace  in  Bosnia,  his  credi¬ 


bility  is  being  called  in¬ 
creasingly  into  question  by  the 
worsening  unrest  in  Serbia. 
“The  international  community 
may  have  once  supported 
Milosevic  as  they  thought  he 
was  the  key  to  Dayton  work¬ 
ing."  Veran  Martic.  chief  edi-  ’ 


tor  of  Belgrade's  renegade  B92 
radio  said.  "But  this  consistent 
and  lasting  protest  shows  he 
cannot  even  control  his  own  in 
Serbia.  How  can  he  possibly 
control  the  Bosnian  Serbs? 
Even  their  leadership  support 
the  protests." 


Surge  in 
Russian 
HIV  cases 

Moscow.  Some  1,031  Russians 
tested  HIV-positive  last  year, 
more  than  the  total  number 
reported  since  the  Aids  virus 
was  .first  registered  in  the 
country  ten  years  ago.  the 
Heath  Ministry  said  yester¬ 
day  (Richard  Beeston  writes). 

About  80  per  cent  of  the  new 
cases  were  drug  users.  Ex¬ 
perts  have  warned  that  the 
number  of  infected  people 
could- rise  dramatically  due  to 
ignorance  about  the  disease, 
thrcoDapse  of  health  care  and 
the  increase  in  drug  use. 

Death  house 

Brussels;  Arsonists  have 
burnt  down  the  house  in 
southern  Belgium  where 
police  found  the  remains  of 
two  girls  allegedly  kidnapped 
by  Marc  Dutroux,  the 
paedophile  murder  suspect. 

Airbus  Inquiry 

Paris:  Bernard  Ziegler,  a  for¬ 
mer  Airbus  technical  director, 
has  been  placed  under  formal 
investigation  for  involuntary 
manslaughter  over  the  crash 
of  an  A320  in  which  87  people 
died  in  eastern  France  in  1992. 
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Christmas  card 
bombs  prompt 
FBI  terror  alert 
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Soldier 
‘planned 
attack  on 


From  (an  Brodie  m  Washington 


THE  FBI’s  anti-terrorism  task 
force  yesterday  warned  Amer¬ 
icans  to  beware  of  bulky 
envelopes  bearing  Egyptian 
postmarks  after  the  discovery 
of  nine  bombs  liidden  inside 
musical  Christmas  cards. 

Four  bombs  went  to  the 
Washington  bureau  of  an 
Arabic  newspaper,  a  fifth  was 
found  at  the  sorting  office 
before  it  was  delivered  to  the 
bureau  and  four  more  were 
addressed  to  the  parole  officer 
of  a  prison  holding  an  Islamic 
terrorist  who  bombed  the 
World  Trade  Centre  in  New 
York. 

The  ninth  bomb  was  discov¬ 
ered  yesterday  at  a  sorting 
office  in  Kansas  and  was  also 
addressed  to  tite  parole  officer 
at  nearby  Fort  Leavenworth. 
Postal  workers  had  been  on 
the  alert  for  more  bombs  after 
the  FBI  warning- 

An  FBI  official  who  urged 
caution  in  handling  mail  from 
Egypt  said  Investigators  had 
no  idea  if  all  the  letter  bombs 


had  been  found  or  if  more 
were  circulating  in  the  postal 
system  or  waiting  to  be  opened 
somewhere.  The  FBI  had  no 
suspects. 

The  identical  bombs  were 
postmarked  Alexandria  and 
had  been  sent  on  December 
21.  All  were  in  plain  white 
envelopes.  5b  in  by  6  b  in.  with 
computer-generated  address¬ 
es  and  nu  return  address.  The 
bombs  were  disguised  inside 
musical  Christmas  cards  and 
primed  to  explode  when  the 
cards  were  opened. 

The  first  card  was  discov¬ 
ered  by  Dana  Sandarusi. 
Washington  correspondent 
for  al-Hayat.  which  is  owned 
by  a  member  of  the  Saudi 
Royal  Family  and  published 
in  London.  Initially  suspicious 
when  he  saw  the  Egyptian 
stamps,  Mr  Sandarusi  opened 
the  envelope  gingerly  and 
stopped  when  he  saw  wiring 
and  plastic  explosive  inside. 

The  US  postal  service  deliv¬ 
ered  two  more  letter  bombs  to 


the  bureau  by  the  second  post, 
an  absurd  security  lapse  given 
that  the  alarm  had  been 
raised.  This  led  to  a  complete 
evacuation  of  the  National 
Press  Building,  which  houses 
dozens  of  domestic  and  for¬ 
eign  news  organisations. 

FBI  agents  were  trying  to 
draw  a  connection  between  al- 
Hayat  and  the  bombs  sent  to 
the"  federal  prison  at  Fort 
Leavenworth.  Kansas.  Atten¬ 
tion  focused  on  Mohammed 
Salameh,  who  is  serving  a. life 
sentence  at  the  prison  for  his 
role  in  the  World  Trade  Centre 
bombing,  in  which  six  were 
killed  and  more  than  1.000 
injured. 

Another  inmate  is  Sheik 
Omar  Abdel  Rahman,  the 
blind  Egyptian  cleric  des¬ 
cribed  as  ring-leader  of  a 
group  of  Middle  Eastern  ter¬ 
rorists  who  were  sentenced  a 
year  ago  for  plotting  to  bomb 
buildings  and  tunnels  in  Man¬ 
hattan  and  to  kidnap  Ameri¬ 
can  politicians. 
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An  Israeli  woman  waits  with  her  children  until  her  mobile  home  is  completed  at  Beit  El  on  the  West  Bank 


THE  Israeli  soldier  who  earli¬ 
er  this  week  fired  on  Palestin¬ 
ian  shoppers  in  Hebron  was 
yesterday  ordered  to  "undergo 
psychiatric  tests.  At  the  same 
dine  his  lawyer  has  reportedly 
urged  . him  to  plead  not  guilty 
on  the  grounds  of  Insanity. 

But  Noam  Friedman,  22,  a 
private,  claims  he  is  mentafly 
stable  and  opened  fire  in 
central  Hebron  on  Wednes¬ 
day  in  the  hope  of  scuttling  an 
Israeli  troop  withdrawal  mom 
most  of  the  West  Bazik  city. 

No  one  was  killed. 

Yediot  Ahranot  said  Pri¬ 
vate  Friedman  had  also 
planned  other  attacks  on 
Arabs.  The  newspaper  said  he 
had  intended  to  steal  an 
armoured  personnel  carrier, 
drive  it  to  an  Arab  village  and 
open  fire.  He  also  apparently 
spoke  of  attacking  the  al-Aqsa  - 
Mosque  compound  mJerusa-  • 
kin,  Islam's  third-holiest 
shrine. 

A  second  soldier,  Yuval 
Jibli.  21,  who  was  detained  on 
suspicion  that  he  knew  of 
Private  Friedman’s  plans,  has 
beat  released  , 
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CYPRUS  is  dose  to  signing  a 
contract  with  Russia  for  the 
supply  of  snrface-ft>air  mis¬ 
siles..  The  purchase  will  dra¬ 
matically  alter  the  balance  of 
power  with  Turkey,  which  has 
30,000  troops  in  the  north  . of 
the  divided  island,  a  govern¬ 
ment  source  said  yesteraay. 

The  decision  hy  the  Greek 
Cypriots  to  acquire  a  missile 
system  comes  despite  repeated 
misgivings  by  Britain,  the 
United  States  and  the  United' 
Nations  about  the  military 
bufld-up  on  the  island  Turkey  ' 
has  oigecied  - strongly  to  the 
purchase,  -arid  has  hinted  at 
preemptive  strikes.-  .  / 

"It  wll  shift  toe  balance  of 
power  in  toe  sense  that  the  • 
Turkish  Air  Force  will  not  be  - 
allowed  to  control  the  air 
space  unchallenged,  but  we 
will  never  use  them  unless  ■ 
attacked."  the  source  said.  - 

The  Greek  Cypriots,  .whose 
army  of  11,500  is  heavily 
outnumbered  by  Turkish 
forces  on  the  island,  insist  the 
Russian  S30Q  surface-to-air 
missile  system  is  intended 
solely  to,  prevent  Turkish 
expansionism. 

Privately,  they  admit  the 
missiles  will  serve  as  a  "very 
good  bargaining  chip"  in  ne¬ 
gotiations  to  solve  toe  Cyprus - 
problem.  They  also  concede 


toat  part  of  toe  strategy  is  to  ' 
up  the  military  ante  in  order  to 
gain  international  attention. 

"ft  will  make  toe  necessity  for  •  ■ 
a  resolution  all  toe  more  . 
urgent,"  the  source  said. 

When  he  visited  Cyprus  last 
month,  Malcolm  Rukind,  the 
Foreign  Secretary,  described 
toe  number  of  troops  and  the 
array  of  weapons  on  the  island 
as  “absurdly,  dangerously : 
high”  and  appealed  for  a  halt 
to  further  arms  procurements^ *• 

The  derision  to  buy  the 
missiles  was  taken  ty  a  minis-  - 
terial  commission  on  Mcbk 
day.  Media  reports  here  saidi 
the  deal"wpojjd  be  signed  next  - 
week  by  Cypriot  officials  and  - 
representotises  of  the  Russian’  ... 
state-control  led  .  Ros-; 

voorouzheme  rarapany.  It  - 
could  take  several  months  for 
their  delivery. 

Yesterday,  Turkey  and  toe  ,. 
breakaway  Turkish  ^Republic 
of  Northern  Cyprus  sighed  a  y- 
$250  million.  (£148  mill  ion); 
economic  accord.  Necmettin  r . 
Erbakan,  the  Turkish  Prirhe'  j : 
Minister,  said  at  toe  signing; j. 
ceremony,  attended  by  Dervis  i; .  - ; 
Eroglu,  toe  Turkish  Cypriot 
Prime  Minister,  that  the  aidj1  • 
would  benefit  tourism,  educa- 
tion and  industry -in Tidrthem 
Cyprus.  Only  Turkey  veeng-  ■ 
nises  the  breakaway  state. 
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power  of  generals 


THE  political  role  of  JPbJd- 
stan*s  militaiy  is  to  become 
enshrined  following  the  inter¬ 
im  adi/unisfration’s  agree¬ 
ment.  to  set  up  a  national 
security  council  after  parlia¬ 
mentary  elections  set  for  Feb¬ 
ruary  3. 

The  proposed  eight-member 
council  will  comprise  the  Pres¬ 
ident  the  Prime  Minister, 
Foreign  Minister,  Defence 
Minister.  Chief  of  the  Joint 
Staff  Committee  and  the  chiefe 
of  the  army,  air  force  and 
navy.  The  council  will  function 
as  a  super  Cabinet  and  dictate 
policy  in  the  foreign,  defence 
and  economic  spheres. 

A  report  published  in  Paki¬ 
stan*  biggest  English-lan¬ 
guage  daily.  The  Dawn, 
quoted  senior  government 
sources  as  saying  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Leghari  had  given  his 
consent  and  that  the  council 
was  likely  to  be  formed  in  the 
next,  few  weeks. 


From  Zahtd  Hussain  jn  Karachi  ■.  .1 


7he  mqve  cbmes  as-Nwndr . 
lah  Babaar.  interim  Minisier 
in  the  ousted  .Government  of 
Benazir  Bhutto,  -was  charged' 
in  connection  with  foe  death  of 
Ms  Bhuno’sbrother  Murtaza 
last  September”  Mr  -Babaar. 
who  has  hot  heen  arrested  yet. 
has  denied  the  accusations. 

The  mterimrulers  have  also 
abandoned  56  development 
projects  worth  mfllroris  that 
were  initiated ;  byfoe  Bhutto 
Government.  The"  pro¬ 
grammes  -  included  parks, 
monuments,  a'  prime  minis¬ 
ters  secretariat  and  a  conven¬ 
tion  centre.  ,  . 

With  political  turmoil  grow¬ 
ing.  President  Leghari  is  also 
expected  to  make-  an  -  early 
amnounoement  qa...  a  '  new 
constitution. 

Government  sources  justi¬ 
fied  the  creation  of  die  council 
by  sayingr  -it  would  give  the 
military  us  due  role  and  end 
the  potential  for  conflict  be- 


‘love  child’  claim 


By  Zahtd  Hussain 


THE  political  aspirations  of 
Imran  Khan,  the  former  Paki¬ 
stani  cricket  star,  may  suffer  a 
big  blow  with  foe  threat  by 
British  heiress  Sita  White  to 
take  him  to  court  to  prove  his 
paternity  of  her  child  Tyrian. 

The  issue  has  provided  Mr 
Khan's  main  political  rivals 
with  an  effective  propaganda 
device  to  undermine  hjs  in¬ 
creasing  popularity  among 
the  conservative  urban  middle 
classes. 

Many  Pakistani  national 
newspapers  yesterday  repro¬ 
duced  Miss  White's  interview 
with  The  Express  on  their  front 
pages. 

At  a  news  conference  this 
week  Mr  Khan  denied  Miss 
White's  daim  that  Tyrian  was 
his  child.  He  alleged  that  Miss . 
White  —  daughter  of  the  fate 
lord  White  —  had-bee npaid 
150.000  by  foe  paper  far  .  foe 
story.  He  questioned  why  she 
had  made  her  claim:  at  this 
stage  and  claimed  that. polit¬ 
ical  opponents  were .  using - 


dirty  tricks  against  him.  The 
dalnis  that  Mr  Khan  has  a 
love  child  first  surfaced  soon 
after  the  announcement  of  his 
engagement  to.  Jemima  Gdd- 
.  smith,  daughter  of  Sir  James 
Goldsmith,  in  1995.  The 
clairas  of  an  illegitimate  child 
did  not  make  any  adverse 
impact  at  dial  time  but  Miss 
White’s  statement  would  cer¬ 
tainly  affect  his  position  in  an 
-election.  - 

Mr  Khan.fbrmed  his  Move¬ 
ment  for  Justice  last  year  with 
a  promise  to  provide  a  dean 
-  and  honest  leadership.  The 
movement  has  attracted  edu¬ 
cated  turban  professionals  who 
are  disenchanted  with  foe 
corruption  that  has  dominated 
Pakistani  political  life.  .  . 

Mi\  Khan:  .has  emerged  as 
.  the  main  rival  to  Nawaz 
.-Sharif,  foe  former  Prime  Min- , 
'aster,  who  he  is  challenging  for-. 
•  seals  iti-  Lahore  and  Abbota-i 
bad.*  His  image,  as.  ?a  social 
cmsader  has  bolstered  his 
popolarity  as  a  sportingbero.  - 


tween  foe  military  and  foe 
elected  government.  “It  would 
create  harmony  between  foe 
different  organs  of  the  state,"  a 
senior  official  said. 

Pakistan’s  military  has  dir¬ 
ectly  ruled  titer  country  for  25 
-  out  of  the  50  years  since  the 
creation  of  the  country,  and  it 
has  long  been  demanding  a 
constitutional  .role  in  politics. 
Despite  the  return  to  democra¬ 
cy.  in  "1988  foe  military  has 
continued  to  cast  a  shadow 
over  the- political  scene.  Infor¬ 
mally,  the  army  chief  has  been 
seen  as  a  member  of  the  troika 
of  "power,  along  with  the 
President  and  Prime  M  inister. 
The  generals  also  have  a 
strong  say  an  issues  related  to 
foreign  and  defence  policies. 
President  Leghari's  preposed 
constitutional  role  for  the  mili¬ 
tary  will  ensure  that  they 
becomes  dominant  force. 

The  national  security  coun¬ 
cil  will  monitor  the  economic 
situation  as  Islamabad  feces 
its  worst  financial  crisis.  Eco- 
nomic  mismanagement  was 
one  of  the  key  factors  that  led 
to  Mr  Leghari’s  dismissal  of 
Ms  Bhutto's  Government.  The 
army  backed  him  because  h 
considered  the  economic  crisis, 
a  threat  to  national  security. 

Although  Islamabad  has 
averted  the  threat  of  a  default 
on  its  externa]  loan  repay¬ 
ments  with  the  help  of  foe 
International  Monetary  Fund, 
the  IMF's  support  has  come 
with  a  condition  that  the 
administration  adheres  to  a 
tight  fiscal  policy.  President 
Leghari  and  the  military  want 
to  ensure  .  that  any  future 
government  would  not  deviate 
from  the  economic  reforms 
stipulated  by  the  IMF. 

News  reports  here  suggest 
that  Mian  Nawaz  Sharif,  a 
former  Prime  Minister  and 
the  strangest  contender  for 
power,  has  agreed  to  Mr  Leg¬ 
hari's  power-sharing  formula. 
This  indicates  that  power  will 
only  be  transferred  to  an 
elected  government  after  it  has 
agreed  to. abide  Jby  the  rules 
laid  down  by  the  President 
and  the  generals. 

.  Marty  observers,  however, 

7  fear  that  the  proposed  political  • 
role  for  the  '  military  would 
undermine  the  sovereignly  of 
parliament  . 
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Egide  Gatanazi,  who  was  yesterday  sentenced  to  death  in  Rwanda  for  genocide 

Hutus  sentenced  to  death 


Kigali:  Two  Hutus  were  sen¬ 
tenced  to  death  in  a  Rwandan 
court  yesterday  for  genocide 
and  crimes  against  human¬ 
ity. 

State-run  radio  said 
Debgratias  Brnmana.  a  for¬ 
mer  media  I  assistant,  and 
Egide  Gatanazi,  a  former 
administrator,  had  15  days  to 
appeal.  Both  men  were  fried 
for  four  hours  on  December 
27  before  three  judges  in  the 


southeastern  town  of  Kibun- 
go  where  they  were  accused 
of  organising  massacres. 
They  pleaded  not  guilty  but 
had  uo  defence  lawyers.  Exe¬ 
cutions  In  Rwanda  are  car¬ 
ried  out  by  firing  squad. 

The  convicted  men  were  the 
first  suspects  to  go  on  trial 
under  a  genocide  law  passed 
last  year.  About  90.000  Rwan¬ 
dans  are  in  jail  accused  of 
taking  part  in  killing  an 


estimated  800,000  minority 
Tutsis  and  Hutu  moderates. 

Gerard  Gabtma.  Deputy 
Justice  Minister,  said: 
“Under  our  law  it  is  permissi¬ 
ble  for  people  to  be  tried 
without  lawyers.  If  people 
think  you  can  sweep  the 
genocide  of  one  million 
people  under  the  carpet 
because  there  are  no  lawyers, 
they  can  think 
again."  (Reuter) 


Kruger 
park  lions 
devour 
mother 
and  child 

Fkom  RaY  KfeNNEDV 

IN  JOHANNESBURG 

A  MOTHER  and  child  were 
attacked  and  eaten  by  lions  in 
foe  Kruger  National  Park. 
South  Africa's  main  game 
reserve.  The  victims  were 
among  a  group  of  impover¬ 
ished  Mozambican  illegal  im¬ 
migrants  attempting  to  cross 
foe  wildlife  park  into  South 
Africa  to  find  jobs. 

Every  month  hundreds  of 
Mozambicans  cross  illegally 
through  the  park,  the  size  of 
Wales,  ft  is  one  nf  their  key 
routes  even  though  soldiers 
patrol  the  border  and  park 
rangers  keep  watch. 

The  border,  outside  the 
park,  used  to  be  protected  b>  a 
lethal  electric  fence  erected  by 
South  Africa's  apartheid  re¬ 
gime  to  keep  out  then  African 
National  Congress  guerrillas, 
but  the  current  has  been 
s witched  off  for  some  years. 

Ben  Preiorius.  game  ranger 
at  the  Pundu  Maria  Rest 
Camp  at  the  northern  end  of 
the  park,  said  yesterday  that 
the  group  of  Mozambicans 
had  been  waiting  in  foe  bush 
near  .i  tarred  road  for  the 
moon  to  rise  before  continuing 
their  journey.  But  they  were 
surprised  by  a  bull  elephant 
and  scattered  in  panic  Before 
they  amid  regroup,  they  heard 
the  screams  of  the  woman  and 
child.  The  fearful  survivors 
stayed  in  hiding  for  the  rest  of 
the  night  and  in  the  morning 
recounted  their  urdea!  to  a 
party'  of  tourists. 

Mr  Preiorius  said  he  found 
the  remains  of  the  woman  and 
child  several  hours  later.  He 
estimated  that  at  least  500 
Mozambicans  a  month  tried 
to  cross  the  park.  “Many  more 
may  be  killed  who  we  don't 
even  know  about,”  he  said. 

Several  years  ago  a  pride  of 
lions  was  hunted  down  and 
shot  by  park  rangers  when  it 
became  clear  that  the  beasts 
were  stalking  Mozambicans 
trying  to  cross  the  park  and 
had  turned  into  man-eaters. 

□  Dar  es  Salaam:  A  lion  ale  a 
family  of  four  on  New  Year's 
Day  in  a  village  west  of  the 
Tanzanian  capital.  The  Kiswa- 
hili  daily  Uhuru  said  the 
victims  were  a  man.  his  wife 
and  tlteir  two  children.  The 
lion  was  still  at  large  and 
being  hunted.  (AFP) 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Gambia 
returns 
to  civilian 
control 

Banjul:  President  .la mnv.it 's 
party  won  a  majority  in  The 
Gambia's  new  parliament  yes¬ 
terday  after  elect  ions  tha  t  com¬ 
plete  a  return  to  civilian  rule  in 
the  small  West  African  nation 
after  his  1994  military  coup. 

Partial  results  from  Thurs¬ 
day’s  poll,  broadcast  by  state 
radio  and  TV,  showed  that  his 
Alliance  for  Patriotic  Reorien¬ 
tation  and  Cunsiructiun  had 
2n  uf  the  assembly's  -JQ  seats. 
With  four  fifths  of  results 
declared,  the  main  opposition 
United  Democratic  Party  of 
Ousainuu  Darbne  had  siv 
seats  and  the  opposition  Nat¬ 
ional  Reconciliation  Party-  of 
Hamat  Bah.  two.  (Reuteri 

Seoul  peace  offer 

Seoul:  A  nuclear  pact  with 
Nonh  Korea  will  be  resusci¬ 
tated  next  week  in  an  attempt 
in  repair  the  political  damage 
from  September's  incursion  of 
a  North  Korean  submarine. 
Seoul  officials  said.  (Reutorl 

Bomb  kills  four 

Srinagar:  A  bomb  planted  in 
a  scooter  raxi  exploded  near 
the  home  of  Famoq  Abdullah. 
Chief  Minisier  of  India's  trou¬ 
bled  Jammu  and  Kashmir 
state,  killing  four  people,  the 
police  said.  (Reuter) 

Cooking  can  kill 

Peking:  The  incidence  of  lung 
cancer  among  Chinese  women 
aged  -40  to  59  is  catching  up 
with  that  of  men.  according  to 
a  Shanghai  health  survey  that 
blamed  cooking  oil  fumes  for 
the  increase.  (.AFP) 

Oil  slick  threat 

Tokyo:  An  oil  slick  threatened 
Japan's  western  coast  after  a 
Russian-registered  tanker 
broke  in  two.  safety  officials 
said.  Heavy  oil  had  gushed 
from  the  Nakhodka  northeast 
of  the  Old  Islands.  ( Reuter I 

Camp  is  closed 

Hong  Kong:  The  colony  has 
closed  one  uf  its  last  two  big 
detention  camps  for  Vietnam¬ 
ese  migrants.  About  1.000 
Vietnamese  were  moved  from 
Whitehead  detention  centre  to 
High  Island  camp.  (Reuter) 


Coin  find  starts  Australian  row 


From  Roger  MayNard  . 

-  IN  SYDNEY.  -.V 

NEW  evidence  suggesting 
that  Australia  may  have  been 
been  discovered  by  the  Portu¬ 
guese  in  tiie  1520s  was  disput¬ 
ed  last  night  after  a  row  about 
foe  origin  of  a  coin,  left,  found 
near  Melbourne  {Roger  May¬ 
nard  writes). 


A  beachcomber  with  a  metal 
detector  came  across  the  coin, 
believed  to  be  a  500-year-old 
Portuguese  real,  buried  on 
Victoria’s  Momington  Penin¬ 
sula  about  three  months  ago. 

The  Victoria  State  Museum 
verified  foe  country  of  origin 
and  the  age  of  foe  coin. 
Howisver.  Ken  Downie,  a  Mel¬ 
bourne  numismatist,  said  that 


foe  coin  was  not  Portuguese, 
was  not  early  16fo  century  and 
was  almost  certainly  counter¬ 
fiat.  He  said  it  came  from 
Spain  and  probably  was 
struck  about  1580. 

Portuguese  historians  have 
long  speculated  that  their 
navigator  ancestors  reached 
Australia  early  in  the  sixteenth 
century. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Thinking  of  buying  a 
computer? 


Computers  are  playing  an 
increasingly  important  part  in  our 
lives.  But  how  much  should  you 
pay  for  a  system?  And  how  do  you 
know  a  PC  will  suit  your  needs? 
Help  is  at  hand!  Practical, 
straightforward  and  reliable.  The 
Which?  Guide  to  Computers 
explains  all  the  jargon,  ft’s 
ideal  for  home  users  and  small 
businesses  alike  and  takes  yon. 


Essential 
reading  for 
landlords 
and  tenants 


step  by  step,  through  the  buying 
process. . 

Using  real-life  situations  to 
highlight  common  problems,  it 
tells  you  •  what  computers  can 
do  for  yon  and/or  your  business 

•  how  to  avoid  costly  mistakes, 
and  select  sensibly-priced 
hardware  and  software  that 
won't  be  instantly  obsolete  •  bow 
to  calculate  the  true  cost  of  a 
system  •  how  to  get  cost-effective 
user  support  and  maintenance 

•  why  ‘latest’  doesn’t  always 
mean  foes t’  •  how  to  ensure 


you  buy  what  you  need  -  and  not 
what  the  salespeople  want  to  sell 
you  •  and  much  more  besides! 
This  fact-packed  book  from 
Which?  gives  independent, 
unbiased  advice  and  is  essential 
reading  for  anyone  planning  to 
buy  a  computer,  or  who  wants 
to  get  the  most  from  their 
existing  system. 

The  Which?  Guide  to  Computers 
costs  just  £10-99  (P&P  FREE), 
so  why  not  order  your  copy  NOW 
using  the  order  form  below? 
Full  refund  if  not  satisfied. 


Tax-efficient  ways  of 
passing  on  property 

Thinking  of  letting  your1 
property?  Unsure  of  your 
rights  as  a  tenant?  Then  get 
help  with  The  Which?  Guide 
to  Renting  and  Letting 
Whether  you  are  renting  or 
letting  a  house,  flat -or  room, 
you  need  to  be  aware  of  your 
legal  rights,  the  financial 
implications  of  the  agreement 
and  the  practicalities  of  the 
landlord/tenant  relationship. 

And  this  concise,  accessible 
book  could  help  yon  avoid 
possible  ptt&lls.  as  well  as  save 
you  time,  money  and  potentially 
cnstly  legal  action,  too. 

For  landlords  there's  advice  on 

•  what  sort  of  tenancy  to  grant 

*  rents  and  deposits  •  grounds 
for  possession  during  a  tenancy 
and  how  to  obtain  a  court  - 
order.  Tenants  will  discover  | 

-  whether  they  can  sublet  .  □*j*tt^?&^wcn»poioseG<»-9»»»<*(p*PFKE-E> 
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Would,  you  like  to.  pass  on 
money  and  property  without 
wrapping  your  gifts  in  an 
unnecessary  tax  bill?  Then 
read  The  Which ?  Guide  to 
Giving  and  Inheriting. 

Easy  to  understand,  and  with 
.case  histories  throughout,  the 
book  explains  how  to  use  the 
tax  system  to  increase  the 
value  of  your  gifts,  enabling 
you  to  plan  ahead  and  control 
your  finances.  In  feet,  “it  could 
be  the  wisest  investment  you 
will  ever  make”  (Irish  News). 
The  guide  covers  •  inheritance 
tax  •  capital  gains  tax  ■  setting 


up  trusts  •  making  use  of 
covenants  •  estate  planning 
-•  making  and  updating  a  will 
•  special  rules  for  family 
businesses  •  inheritance  laws 
in  Scotland  •  the  National 
Lottery  •  passing  on  property. 
The  Which?  Guide  to  Giving 
and  Inheriting  is  a  must  for 
anyone  who  wants  to  avoid 
paying  more  tax  than  necessary 
and  could  make  a  big  difference 
to  those  to  whom  you  give.  It 
costs  just  £9.99  (P&P  FREE),  so 
why  not  order  your  copy  NOW 
using  foe  order  form  below?  Rill 
refund  if  not  satisfied. 


Tb:  Which?,  PO  Box  89,  Dept  SP171,  Hertford,  SGU  1TB 
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•  what  to  do  about  harassment 
or  threats  of  eviction  •  and  J 
much,  much  more'.  -  j 

Complete  with  sample  letting  J 
agreements,  The  Which?  Guide 
ta  Renting  and  Letting  costs  just  J  A(kirng 
£10  99  IP&P  FREE);  so  why  not  i 
order  your  copy  NOW  using  the 
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Britons 
relish  Chile 
wine  boom 

By  Gab Ri Elia  Gamini 
SOITH  AMERICA 
CORRESPONDENT 

CHILEAN  wine  exports  are 
enjoying  a  boom.  In  1995 
Chilean  winemakers  exported 
$150  million  (£92  million) 
worth  and  last  year  it  shot  up 
to  $280  million,  with  10  per 
cent  going  to  Britain.  More 
than  26  million  bottles  of 
Chilean  red  and  white 
reached  foe  shops  in  Britain 
last  year. 

“We  have  have  become 
popular  in  Europe  and  the 
United  States.  But  we  are 
already  looking  to  sell  to  a 
bigger  market  in  Asia  where 
they  are  just  beginning  to 
integrate  wines  into  their  hab¬ 
its.'*  said  Rodrigo  Alvarado, 
director  of  Chile’s  main  wine 
export  control  body. 

Sebastian  Ruiz,  who  makes 
chardonnay  at  the  Vina 
Gracia  winery  in  foe 
Cachapoal  Valley,  calls  him¬ 
self  “a  new  winemaker”.  Vina 
Gracia's  1996  Four  Rivers 
Chardonnay  and  1995  Four 
Rivers  Cabernet  Sauvignon 
were  selected  last  Christmas 
as  “star  buys”  by  The  Times' 
wine  critic. 

The  secret  of  Chile’s  success 
derives  from  foe  15  hours  of 
sunshine  during  diy  summer 
months.  Winemakers  say  the 
dimate  is  ideal  offering  ho! 
days  and  cool  nights  and  very 
little  rain,  with  the  addition  of 
fertile  valleys  that  stretch  be¬ 
tween  the  Andes  and  Pacific 
Ocean.  Sefior  Ruiz  pul  it 
down  to  a  “miracle”  of  nature. 
“We  can  have  a  wine  ready  in 
less  than  three  months,  so  we 
always  have  young  wines  on 
the.  market  quickly  and  we 
can  guarantee  their  fresh 
fruity  quality,"  he  aid. 
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Free  from  charges 


Banking  with  First  Direct  is  free'  because  we  never 
charge  Cheque  Account  customers  for  everyday  banking 
transactions,  even  if  you’re  overdrawn.  And  all  our 
customers  automatically  receive  an  overdraft  up  to  £250 
-  also  fcee  of  any  fees.  So  compared  to  other  high  street  bank 
accounts  you're  better  off  with  First  Direct  from  day  one. 
We’re  a  member  of  the  HSBC  Group  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  banking  and  financial  services  organisations  in  tee 
world,  and  in  the  course  of  a  year  you'H  find  we  offer  more 
cost  effective  current  account  banking.  And  the  service  we 
provide  means  you  benefit  in  many  other  ways  too. 


By  telephone,  24  hours  a  day 


We  provide  the  ultimate  in  convenience.  You  can  bank 

with  us  at  any  time.  365  days  (and  nights)  of  the  year; 

from  wherever  there's  a  telephone.  And  ail  UK  calls  are 

charged  at  local  rates. 


Personal  and  professional  service 


Every  cad  is  answered  by  our  Banking  Representatives.  They  have  ail 
they  need  at  their  fingertips  to  deal  with  your  day-to-day  banking 
needs.  And  when  you  require  more  specialised  assistance,  such  as 
foreign  currency,  they  can  instaifiy  refer  you  to  someone  who  can  help. 


Getting  cash  is  easy 


Every  Cheque  Account  customer  receives  the  First  Direct  Card. 
TWs  aftows  you  to  withdraw  up  to  £500  a  day  from  over  11,500  cash 
machines  around  the  UK,  inducing  those  of  Micfland.  ft  aiso  guarantees 
cheques  for  £100  and  includes  tee  Switch  payment  facility. 


Why  pay  to 
bank  when 
First  Direct 
is  free? 


Annual  current  account  charges 

C-i  -.(..3  iO'  c:  £2:0  c.ve:cr;-.7:; 


NatWest  Current  Plus 


Lloyds  Classic 


So  is  paying  bills 


Our  service  indudes  a  free  bill  payment  service  too.  Smpty  call,  ten 
us  who  to  pay,  how  much  and  when,  and  we  do  ft.  This  means  you 
can  pay  aif  your  bills  at  tee  mast  convenient  time  without  tee  need  to 
keep  having  to  remember  to  organise  it 


A  full  banking  service  with  more  benefits 


As  wefi  as  our  Cheque  Account  we  offer  saving,  borrowing,  travel  and 
insirance  services  cost  effectively  by  telephone.  Tate  saving;  our  rates 
are  always  competitive,  we  offer  instant  transfers  to  and  from  your 
Cheque  Account  and  a  complete  range  of  accounts.  So  your  money 
is  always  working  hard  without  the  need  for  you  to  do  tee  same. 


Barclays  Bank  Account 


First  Direct  Cheque  Account 


If  you’re  paying  more  are  you  with  the  right  bank?  ^ 

a  0800  24  24  24 


We  work  hard  to  maintain  the  service 


The  best  people  to  demonstrate  the  quality  of  a  banking  service 
are  its  Customers  -  85%’  of  ours  have  recommended  us  to  their 
friends  and  colleagues  in  the  last  12  months. 


Opening  an  account  js  easy  loo 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms  or  Title 


Leading  article,  page  17 


We  also  appreciate  how  daunting  changing  bank  accounts  can  be. 
So  we  make  ft  easy.  Easy  to  open  a  First  Direct  account,  then  easy 
to  arrange  for  your  salary  to  be  paid  in  and  easy  for  aif  your  standing 
orders  and  direct  debits  to  be  transferred  to  your  account  And  it's 
easy  (and  free)  to  find  out  more  right  now.  Call  us  on  0800  24  24  24 
or  complete  tee  coupon. 

A- 


J  Call  free  or  complete  the  coupon  and  post  to; 

■  First  Direct,  FREEPOST,  Leeds,  LS98 1FD 
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12  OVERSEAS  NEWS 

Punters  ride 
their  luck  as 
floods  sweep 
western  US 

From  Ian  Brodie  in  Washington 
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DETB-EGBAAF 


FLOODS  raged  throughout 
the  western  United  States 
yesterday,  forcing  many  thou¬ 
sands  to  evacuate  their  homes, 
trapping  more  than  2,000 
visitopi  and  staff  in  Yosemite 
national  park,  but  failing  to 
stop  the  action  in  Reno  where 
gambling  continued  in  sand¬ 
bagged  casinos. 

A  string  of  torrential  storms 
that  began  last  week  brought 
flooding,  mudslides  and  pow¬ 
er  failures.  Rivers  burst  their 
tranks  and  roads  were  inun¬ 
dated  in  Idaho.  Nevada.  Ore¬ 
gon.  Washington  state  and 
northern  California.  At  least 
1?  deaths  are  blamed  on  the 
bad  weather. 

Four  towns  in  northern 
California  with  a  total  popula¬ 
tion  of  95,000  were  evacuated 
on  the  orders  of  sheriffs 
deputies  after  an  embankment 
of  the  rain-swollen  Feather 
River  collapsed.  Authorities 
feared  that  the  hanks  down¬ 
stream  would  give  way  as 
well.  Eighteen  evacuation  cen¬ 
tres  were  opened  for  the 
residents  of  Marysville,  Yuba 
City.  Linda  and  Olivehurst  as 
they  jammed  the  roads  to 
make  their  escape. 

Police  patrolled  the  empty 
streets  overnight  “They  told 
us  to  hit  the  road  and  we  did 
jusr  that,-  said  Freida  Wil¬ 
liams  of  Yuba  City  as  she 
rested  on  a  camp  bed  at  a  Red 
Cross  shelter. 

Long  queues  of  cars  snaked 
out  of  Yuba  City,  past 
recreation  grounds  and  picnic 
spots  that  had  been  sub¬ 
merged  in  depths  of  up  to  30ft. 
Police  said  that  the  break  in 
the  Feather  River's  bank  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  twice  as  big  as 
one  ten  years  ago  when  40  sq 
miles  were  flooded,  including 
all  of  Linda  and  parts  of 
Olivehurst 

More  than  6,000  of  the 
evacuees  headed  for  safety  to 
Beale  air  force  base,  home  of 
the  112  spy  plane,  40  miles 


north  of  Sacramento.  They 
included  elderly  patients 
moved  from  a  convalescent 
home  and  hundreds  of  child¬ 
ren.  The  air  force  opened  up  a 
gym.  a  skating  rink  and 
hangars  to  accommodate  the 
influx.  Rows  of  cars  were 
parked  on  the  flight  line, 
many  laden  with  betiding, 
photographs  and  other  me¬ 
mentos  hastily  gathered  up  in 
the  flight  from  threatened 
homes. 

In  Nevada,  the  normally 
placid  Truckee  River  over¬ 
flowed,  sending  a  torrent  of 
water  through  homes  and 
businesses  in  Reno.  At  the 
airport,  several  airliners  were 
stranded  in  water  up  to  their 
engine  cowlings.  Some  hotel 
casinos  were  forced  to  dose  for 
the  first  time  in  memory,  but 
others  remained  open. 

In  Yosemite,  new  year  party 
guests  were  still  trapped  in 
two  hotels  with  nowhere  to  go 
and  nothing  to  do  but  play 
board  games,  read  aid  news¬ 
papers  and  watch  the  Merced 
River  surging  by.  flooding  all 
roads  into  the  park. 

It  was  the  second  setback  for 
300  of  the  stranded  tourists 
who  had  waited  more  than  a 
year  to  get  in.  They  had  won  a 
draw  for  tickets  for  New 
Year's  Eve  1995.  but  the  park 
was  dosed  by  the  budget 
impasse  in  Washington  so 
their  trip  was  put  off  until 
now.  The  holds  reported  that 
everyone  was  safe  and  there 
was  plenty  to  eat  and  drink. 

Seventy  counties  in  five 
states  have  been  declared 
disaster  areas  since  the  storms 
began  swamping  the  region 
with  snow  and  rain  on  Boxing 
Day. 

There  are  likely  to  be  ap¬ 
peals  to  President  Clinton  for 
federal  aid  to  help  those  whose 
homes,  businesses  and  crops 
have  been  destroyed.  The 
weekend  forecast  was  for  dry 
weather  at  last. 


Some  of  the  top  Dutch  amateur  skaters  train  for  today's  Elfctedentocht,  the  15th  race  in  the  8&-year  history  of  the  gruelling  160-mile  event 

Rare  skating  marathon  warms  Dutch  hearts 


From  Mark  Fuller  in  Amsterdam 


THE  Netherlands  will  come 
to  a  stop  today  for  the  rarely 
run  Elfstedentocht,  the  leg¬ 
endary  Frisian  “ll-aties"  skat¬ 
ing  marathon  which  is  one  of 
the  most  gruelling  sporting 
events  in  the  world. 

This  skating-crazy  nation 
has  been  waiting  II  years  for  a 
freeze  to  provide  sufficient  ice 
to  cany  more  than  16.000 
skaters  along  the  160-mile 
route  through  waterways  and 
lakes  linking  ?i  towns  and 
villages  in  the  northern  prov¬ 
ince  of  Friesland.  Today's 
marathon  will  be  only  the  15th 
race  in  the  event’s  88-year 
history. 

One  million  spectators  are 


expected  for  the  start  at 
5.30am  and  the  rest  of  the 
nation  will  be  glued  to  live 
television  coverage  of  the  day¬ 
long  marathon.  Such  is  the 
passion  for  the  race  that 
parliament  went  into  recess 
during  the  last  two  races  in 
1985  and  1986.  and  Queen 
Beatrix  cut  short  a  foreign 
holiday. 

To  qualify  for  the  race 
skaters  either  have  to  hold  a 
Dutch  marathon  skater's  li¬ 
cence  or  be  members  of  the 
Elfstedentocht  dob.  The  org¬ 
anisation  also  holds  a  special 
lottery  for  additional  racers. 
Funding  comes  from  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  provincial  government 


subsidy,  local  sponsorship 
and  broadcasting  rights. 

Attention  will  focus  on  the 
300  top  amateur  marathon 
skaters;  These  fanatics,  all 
Dutch  and  including  dairy 
fanners  and  a  police  detective, 
will  be  released  first  from  the 
steel  cages  at  the  start  of  the 
tour  in  Leenwarden.  the  Fri¬ 
sian  capitaL 

They  first  have  to  run 
almost  a  mile  before  donning 
their  skates  and  climbing  on 
to  the  ke  in  darkness.  They 
are  expected  to  complete  the 
course  in  around  seven  hours, 
averaging  almost  19  mOes  an 
hour. 

Although  there  is  no  prize 


money  for  the  winner,  who 
receives  a  silver  cup,  die  first 
skater  to  cross  the  finishing 
line  wifi  almost  certainly  be¬ 
come  a  guiklermiUfonaire 
through  sponsorship  deals. 
The  16,000  other  "tour  skat¬ 
ers"  have  to  finish  by  mid¬ 
night  to  receive  a  silver  medaL 

Once  away  from  the  lights 
in  the  towns,  there  is  no 
special  floodlighting.  Some 
skaters  carry  hand-held  torch¬ 
es.  Both  groups  of  racers  are 
motivated  purely  by  die 
event’s  mythical  status. 

“There  is  no  other  mara¬ 
thon  like  it  in  the  world.  It’s 
not  called  the  race  of  races,  for 
nothing,",  said  Evert  van 


Ben  them,  the  winner  in  1985 
and  1986.  After  malting  ,  a 
grave  error  last  year  when 
they  misread  weather  condi¬ 
tions.  the  organising  commit¬ 
tee  anticipated  the  freeze  this 
.week.  -  ... 

■  The  three  Frisian  words.  It 
gier  oon  (it’s  going  ahead), 
were  spoken  on  Thursday, 
although  the  ice  on  some 
parts  of  the  coarse  had  not  yet 
thickened  to  the  required  6in. 

Firemen  have  been  work¬ 
ing  round  die  dock  sawing 
chunks  of  ice  out  of  disused 
canals  and  transplanting . 
diem  to  boles  in  the  course. 

•  :  ’  Photograph,  page  20 


New  batch 
of  Nixon 
outbursts  ii 
released 


By  Ian  Brodie 

JUST  as  Americans  are  <k- 
spairme  of  ethics  violations 
and  alleged  abuses  of  public 
trust  by  their  politicians,  the  - 
voice  of  Ridiard-Nixtan  has  • 
come  bade  to  haunt  them. 

His  profane,  uncompromis¬ 
ing  words  were  revealed  again 
yesterday  with  publication  erf 
the  latest  excerpts;  from  the 
Watergate  tapes  made  avail¬ 
able  by  the  National  Archives. 

The  year  was  1971  arid  Mr  ' 
Nixon  was  listing  the  Job 
requirements  for  his  new  com¬ 
missioner  for  the  Internal  -  - 

Revenue  Service.  T want  fo  be 
sure  he’s  a  ruthless  son  of  a  1  ■ 
bitch,  that  he  will  do  what  he* 
told,  that  every  income  tax 
return  1  want  to  see,  1  see,  that 
he  wilj  go  after  our  enemies 
and  not  go  after  our- friends." 
the  President  said,  apparently 
oblivious  that  the  Oval  Office 
taping  system  he  had  installed 
was  whirring  away. 

Nixon  was  bothered,  he  ; 
said,  by  what  the  ^stinking 
little  bastards"  did  at  the  IRS 
when  che  Democrats  were  in 
charge.  He  recalled  that  foe 
Kennedys  had  ordered  tax 
inspectors  to  go  after  him  “for 
that  goddamned  house  I 
bought".  Now  it  was  the 
Republican  Nixon's  turn  and 
he  wanted  to  know  “when  the 
Christ  are  they,  going  to  go 
after  some  Democrats?" 

The  man  chosen  to  be  foe 
Nixon  LRS  patsy  was  Johnnie 
Walters,  but  be  refused  to.  go  • 
along  with  foe  plot  when  ne 
was  handed  the  famous  "ene¬ 
mies  list"  and  told  to.  audit 
their  tax  returns.  “I  was 
shocked,”  he  told  The  Wash¬ 
ington  Post,  which  published . 
the  latest  Nixon  tapes.  He 
warned  John  Dean,  the  Presi-  . 
dent’s  counsel  and  emissary, 
that  targeting  foe  tax  returns  ’  *" 
of  political  enemies  “would 
make  Watergate  look  like  a 
Sunday  school  picnic*. 

He  put  the  list  man  enve¬ 
lope  and  tucked  it  aWay  until.  . 
congressional  investigators 
bent  on  Nixon’s  impeachment 
came  looking  for  it  As  for  Mr 
Walters,  Nixon  declared  he 
was  finished,  a  demotion  the 
former  commissioner  is  proud 
rofto  this  day. ;  ;; 


From  our 

Business  Editor 

IT'S  a  recurring  7.> 
nightmare,  ft  won’f: 
go  away.  Every  wet 
is  the  same. 

You  have  just  £6 1 1  ’ 
everything. It’s  not  eve  *  v 
£9  a  day.  You've  given 
up  vour  car.  New  dotty  \- 
Holidays.  Your  pet. 

You  don't  go  out. 

The  heating  is  turned  ■ 
down.  But  you  still  - - 
can’t  manage.  You 
go  without  food.  Ot  \ 
without  paying  you! : 
bills. 

Is  this  how  life  is 
going  to  be?  Forevei 
Not  with  a  personal 
pension  of  your  ow 
You  could  have  plen. 
of  money  to  spend.  At. 
enjoy.  Don't  put  it  to  iht 
bock  of  your  mind. 

Finan 

From  our  Ftnancs 
Correspondent 

It's  a  recurring  nigftfn  * 
it  won’t  go  away.  E' 
week  is  die  same. 

You  have  just  £6  ,!- 
everything.  It’s  not  t 
£9  a  day.  You've g  V 
up  your  cat  New  ck 
Holidays.  Your  peL  ' 

You  don't  go  out  : 
heating  is  turned  d* - 
But  you  still  c 
manage.  You  can  . 
without  food.  Or  wiu. 
paying  your  bills. 

Is  this  how  life  i. 
going  to  be?  Forever? 
Not  with  a  personal 
pension  of  your  own. 
Yon  could  have  plenty 
of  money  to  spend.  And 
enjoy.  Don't  put  it  to  foe 
back  of  your  mind. 

You  have  just  £61  for  - 
everything,  it’s  no*  eve\, 
£9  a  day.  You’ve  giv-  -• 
up  your  car.  New  dot? 
Holidays. 


I  N  T  E  R  ^ 
£  7  $ 
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The  pension 
you  want 


I 


Kii 


Call  Sunline  on 


0345  322 223 


Quoting  Reference 

1040 


www.sunIine.co.uk 


is  going  to  be? 

■'-amiF'S  fl  rt 


•  Choose  to  contribute  monthfy  or 
annually.  ' 


..  .....  v:  * 


Increase  Or  decrease  your  .- 
contributions  at  any  time  youwi^h,|~- 


9  T ake  a  break  from  paying  iirto  ymlr*?1 
pension  whenever  you  want.,  -c  -HP 


•  T ake  your  pension  with  you  when 
you  change  jobs.  'v* 


at  any  time. 


Account — you  can  d 
your  tircumstances. 


tgeit  to 


f’S  a  recurring  * 
itinare;  ft  won’t 
away.  Every  week  .  wV' 
same.  .  ■  ’’  - 

i  have  just  £6rfor 
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on'' don’t  go  cjuL 
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this  how  Iif|  is 
ng  to  be?  Forever?  ’ 
t  with  a  pexjpMal 
nsios  of  yoqr  oirn; 
ou  could  have  plenty 


For  a  free  information  pack  and  a:j 
projection  of  the  pension  you  coidd  build  El 
for  yourself,  please  call  our  helpline  :  ^ 
number  today.  "Gall  8am  to  Spiii  ^ 
weekdays,  1 3  am  to  6pm "weekend^  You’ll^ 
be  asked  a  few  questions  to  help  u£  help" 
you  "  and  there’s  no  oWigarion,  :  :  i :  - !  ; 
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As  .  every  parent  knows,  a  child’s  ability  to  pass  exams 
and  tests  at  school  will  irreversibly  affect  their  fUture. 

Every  parent  wants  to  help,  and  starting  tomorrow  m 

"“topW1 help  you  and  your  children  work  together 

on  the  challenges  of  National  Curriculum  tests  and  GCSE  s 
They?re  full  of  mock  questions,  answers  and  tests.  Ther 


are  tips  on  revision  techniques,  beating  stress,  and  memory 
techniques,  plus  examiners’  perspectives  on  the  best  ways  to  pass. 
They’re  designed  in  a  way  that  helps  you  identify  if  your 

child  is  felling  behind. 

They  help  your  child  achieve  a  better  future  in  a  way 

that  is  both  structured  and  fun. 

Look  out  for  the  first  of  six  Examplans  in  tomorrow’s 

Sunday  Times.  And  tomorrow  there’s  a  free  Collins  Gem 

English  School  Dictionary  for  everyone. 
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British  company  in  joint  venture  to  police  lawless  jungle  of  Moscow 

Firms  in  need  of 
bodyguards  call 
for  Russian  SAS 


Kohl  visit 
to  Yeltsin 


ASSEMBLE  any  group  of 
Western  businessmen  in  Mos¬ 
cow  and  within  a  few  minutes 
the  conversation  usually  turns 
to  the  dangers  of  working  in 
the  lawless  world  of  modem 
Russia. 

With  daily  accounts  in  the 
Russian  press  about  the  con¬ 
tract  killings  of  bankers,  trad¬ 
ers  and  even  the  odd  foreign¬ 
er.  security,  or  the  lack  ofit. 
has  become  an  issue  few  can 
afford  to  ignore. 

Last  year  a  British  lawyer 
was  shot  dead  in  St  Peters¬ 
burg:  he  was  hit  by  a  stray 
bullet  during  an  attempt  on 

Icicle  threat 
hangs  over 
frozen  city 

AS  temperatures  in  Moscow 
plunge  to  below  -2QC.  a  new 
and  deadly  threat  is  hanging 
over  the  capital's  long-suffer¬ 
ing  population. 

Aside  from  the  dangers  of 
cars  skidding  on  icy  roads,  the 
most  fearsome  winter  obsta¬ 
cles  are  the  /luge  icicles  that 
form  below  (he  roofs  of  every 
high-rise  building  in  the  city. 

Last  year  several  people 
were  impaled  bv  these  mon¬ 
sters.  which  grow  up  to  six  feet 
long  and  weigh  several 
pounds. 


MOSCOW  FILE 

by  RICHARD 
BEESTON 


the  life  of  a  Russian  mobster. 
In  November.  Paul  Tatum,  an 
American  businessman,  was 
shot  dead  by  a  contract  killer 
in  a  Moscow  underpass. 

In  most  countries  where 
law  enforcement  has  broken 
down  the  next  best  thing  to  a 
policeman  is  private  security, 
but  in  Russia  choosing  the 
right  bodyguard  can  be  a 
matter  of  life  or  death.  Even 
though  Tatum  supposedly 
was  protected  by  bodyguards, 
they  did  nothing  to  prevent 
his  being  shot  11  times  in  the 
back  by  a  killer  armed  with  a 
Kalashnikov  rifle. 

Increasingly,  therefore, 
bankers,  oil  magnates  and 
multinationals  are  turning  to 
a  discreet  security  firm  with 
humble  origins,  whose  main 
selling  point  is  thar  it  is  staffed 
almost  exclusively  by  former 
KGB  special  forces  officers. 
Alpha,  named  after  the  Rus¬ 
sian  equivalent  of  the  SAS. 
has  teamed  up  with  the  Brit¬ 
ish  firm  Defence  Systems  to 
form  a  joint  venture  of  former 
Cold  War  enemies  now  mak¬ 
ing  their  money  from  fighting 


the  mob.  Alpha  relies  heavily 
on  its  fearsome  reputation. 
The  force  first  came  to  promi¬ 
nence  when  it  spearheaded 
the  Soviet  invasion  of  Afghan¬ 
istan  by  overthrowing  and 
killing  die  Afghan  leader  in 
December  1979.  It  also  carried 
out  the  attack  on  pro-indepen¬ 
dence  demonstrators  in  Lithu¬ 
ania  in  1991  and  led  the 
assault  on  the  uprising  in  the 
Moscow  White  House  in  1993. 

“We  started  off  with  plenty 
of  experience  in  special  opera¬ 
tions.  but  little  knowledge  of 
business  practices."  Igor 
Orekhov,  a  former  KGB  ma¬ 
jor  who  is  now  company  di¬ 
rector.  said.  "But  in  five  years 
we  have  gone  from  guarding 
parking  lots  to  protecting 
about  1.000  people.  In  five 
years  of  operating  in  the 
security  business  we  have 
never  had  a  client  injured  or 
.  killed." 

“In  some  cases  we  have  had 
criminals  threatening  clients 
on  the  street.  That  is  when  we 
call  out  our  rapid  reaction 
force,  on  call  24  hours  a  day. 
No  one  is  bothered  after  that-" 


A  Russian  security  firm's  bodyguard  squad  take* 
contract  killings  rising  as  law  and  order  break 


>  part  i 
down. 


such  firms  are  thriving,  especially  in  Moscow 


Teacher  and  tycoon  in  palace  revolt 


IN  THE  cut-throat  world  of  Kremlin 
politics  Boris  Berezovsky,  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  influential  personal¬ 
ities  In  Moscow,  rarely  comes  off 
second  best. 

Bui  the  slick  entrepreneur  and  gov¬ 
ernment  aide  may  have  met  his  match. 
His  opponent  is  Nikolai  Tcbertkoff.  an 
American  schoolteacher  of  Russian 
descent,  who  has  taken  on  the  tycoon  in 


a  bailie  for  one  of  Moscow's  most 
famous  landmarks,  the  Tcbertkoff 
Mansion,  an  imposing  300-year-ofd 
building  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 

The  palace,  which  Mr  Berezovsky's 
company  Logovaz  wants  to  develop  whh 
a  Sooth  Korean  firm  into  a  casino  or 
private  dob.  was  given  to  Moscow  by 
MrTchertkofFs  ancestors  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  that  it  remain  a  public  library. 


“These  people  do  not  give  a  damn 
about  books  or  culture,  all  they  want  to 
do  is  make  money,”  said  MrTdrertkoff. 
“If  Russia  loses  its  culture,  it  mil  lose 
everything.”  Although  initially  his 
efforts  were  rebuffed  by  Logovaz  and 
the  municipality.  Ids  cause  has  suddenly 
taken  off.  He  has  even  addressed 
parliament,  the  only  non-member  since 
Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  to  do  so. 


Ex-breadwinner  told  to  hand  over  dough 


From  TUnku  Varadajuv/an 
IN  MADRID 

A  JUDGE  in  Barcelona  made 
legal  history  yesterday  by 
ordering  a  divorced  man  to 
work  12  hours  every  week  for 
the  next  12  years  in  his  ex- 
wife’s  bakery  as  a  penalty  for 
failing  to  pay  for  their  chil¬ 
dren's  maintenance. 

The  man,  known  only  as 
Francisco  FJ..  readily  accept¬ 
ed  the  quixotic  ruling  as  it 
enables  him  to  clear  his  post- 


marrimonia!  debts  without 
having  to  sell  his  small  flat,  his 
spartan  furniture  and  his  be¬ 
loved  piano. 

The  unusual  solution  was 
proposed  in  court  by  the  ex- 
wife's  lawyer,  who  claimed 
later  that  he  had  got  the  idea 
from  "some  American  film"  he 
had  seen.  Speaking  on  behalf 
of  his  dient.  whose  name  was 
released  as  Ana  E.L..  the 
lawyer  said:  “She  is  very 
happy  with  the  solution  as  she 
hared  the  idea  of  having  her 


ex-husband’s  property  con¬ 
fiscated." 

The  problem  began  in  1994, 
when  the  couple  divorced. 
Although  Francisco  FJ. 
agreed  to  pay  his  ex-wife  a 
monthly  sum  as  part  of  the 
settlement,  he  had  not  paid 
her  a  single  peseta.  His  debts 
now  stand  at  nearly  £20.000. 
Although  the  couple  have  four 
children,  only  their  12-year-old 
daughter  Cristina  is  still  a 
minor.  Part  of  the  courts 
judgement  lays  down  that  the 


father,  also  a  baker  by  profes¬ 
sion,  must  teach  his  daughter 
the  fine  arts  of  making  bead, 
cakes  and  chocolates. 

The  judge  has  made  it  dear 
that  she  would  send  for  the 
bailiffs  if  Francisco  FJ.  failed 
to  comply.  "Full  compensation 
will  be  deemed  to  have  been 
made  only  on  condition  that 
he  participates  in  the  making 
of  breads,  pastries  and  choco¬ 
late  for  the  full  period  laid 
down  in  rhe  judgement,  she 
said." 


France  rises  in  alarm 
to  protect  the  baguette 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 


FROCK  SHOCK 


Revealed  tomorrow  in  The  Sunday  Times  Magazine: 
the  identity  of  Gianni  Versace's  new  supermodel 
PLUS1  Tara  Pafmer-Tomkinson  reports  from  the  ski  slopes  of  Klosters 


THE  French  Government  has 
intervened  to  protect  the 
future  of  the  humble  baguette, 
a  universal  symbol  of  France 
as  potent  as  berets  and  Beau- 
jolais,  from  going  decidedly 
stale. 

Thousands  of  traditional 
bakers  have  gone  out  of  busi¬ 
ness  in  recent  years  in  the  face 
of  competition  from  industrial 
bread  manufacturers  and  cut- 
price  mass-produced  super¬ 
market  breads. 

Now.  however,  only  profes¬ 
sionally  trained  bakers  who 
select  their  own  flour,  knead 
their  own  dough  and  bake  the 
bread  on  the  premises  will 
maintain  the  right  to  describe 
themselves  as  boulangers. 
The  measure,  which  was 
agreed  earlier  last  year  but 
took  effect  on  January  l.  aims 
ro  protect  traditional  artisans. 

Thirty  years  ago  France 
could  boast  54.000  boulange- 
ries:  Since  then,  more  than 


From  Susan  Bell  in  Paris 

20.00  have  dosed.  Only  three 
quarters  of  the  bread  baked  in 
France  is  made  by  traditional 
methods  and  officials  estimate 
thar  almost  5.000  establish¬ 
ments  which  do  not  conform 
with  the  new  regulations  will 
be  forced  to  change  their  shop 
signs  to  omit  the  word 
boulangerie. 

In  recent  years,  many  so- 
called  bakers  stopped  making 
their  own  dough  and  started 
using  an  oven-ready  factory 
substitute  which  they  then 
baked.  Unfortunately,  this  er¬ 
satz  baguette  turns  hard 
quickly  and  bears  little  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  real  thing. 

Although  the  consumption 
of  bread  in  France  is  stfll  well 
ahead  of  Britain,  where  70  per 
cent  is  produced  by  big  manu¬ 
facturers.  it  has  dropped 
sharply.  Since  the  war,  French 
consumption  has  dropped  by 
half  and  France  now  rates 
only  lentil  in  the  world. 


Poland,  which  has  no  indus¬ 
trial  bread  makers,  tops -the' 
world  league  fin:  bread  sales. 
French  bakers,  who  welcomed 
ihe-new  law 'this  weefc  hope' 
that  it  wifl  bring  back  pride  in 
the  baguette  and  will  encour¬ 
age  sales.  • 

•Several,  “pseudo-. 
boulangers  ”  angered  by  the 
new  law,  are  demanding  how 
they  should  now  describe' 
themselves.  Rjt  some,  a 
boulangerie  is  simply  a  place 
where  bread  is  sold. 

Despite  the  current  vogue  in 
France  for  specialty  breads, 
most  traditional  bakers  find 
that  a  simple  but'  ddidous 
baguette,  still  warm  from  the 
oven,  is  die  best  way  to  hold 
their  own  against  mass-pro¬ 
duced  supermarket  products, 
even  if  the  latter  do  sell  for  as 
little  as  a  franc  each.  Experts 
agree  that  it  is  impossible  to 
produce  a  "real  baguette ”  for 
less  titan  two  francs. 


suspicion 
over  Nato 

RtOM  ROGER  BOH2S 

IN  BERLIN 

HELMUT  KOHL,  the  Ger¬ 
man  Chancellor,  travels  to 
Moscow  today  to  take  stock  of 
the  physical  and  political 
health  of  his  friend,  Boris 
Yeltsin,  and  assess  the  extent 
of  Kremlin  resistance  to 
Nam’S  eastward  expansion. 

The  German  will  be  the  first 

Western  leader  to  see  the 
convalescent  Russian  Presi¬ 
dent;  President  Chirac  will 
fbflow  shortly. 

The  visit  is  tinged  with  more 
than  a  little  anxiety.  “Kohl  has 
realised  —  earlier  than  most 
other  leaders  —  that  Yeltsin  is 
going  to  come  under  incredi¬ 
ble  pressure  this  year  because 
of  the  beginning  of  enlarge¬ 
ment  talks,”  a  senior  Western 
diplomat  says-  "Yeltsin's  stam¬ 
ina,  psychological ..  bearing 
and  political  grip  are  very, 
important" 

President  Yeltsin's  erstwhile 
security  chief.  Genera]  Alek¬ 
sandr  Lebed,  has  criticised  the 
Kremlin  leader  for  allowing 
Russia  to  slip  from  superpow¬ 
er  status.  Nate's  eastward 
enlargement  in  the  Russian 
view,  will  set  in  stone  that  now 
diminished  global  role.  Mr 
Yeltsin,  despite  his  relation¬ 
ship  with  Herr  Kohi.  seems 
powerless  to  stop  the  process; 
he  is  therefore  vulnerable. 

The  two  leaders  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  discuss  tite  -broad 
contours  of  an  agreement  with 
Russia  that,  fay  emphasising  . 
the  non-aggressive  intentions 
of  Nato,  would  give  some 
support  to  President  Yeltsin.  . 

Yet 'there  is  still  consider¬ 
able  Russian  distrust  not  only 
of  Nato  but  also  of  Germany's 
real  motives.  Enlargement  of 
the  European  Union  is  aimed 
at  extending  Europe's  wealth 
zone  eastwards.  That,  and  the 
Nato  plans,  add  up  in  the  view 
of  many  Russian  observers  to 
the  creation  of  a  buffer-zone  to 
shield  Germany  from  an  un¬ 
stable  Russia. 

Recent  speeches  by  Hen- 
Kohl  address  ,  the  latent  fears 
of  ;the  Germans  —  organised, 
crone,  ,  fiw  encroachment  of 
the  Russian  mafia,  migration 
-from  the  Easr==-antfsuggesr 
that  the  concept  of  .a  buffer 
zone',  has  ■  qm&y.  become 
feature (tf  German-politics.  /  . 

■  Certainly,  economic  figures  ■  ■ 
indicate  that  Germany,  bas  . 
replaced  Russia  asthepre- 
dominaBt  power  in  Centred. 
Europe.  '  The  -  KbhFYdtei^...- 
friendship thus  has  an-uoeasy ■: ; 
edge  It  is  a  rdationshi^: 
dogged  with  suspicion  that.  I, 
Germany  is  ..profiting '  fioni-.V 
Russian,  decline. : Fbr  a'-Rus?;”'' 
shin  general  staff,  still  usinj*  .  \- 
textbooks  in  wlrich'Gennany- 
is  depicted  as  themarn  land-  J; 
based  military  threat,  Henf,- 
Kbhl’s  many,  reassurances  dqV.. 
not  add  up  to  much.  .  i . 

That  is  whyJRussia  is  inteost '  . 
dying  pressure  oh,  and  espitf  ;  - 
nage  activity  in.  Eastern: 
Europe.  "... 
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■  VISUAL  ART 

Italianaitof  ? 
fre20threrttury  ; 
,js  showcased  - 
in  a  revealing  ■ 
new  London  - 
exhibition 


CIRCUS 


Canada's  Cirque 
du  Soleil  brings 
its  extraordinary 
Saltimbanco 
back  to  the 
Albert  Hall 
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ARTS 


■  THEATRE 

TaJawa  Theatre 
Company  proves 
Derek  Walcott's 
nostalgic  Beef, 

No  Chicken  a  play 
worth  reviving 
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VISUAL  ART:  John  RiasseH  Taylor  welcomes  a  modest,  but  pertinent,  London  show  of  contemporary  Italian  art 


Uhan  art  since  Impressionism'  "Tfeighfan*  friend  Nino  Costa  in  the 
has  always  faeerusometiiihg  a£  18fi0s thitoA  to  Emanude 
*  —  •  CavaUi  m  the  1960s,  offer  a  good 

Tepresdttatw'cross-section  of  what 
was  going  on  m  ltaty  at  the  time.  - 
The  «^ast^tSt^ibatt»s.  to  the 

'  Ulariy  impt^^fjpaiiiters  such  as. 
Sariopo,  De  Cfciafisand  Hirerny-- 
Hirschl  do  no  t  stand  veryhigh  erven 
.  among  admirers  of  Symbolism,  and 
■fend -to  feeler  on  theverge  of  kitsch.. 


T 

■  a  ■  problem  for.  British  art- 
lovers,  mainly  Because  tilings 
do  not  seem  to  happen  in-the  right " 
order.  The  huge  1989  Rpyal  Acade- 
my  show  of  Italian  Art  incite  20th.  '* 
Century  did  not  help ' very  xnuch,- 
suiceit was  programmatically  slant¬ 
ed  to  make  the  history  look  Eke  a  . 
triumphant  arid  srngleirilnded:pro-  ' 
gression  from  Futurism  to  Oementi 
and  Chra.At.least.the'mm^'modest.' 
slibw  of  Twentieth  Century  Italian  - 
Art  from  Symbolism  to-Scuolai' 
Romano,  at  the  European  Academy . ' 
for  the  Arts  (the  former  Aocaderita 
Itahana),  provides  -  an.  flluminafing .  - 
corrective:  ’ 

The  British  difficulty  goesback  to'. ' 
Roger  Fry.  who  did  Jus  utmost  to  '  . 
make  British  notions.,  of',  art 
Francooentric  The  .  way.  things 
ought  to  happen  was  the  Way  tinngs 
had  happened  in  Ranee:  faipres-S  v 
sionism  was  succeeded  try  ftantit- 
Esm,  Post-Impressionism ,  Cubism 
arid  so  to  Abstraction,  all  ’  being 
motivated  by  the  application  of  The' 
mind  to  the  ;evidences  of  the  eye, 
rather  than  the  visual  embodiment 


;:4The  village 
.  Ofi^itiGoli 
\  Cmrado  was 
-  art  artiste*. 
,Vr  :;:;CcdQnyfitfav 


: ;  But  as  soon  as  we  move  on  to  the 
Senate  Romans,  mastery  is  every- 
'  where  apparent  Superfidally  this 
of  what  the  naind  creates. '  The  V  group  nnglti  seem  to  be  one  of  the 
essence  of  Italian  art  since  the  rind-  marly  groups  of  NeoRcalists  who  . 
19th  century  has'afcvaysbeerr  bther- ;  .haded  the  rappel  Porrfre  of  the 
wise:  the  visfonaiy-  imagmation  Twenties,  .panillel  (  to.  the  Neue 
comes  first,  and  then,  the  vision  'Sadjfi&feefr  v  in  Germany.  But 
achieves  realisation.-  'A- f  .  -  .  thoi^lfe  ^oS^^rust  is  fep**-. 
The  village  of  Anticoli  Cotradanr  ant^tidnSl  Ihe'.ipl  'question  is: 
the  hills  about  35  t&te  from  T^Wie,  - tsactiy  ;  what ;  dcr  they .  seek  to 
might  seemlikeanotMplacfe  to  lock  VAyv 

for  demonstration;  but  thfe  -stowC .  ^  -  G&isaas  v  tiior.  “new 

drawnlargdyftomthe  art^nusetnit.  obja$ri^wi$  wffib^.mii^irihg.. 
there,  proves  to  be  a  vivid  evocation .  •  For  theltab'ans&ereis  gternour, 
of  the  Italian  alternative; , . ...  ^poeny.amtsguily  fe  the  apparently 
Anticoli  ,  Carirado  '  was.  -. .  ffl®'  r  =.  reaB^C^yles  At  a  ^apee.  one  of  the 
Newjyn  or :  Etermstadti  ^  "arti^Vr^kK^fnastriiiieoes.  Fausto  Pirao-" 
ccAafly  for  moreifmaXacrfatrfim^  .  looks  tike  *, 

tiiose  wbo  . 


ing.  But  there  is  something  disturb¬ 
ing  about  jit  .What  conceivably 
realistic  viewpoint  can  explain 
everything  in  it  the  boxer  at  a 
punchbag  apparently  in  mid-air.  tfie 
crouched  figure  on -the  same  level 
who  appears  about  to  spring  into 
tile  void,  the  mysterious  character 
oudging.into  the  composition  from 
The  left,  blit  riot  quite  making  ft? 

-What  we  are  looking  at  isstfil,  in 
the  Thirties,  a  Symbol  istic  equiva¬ 
lent  of.  documentary  reality,  a  pic¬ 
ture' as.  haunting  as  Pirandello's 
Sea  la  (1934).  in  which  the  figure 
descending  the  ladder  seems  to  stop 
and  start,  change  direction  and 
come  apart  at  the  seams. 

nd  if  - it  is  suggested  that 
these  painters  of  the 
Scuola  Romans  do  not 
.really  count,  because  they 
did  not lead  anywhere  that  art  ought 
to  have  been  going,  there  is  at  feast 
'  ■  one  unexpected  answer. 

In  December  1933  Cavalti  and 
Capcgrossi,  the  two  painters  most 
lavishly  represented  at  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Academy;  had  a  joint  show  in 
Paris  at  the  Jacques  Bonjean  Gal¬ 
lery;  ft  was  m  the  introduction  to  the 
catalogue  that  .Waldemar  George 
: first-  propagated,  the  “Scuola 
Romaha"  label  And.  among  the 
Paris-based  artists  to  see  the  show 
and  be  profoundly  Influenced  by  it . 
was  none  other  than  Balthus.  Since, 

;  after  the  death  of  Bacon,  Balthus  is 
widely  regarded  as  the  greatest 
living  painter, -’.surely  anything 
which  shaped  his  style  cannot  help 
but  be  significant? 

‘  •  Twentieth  Centtnry  Italian  Art  front 
Symbolism  to  Scuola  Roraana  is  at  the  - 
European  Academy  Jar  the  Arts  and 
AccademiaJtaiiana,  8  Grosvenor  Place. 
SWI  (0J7J-23S  Q3Q3}.  until  Feb  16 


A  taste  of  Italy:  Gualfarda  by  Felice  Catena,  from  the  new  exhibition  at  the  European  Academy 


CIRCUS:  Jeremy  Kingston  on  the  stunning  Saltimbanco  at  the  Albert  Hall 

This  is  no  time  for  gravity 


“Cirque  du  Soldi  is 


The  evening  does  start  off 
with  downs  and,  al¬ 
though  the  space  they 
are  in  is  larger  titan  any 
traditional  big  top,  they  be¬ 
have  as  clowns  usually  da 
larking  with  the  audience  and 
conversing  in  squeaks  and 
twitters.  But  this  is  just  warm¬ 
up  stuff,  filling  time  until  the 
latecomers  are  in  place,  after 
which  the  show  takes  off,  and 
becomes  as  extraordinary  as 
the  hype  says  it  is  going  to  be. 
This  is  not  the  least  of  the 


marvels  of  the  Cirque  du 
Soleil.  the  Montreal-based 
that  currently  has  four 
if  shows  playing  on 
three  continents,  dazzling  au¬ 
diences  on  each  of  them  with 
—  well,  one  has  to  use  the 
inevitable  cliche  —  skills  that 
defy  gravity  and  daring  that 
defies  all  the  pettifogging  cau¬ 
tion  that  most  of  us  employ  to 
stay  safely  and  quietly  on  the 
earth. 

The  Chinese  poles,  for  in¬ 
stance  four  vertical  masts 


muscles,  joints  or  sinews  like 
tiie  rest  of  the  human  race.  In 
the  Trio  Adagio,  Elena 
Gromova  is  able  to  stand  on 
the  palm  of  the  outstretched 
hand  of  Leonid  Beljakov.  who 
can  bend  his  nine-year-old  son 
Anton  into  an  oval  and  slip 


C  They  don’t 
have  joints  or 
sinews  like 


..  . >  s-o  •  vV.  .:•••  V  •  "  • 

which  12  acrobats  scramble, 
turn  and  hurtle,  face  down- 

the  rest  of  the 
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ward,  stopping  with  the  tip  of 
the  nose  an  inch  from  the 
ground  and  a  millisecond  the 

human  race  5 
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Not  only  are  such  feats  amaz¬ 
ing,  but  the  performers  look  so 
astoundingly  elegant  while  do¬ 
ing  them,  dressed  in  randomly 
striped  body  stockings. 

Circus  people  dont  have 
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him  down  over  her  body.  My 
eyes  are  witness  to  the  sighi  of 
either  Marco  or  Paulo  Lorador 
balancing  upside  down  on  the 
other’s  upraised  foot.  Contor¬ 
tionists  bend  over  backwards 
and  scamper  improbably 
across  the  ground  like  two- 
legged  scorpions.  Up  on  the 
trapeze  bars  women  swing 
and  slide  across  each  other,  or 
one  topples  along  the  other's 
tody,  catching  hold  of  a  fool 
from  which  to  dangle  and 
spin. 

The  performing  area 
spreads  forward  like  a 
multicoloured  tongue  from  the, 
place  where  the  orchestra 
usually  sits,  but  the  perform¬ 
ing  volume  stars  high  above 
this  to  a  point  almost  halfway 


Richard  Morrison  is 
away.  His  column  wifi 
return  next  week 


to  the  roof.  The  daring  young 
women  and  men  swing  their 
Dying  trapezes  up  to  this  level 
before  leaping  across  the  gap 
between  them:  I  don't  want  to 
imagine  how  the  ground  must 
look  to  them  in  the  second 
before  they' do  this. 

Cirque  du  Soleil  is  New 
Circus:  no  animals,  no  Sousa 
marches;  quaint  costumes, 
quainter  head-dresses  sug¬ 
gesting  a  medieval  ancestry. 
But  elements  of  the  past  have 
joined  music  and  materials  of 
today.  Fifty  performers  line  up 
at  the  end  ro  take  their  bows, 
and  with  so  large  a  company 
something  is  always  happen¬ 
ing  somewhere  on  the  stage, 
enabling  one  section  to  flow 
easily  into  the  next. 

The  most  ravishing  display 
occurs  near  the  end.  when  four 
trapeze  artistes  use  bungee 
swings  to  plunge  in  unison 
towards  the  ground,  weave 
and  bob  between  each  other, 
accompanied  by  some  Gluck- 
like  aria  that  turns  the  scene 
into  the  sportive  play  of 
weightless  Olympians.  It  is 
magic.  Achieved  through 
years  of  training  and  a  life¬ 
preserving  knowledge  of  phys- 
ical  laws,  but  magic 
nonetheless. 
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«y  Charles  Dickens 
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'Briers  on  top  form",. 

Two  spellbound  hours 'T.  w; 
’Hurry  to  Hammersmith" 
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■  ON  MONDAY 

Why  British  films 
like  Secre/s  and 
Lies  are  giving 
the  Americans 
a  run  for 
their  money 


Stuck 

in 

traffic 


THE  Trinidadian  dramatist 
Derek  Walcott  has  suggested 
that  the  purpose  of  modem 
highways  is  10  ger  you  from  A 
ioB  quickly  enough  “to  give 
you  time  the  other  end  to 
wonder  why  you  went  so  fast". 
A  character  in  his  Beef.  No 
Chicken  is  saying  somewhat 
ihc  same  thing  when  lie 
defines  a  straight  line  as  “the 
must  boring  distance  between 
two  points".  Perhaps  lanes 
that  wind  over  narrow  bridges 
and  dawdle  past  uld  women 
arc  better  for  the  human  soul, 
no:  to  mention  what  Walcott 
calls  “the  spirits  of  the 
countryside”. 

Beef.  No  Chicken  is.  I 
suppose,  a  nostalgic  play,  bur 
since  it  was  written  20  years 
ago.  it  is  also  a  prescient  one. 
H  is  at  ils  best  when  it  mounts 
a  debate  about  progress  in  the 
form  of  a  mini-town  meeting 
in  which  Trinidadian  counter- 
pans  of  ibe  corrupt  officials  in 
Gogol's  Government  Inspec- 
tur  it y  to  bamboozle  a  balky 
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Beef,  No  Chicken 
Tricycle.  NW6 


fellow  citizen  into  sacrificing 
his  tacky  cafe-and-garage 
business  to  the  motorway 
deities.  Sadly.  Walcott  is  less 
effective  when  it  comes  to 
managing  his  chosen  form, 
which  is  farce. 

At  times  1  felt  that  Yvonne 
Brewster's  production  could 
be  sharper  and  dearer  and 
that  her  Talavva  Theatre  Com¬ 
pany  could  trim  some  of  the 
self-conscious  swagger  from 
their  acting.  Bui  Walcott  him¬ 
self  must  take  responsibility 
for  a  sense  of  sprawl,  discur¬ 
siveness  and  confusion  that 
does  more  for  atmosphere 
than  for  plot.  There  is  nothing 
less  friendly  to  laughter  than  a 
lot  of  people  trying  very  hard 
to  be  funny  when  you  dont 
quite  know  what’s  happening. 

Why  the  distracting  love 
interest?  Couldn't  the  dramat¬ 
ic  purpose  of  the  armed  rob¬ 
bers  and  the  TV  crew  who 
materialise  in  Otto's  caterie  be 
better  established?  Neverthe¬ 
less,  the  thrust  of  Walcott's 
satire  cannut  be  missed.  Trini¬ 
dad  is  not  the  only'  large! 
successfully  struck  in  the  mid¬ 
riff  when  Jim  Findley's  road 
tycoon  earnestly  argues  that 
bribery'  is  the  progressive  way 
of  gening  major  projects  off 
the  gruund  fand  the  bigger 
the  gift,  the  surer  the  economic 
health  of  the  city"),  or  Geff 
Francis's  bloated  Mayor 
yearns  in  run  a  "real  city", 
meaning  one  with  plenty  of 
crime  and  pollution. 

It  might  be  better  for  the 
farce  if  Shango  Baku's  glum, 
wary  Otto  spent  more  time 
disguised  as  the  ghastly  crone 
come  to  protect  tile  country¬ 
side,  and  better  for  the  play  if 
his  conversion  to  the  "progres¬ 
sive"  party  were  more  lucidly 
explained.  But  you  don’t  have 
to  go  to  Trinidad  to  cheer  the 
proposition  that  the  more 
mads  you  have  the  more  cars 
you  get.  and  the  more  cars  you 
get  the  more  roads  you  need, 
until  your  nation  is  nothing 
but  gridloeked  Tarmac. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 
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Opportunity 


crumbles 


Defunct  hospitals  and  barracks 
are  part  of  our  architectural 
heritage,  argues  Giles  Worsley 


It  has  taken  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  draw  public  ai- 
tention  to  the  crisis  faring 
Britain*  redundant  institu¬ 
tional  buildings.  The  estab- 
listunent  of  his  Phoenix  Trust, 
which  aims  to  find  new  uses 
for  some  of  the  scones  of 
threatened  former  barracks, 
hospitals  and  mental  asylums, 
is  the  only  national  response 
so  far  to  the  greatest  disposal 
of  public  buildings  since  the 
dissolution  of  the  monasteries 
m  the  1 6th  century.  As  was 
tragically  the  case  then,  demo¬ 
lition  looks  the  most  likely  fate 
for  most  of  these  buildings. 

Britain  used  to  be  proud  of 
its  institutional  buildings.  Sol¬ 
idly  built  at  the  height  of 
Victorian  and  Edwardian  self- 
confidence,  great  mental  asy¬ 
lums.  many  of  them  set  in 
hundreds  of  acres  of  beautiful¬ 
ly  landscaped  grounds,  can  be 
found  on  the  edge  of  every 
major  city  and  town.  The  relics 
of  Britain's  imperial  past  — 
barracks,  dockyards,  gunpow¬ 
der  works  —  are  scattered 
across  the  country,  some  on 
remote,  beautiful  sites,  others 
in  tiie  centres  of  historic  towns. 
Many  are  breathtaking  in 
scale  or  architectural  ambi¬ 
tion.  The  Royal  William  Vict¬ 
ualling  Yard  in  Plymouth  has 
more  in  common  with  a  great 
Oxford  or  Cambridge  college 
than  with  our  conventional 
image  of  a  dockyard. 

Care  in  the  community, 
defence  cutbacks  and  chang¬ 
ing  patterns  of  healthcare 
have  all  forced  a  major  shake¬ 
out  of  institutional  buildings. 
Of  121  former  mental  asylums 

in  England,  lor  ex- _ 

ample,  98  will  have 
closed  by  the  year 
2000.  With  the  right 
political  imagina¬ 
tion,  this  could  be 
seen  as  an  enor¬ 
mous  opportunity. 

Such  buildings  are 
ideally  suited  to  be 
turned  into  ready¬ 
made  communities, 
to  provide  homes  for 
fledgeling  institutions  in 


These 
robust 
buildings 
give  us 
a  sense 
of  place’ 


have  been  listed.  The  vast 
majority,  deemed  not  to  be  of 
architectural  importance  de¬ 
spite  their  solid  craftsman¬ 
ship.  were  left  unprotected. 
For  most  planning  authorities 
and  developers,  that  is  a  green 
light  for  demolition. 

The  greatest  failing  has 
been  the  inflexibility  of  the 
housebuilding  industry.  Solely 
interested  in  throwing  up  row 
upon  row  of  standardised 
houses,  it  has  failed  to  grasp 
the  concept  of  converting  for¬ 
mer  barracks  or  hospitals. 
This  lack  of  imagination  gen¬ 
erates  the  pressure  to  demol¬ 
ish  or,  where  listing  prevents 
that,  to  swamp  the  grounds 
with  new  housing. 

And  yet  where  developers 
have  had  the  chance  to  convert 
them,  these  robust  buildings 
have  proved  to  be  immensely 
adaptable.  They  also  provide 
that  indefinable  but  essential 
quality  which  we  seem  incapa¬ 
ble  of  creating  today:  a  sense  of 
place.  Barracks  and  hospitals 
form  attractive  housing  — -  as 
the  success  of  the  former 
Peninsula  Barracks  in  Win¬ 
chester  and  the  creation  of 
Moorhaven  Village  in  Devon 
from  the  former  Plymouth 
Borough  Asylum  have  shown. 

In  Scotland,  the  former 
Crichton  Asylum  is  to  become 
an  extra  campus  of  Glasgow 
University.  In  Lancaster,  the 
Royal  Albert  Asylum  is  to 
become  a  boarding  school  for 
Muslim  g iris.  The  astonishing 
success  of  Sir  Ernest  Hall  at 
Dean  Gough  Mills  in  Halifax 
has  shown  how  large  redun¬ 
dant  buildings  can  be  the 
_  seedbed  for  dynam¬ 
ic  economic  activity. 

The  history  of 
conservation  since 
the  last  war  has 
shown  that  the  re¬ 
use  of  historic  build¬ 
ings  is  an  effective 
way  to  generate  eco¬ 
nomic  prosperity. 
The  launch  of  the 
Phoenix  Trust  is  a 


search  of  a  home  or  as  sites  to 
generate  new  economic  oppor¬ 
tunities.  Instead  they  are  per¬ 
ceived  as  a  problem  to  be 
solved  in  the  crudest  possible 
manner  —  neglect,  demolition 
and  replacement  by  soulless 
housing  or  industrial  units. 

The  failure  is  felt  at  eveiy 
level,  from  the  Government 
through  to  the  housebuilding 
industry.  Despite  the  Prime 
Minister's  publicly  declared 
sympathy  for  historic  build¬ 
ings,  his  ministers  remain 
strangely  silent  The  Ministry 
of  Defence  under  Michael 
Portillo  has  been  burnt  by  the 
outcry  over  its  inept  handling 
of  the  sale  of  the  Royal  Naval 
College  in  Greenwich.  The 
Department  of  Health  —  al¬ 
ways  obstructive  in  finding 
new  uses  for  redundant  hospi¬ 
tals  and  mental  asylums  — 
has  not  changed  under  Ste¬ 
phen  Darrell,  whose  lack  of 
interest  in  such  issues  was 
only  too  dear  during  his  silent 
tenure  of  the  Department  of 
National  Heritage.  As  for  the 
DNH,  the  supposed  guardian 
of  historic  buildings,  it  is 
hardly  surprising  that  it  has 
failed  to  speak  out  when  its 
Secretary  of  State.  Virginia 
Battomley.  was  responsible  for 
many  of  the  closures  during 
her  time  at  the  Health 
Department 

Nor  has  English  Heritage 
stepped  into  the  breach.  Far 
from  raising  the  alarm,  its 
responses  have  been  to  cast  an 
academic  eye  over  the  history 
of  barracks  and  hospitals. 
Those  which  shed  light  on  this 


major  step  forward,  but  the 
danger  is  that  the  Government 
and  English  Heritage,  having 
nodded  approval  to  the  trust, 
will  sit  bade,  their  consciences 
assuaged.  But  the  trust  can  be 
no  more  than  a  catalyst  It 
could  only  take  on  a  handful  of 
sites  at  a  time.  That  leaves 
hundreds  more  at  risk. 

A  few  simple  steps  would  go 
some  way  to  solving  the  prob¬ 
lem.  As  listing  is  clearfy  not 
enough  to  protect  sites  on  this 
scale:  a  national  programme 
of  conservation  area  creation 
is  clearly  necessary.  Better 
publicity  for  successful 
schemes  would  prevent  local 
authorities  trying  to  reinvent 
the  wheel  every  time  a  mental 
asylum  was  made  redundant. 


B 


ut  ultimately  the  prob¬ 
lem  is  the  lack  of  polit¬ 
ical  will.  Demolition  is 
the  lazy  solution.  In  ten  years' 
time,  when  these  buildings  are 
just  a  memory,  the  problem 
will  have  been  solved  but  the 
cost  will  have  been  enormous 
—  the  cost  to  our  national 
heritage  and  the  cost  of  lost 
opportunities.  In  the  1950s. 
country  houses  were  being 
demolished  every  week 
because  no  one  had  tire  imagi¬ 
nation  to  re-use  them.  Today 
demolition  of  country  houses 
is  almost  unheard  of. 

We  need  a  similar  change  in 
attitude  towards  our  former 
institutional  buildings.  Until 
that  happens,  the  Phoenix 
Trust  can  only  be  a  sticking 
plaster  on  an  open  wound. 


The  author  is  the  Editor  of 
Perspectives  on  Architecture 


Britain  has  failed  to  become  a  nation  of  shareholders,  says  Peter  Riddell.  But  a  nation  of  savers?  ,y>  ^ 


Popular  capitalism  should  be  a 
central  theme  of  the  Tory 
campaign  —  a  vole-winning 
initiative  which  unites  die  party.  But 
it  has  hardly  been  mentioned  so  far, 
and  did  not  feature  at  all  in  the 
Budget.  Tory  strategists  and  thinkers 
recognise  the  need  to  reinvent  the 
policy  but  are  unsure  how  to  do  so. 

The  19SOs  version  was  one  of  the 
most  evocative  and  successful  initia¬ 
tives  of  the  high  Thatcherite  period.  A 
marriage  of  privatisation  and  wider 
share  ownership,  it  symbolised  the 
post-1979  shift  of  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  power  —  for  once  a  slogan 
with  substance,  with  a  direct  payoff 
for  millions  of  people.  But  popular 
capitalism  encompasses  a  number  of 
separate  objectives,  on  promoting 
privatisation,  personal  savings  and 
enterprise,  which  have  proved  to  be 
distinct  and  in  part  incompatible. 

The  idea  of  a  property-owning 
democracy  was  first  floated  by  An¬ 
thony  Eden  in  1948,  but  he  thought  of 
it  mainly  as  a  form  of  industrial 
partnership.  Wider  share  ownership 
later  became  a  favourite  Tory  incan¬ 
tation.  but  it  only  really  took  off  when 
the  Treasury  considered  how  to  sell 
off  British  Telecom  in  1984.  In  face  of 
the  initial  scepticism  of  Gty  advisers. 
Nigel  Lawson  decided  on  a  mass 
marketing.  This  was  a  resounding 
success,  partly  thanks  to  the  big 
underpricing  of  the  shares,  and  was 
the  model  for  subsequent  sales  of  the 
other  utilities.  This  resulted  in  a  near 
trebling  in  the  number  of  individual 
shareholders  to  more  than  11  million, 
a  peak  of  22  per  cent  of  adults  by  1990. 


If  you  see  Sid,  tell 

•  #  . 


him  to  start  saving 


The  Tories  proclaimed  this  in  almost 
moral  terms  —  spreading  the  virtues 
of  ownership  and  thrift,  and  the  risks 
and  rewards  of  investment.  It  was 
also  intended  to  entrench  opposition 
to  renationalisation.  Labour  only 
adjusted  slowly  and  the  Tories 
skilfully  exploited  the  opportunities, 
writing  in  the  1987  election  to  share¬ 
holders  in  the  utilities  to  give  warn¬ 
ing  about  the  threat  from  Labour 
plans.  A  similar  campaign  is  planned 
against  Labour*  proposed  windfall 
tax  on  the  utilities.  Buyers  of  privati¬ 
sation  shares  have  anyway  been 
disproportionately  Tory,  but  research 
in  die  British  Election  Study  has 
shown  that  popular  capitalism,  both 
the  sale  of  council  houses  and 
privatisation,  did  make  people  signif¬ 
icantly  less  likely  to  vote  Labour  and 
attracted  some  people  to  the  Tories. 

Many  people  were  attracted  by  the 
hope,  usually  fulfilled,  of  a  quick 
profit  They  wanted  a  short-term 
punt  rather  than  a  long-term  invest¬ 
ment  Despite  further  notations,  the 
number  of  shareholders  has  declined 
during  the  1990s  to  about  9.5  million, 
although  this  should  be  boosted  by 


building  society  conversions.  But  half 
of  these  shareholders  have  only  one 
share  and  only  a  sixth,  have  four  or 
more.  The  value  of  holdings  remains 
tiny  by  comparison  with  people’s 
equity  in  their  homes,  their  pension 
rights  and  savings  in  banks  and 
building  societies. 

In  retrospect  the  privatisation 
flotations  were  one-offs,  important  in 
changing  attitudes  but  not  a  suitable 
long-term  way  to  broaden  capital 
ownership.  The  volatile  performance 
of  utility  shares,  including  last  year* 
offer  of  British  Energy,  suggest  they 
are  not  suitable  for  small  investors. 


The  same  is  likely  to  be  true  of 
future  planned  privatisations. 
Instead  of  being  safe  and 
predictable,  the  utilities  are  subjeet  to 
the  desire  of  regulators  to  increase 
competition  and  reduce  monopoly 
profits,  as  British  Gas  shareholders 
have  learnt  to  their  cost.  That  is  not 
what  small  investors  of  the  type 
attracted  by  the  Tell  Sid**  campaign 
ted  when  British  Gas  was  sold 


expecte 
off  a  cfa 


'  a  decade  ago.  There  is  an  inbuilt 
contradiction  between  the  risk-taking 


inherent  in  individual  shareholding 
and  most  people’s  desire  to  minirzuse 
such  risks.  This  was  identified  by  the 
Committee  on  Private  Share  Owner¬ 
ship  as  one  of  the  main  obstacles  to 
stock  market  investments. 

Privatisation,  whatever  its  merits 
for  die  firms  concerned,  is  not  the 
best  way  to  promote  enterprise  ami 
capitalist  attitudes  among  die  public 

as  a  whole.  Entrepreneurs  will  not  be 
created  by  the  offer  of  a  few  shares. 
More  important  are  specific  tax  and 
other  incentives  to  encourage  busi¬ 
ness  formation.  Some  Tory  policy- 
makers  are  considering  whether 
more  needs  to  be  done  to  encourage 
people  to  provide  services  to  tte 
private  sector—  far  instance,  teachers 
and  parents  getting  together  to  set  up 
British  versions  of  the  American 
charter  schools,  or  to  offer  particular 
courses.  This  would  be  akin,  to  the 
financial  independence  of  general 
practitioners,  especially  fundholders; 

Instead  of  the  confusing  slogan  of 
.Popular  Capitalism,  what  is  really 
needed  is  a  policy  for  Popular 
Savings.  As  lobbying  groups  such  as 
ProShare  have  argued,  there  is  a 


strong  case  for  encouraging  people  to 
tmld  up  equity-based  investments  as 
well  as  fixed-interest  bank  and.  build¬ 
ing  society  holdings.  Apart  from  the 
growing  number  of  emplcyee  share¬ 
holders,  this  may  be  better  achieved 
by  collective  means  such  as  unit  and 
investment  trusts  which  spread  risk. 
This  is  shown  by  the  success  of 
personal  equity  plans  (Peps),  tax-free 
on  income  and  withdrawals,  which 
have  risen  to  more  than  £28  billion 
since  their  launch  in  I9S6.  A  snag  is 
that  such  measures  can  result  in  a 
switching  around  of  savings  rather 
than  an  increase  in  the  totaL  A  better 
answer  might  be  a  more  comprehen¬ 
sive  reform  to  treat  pensions.  Peps 
and  similar  savings  schemes  alike  via 
a  general  overall  tax  relief.  That* 
could  be  tied  in  with  giving  people  a 
more  direct  interest  in,  and  control 
over,  their  pensions. 

An  increase  in  savings  by  peoplem " 
their  thirties  and  forties,  if  not 
younger,  is  desirable  in  view  <rf  the 
pressures  on  welfare  spending.  If  the 
taxpayer  is  unable,  and  unwilling,  to 
finance  the  standard  of  services. and  ; 
long-term  care  for  the  elderly  that 
people  want,  then  they  will  have  to 
save  while  they  are  still-  earning. . 
Under  any  likely  government,  great¬ 
er  pej*anal  provision  will  be  needed 
to  provide  an  adequate  income  in 
retirement 

There  is  big  scope  here  for  the 
Conservatives  to  develop  a  broader 
Popular  Savings  initiative  which 
might  be  both,  electoralty  popular 
and  economically  right  in  foe  farng 
term  —  a  rare  double: 
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No  plug,  no  wires,  no 
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Let  us  assume  the  wizards  had 
their  way.  in  every  corner  of 
every  home,  office  and  school 
glows  a  lighted  screen.  Ooz¬ 
ing  from  the  Internet  is  all  that 
mankind  could  desire.  Each  house¬ 
wife  is  plugged  into  the  Library  of 
Congress.  Each  five-year-old  can 
summon  Relativity  Theory  at  the 
squeak  of  a  mouse.  Electronics 
shares  reach  record  levels. 

Into  the  denim-walled  offices  of 
Internet  mogul  Bill  Gates  walks  a  Mr 
Caxton.  He  has  contrived  a  method  of 
putting  this  material  into  portable 
form.  His  invention  needs  no  lighted 
screen.  It  enables  written  words  to  be 
read  with  the  naked  eye.  and  even 
fashioned  into  compact  volumes  to  fit 
into  a  handbag.  They  are  immune  to 
viruses  and  do  not  crash  jet  planes. 
Mr  Carton's  contraption  requires  no 
costly  electronic  hardware,  no  batter¬ 
ies,  rabies  or  wall  plugs.  Third  World 
countries  can  use  it  Mr  Gates  sees 
the  threat  instantly  and  shows  Mr 
Carton  the  door. 

Had  the  book  crane  after,  not 
before,  the  screen.  I  lay  money  the 
pundits  would  have  declared  the 
Internet  a  passing  and  costly  fad.  Out 
would  go  the  dirty,  eye-tiring  screens 
with  their  plugs  and  wires  and 
inconvenient  sockets.  In  their  place 
would  be  books,  objects  of  beauty 
customised  to  the  needs  of  the  mobile 
leisure  classes.  Governments  would 
subsidise  school  libraries  and  set  up 
bookshops  on  every  street  corner. 
Teachers  would  be  retrained  to  read. 
Tony  Blair  and  Michael  Heseltine 
would  launch  “Book  2000"  initiatives 
and  donate  millennia]  millions. 
Books,  being  cheap,  would  liberate 
the  poor  and  be  the  salvation  of 
culture.  Caxton  would  move  to 
Malibu,  wear  sneakers  and  top  the 
Fortune  500. 

Last  week  a  Policy  Studies  Report 
am  firmed  what  I  long  suspected. 
Beside  every  terminal  lurks  a  furtive 
reader.  The  popularity  of  books  has 
risen  stead  fly  over  the  first  decade  of 
the  “information  revolution",  a  revo¬ 
lution  that  was  predicted  to  herald 
their  demise.  Book  sales  are  up  since 
1989.  as  is  real-terms  spending  on 
books,  the  latter  by  an  extraordinary 
45  per  cent.  The  number  of  titles  has 
almost  doubled  since  1987.  giving  the 
lie  to  the  publishers*  lament  that  too 
many  books  are  published.  The 
percentage  of  tire  population  buying 
16  or  more  books  in  a  year  has  risen 
from  28  per  cent  to  30  per  cent  The 
public  loves  books  and  has  thumbed 
its  nose  at  the  much-hyped  revolution 
—  or  at  least  regards  it  as  having 
nothing  to  do  with  books. 

Thai  revolution  has  already  seen 
three  of  its  most  over-promoted 
innovations  degenerate  into  small 
niches  (Ceefax/Prestd.  touch-screen, 
CD- Rom).  Books-orescreen  has  died 


In  five  centuries,  science  has  failed  to  produce  anything 
more  useful  than  the  printed  book — including  the  Internet 
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drive,  need  to  learn  competing 
alongside  many  other  skills.  But  foal 
is  not  what  the  Treasury  will  shortly 
be  subsidising.  '  . 

All  this  wfll  soon  shake  dawn. 
What  Is  absurd  is  for  screen  commu¬ 
nication  to  require  for  its  self-esteem 
the  ridiculing  of  books.  Highly  paid 
seminar  addicts  such  as  MTPs 
Nicholas  Negroponte  deride  the  book 
for  haying  to  be  taken  down  from  a 
shelf  and  "accessed",  one  person  at  a 
time.  Geoffrey  Nunberg  declares  in 
the  Berkeley  book  (sic)  that  most 
books  as  “bound,  printed  volumes 
will  likely  disappear  soon”.  The 
deconstructionists  proclaim  that  the 
“dosed"  book  is  dead.  Hie  advent  of 
digital  hypertext  will  liberate  the 
reader  from  “foe  tyranny  of  the 
writer".  I  suppose  smashing  pictures 
on  foe  flow  liberates  viewers  from  foe 
tyranny  of  artists.  It  is  foe  freedom  of 
foe  brain-dead. "  -  - 

Thoreau  famously  warned  against 
inventions  .  as  ..merely  “unproved 
means  to  an  unimproved:  end”.  I 
aa^  fhait  foe' goal  of  the  written 
won!  is  in  part:  the  cfisseminatirai  of ; 
ihformatioru  Tbe.  Internet  is  an  aid  tp 
this.  Even  here  tdo  not  believeitwill 
seriously  challenge  the  printed  refer¬ 
ence  bdok:  With  both  Internet  and 
books  ' at  my  disposal  I  make  vastly 
more  use  of  the  latter.  They  .are.  as  • 
Garten  showed,  simply  more  conye-- 
nientthan  something  plugged  Into  a  . 
wall  and requiring  constant  erieigy. 


v  - 

V*Sf  • 


$ 


ill  i  i  \ 


;  -  i  ^ 


u 


•-  .'t  • 


Anthony  Woodvifle  and  his  printer,  William  Carton,  present  their  book,  published  in  1477,  to  King  Edward  IV 


almost  at  birth.  Now  comes  the 
Internet  The  zest  of  computer  firms 
to  get  parents  and  children  hooked 
has  sent  them  pleading  to  politicians 
for  help.  Needless  to  say,  politicians 
will  oblige.  The  Labour  Party's  David 
Blunken  is  today  promising  a  £150 
million  subsidy  to  install  the  Internet 
in  schools  as  part  of  a  British  Telecom 
promotion.  Last  October  Michael 
Heseltine  made  a  similar  pledge  for 
the  Tories.  Neither  made  any  men¬ 
tion  of  helping  schools  to  buy  more 
books. 

A  civilisation  declares  itself  by  its 
books.  A  house  without  books  is  a 
shelter  but  not  a  home.  Children  who 
do  not  read  novels  may  be  trained  tot 
not  educated.  “Computer  literacy^  is 
an  essential  tool  for  living,  like  being 
able  to  handle  money,  law  and 
personal  relationships.  It  has  nothing 
to  do  with  literacy.  Screens  aid 
information  retrieval  and  offer  harm¬ 
less  fun.  But  to  substitute  computers 
far .  schoolbooks  is  a  travesty.  To 


suppose  that  cybemauts  from  the 
World  Wide  Web  are  about  to  zap  the 
writers  and  readers  of  books  as  co¬ 
sponsors  of  Western  culture  (as  did 
the  University  of  California’s  survey 
The  Future  of  the  Book)  is  ludicrous. 

So  great  is  the  commercial  hyper- 


Jenkins 


bole  surrounding  the  Internet  that 
common  sense  is  obliterated  by 
dazzle.  It  has  proved  a  boon  for 
pomographers  and  lawyers  and  for 
the  sort  of  upmarket  pen  pals  who 
used  to  rave  about  Citizens’  Band 
radio.  For  companies  and  interest 


groups,  the  “intranet"  is  a  more 
efficient  version  of  foe  fax.  E-mail  has 
done  wonders  for  foe  ancient  art  of 
letter-writing.  I  can  see  that  being 
able  to  download  the  entire  British 
Library  on  to  one's  kitchen  table,  or 
cruise  the  Louvre  from  one’s  arm¬ 
chair,  is  in  theory  exhilarating.  But 
like  Heath  Robinson’s  suggestions 
for  winning  the  Great  War,  -foe 
concept  is  unlikely  to  have  wide¬ 
spread  application. 

The  Internet  is  one  more  electronic 
craze  that  market  forces  wfll  sooner 
or  later  put  in  its  proper  context;  Far 
die  time  being,  its  fanatical  propo¬ 
nents  need  the  sympathy  and  toler¬ 
ance  once  extended  to  Esperantists 
and  radio  .hams.  In  foe  history  of 
science,  I  would  place  the  Internet 
well  behind  the  wad  processor,  ihe 
telephone  and  foe  lightbulb.  It  Is 
popular  because  it  is  still  heavily 
subsidised  by  the  computer  industry, 
and  soon  by  tto  Government.  Child¬ 
ren,  victims  of  the  present  marketing 


|he  surprise  star  of  the  PST 
survey  was  books  of  the 
imagination.  BIctirai  is'stifl 
the  biggestcategory  of books 
bought  Novels  have  not-  .been i  ‘ft: 
placed  fey  computer  games  orvkteo 
nasties'.  The  latest  Archer,  Francis  or . 
Grisham  raaynotrankwith'  MiltonX 
“precious  lifeblood  of  a  master  spir-: 
it”.  But  the  vitality  of  literary  publish¬ 
ing,  poetry,  plays  and  novels,  defies 
the  Jeremiahs  of  foe  publishing 
industry..  - 

The  bode  is  foe  seminal  invention 
of  modern  dvflisstxari.  The  histqryof 
communication  since  Gutenberg  and 
Caxton  testifies  to  ils  appeal  What 
arrived  on  foe  cultural  landscape 
back .  in'  the  15th  centuiy'  has  .re¬ 
mained  unchallenged,  certainty,  Jby 
anything  that  electronics  can  offer.To 
move  a  mountain,  you  must  write  a; 
bock.  To  found  a  reUgronor  launch  a 
political  party,  you  must  write  '  a- 
book.  Attack  an  enemy,  support  a 
friend,  tell  a  stray,  justify  a  career, 
you  must  write  a  took.  Even  if  you 
wish  to  sneer  at  books,  you  must 
write  a  book. 

The  Internet  will  strut  air  hour 
upon  the  stage,  and  then  take  its 
place  in  the  ranks  of  lesser  media.  It 
needs  no  subsidy.  If  we  want-' to 
splash  public  money  on  culture, 

splash  ft  on  boertes.  •  •  "  v‘ * 
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Eve  dawns 


i  absence  of  two  years 
lalism.  Eve  Pollard,  the 
itor  of  the  Sunday  Ex- 
bounced  back  into  the 
world  of  tabloid 


la 

s  weekend,  she  will  be 
ate  Marje  Proops's  slot 
aunt  of  the  Sunday 


pollard:  hears  your  pain 


Mirror ,  a  paper  she  once  edited. 

Her  contributions  are  to  come  in 
a  page  headlined  Dear  Eve,  in 
which  she  “shoots  from  the  hip" 
according  to  Amanda  PlateH,  the 
Group  Managing  Editor  of  Mirror 
Group  Newspapers.  Eve  will  also 
offer  advice  in  a  section  headed  In 
Bed  With  Eve.  “ft  is  simply  a  tip  of 
foe  week  to  help  improve  a  couple's 
sex  life,"  explains  Ptatell. 

An  early  copy  of  Eve's  sex  tip  for 
tomorrow's  paper  has  fallen  my 
way.  “Winter  is  here  but  you  must 
resist  the  temptation  to  wear  your 
rocks  in  bed.  since  your  man  will 
not  like  it"  she  advises  her  readers. 
“If  you  must  wear  a  nightdress, 
make  sure  it  is  see-through.  If  you 
still  feel  chilly,  go  to  bed  in  your  fur 
coat*  Sunday  Mirror  readers  art 
long  on  for  coats. 

1  understand  that  she  also  sub¬ 
mitted  a  comprehensive  reply  to 
the  newspaper  in  answer  ro  a 
woman  who  complained  that  her 
husband  beat  her  up:  “Dear  Di¬ 
ana."  it  read.  “Wifebeating  is  a 
common  problem.  It  is  estimated 
that  XXXXX  women  are  beaten  up 


drifted  across  the  pond  exactly  the 
wry  a  bonding  ball  wouIdnT;  “He 
was  as  tall  as  a  a  six-foot  three-inch 
tree And  one  l  don't  think  is  so 
bad:  “ The  hailstones  leaped  from 
the  pavement ,  just  like  maggots 
when  you  fry  them  in  hot  grease." 


name  up.  Like  refried  beans  in  a 
pan,  it  stuck. 


White  lie 


Last  orders 


eveiy  year.  Of  these.  XXX  end  up  in 
hostels  and  XXXX  have  the  courage 
to  take  their  complaints  to  the 
police.  XXXX  children  find  them¬ 
selves  in  broken  homes  and  XXXX 
men  finally  go  to  prison.  You  must 
not  feel  helpless.  There  are  a 
number  of  agencies  who  can  help 
you  including  XXX  and  XXXX." 

Attached  was  a  note,  asking 
researchers  to  fill  in  the  gaps.  “That 
must  have  been  an  early  draft  of 
my  ideas  for  a  reply."  she  ex¬ 
plained.  “But  unfortunately  we 
could  not  collate  the  statistics. 
They’re  very  hard  to  come  by." 


•  From  The  Washington  Post  come 
entries  for  The  Worst  Analogies 
Ever  Written  in  a  High  School 
Essay  contest:  The  little  boat 


THERE  is  a  dry  taste  in  mouths 
around  El  Paso  these  days  —  and 
for  once  it  is  not  the  fault  of  Francis¬ 
co  Morales,  known  around  south¬ 
west  Texas  as  Pancho.  On 
Thursday.  Morales,  the  inventor  of 
foe  Margarita,  was  buried,  having 
died  of  a  stroke  aged  78. 

According  to  cocktail  lore,  a 
young  Morales  was  idling  behind 
Tommy’s  Bar  in  Ciudad  Juarez. 
Mexico,  on  a  lizard-parching  July 
4.  1942.  when  a  woman  came  in 
and  asked  for  a  cocktail  he  had  nev¬ 
er  heard  of.  Reluctant  to  lose  face  in 
from  of  the  dame,  he  derided  to 
bluff.  He  threw  together  some  te¬ 
quila.  cointreau  and  lime  juice, 
then  grazed  foe  rim  of  foe  glass 
with  salt. 

“like  it,  kid,"  said  the  customer, 
eyes  hooded,  cigarette  twitching 
bum  the  tequila's  kick.  "Whaddya 
call  it?"  Bluffing  again,  he  made  a 


FESTERING  at  the  heart  of  Tara 
Palmer-Tomkinson’s  siding  holi¬ 
day  in  Masters  is  a  terrible  deoeit. 
Worse,  for  this  schussing  clothes- 
horse,  It  involves  fashion.  While  on 
foe  slopes  for  her  not-so-low-pro- 


— w- — *>» 


He.  get-away-from-rt-all  holiday, 
TP-T.  essayist  and  one-time  A-tevd. 
student,  has  been  wearing  *  and 
trumpeting  the  fancy  dofoes  of 
Sam  de  Teran,  a  London-based  de-. 
signer.  Bor  her  troubles,  she  says 
she  receives  nothing  but  the  occa¬ 
sional  free  outfit.  But  about  this  ex- 
otically  named  de  Teran: 
contemporaries  at  Cambridge  re¬ 
member  her  as  plain  Sam  Angus. 
Later  she  married,  becoming  Sam 
GodsaL  As  she  grew  in.  the  jag 
trade,  however,  it  seemed  time  to 
exploit  her  mother’s  more  chic 
maiden  name.  Her  glamouipuss 
dient  would  quite understand, . ' 


A  la  carte 


“I  thought  your  resolution 
was  actually  to  hit  the  balT 


AS  CHANCELLOR  of  Oxford 
University,  .Lord  Jenkins  of 
Hflffiead  has  learnt  fort  change  at 
the  Varsity  is  an  incremental  pro¬ 
cess.  In  a  recent  speech,  he  laid 
down  his  plans  for  an  expanded 
Chancellors  role;  “Do  l  think  tharl 
ought  tp  be  involved  more  in  the 
university’s  derision-malting  or.  as 
some  would  daim,  lade  of  decision¬ 
making?  L  think  that  my  answer  to 
this  is  ’up  to  apoinr,  but  only  up  to 
a  fairly  limited  point" 

Q  early,  Loverboy  Jenkins  —  foe 


Jenkins:  not  so  fast 


rewdation  last  year  that  he  had  an  ' 
affair  with  Jackie  Kennedy’s  sister 
Lee  Radriwfli  has  changed  his  im¬ 
age  forever  —  has  lost  some  of  that, 
grand  political  ambition- 
“I  think  I  might  have  a  little  more, 
say  in  foe  arrangement  of  Encaenia 
and  other  such  occasions,"  he  says. 
"Even  the  most  constitutional  of 
sovereigns  are  allowed  to  choose 
foe  menus  for  state  banquets." 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I  Ptnnmgton  Street.  London  El  9XN  Telephone  OI71-7S2  5000 


Families  need  fathers,  not  big^govexiiment 


vali 


I 


If  tore  is  one  pastWmorecontf^^ 
fee  -ejeditweering  politician  than  heinc 
wrappC  m  the  flag  it  is  to  nestle  hfte 
oosom  of  the  family.  The  Pome  Minister 

to  mak&  homeland  and 
hearth  his  battleground  for  foe  election.  In 
the  preface  to  a  collection  of  speeches.  Our 
**“  •  Majoraffirmshis 


fainfly  and  our  n^ic^jostihitions  as  foe 
foundations  of  a  free;  caring,  deamtr  and 
democratic society'”'.  >■  ... 

..The  family,  however,  has  shown  a  ■wise 
reluctance  in  .foe  past  to  be  cooscrfrifed  by 
any  political  party. ;  It  is  hot  enbugh  for  a 
potitidan  to  proclaiin  his  support -for  foe 
institution  and  expect  its  members’  lati¬ 
tude.  Just  as  the  Conservative  daimtobe  foe 

v  party  of  the  nation  can  be  tested  by  action?  in 
Belfast  fold  Brussels,  soTbzy  pretenskms  ter 
be  foe  party  of  the  family  must  be  , measured 
fg  against  actual  policy:  ’■ . 

The  Prime  Minister, anxious  oily  to  show 
a  glimpse  of  the  stocldng-fuU  of  goodies  his 
manifesto  will  bring,  did  not  reveal  much  of 
substance  yesterday.  Instead,  he  asked 
voters  “to  look  behind  the  policies  to 
_  understand  the  convictions  which  make  that 
party  tick,"."  The  Conservatives,  sensitive  to 
Labour's  initiative  in  considering  curfews 
and  promoting -a  debate  ot  parenting, 
that  foe  electorate  will  regard  new  labour's 
embrace  of  family  values  as  shallow 
infatuation.  Butto  offset' extocism.  foe  Prime 
Minister  must  demonstrate  a  real  difference. 

There  is  catainly  merit  in  quegtionirig 
whether  direct  state  intervention  in  family 
life  will  strengthen  it  any  more  than  it 
helped  shipbufafing  or :  stmL  As  Ferdinand 
Mount  has  argued,, the  family  is  a  “subver¬ 
sive  organisation*,  arfbcusibr  toyaltyWhich 
has  stnbbomhr  resisted  foe  embrace  of 
Leviathan  and  outlived  foe  many  ideologies 
which  hare  attempted  to  appropriate  ’ it  To 
believe  that  foe  druldnundar  in  Whitehall 


% 


:  knows,  bestis  to  misunderstand  foe  family 
and  xndb  -the  ji»ersts}fent  socialist  error  of 

trying  to  regulate  tiva.  society.  In  his 
SHspraon  of  foe  “faceless  State”,  foe  Prime 
Ministers  instincts are-in accord  with  Teal 
fam3y  values  which  are  less  to  do  with  fixed 
'  bedtimes  and  nfore  a;  matter  of  cherishing 
voluntary  aSeriiogiand natural  authority. 

^lr  , Major  may  recognise  that  there  te  a 
Krnit  tD  what  for  State  can  do  to  help  the 
family  hot-  foat  does  not  absolve  his 
administration  of  responsibility  far  policies 
which  have  actively  harmed  it  The  most 
signal  area  of  failure  has  been  taxation.  The 
Treasury  prejudice  in  favour  erf  a  “neutral” 
tax zeghne  Which  seeks  to  treat  diildren.  like 
company  cars,  as  unworthy  of  special 
treatment  has,  in  practice,  discriminated 
against  families.  Virtually  all  single  people 
haveseqi  their  tax  burden  decline  under  foe 
...  Conservatives  while  for  the  poorest  families, 
those-  cm  an  income  half  the  national 
average,  the.  tax  burden  has  risen  from  2 A 
per  cent  to  10  per  cent 
Loving  parents  do  not  pause  before 
amceivkrg  to  study  tax  regimes,  but  the 
strurture  erf  rates,  benefits  and  allowances 
does  influence  behaviour  and  attitudes  over 
forte.  The  skewing  of  foe  tax  and  benefits 
system  to  subsidise  foe  raising  of  children 
without  fathers  and  penalise  traditional 
.  family  structures  has  seen  a  culture  of 
irrespoEnsibality  develop  among  young  men. 
The  Labour  sociologist  Norman  Dennis  has 
•  identified  foe  rewfo  agamst  re^ectability  as 
a  prime  canse  of  rising  crime  and  social 
.  fracture.  Far  frpmntokaig  an  unfair  daim 
on  single  people,  a  tax  system  which 
■  supports the  family  provides  foe  best 
guarantee  of  a  more  stable  society  for  all.  It 
.  -  would  be,  in.  the  proper  sense,  a  system  of 
national  insurance.  Reforming  the  welfare 
state  m  a  manner  which  nurtures  virtue 
should  be  foe  chaBenge  for  any  party  which 
;  clakas  to  value  foe  family. 

CiV':  •  V-  •  . 


HEAVY  HAND 
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TTieparanoki styfejn  Singapore  politics 


Goh  Chok  Tong,  Singapore's  Raise, Min- :  imfependeyice,  was  never  m  any  danger  of 
ister,  has  cafled  -  foe;  grusfniig  '  genera*  ^  losing,  since  foe  Opposition  pot  up  can- 

t#  >  ydidstes  infesvex  than  half  the  constituencies. 

resentment  of  foe  nanny  state  apd 


election  victory  of  Sis  '; 


spats  to 


two  seats  m  parifame^t 
islands  two;  m6stllps.. ...  ,  . 

leaders,  Joshua 

Party  and  Ghee  Soon  Jaw  ~ 

Democratic  Party:  ..One 


_  :over  foe,  Governments  rooriop- 
i«dP  '^ewer;-J^'inci^sedr  espfccraDy 
gg  foe.ypunger  gsneratian,  there  is  no 
Spread  pohticalrevolt  Singapore  is 

_ _  w _  ^  _  ,  '  ^peaceful  prosperous  and  poised  to  take  full 

newspaper  remarked  foat  “more  foan  '  j^vahlagb  of  its  status  as  a  world  finance 
anyone  else,  he  won  big",  -  and  eamnxnnicatjGns  centre.  At  home  and 

Mr  Gob's  victory,  mafo  reminiscent  fif  i>;  .foroad  there  is  widespread  recognition  of 
election  results  in.  totalitarian  states  foan  ».  .-foe  success  in  cleaning  up  and  building  up 
^  genuine  democracies,  leaves  a  sour  taste-:' v  .flfo  island’s  yeffiaent  economy.  Do  foe 
*  TTip  Primp  Minister  and  his  supporters  are  •  timmtjus  whisperings  of  criticism  really 


muKhnember:  Cheng  San  constituency, 
where  polls  had  suggested  the  mainly  -/ 
working-class  area  was  learning  towards  the 
Opposition.  The  prospect  of  any  win  by  a 
Workers’  Party  candidate  seemed  to  induce . 
panic.  The  Prime  Minister  suggested  his 
own  standing; .would  be  damaged,  warned 
voters  that  Singapore’s  prestige  would 
suffer,  and  issued  thinly  disguised  threats 
dial  a  district  failing  to  support  foe  PAP 
would  Jose?  a  multimBljon-pound  pro- 
gramme  to  rmovate  housing  estates. 

All  means  at  foe  ■Government's  disposal-* 
were  used  to  discredit  foe  Opposition.  Mr 

Gohlaimchedaharrageofpersonalaaadcs 

on  opposition  leaders.  He  invoked  _  the 
sensitive  race  issue,  accusing  Thng  Liang 
Hong,  the  WP  leader,  of  Chinese  national¬ 
ism.  And  he  said  opposition  leaders  were 
peddEng  a  “Western”  agenda. 

Such  behaviour  verges  on  paranoia.  It  is 
hard  to  understand  why  Mr  Goh  demands 
such  grbreflmg  obedience.  The  PAP,  wuch 
has  ruled  -.the  island  since  Singapore^ 


.  Smgapore  makes  much  of  its  modernity, 
husiness  acumec  and-  social  cohesion.  The 

*  govemmeat  wants  material  achievements  to 
be|ttoged  tyworki  standards;  but  in  moral, 
poliCkal  and  sodaLmatters  it  insists  such 
ccmptoisons  are  nofoer  fafr  nor  rdevant 
Singapore,  ite  leaders  say,  upholds  “Asian 
Values"  which,  have  liftleio  do  with  Western 
ccaxKpts-  of  faumairri^its  or  individual  en- 
folements.  Criticism  by  Western  democ¬ 
racies  is  draiounced  as  hypocrisy  and 

'  meddling:  when .  Washington  rightly  de¬ 
nounced  Mr  Goh’s  hcxiring  threat,  Singa¬ 
pore  insisted  foat  this  was  normal  practice. 

This  is  not  foe  behaviour  of  a  self- 
confident  state.  Mr  Goh  may  indeed  hare 

•  won  because  voters  think  they  are  better  off 
with  foe  PAP.  But  if  Singapore  wants — as  it 
does  —  to  compete  with  Hang  Kong,  it 
should  demonstrate  that  freedom  is  indivis¬ 
ible:  those  trading  and  living  in  Singapore 
wifi  prosper  only  if  they  are  untrammelled 
by  stafoenferced  oonfbrmity  and  heavy- 
handed  politics.  \ 


GLOBAL  GRAPES 

From  Pinochet  to  pinot  noir 


Whffl  Keate  yeanied  for  a “beaker  toll  of  foe  . 
warm  south",  could' he  ever  hare  guessed 
just  how  fto  south  theoenolo^al^exptora.  ., 

erf  the  norlhern  supermarket  c*aai5_^^“  . 

venture?  Thirty  years  ago,  wme  Frradt 
and  that  was  foat  Californian  and  Austra-  - 
Ban  vmss  . 

were  undent  Vy  Ctak.  now 

;  tor  pinot  noir  than  General  Pinochet, 
e^^oftheworBVfewitonateswhrae 
tou  can  ^ei  and  sunbathe  cai  dw  same  d^y. 
IMaythe  oewiy 

and  TuSutes,  are  fighting  off  the  latest 
newcomers  from  Argentina* 

Britain  lies  seventh  in  the 
drinldng  league.  But 
oountriS  which  have  been 

quanfoies  for  centunes  has  been 

keep  buying  ir^ei!SvS^ 
British  winemaking  is  ^  . 

SSwSS!! glcte  m  eea^of 

is  a  flirtatiousiy 

soupfon  of  sumo  wrestlers  D#™ 
evHvnew  expertise  comes  a  new  bore  the 

aSr^c.-i  SSJ&2Z3. 


foe  places  only  served  to  underline  foat  as 
far.  as  supermarket  shelves  go,  they  are  foe 
old  world.  South  America  is  almost  passt 
Standby  for  foe  new  erntees  from  the  Czechs, 
foe  Chinese,  the  Mexicans  and  tile 
Moldovans.  British  supermarkets  hire  “fly¬ 
ing  winemakers”  who  criss-cross  continents 
in  search  of  promising  raw  material  made 
by  less  weH-developed  viticulture  which, 
with  the  aid  of  a  littlenew  technology,  can  be 
transformed  into  something  a  wine-writer 
will  put  ai  the  top  of  the  chart.  The  cultural 
categories  -become  confusing:  shops  sell 
“Trench  winemade  in  Australia” .  __ 

'  By  being  geographically  promiscuous, 
British  wine-drinkers  learn  to  be  more 
discerning  about  grape  varieties,  dzmate 
calculations  and  bold  new  blends.  But  mass 
markets  smooth  out  the  rich -variety  of  local 
practice;  Ten  years  ago.  few^diardomiay 
grapes  were  grown  in  Spain,  South  Africa, 
Cfcte  New  Zealand  or  Central  Europe;  vast 
acreages  now  exist  to  supply  new  demand. 
Chaidonnay  is  relatively  easy  to  produce 
and  —  more  important  —  simple  to 
pronounce.  Its  far  easier  to  order  a  battteof 
Cloudy  Bay  chardormay  than  a  bottle  of 
Castd  de  PaolisI  Quattro  Mori,  particularly 
if  you’ve  already  had  a  glass  or  three.  There 
are  country  dubs  and  children  called. 
Chardonnay.  But  just  as  we  might  start  to 
worry  foat  one  grape  might  elbow  out  other 
varieties,  foe  wine  business  .reports  that 
consumers  are  banning  to  safer  from 
"chardannay  fatigue”.  Taste  isjta  restless, 
fidde  tiring.  ..V 


UK  given  away 
—  or  sold  off? 

From  Mr  David  Sel bourne 

Sir,  John  Redwood  (tester,  December 
28}  objects  to  British  politicians  who, 
presumafay  in  the  nameof  their  Euro- 
philia,  “would  give  this  coumry 
away”.  Bui  in  what  sense  is  this  mor¬ 
ally,  or  ovically,  more  culpable  than 
selling  off  our  public  and  civic  institu¬ 
tions  —  Army  housing,  the  railways, 
the  utilities,  the  Stationery  Office, 
County  HaD  and  all  the  rest  of  it—  to 
the  highest  bidder,  and  sometimes  not 
even  to  the  highest  bidder,  in  the 
name  of  the  “free  market"? 

Each  of  these  sales  represents  a  dis¬ 
posal  of  public  goods,  institutions  and 
interests  to  the  **uneleaed”  and  all 
promote,  in  one  form  or  another,  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  civic  order.  There  is  no 
qualitative  difference  between  the  dis¬ 
persal  of  a  nation's  identity  among 
contending  market  interests  of  no 
fixed  abode,  sttking  to  buy  up  parts  of 
the  very  fabric  which  holds  the  body 
politic  together,  and  the  gradual  sur¬ 
render  of  a  nation’s  sovereignty  to 
extraterritorial  bureaucracies  and 
bankers  in  “Europe”. 

If  there  is  some  powerful  (and  truth¬ 
ful)  distinction  to  be  made  between 
these  two  kinds  of  national  solvent, 
perhaps  Mr  Redwood  will  tell  us  what 
It  is.  And  if  he  cannot  do  so,  why 
should  we  prefer  to  see  a  Japanese 
property  developer  installed  in  the  for¬ 
mer  seat  erf  London's  government  to  a 
Brussels  bureaucrat  or  Strasbourg 
judge  telling  us  what  are  the  limits  of 
our  rights  and  powers? 

Yours  faithfully. 

DAVID  SELBOURNE. 

C.  P.152. 

61029  EJrbino  (PS).  Italy. 

January  2. 


Single  currency 

From  Mr  Donald  Neale 

Sir,  Professor  Sir  Graham  Hills  (let¬ 
ter,  December  28)  advocates  our  ad¬ 
opting  the  single  currency.  The  Maas¬ 
tricht  treaty  prescribes  that  it,  and  all 
related  matters  of  monetary  policy,  be 
controlled  solely  by  the  board  of  the 
European  Central  Bank,  consisting  of 
the  governors  erf  the  individual  Euro¬ 
pean  central  banks.  Clause  109  guar¬ 
antees  they  will  be  totally  independent 
and  accountable  to  no  one  —  in  short, 
a.  financial  government  . 

,  -  Since  their  decisions  will  affect 
every  man.  woman  and  child  in  the 
Union,  how  can  such  concentration  of 
unchallengeable  power  possibly  be 
justified? 

Yours  faithfully, 

DONALD  NEALE, 

21  Hawkhead  Crescent, 

Edinburgh. 

December  30. 

From  Professor  D.  R.  Myddelton 

Sir.  Gold  was  onae  a  globally  acoepted 
currency  compared  to  which  the  euro 
is  an  untried  upstart 
British  governments  have  failed 
disastrously  to  maintain  the  purchas¬ 
ing  power  of  the  pound  this  century: 
but  German  governments  have  done 
even  worse  with  the  mark. 

Why  should  governments  assume 
monopoly  powers  over  money?  Why 
not  let  people  choose  which  money 
they  prefer?  In  other  words,  let  the  free 
market  work. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  R.  MYDDELTON. 

Cranfield  School  of  Management. 
CranBeld. 

Bedford  MK43  QAL 
December  30. 


Quota  hopping 

From  Mr  Julian  Williams 

Sir.  Mr  Francis  Deutsch  (letter,  Dec¬ 
ember  30)  is  misinformed:  there  is  no 
level  playing  field  between  the  British 
and  Spanish  in  the  purchase  of  fishing 
quotas.  The  Spanish  fleet  receives 
subsidies  from  Brussels  (£721  million 
between  1994  and  1998)  which  are  not 
available  to  British  fishermen. 

On  top  of  this.  Community  funds, 
which  include  British  money,  are  be¬ 
ing  used  to  buy  fishing  rights  for  the 
Spanish  fleet  m  Morocco  (£392  mil¬ 
lion).  Mauritania  (£200  million)  and 
Guinea,  The  Seychelles,  Angola  and 
SaoTonte  (£45  million  in  aggregate). 

Furthermore,  the  Spanish  land 
British  fish  in  Spain,  thus  avoiding 
the  British  inspectors  who  forbid  the 
sale  of  undersized  fish.  In  Spain  these 
fish  are  a  delicacy  and  contribute  to 
the  fleet’s  profits. 

Whilst  Spain  has  by  far  the  largest 
European  fleet  and  nowhere  to  go 
with  it,  the  fishing  grounds  ascribed 
under  international  law  to  Britain 
contain  about  two  thirds  of  foe  total 
fish  available  in  EU  waters  —  more 
than  enough  to  maintain  our  dimin¬ 
ishing  fleet  and  fish  industry. 

The  solution  devised  by  Brussels  is 
overfishing  far  all  and  a  future  for  no 
one.  This  is  how  the  international  bu¬ 
reaucracy,  over  which  we  have  almost 
no  control,  works. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JULIAN  WILLIAMS. 

95e  Hornsey  Lane.  N6. 

December  30. 
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Risks  posed  to  skiers  by  snowboards 


From  Mr  Peter  A.  J.  Parr-Davies  • 

Sir,  f  relayed  the  gisr  of  your  reports 
on  dangerous  skiers  and  the  involve¬ 
ment  of snow  boarders  in  a  dispropor¬ 
tionate  number  of  collisions  (Decem¬ 
ber  27)  to  my  sot.  an  a  ski  holiday  in 
Tignes  in  the  French  Alps  with  a 
friend.  Within  24  hours,  that  same 
friend  was  struck  violently  from  be¬ 
hind  by  a  snow  hoarder  while  stand¬ 
ing  at  the  side  of  ah  otherwise  empty 
piste. 

The  snowbaarder  struck  him  with 
such  force  as  to  throw  him  into  the  air 
and  down  on  his  head  into  the  snow, 
break  both  skis,  and  inflict  a  deep  and 
dangerous  gash  in  a  calf  muscle. 

The  snow  boarder,  with  the  attitude 
that  seems  endemic  to  the  breed,  then 
simply  sped  off  down  the  mountain 
leaving  an  innocent  skier,  with  obvi¬ 
ously  broken  skis,  bleeding  profusely 
into  the  snow  at  the  side  of  a  deserted 
piste.  If  the  rescue  services  had  nor 
been  alerted  and  quickly  directed  to 
the  location,  the  skier  might  have  bled 
or  frozen  to  death. 

The  Va]  d'lsere  guide  quoted  in 


your  report  correctly  stales  that  snow- 
boarders  follow  a  completely  different 
trajectory  from  skiers,  and  that  there 
is  therefore  an  immediate  incompati¬ 
bility  on  shared  pistes. 

However,  the  greater  problem  may 
be  foat  a  young  person  can  learn  suffi¬ 
cient  basics  to  use  a  snowboard  within 
a  couple  of  days  in  foe  resort,  and  then 

head  off  to  foe  open  slopes  without 
further  supervision  or  safety  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  without  foe  genuine  appreci¬ 
ation  o if  the  mountain  environment, 
safety  issues  and  consideration  that 
skiers  absorb  during  a  longer  process 
of  instruction  and  learning  with  quali¬ 
fied  teachers. 

Until  foe  French  resorts  address 
these  issues  sensible  skiers  should 
head  for  the  inherently  safer  and 
better-regulated  resorts  of  North  Am¬ 
erica  —  particularly  those  few  where 
snerwboarders  are  simply  not  admit¬ 
ted. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  A.  J.  PARR-DAVIES. 

57  Lynton  Avenue;  Ealing.  W13. 
January  Z 


New  home  for  the  Stone  of  Scone 


From  Mr  Tom- Cough  trie 

Sir.  Magnus  Lmklater.  in  his  solemn 
article  on  the  Stone  of  Scone,  “Destiny 
robbed  of  all  dignity”  (December  31). 
might  well  have  made  a  third  sugges¬ 
tion  for  the  Stone’s  final  resting  place, 
in  addition  to  Iona  or  Scone:  West¬ 
minster  Abbey,  where  it  rested  for  so 
long. 

As  an  expatriate  Scot.  I  wonder  how 
many  of  us  would  be  happier  to  see 
the  old  factions  forgotten.  All  we 
would  ask.  in  return  for  the  generous 
and  laving  act  of  once  more  losing  a 
relict  which  has  meant  so  much  to  our 
nation,  would  be  the  return  to  us  of  all 
the  Scottish  archives  removed  by  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  The  very  few  documents 
which  have  been  returned  during  the 
intervening  seven  centuries  are  piti¬ 
fully  inadequate. 

Perhaps  foe  offer  of  the  Stone's  re¬ 
turn  might  stimulate  a  painstaking 
and  exhaustive  search  for  foe  missing 
documents,  which  are  beyond  price. 
They  would  be  of  enormous  value  ro 
scholars,  students  and  all' lovers  of 
Scots  history. 

Yours  faithfully. 

TDM  COUGHTRIE. 

Winstone  Thrieve, 

Uanvetherine,  Abergavenny.  Gwent. 


From  Mrs  Hilary  McGowan 

Sir,  Like  Magnus  Linklaier,  I  have 
recently  visited  Edinburgh  Castle.  I 
agree  with  him  that  the  Stone  of 
Destiny  looks  out  of  place  on  purple 
satin  in  a  display  case  designed  for 
regalia. 

However,  l  have  no  doubt  that  foe 
display  will  not  be  permanent,  and  I 
was  impressed  to  note  that,  despite  the 
curators  of  Historic  Scotland  being 
given  very  little  warning  of  the  Stone’s 
arrival,  new  postcards  are  already 
available.  In  view  of  foe  public 
interest  and  their  eagerness  to  see  the 
Stone  immediately,  this  display  was 
the  right  decision. 

A  curator  given  a  present  by  the 
Prime  Minister  at  short  notice  and  in 
the  fell  glare  of  national  publicity  has 
no  easy  task.  Spare  a  thought,  Mr 
Linklaier.  for  foe  cost  of  the  exhibition 
and  of  publication  changes,  and  be 
pleased  foat  foe  Stone  is  once  more  on 
display  in  its  native  land. 

Yours  sincerely. 

HILARY  McGOWAN 
(Museum  and  heritage  consultant). 
The  Old  Surgery, 

Oldmixon  Manor.  Oldmixon, 
Weston-super-Mare,  Somerset. 
January  Z 


Saying  sorry 

From  Dr  C.  M.  Tomkins 

Sir.  I  read  and  enjoyed  Libby  Purves*s 
article,  “Making  sense  of  saying 
sorry”  (December  31),  but.  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  medical  errors,  would  have  to 
take  issue  with  the  statement  foat  “our 
whole  system  discourages  the  idea  of 
expressing  contrition,  clearing  foe 
slate  and  behaving  better  in  future”. 
She  repeats  a  common  misunder¬ 
standing.  that,  in  the  case  of  medical 
and  hospital  errors,  doctors  are  pre¬ 
vented  from  saying  sorry  for  “fear  of 
litigation”.  This  is  certainly  not  the 
view  of  foe  MDU  (Medical  Defence 
Union),  foe  UK’s  leading  provider  of 
indemnity  to  doctors. 

We  advise  our  members,  to  “say 
sorry”  if  something  has  gone  wrong 
with  a  patient’s  treatment.  A  sincere 
and  honest  apology  should  be  made, 
either  by  foe  doctor  concerned  or,  if 
appropriate,  by  a  senior  colleague. 
Most  instances  of  patient  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  never  develop  into  a  complaint  or 
daim  because  foe  doctor  gives  an  im¬ 
mediate  explanation  or  a  courteous 
apology. 

It  may  be  that  in  car  accidents,  as 
Ms  Purves  suggests,  insurers  advise 
those  involved  not  to  make  any  admis¬ 
sion  of  legal  liability,  but  the  position 


of  doctors  treating  patients  is  quite  dif¬ 
ferent.  The  patient  is  always  entitled 
to  a  prompt,  appropriate  and  truthful 
account  of  what  has  occurred. 

Yours  faithfully. 

CHRISTINE  TOMKINS 
(Professional  services  director). 

The  Medical  Defence  Union  Limited, 
3  Devonshire  Place.  Wl. 

December  31. 

From  Mr  Nigel  R.  MacNiool 

Sir.  In  her  admirable  artide  today. 
Ubby  Purves  draws  attention  to  the 
fact  foat  hardly  anyone  now  offers  or 
accepts  apologies.  The  problem  is  that 
apologies  today  tend  to  come  in  an  un¬ 
acceptable  form;  to  wit,  "I’m  sorry  if 
anyone  was  upset". 

Not  only  do  such  words  convey  no 
hint  of  contrition,  but  there  may  be  a 
subtle  suggestion  that  anyone  foolish 
enough  to  be  upset  must  either  be 
overly  sensitive,  or  irrational. 

Not  to  accept  such  an  “apology” 
seems  ungracious,  but  to  accept  it 
means  accepting  foe  insult.  Is  there  a 
neat  rejoinder? 

Yours  faithfully. 

N.  R.  MacNICOL. 

9  Church  Lane, 

Greetham,  Oakland.  Rutland. 
December  31. 


West  film  decision 

From  Mr  Ian  Curteis 

Sir.  You  explain  (report.  January  1) 
that  tiie  Official  Solidtor  has  the  res¬ 
ponsibility  of  maximising  the  finan¬ 
cial  return  on  Fred  West's  estate. 
Should  we  not  now  simply  add  to  his 
standing  instructions  “except  finan¬ 
cial  return  resulting  from  criminal 
activity"? 

Yours  truly, 

UN  CURTEIS, 

The  Mill  House,  Coin  St  Aldwyns, 
Cirencester.  Gloucestershire. 

From  Mr  G.L  Leigh 

Sir,  1  am  astonished  foat  foe  Official 
Solidtor  should  apparently  regard  it 


as  part  of  his  duty  to  entertain  such  an 
outrageous  proposal. 

For  many  years  I  was  trustee  of  a 
multimiUion-pound  trust.  Arguments 
took  place  with  my  co-trustees  over 
whether  fin  accordance  with  pusillani¬ 
mous  legal  "thinking")  gazumping 
was  part  of  a  trustee’s  duty  (I  thought 
not). 

Ir  is  of  paramount  importance  that 
a  trustee  should  be  seen  to  act  honour¬ 
ably  and  with  a  modicum  of  common 
sense  (fortunately  trustees  can  only 
act  unanimously)  and  so  1  got  my 
way. 

Yours  sincerely* 

G.  1*  LEIGH, 

85  Leith  Mansions. 

Grantully  Road,  W9. 

January  2. 


Welsh  connection 

From  Sir  James  Craig 

Sir,  The  explorer  John  Cabot  (your 
leader,  December  28)  may  have  ano¬ 
ther  claim  to  be  remembered. 

According  to  the  Penguin  Diction¬ 
ary  of  Surnames,  it  was  he  who  gave 
America  its  name,  wishing  to  honour 
the  chief  investor  in  his  voyage,  Rich¬ 
ard  Ameryk.  a  Welsh  collector  of  cus¬ 
toms  at  Bristol  (whose  name  was  orig¬ 
inally  Spelled  Ap  Meryke). 

The  dictionaiy*s  author  Basil  Cottle 
(on  whom  be  blessings),  dismisses  the 
more  familiar  claims  erf  Amerigo  Ves- 
pucri  as  “frivolous”. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant. 
JAMES  CRAIG, 

2  St  George’s  Square,  SWI.  > 
December  2S- 


Happy  new  year? 

From  the  Reverend  S.  J.  Davies 

Sir.  Allow  me  to  nominate  as  the  most 
ironical  picture  of  the  year  foat  on  the 
front  page  on  Saturday,  December  28. 
showing  crowds  of  shoppers  in  Lon¬ 
don’s  Oxford  Street  the  previous  day. 
It  illustrated  a  report  entitled  “Feel¬ 
good  factor  returns  with  foe  sales”,  in 
spite  of  foe  fad  that  every  face  was 
without  a  smile  everyone  looked 
gloomy,  worried  or  harassed. 

One  could  only  hope  foat  some,  at 
any  rate,  had  been  gladdened  by  the 
real  Good  News  two  days  previously. 

Yours  obediently, 

S.J.  DAVIES. 

The  Devon  &  Exeter  Institution, 

7  Cathedral  Clare,  Exeter.  Devon.* 
December  30. 


New  year  fun  with 
‘forgotten’  Fred 

From  Mr  Maurice  G.  Crane 

Sir.  The  new  year  has  started  well. 
First,  foe  best  party  I've  ever  attended, 
and  second.  The  Times  report  on  "For¬ 
gotten  Fred"  and  your  excellent  leader 
on  the  same  subject  (January  1).  Fred¬ 
die  Frimon’s  film  Dinner  for  One  is 
not  only  a  cast-iron  new  year  institu¬ 
tion  in  Germany,  but  also  in  Den¬ 
mark  and  further  north  too. 

One  miserable  new  year  in  the  late 
Eighties,  the  Danish  national  TV  sta¬ 
tion  that  had  just  started  to  compete 
with  a  commercial  channel  thought 
they  ought  to  modernise  and  cancel 
Dinner  for  One.  The  unanimously 
negative  reaction  across  foe  land  con¬ 
vinced  them  never  to  make  foe  same 
mistake  again. 

Working  in  Copenhagen  as  an  Eng¬ 
lish  businessman  I  was  always  ad¬ 
dressed  as  “James"  (the  butler)  by  our 
lady  accountant  Naturally.  I  was  al¬ 
ways  pleased  to  refer  to  her  as  Miss 
Sophie. 

There  isn’t  a  Dane  who  doesn't 
know  and  cherish  every  line  and  every 
move,  every  trip  on  the  rug,  including 
the  breathless  wait  for  the  one  move 
where  the  butler  doesn’t  trip  on  foe 
tiger’s  head.  Freddie  Frimon’s  journey 
from  lugubrious  sobriety  to  rolling  in¬ 
toxication  in  17  minutes  flat  is  a  mas¬ 
terpiece  of  acting.  To  stand  up  in  a 
Danish  bar  or  party,  pick  up  a  beaker, 
down  the  contents  and  exclaim  “111 
kill  foat  cat”  is  to  raise  a  smile  of  rec¬ 
ognition  from  everyone  in  foe  room. 

/til  Danish  aficionados,  by  the  way, 
will  tell  you  foat  there  are  two  ver¬ 
sions  of  Dinner  for  One.  One  with  a 
tablecloth  and  a  much  rarer  version 
without- 1  believe  foe  latter  was  ban¬ 
ished  to  Swedish  TV. 

Yours  sincerely, 

M.  G.  CRANE. 

Chariwood  House.  Tilford,  Surrey. 
January  1. 

From  Mr  Peter  A.  Rushforth 

Sir.  Ir  was  about  ten  years  ago  foat 
German  business  friends  told  me 
about  Dinner  for  One  with  Freddie 
Frinton. 

They  found  it  hard  to  believe  that 
we  in  foe  UK  did  not  know  about  this 
delightful  comedy.  I  am  pleased  io  say 
foat  they  provided  me  with  a  video 
copy  which  1  have  loaned  to  many 
people. 

I  cannot  understand  why  this  beau¬ 
tiful  little  piece,  which  brings  Ger¬ 
many  virtually  to  a  standstill  on  New 
Year's  Eve,  is  not  shown  in  this  coun¬ 
try. 

In  my  opinion  Freddie  was  foe  best 
“drunk”  of  all.  but  l  understand  from 
someone  who  knew  him  in  his  home 
town  of  Grimsby  that  he  was  teetotal. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  A.  RUSHFORTH. 

36  Sutton  Drive.  Cullingworfo, 
Bradford,  West  Yorks htre. 

J  armory  1. 


Imaginative  leap 

From  Mr  Timothy  Kirkhope.  MPfor 
Leeds  North  East  (Conservative) 

Sir.  You  report  T  Workers  must  toil  for 
one  more  day  before  1997  tax  burden 
lifts",  December  28)  that  research  by 
the  usually  august  Adam  Smith  Insti¬ 
tute  suggests  we  will  have  to  work 
until  May  24  in  1997  to  pay  the  tax  due 
to  the  Government  whereas  we  were 
able  to  pay  it  off  by  May  23  in  1996. 
The  implication  therefore  was  foat 
that  meant  an  extra  day’s  “toil". 

This  seems  odd  to  me  because  May 
24, 1997.  is  directly  equivalent  to  May 
23. 1996,  taking  into  account  February 
29, 1996:  a  leap  year,  of  course. 

Yours, 

TIMOTHY  KIRKHOPE 
(Under-Secretary  of  State, 

Home  Office), 

House  of  Commons. 

December  28. 


And  by  the  way . . . 

From  Mrs  Alison  Bauerstock 

Sir.  A  mailshot  aims  to  prompt  a  pur¬ 
chase.  It  follows  foat  it  is  laid  out  to 
attract  the  potential  customer's  atten¬ 
tion  rather  than  to  demonstrate  foe 
word  processor’s  techniques.  The  PS 
(letter.  January  3)  plays  a  key  part  in 
this. 

On  receiving  a  letter  from  someone 
you  don’t  know,  an  instinctive  re¬ 
action  is  to  look  to  the  bottom  of  the 
page  io  see  who  is  writing.  The  eye 
then  spots  the  PS.  As  your  corres¬ 
pondent  Mrs  Teece  has  noticed  the 
practice,  I  can  only  assume  it  still 
works. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ALISON  BAVERSTOCK, 

10  Homersham  Road, 

Kingston  upon  Thames.  Surrey. 
January  3. 


Hands  across  the  sea 

From  Captain  John  Quayle 

Sir,  I  have  on  board  my  merchant 
ship  in  the  North  Sea  a  resourceful 
second  officer  who,  as  the  ship  passes 
off  foe  coast  at  Whitby,  signals  to  Jus 
mother  with  the  ship’s  Aldis  lamp. 
She  then  flashes  back  with  a  large 
torch. 

1  fed  it  difficult  to  imagine  a  more 
original  method  of  communicating 
with  a  parent. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOHN  QUAYLE, 

Haze  Cottage.  North  Caldy  Road. 
Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

January  I. 
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SOCIAL 

NEWS 

TOMORROW: 

Prince  Edward.  Patron,  will 
attend  a  concert  given  by  the 
National  Youth  Orchestra  of  Scoi- 
uaa  at  the  Glasgow  Royal  concert 
Hall  at  7 JO. 


Premium  Bonds 

The  Wkwing  Premium  Bond 
prizewinners  were  announced 
yesterday: 

000,000: 45BK  739481.  winner  has 
a  holding  of  EJ5.CU0.  and  comes 
from  Devon;  4AL  7030OS,  E262. 
Avon;9GF6774l2-  £20.000.  Derby¬ 
shire;  MBK  891957.  £9.998.  South 
Yorkshire. 

ESOOOO  69QK  499407.  E15J300. 
Isle  of  Man:  40 NW  891597,  £16-567. 
Surrey;  13MB  011461.  E13J64. 
Cambridgeshire;  35MS  634459. 
£15,000.  Nottinghamshire;  6ICK 
454451.  E7.000.  West  Midlands: 
2SWF  724566.  E703.  Islington. 
London:  59LK  507704.  £20.000. 
Avon;  42QN  932505.  £20.000. 
Devon. 

£25.000: 7TP  202461,  £600.  Susses: 
68LK  732610.  E7.0S).  Devon:  50SP 
697753.  £20.000.  Essex:  So  FT 

297864.  £20.000.  Kent:  32QL 
013476,  £19.953.  Herrfonisftire: 
26BP  269678.  E8.987.  Co  Ferman¬ 
agh:  57 AB  380000.  £19.999.  Essex: 
49SN  736964.  E20.000.  Berkshire: 
64 LL  329763.  £20.000.  Warwick¬ 
shire;  33JS  437468.  E20.000. 

Middlesex;  34BF  072953.  £11.080. 
Cumbria;  22CF  49I7S2.  E9.994. 
Gwenr.  IIWZ  175543,  E2.I50. 

Wandsworth.  London:  36PF 
809230.  £10.100.  Merseyside;  I6SF 
189520.  E1I0,  Nottinghamshire; 
7NZ  863226.  £19.995.  Lancashire. 


Appointment 

Ashmoteaui  Museum. 

Oxford 

Dr  George  Goldner,  Drue  Heinz 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Drawings  and  Paintings  at  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  in 
New  York,  has  been  appointed  as 
the  new  Director  of  the  Ashmolean 
Museum.  He  will  take  up  the  past 
on  October  (.  1997.  on  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  the  current  director,  Prof¬ 
essor  Christopher  While,  and  will 
be  a  Fellow  of  Worcester  College. 


Memorial 

service 

Mrs  A.W.T.  MeGaw 
A  service  at  thanksgiving  for  the 
life  of  Mrs  Patricia  Graves  Stuart 
McGaw  was  heW  yesterday  at  St 
Olave's.  Han  Street  The  Rev  John 
Cowling.  Chaplain  to  the 
Cloth  workers'  Company,  offici¬ 
ated.  Mr  Ptolemy  Christie,  grand¬ 
son.  read  the  lesson.  Mr  Edward 
Nicholson,  grandson,  read  The 
Ship  by  Bishop  Brent  and  Anna 
Nicholson,  granddaughter,  read 
two  poems  that  remind  her  of 
■granny".  Sir  George  Christie, 
son-in-uw.  gave  an  address. 

The  St  Bndrt  Choir,  directed  by 
Mr  Matthew  Morley,  sang  during 
the  service,  with  Mr  Alexander 
Mason,  organ,  and'  Mr  Tony 
Nash,  trumpet.  Among  others 
present  were 
Comma 


and  Mrs  tan  McGaw  (sons  and 
da  ughlcn- In-law).  Lady  Christie 
(daughter!.  Mr  fturtc*  Nicholson.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Hector  Christie  and  Mr  and 
Mrs  Augustus  Christie  (grand¬ 
children),  Mr  and  Mrs  George 
Buwlby.  Mr  and  Mrs  John  McCaw. 
Mr  Stephen  Howard.  Mr  Max 
Howard.  Miss  Elba  belli  Howard.  Mrs 
Gerald  Howard.  Mrs  Louise 
Rutherford.  Mis  George  Guilicfc  Mrs 
Bettv  Lolley  and  other  members  of 
the  family. 

The  Master  of  the  CloUiworiceis- 


many  other  friends. 


Church  news 

Appointments 

The  Rev  Patricia  Impey:  to  be 
Rector.  Felmingham.  Skeyton, 
Colby.  Bannin gham,  Tutrington 
and  Suffield  (Norwich!. 

The  Rev  Stephen  McG unity.  Cu¬ 
rate.  St  Stephen.  Gateacre:  to  he 
Vicar.  St  Andrew.  Cluhmoor 
(Liverpool). 

The  Rev  Phyllis  Manhood,  Priest- 
in-charge,  St  Augustin.  Bourne¬ 
mouth  (Winchester):  to  be  also  an 
Honorary  Canon  of  Winchester 
Cathedra]  (Winchester). 

The  Rev  David  Murdoch.  Rector. 
Shiriand:  'to  be  Priest-in-charge. 
New  Mills  (Derby). 

The  Rev  David  Palmer,  Vicar,  St 
Matthias.  Stocksbridge  (Sheffield): 
to  be  Priest-in-diarge.  Seaton 
Hirst  (Newcastle). 

The  Rev  Malcolm  Pickering.  Vicar, 
Marion,  Blackpool  (Blackburn):  to 
be  Priest-tn-charge.  Badingham  w 
Bruisyard.  Crans field  and  Denn¬ 
ing  ion  (St  Edmunds  bury  and 
Ipswich). 


Weekend  birthdays 


TODAY: 

Professor  Victoria  Bruce,  psy¬ 
chologist.  44;  Miss  Groce 
Bumbry,  opera  and  concert 
singer,  60:  Mr  Alexander 
Chancellor,  journalist,  57; 
Miss  Rosalie  Crutchley.  ac¬ 
tress,  75:  Mr  Alan  Dyer, 
former  Chief  Constable,  Bed¬ 
fordshire.  63:  Mr  Guy  Forget 
tennis  player.  32: 

Mr  Abe  Hamilton,  fashion 
designer.  35:  Professor  KJ. 
Hancock,  economist  62;  Ueu- 
tenant-Co  tnmande  r  Sir  Ian 
Clark  Hutchison,  94;  Profes¬ 
sor  B.  Josephson.  FRS,  physi¬ 
cist  57;  Air  Vice-Marshal  R.H. 
Kyle,  54:  Professor  L.E. 
Lanyon,  Principal.  Royal  Vet¬ 
erinary  College.  S3;  the  Hon 
Diana  Makgul.  civil  servant 
67;  Miss  Margaret  Marshall, 
opera  and  concert  singer,  4fk 
Mr  Floyd  Patterson,  boxer,  62; 


Iain  Cuthbertsoa  the  actor,  is  67  today;  Jan  Leaning, 
the  broadcaster,  will  be  55  tomorrow 


Mr  Nicholas  Payne,  director, 
RovaJ  Opera,  Covenf  Garden, 
52;"  the  Earl  of  Ranfurly.  68; 
Mr  TJ.  Rix,  publisher.  63;  the 
Rev  Edward  Rogers,  former 


Moderator  of  the  Free  Church 
Federal  Council,  S&  Sir  Alan 
Thomas,  civil  servant  54;  Sir 
Colin  Turner,  former  MP.  75; 
Mrs  Audrey  Wise.  MP.  62- 


TOMORROW: 

The  King  of  Spain  celebrates 
his  59th  birthday,  and  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Luxembourg 
his  76th  birthday. 

Mr  Alfred  BrendeL,  KBE,  con¬ 
cert  pianist  66;  Mr  Tom 
Burke,  environmentalist,  50, 

Mr  Terry  Davis,  MP,  59;  the 
Earl  of  Dudley,  77;  Sir.  Frank 
Hartley,  former  Vice-Chancel¬ 
lor,  London  University,  86;  Sir 
Alan  Hume,  dvQ  servant,  84: 
Miss  Diane  Keaton,  actress, 
51;  Lord  'KingsdowtvKG,  70t 
Mr  Maurizio  Pollini,  pianist 
55;  Sir  Norman  Price,  former 
chairman,  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  82;  Major-General 
H.  Quinlan,  91;  General  Sir 
Michael  Rose,  57;  General  Sir 
John  S ribbon.  62;  die  Hem 
Mrs  Alison  Wright  director- 
general,  British  Invisibles,  52; 
Lord  Wynfard,  80. 


TODAY 

BIRTHS: 

James  Ussher.  Archbishop  of  Ar¬ 
magh  ] 625-56.  chronologisL  Dub¬ 
lin.  1581:  Giovanni  Pergofesi. 
composer.  Jest.  Italy,  1710:  Jacob 
Grimm.  pfoDoiogist  and  folk-tale 
collector,  Haxiau.  Germany,  1785: 
Louis  Braille,  inventor  of  the 
reading  system  for  the  blind, 
Coupvray,  France.  1809;  Sir  Isaac 
Pitman,  inventor  of  a  shorthand 
system.  Trowbridge.  Wiltshire, 
1813;  Augustus  John,  painter. 
Tenby,  ftmbrokeshire,  1878. 

DEATHS: 

Stephen  Hales,  clergyman,  pio¬ 
neer  of  plant  physiology. 
Teddinglon,  Middlesex.  1761;  Jo¬ 
seph  John  Gurney,  philanthropist 
and  writer.  1847:  Cbmdius  Van¬ 
derbilt  financier.  New  York.  1877; 
Charles  Keene,  artist,  Hammer¬ 
smith,  1891:  Benito  Gddos.  nov¬ 
elist  and  dramatist  Madrid.  1920. 
Henri  Bergson,  philosopher,  No¬ 
bel  laureate  1928.  Paris.  1941; 
Albert  Camus,  novelist  Nobel 
laureate  1957,  Sens.  France.  I960; 
Erwin  Schrodinger,  physicist  No¬ 
bel  laureate  1933.  Vienna.  1961: 
T.S.  Eliot  poet  Nobel  laureate 
1948.  London.  1965:  Donald  Camp- 


Anniversaries 

belt  killed  when  his  speedboat 
crashed  on  Coniston  Water.  Cum¬ 
bria.  1967:  Joy  Adamson,  natural¬ 
ist  and  writer.  Shaba  Game 
Reserve.  Kenya,  1980:  Christopher 
Isherwood,  novelist  California. 
1986. 

The  Fabian  Society  was  founded. 

1884. 

The  first  successful  appendix  op¬ 
eration  was  performed  by  Dr 
Williams  West  Grant  in  Iowa, 

1885. 

Chinese  Communists  captured 
Seoul  during  the  Korean  War. 
1951. 

Rose  Heflbron  became  the  first 
woman  to  sit  as  a  judge  at  the  Old 
Bailey.  1972. 

TOMORROW 

BIRTHS: 

Jean- Baptiste  Say.  political  econo¬ 
mist  Lyons.  1767;  Robert  Morri¬ 
son.  (bunder  of  Protestant 
missions  in  China.  Morpeth.  1782: 
John  Burke,  genealogist  and 
founder  of  Burke's  Peerage.  1787; 
King  Camp  Gillette,  inventor  of 
die  safety  razor.  Fond  du  Lac. 
Wisconsin.  1855;  Konrad  Ade¬ 
nauer.  1st  Chancellor  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Republic  of  Germany  1949-63. 


Cologne.  1876;  Humbert  Wolfe, 
poet  Milan,  1886.  (he  also  died  on 
January  5.  London.  1940k  Jack 
Lovelock,  surgeon  and  Olympic 
1.500m  gold  medallist  (1936). 
Cushingtott  New  Zealand.  1910; 
Zulfikar  Ali  Bhutto.  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  of  Pakistan  1971-77,  Larfeana. 
India.  1928. 

DEATHS: 

Edward  the  Confessor.  King  of 
England  reigned  1042-66.  London. 
1066;  Joseph  Gillot.  pioneer  of  the 
steel  pen.  Birmingham.  1873:  Sir 
Ernest  Shaddeton.  explorer.  South 
Georgia.  Antarctica,  1922;  Calvin 
Coobdge,  30th  American  President 
1923-29.  Northampton,  Massachu¬ 
setts;  1933:  Amy  Johnson,  aviatrix. 
on  a  flight  across  the  Thames 
Estuary,  1941;  Sonny  Listen,  boxer, 
Las  Vegas.  1971. 

Pope  Paul  VI  met  Patriarch 
Athenagoras  I  in  Jerusalem,  the 
first  meeting  between  the  leaders 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  Churches  in  more  than  500 
years,  1964. 

One-day  cricket  was  bom  when 
England  played  Australia  at  Mel¬ 
bourne  because  the  Test  match 
had  been  abandoned  after  the 
previous  day's  rain.  1971. 


Latest  wills 

The  .  Han  Simon  Wrinstodk.  of 
London  SW7,  left  estate  valued  at 
E47398.765  net.  He  teft  his  estate 
mostly  to  relatives  and  all  his 
racing  Interests  to  his  father  Lord 
Wanstock. 

The  Hon  Lady  Bower,  of 
Headboume  Worthy,  Winchester. 
Hampshire,  left  estate  valued  at 
£405403  net 

She  left  £500  to  St  Frier*  Church.  Sr 
Mag  Bourne,  nr  Andover,  Hamp- 

Ofiver  George  Whittington,  of 
Liandag  Cardiff,  South  Glamor¬ 
gan,  left  £933,018  net. 

John  Alan  Ledger,  of  Wilmington , 
Honiton.  Devon,  left  £826572  net. 
Lucille  Henriette  Chapfin.  of 
Rogate.  PaersfiekL  Hampshire; 
left  £797564  net 

Rosemary  Joan  Cecil  Watson,  of 
Crandall  Famham,  Surrey.  left 
£647.936  net. 

Adelaide  Jean  Janii&c,  of  Bushey. 
Hertfordshire,  left  £560807  net. 
Pieter  Norman  Bbdtabjt  of  Wal¬ 
ton  on  Thames,  left  £579533  net 
Bernard  Ernest  Eaton,  of  RedhiUL 
Nottingham,  left  £579,865  net. 
Phtricta  Jean  Martui.  of  Salisbury, 
Wiltshire,  left  £643389  net. 

She  left  shares  tn  her  estate  to  the 
National  Trust- 


Church  services  tomorrow 


Second  Sunday  after  Christmas 
ST  ANDREWS  CATHEDRAL  ABERDEEN:  8 
HC;  10.13  s  Euch:  6  JO  Choral  E. 
BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL-9  MP:  9.  IS  HC: 
1 1  Choral  Euch.  Leicester  Sendee  (Sums Ion), 
o  magnum  mynerium  (Morales).  The 
Archdeacon  of  Aston:  4  Choral  E.  The  Lord  ts 
King  (Boyce). 

BRECON  CATHEDRAL-  8  Holy  Euch;  11  M.  Tc 
Deum  (Stanford  In  B  flat).  Love  came  down  at 
Christmas  (Bullock).  Rev  M  Batchelor  3.30  E. 
Tertius  Noble  tn  B  minor.  On  (his  day  earth 
shall  ring  (Stewart). 

BRISTOL  CATHEDRAL  College  Green:  7.40 
M:  8  HC:  10  Choral  Euch:  3  JO  Choral  E- 
CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL  S  HC:  WO  M: 
tCH  5  S  Euch.  Mlssa  Brevis  (Palestrina).  Thou 
knowest  Lord  (Purcelll.  The  Archdeacon  Of 
Canterbury:  3.15  E,  Moeran  In  D.  Christas 
(actus  est  (Bruckner):  6.30  Compline.  Rev  Dr 
M  Chandler. 

CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL  7.45  M;  8  HC:  10 JO 
S  Euch.  wte  schon  leuchtet  der  Morgenstem 
(Bachk  Aston  In  F.  Eastern  monarch*  (Lang). 
The  Dean;  3  E. 

CHELMSFORD  CATHEDRAL  7.30  MP:  8  HC. 
Canon  B  Thompson:  QJO  Euch.  Canon  B 
Thompson:  1 1.15  s  Euch,  Canon  D  Knight;  6 
Choral  E.  Rev  |  Moody. 

CHESTER  CATHEDRAL  10  Family  Euch. 
Aston  in  F.  God  be  In  my  head  (Runer)-  canon 
J  New mme;  1 1.30  Choral  M-Te  Deum  (Dyson 
in  FJ.  When  Jesus  our  Lord  (Mendelssohn). 
Canon  J  Griffith:  3  JO  Choral  E  (or  the  Eve  of 
the  Epiphany  with  devotion  ai  the  Crib. 
George  Dyson  In  F.  The  Three  Kings 
(Cornelius):  6.30  Es.  Canon  DrT  Dennis. 
CHICHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC;  10  M.  Te 
Deum  (Vaughan  williams  In  G),  Jubilate 
(Britten  m  Cj.  foys  seven  [arr.  Flwdiert.  The 
Precentor:  2 1  s  Euch  aCrhe  Epiphany.  Ireland 
In  C.  Infant  Holy  (arr.  WUlcocfo),  Rev  p  side: 
3.30  E:  6  Epiphany  Procession. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL  Oxford:  8 
HC:  10  M  «  Sermon.  Canon  JeOTety:  1 1.15  S 
Euch.  Mlssa  o  Magnum  Mysterium  (victoria). 
O  little  one  sweet  IBachl.  Canon  Q -Donovan:  6 
E,  Dyson  in  D.  This  srany  stranger  (Draytoni. 
COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL-  7.40  MP:  8 
Communion:  10.30  Euch.  Dario?  In  E.  Break 
lonh  o  beauteous  heavn'ly  light  (Bachi. 
, Nativity  Carol  (Rurteri.  In  the  bleak  midwinter 
l Darke i.  Canon  C  Lamb:  5  E  ft  Procession.  All 
my  heart  this  night  rejoices  (Ebellng). 
Sumslon  in  G.  The  three  lungs  (Cornelius). 
What  can  I  Ki»e  him  (Wrigbii- 
DURHAM  CATHEDRAL  8  HC.  The  Dean:  10 
M.  Canon  S  Fediey:  11.15  HC.  Canon  D 
Brown:  3  JOE. 

ELY  CATHEDRAL  8.(5  HC.  Rev  j  McFSriane: 


ich.  Mass  a  4  vod  (Monteverdi), 
laudlbus  (Handl).  Jesu  dulcedo 
4 adden}.  The  Precentor;  3.45  E. 

Mngs 


10.30  s  Euch 
Resoner  In  la 

cordlum  (Madden).  _ 

Fauxboutdon  (Holmes).  The  three 
(Cornelius). 

EXETER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC:  9 AS  S  Euch. 
D)ng  dong  merrily  on  high  (trad).  Ireland  In 
dOlittle  one  sweet  (BachfRev  Reiner;  1 1.15 
M.  Te  Deum  (Smart  in  F),  Torches  Uoubeit}. 
The  Treasurer  3  E.  Loops  ee  Loose  (Komtas): 

6.30  Nativity  Carol  (Rutter).  The  Dean,  s  Euch. 
M  A  ES  sung  by  voluntary  Choir,  E  sung  by 
Chorus. 

GLOUCESTER  CATHEDRAL  8.  12.15  HC 
10.15  Euch.  Wiltshire  Sendee  (Shephard). 
Canon  R  Grey:  3  E.  Walmlslw  In  D  minor. 
Tomorrow  snail  be  my  Dancing  Day 
(Gatdenetf. 

GUILDFORD  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  Rev  Pro!  D 
Martin;  9.45  s  Euch.  Casseda  In  E  minor. 
Regis  tharsis  (Sheppard),  The  Dean;  11.15  M. 
Jubilate  In  E  (Somervelle).  Bethlehem  Down 
(WariocM.  Canon  Dr  M  Palmer;  bJO  E. 
Harwood  In  A  flat.  Whence  Is  that  goodly 
fragrance  (McPhee).  Rev  D  Rhodes. 
LEICESTER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  10  MP:  10.30 
S  Euch:  4  Choral  E. 

LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HC;  1OJ0  S 
Euch.  Da  rite  In  F.  The  shepherd's  farewell 
(Berlioz),  The  Chancellor.  3-30  E.  Responses 
(Rose/.  Dyson  (n  D.  Mary*  lullabylRutrert- 
UNCOLN  CATHEDRAL  7.45  L  8.  12-30  HC 
OJO  S  Euch.  Mlssa  O  quam  Bloriosum 
(Vlnorla).  In  the  bleak  midwinter  (Daricei. 
Subdean;  11.15  M.  Collegium 
(HtnwILs).  The  blessed  Son  of  Cod  (Vau' 
williams).  canon  John  Hanson;  3.45  E.  Vann 
In  E  minor.  A  child  ts  bom  In  Bethlehem 
(MooreeJ- 

UVERFQOL CATHEDRAL  8  MP4  HC:  10 JO 
Euch,  The  Dean:  3  Choral  E-  Canon  M  Wolfe:  4 
HC. 

MANCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8.45  MP.  9  HC 
IOJO  S  Euch.  Darke  in  F,  Ave  verum  corpus 
Canon  P  Dentnr  6 JO  E. 

NEWCASTLE  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  9J0  Sung 
Euch,  Mr  D  Kane:  ti  Choral  £. 

NEWPORT  CATHEDRAL  IOJO  S  EudL 
Mlssa  in  SI  mpl Jdiate  (Unelajs).  God  so  loved 
ihe  world  (Stained;  6.30  Cnoral  E,  Brewer  In 
D.  A  Gaelic  Blessing  (Runeri 
NORWICH  CATHEDRAL  7.JO  MPt  «.  9.(5 
HC:  iojo  s  Euch.  Casdollnl  In  a  minor. 
There  Is  a  rose  (Vann).  A  babe.  I  wyse 
j.  Canon  M  Pertiam:  3  JO  Festal  t  o( 
the  Epiphany  A  Procession  to  the  Crib.  Wood 

in  O.  Eastern  mon:  "  ■'  .  “* 

(Runeri.  Whence 


HC:  IOJO  Euch.  Harwood  In  A  OaL  The 
Treasurer  3  jo  E.  Stanford  in  C  Eastern 
monarchs  (Lang). 

PORTSMOUTH  CATHEDRAL  8  HC;  10 
Parish  Euch.  Mass  of  St  Thomas  (ThomeL,  Msr 
D  Lang:  6J0  E,  Canon  A  Wlnimtotham. 
RJPON  CATHEDRAL  8  Euch:  9  Parish  Euch. 
Rev  P  Driver:  1 1  JO  M:  12J0  Euch.  Canon  E 
Eason:  5  JO  E,  Canon  M  GLarivdle-Smlth. 
SAUSBURY  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  10  Euch. 
Regina  Coe! I  (Victoria).  Ah  ortu  sous  (Ord). 
Canon  3  Osborne;  1 1  JO  M,  Canon  P  Roberts; 
3  E,  Responses  {Bernard  Rose).  Chichester 
service  (Archer):  5  JO  Ordination.  Salisbury 
Singers.  Regina  Coell  (Victoria).  Ab  ortu  sola 
(Bynl).  The  Bishop. 

SHEFFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  10  MP 
1 DJO  Sung  EudL-  6JO  E.  The  Archdeacon. 
SOUTHWARK  CATHEDRAL  9  Euch,  Canon 
H  Cunilffe;  11  Choral  Euch.  Darke  In  Jr,  A 
maiden  most  gentle  (arr  carter).  Nativity 
Carol  (Rutter),  Canon  H  Cunliffe  3  Choral  £. 
Stanfotd  in  C  The  Uftfe  road  to  Bethlehem 
(Michael  Head),  The  Provost:  6JQ  Choral 
Euch.  Mlssa  BrevisjlPalesmna).  Maglvtdetunt 
nellam  (victoria).  The  Provost. 

TRURO  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  9  M;  10  Sung 
Euch,  Darke  in  F.  The  Three  Wngs 
(Cornelius).  The  Dean:  6  E.  Wood  In  E  flat  (no 
‘  “Say.  where  Is  he  bom?"  (Mendelssohn). 
!  Ufirarum. 

WAKEFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  9.15  Parish 
.Canon  I  Rncnu  1 1 
'  ,  A 


rgy,  Kievan  and  tract! nonai  iojo  s  Euch.  Mlssa  Qiwercm 
Itocesan  Bishop  Met  Anthony.  past orl  bus  (Morales).  .  The  Three 

Marna  ret  street.  Wl  .-8.5.1  SIM;  (Cornelius).  Rgv  B_ Wilson;  6  Choral 
TM.  Collcrfum  regale  (HowiHLsi,  service  (Weelkes).  En  nacus  cm  (Praet 
s;  4  JO  EK6  Lessons  and  carols  ■  -ST  JAMES’S.  Ptaadffly:  8  JO  HC  1 1 


iBalmom.  Canon  M  Pertiam:  3  JO  Fesud  \ 

Ipnany  A  Procession  to  the  Crib,  W  _ 
asiem  monarchs  (Long).  Manrs  lullaby 
(Runeri.  Whence  Is  that  goodly  fragrance 
(anon .  trad).  The  Archdeacon:  6  JO  Compline. 
PETEK  BOROUGH  CATHEDRAL:  7  JO  M:6. 15 


(Cornell  i 

ram  c.  New  YeaTcaroV  (Brittenj.  Canon!  knmuTl 

The  Solemn  Euch.  Wood  In  the  Phrygian  mode./ 

“  song  on  the  birth  ol  Christ  rTu  men.  Canon  D 
Baxter  4  Solemn  E.  Hylton  Stewart  in  C  The 
Three  Kings  (Cornelius).  Canon  G  Nalm- 
Briggs. 

WINCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  IOJO,  M. 
Jubilate  (Boycej.  The  star  rone  (Leighton].  Rev 
E  Pnteru  1 1  JO  Rung  Euch,  Mlssa,  O  magnum 
mysterium  (vjetona):  3jo  E,  Bethlehem 
Down  (Warlock).  Canon  P  Morgan. 

YORK  MINSTER: 8. 8.45  HC9J0M;  10 Sung 
Euch.  Darke  tn  E.  canon  Professor  E  Norman: 
tl.30  Sung  Euch.  Harwood  in  A  flat  4  E, 
Murrtlt  in  £.  In  duld  jubdo  (arc  reareaUJ,  The 
Dean. 

ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRAL  Clwyd:  8  HC  1 1 
Choral  Euch.  Darke  tn  E.  V! denies  stellara 
(Poulenc).  The  Dean;  3.30  Choral  E.  When 
Jesus  w as  bora  In  Bethlehem  (Mendelssobn). 
ST  EDMUNDS  BURY  CATHEDRAL  8  HC 
canon  Marion  Minglns  10  Sung  Euch, 
Mathias  In  c.  Lute  Book  Lullaby  ttradT.  Canon 
Martin  Shaw;  11  JO  Choral  M.  Canticles: 
Britten  In  C  Lu  le  Book  Lullaby;  3.30  Choral  E. 
All  they  from  Saba  shall  come  (Handl), 
Canticles,  Noble  In  B  minor. 

ST  PAUL'S  CATHEDRAL  London:  8  HC  &45 


M;  It  Sung  Eudh,  Mlssa  brevis  _ _ _ 

Hodle  Christus  natus  est  (plalnsong). Wolcum 
YoieiCBrinenh  in  the  bleak  midwinter 

Slrtnen).  The  chancellor;  3.15  E.  SI  Paul's 
erviceWlafchly),  Her  B  co  lemon. 

RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CATHEDRAL 
Ennlsmore  Gardens.  London.  SW7:  IOJO 
Divine  liturgy,  Kievan  and  traditional 
polyphony,  Diocesan  Bishop  Met  Anthony. 
AU  SAINTS.  Margaret  street.  W);  S.5, 151M; 
1020  EP:  U  HM.CoUeghun  regale  (Howells), 
Rev  I E  Davies:  4  JO  EPf  6  Lessons  and  carols 
for  Admit. 

all  souls,  ungbam  n«e.  wij9  hc  u 
Canon  J  chapman;  6J0  Canon  J  Chapman. 
THE  ASSUMPTION.  Warwick  street,  Wl:  II I 
Mlssa  o  magnum  mysterium  tyutona). 
Resooent  In  (audibus  (HandQ,  Christmas 
song  (Praetortus). 

CHELSEA  OLD  CHURCH.  SW3:  8  HC:  ID 
Children's  setv.  11  rtrhhC  Rev  DrPElvjcfiE. 
Rev  D  Bean. 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CHURCH.  CDraon  SU 
Wl:  II  Sunday  SchooL 
CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 
Covcnt Garden.  WCZ:  11. 15  Revs  Hood:  12 JO 
HC  6J0  Rev  S  Hood. 

FARM  STREET.  Wl;  8.  OJtt  J2J0.  4.15. 6,15 
LM:  1 1  HM, 

HOLY  TRINITY  BROMPTON,  Brompton 
Road.  SWT.  9  ASB  HC  Rev  S  Downham  11  M. 
Mr  J  Jennings:  5.  7  Informal  S,  Mr  Tun 
SdUweU. 

THE  ORATORY.  Brompton  Rood.  SW7: 7. 8, 9, 
la  11  Mass,  12JO,  4J0.7: 3J0VSB, 
ARMENIAN  AFOSTOUC  CHURCH:  Ivena 
Gdns,  WS:ll  Holy  Mass.  Archbishop  Y 
Glzlrian. 

WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL  (Methods. 
SWi:  1 1  covenant  a  HC.  Rev  Dr  PGraves;  630 
New  Year  worship.  Rev  E  Fletcher. 

ST  ANNE  AND  ST  AGNES  (Lutheran). 
Gresham  SL  EC2: 1 1  Choral  Eutib.  Rev  nul  D 
SchmlegeJ  SwahOJ  HC.  Rev  John  Shsbaya;  7 
Bach  Christmas  Mass,  Leoosaidl  Ensemble. 

Rev  RT  England.  _  _ _ 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT. 
Smith  Held.  EC  l :  9  HC;  1 1  Choral  Mtea 
Lapidaverum  Stephan um  audfortn.  The 
Rector.  6 JO  E.  Fifth  Service  (TomWasi.  Then 


ST  COLU MBA'S  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 
Pont  street,  swt :  1 1  Rev  w  Cal  ms;  6  JO  Rev  W 
Calms. 

ST  ETHELDREDA'S.  Ely  Place:  II  S  Mass. 
Mlssa  Bella  AmOoli  Altera  (Lassus},  omnes  tie 
Saba  (Handl). 

ST  JAMES'S,  Sussex  Gardens.  WZ:  8  Euch; 
IOJO  S  Euch.  Mlssa  Quaercmus  cum 
Three  Kings 
horal  E.  Short 

(Weeikes).  En  natus  est  (Praelorius). 
ST  JAMEsrs.  Piccadilly;  8  JO  HC  1 1  S  Each. 
Rev  D  Reeves  5^45  EP. 

ST  JOHNS.  Stnufortl  E15:  II  FlUnQv 
Communion.  In  din  1st  Freude  (Bach),  Rev 
Wchaxda;  6  jo  evening  Prayer  ft  Praise. 
Richards. 

ST  LUKES.  Chelsea.  SWJ:  10J0S  Brch,  ljUv 
luQafLetehton].  Rev  Sh^ Teresa;  12.15  HC6J0 
E.  The  "Three  Kings  (Cornelius).  Rev  L 
Maiabuia. 

ST  MARKS,  Regents  Park.  Rd.  NWl:  8  HC 
9.45  Family  Communion:  LI  S  Ejoch.  Mlssa  a 
4  (Monteverdi).  Lo  star  led  chiefs  (Crotch).  Rev 
T  Jones.  _ 

ST  MARTIN-fN-THE-nELDS.  WCZ:  8  HC. 
9.45  Euch.  Yen  B  Jacob;  1 1  JO  Visitors.  Rev  c 
Herbert;  1ZJO  HC  Rev  c  Herbert;  ZA 5 
Chinese.  Rev  G  Lee  6  JO  Evening.  The  vicar. 
ST  MARY'S.  Bourne  Sheer.  SWl:  9. 10. 7  LM; 


.  RevD 


shall  a  star  (Mendelssohn),. The  Rector. 

ST  BRIDE'S.  Fleet  Street.  EC4: 1 1  Choral  M  * 
Euch.  Jubilate  (Gibbons  2nd,  service). 
Stanford  In  A 
Oates:  aJO 
D  Uni  tits  (Andr 
Canon  I  Oates. 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES:  1 1  Choral  EudL  Mlssa 
Aeiema  Christl  Munera  (Palestrina),  vox  In 
Rama  (Dering).  Rev  p  Bishop. 


li  KM.  Mlssa  brevis  in  D  minor  (MozanLErS 
Young  6^An  Epiphany  Devotion  a  Solemn 

ST  MARY-THB-VIRGIN,  primrose  FUU:  8  HC 
IOJO  Parish  Euch.  Mhsa  Secunda  (Hassler), 
The  Three  Kings  (Cornell  usL  Rev  J  ovenden:  6 
Choral  E,  Stanford  to  C,  Christos 
(Mendelssohn). 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  PETER  AD  WNCUIA. 
HM  Tower  ol  London:  9. 15  HC.  Rev  P  Abram; 
1 1  Epiphany  Carols.- Rev  P  It  C  Abram. 
CHAPEL  ROYAL  sl  Jaaretfs  Palace:  8  JO  HC 
11.15  S  Euch,  Jesus  Christ  the  apple  tree 
(PosiofQ.  m  Rev  J  Taylor. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL.  Rarapton  Court  Palace  8JO 
HC  (1662R  ii  Choral  Euch.  O  magnum 
mysterium  (Vlaoria).  Here  Is  the  Htue  door 
(Howells);  3 JO  E.  Dorml  Jesus  (Rubbra). 
Waimbley  In  D  minor.  Otnnes  de  Saba 

venlent  (HancK).  _ _  _ 

QUEENS  CHAPEL  OF  THE  SAVOY.  WCZ:  1 1  5 
Euch.  Byrd  (n  three  parts.  The  Chaplain. 

THE  TEMPLE  CHURCH,  Fleet  Street  4J0HC 
11.15  MP.TeDeum  Uudamus  (Thafoen-Ball 


in  B  flat).  Jubilate  Deo  (TTudbexHttU  In  B  Orq. 
lo  surfed  chiefs  (Crotch).  The  Master. 
GUARDS  chapel.  Wellington  Barracks. 
SWI:  1 1  Choral  HC,  Stanfort  in  C  ASound of 
Angels  (Tye).  Band  ol  the  Life  Guards.  Rev  P 
Basher.  -  • 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Tire  Hoo  A_F.  Needham 
and  Miss  LJ.  Stephenson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew,  younger  son  of 
the  Right  Hon  and  Mrs  Richard 
Needham,  of  London.  SWI.  and 
Lindsay,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Lance  Stephenson,  of  Thompson, 
Norfbfk. 

Tbc  Him  Andrew  JoOifiEe  • 
and  Miss  D-I.  Teaie 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Andrew,  younger  son  of 
Lord  and Lady  Hylton,  of 
Amraerdown,  Somerset,  and 
Diana,  younger  daughwr  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Clifford  Teare,  of  Ram¬ 
say,  Isle  of  Man. 

Mr  RA.  Adams 
andDrD-H.  Fnflerton 
The  engagement  s  .  announced 
between  Ross,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  G.B.  Adams,  of  Sydney. 
NSW.  and  Diana,  younger  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  -arid  Mrs  P.G.P.D. 
Fullerton,  of  Cuddesdon. 
Oxfordshire: 

Mr  G.  Bairn ert 
and  Miss  S.  Dee 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Gregor,  only  sot  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Matthias  Bamert.  of 
London  and  Switzerland,  and 
Samantha,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr 
Michael  Dee.  of  Jersey,  and  Mrs 
Pamela  Dee:'  of  Gloucestershire. 

Mr  EJ.  Christie 
and  Miss  AJ-  Lagden 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Edward,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Martin-  Christie,  of 
Bristol,  and  Annabel  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mis  Timothy  Logpen,  of 
Speldhurst,  Kent. 

Mr  R-Cotbun 
nd  Miss  D.  Mason 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ron.  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  - 
Ronald  Cottam,  of  CntnaD  Green, 
and  Dee.  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
George  Mason,  of  Hardebury. 

Mr  M.G  Dantikfa 
and  Miss  EJL  Booth:. 

.  The  engagement  is  onnottneed 
between  Marc  Christian,  ddo- son 
of  Mr  WOfried  Dautfich.  of 
Dulwich,  and  Mrs  Ethel  Ingesftrd . 
Dautfich,  of  Brighton,  and  Elinor 
Katherine,  younger  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  John  Booth,  of 
Wimbtedon- 
Dr  AJ.  Donne 
and.  Dr  ILL.  Gray 
The  engagement  is-  announced 
between  Adam,  son  ofMr  and  Mis  ; 
Adam  Doone.  of  Crewe,  Cheshire, 
and  Rosemary,  daughter  of 
Ueutmant-Cokroel  and  .Mrs 
Stephen  Gray,  of  '  RacQett. 
Hertforddiire  .  ■ 

Mr  AJD.  Daxmnore. 
and  Miss  RJC.  Stevenstm 
Tbe  engagement  is  announced 
between  Atui.  eider  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Kenneth  Dunsmore.  of  Pais¬ 
ley.  Renfrewshire;  and .  Rachel, . 
elder  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Hugh  Swenson.  *  *  of '  Ascot. 

Berkshire:  — -.  . - - 

Mr  R.W.  Sfewurt  -  - - - 

and  Miss 

The  engagement .  is  announced 
betwem  'Rdlxrt.'  son  of  Dr  and 
Mrs  AhmStewarL  of  Lymtngmn. 
Hampshire,  and  Claire,  da  lighter 
of  Mr  and  Mis  Geoud  Henry,  of  - 
Campste  Glen,  Stirlingshire. 
UcBtenaot  MJ.  WflKains.  RN, 
and  Miss  R.  AmbtAadn  . 

The  engageraent  is  announced 
between  Mervyn  John,  only  son  of 
Mr  and  ■  Mrs  M.  Williams,  of 
Maidstone.  Kent  and  Rebecca, 
only  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  F. 
Amin-Amin.  of  Kenley,  Surrey- 


Major  J-M-  Hanuftori,  KOSB/^T 
retd, 

and  Miss  M.KJK  Brydcn 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Michael  Hamilton,  of  2 
Learmonth  Court,  Edinburgh,  and 
Mary  Katherine  Stewart,  second 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  GlS.' 
Biyden,  of  Mans&id,  Melrose. 

Mr  D  J.F.E.  Harlow 
and  Mbs  DJ.  Steel  • 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Dominic,  eldest  ran  of  Mr 
C.  Harlow,  of  Kendal,  and  Mrs  U; 
Morgan,  of  Bristol,  and  Deborah,' 
eldest  daughter  of  lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  and  Mrs  R-  Steel,  of  Upper 
Welland.  Worcestershire.  ~  . 

Mr  MJR.  McMaster 
and  Miss  R.E-  Howard 
Tire  engagement  is  announced.’ 
between  Midiael  Robert,  elder  son 
of  Professor  and  Mrs  Paul 
McMaster.  of  Mosdey,  Birm¬ 
ingham,  and  Rachel  -  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Ivan 
Howard,  of-  Hodge  H31  Bfrtri- 
ingham. 

Mr  CH.  Morton 
and  Mbs  GX.  Ndrgaard  Jensen 
The  engagement  is  aimounced- 
b«ween  Clive,  only  son  erf  Mr  and 
Mrs  G.H.  Motion,  of  Match. 
Cambridgeshire,  and  Georgia, 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr  J^Norgaarri 
Jensen,  of  Paris,  and  Mrs  K.V.*- 
Jensen,  of  London.  ( 

Mr  M.G.  Rhodes 
and  Miss  M.R.  Mackeriae  Smith  '■ 
.The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Matthew,  elder  son  of  Mr  i 
Robert  Rhodes,  QC  and  Mrs  - 
Mark  Lawentbal,  of. London,  and.. 
Margaret,  younger  daughter  of  die, 
late  Mr  David  Mackenzie  Smith  ' 
and  of  Mrs  David  Mackenzie 
Smith,  of  ISfethybridge.  fnvemess- 
.  shire.  ..  - 

Mr  RJ.  Stricfiffe 
and  Miss  A.K.  Greondade 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard,  younger  son  of. 
Mr  and  Mrs  Alan  SuidUEe,.  ol. 
Kendal  Curitbria.  and  Andrew, 
elder  daughter  of  Mr  David 
Greensiade.  of  Sevenoaks.  Kent. 
and  of  the  late  Mrs  Gisda ' 
Greensiade. 

Mr  JJ.  Waters 
and  Miss  F^.  Baldwin 
Tbe  engagement  is  announced' 
between  Jeffrey,  elder  son  of  Mr 
are!  Mrs  Leslie  Walen,  of  Bris- 
.  bane.  AustniUa.  mid  Fiona,  twin;, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  -Mrs  Julian 
Baldwin.,  of  'Bury  St  Edmunds,  . 
Suffolk.  '  .  7 

Mr  DJ.  Wfitis  . 
andMiw  NJ  ELIJoyd 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between.  David  John,  only  son  of 
Mr  arid  Mrs  J.  WDlis.  of  Marlow.' -' 
Buddnghamshrre.  and  Nk»la  • 

■■ I'Estrar^e.  only  daughter  of€ap? 
tain  ac  Lloyd,  CBE.,  RN;  (rf. 
Petcrsfield.  Hampshire,  and  of  the 
late  Mrs  Suzanne  Lloyd. '  . . 

Mr  S.N.M.  Wood*-  !  . 

-and  Mis*  ICE.  Brookies 
The .  ^ngMement.  annottnewi-. 

.  Mr.  and 

Mrc  Michael  .woods,  of  Winmfe- 
don.  London;;  :and  -  Karris  eider  i 
daughter  of  . '  .  Mi  '  arid  '  Mrt 
Raymond  Brtxjkes;  of®atihcriiii.;  ' 
London.  •  •  T  \.i' ...  i' 

Mr  SuP-  YeandJe  ‘ .  \ y '  T  '■ 
mol  Miss  LA,  Carter/" -' 

The  engagement  fc  injaooncpd  . 
between  Simon,' sot 7af-Mj$stf  i' 
Mrs  Geoffrey  Yeancfie,"'of 
Bedwisden.  Rent,  and  Tjtwjse,.; 
daughter  of  Mr  and'Mrs^ftmce.  ' 
Carter,  of  Queanbeysai.  ^New  ' . 
,  South  Wales,  Australia.-:  ' 


Universily  news 

Cambridge 

Corpus  Christi  College 
Ejected  info  Honorary  Fellow¬ 
ships:  Sir  Campbell  Adamson. 
Professor  Richard  Gregory,  FRS. 
Mrs  Dorothy  Donnelley. 

London  School  of  Economics 
The  fofowzng  haws  been  elected 
Honorary  Fellows: 

Dr  John  Ashworth,  Chairman. 
British.  Library  Board,  Director. 
Granada  Group,  Director,  J 
.  Sainsbvuy.  Lord  Bauer.  FBA,  LSE 


Professor  Emeritus;  Mr  ;  Charles';: 
'Yeh  Kwang  Lee,  Lawyer  Member 
of  tire  Council  of  the  Sftjdk'Ej?.;. 
change  of  Htmg  Kong;  Lard  ] 
fpsdot.  President,  S  G  Waj 
Vivien  Stem,  Former r! 

National  Association  for  i 
and-  Resettlement'  of 
Member.  Advisory  Cbunrifcl 
brvlgn  Institute  erf 
Member,  Advtsoty  i 
Studies'  Institute; 

Edward  'Anthony  'Wrqiey, . 
Master.  Corpus  CbristL  Ca 
Cambridge,  Professor  ci EcnriQgitc_ 
History,  Cambridge. 


BMDS:  01716806880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171 481_i982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


Than  Peter  am  to  Jmbs  and 
naked.  XotO,  bow  ottea  am  I 
to  foxgtve  ray  brother  If  he 
goes  on  jnongtog  meT  As 
many  as  seven  UiikiP  fesns 
replied,  1  do  not  raj  seven 
rimes  but  seventy  times 
seven".  Matthew  18  :  21^3. 


BIRTHS 


NUDKUtMOIAIRaUH  -  On 
2lit  December  at  Tbe 
Fastload  Hospital,  to  VMa 
and  Javld.  a  daughter,  a 
sister  foe  tamab. 

BLACK  -  On  Deeerabar  30tb.  to 
Andrew  and  Sharon  (nde 
Bridgman),  a  beautiful 
daughter,  Annabel  Tara 


GOTO  ROVE  -  On  December 
30th  1 996.  to  Nicholas  and 
Diane  (u*e  Barty),  a 
daughter.  Abigail. 

PftWIOWS  -  On  December  31st 
1 996  mi  St  Thomas' 
fiaspitai.  to  Teresa  and  Ian. 
a  sod,  Chartos  Timothy,  a 


LAI  HONDO.  -  On 
31st,  to  Allison 
nelly)  and  Mark,  a 
GobtieDe  May. 

On  December  27  th 
ore,  to  rmwi  (nee 
and  Philippa,  a 
i  Abigail  Naomi 


OVER  -  On  2nd  Jommry,  to 
[teway  and  Martin,  a  son, 
rsty  EegiaaW,  another 
nddy  for  daddy  and  a  wish 
soma  mm  lor 

an*-  On  Boring  Day,  at  The 
loyal  Frae,  Hampstead.  » 
tasu  (nee  Mettle)  and 
grebaeL  a  daogbter,  Amelia. 


lTA  - On  29th  December  at 
elan  and  Wessmlnater 
ispltal.  to  Eelfco  and 
royaso.  a  mm,  SMnieht. 
lOSOff  -  On  28ch 
c ember,  to  Nlch  and 
potynCndeDnaarn&nwm, 
ntd  Thomas  Andrew,  a 
Him  far  &afly  and  AUca. 
M  -  Tbe  Fbat  Now  Yter 
»,  bom  at  The  Portland 
spiral,  on  Jen  nary  1st 
97  at  12.06  am  to 
Hod  and  methar  Khan, 
melons  daughter;  a  batrc 
nr  to  Uehak.  Welcome  to 
r  Urn,  a  new  y«mr  and 
[l, a  Hah,  a  wonderful 
rue.  We  fo*e  I*®- 
1  -  On  28  th  December,  to 
rine  and  Johnnie 
atthewL  twba  danghMin. 
nnocand  KaUkiHb^  half- 
tms  for  Aitea  ami  Cluilla. 


BIRTHS 


i  hmn 

to  Caroline  (M«  Pelham- 
Lane)  and  Jallan,  a  son.  Coy 
John  fniham 


■  On  30th  _ 

1996,  to  Jonathan  and 
Melanie  (nde  H1113.  a 
daughter.  Haslet  Grace,  a 
slater  and  accomplice  for 
Wiliam. 

ROBERTSON  -  On  November 
15th  in  London,  to  Sum 
and  Graham,  a  son,  fonattan 
Hngo  Edward  Griffin,  a 
brother  for 


SMITH  -  On  lannary  2nd  1997 
at  The  Hoyal  Sussex 
Hospital,  to  T radio  and 
Charlie,  a  daughter.  Holly 
Annlse. 

Tunm  -  on  nawitw  ipu» 
at  Traffotd  General 
Hospital.  Manchester,  to 
Leslie  (a de  DonaeUy)  and 
Duncan,  a  beanttful 
dmghur,  Laomn  Anthea. 

VILHELM  SEN  .  Qn  30th 
December  at  The  Portland 
HoeptteL  n  Yvonne  and  Ian. 
a  Mirc  Qtdstopbtt- 


EMERALD 

ANNIVERSAIRES 


OARKSON  -  Frankie  and  yen  - 
round  world  yacht  les  of 
Appledora  England  at  St 
Mar  Chariton  Stags  -  5th 
January  1942. 


DEATHS 


JUTKEN  >  Harry  Kerr  1IC  - 
Peacefully  after  a  long 
Hines*  bravely  borne  oa  2nd 
January  at  The  County 
Hospital.  Grifdtbstown. 
Moaauwt  before-  Service  at 
Gwent  Crematorium. 
Cwmbran  on  Friday,  lOtb 
Jan  nary  at  2.40  pm. 
Donations  if  dealred  to 
County  Hospital  CHahbtuy 
Wild}. 

BBLUM  -  Beatrice  as  New 
Tear's  Day  suddenly  and 
peacefully  ha  Rome. 


DEATHS 


BMWUMMU  -  On  January 
1st  1997  suddenly  at  hams 
HDary  aged  Bd  years.  Widow 
of  Brigadier  R-E.  Bagnall- 
Wttd  RL  Loved  Matriarch  of 
four  generations.  Funeral 
Service  at  St  Petea  Church. 
Hhrdwfct  an  Thuraday  9th 
January  at  10.30  am, 
followed  by  private 
cremation  at  Eariham 
Crematorium.  Family 
flowers  only  please,  hot 
donations  if  desired  to  St 
DmKam  h^uiw  foe  qm  Ex 
Service  Blind,  e/o  Lang 
Stratton  Funeral  Service, 
Flint  Long  S&aiUuv 

Norwich,  Norfolk. 


BonrnnwcK  -  of  that  nk  jedvn 

Henry  Stoart  23rd  Lord 
Bortbwick.  PMeifclly  on 
30th  December  1996, 
short  matt*,  in  his  9 
'  of 

Service  at  Bartbvric* 

an  Tuesday  71 

lUO  am.  Private 
Family 

Dowers  <mly. 


nglas 

llaaweU,  an  December  30th 
1996.  Laved  husband  of 
(Uwen  and  father  of  Lacy 
and  Helen.  Funeral  at 
Martlake  Crematorinm  on 
lOthet  UL30  pm. 
flowers  only. 


CHOWN  -  PfaylUa.  on 
Pm  amber  23th.  peaoefhlly 
at  home  In  Broadway. 


loved  wile  of  Dick 
mother  ol  Christine.  Private 
family  funeral  haa  taken 

place. 


COTTMOL  -  Sarah,  on  Is* 
jnaoarr  1997,  bravely  bet 
gently,  so  deeply  loved. 
Funeral  noon  8th  January, 
The  Holy  Trinity.  Ecktngten. 
Flowers  or  donations,  for 
Boyal  Marxian  Hospital, 
may  be  sent  to  E,  HiU, 
Fershorc.  WR10  1BZ. 


COWAN  -  William  Graham 
MBE  aged  77  peacefully  In 
his  home  at  FowBs  Wester 
on  let  January  1997, 
beloved  husband  of  Ann  and 
much  loved  lather  of  am. 
Archie  and  Kate  and 
grandfather  of  Tommy, 
Harry,  laobel  and  Lucy. 
Service  of  Thanksgiving 
followed  by  interment  on 
Tceedny  7ib  January  at 


at  ISO  pm.  FamBy  flowera 

only  but  donations  to 


78 

BC3N8JB. 

OOWEM  -  On  WHUam  Wolf, 
KBE,  on  3 1st  December 

1996.  Beloved 

tbe  late  Sylvia 

of  Iflc  ha»|  ast 

grandfather  of  Adam  end 

David.  Cremation  Sanrlea  as 


Monday  13th  Janum 

at  11.4S  am.  Flos 


Charitable  Treat,  99-119 

BoMbery  Avenue,  London 

BC12  4BE.  All  emRdxlesbi  P. 

Hardy,  tab  (013711 810324. 

DAVIES  -  David  Gerafaxr  Owen, 

of  Tauxigny,  37310,  ladn- 

et-Lolze.  Prance,  on  2nd 
fonoaiY  1997,  aged  73,  after 
a  Iona  illness .  beloved 

hnebend  of  Sybil  end  mtp- 

Cather  of  CaH.  rormeriy  a 

Chef  da  Bureau,  Agenda 

Franca  Prcas^  OtvaUrdi 

la  Ldgioa  dlManeus. 

DUKE  -  foan  (faraway  Daly 


2nd  January  tn  her  79th 

yen.  Beloved  wffo  of  Cecfl. 

betoved  mother  of  Alexandra 

Bodtaan  and  Michael  tttiy, 

beloved  mother-in-law  of 

Margaret  and  Josef  and 

loving  granny  of  Edward. 

victoria,  Douglas,  Stephan 

and  Baaaor.  Will  he  aaCStj 
missed  by  her  extended 

family  and  all  hex  many 

friends.  Service  of 
Thanksgiving  at  St 
iMwazffs  Quota,  Seafood. 

at  1  JO  pm  on  Tuesday  14th 

January,  to  be  fallowed  by 

cwnnatinn  at  tha  amtboniwe 

Crematorium  at  230  pm. 

Family  flower*  only  hut 

dwmtlona.  if  desired,  to  St 

Wilfrid’s  Hospice. 

Eastbourne  rib  ftuAuil  and 

Newhnven  Funeral  Service. 

22  Sntton  Bood.  Seaford, 

Ew&tnu,  tot  (01323) 


EVANS  -  Tim  Ht.  BevtL  Edward 

Lewis,  WMWtra  BhdMQi  of 

Barbados,  died  pwcefatly  at 

Martyn  Lodge;  HenffeM.  an 

Monday  December  30th 

1996  aged  92.  Panraal  win 

take  place  at  St  Peter's 

Church,  Woodmancote,  at 

llton  Friday  January  10th. 
Family  flowers  only. 
Donations  If  desired  to 

Codtingtoo  College  Trust, 

Barbados,  e/o  Bishop  of 
Croydon,  St  Katlbow’s 
House,  100  George  Street, 
Cmydoa.  CKO  1PJ. 

Bnmjaa  •  riiimirv  pnHr™» 
aged  B7  peaceTuUy  at  St 

George's  Nursing  Home, 

CobhJUB,  Surrey,  on  31st 

December  1996.  . 

RS  St  Tb 

and  friend.'  Cremation 
GtriOdfoid  Crematorium  at 
1230  pm  on  January  Bth 
1997.  Thanksgiving  Service 
to  be  arranged.  Family 
only.  Donations  fit 


MID  Eosd.  Cnhham,  Saner 

ml  3AL,  tab  (01932) 
862009. 

GRAKMVQC  -  Dr.  Ovdstopher 
IfoWt.  peacfoully  on  1st 
January  aged  BO.  General 
PactMoasr  far  many  yeses 
la  Eenringion-  Father  of 
Timothy,  Melanie  and 
Bush  i  ns  i  y  and 

Sarah.  Eritfly  and  PWHppa. 
Funeral  Service  on 
Wednesday  8tb  Jmwaty  at  Sr 
Colombo's  Church,  Font 
Street,  SWI  at  2-30  pm 
followed  by  cremation  et 
Putney  Wtia.  Family  flmren 
only  phase.  Panorama  saw 
be  made  to  the  Talking 
Newspapers  Association  of 
the  UK  or  Purara  Hope  (UE), 
rio  Ih.  Seayoo.  " 

Bgo&WB  <SU 
937-0757. 

uiBwen  .  Stanley  Fran* 

peoesfuDy  28th  December 
aged  83  Team.  Husband  of 
Anne  for  S9  years,  loved 
ffober  and  ijiundfathec. 

HAKUM  -  William  Harvey. 
Wtag  Commander  PPC,  BAF 
retd,  es  Britigdi  BA  Captain, 
dear  hmbead  of  Margeret 
(nde  HalUwelf).  father  of 
jane  and  Undy,  died  on 
December  29th.  Cremation 
private.  No  flowers  bat 
danations  to  1AF  Beasvoleat 
Fuad,  if  derixetL 


Tat  (0171) 


HAWKINS  -  John  Charles. 

»  of 

of  Mask, 

mh  brat 

24th  Decomber  1996. 


West 


t- John  Bank  FBCS.  Ool 

1st  Ian  nary  1997  after  a 

short  illness.  Beloved 
1  of 


and  bees.  By  sp 

private  fiuu£y  i 

Wednesday  8 


today  Bth  January, 

4pm  at  Horse  load 
Crematorinm,  Bedford. 


South  Beds  Hospice  or 

Masonic  qmrftira  may  be 

sent  e/o  Mdlle  Funeral 

Service.  The  Old  Church, 

Fill  wick  Bond,  AmpthlU, 

Bods.  MX 4 5  2 NT.  Talt 
(PIS25)  406132. 

HOBAOTTCHBOWIE  -  Bogota 
on  2nd  Jmannry  1997  in 
Chriuchnrcfl.  Now  BiwfcHUl, 
aged  84.  Mnch  loved 
husband  of  the  Iom  Jeon 
Ho  bart-Tlch  borne  end 
father  of  Bsyaa  end  Mnhaad. 
Also  grandfather  of 
Benjasun,  Hngo,  Gay, 
Bethan  and  Allee.  werimmly 
Uved  tn  East  Attica  fox  many 
jiiiti  end  proudly  carried  on 
the  family  motto  of  Pugna 
pro  PaTila  nmmal  Service 
«n  4ch  foaaiy  1997. 

HVOUN*  -  Henry,  aged  82  of 
Oxford.  Peacefully  on 
Sunday  December  29th  wbh 
his  tamllr  in  Afowlvy  Edge 
Cheshire.  Funeral  Mass  at  St 
Gregory  k  St  Augustine 
Cfohottc  Church,  Woodstcdt: 
loud,  Oxford  au  Friday 
ternary  10th  at  1L30  am. 
Bo  (W«in  please  but  If 
dealred,  donations  to  the 
Muscular  Dystrophy  Society 
rio  Albert  R  Slack,  84  Soura 
Oak  Lane,  WUmalow, 
Cheshire,  SX9  6AT.  Tel: 
01628  S2&  063. 


LUCAS  -  BantU,  died 
peacefully  on  Hew  Yeats  Ere. 
Loving  and  dearly  loved 

mother,  grandmother  and 


Edwin,  Christine,  John  and 

fftrf-ifl  fc—lllaa 


MARTIN  -  Geoffrey  of 
Blnndellsands.  Liverpool, 

peacefully  at  the  London 

CUnlc  on  December  30th. 

1996  aged  76.  Served  tn  rim 


Wax  n.  Death 


sloved 


hHaw  of  Wbdfted  and  the 

late  Albert  PowaU.  Firaezal 
Service  at  Southport 
Ciesratorlunt  on  Monday 
13th  Jhmmry  et  12  noon. 

only  please 

to  The  cme 

Protection  League, 

Southport  and  District 

Branca,  may  be  seat  to 

Braadbenta  end  Seddons 

Funeral  Services,  33 
Liverpool  Road,  Blrtcdal*. 
PR8  4 AG,  COD  £0170*} 
5&0066. 


HADMOBI  -  Ylctox  Charles 

died  sadfamly  bi  Cambridge 

an  31st  Dscambsc.  Bubsad 

of  the  late  Matgorai  and 

fatter  of  Pamela  and  COUn. 

Print*  cremation.  A  Service 

of  Tbanksglrtnfl  wfll  be  held 

at  the  tfaitanaa  Church, 
Cambridge,  an  lEth  ftriOMy 
at  230  pm. 
only. 


ROGERS  -  Patrick,  dearly 
brioved  bustmnd  of  Dorothy 
aad  father  of  dam  suddenly 
and  psaeafoD*  at  Hangieum. 
Hove,  on  29th  December 
1996  aged  75.  Private 
cremation.  Funeral  Service 
at  St  Helen's  Church, 
Hangkron.  on  Thursday  9th 
January  at  2J30  pm.  Ho 
flowem  plaase.  Donations  If 
wished  to  UXJ.  e/e 
Bungard  A  So  as  Ltd,  90 
Saekvme  Road,  Efeve,  BN3 
SHE. 


SHAVE - Ena  Ifay  December 

30th  aged  90  years,  after  a 

prolonged  Hlnora.  Beloved 
vtifo  of  dm  lam  Dr.  Donald 

Shave  of  Chichester  and 

Brentwood.  Lovina  mother  of 

Christine,  ohism  and  John, 

said  grandmother  to  their 
children-  Cremation  at 

(teobtidge  Crematorium  qn 

January  9th.  at  2J5  pm. 

Family  dowers  only. 


the  Alabalmer**  Disease 

Society,  do  Alfred  Scales 

ltd.  The  OM  Fbe  Station. 

Buntingf ord.  Herts.  SG9 

9HT,  mt  ©1763)  274111. 
SINCLAIR  -  Dario,  Actor,  died 

peacefully  31st  December  in 

Hove.  Arrangements 
Wood  vale  Crematorinm, 

Brighton,  January  6th  at 

1,45pm.  No  flowers. 
Dona  rirms  Casern-  Research. 
TREVOR  -  On  New  tear's  Dev 
suddenly  at  home  Cteries 

Edwin  Hjn-Trevor,  4th  Baton 

Trevor  In  bis  69th  year. 

much  loved  father  of  Chutes 

and  lain.  Funeral  at  St 

Mary's  Church,  Chirk,  at 

1030  am  on  Friday  10tn 
Jteuary  1997  followed  by 

memuHam  at  Pmunsbyefcon. 

Wtexham.  Family  Ctowera 

only.  Donations  in  Uso  to 

League  of  Friends  Robert 

Jones  and  Agnes  Kant 

Orthopaedic  Hospital  and 

LHBnt  of  Frleads  of 
Wremumi  KmIot  Hospital 

nr  rfTTt* 

ChJtt.  Wrashaaa.  (016915 

772462. 


-  Suddenly  on  1st 

January  1997  Katherine 

Boss,  longest  daughter  oC 
id  and  Helen  Writer, 


^QU&So 


aunt.  Funeral  Service  at 

Christ  Church,  Church 

CtOOfcfcam,  Hampshire,  on 

Wntnssftay  IStb  January  at 

10-30  am,  followed  by 

a*  tbe  church.  Fkraen  cfo  A 

ft  W  Goddard  Ltd,  Kent " 

Fhmt,  Bants,  tab  “ 
616431. 

WETTOH 

1st 

Man  . 

Widow  of  Wag 

WSLWottoa.  Private  foneml 

on  14th  January,  Cowers  to 
Mammary,  31  Devons  hire 
Bead.  Bacilli!,  East  Sussex, 
TN40  1AH.  A  Memorial 

Service  will  be  held  In 

tn 


WORM  -  Constance  EUrabeth 
.  (Betty),  beloved  wife  of 
Tommy,  mnch  lowed  aunt 
nd  great-aunt,  died 
peacefully  31st  December 
whilst  staying  with  hex 
family  la  SaHstrory.  Funeral 
Service  at  Is  Ur  of  Wight 
Crematorium  on  Monday. 
13th  January  «  1  pnu  AH 
I  W  U.  ShesgoM 
328966. 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


MMCIH)  -  A 

celebrating  (be  Ufa  of 

Lewis  'Maned  "  ( _ 

February  19 16 -28th 

PeOBwbex^iypdJ.  Beloved 

BID.  passman.  SoUcltor, 

Fnutertlal  General 


27th  January,  mz3J30^M 

flowers  by  request,  but 

daytiatm^in  flea  may  be 

Dartmouth 

Brira aais  Avenue, 

teoteWb.  Devon,  106  91*. 
Further  details:  Ferring 

Funeral  Service. "  tel; 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


BODEMHAM  -  Denis.  Tbe 

J&snLsgivtag  Service  win  he 

haidon  Friday  IPth  January 

At  Tbc  vtiuirl)  of  of  May 
UagdaW.  Sioti  Blfi 
Bristol,  at  12  noon.  ; 


inmemoriam— 

PRIVATE 


BUIHSILAIID  -  Christopher 
4th  January  1995.  In 
and  ever  loving 


constant 

mammy. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  . 


a  warm  may  school  m  tiw 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


_ _ J  20fl|  CO  )NV  -ft. 

.in  tea  1*  MIC 


pomto; 

CHEAT  DEATH 

WitfaioiM*  nmnh  «■«•> 

Bess:  Sotio  legsdsK;  - 

NxnbHAL. 


m  MEjMS 


,  HESEARCH  RJHD 

SAntmra  Cotrt,  OtldHhf 
..Road, Huntingdon,  - 
Ostllbfk^— ftfea  PE38  6XQ 
TbhphOQS  014B0  *54SZB 

Rmghnm*dChvkyfiB.2SZeB2 


IN  MEMORIAM — 

private  " V- 


.  EtIOT,  V 

THOMAS  STEARNS: 

.  ,  .4tb  Jsmnuj  lQdS  ' 

‘Wc  die  with  die  dying!  - 

See,  they  depart,  sad  we 

.  with  Hvm 

We  are  bom  widi  die  ‘defat 

See,  they  return,  and  bring 
08; with  them.:. 

*  -VatoiAi 
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V.  i  ^ 


m.  widow  of 
Sir  William  Empson,  .. 

died  on  December  22 
aged  81.  She  was  bom  on 
September  18, 19B. 


s 


' 

*V 


cufptor,  political  activ¬ 
ist,  adventurer  and  so¬ 
cialite,  Hetta  Empson 
was  one  of  the  last  of 
the  grand  old  Bohemians: 
Georgfr  Orwell  would  have  left 
his  first  wife  for  her  but  she 
told  him  not  to  be -silly; 
Instead,  for  almost  forty  years, 
she  enjoyed  a  cheerfully  ujv 
conventional  marriage  to  the 
critic  and  poet,  Vkfilfiain- 
Empsoru  giving.,  .him  .  the 
“backing  and  stiffening”  he 
wanted  from  a  wifc:  until  his 
death  in  1984. .  •  -  ‘ 

hi  South  Africa  in  the  J930s, 
she  campaigned  on  behalf  of 
blades.  In  London  during- the 
war  she  drove  an  ambulance 
through  the  Blitz  and  broad¬ 
cast.  British  propaganda,  in 
Afrikaans.  In  China  she 
backed  the  Communists  at  the 
■'»  i/  '  ”tirns  of  the  dvil  war.  And  in 

-  •*..’*  her  postwar  Harripstead-  hey- 

-  day, .  as  described  by  Felix 

'  Topolski  (for  whom  site  had 
- C."  :*  ; «tce  posed  nude),  she  was  “an 
,v‘‘-  impressive  stomping.  far  from 
'  -  >h  _  motheriy  personage",  presid- 
.i- ing  over  a  lively  salon  where 

•  the  guests  ranged  from:poets 
to  politicians.  and  even  the 

"  •  lodgers  seemed  destined' for 

-•  •  ‘  distinction. 

•  Hester  Henrietta  Crouse 

■— t  was  born  in  Kroonstad,  a 

•  small  town  in  the  Orange  Friee 

State,  where  her  father  was  a 
;**  \,.K  cattle  dealer.  Her  family 
traced  its  ancestry  back,  to  a 
Huguenot  refugee  -  named 

-  David  S6nficaf  (Senecfaal), 

•  .  bom  in  Dieppe,  who  arrived 

in  South  Africa  in  the  last 

-  «  decade  of  the  17th  century. 

“  married  a  Parisienne  in  1694. . 
•„  -  -  .  and  sired  11  children. 

’  Brought  up  a  member  of  tiie 

S.  '  Dutch  Reformed  Church  (“I’m  - 
a  lapsed  Lutheran^,  Hetta 
studied  humanities  at  Bloem-  ■ 
fontetn  University  and  went 
1  *-v-  on  to  Cape  Tom^ydnae  she . 

worked  as  an  "apprentice 
.  :_i  sculptor.  Then  she  took  off  for 

-  •  •  .  Germany,  where  she  studied 
;r-  art  in  Munich. 

-..’.is  On  returning  to  South  Afii 
=  ca.  she  earned 


pubUdty  manager  for  a  news- 
.papa:.  She  also  .turned  into  a  " 
tefrwtn^  activist,  and  during  a 
period-  m  .'iohannesburg .  be- 
.  canw-  foffy  inyrf^f  in  ^tiw.  ‘ 

•  ;  African  situation;  she’ 

or^mised  ’fte.  laundry  work-  - 
erif  union.  ■ 

■  When  postedtoa  grimBttle^ 

.  town  in  ,fhe‘  Northern  Trans?  /: 
vaaL&he  befrierajedthe  local  :1 
pfenning  q3ouifonityf:  whidr 
ipchided  nuuryr  Jewish  formf  ; 

. :  os,  and  .persuaded  toon  -to 
■  give  financial  support  to'com- 
bat  foe  prevalent  Brown  Shirt  . 
movement.  In  CapeTown  and 
Joharin<sburg.  ^te  latersakl. 
she  had  qjme  uiider  fee  influ-  ’ 
ence  of“sairit-fike  people"  in-  - 
the  Ctomfliunist  movement, 
.and  felt  inspired  by  them -to  ' 
“hdp  ite'  blacks  •  to  recognise  : 
'their worth  and  organise 
tbemsdvesihto  unionsr..  •  • 

Buf  she  was  also  a  passion-  ‘ 
ale  artist,  and  kinged  to  nsil 
.  the  galleries  ofEurope.  To  titat 
end,  she  got  together  with  a 
feUowartSt,  ®en£  Graetz.  and 
they  “dida  dirty  thing"  to  raise 
matey;  they  cashed  in  an  fee. 
centenary  of  the  Great  Trek  of  . 
1836  by  designing  anunraver- 
rary  tie.  After  buying  just  one 
tie  for  Js6d  and  -seiifog  ft  for  . 
3s6dL  they  were  in  business,  • 
printing  ties  day  and  night  As 
.  soon  as  they  had  amassed  £40 . 
each^theytook  steerage  on  a 
-  steamer.  After  a  while  in 
FranceandSwhzexfond.  Hetta 
journeyed  alone  , to.  London, 
where  she  did  menial  jobs.  .  • . 

•\  Ontheoutbreakof  war.  she_ 
undertook  to  drive  an  sunbu-  ’ 
lance  forthe  ARP,  which  fee; : 
continued  to  doy  bravely  anti 
resffien%  —  eijfet  hours  oru. 
right  hours  off  ~  Throughout, 
the  eigh^antfa-half  rqonfhs  of 
the  Butt  drat  began  in  Sfcptern- . 

•  ber  1940.  Because  of  her  pro- 
Soviet  loyalties,  she  felt  unable 
.  to  lake  a  more  active  pari  in 
the  war  effort  alfeat  stage,  Bpt 
Hitter's  betrayal  of  the  Russo-.; 
German Pactritanged  allthat. 

She  answered  fee  BBC's . 
advertirement  for  a  speaker  of 
Afrikaans ^and  became  a  pro- 
pagaiKhsfc  She  worked  oh  two.: 
regular  transmissk)^  a  wom¬ 
en's-  magazine  programme, 
and  a  pifey  prqpagaHtto.  piece, .. 
broadcast  under  fee  pseud- 


LADY  EMPSON 


■combating  German  propa¬ 
ganda  beamed  at  South 
Africa:  ... 

It  was  at  fee  BBCi,  training 
unit  that  she  met  William 
Empson.  He  was  attracted  by 
her  tall  and  .  slender,  good 
forics,  her  vivarity,  and  force  of 
character;  fee  was  taken  by 
his  intelligence  and  wit  They 
became  engaged  within  a  few 
weeks:  When  Empson  warned 
her  that  fee  would  have  to  go 
to  China  if  she  married  him. 
her  oily  response  was: 
“When?” 

,  George  Orwell,  their  col¬ 
league  at  the  BBC.  refused  to 
come  to  the  wedding;  be 
wanted  Hetta  for  himself.  For 
.her  part,  Hetta  felt  devoted  to 
Orwell  (and  to  his  wife,  Ei¬ 
leen).  and  loved  arguing  poli¬ 
tics  wife  him  —  although  “I 
was  a  Marxist  he  was  a  Trot” 


K. 


her  fiving  asr  onym  Soek^Trottie,  aimed  at  ;  -?;bur- she  had  no  interest  in 


developing  a  closer  relation¬ 
ship.  “I  didn't  like  him 
enough.” 

But  Orwell’s  jealousy  soon 
passed.  “George  was  crazy 
about  me  for  a  bit  thatN  all," 
she  would  say.  The  Empsons 
and  fee  Orwdls  remained  on 
good  terms  even  after  Eileen's 
death  in  1947,  when  the 
Empsons  took  ship  for  China. 

Hetta  found  Orwell  “en¬ 
chanting.  very  imaginative, 
and  very  sweet  childlike  in  a 
way”.  She  thought  it  especially 
Tevealing  of  his  character  feat 
he  taught  her  to  construct  a 
hay-box.  a  device  which  en¬ 
abled  you  to  make  hot  por¬ 
ridge  in  the  evening  and  keep 
h  warm,  cocooned  in  the  hay, 
till  morning:  an  odd  exercise, 
it  seemed  to  her  to  be  part  and 
^parcel  of  a  certain  meanness  of 
spirit  an  exaggerated  thrift 
which  served  for  self-punish¬ 


ment  Also,  much  as  she  found 
Orwell  endearing  in  many 
ways,  he  was  what  she  astute¬ 
ly  called  a  “wrong-footer"  — 
deliberately  doing  the  con¬ 
trary  thing  in  order  to 
antagonise  others. 

In  China,  where  William 
Empson  taught  for  five  years 
at  Peking  University.  Hetta 
supported  the  Communist 
cause  in  fee  dvil  war.  Among 
other  activities,  she  helped 
persecuted  students  to  escape 
the  purges  of  fee  Nationalist 
Government,  by  smuggling 
them  through  her  domestic 
quarters  and  into  a  side  street, 
where  they  were  spirited  into 
neighbouring  hospitals  to  be 
sheltered  by  sympathetic  doc¬ 
tors.  "She  saved  lives.” 
Empson  would  say  with  pride. 

During  the  six-week  siege  of 
Peking  at  the  close  of  1948.  she 
was  accredited  as  a  corres¬ 


pondent  for  The  Observer. 
After  witnessing  the  inaugura¬ 
tion  of  fee  People's  Republic  of 
China,  she  continued  to  place 
faith  in  fee  Communist  Gov¬ 
ernment  throughout  fee  early 
years  of  the  new  regime.  Her 
most  accomplished  work  of  an 
from  that  period  was  a  bronze 
bust  of  Sardar  Pannikar,  Indi¬ 
an  Ambassador  to  China. 

With  the  years,  she  devel¬ 
oped  what  Felix  Topolski 
called  “her  innate  domi¬ 
nance".  When  Empson  be¬ 
came  Professor  of  English 
Literature  ai  the  University  uf 
Sheffield.  Hetta  stayed  in 
London,  cultivating  and  assist¬ 
ing  artists,  writers  and  j»liti- 
cians  from  Tambimunu  and 
Samekula  Mulumba  to  Louis 
MacNeice  and  Elizabeth 
Smaru  A  legion  of  “hand¬ 
picked"  lodgers  at  Studio 
House  in  Hampstead  includ¬ 
ed  fee  anarchist  and  author 
A.  G.  (Dinah)  Suck,  the  pup¬ 
peteer  John  Wright  and  fee 
biologist  Lewis  Woiperr. 

Renowned  for  her  statu¬ 
esque  looks  and  flamboyant 
gregariousness.  Hena  became 
fee  cynosure  of  a  iarge  circle 
and  brought  a  sense  of  dra¬ 
matic  and  often  outrageous 
moment  io  many  social  gath¬ 
erings.  Once,  at  a  party, 
Empson  apologised  to  the 
wriier  Charles  Osborne  for  fee 
behaviour  of  another  man. 
“There's  no  need  for  you  to 
apologise."  said  Osborne.  “But 
there  is.  He  is  my  wife's  lover.“ 
An  Empson  party'  was  an 
evenL 

Hetta  is  survived  by  two 
sons  from  her  marriage,  both 
of  whom  were  supplied  wife 
three  names  —  one  South 
African,  one  English  and  one 
commemorating  a  military  ac¬ 
tion  an  fee  day  of  birth  — 
William  Hendrik  Mogador 
and  Jacobus  Arthur  Calais.  “I 
was  almost  called  Dago  Is¬ 
land."  Jacob  was  given  to 
understand,  “because  there 
was  fighting  there  alt  the  day 
of  my  birth.  But.  fortunately 
for  me.  news  came  in  at  fee 
last  minute  of  the  siege  of 
Calais,  just  before  midnight." 
A  third  son.  Simon,  is  the 
offspring  of  a  love  affair  with 
the  journalist  and  television 
producer  Peter  Duval  Smith. 


PETER  GARTLAND 


Peter  Gartland, 
financial  jonrnalisf.  died  . 
after  the  failure  of  a 
■  ;.  kidney  transplant  on 
December  27  aged  49.  He 
• '  -was  born  on  July  7, 1947. 

PETER  GARTLAND,  a  for¬ 
mer  personal  finance  editor  of 
The  Times,  helped  to  revolu¬ 
tionise  the  coverage  of  person¬ 
al  finance.  Spurred  on  by  fee 
1980s’  boom  —  and  aided  by  a 
style  that  made  arcane  sub-, 
jects  such  as  pensions  and 
•income  bonds  accessible  even 
to  non-finandal  readers  —  he 
was  one  of  a  small  band  trf 
journalists  who  led  the  person¬ 
al  finance  pages  out  of  fee 
ghetto  in  which  they  had 
.historically  existed,  in  fee 
process  he  made  fee  topics  he 
wrote  about  attractive,  even 
compelling. 


He  was  one  of  the  first 
persona]  finance  journalists  to 
appear  regularly  on  radio  and 
television.  Gartland  himself 
liked  to  joke  that  his  only 
enduring  claim  to  fame  lay  in 
the  fact  feat,  along  with  Ro¬ 
land  Rat  he  helped  to  rescue 
TV-am.  His  personal  finance 
slot  appeared  on  its  breakfast 
show  just  after  the  item  featur¬ 
ing  the  notorious  but  over¬ 
whelmingly  popular  rat 
Few  could  have  foreseen 
this  apotheosis  when,  in  1964, 
Gartland  left  Gunnersbury 
Grammar  School  without  a 
single  A  level  and  with  only  a 
few  O  levels.  He  used  to 
reminisce  feat  fee  only  thing 
he  got  from  his  school  was  a 
love  for  Tottenham  Hotspur- 
on  alternate  Saturdays  a  bus 
would  take  him  and  his  school 
friends  to  White  Hart  Lane. 
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where  he  watched  fee  Totten¬ 
ham  team  under  Danny 
Blanch  flower  become  fee  first 
dub  this  century  to  win  the 
League  and  Cup  double. 

However,  he  never  allowed 
failure  at  school  to  shape  his 
life  and  in  1969  he  returned  to 
his  studies,  taking  a  higher 
national  diploma  in  business 
studies  from  Watford  College 
and  then  going  on  in  1973  to  do 
an  MSc  in  administrative 
sciences.  His  academic  work 
proved  of  such  a  high  stan¬ 
dard  that  Watford  invited  him 
back  as  a  lecturer  in  business 
studies. 

By  this  time  he  had  begun  to 
acquire  the  practical  experi¬ 
ence  of  insurance  and  finance 
that  would  prove  invaluable, 
starting  with  the  three  years 
he  spent  as  marketing  control¬ 
ler  of  Zurich  Insurance.  He 
was  later  to  become  a  Fellow 
of  the  Chartered  Insurance 
Institute  and  this  expertise 
proved  its  usefulness,  loo, 
when  in  1976  he  finally  took  up 
full-time  journalism,  editing 
Re-insurance  and  Post  Maga¬ 
zine.  fee  long-established 
trade  magazine  specialising  in 
this  field. 

It  was  during  this  period 
feat  he  developed  his  almost 
encyclopaedic  knowledge  of 
the  insurance  market  and  he 
was  one  of  fee  first  journalists 
to  highlight  the  problems  of 
Lloyd's,  long  before  they  hit 
fee  headlines.  In  1981  he  took 
over  as  editor  of  Money  Man¬ 
agement.  a  monthly  magazine 
analysing  fee  activities  of  in¬ 
surance  companies,  pension 
funds  and  other  financial  in¬ 
stitutions.  His  six-year  editor¬ 
ship  saw  the  magazine  eclipse 
its  rivals  and  become  the 
undisputed  market  leader. 

In  1986  he  became  personal 
finance  editor  of  The  Times. 


The  beginning  of  this  period 
marked  the  transformation  of 
fee  pereonal  finance  pages  — 
the  “big  bang"  having  con¬ 
vinced  newspaper  manage¬ 
ments  of  fee  massive 
advertisement  potential  in  this 
Odd.  Gartland  was  soon  pro¬ 
ducing  one  of  fee  bulkier  sub¬ 
sections  of  the  paper  —  a 
weekly  supplement  of  12  or 
more  pages. 

What  was  remarkable  was 
feat  this  was  done  with  little  or 
no  full-time  back-up  staff, 
Gartland  himself  writing 
mast  of  fee  articles.  The  pages 
did  dwindle  after  the  stock 
market  crash  of  October  1987. 
but  that  arguably  saw 
Gartland's  journalism  at  its 
best,  as  he  sought  both  to 
inform  and  reassure  terrified 
personal  finance  readers  who 
feared  that  October  1987 
would  be  a  rerun  of  fee  1929 
Wall  Street  Ccrash. 

At  heart  Gartland  always 
liked  magazine  journalism 
and  in  1988  he  was  lured  away 
by  the  Financial  Times  to  start 
The  International,  a  maga¬ 
zine  aimed  at  fee  expatriate 
market  Four  years  later  he 
derided  to  branch  out  on  his 
own  wife  a  series  of  newslet¬ 
ters  specialising  in  fee  insur¬ 
ance  field,  and  he  was 
publishing  these  until  he  died. 

He  combined  his  love  of 
journalism  and  of  sport  wife  a 
strong  Roman  Catholic  faith 
—  inherited  from  his  Irish 
parents  —  and  in  1991  he 
travelled  with  a  church  group 
feat  took  a  truck  full  of 
medicine  and  food  to  Roma¬ 
nia.  His  faith  kept  him  strong 
during  his  many  years  of 
illness.  For  the  last  two  years 
of  his  life  he  was  on  dialysis. 

He  leaves  his  widow.  Ange¬ 
la,  whom  he  married  in  1977,  a 
son  and  a  daughter. 


REGGIE  COOKE 


Lieutenant-Colonel 
Reginald  Cooke.  OBE. 
mountaineer,  naturalist 
and  engineer,  died  on 

DecembCT  27  aged  95.  He 
was  horn  in  India  on 
August  31. 1901. 

REGGIE  COOKE  made  fee 
first  asceni  uf  Kabru  in  the 
Himalayas  in  1935.  reaching 
the  summit  alone  and  without 
oxygen.  At  24.075ft  this  stood 
for  18  years  as  the  record  for 
fee  world*  highest  solo  as¬ 
cent.  His  plans  to  lead  the 
Everest  expedition  of  1^39  had 
to  be  shelved  because  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  Second  World 
War. 

Conrad  Reginald  Cooke 
was  bom  in  Mussoorie,  India, 
where  his  father  was  an 
engineer  wife  fee  Bombay 
Baroda  and  Central  India 
Railway;  the  family*  connet> 
tions  wife  India  went  back  to 
the  ISth  century.  Sent  to 
school  at  Hailcybury.  where 
he  took  a  particular  interest  in 
science  and  astronomy,  he 
w  ent  on  to  obtain  his  engineer¬ 
ing  diploma  at  City  &  Guilds 
in  1922. 

After  apprenticeship  wife 
Mather  &  Plan  in  Manchester 
and  the  Post  Office,  he  joined 
the  Indian  Bast  and  Tele¬ 
graphs  in  1925.  serving  as  a 
divisional  engineer  and  then 
as  a  director  and  superintend¬ 
ent  of  Telegraph  Workshops, 
Alipore.  He  built  and  ran  the 
first  amateur  radio  in  India 
(call  sign  2HP)  3nd  later 
designed,  built  and  installed 
the  first  short-wave  tvircless 
link  between  India  and 
Burma. 

In  lQ30  in  Calcutta  he 
married  Margaret  Alice  Walk¬ 
er,  daughter  of  a  jute  broker, 
and  during  home  leave  at  fee 
end  of  1932  they  bought  a  De 
Havilland  Gipsy  Moth,  which 
he  piloted,  without  navigation¬ 
al  aids,  from  Brookiands  all 
over  Britain,  before  disman¬ 
tling  and  shipping  it  to  India 
in  a  packing  case.  Once  there, 
the  distances  between 
refuelling  stops  proved  ioo 
great  and  the  plane  (G-ABYI) 
was  eventually  sold  to  fee 
Bombay  Flying  Club. 

Life  in  India  afforded  Cooke 
fee  opportunity  to  pursue  his 
many  interests.  These  includ¬ 
ed  drawing  birds  (he  may 
have  inherited  his  artistic 
talent  from  his  great-grandfa¬ 
ther,  the  Victorian  marine 
painter  Edward  William 
Cooke.  RA);  motoring;  tiger 
shooting  (which  he  later  came 
to  abhor);  orchid  collecting; 
trekking;  and  touring  by 
elephant  through  virgin  forest 
in  Assam. 

He  was  a  keen  naturalist, 
and  from  his  tours  he  sent 
various  earn  bids  (beetles)  ro 
Britain,  one  of  which  was 
named  after  him  —  Chlaenius 
Cookei.  In  fee  1940s.  wife 
special  permission,  he  collect¬ 
ed  bunerflies  in  Sikkim  and 
built  up  a  unique  collection  of 
more  than  3.000  specimens. 


Climbing  was  his  passion. 
In  1927  he  made  fee  second 
ascent  of  Kolahoi  (known  as 
the  “Kashmir  Matterhorn”)  by 
the  East  Ridge,  descending  by 
a  very  long  glissade  down  a 
snow-filled  couloir  fee  height 
of  the  whole  peak  to  the  glacier 
below.  This  was  followed  by 
the  first  ascent  of  Kabru  in 
1935.  in  the  course  of  which  he 
took  a  series  of  panoramic 
photographs  which  were  to 
provide  detaif.s  for  fee  Survey 
of  India  sheets  77  and  78.  Early 
in  1937  he  dimbed  Dorn  Peak 
in  Switzerland,  and  later  that 
year  made  a  reconnaissance  of 
Kanchenjunga  wife  Lord  and 
Lady  Hunt.' From  this  latter 
expedition,  he  produced  what 
was  claimed  to  be  the  earliest 
known  photographic  eridence 
of  fee  Yeti. 

His  achievement  on  Kabru 
assured  him  a  place  in  fee 
annals  of  mountaineering.  A 
founder  member  of  the  Moun¬ 
tain  Club  of  India,  which  later 
evolved  into  the  Himalayan 
Club.  Cooke  became  its  vice- 
president  and  served  on  fee 
committee  for  the  selection  of 
fee  team  for  fee  successful 
assault  on  Everest. 

The  early  pan  of  the  war 
saw  Cooke  commissioned  into 
the  Signals  Corps,  Rawalpin¬ 
di,  and  then  transferred  to 
GHQ.  Delhi.  In  1942  he  was 
sent  by  flying  boat  to  Cairo,  to 
work  out  schedules  of  require¬ 
ments  of  telegraph  lines  and 
equipment  for  General  Wa¬ 
ve  H's  operations  in  East  Africa 
and  Egypt.  This  was  followed 
by  command  of  No  2  Battal¬ 
ion.  Indian  Signal  Corps,  on 
fee  Burma  front  against  the 
invading  Japanese. 

Later  as  Additional  Chief 
Engineer  Telegraphs.  Cooke 
was  responsible  for  the  post¬ 
war  Telecommunications 
Development  Flan  for  fee 
whole  of  the  sub-continent,  for 
which  he  wrote  the  official 
manual.  At  the  partition  of 
India,  he  joined  the  Pakistan 
Government  as  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  Post  and  Telegraphs.  At 
fee  end  of  the  war  he  was 
awarded  the  Burma  Star  and 
appointed  OBE. 

In  1948.  he  returned  to 
Britain  and  started  Westcliff 
Engineering  in  Stanstead  Ab¬ 
bots.  Hertfordshire,  which 
among  many  other  things 
made  and  supplied,  to  his  own 
original  design,  the  high  alti¬ 
tude  cookers  which  were  used 
in  the  first  successful  ascent  of 
Everest  in  1953.  In  his  retire¬ 
ment  he  concentrated  on  min¬ 
iature  portraif  painting  and 
silversmithing,  in  both  of 
which  he  exhibited.  His  auto¬ 
biography.  Dust  and  Snow: 
Haif  a  Lifetime  in  India,  was 
published  in  1988. 

His  first  wife  died  in  1972.  In 
1974  he  married  Nancy  Aber¬ 
crombie  Monimore  Infe  Ken- 
nedyl,  widow  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  W.  G.  Mortimore  of 
the  Rajputana  Rifles.  She  died 
in  I9S4.  He  is  survived  by  his 
three  daughters. 


THE  LOCH  NESS  MONSTER 

EVIDENCE  OFTHE  FILM 

The  film  of  the  Lodi  Ness  monster  was 
shown  privately  at  the  Phoenix  Theatre. 
London,  yesterday.  A  single  photograph  from 
the  film  was  printed  in  The  Times  last 
Monday,  with  an  account  of  how  the  pictures 
were  secured. 

That  part  of  fee  film  in  which  the  monster 
appears  occupies  the  screen  for  only  a  minute 
or  two.  The  creature  is  seen  swimming 
rewards  the  right,  getting  farther  away  as  it 
travels,  and  is  apparently  diving  just  as  it 
leaves  the  field  of  view  of  the  camera.  There  is 
here  no  definite  evidence  of  the  small, 
upraised  head  and  long  neck  to  which  several 
eyewitnesses  have  testified,  but  the  main  mass 
of  the  body  seems  to  be  preceded  by  a  smaller 
mass,  which  like  the  rest  is  partly  under  and 
partly  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  The 
photographers  declare  that  they  saw  seven  or 
eight  humps  on  the  monster's  back,  and  somr 
of  these  humps  are  discernible  in  the  film. 

The  most  dearly  evident  movements  are 
those  of  a  tail  or  flukes.  This  appendage  is 
noticeably  darker  than  the  hody.  The  photog¬ 
raphers  describe  the  general  colour  of  the 
creature  as  grey,  feat  of  fee  tail  as  black. 
Indeterminate  movements  of  the  water  beside 


ON  THIS  DAY 

Januaiy  4 1934 


The  legend  of  (he  Loch  Ness  Monster  is 
said  to  date  back  mare  than  I  WO  years 
but  in  the  1930s  a  kind  of  "Loch  Ness 
Monster  fever  began  to  spread.  If 
shows  little  sign  of  abating  today. 


something  in  fee  nature  of  fins  or  paddles. 

Before  fee  film  was  shown  the  making  of  it 
was  described  to  some  of  fee  audience  by  Mr. 
Malcolm  M.  Irvine,  managing  director  of 
Scottish  films  Productions  of  Glasgow.  The 
film  was  made  by  Mr.  Irvine  and  two 
colleagues,  Mr.  Stanley  Clinton  and  Mr.  Scott 
Hay.  Mr.  Irvjnr  said  feat  they  took  fear 
ptctura;  of  fee  monster  on  December  12,  but 
the  fact  was  kept  secret  till  the  film  as  a  whole 
had  been  completed  and  arrangements  made 
for  its  exhibition. 


According  to  Mr.  Irvine,  on  December  4 
j»fee  monster  as  it  swims  suggest  the  action  of  £  and  5  he  and  his  culleagues  surveyed  Loch 


Ness  and  collected  information  lucally.  Hav¬ 
ing  made  their  plans,  they  waited  for 
favourable  weather,  which  came  on  Decem¬ 
ber  12  On  that  day  —  the  first  time  they  had 
visited  fee  loch  since  December  5 — if  ivy  look 
up  feeir  positions  at  II  am.  and  the  monster 
appeared,  about  where  they  had  expected  it, 
some  three  hours  later. 

The  theory  on  which  they  acted  feus  proved 
surprisingly  successful.  That  theory  was.  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Irvine,  feat  dte  monster  was 
probably  feeding  on  fee  salmon  in  the  loch, 
and  must  therefore  visit  the  known  feeding 
banks.  Tn  approach  and  leave  these  areas  it 
would  he  likely,  they  argued,  to  pass  through 
shallow  water  just  off  inverfarigaig.  which  is 
about  half-way  along  the  east  side  of  Lxh 
Ness.  Mr.  Irvine  had  a  powerful  binocular, 
and.  like  each  of  his  colleagues,  a  cinema 
camera.  He  himself  was  stationed  on  an 
eminence,  the  other  rwu  men  on  the  shore 
about  150  yards  frum  one  another.  Mr.  Irvine 
being  some  400  yards  from  the  nearest  of 
them. 

The  monster  obliged  them  by  swimming 
past  at  a  distance  which,  at  its  shortest,  is 
estimated  at  100  yards  from  fee  nearest 
camera-  The  photographers  put  the  creature's 
length  hi  lbh..  and  its  speed  at  not  more  than 
10  miles  an  hour. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


SATURDAY  JANUARY  4 1997 


TV  boss  bans  sleazy  series 

■  Bruce  GyngeU.  group  managing  director  of  Yorkshire  Tyne 
Tees  Television,  took  a  stand  against  broadcasting  sleaze 
yesterday  by  banning  the  documentary  series  Hollywood  Lovers. 

He  has  replaced  the  prime  time  programmes,  which  were 
expected  to  attract  huge  ratings,  with  a  travel  documentary 
presented  by  Alan  Whicker - Page  1 

The  deep  freeze  goes  on 

■  The  big  chill  that  has  killed  more  than  200  people  across 

Europe  is  expected  to  persist  over  the  weekend,  wrecking  the 
sporting  programme,  although  forecasters  say  the  easterly 
■winds  responsible  for  the  sub-zero  temperatures  should  relent 
next  week _ Pages  1, 4 


England  lose  again 

England's  cricketers  were  beaten 
again  in  Zimbabwe,  provoking 
calls  to  abandon  the  winter  tour 
and  remove  the  captaincy  from 
Michael  Atherton — —Pages  1,40 

Dunblane  man  free 

Parents  in  EJtham  may  withhold 
children  from  schools  after  a  pris¬ 
oner  who  threatened  to  “do  a 
Dunblane"  was  released  —  Page  2 

Stalker  clue 

Detectives  hunting  the  killer  of 
Nicola  Dixon,  17,  think  she  may 
have  been  stalked  from  a  hospital 
social  dub  disco - , - Page  3 

Tide  on  the  turn 

After  a  time  in  the  doldrums,  Brit¬ 
ain’s  most  exclusive  boat  builders 
are  racing  to  meet  record  demand 
for  their  finest  yachts Page  S 

Ghosts  of  the  past 

The  explorer  Sir  Wilfred  Thesiger. 
86.  was  reunited  with  two  com¬ 
panions  at  his  photographic  exhi¬ 
bition  in  Dubai - Page  6 


Spread  the  Word 

Preachers  are  invited  to  submit 
tapes,  no  longer  titan  15  minutes, 
or  texts  of  sermons  for  the  Preach¬ 
er  of  the  Year  award _ Page  8 

Belgrade  protests 

President  Slobodan  Milosevic  of 
Serbia  failed  to  placate  thousands 
of  pro-democracy  demonstrators 
in  Belgrade^ — - - Page  9 

Letter-bomb  warning 

The  FBI  warned  Americans  about 
bulky  envelopes  bearing  Egyptian 
post-marks  after  an  eighth  letter- 
bomb  was  found — - - Page  10 

Pakistan  council 

The  interim  Administration  in  Pa¬ 
kistan  agreed  to  set  up  a  national 
security  council  after  parliamenta¬ 
ry  elections - Page  11 

Floods  in  America 

Floods  raged  throughout  the  west¬ 
ern  United  States  forcing  many 
thousands  of  people  to  evacuate 
their  homes - Page  12 


Sex  and  football  at  the  keyboard 

■  A  survey  of  secret  passwords  used  by  dealers  in  the  City  of 
London  to  log  on  to  their  computers  every  morning  concludes 
that  they  are  almost  twice  as  likely  to  use  a  sexual  term,  a  football 
team  or  player,  or  an  insulting  nickname  for  the  boss,  than  the 
names  of  their  wives  or  girlfriends - Page  5 
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The  200km  Eleven  Cities  skating  tour  through  Friesland  starts  at  530am 
skaters  passed  through  Hindefoopen  on  Dsselmeer;  more  than  16,000 


in  Leeuwarden. -It  was  last  held  11  years 
enthusiasts  are  expected  to  take  part  In 


..Yesterday  two 
1  race.  Page  £2 


Nanny  state:  Far  from  mak¬ 
ing  an  unfair  claim  on  single 
people,  a  tax  system  which 
supports  the  family  is  the  best 
guarantee  of  a  more  stable 

society  for  aii - Page  17 

Global  grape:  When  Keats 
yearned  for  a  “beaker  full  of 
the  warm  south'*,  could  he 
have  guessed  how  far  south 
the  oenological  explorers  of 
the  northern  supermarkets 
would  venture? _ Page  17 


Privatisation  and  Europhilia: 
snowboards;  the  “forgotten" 
Freddy  Frinton _ Page  17 


Simon  Jenkins:  The  Internet 
helps  to  d  isseminate  informa¬ 
tion.  but  I  do  not  believe  it 
will  seriously  challenge  the 

printed  book . . Page  16 

Peter  Ridded:  Popular  capi¬ 
talism  should  be.’ -a  central 
theme  of  the  Tory  campaign 
—  a  vote-winning  initiative 
uniting  the  party —  Page  16 


Lady  Empson,  sculptor  and 
widow  of  Sir  William 
Empson;  Reggie  Cooke, 
mountaineer  and  engineer; 
Peter  Gartiand,  financial 
journalist - - Page  19 


Airbus:  European  members 
of  the  aircraft  consortium 
have  agreed  how  to  combat 
the  Boeing  and  McDonnell 
Douglas  merger  —  Page  21 
Free  shares:  More  than  23 
million  members  of  the  Wool¬ 
wich  will  be  told  next  week 
how  many  shares  they  will 
receive  in  the  building  sod- 

Football:  Howard  Wilkinson 
is  to  become  technical  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  FA.  He  will  work 
dosely  with  Glenn  Hoddte, 
the  England  coach -Page  38 
Weather  Twelve  FA  Cup 
third  round  marches  have 
been  postponed.  A  9am  in¬ 
spection  is  planned  for  the 
European  rugby  semi-final  at 
Leicester  Page  40 

VDfage  school:  20th-cen- 
ttiry  art-  from  Anticoli 
Corrado,  a  village  outside 
Rome,  nta  new  London 
exhibition  ."  .Page  15 

Flying  trapeze:  Canada's . 
Cirque  du  Soldi  brings  its 
extraordinary,  gravity-de- 
fyiog  show  bade  to  the  Al¬ 
bert  Hall _ _  '  '  Page  15 

Traffic  games:  Beef,  No 

Mericets:  The  FT-SE 100  rose 
32.1  points  to  dose  at  40893. 
Sterling’s  trade-weighted  in- 

Tennis:  Tim  Henman  is  in 
the  semi-finals  of  the  Qatar 
Open  after  beating  Magnus 

Chicken,  Derek  Walcott'S . 
farce  about  traffic,  revived 
at  AeTncyde— .Page  B 

dex  rose  from  95.0  to  95.8 
after  a  rise  from  $1.6907  to 
$1.6916  and  from  DM2.6055 
to  DM2.6345  —Page  24 

Gustafsson  - — - Page  39 

Racing:  Three  viewers  out  of 
four  prefer  Channel  4*s  cover¬ 
age  to  the  BBC's Page  34 

Insurance  claims;  driving 
on  ke;  Lotus  Esprit  GT3.  ; 

MASA^HIf 

Tale  teller:  Jeanette 
Winterson— — rJPage8 
Tnavefc  Matthew  Parris  in 
Antarctica —  Pages  17-60 
Wrn  bargains  —Page  6f 

Weekend 

TV  iroofc?  Fiances  EUssefl 
onTterseties — Pages  1,2 


Property:  hdtnes  -wfth 
fishing  rights.;^Pager‘F9 
Family  Bfe:  parents  who 
bait  swearing  ■.-v..  Pag&|l 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,368 

A  £ 30  book  token  will  be  awarded  to  the  senders  of  the  first  five  correct 
solutions  opened  next  Thursday.  Entries  should  be  addressed  to:  The 
Times,  Saturday  Crossword  Competition.  PO  Box  486,  Virginia  Street, 
London  El  9DD.  The  names  of  the  winners  and  the  solution  will  be 
published  next  Saturday. 

Name/Address . . - . - . - . 
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29  Whatever  happens,  decalhlete 

I  Fisherman  might  like  la  but  not 
one  in  boat?  (5.1.4). 

6  Best  place  to  retire  (4). 

9  He's  joined  one  union,  redrafting 
ACM  motions  (10). 

10  Make  trouble  hi  prison  ft). 

12  Obscure  glen,  by  the  sound  of  it 
(4). 

13  Love  woman  to  win  once  more 
(4.5). 

15  One  found  in  church  (8). 

16  Desert  bug  (6). 

18  Rugby  forward,  chap  from 
Hcntzau,  booked  (6). 

20  Taken  into  ihe  fold,  it's  fitting 
one's  retired  (8). 

23  Bond  has  unfortunately  been 
rude  about  tail  on  agent  (9). 

24  It’s  used  in  making  sauces  in 
French  way.  we  hear  (4). 

26  New  Age  element  (4). 

2?  Short  length  of  road  left  with 
linden  cut  down  (101. 

28  Genuine  German  playwright  not 
British  (4). _ 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20362 


nssransH  ssnninram 

annnii  onraraRnraas 
ramnarasran 
raasfflEHBara  beher 
s  n  o  a  a 
Eiorasra  niinmasacra 
n  a  m  h  cn  n 
HEiHEEmiaran  noraan 
n  n  ra  ra  r 

Rtniunraramo 

opinion 

ranrarawrara  araaranara 


Latest  Road  and  Windier  conditions 
UK  Weather- Al  regions  0336444910 
UK  Roads  -  Ml  regions  0336401  410 


IraxJe  M25 
M2S  and  LWt  Roads 
NxSOnal  Mororviy 
Contmerna)  Europe 
Channel  ouedfl^ 
Motoring  to  Heathrow 

ft  Gaomck  jtrports 

Weather  by  Fax 

Do]  0330  Mowed  byan 


0336  401  746 
0316401  747 
0336  401  746 
0336  401  910 
0336  401  388 

0336  407  SOS 


WeCoMy  416334 
Wiles  416  33S 
Mkfamfc  416  336 
EarA^  416 137 
MVMBt  416  338 
N.  East  416  339 

Matter  Marine 


lowed  bf  area  nunfecr  from  jmr  fax 
416334  Seothnd  416  340 
416  33S  MWad  416  341 
416  336  london  416  343 
NatondSBeOtB 


World  City  Weather  &2-1 ms«s. 
1 53  destkodons  world  wide 
6  day  forecast 

by  PbofM  rflal  0336  41 1116 

byftax  ftndexpage)  0336  416333 


by  5ax  pndex  pqge) 

Motoring 

Europe  Country  by  Country 
Ciaupm  fuel  costs 
French  Motorways 
Seaport  information 
Ortneybntd  ftrts 
LeShucdc 


□  General:  England  and  Wales  wil! 
remain  very  col d.  Southern  England  and 
South  Wales  wit.  be  cloudy  with  snow 
Showers  but  should  sbwfy  brighten  from 
the  North  East.  Remaining  northern  parts 
fairly  bright  and  mostly  dry,  although  with 
a  lew  fight  showers  near  eastern  coasts. 

Northern  Ireland  and  Scotland  will  be 
cold,  with  most  pats  diy  and  quite  bright. 
Cloud  and  rain  reaching  Shetland  around 
early  afternoon  will  spread  dcwvn  the 
eastern  side  of  Scotland  during  the 
evening. 

□  London,  SE,  Cent  S,  SW  England, 
E  AngBa,  Mkttands,  Channel  Is,  S 
Wales  Mainly  doudy  with  snow  show¬ 
ers,  becoming  drier  later  with  some 
brightness.  Wind  northeast  fresh, 
decreasinglater.  Very  cold.  Max  1C  to  X 
(34F  to  37F). 

□  E,  NE  England:  Bright  and  sunny 
spells  with  scattered  wintry  showers. 
Wind  northeast  moderate  to  fresh, 
turning  northerly  and  decreasing  light 


Cold.  Max  1C  to  3C  (34F  to  37F). 

ON  Woles,  NW,  Cent' N  England: 
Marty  doudyvith  Isolated  snow  flumes 
at  first.  Dry  and  brighter  later.  Wnd 
northeast  moderate  to  fresh,  decreasing 
later.  Cold.  Max  ZC  to  4C  (36Fto39F). 

□  Lakes,  loM,  SW,  NW  Scotland, 
Glasgow,  Cant  Highlands,  Argyll,  N 
Ireland:  Mostly  dry  wfth  bright  or  sunny 
spells.  Wind  north  to  northeast  Bght  to 
moderate,  decreasing  later.  Max  3C  to 
5C  (37F  to  41 F). 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Moray  Fir*,  NE  Scotland, 
Orkney:  Dry  and  brighl  at  first,  becom¬ 
ing  more  doudy  with  sleet  or  snow  later. 
Vwnd  Bght  to  moderate  north  becoming 
northwesterly.  Max  2C  to  4C  (36F  to 39F). 

□  Shetland:  Dry  at  first.  Cloud  thicken¬ 
ing  with  rain  or  sleet  later.  Wind  norm  to 
northwest  moderate.  Max  4C  (39 F). 

□  Outlook:  Most  places  dry  and  bright, 
more  cloudy  in  east  wfth  occasional 
sleet  Cold. 


0336  401  885 
0336  401  886 
0336  401  887 
0336  401  882 
0336  401  409 
0336  401  895 


Car  reports  by  fax 


new  and  lead  or  reports  I 
theAA  menu  of  195  on 


0336  416  399 


should  shine  here  (23  31- 

DOWN 

1  Search  for  sturdy  horse  to  cover 
mare  (4). 

2  Abbot’s  last  to  hold  Abbey  (7). 

3  Nervous,  like  Hainan  (6.6). 

4  Appear  to  change  sides  (4.4). 

5  Serve  a  lemon,  perhaps  (6). 

7  Prepared  to  argue  and  shock  (7). 

S  Exceptionally  high  water  for  this 
time  of  year?  (10). 

1 1  I  can  assure  you  time  of  market 
has  been  changed  (43,42). 

14  Run  into  audacity  and  reckless¬ 
ness  (10). 

17  In  scrummage,  Llanelli  find  alK 
round  team  leader  (8). 

19  Scots  variations  for  cooking  rib 
chop  (7). 

21  One  used  to  keep  coal  in  sink  (7). 

22  Second-class  marriage  -  that’s  a 
sore  point  (6). 

25  Attend  thrash  (f)- 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20367 
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@  @  is  s  a  ia  a 
issaEfflsma  fflasnsE 
fa  a  a  a  s  an 
EGfflse  sanKifi^aas 
s  n  0  @  a  a  s 
snnoH 

a  0  a  a  0  a  a 
sdqbbb  ssnnaaaa 
oh  0  a  s  tn  a 
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HSBOffls  Hiuiasiiinaa 


Dial  from  yw  fax  handset, 
you  iraqf  hwe  m  set  is  peb  reeooe  mode 


Sort*  tea  Prie*;  M  bmgmb  KH  MT 

Cafe  are  darted  ac  45p  per  nmn  d»jp  rom. 
SOp  per  mnuoe  u  jfl  other  dm. 


MB  lZ44pm 

Now  nxxxt  Janusy  9 
London  4  06  pro  to  8  05  am 
BrisBAJ  J6pmfo8.l5am 
Eiflnbuigh  3  53  pm  to  442  am 
Manchastn  4  04  pm  fa  e24  an 
Penzance  4  34  pm  to  Q  21  am 


London  4  or  pm  to  6  as  am 
Bristol  4 17  pm  la  ft  IS  am 
Edtoblx^l  3  5S  pm  to  6  42  am 
Manctwstar  4  05  pmio  8  27  am 
Penzance  4  35  pm  w  820  am 


LAST  WEEK'S  WINNERS:  F  Halloa.  staple/onJ.  Nottinghamshire:  S  J  Clgg. 
Leatherhead.  Surrey;  K  Logan,  Exeter.  Devon:  D  Phillips.  StonespeUL  Oxore  c 
Pascal!,  Creeliand,  Halifax,  west  Yorkshire. 

We  regret  that  Ibis  year.  The  Times 
will  not  rvn  the  annual  Crossword  Championship. 


Yesterday,  highest  day  Swnp.-  Siormay  Wea- 
cm  bias.  5C  l«1F);  karost  day  mac  r*$fi 
Wycombe,  -3C  (27F1;  hicfiesi 

raw*  Bouimei.  rforthiannarana  0  rSr;  hmWst 
umstibio:  Nawpjay.  Ccmwaa.  63» 


Changes  to ichart  axwe  from  noon:  high  K  win  be  staw-mcnrtng;  taws  N  and  X  AS  mow  east 
anc  slowly  fill;  ten  C  w®  f-lo  south-east  and  deepen  as  low  J  moves  northeast  and  deepens 


l'!\ U.  h  v  v  \|  H)  7aii  J  \Mi  \R'i  J"? h  !  I  !l!Ui  \K\  : 
I’.l'OK  in  JAM!  \  IA 

WPS!! 


(SL’lrelaad  01232  SiaabO)  or  cjl  the  bote!  of yonr<liaie& 

.  ntaKqwtenrmi^cGA  TT0401 
Prices  papasiafxro^it  halloo  Zpoiplr  tefagocUic  or  twfanmirlbprlnBrbsi 
teia^rocafnn'.&MlfapsiiiiecciaanUiB^.AB 
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mainly  commuter  services  into  Liverpool  Street  station  in  the  City.  The  first  privatised  sendee  wD  be  the  Q&54  from  G  id  ea  Park  in  Essex. 


lates  loom  large 


on  §g||l§p  rise  in  lending 


By  S^UWHX^NNlil^KM 


PERSONAL  bortowNr  sor-v 
ged  by  a  record  £1J  bflfianiir' 
November,  the  BankxrfEng- 
land  said  yesterday,  provii 
mg  further  evidence,  that; 
consumer  spending  is  rating: 
ahead  and  may  soon  have  to 
be  curbed  by  higher  interest 
rates.  '.  .  ,;  . : 

Hie  government'  attempted 
to  play  down  fears  ;  irf- a: 
runaway  consumer  boom.-, 
Michael  Jade.  Financial  Secre¬ 
tary  to  die  Treasury,  said:  "At ; 
a  personal  leveL  bomwipg 
remains  sensible  and  (petite  ■■ 
are)  well  within  their  abflity  to  ; 
service  the  credit  they  want-” . 
The  data  shewed  growing  \ 
confidence  in  the  strength  of ’ 
the  economy,  be  added. 


bet  cC^^^  credit  in  Nov¬ 
ember  arfi^p«es.  to  £875  Tml' 
linn  the  month  before  and 
-expettaticais  hf  nearer-  £900 
jnfllictft.  Intheyear  toNovem- 
-;bai,  lending  ^ew  16.6  per: 
T  centThe  rise  is  the  highest 
since  this  .  series  of  monthly 
1  .figures  bej^a  in  1993,andis 
■  -also  far  stronger  than  compa¬ 
rable  figures  from  die  1980s. 

City  economists  interpreted : 
;\the  leafing  figures  as  farther0 
-  pressure  on  Rfihneth  Clarke. 

•  the  Chanceflor.to  raise  infta^ 
est  rateseariythis  year.  He 
^  wifinext  meetEddie  George, 

.  Gdveniior  .of  die  .Bank  of' 
"England,  on  January  15  to 
.  .revtewmoaetary  policy. = The 
r-  cl fy  is  dfridedoo  whether  or 
not  rates  will  be  raised  at  the 


.meetkig,'  but  toe  consensus  of 
opinion  is  that  Mr  Clarke  will 
have  to  increase  die  cost  of 
borrowing  again  before  die 
general  election.  - 
.  ..  Simon  -  Briscoe,  at  Nikko 
Europe,  said  the  figures  would 
unsetfle  markets.  “Consumer 
:  demand  has  been  strengthen¬ 
ing  and  a  strong  credit  num¬ 
ber  points  to  higher  rates." 

-  Retail  sales  figures  for  Nov¬ 
ember,  released  last  month. 
'  showed  high  street  spending 

up  O-T  per  cent  on  the  month. 
More  recoil  evidence  sug¬ 
gests  that  retail  sales  were 
strong  at  Christmas*  The  John 
Lewis  Partnership  said  yester¬ 
day  that  its  department  store 
sales  rose  5.1  per  cent  in  the 
week  to  December  21  com¬ 
pared  with  a  year  earlier,  and 


were  up  &8  per  cent  in  the 
week  to  December  28. 

The  Bank  of  England  also 
reported  yesterday  that  net 
mortgage  lending  in  Novem¬ 
ber  totalled  £1.72  billion,  awn- 
pared  with  £1.846  billion  the 
month  before  and  £1286  bil¬ 
lion  in  November  1995.  The 
slight  fall  was  not  seen  as 
significant  and  economists  re¬ 
main  convinced  that  the  hous¬ 
ing  market  is  on  a  strong 
upwards  trend. 

Recovery  on  Wall  Street  in 
early  trading  enabled  share 
prices  on  die  London  stock 
market  to  end  the  week  on  a 
firm  note. 

The  FT-SE  100  index  rose 
32.1  points  to  dose  at  4.0895. 
its  best  level  of  the  day, 
reducing  the  fell  on  the  week 


to  just  15  points.  The  gain 
followed  a  strong  rally  over¬ 
night  in  New  York,  where  the 
Dow  Janes  industrial  average 
dawed  back  an  early  95-point 
fall  to  dose  just  5  points  lower 
on  the  session.  In  early  trading 
yesterday,  the  Dow  surged 
almost  90  points  before  set¬ 
tling  back  to  a  gain  of  51.95,  to 
6.494.45,  by  midday  as  fears 
of  an  imminent  rise  in  US 
interest  rales  began  to  fade. 

Bond  prios  m  London  were 
steadier,  with  gains  stretching 
to  £*8  at  the  shorter  end. 

On  the  foreign  exchange, 
the  dollar  rose  from  DM15511 
to  DMI55S2.  while  sterling 
advanced  from  DM2.6055  to 
DM2.6345.  The  pound  was 
also  up  against  the  dollar, 
from  $1.6907  to  $1.6916. 


Woolwich 
sends  out 


Europe  on  runway  float  details 


By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


By  Marianne  Curphey 
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THE,  formation  of  a  single 
European  aircraft  manufac¬ 
turer  moved  a  step  closer 
yesterday- when  partners  in 
the  Airbus  Industrie  consor¬ 
tium  said  they/wou  W  sign  a 
.  crucial,  agreement  enabling 
-  independence  for  the  venture; 

The?.  overdue  memorandum 
of  understanding  will  be 
signed  over  tbeaest  few  days. 
It  is ,  beikved  to  have  been 
secured  after  .a  compromise 
over  Prance’s  opposition-  to 

Airbus  controlling  production. 
Aerospatiale  is  thoughtfo  haw 
settled  its  differences  with  Ger¬ 
many's  Daimler-Benz  •  Aero¬ 
space.  British  Aerospace  and 
Spain*  Casa  in  return  for  a 
phased  transference  of  manu¬ 
facturing  facilities.  - 
.  Agreement  between  the 
European  partners  comes  jost 


weeks  after  Boeing.  Airbus’s 
mam  rrralin  the  large  passen¬ 
ger  aircraft  market  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  take  over 
McDonnell  Douglas. 

.Competition  tor  orders  be¬ 
tween  Boeing,  of  America,  and 
Airbus  is  intense;  pulling  pres¬ 
sure  on  Europe's  aerospace 
industry  to  consolidate  in 
order  to  cut  costs.  Political 
considerations  have  give  the 
US  aerospace  industry  a  head 
start  over  Europe  in  the  drive 
to  consolidate: 

Airbus  is  scheduled  to  be  a 
single  company  by  1999  al¬ 
though  speculation  i$  growing 
that  toe  timetable  could  be 
brought  forward  in  response 
to  the  Boeing/McDonnefl 
merger.  However,  Airbus  and 
British  Aerospace,  which  has 
a  20.  per  cent  stake  in  toe 


venture,  have  brushed  aside 
such  expectations. 

Airbus,  based  in  Toulouse, 
is  officially  a  “grouping  of 
economic  interests",  giving  it 
legal  status  as  a  body  that 
makes  no  profits  or  losses. 

France,  whose  Aerospatiale 
is  heavily  involved  in  civil 
aircraft  manufacture,  bad  ar¬ 
gued  against  Airbus  having 
control  of  its  members’  air¬ 
craft  factories  while  Germany 
and  Britain  had  been  strongly 
in  favour.  Spam  has  only  a 
minority  stake  in  Airbus  and 
is  therefore  not  pivotal  to  any 
restructuring  of  the  business. 

Airbus  has  refused  to  elabo¬ 
rate  on  the  details  of  the 
agreement  before  toe  deal  is 
signed. 


MORE  to  an  25  million  mem¬ 
bers  of  toe  Woolwich  will  be 
told  next  week  how  many 
shares  they  will  receive  in  the 
buDding  society’s  flotation. 

The  Woolwich,  which  yester¬ 
day  vowed  to  continue  its  fight 
to  amend  some  proposals  in  the 
controversial  Building  Societies 
Bill,  will  publish  its  transfer 
document  with  details  of  wind¬ 
fall  payments  on  Monday. 

Qualifying  members  will  be 
sent  full  details  of  the  proposed 
share  distribution  scheme,  an 
estimated  share  price  range 
and  key  dales  in  the  transfer 
document-  The  mailing  will 
take  about  11  days  and  all 
members  eligible  to  vote  on  toe 
£3  billion  conversion  proposals 
will  be  contacted. 
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By  Jason  Nisst 


Robinson:  good  deal 


GRANADA  GROUP  is  facing 
a  possible  revolt  at  its  annual 
shareholders7  meeting  on  Jan¬ 
uary  29.  over  the  service 
contracts  that  it  gives  to  top 
executives. 

The  executive  directors  have ' 
.24-mohth  notice  periods, 
which  would  be  extended  to  36 
months  in  the  event  erf  the 
company  being  taken  over. 

This  means  tharGeny  Rob; 
inson.  chief  executive,  could 
receive  a  payoff  of  up  to  £2.1 
million  and  the  golden  good¬ 
byes  for  the  board  might  be  as 
.  high  as  £6.78  ntiHfon.  . 

Institutional  impstors  have 
been  pressurisingvcompanies 
to  reduce  the  length  of  con-  • 


tracts  to  a  year.  This  has  been 
emphasised  in  submissions  to 
the  Hampel  committee  on 
corporate  governance  by  die 
Association  of  British  Insurers 
(ABI)  and  toe  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Raiston  Funds. 

Richard  Regan,  of  toe  ABI. 
said:  “Companies  should  be 
moving  towards  shorter  ser¬ 
vice  contracts  and  more  im¬ 
portantly  there  should  be 
provisions  for  mitigation  and 
phasing  of  payments.  I  expect 
people  will  be  writing  to 
Granada  to  make  this  pomt" 

In  its  annual  report,  Grana¬ 
da  says  that  notice  periods  of 
more  than  a  year  are  appro¬ 
priate  because  of  the  business 


in  which  Granada  operates. 
Granada  wants  to  introduce  a 
long-term  incentive  plan  that 
could  see  directors  receive  a 
bonus  of  100  per  cent  of  their 
salary  in  shares. 

The  plan,  to  be  voted  on  at 
toe  annual  meeting,  would 
replace  the  old  share  option 
schemes,  under  which  Mr 
Robinson  received  options 
currently  worth  £457  million. 

Under  the  new  plan  Mr 
Robinson’S  basic  salary  of 
£700,000  would  be  doubled  if 
•  Granada*  shares  perform 
among  the  top  25  companies 
*ui  the  IT-SE 100  index  and  the 
^company  meets  a  series  of 
other  performance  criteria. 
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Insurer 
warns  of 
further 
fall  in  life 
bonuses 


WEEKEND 

MONEY 


By  Caroline  Merrell 


STANDARD  LIFE,  one  of  die 
UK’S  biggest  life  insurance 
companies,  is  warning  that 
bonus  rates  on  with-profits  life 
insurance  policies  will  fall  for 
the  fifth  year  in  succession, 
despite  last  year’s  II  per  cent 
rise  in  toe  UK  stock  market 

Peter  Robertson,  Standard 
Life  assistant  general  manag¬ 
er.  said:  “Many  life  insurance 
companies  look  at  toe  level  of 
dividend  growth  when  consid¬ 
ering  their  bonus  rates,  rather 
than  overall  growth,  and  divi¬ 
dends  have  not  risen  as  much 
as  toe  market.  Payouts  will  not 
go  up  but  could  fall  further." 

The  payouts  for  millions  of 
savers  with  with-profits  en¬ 
dowments  have  been  falling 
since  1992.  Thousands  who 
took  out  these  savings 
schemes  at  the  end  of  toe  late 
Eighties  to  cover  mortgages 
have  been  forced  to  increase 
their  monthly  contributions. 

Next  week,  many  of  the 
biggest  life  insurance  com¬ 
panies  win  unveil  bonus  rates 
for  the  coming  year.  Among 
the  first  to  declare  will  be 
General  Accident  and  Nor¬ 
wich  Union.  Philip  Scott,  NU 
group  director,  said:  “Bonuses 
have  been  falling  for  a  number 
of  years.  We  expect  this  trend 
to  continue . . 

He  claimed  that  payouts  on 
ten-year  policies  would  be  hit 
most  by  bonus  cuts  —  the 
returns  on  short e^erm  poli¬ 
cies  have  fallen  from  a  peak  of 
13  per  cent  five  years  ago.  Mr 
Scott  said:  "We  expect  ten-year 
policies  to  yield  around  9  per 
cent,  still  much  higher  than 
inflation  which  has  been  . 
around  the  4-5  per  cent  mark." 

Clerical  Medical,  now  part  | 
of  Halifax,  has  admitted  it  is 
planning  to  cut  its  annual 
bonus  rate.  However,  it  points 
out  that  toe  cut  will  be 
compensated  by  the  extra 
bonus  distributed  by  the  Hali¬ 
fax  in  the  takeover  deal. 
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First  of  a  new 
four-part 
special  guide 


Portfolio  EuroPEP  is  to  be  launched  in  February 
with  a  three  week  fixed  price  offer.  The  offer  opens  on 
Saturday  February  8  and  doses  on  Friday  February  28. 


To  register  for  a  special  discount, 
call  this  free  number  at  any  time 
before  January  31: 


Or  register  through  your  usual 
Financial  Adviser. 


Portfolio  EuroPEP  will  invest  in  a  fund  of  funds 
giving  a  diversified  portfolio  of  the  best  European 
funds  from  the  best  European  fund  managers. 
Like  all  PEPs,  rt  may  fluctuate  in  value. 


Issued  by  Portfolio  Fund  Management  Limited, 
64  London  Wall,  London  EC2M  5TP. 
Telephone:  0171  638  0808.  Fax:  0171  638  0050. 


Portfolio  Fund  Management  Limited  is  regulated  by  toe  Pereonal  Investment  Authority  and  by  Imrq 
@  Liberty  international  a  k«m  a*  Lncnv  anmuiKiuL  boo* 
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BA  recruitment  plan  tallies  with  redundancies 


By  Jon  Ashworth 

BRITISH  AIRWAYS  has  accelerated 
its  El  billion  business  efficiency 
programme  with  a  bewildering 
round  of  employee  musical  chairs. 
The  airline  has  confirmed  that  it  is 
seeking  5,000  voluntary  redundan¬ 
cies,  but  said  that  it  intends  to  take  on 
a  similar  number  of  new  recruits 
skilled  in  customer  services  and 
.  languages. 


BA  initially  hopes  to  take  on  1.000 
cabin  crew  and  customer  service  staff 
in  the  next  year.  It  says  that  more 
than  2,500  existing  cabin  crew  “want 
to  go  part-time",  and  it  needs  recruits 
versed  in  languages  to  fill  the  gap. 
BA  nods  to  increase  numbers  over¬ 
all  to  cope  with  a  busier  airline 
schedule. 

A  newspaper  and  radio  advertising 
campaign  will  begin  shortly’.  BA 
conceded,  however,  that  positions  are 


being  advertised  internally  for  staff 
who  are  available  for  redeployment 
A  spokesman  said:  “There  are  a 
number  of  staff  who  will  find  their 
jobs  no  longer  exist" 

The  process  began  last  September 
when  BA  announced  that  it  was 
closing  its  contract  handling  unit  ar 
Heathrow  with  the  loss  of  750  jobs. 
Two  months  later  it  pur  ground  fleer 
services  up  for  sale,  threatening  470 
jobs  at  Heathrow  and  Gatwick. 


Cabin  crew  on  BA’s  regional  routes 
face  pay  freezes  and  pay  cuts. 

The  closures  come  on  top  of  the 
5.000  voluniarv  redundancies. 
Where  the  axe  will  fall  next  is 
unclear,  but  BA  is  intent  on  pressing 
ahead  with  its  cosr-cutting  Step 
Change  programme.  The  airline  is 
seeking  to  upgrade  its  fleet  of  737s  to , 
conform  with  new  European  noise 
regulations. 

Bob  Ayling,  chief  executive  of  BA 


has  angered  staff  with  his  reforms, 
and  was  quick  to  defend  his  latest 
initiative.  He  said:  "We  work  in  an 
increasingly  competitive  industry 
and  must-  continue  to  be  the  first 
choice  in  every  major  market  that  we 

serve." 

Mr  Ayling  added:  "This  change 
programme  is  not  just  a  cost-cutting 
exercise  but  -  a  positive  story  of 
investment,  growth  and  continual 
efficiency  improvement." . 


m  wages  at 
highest  level m 
this  century 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


BRITAIN  now  has  a  cycle  of 
“low  pay  and  no  pay’"  —  low 
earnings  and  high  unemploy¬ 
ment.  according  to  new  re¬ 
search  yesterday  that  showed 
wage  inequality  is  now  at  its 
highest  rhis  century. 

The  Centre  for  Economic 
Performance,  an  independent 
think-tank  based  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics, 
used  previously  unavailable 
Government  figures'  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  a  range  of  key  labour 
market  and  economic  points, 
including: 

□  Low-paid  people  are  more 
likely  to  become  unemployed, 
while  those  getting  jobs  after 
being  unemployed  are  likely 
to  be  low  paid.  Previously  low- 
paid  people  getting  back,  into 
work  are  even  more  likely 
than  others  to  be  low-paid 
again,  "evidence  of  a  cycle  of 
low  pay  and  no  pay". 

□  In  the  10  years  to  1995,  the 
proportion  of  employees  earn¬ 
ing  below  half  median  hourly 
pay  has  more  than  doubled  — 
from  11  per  cent  of  the  total  to 
5.2  per  cent.  For  male  manual 
workers  ihe  increase  in  low 
pay  is  sharper  still,  quadru¬ 
pling  over  rhe  period. 

D  In  jobs  taken  by  the  unem¬ 
ployed  the  real  median  wage 
level  actually  fell  by  12  per  cent 
so  that  ar  around  E 100  a  week 
now.  entry  jobs  —  usually 
part-time  and  temporary,  and 
often  Filled  by  women  —  are 
paid  at  about  half  the  real 
wage  levels  of  continuing  jobs. 


New  entry  jobs  for  unem¬ 
ployed  people  are  also  going  to 
people  from  households  where 
at  feast  one  other  person  is 
already  working,  rather  than 
to  people  from  the  increasing 
number  of  jobless  households, 
which  now  form  a  fifth  of  the 
total.  An  entry'  job  is  twice  as 
likely  to  be  taken  by  someone 
from  a  working  rather  than  a 
workless  household. 

□  Movement  between  lower 
and  higher-paid  jobs  is  limit¬ 
ed.  the  studies  show,  and  has 
declined  since  the  1970s.  Even 
if  people  manage  to  move 
beyond  low  pay  levels,  they  do 
not  more  very  far.  with  only  a 
third  managing  to  move  up 
more  than  two  deciles  —  two 
10  per  cent  bands  across  the 
spread  of  income. 

The  studies  suggest  that 
wage  differences  between  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  UK.  have  risen 
sharply  in  the  last  two  de¬ 
cades.  resulting  in  a  wage 
distribution  that  is  now  more 
unequal  than  at  any  other 
time  this  century. 

The  centre  used  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Security  data  lo 
show  that,  of  a  sample  of 
unemployed  aged  between  35 
and  44  in  197S-79,  as  many  as 
78  per  cent  were  unemployed 
15  years  later. 

Paul  Gregg,  the  centre's 
senior  research  fellow,  said 
yesterday  that  the  studies 
showed  the  need  for  a  mini¬ 
mum  wage,  combined  with 
reforms  to  the  benefit  system. 


Traders  bandied  an  average  661,183  contracts  a  day  last  year,  for  a  nominal  average  dally  value  of  £159.5  billion 


Busy  Liffe 
makes  1996 
vintage  year 

THE  London  International 
Financial  Futures  and  Op¬ 
tions  Exchange  (liffe)  enjoyed 
a  record  year  in  19%.  The 
exchange  traded  167.94  mil¬ 
lion  futures  and  options  con¬ 
tracts.  an  increase  of  nearly  10 
per  cent  over  1994,  the  previ¬ 
ous  busiest  year,  and  an 
increase  of  27  per  cent  over 
1995.  The  annual  average 
daily  volume  rose  to  661,183 
contracts,  representing  a 
nominal  average  daily  value 
of  £1593  billion.  During  the 
traditionally  quiet  month  of 
December  a  total  of  113 
million  futures  and  options 
contracts  were  traded,  up  45 
percent  on  1995.  making  it  the 
busiest  December  on  record. 


Preferred  bidders 
named  for  BBC 
transmission  deals 


By  Paul  Durman 


THE  BBC  has  named  an 
American-led  consortium  as 
the  preferred  bidder  to  take 
over  the  running  of  its  domes¬ 
tic  transmission  network, 
which  is  expected  to  fetch 
more  than  £210  million. 

The  decision  to  award  the 
transmission  business  to  the 
group  led  by  Castle  Tower 
Corporation  was  a  blow  to 
NTL.  the  company  that  runs 
transmission  for  the  ITV  com¬ 
panies  and  Channel  4. 

The  BBC  also  named  Mer- 
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Boeing  737-300 


I  in  Communications  Interna¬ 
tional.  a  management  and 
employee  buyout  team,  as 
preferred  bidder  for  the  World 
Service  transmission  busi¬ 
ness.  This  transaction,  which 
includes  access  to  the  Bush 
House  control  room  and  the 
BBC’s  satellite  distribution 
system,  will  fetch  a  smaller 
price.  Proceeds  from  the 
World  Service  transmission 
sale  will  go  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  but  die  BBC  will  receive 
the  money  from  the  Castle 
Tower  consortium.  It  ts  to 
invest  this  in  digital  television. 

Bob  Phillis,  the  BBC's  depu¬ 
ty  director-general,  said  both 
preferred  bidders  would 
maintain  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  of  employment  for 
the  570  BBC  staff  involved. 
However,  he  said  tills  did  not 
rule  out  the  possibility  of 
redundancies.  He  said  view¬ 
ers  and  listeners  should  see  no 
change  to  their  programmes. 

The  Castle  Tower  consor¬ 
tium  includes  TeleDiffusion 
de  France,  part  of  France Tele¬ 
com,  and  the  investment  firm 
Candover  Investments.  NTL’s 
bid  met  opposition  because  of 
monopoly  concerns. 


Alfa  Laval 

Alfa  Laval  Ltd  (report  Decem¬ 
ber  9)  makes  process  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  brewery  industry, 
but  is  not  itself  a  brewer.  Its 
new  continuous,  maturation 
system  for  lager  beers  speeds 
up  secondary  fermentation, 
and  is  not  aimed  at  rhe  real  ale 
marker. 


New  bidder 
for  Scott 
Pickford 

THE  BATTLE  for  the  control 
of  Scott  Pickford  took  yet 
another  turn  yesterday  when  a 
second,  unnamed  company 
made  an  approach  which 
could  result  in  a  E6.7  million 
bid  for  the  geological  consul¬ 
tancy  (Fraser  Nelson  writes). 

The  more  challenges  the 
£6.06  million  bid  which  Aero1 
data,  an  Australian  geophysics 
company,  is  poised  tomake.  Itls 
understood  that  the  new  bidder 
intends  to  appeal  to  Pickford* 
rebel  shareholders,  led  by  An¬ 
thony  Phillips,  who  last  Novem¬ 
ber  won  control  of  the  Scott 
Pickford 's  board. 

The  new  bid  comes  after 
Kapo  Simorrian,  whose  sup¬ 
port  gave  tiie  rebels  the  52  per 
cent  they  needed,  switched 
sides  and  sold  a  vital  3  per  cent 
stake  to  Aerodata,  removing 
the  rebels’  majority. 

Don  Scott,  founder  and  chair¬ 
man  of  Scott  Pickford,  said  the 
new  bid  puts  the  company's 
future  on  a  knife  edge  once 
again.  He  said  the  new  bidder, 
believed  to  be  a  large  American 
geophysics  company,  was  “very 
respectable”.  I 
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T&N  still  keen  on  , 

Kolbenschmidt  stake 

'TAN.  the  automotive  ccrapcsnents  group,  remains  kera  to 
take  a  stake  of  nearly  50  per  cent  in  Kolbenschmidt.  a 
German  piston  manufacturer,  in  spite  of  a  newspaper  report 
that  the  British  company  is  ready  to  abandon  its  ambitions, 

But  the  deal  has  proved  controversial  in  Germany  and  is 
facing  opposition  from  the  Federal  Cartel  Office,  whidi  will 
give  its  final  ruling  next  month. 

■Ihe  company  has  still  to  renew  one  of  two  option  agreements 

over  24.99  per  cent  of  Kolbenschmidrs  shares,  prompting 
Boersen  Zectung  to  suggest  the  deal  was  unlikely  to  proceed! 
However,  T&N  is  playing  down  the  significance  of  the 
expired  option,  which  covers  shares  held  by  Commet  Ebank. 
its  German  bankers.  Last  month  T&N  transferred  half  of  its 
options  from  Commerzbank  to  Metallbank  at  a  cost  of  £8- 
millian.  T&N  has  spent  about  E30  million  to  acquire  and 
.finance  its  interest  in  KolbenschmidL  Taking  ownership  of 
the  shares  could  cost  another  £120  million. 

Albion  shines  on  debut 

WEST  BROMWICH  ALBION,  the  football  dub,  almost  trebled 
its  value  on  joining  the  Alternative  Investment  Market 
yesterday.  Its  snares,  placed  at  E10Q  each,  dosed  at  £280.  The 
mark-up  values  the  company  at  £16.9  million  and' creates  an 
instant  paper  profit  of  E9.52  millibn  for  its  shareholders,  includ¬ 
ing  hundreds  of  fans  who  bought  shares  in  a  private 
fundraising  last  year.  Albion  made  a  £171,000  pre-tax  profit  in 
the  year  to  June  30,  against  a  loss  of  E489.000  the  previous  year. 

David  Jones  warning 

DAVID  JONES,  the  upmarket  Australian  retailer  headed  .  . 
byknmerBurt(mdirectorChrisTideraan,yesta^ygave . 
warning  that  half-year  profits  would  be  significantly 
lower  than  expected.  The  group,  which  owns  more  than 
30  department  stores,  said  interim  net  profits  to  January  . 

1997  would  be  about  50  per  cent  lower  at  about  A$  19 
million  (£95  million).  The  warning  is  tile  fourth  since  •• 

Jones  floated  in  November  1995. 

German  output  rises 

GERMAN  industrial  production  rose  By  1.6  per  cent  in 
November,  official  provisional  adjusted  figures  show.  An 
estimated  decline  of  output  in  September  has  been  more  than 
halved,  from  IB  per  cent  to0.7  per  cent.  In  the  west,  output  in 
November  rose  2  per  cent  on  Odobert  figure  (revised  dedine 
of  0.6  per  cent).  In  the  east,  output  fen  03  per  cent  in  November 
(revised  dedine  of  1.4  per  cent  in  October).  In  October  and 
November  output  was  1  per  cent  up  on  the  same  period  in  1995. 

Rotork  disposals 

ROTORK,  the  specialist  engineering  group,  has  sold  its  loss¬ 
making  gas  and  refinery  operations,  that  comprise  the 
company's  Rotork  Analysis  division  for  a  total  of  £139 
million.  The  gas  business  was  acquired  by  Signal  Instrument 
Company  for  £640,000  while  the  oil  refinery  business  has 
been  soldtb  Sysco  Analytics  for  £750,000.  Pierre  Pavy,  a 
director  of  Rotork  since  1984  and  managing  director  ofRotork 
Analysis  since  1990,  isleaving  the  group. 

Weston  Hyde  buyout 

A  MANAGEMENT' team  has  acquired  Weston  Hyde 
Products,  a  manufacturer  ,  of  flexible  pvc  film  products. 
from  EVC  Group  for  . £45  million.  7 he  business,  based  at 
Frome,  Somerset;  has  annual -turnover  of  around  £17 
million  and  employs  190  people.  The  three-strong 
management  team  was  led  tty  Stephen  Cliffe.  formerly  a 
senior  executive  of  European  Vinyls  Corporation,  and  was 
financed  primarily  by  Barclays  Acquisition  Finance. 

Bemrose  buys  Gerber  * 

BEMRQSE  Corporation,  the  UK  security  printer  and 
supplier  of  promotional  produets,  has  acquired  Gerber 
Industries  for  $6  million.  Gerber,  based  in  Arizona, 
manufactures  plastic  products,  primarily  water  bottles,  to 
distributors  in  the  promotional  products  sector.  It  also  i 
sells  visors  and  yo-yos.  Gerber  is  expected  to  earn 
operating  profits  of  $800,000  on  turnover  of  $7  million  in 
the  year  to  the  end  of  February. 
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Bank  Bank 

Buys  Sells 

Austrafia  S  —  223  2.07 

Austria  Sch  —  19.32  17.82 

Belgium  Ft  —  56.60  5230 

Canada  S  . —  2426  2266 

Cyprus  Cyp£  .  0.819  0.764 

Denmark  Kr  -  10.53  9.73 

Finland  Mkfc ...  &aa  7.73 

France  Fr -  9.13  8.54 

Germany  Dm  .  2.76  255 

Greece  Dr  ....  «30  405 

Hong  Kong  S  13.68  1268 

Iceland -  120  100 

Ireland  Pt  1 06  098 

Israel  Shk -  5.78  5.11 

Italy  bra .  2673  2S18 

Japan  Yen  209.30  133.30 

Malta -  0646  0591 

NettwddsGId  1073  2843 

Now  Zealand  S  253  231 

Norway  Kr  ... .  11.34  1054 

Portugal  Esc  .  273.00  254.50 

S  Africa  Hd  -  .  851  7.71 

Span  PU  .... .  22850  21250 

Sweden  Kr .  1228  11.48 

Switzerland  Fr  240  222 

Ttrtey  Ura  —  192300  180300 

USA  5 . — .  1-786  1.850 

Rato  for  smal  denomination  bank 
notes  only  as  supp&ed  by  Barclays  Bank 
PLC  Different  rates  apply  to  traveflnr’s 
cheques.  Rates  as  a  dose  or  tmdteg 
yesterday 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 
The  1997  agenda  far  Waller 
Hasselkus,  Rover’s  chief 
executive,  includes  launching 
ihe  new  small  Land  Rover, 
developing  the  replacement 
for  the  600  and  800  saloons, 
finalising  the  new  Mini,  and 
sealing  a  deal  on  working 
practices.  If  he  can  pass  those 
milestones,  the  renaissance  of 
BMW' s  British  subsidiary 
will  be  well  under  way. 

Business  Focus  tomorrow 
in  The  Sundav  Times 
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THE  CITY  INSIDE  OUT 


AFTER  IHE  TURKEY, 
A  FEW  CHOICE  CUTS 


NEW  YEAR 


^rtycmryearwitiiaansidered 
look  at  the  best  deals  in  investment 
Investors  Chranide’s  fast  issue  of  1997 
examines  the  whole  gamut  of  savings  and 
financial  products.  From  deposit  accounts, 
lo  credit  cards,  from  income  bands  to 
growth  funds,  youU  find  a  complete 
rundown  ax  what  to  bny-and  what  not 
to. 

We  erentefi  you  where  the  best 
value  share  dealing  is  on  offer  and  how  to 

aryogjjfrpp  mfim-matirtn  i^tlw|>M. 


deal  ytmreaDy  want  Awi;iflfaeNew.: 


cuboid. 


To  find  out  our  choice  of 1997V 


1997  from  vrair 
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A  WORKING  WEEK  FOR:  GEOFFREY  GELARDI 
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mix  of  fun  and  flair 


Jon  Ashworth  enjoys  a  night  to  remember 


as  itsmanas 


director  stages  a  fift 


TW  -  Tr  ^.Year's  -  a  helicopter  at  2D  minutes*  notice,  to 
I  Ev&  at.  the  booldtigs .  for private  jets  .  ~  .  the 
t  -^r  LahesKor-t  -Gulfstreatii;  GIV  isr  the  executive  jet  ol 
ough  was.  choice^ Lanesborough guests  are  used  to 
not.  toe-occasion  .for  ^  ‘  geflmg  wf^.thQntfxmL  . 
thatrotc^iccandWh "  ,  “Anytfnrtg  you  can  think  of.  been 
nudhigfat  requested,**  says  GelardL  'There. really 
^rudt.  caancHis  began  .  isn't  anything  -that  ewe  would  consider 
.  blasting  confetti  over  ,  outrageous— other  than the  illegal  stuff, 
revellexs  gathered  in  which  1  wouldn't  tell  you  about  anyway, 
restaurant.  Fireworks  You  always  get  die  occasional  craay." 


almi  wm£E 


on.the^ass^eSir^^d  the;:.  ;j£i  ta^id " newspaper  bride  gleefully 
strains  erf  manning  pipers  began'waflmg  reported  thattbe  Lanesboroogh  was 
uuroi^i  the  corridora^  In  the  library  Bar,  bong  used  as  a  “knocking  shop”  by  local 
owbaant  guests;  were  eyeing  . bottfes  ofc.  ..bdjesofthe  night.  GeWdi  says  the  hold 
ZW>year-oId  cognac— a  snip  at  E500'per  was  set  up— tiie  reporter  tried  to  entrap 
.v  ...  lus  s^^ but eonoedesL that  it  is  hard  to 

“  ^  five  years  since  the  Lanes borough  control,  what  .  happens  behind 
rose  from  toe.  shell  oftfce,  St  (forge's.  .  doors." ^Weid  stop  anybody  .from  doing 


Hospital  on  Hydeftirk Cbrncr.  Geoffrey V  anything  tb 
Gelardi,  the  Noted'S  managing  director.:  we  ate  not  j 
was  intent  on  making  the  anniversary  an  judge  what  i 
occasion  to  remember  —  down  tea  five-  •  do." 
foot  birthday  cake costing  £^000.  Guests  - , .  Gdardi  Jj 
at  the  new  year  lestiritfe  were  treated  to  a  the  "stuffini 
six-course  dfrrner.;  washed  down  with  “WeVe-  got 
gallons  of  BoIlrngex:'  Ai  E285  per  bead  it .  1  Suite  for  £3; 
was  reputedly  the  mtisfexpeusive party  in.  might  hot  o 
London.  j.-_.  in  the  enter 

The  Umesfoorouj^-is^  same  top  pe 

expensive..  One  .  gratis  this  ,  'ar  once,  fiEmpeople^ 
swee^gmpastfcesphjtterihggasfiresb  they  wanttr 
maligned  by  MidiadWiniteri  the  Erector-  .‘Stanley  -] 
of  Death  Wish  arid  a  ■  ,-V  -. 

newspaper.;  columnist 

Giant  waxli&c  "  'drria-t  I,  ''1* .:  £  A  HnfeTlc  ' 
ments  straddle  -the  eri-  V 


trance.  To  the  right  sits  :  .  liVp  rii 
the  Conservatory,  where  ~AV;  *  u 

the  hapless  Winner  •  Wio] 
ordered  a  £499/  bottle  of  ..  . .  : 
Chateau  Lafite-Roth-  ■  T'hof’c 
schild  1961  .With-  his  "  ;j-. 
kedgeree,  and  described 
the  result  as  “so  iwfaTas  ,  *  J1  .  - 

to  be  almost  indescrib-  ,/v. 

able".  To  the  left,  sits  die  Withdrawing 
Room,  where  the  wodd’s  rkhest  mah.  Bill 
Gates,  has  been sighted  in  his  trademark1' 
sweater,  and  speakers.  J..’  -  V  ]■ . . . 

Below,  in  a  tiny-  office.  Kited  "  wife 
celebrity  photographs,  'Geiaidi,4i;  is 


like  running  a 
small  city. 

•  That’s  why  it’s 


anytomg  that  affects  our  otoerguests.  but 
,  we  are.not policemen.  Ws  are  not  here;  to 
judge  what  our ’guests  should  or  shouldn’t 

•dOi"  ■-  •  •.  .•  •. 

- Gdardi  has  consciously  s^out  to  avoid 
the  “stuffiness"  of  sane  London  hotels. 
“WeVe^  got  people  who  take  bur  Royal 
Suite  for  E3JSX)  a  night,  and  sane  of  them 
might  not  own  a  side,  especially  the  ones 
in  the  entertainment  business. /We*ve  got 
some  top  people,  c&recttffs  of  companies, 
film  peGpte^and  thqr  ward  Oieaemoe.  but 
thqr  want  to  be  casiial."  '  ■’  -  " 

"  Stanley  Kubrick,  -the-  fihn  director. 

•  .  rccendy  took.  over,  the 

entire  second  fkxr  cd  the 
lfpf  tC  ’ "  -  hotek  induefe^ flieRcry- 
9rrl  u*  ai  Suite,  for  a  week's 
inina  a  dmoting  on  his  new  film, 

.  gygg  \tyule  Shut,  starring 
Y*jfy  /  .  -Ibm  ■  Cruise  and  Nicole ' 
'  Kidmam  He  paid  the  fall 
tfhv  it’C  •  rate.  Michael  Jackson 
\  y  •;  ■;  and  Madonna  have  both 
tRp..  J  -  sampled  the  Royal  Suite. 

•  ■■■  and  not  without  drama. 

■'  -1  .  Two  years  ago  some  new- 

lyweds^arrived  to  find  their  honeymoon 
suite  "bdaqaed  by  one  of  Madonna  V 
entourage.  They  were  hustled:off  to  the 
nearby:  HaDdri.  -  •  • 

These  apd  otter  disasters  featureat  the 
dally-  meeting  of  senior  staff,,  hdd  in 


Geoffrey  Gdardi,  managing  director  of  the  Lanesbo rough,  where  attention  to  detafl  means  creating  computer  profiles  of  a  guest’s  likes  and  dislikes 


holding  court  He^ sits  toimdegarit  de^  .Gelardi’s  afee  at  830am.  The  logistics 
dose  to  a  computex  terinin^  brimnnng  -  are  simpler  than  in  many  bolds  —  there 
with  guest  profiles.  TVe  feid  out  alidiar  \  ' are  oo^y  30  to40  arrivals  aiiay  an  average 


likes  and  dislikes,  what  kind  xrf.  rauac,  : 
which  car  to  meet  tbem  at  fee  airport  It  ;  . 
all  goes  into  their  guKt  Instoiy.^*  •>  ’ 7"  “ 
The  Lanesbcrougi  isoWMd^M  j^ba :  . 


r-'  but: with  nearly  300  staff  serving  95 
roams?  matters  can  spiral  out  .  of  hand 
rapidljr.'/ ....  .  ,• 

•  -  Gelardi’s  wwk  is  anything  hut  duff. 
■^0- girftek Iwreiess  is. like  running  a. 
small '  aty. .  you  hive  pqies  bursting. 


Gdardi,  vyho5E^a^a^gnnMafoi»£hiitev,«w?J^*es^atisnigprohkins,nni^^ 
the  Hotd  Bel-iw  iaXQS/^n^fes.  arrived  :'Qf  dangs,  and  toafS  half  the  fan.  ThaTs 


in  Lcrndon  m  T990  to^wtersee  the  £8S 
million  project  The  work. .  paidL  off. 
Occupancy  at  the  five-sfar  iariesbracough 


wtoy  this  business  is  terrific—  because  you 
never  have  two  days  die  same.  You 
always  have  to  be  a  little  bit  on  your  toes 


averages  91  per  cent,  in. spite  afxates  th^t  and  readyforthenext  thmgthaftgang  to 
work  out  at  about-£320  a  nighLThehrtd’  walkthrough  your  door." 


hassucoessfaUyltoedbustnessfroinaridk'..  ■,  Dne  of  me  big 
competitors  sudi  as  tfae  Dorchester  and  hptdiersis  whatio 


rt  dDemmas  filing 
ifa  guest  dies  on  the 


Qandge's.  “We  thought^  would  take  ten  premises.  Hotel  lore  bas  irthatvictims  are 
years  to  Kt  where  we  have,"  says  Gelarcfi.- ;  smoked  out  m  jjody  bags  in  die  middle 
“We  did  rt  in  three!"  V  ...  oftteni^it  GelardfisaysAatnoonehas 

Gelardi  is  responsilje  for  Rosewood’s  .  succumbed  at  the  Lanesborough  yet  “I 
interests  in  Eurqpel  the  Middle  East  arid  '  had  two  die  on  me  atHdie  B^Air,"  he 
Aria,  but  running  the  Lanesboroughis  a.  •  •  -recalls.  -You  are.as  discreet  .as  possible, 
full-time  job  in  ilsdL  He  has  enepuntered  Ypu  don’t  take  toem  through  toe  lobby 
all  manner  (rfreqtiesteffomdanaids  far  and  say,  yeah,  there  he  goes  —.another 


guy  who  had  breakfast  this  morning." 

Michael  Winner  is  toe  one  person  who 
is  distinctly  not  welcome  at  toe 
Lanesborough.  but  even  that  episode  had 
its  amusing  ride.  Gelardi  was  invited  to 
review  Winner’s  most  recent  film.  Dirty 
Weekend,  and  responded  in  kind,  describ¬ 
ing  it  as  “so  awful  as  to  be  almost 
indescribable". 

Gdardi  is  married  to  an  American,  and 
spent  years  across  toe  Adantic  but  he  was 
bora  and  raised  in  England.  He  worked 
as  a  waiter  at  the  Carlton  Tower  near  by, 
in  the  days  when  the  St  George’s  Hospital 
was  thriving.  His  father.  Albert,  set  up  the 
hotel  aim  of  toe  Forte  empire  in  toe 
Sixties,  and  was  put  in  charge  of 
American  operations  after  Forte  merged 
with  Tiustoouse.  The  Gdardis  and  the 
Fortes  share.an  impressive  lineage: 

By  toe  time  he  was  26,  Gelardi  was 
running  food  and  beverages  at  a  casino 
complex  in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey, 
overseeing  a  staff  of  1300  and  revenues  of 
£38  million.  In  1982,  he  began  his 
association  with  Rosewood  Hotels,  then  a 
small  company  linked  to  the  estate  of 
Caroline  Rose  Hunt,  daughter  of  a  Texan 
oil  tycoon.  After  the  Bd-Air  he  left 
Rosewood  to  run  a  luxury  hotd  in  Seattle, 
then  was  lured  bade  to  take  on  the- 


Lanesborough.  He  lives  in  Esher,  Surrey. 
with  his  wife,  Eileen,  and  their  three 
children.  Pi era.  Georgina  and  toe  baby. 
Olivia. 

Gelardi  treats  me  to  a  guided  tour, 
— I  ushering  me  past  the 
jr^J  rear  entrance  where 
1  Madonna  and  other 
_  celebrities  sneak  in 
and  out.  Arnold 
-*■  Schwarzenegger  has 
been  spotted  roaming 
|  the  corridors.  Robin 
j=q  Williams  is  a  frequent 
— 1  visitor,  and  the  Duke 
of  Edinburgh  pops  in  for  tea.  Guests  are 
attended  by  butlers,  who  monitor  their 
charges  using  a  sophisticated  electronic 
system.  For  each  floor,  they  can  tell  who's 


in.  who’s  out.  and  whether  the  maid  is 
deaning  up.  They  can  tell  which  lights  are 
on.  and  raise  or  lower  room  temperatures 
on  request. 

Back  on  ground  level.  1  am  guided 
towards  toe  Library  Bar,  with  its  tasteful 
imitation  bookshelf.  It  is  here  that  Jon  Bon 
Jovi.  toe  rock  star,  idles  away  the  hours, 
knocking  back  cognacs  in  the  company  of 
Salvatore  Calabrese,  the  legendary 
barman. 

Calabrese’S  triumph  is  a  collection  of 
rare  cognacs,  dubbed  “liquid  history", 
which  he  sells  by  the  glass  at  exorbitant 
prices.  Bon  vivants  pay  E500  a  shot  — 
even  £1,000  in  some  cases  —  and  are 
treated  to  the  history  of  the  day.  Napoleon 
marching  on  Russia;  George  Washington 
addressing  the  nation.  Calabrese  sold 


£21.600  worth  of  cognac  in  one  night 
alone,  and  takes  in  £6.000  to  £9,000  a 
week  in  cognac  sales. 

One  guest  was  so  sold  on  drinking 
“liquid  history"  that  he  insisted  toe  price 
be  kept  from  him.  retreating  with  his 
glass  to  a  comer  of  toe  room.  Calabrese 
found  him  there  with  tears  streaming 
down  his  face.  To  this  day  he  is  not  sure 
whether  it  was  the  experience  or  toe  bill. 

By  now  I  can  barely  restrain  myself. 
Why,  I  could  even  swallow  my  reserva¬ 
tions  about  the  fake  books,  the  chintzy 
ornaments.  I  will  build  the  Lanesborough 
into  a  dream  palace,  a  Taj  Mahal,  the 
most  wonderful  place  on  earth.  Calabrese 
draws  near  with  a  conspiratorial  air. 
“Would  you  like."  he  says,  cradling  an 
ancient  bottle,  “to  see  toe  price  list?" 


ANSWER  YES  TO  ANY  ONE 


AND  YOU  COULD 


ADVANTAGE  OF  OUR 


3-PART  OFFER  WORTH  MORE  THAN  £17.50 


line  for  BR’s 
bbline  in  art 


1 )  Do  you  save  any  of  your  money?  YesG  NoO 

2)  Do  you  feel  that  you  should  get  more 

from  your  savings  or  investments?  Yes  □  No  □ 

3)  Would  you  like  to  find  out  how,  from  real  experts 
who  will  never  try  to  sell  you  a  single  product?  YesD  No  □ 

Personal  Finance  magazine  is  wrinen  especially  for  those  that  are  new  ro 
investing  and  saving,  or  have  too  little  time  to  find  out  all  about  the  options 
for  themselves. 

Each  month  the  magazine  explains  all  the  complexities  in  everyday  jargon- 
free  language  covering  topics  such  as: 

•  PEPs  •  Pension  and  savings  plan  investments  •Investment  Trusts 

•  Unit  Trusts  •  Life  insurance 
...and  much,  much  more. 

All  for  only  £2.25  each  month  from  your  newsagent.  But  take  up  this  founder  subscriber  offer,  and  youll  pay 

less  than  £1.45  an  issue. 

Part  1  -  With  this  massive  37%  discount  you  may  already  be  reaching  for  your  cheque  book.  Well,  hold  on 
a  minute.  If  you  choose  to  pay  your  subscription  by  standing  order  -  not  only  need  you  SEND  NO  MONEY 
NOW  -  but  we  will  hold  your  subscription  at  this  price  forever."  THEN  THERE'S  MORE. 

Part  2  -The  jargon-busting  A  to  Z  of  Personal  Finance  explains  what  all  those  complicated  financial  terms 
really  mean.  The  news-stand  I  ——  —  ——— i  — 

price  for  this  invaluable  |  .  | 

companion  publication  to  the  i  I  wish  to  become  a  subscriber  to  Personal  Finance  magazine  for  only  | 
magazine  is  £2.50.  K  £1&S5  for  12  issues  and  claim  The  A  to  Z  of  Personal  Finance  (worth  £2.58)  i 

^.subscribers  jopetspnal  |  3fld  the  two  editions  of  What  PEP  (worth  £5.00}  both  Free  to  subscribers.  I 


YesD  NoO 


You  may  not  have  reaF 
ised  but  another  Brit-, 
ish  Rail .  sefiroff  is 
almost  upon  us.  This  one  is 
scheduled  for  January  30 
and  comes  in  toe  form  of  an 
auction  at  Sotheby's  New 
York  of  the  last  remaining 
canvases  from  toe  British 
Rail  Pension  Fund’s  art  col¬ 
lection,  which  includes  Old 
Masters. 

There  are  some  jewels  left 
including  a  pair  of  exquisite 
Venetian  scenes  by  Canalet¬ 
to.  a  portrait  painted  in  1756 
by  Francois  Hubert  Dnraais 
of  toe  children  of  tte  Due  de 
Bouillon,  and  a  Mfo-certnry 
triptych  by  IS^ceaio  dl  Pietro 

Gerinl  .  ^  . 

Sotheby’s,  which  advised . 
the  pension  fond  on  top 
original  acquisitions  and  lias 
handled  the  subsequent 
sales,  has  put  an  estimated 
value  of  ^between  $L5  mflKon 
and  $2  million  on  the  Cana- 


Joanjoa  l^tnian  tradcs  the  investment 
of  the  railway’s  pension  fund 


letto  pam  and  between 
$60tt000  and  $800,000  on 
titeThrouals. 

-  '‘An  Old  Master  in :  good 
condition  with  no  questions 
over  attribution,  will  general¬ 
ly  sell,  vay  wdl.  at  the 
moment,"  .  says  .  Alexander 
Bell,  senior  director  of  Old 
Masters  ai  Sotheby’s. 

Investing  m  art  however, 
.is  a  precarious  business  and 
the  British  Raff  Pension 
Fund  acquisition  program¬ 
me;  begun  in  1974.  provides  a 
good  case  stndy  of  thefrusi- 
ness.  The  fund’s  managers 
have  dabbled  in  some  of  the 
world's  most  exquisite  pools 
.of  fine  art.  confining  tbetn- 
setves  to  quality  through  toe 
adrioe  of  highly  reputable — 
but  highly  costly  —  dealers. 


They  have  won  admiration 
in  toe  arts  world  for  lending 
the  coQectxm  to  galleries 
around  the  world,  but  they 
have  spent  heavily  on  insur¬ 
ance  and  maintenance.  Un¬ 
able  to  value  toe  collection 
on  a  daily  basis,  as  they -do 
for  toexr  other  assets,  they 
arenawseUing- 

Was  it  a  mistake?  This  first 
cautious  tiptoe  imo  toe  art 
world  was  necessarily  an 
experiment  and  the  seO-off 
has;  on  balance;  made  re¬ 
spectable  returns.  But  in  toe 
end,  art  is  an  illiquid  market 
and  a  range  of  index-finked 
government  securities  would 

probably  have  produced  a 
better  return. 

The  acquisitions  pro¬ 
gramme  lasted  six  years  and 


hnneiDcdfconei 


spent  £40  million,  which,  at 
its  peak,  accounted  for  2.9 
per  cent  of  the  food’s  assets. 

In  1987  toe  fund  decided  to 
realise  the  total  value  of  toe 
collection  and  began  a  pro¬ 
gramme  of  sales.  There  have 
been  mixed  results.  Some 
collections  sold  extremely 
well,  such  as  the  Impression¬ 
ists  that  went  under  the 
hammer  in  April  1989  for  a 
total  of  £333  miDion  com¬ 
pared  with  an  original  pur¬ 
chase  price  of  £3-4  million. 
This  gave  a  cash  rale  of 
return  of  21.1  per  cent  and  a 
real  annual  rate  of  return  of 
2.9  per  cent 

More  recent  sales  have 
been  less  remunerative.  In 
July  1995  a  group  of  Old 
Masters  was  sold  for  £525 
million  against  a  purchase 
price  of  £1.43  million,  giving 
a  return  of  0.73  per  cent  per 
year  over  inflation.  A  farther 
group  of  18  Old  Masters 
were  sold  in  July  last  year. 
They  went  for  a  hammer 
price  of  £52  million  com¬ 
pared  with  a  purchase  pice 
of  £1.7  million,  bringing  a 
loss  m  real  terms  of  QA  per 
cent  per  annum. 

Only  160  items  of  floe  art 
remain  in  the  collection, 
worth  £63  million  at  pur¬ 
chase  price.  After  this  sale,  a 
final  affection  of  ancient 
glass  and  a  few  one-off 
pieces  will  be  put  on  the 
market  The  Renoirs,  the 
Goyas,  toe  cornucopia  of 
Greek.  Roman  and  Egyptian 
antiquities  no  doubt  provid¬ 
ed  British  Rail's  Pension 
Fund  managers  with  some 
singularly  glamorous  thrills, 
but  I  suspect  they  wifi  be 
happier  back  on  the  more 
familiar  black  and  white 
beat  of  solid  paper  securities. 
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companion  publication  to  the 
magazine  is  £2.50. 


Part  3  -Wbot  PEP  gives  you 
all  ihe  details  on  how  you  can 
get  the  most  out  of  saving  tax 
free.  Published  twice  a  year, 
the  price  of  this  publication  is 
£150  per  issue,  for  you  both 
issues  (worth  £5-00)  will  be 
i 0.00. 

So  -  whether  you  select 
standing  order  or  cash  -  fill 
and  send  back  this  coupon 
right  away  (postage  is  paid) 
and  we’ll  help  make  sure 
you  find  out  how  to  make 
the  most  of  your  money. 


STANDING  ORDERS 

Accountto  be  debited _  _ _ 

AccoimtINo _ _ _ 

Sjgwgxgtgl _ _ _ 


To _ jJartk _ 

Branch _ _ _ _ 

Address  _  _ _ 

Sort  Cede  _ _ _ 

Ptease  pay  Uoyda  Bank,  6  HtfbomOms,  London  Edl 
[3D  943D  for  the  credir  of  Personal  Fmanw  Magazine 
Account  No  0829125  the  sum  of  El &S5.  and  £1655  on  the 
samt  da&  saet?  aicsaJnff  rur  tmtf  fijrthor  notice  in 
writing  and  debit  ratfour  account  accordingly. 


I  enclose  a  chaque  for  E16S5  drawn  on  a  UK  benk  and 
madepayaUato 

Charterhouse  ConHouncanns  Group  Ltd.  C 
Please  debit  ray. 

Access  □  VisaD  American  Express  □  Diners  □ 

CartNo _ _ _ 

Expires  End _ _ _  _ _ 

Signature _ 

IN  ALL  CASES  P1EASE  COMPLETE  YOUR  NAME 
AND  ADDRESS 

Name  _ _ _ 

Address  . . . . . .  _r‘ 

Postcode  _ _ _ “ 

Telephone  . . . 

Complete  the  coupon  aad  return  to: 
Personal  Finance,  FREEPOST, 

4  Taboraade  Street,  fondooEC282BH 

FUnEMiMaunnaotiHair 


Raw  awaBiiBMyoa  way  recriwiidcniWia>l»wiPlhwcararulrMfanrtomwawiausBiiMa^^™»*fc«ot  ■»■«>■  dyT 

mtfpfEteraoinrsccJveSMhnfosBtMflWt&lMAD 


24  MARKETS  /  ANALYSIS 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  JANUARY  4 1997 


1 

1 

1 

Bargain-hunters  shop 
for  shares  in  Hanson 


BARGAIN-HUNTERS  on 
bach  sides  of  the  Adamic 
turned  their  attention  to  Han¬ 
son.  giving  ihe  demerging 
con giomera re's  shares  a  much 
needed  boost. 

Overnight  on  Wall  Street 
American  investors  were  big 
buyers,  snapping  up  the 
shares  in  the  form  of  .Ameri¬ 
can  Depositor}-  Receipts.  A 
total  of  4.5  million  ADR's  had 
changed  hands  by  the  close. 

In  London,  more  than  21 
million  shares  had  traded  as 
the  price  rose  43Jp  to  S534p. 
Hanson  was  the  worst  per¬ 
forming  constituent  of  the  top 
100  companies  in  London  last 
year,  with  the  price  falling 
around  30  per  cent,  even  after 
taking  into  account  die 
demerger  of  both  Millennium 
Chemicals  and  Imperial  To¬ 
bacco.  Next  month  the  group 
completes  its  demerger  pro¬ 
gramme  when  it  hives  off  the 
energy  side.  This  will  leave 
just  the  building  products  arm 
and  some  other  bits  and 
pieces. 

Elsewhere,  trading  descend¬ 
ed  into  something  of  a  farce  as 
prices  in  London  bounced 
back  after  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  rallied 
strongly  after  another  near 
100-point  fall  overnight.  With 
the  Dow  Jones  climbing  more 
than  SO  points  in  eary  trading 
yesterday,  die  FT-SE 100  index 
finished  at  its  best  of  the  day 
widi  a  rise  of  52.1  points  at 
4.089.5  —  a  fall  on  the  week  of 
just  1.5  points. 

Trading  conditions  re¬ 
mained  desperately  thin,  with 
turnover  reaching  only  513 
million  shares.  Brokers  said  a 
full  return  to  work  on  Monday 
after  the  festivities  may  help. 

Buying  in  a  thin  market 
helped  Rolls-Royce  to  a  rise  of 
8*3 p  at  259p  as  it  emerged  that 
SBC  Warburg,  the  broker, 
was  tipping  the  shares  for 
1997.  while  Zeneca  rallied 
27h  p  to  flb.4Sli  after  recent 
weakness.  Revived  bid  talk 
also  lifted  Thorn  20b  p  to 
2S0p. 

Elsewhere,  a  badly  handled 
"buy"  order  resulted  in  a  25p 
gain  to  456*3  p  for  W  H  Smith. 
Next  firmed  7p  to  566*2  p 
before  next  week's  trading 
statement,  with  Bools  up 
15b  p  at  6 Wb  p.  also  d  ue  to  give 
a  rundown  on  Christmas 
trading. 

Credit  Lyonnais  Laing.  the 
broker,  gave  another  helping 
hand  to  National  Westmin- 
ster  Bank,  up  llbp  to  6%bp. 
It  has  been  saying  for  some 
time  that  the  shares  are  the 
cheapest  in  the  sector  and 


W  H  Smith  saw  its  shares  jump  25p  on  a  buying  order 


should  be  bought  ahead  of  the 
interim  dividend  reporting 
season  which  gets  underway 
next  month.  Its  target  price  for 
NatWest  is  900p.  Elsewhere  in 
the  sector.  Barclays  put  on 
14b  p  to  994b p.  HSBC.  21p  to 
EL2.94.  Lloyds  TSB,  9p  to 
437p.  Royal  Bank  of  Scot¬ 
land.  7b  p  to  55lp.  and  Abbey 
National.  Ibp  to  746p. 

Investors  were  busily 


investors  who  bought  shares 
in  high-flying  Celtic  on  the 
first  day  of  trading  in  the  new 
year.  After  Thursday's  defear 
at  the  hands  of  old  rival 
Glasgow  Rangers,  shares  in 
the  Scottish  Premier  League 
side  dropped  a  hefty  £20  to 
£405.  Because  of  their  scarcity 
value,  traders  will  only  make  a 
price  in  ICQ  Celtic  shares. 

It  vvas  also  the  start  of 


SDX  Business  Systems,  the  data  communications  specialist, 
made  a  flying  start  to  the  new  year  closing  I2p  higher  at  a  new 
high  of  i02bp.  Yesterday  it  announced  a  Link-up  with  Bay 
Networks  to  develop  a  new  communications  system.  Kleinwort 
Benson  has  made  SDX  its  smaller  company  of  the  year. 


switching  out  of  Siebe.  down 
9b  p  at  £10.79,  and  into  TI 
Group.  15p  stranger  at  587b p. 
after  comments  about  the 
former's  ability  to  maintain  its 
growth  record.  Siebe  is  report¬ 
ed  to  have  fallen  short  of  its  10 
per  cent  organic  sales  target 
set  for  the  first  half.  To  add 
salt  to  the  wound.  ABN  Amro 
Hoare  Govern  the  broker,  says 
that  Tl  Group  is  cheaper  and 
better  value  for  money. 

ft  was  a  sticky  start  to 
trading  yesterday  far  those 


dealings  in  the  heavyweight 
shares  of  another  football 
club.  West  Bromwich  Albion 
was  placed  at  £100  each  by 
Albert  E.  Sharp,  the  broker, 
and  opened  at  £250  before 
ending  the  session  at  £280,  a 
premium  of  £180. 

Lanica  Trust  another  of 
this  year’s  high-flyers,  ended 
107b  p  higher  at  £19.S2b,  after 
briefly  touching  £2025  for  the 
first  rime.  Not  a  bad  perfor¬ 
mance  for  a  company  that 
stoned  1996  at  95p.  Business* 


MOVERS  OF  THE  WEEK 


Cm** 

Lanica  Trust . £19.SZK 

Biocompatibles  Inti . 905p 

British  Aerospace. £12.7919 

Celtic . £425 

Eyecare  Products . 13p 

Stanford  Rook . 4fi5p 

Tetspec . 230p 

Ml  Laboratories . 229J£p 

Scott  Rckford . 51  p 
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man  Andrew  Regan  moved 
into  Lanica  earlier  this  year, 
raising  hopes  that  he  can  put 
together  the  sort  of  deals  he 
did  for  Hobson,  which  bought 
the  Co-op  Wholesale  Society’s 
food  processing  division.  Talk 
in  the  Square  Mile  claims 
Littlewoods,  the  privately 
owned  retailer  and  pools 
group:  wants  to  reverse  into 
Lanica.  Littlewoods  is  current¬ 
ly  talking  to  Sears,  unchanged 
at  94p.  about  buying  its  Free¬ 
mans  mail  order  business. 

News  of  a  counterbid  lifted 
Aim-listed  Scott  Pickfond 
bbp  to  51p.  The  group  says  it  is 
in  talks  with  a  third  party 
which  may  be  prepared  to 
offer  53p  a  share.  That  com¬ 
pares  with  the  48p  on  the  table 
from  Aerodata  Holdings 
which  claims  to  have  accep¬ 
tances  totalling  21.13  per  cent 
of  the  issued  share  capital. 

M  L  Laboratories  is  being 
seen  by  an  increasing  number 
of  brokers  as  a  recovery  play. 
The  group,  which  saw  its 
shares  tumble  from  a  469p 
peak  last  year  after  a  profits 
u'aming,  responded  with  a 
rise  of  19p  to  229*2  p. 

There  was  also  some  long 
awaited  support  for  Wagon 
Industrial  as  the  price  surged 
27b  p  to  332b  p  on  the  back  of  a 
boardroom  reshuffle.  John 
Hudson,  chief  executive,  has 
resigned  after  10  years  in  the 
job  with  immediate  affect.  At 
the  AGM  in  September.  Mr 
Hudson  spoke  of  a  pick-up  in 
the  second  half,  but  followed  it 
two  months  later  with  another 
profits  warning.  At  present 
there  is  no  successor.  David 
Kendall  has  been  appointed 
chairman. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  The  gilts 
market  regained  its  compo¬ 
sure  after  Thursday's  sharp 
falls,  with  investors  choosing 
to  take  their  lead  from  a  firmer 
trend  among  German  bunds. 
Prices  traded  in  narrow  limits 
for  much  of  the  day  with 
shorter  dated  issues  outper¬ 
forming  the  longer  end  of  the 
market. 

In  the  futures  piL  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  rose  E3i6 
to  £IQ89j2  as  a  total  of  32.000 
contracts  were  completed. 

In  longs.  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2015  was  a  couple  of  ticks 
easier  at  E10123j2,  while  in 
shorts.  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2000  vvas  £b  better  ar  £102%. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
shares  surged  and  by  midday 
the  Dow  Janes  industrial  aver¬ 
age  was  up  7S.51  points  at 
6321.00.  The  Dow  was  bol¬ 
stered  by  a  resurgent  technol¬ 
ogy  sector,  led  by  IBM. 
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Closing  Prices 


Kfflpl+drip) 

229'jp  l+19p) 
280p  (4-20'sp) 
233p(+15'sp) 
22S'*p(+15p) 
456'sp  (+25p) 
196’.p{+10p) 


.  405p  {-37'eP) 
...  424p 

. 418p  (-8p) 

_  731 'rp  (-9pj 
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TREASLRV  BILLS:  Applet'  tIJifm  ailooed  L2U3rn.  Bids:  £98  46%  received:? 
La«  EQ8^i5%  reerived:  48%;  Ai'jje  raur.  Lo.1729%  Iim  wk  Eb.  1047%;  NeXT  week: 
£iX.TT. 


EUROPEAN  MONEY  DEPOSITS  {%} 


Canwn 

Dollar: 

!  Drohchrmarit 
J  French  Franc 
S*i«  Franc 
Yen. 


7  day 

Pr*l", 

3V2’. 

3V3-. 

i,-r. 


I  null 

5'.-5'. 

iVf. 

I-- 1*. 


J  mth 
S’-.-S’* 
?M 

tvr. 


6  mth 

3VJ 

1V5'. 

ivr, 


CaH 

5-4 

3>2'r 

3'-r. 

2-1 

t-par 


GOLD/PRECIOUS  METALS  (Bafrd  &  Co) 


|  ButUon-  Open  rrf  CO 3*5.30  OtwcSVil  '«>3n24f  High:  S365.00-%5.?0 
j  tnHTSftl^JoLfO  Wt:f.*W.W  PM:lto*.00 

j  KroremuKt:  S5bl.D0-r'64.TOK2t?.5O-2l5  5t) 

I  WaliBum:  E3«. 01(1215.041  Siker.  S4c*  i”  ?b5)  PaUadiius:  5119.7$  a?ab5) 


STERLING  SPOT  AND  FORWARD  RATES 


Mb  Rate*  for  January 

ArdvnJam . . 

3.-j'y«is ... _ 

Cipmrjger.  __ 
Pubtfn  .  .  — . 

Frar.kJKrt 

Lisbon.  . . . . 

Madrid . 

viilj.n  .  ..... 

Montreal . 

n<^4  y.>rK  ...  . 

O'io  _ _ 

?ar^ . 

5iocUio:,-n .  _..... 

Tftityo - -  _ 

Vienna _ _ 

zonen _ _ 

SomvrrExnf 


3  Range 

H.CCEr-HJOti 
IWC1- 10072 
1^W88- f.CH  32 
JJb2l8-Z6J58 
aJ5l-2b${» 
2338 1-222.00 
2579.509.^ 
2J2DP133J5 
!J«0:-|.tj97S 
10  855-10900 
8.848M.9047 
J  1.662-1 1.71 7 
196  l4-l*Ka,71 
IK  437-1 K. 545 
22835-22947 


Clove 
2.956M'»5'J1 
54283-54.300 
IL'I»j  $-10,072 
I  OI2U- 1.0132 
2.»).»40Zb358 
2b4.o7-2W!ja) 
22l.7f*-22/XiO 
2591. 7-259J  & 
13705-1)262 


I  month 
v.pr 
1 7-1 2pr 
2V2'-pr 
5-ipr 

v.pr 
Vats 
l-dd* 
23-J?di 
ttbKL57pr 


3  month 
2'-2'.pr 
49-4  2pr 
r'rdVpr 

I*i3pr 

ii-2pr 

Vvls 
1-i 7tl> 
WiQds 
1.20-1. 1 2pr 


0.tl54)J)9$prcU83-0.352pr 
IDJSW-lO.aw  •--•-pr  V.pr 

8WI-8.9JI7  2V2’.pr  VHO>:pr 

li.687-U.TC8  ‘r*ipr  v.pr 

I4b.47-I9b.7l  l-vpr  r»2'.pr 

'^•pr  l'.-1'.pr 

■«*'«pr  .  -rf'.-pr 
pr.  Discount  ■  rfy. 


IOJ892-IO.a» 
swi-aw 
Ii.687-U.TC8 
14b.4T-l9b.7l 
18  531-18345 
2.2911-12933 

Pnituun 


Learning  to  fly 


THEY  said  it  would  never  happen  —  but  the 
four  European  partners  of  Airbus  appear  to 
have  agreed  on  the  future  structure  of  the 
loose  consortium  as  it  endeavours  to  turn 
itself  into  a  more  tightly  knit  company. 

Airbus  partners  rushed  back  from  seasonal 
breaks  yesterday  to  agree  on  a  memorandum 
of  understanding  although  in  good  -  old 
fashioned  European  style  they  did  not 
announce  -  what  it  contained.  ‘  France’s 
Aerospatiale,  Germany's  Daimler-Benz  Aero¬ 
space,  British  Aerospace  and  Spain's  CASA 
have  nevertheless  agreed  terms  by  which 
Airbus  will  be  bom  as  a  company  in  its  own 
right.  This  dears  the  way  for  radical 
restructuring  and  creates  the  additional 
challenge  of  putting  a  value  on  the  business. 
Hopes  on  this  front,  however,  parly  explain 
the  recent  rise  in  British  Aerospace  shares. 


The  major  sticking  point  of  whether  Airbus 
should  take  control 'of  manufacturing  after 
1999  rather  than  contract  work  out  from  its 
design  centre  appears  to  have  been  smoothed. 
The  British  and  German  wish  for  a- deeper 
restructuring  appears  to  have  won  against  ihe 
French  wish  for  minimal  change.  Doubtless 
the  recent  merger  between  Boeing  and 
McDonnell  Douglas  in  America  helped  the 
decision  at  the  consortium  which  started  as 
joint  venture  between  Germany  and  Fiance 
more  than  three  decades  ago.'  ' 

Aerospace  has  consolidated  enormously  in 
recent  years  but  the  pressure  is  on  Europe: 
more  than  ever  to  bridge  political  divides  and 
form  alliances  that  prove  a  malch  for  the, ‘US 
giant  Airbus  has  fought  Boeing  in  the  large 
passenger  aircraft  market  valiantly  in  recent 
years  but  the  coinpetitipn  will  get  more  fierce. 


ML  Labs 

ML  Laboratories,  formerly 
the  largest  company  on  the 
USM,  has  begun  the  year 
brightly.  Its  shares  dosed  at 
229’zp,  a  19p  rise  yesterday 
following  a  7p  rise  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  This  still  leaves  the  £330 
million  company  at  less  than 
half  its  peak  last  January. 

ML  Labs  is  an  emerging 
healthcare  company  that  is 
actually  making  money.  Its 
broker  Panmure  Gordon 
suggests  profits  are  set  to 
accelerate  from  £12  million 
this  year  to  an  astonishing 
£550  million  by  2005.  Yet  for 
all  die  high  hopes,  the  com¬ 
pany  had  a  miserable  1996. 

Part  of  the  blame  ties  with 
the  biotech  babes.  Though 
not  a  biotech  company  itself, 
ML  has  been  caught  up  in 
the  market  backwash 
against  these  development 
companies.  Yet  ML  Labs  has 
delivered  two  of  its  promised 


products  ^  a  kidney  dialysis 
solution  being  sold  by  Baxter 
Healthcare  and  an' asthma 
drug  inhaler  licensed  to 
Medeva.  ML  Labs  still  has 
much  to  prove.  and  needs  Go 
make  profits  from  actual 
sales  rather  than  from  li¬ 
cence  payments  as.  at 
present  Baxter  has  to  per¬ 
suade  doctors  to  adopt 
lsodiaL  and  ML  has  to  show; 


-  it  can  -comniand  a  decent 

-  price  forfts  nihaler.  Much.of 
Parimiire's  'valuation  reties 
on-  the  success  of-  ah'  Aids 
drug,  the  current  faith  in 
which  tests:  on  a  tiny  trial 
For  all  this,  MLiUibs  de¬ 
serves  the  benefit  of. doubt: 
Investors  who  tike  a  gamble 
could  win  if  sentinnmt  on  the: 
healthcare  tiddlers  ;  turns 
positive. 


ML  LABORATORIES  CONVALESCING 


FebMarApr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug.  Sep  Oct  Nov -Doc  ~  2.- 


Danka 

DANKA*S  proposed  $684 
million  purchase  of  Kodak's 
office  equipment  business 
was  greeted  with  an  IS  per 
cent  rise  in  its  share  price  in 
September.  Since  then  the 
shares  have  slipped  back  to 
525p.  Is  the  market  taking  a 
more  realistic  view  of  the 
deal,  completed  this  week,  or 
does  die  setback  represent  a 
buying  opportunity? 

Danka  has  never  been  an ' 
easy  company  to  follow,  a 
facr  reflected  in  the  diverse 
views  of  the  company  held  in 
the  City.  Existing,  investors 
are  mainly  American,  and 
Panmure  Cordon,  Danka V 
broker,  argues  that  the  com¬ 
pany  is  misunderstood. 

Those  who  prefer  not  to 
buy  the  shares  say  they 
understand  the  company 
only  too  well.  Concern  cen¬ 
tres  on  the  poor  image  of  the 
UK  photocopier  industry  and 
the  management's  predilec¬ 
tion  for  acquisitions.  But  it  is 
the  nature  of  the  office  equip¬ 
ment  market  and  the  intrica¬ 


cies  of  lease  accounting  that 
hold  conservative  investors 
at  bay. 

The  Kodak  deal  raised  the 
usual  dilemma.  Yes,  the  price- 
was  undemanding  and,  yes. 
die  substantial  increase  ip 
turnover  transforms  Danka's 
share  of  key  markets.  But  it  is 
also  true  the  business  suffers 
low  earnings,  the  acquisition 
leaves  Danka  with  heavy 
borrowings  (Panmure’S  esti¬ 
mate  of  gearing  is  3,800)  and 
management  will  be  severely 
tested  in  its  efforts  to;  into-' 
grate  such  a  business. 

Long-term  'holders  have 
been  handsomely  rewarded 
for  their  loyalty,  with  the 
shares  rising  from  78p  over 
four  years  in  spite  of  the 
recent  blip,  and  are  unlikely 
to  head  for  the  exit  now. 
Other  investors  should  also 
cast  aside  their  reservations. 

Scott  Pickford 

SCOTT  Pickford  is,  essential¬ 
ly,  a  private  company  that  - 
has  stumbled  across  a  stock 
market  listing.  Its  last  EGM 


saw  shareholders  rontrofiihg 
96  per  cent  fitinto  one  small 
room.  But  they  mustnpw  re¬ 
solve  the  company^  future: 

It  is‘  traditionally  a  family 
company  but  die  outsiders 
who  came  with  its  all-share 
acquisitions  last  month  suc- 
ceeded  in  gaining confrol  -of 
die  board.  The  dld^  bpard 
•sought  rescue  from  Aerpcfaia' 
but  when  '  die  Tvhite  knight, 
found  itself  rescuing  aminor- 
ity  faction  it  began  .to- head 
home. 

Now  the  defection  of  Ga¬ 
briel  Straonian  has  stripped 
the  rebels  of  their  majority'; 
and  a  new  bidder  is  on  the,; 
way  —  albdt  behind  a  mask,: 
—with  a  slightly  bigger  offer  ' 
than  Aerodata's  48p  per- 
share. 

All  three  gather  informa¬ 
tion  about  rocks:  Aerodata 
does  it  from  aircraft,  while 
Scott  Pickford  does  ft  from 
die  ground.  Any  bid  that 
places  the  company  into  new. 
hands  wifi  be  an  improve¬ 
ment.  Pickford 's  shares  stand 
at  49p,  below  the  new53p-a- 
share  offer. 
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Woolwich  windfall  on  its  way 


More  than  2L5  oulCon 
Woolwich  savers 
will  be  receiving  de¬ 
tails  of  their  windfall  pay¬ 
ments  over  the  next  fortnight 
(Marianne  Curphey  writes). 
They  will  be  told  bow  many 
shares  they  will  receive,,  bot 
will  not  be  told  exactly  what 
these  shares  win  be  worth 
because  the  price  depends  on 
market  conditions  on  the  day 
of  Dotation. 

However,  the  Woolwich 
wiU  give  a  likely  pnce  range 
based  on  current  estimates. 
The  estimate  for  those  qual¬ 


ifying7  for  the:  base  distrib¬ 
ution  of  shares  is  a  payout 
worth,  between  £500  and 
j£!,000 perinvestor.Tbe Wool¬ 
wich  atsoannonneedye^er- 
day  ibat  it  wooid  be  writing 
separately  to' members  it  be¬ 
lieved  -were  not-  eligible  to 
vote. .  It  -wfll  invite,  them  to 
contact  the  society  urgently  if 
they  b&eve  they  are  digible. 

*fbe  bonding  society  adds 
that  the  special  general  meet¬ 
ing  wilT  beheld  at  230pm  on 
February  11  at  the'  london 
Arena.  Docklands.  This  is  the 
date  by  winch  people  entitled 


toa-variable  distribution  must 
top  up  their  accounts.  To 
qualify  for  the  base  distribu¬ 
tion,  investors  who  had  £100 
in  . their  accounts  on  Decem¬ 
ber  3L  1996.  wffl  qualify  for  a 
basic  payout  2f  they  also  had 
£100  in  their  account  at  mid¬ 
night  an  December  31, 1995. 

Under  the  Woolwich's 
scheme,  investors  who  have 
been  with  the  society  for  more 
than  two  years  and  who  have 
between  £1.000 and  £50.000  in 
their  accounts  will  qualify  for 
a  larger  payout  based  on  the 
lower  of  two  balances  be¬ 


tween  December  31, 1995.  and 
the  SGM  in  February. 

Meanwhile,  The  times  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  contacted  by 
Halifax  investors  who  believe 
they  are  eligible  for  a  windfall 
payment  but  who  have  been 
told  otherwise  by  the  society. 
As  we  reported  on  Thursday, 
computer  errors  mean  some 
investors  who  could  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  payouts  of  an  average 
£1.000  could,  lose  out  on  their 
allocation.  The  Halifax  has 
said  there  may  be  discrepan¬ 
cies  in  information  sent  to  its 
11  million  customers. 


Home  comfort  for  Goldilocks 


The  fear  of  investing  in  1997  is  the  , 
fear  of  a  bear  market  In  reality.'  ' 
share  indices  m  London-  and 
New  York  hit  new  highs  over  the 
holiday.  The  frequent  &axpdaify  falls 
that  punctuate  this  progress  stffl  jangle 
the  nerves  even  if  volatility  is  in  part 
due  to  dealers  hying  to  dram  up 
business  in  a  quiet  period.  ;  • 

Short-term  interest  rates  are  widely 
forecast  to  rise  in  Britain  and  America. 
In  an  era  of  relatively  low  money  rates, 
small  changes  have  a  geared  impact  on 
other  financial  assets.  In  reality,  how¬ 
ever.  markets  rarefy  break  hadfy  until 
rates  have  risen  enough  to  tempt 
institutional  investors  from  bonds,  and 
later  shares,  into  cash.  .  _ 

In  America,  the  first  rate  nse  of  the 
ryde  has  yet  to  occur.  In  Britain,  money 
policy  should  betightettod  only  modest- 
fy  and  temporarify,  tbou^i  who  knows 
in  election  year.  On  the  Continent  rates 
seem  more  likely  to  fell  on  normal  ‘ 
economic  tests,  though  the  drive,  for 
currency  union  could  interfere.  _ 
TTjefciggesf  wbny.  perhaps,  is.  that 
shares  round  the  world  have,  on  aver- 
age.  enjoyed  such  a  long  upward  trend.  • 
Sooner  or  later,  history  suggests  EmS  • 
natural  progress  is  bound  to  be  “J®1" ; 
nipled  by  a  bear  marfcri  —  a  selbadt 
that  is  kmgerthan  the  occaskaialsboi^  • 

sharp  cbnedlim,  mid  oite  during  wnrai 

prices  fall  15per  cent  w  more: 

"nie  Morgan  Stanley  CaptoHnlonar - 
tional  World  lodes  of  shares  has  been 
on  an  uptrend  since  October  I99P-;. 
Sandy  Naira  of  ^ Templeton,  the  gnerg- 
ing  markets  spedaEst  has  - 

ed  on  -equivalent  index  bade  to 
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when  the  original  Templeton  Growth 
Fund  was  formed.  He  finds  that  the 
ament  global  buH  market  is  the  second 
longest  since  then.  If  it  continued 
through  1997,  it  would  be  longer  than 
;  the  great  postwar  uptrend  of  I9544H. 

That  sounds  ominous.  According  to 
Dr  Naim,  however,  .investors  should 
not,  worry  too  much  about  bears  in 
Europe,  North  America  and  the  Far 
.East  creeping  in  to  eat  np  their  gains. 
'On 'agiobal  uveragei'tfae  long  1990s  bull 
market  has  been  a  relatively  modest 

mrc,  chalking  up  less  than  a  third  of  the 
mhrsMYitmnbitpd m  ] 982-87,  before  the 
infamous  crash.  Including  dividends, 
gams  so  far  are  about 120  per  cent  or 
about  85  per  cent  alter  allowing  for 
"Inflation-  That -is  about  four  fifths  the 
average  for  bull  markets. 

Not  all -nfaritefe  Tiave  beat  palling 
their  weight-  Saaiaway  Wall  Street  may 
exert -the  biggest  Influence  but  Japan, 
the  second  raggest  has  been  adrag, 
stuck  in  its  own  downtrend  for virtually 


die  whole  period.  London  is  average 
but  suffered  a  local  bear  market  in  1994. 
The  FTSE  100  dare  index  has  risen 
about  40  per  cent  since  that  drop  but  is 
less  than  20  per  cent  above  die  last  bull 
market  peak  in  January  1994,  These  are 
hardly  heady  heights. 

In  any  case,  on  a  global  average,  bear 
markets  are  not  too  fearsome  for  long¬ 
term  investors.  Since  1954,  bull  market 
uptrends  have  lasted  an  average  4k 
years  and  more  than  doubled  your 
money  in  real  terms.  Bear  market 
dowtrends  have  lasted  just  under  a  year 
and  lopped  a  quarter  off  prices. 

■  Only  perennial  Cassandras  expect 
the  sort  of  crash  that  should  persuade 
longterm  investors  to  sell  everything 
immediately.  Even  if  there  were  a  bear 
.  market,  you  would  be  more  likely  to 
lose  out  by  missing  toe  upturn.  And  as 
.Dr  Nairn  points  out  .the  1987  crash 
presaged  the  shortest  and  mildest 
global  bear  market  in  the  period,  partly 
because  Japanese  investors  ignored  iL 


New  York  is  plainly  ahead  of  the 
trend,  and  tension  between 
currencies  is  growing.  For  lat¬ 
eral  thinkers,  that  may  make  it  a  good 
year  for  emerging  markets.  Aside  from 
some  unhelpful  preparations  for  the 
earn  most  leading  economies  are  in 
any  case  growing  steadily  without 
inflation.  Deep  imbalances  that  led  to 
the  1973  oil  aisis  and  the  worst  postwar 
bear  maifcrt  are  nowhere  in  sight. 

Setbacks  are  still  worth  avoiding. 
Tbore  who  have  to  sell  this  year  or  have 
money  to  invest  should  stage  their  sales 
or  payments,  not  make  them  aD  at  once. 


Gloves  come  off 

in  trusts  sector 


While  the  best  bar¬ 
gains  in  the  Janu¬ 
ary  sales  may 
have  been  snapp¬ 
ed  up  already,  there  are  still 
plenty  on  offer  in  the  stock 
market.  However,  like  high 
street  reductions,  some  repres¬ 
ent  better  value  than  others  for 
the  price. 

Many  City  observers  see  a 
rash  of  hostile  bids  in  1997  as 
fund  managers  respond  to 
growing  investor  unrest  over 
poor  share  performance.  This 
could  unlock,  growth  potential 
that  has  been  dormant  for 
decades.  Investment  trusts  — 
which  date  back  to  the  launch 
of  the  Foreign  &  Colonial 
Investment  Trust  in  1868  —  are 
companies  listed  m  the  Stock 
Exchange  which  invest  in  the 
slocks  and  shares  of  other 
companies  in  the  UK  and 
abroad.  Today  there  are  350 
with  more  than  £54  billion 
under  management 
Over  the  long  term,  they 
have  proved  good  vehicles  for 
capital  growth  and  on  average 
have  lower  annual  manage¬ 
ment  charges  than  unit  trusts. 
However,  1996  was  an  annus 
horribilis  for  investment 
trusts,  as  most  new  launches 
failed  to  hit  their  targets  and 
shares  in  existing  funds  fell  in 
value.  Worst  of  all,  there  was 
the  trauma  of  the  Kleinwoit 
European  Privatisation  In¬ 
vestment  Trust  (Kepit). 

launched  in  1993  as  one  of 
the  biggest  trust  offers  ever. 
Kepfrs  misguided  investment 
criteria  meant  its  share  price 
fell  well  below  the  initial  offer 
price.  After  an  acrimonious 
takeover  bid  from  TR  Eur¬ 
opean  Growth  prompted  off¬ 
ers  to  manage  it  from  eight 
other  fund  managers.  Kepit 
eventually  converted  to  a  unit 
trust  and  offered  investors  a 


Gavin  Lumsden  sees  more  bids 
this  year  as  investors  demand 
action  over  poor  performance 


cash  exit.  Investment  trusts, 
with  nearly  half  their  assets 
overseas,  have  seen  billions  of 
pounds  of  their  returns  wiped 
out  by  sterling's  rise. 

Then  last  month  zero  divi¬ 
dend  shareholders  in  the  Ex¬ 
moor  Dual  trust,  a  small  split- 
capital  mist  managed  by 
Exeter  Fund  Managers,  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  fund’s  articles 
of  association  stated  a  1 12  per 
cent  yield  and  not  the  13  per 
cem  they  had  been  sold  in  the 
prospectus  in  19S8.  This  may 
have  lost  them  £2  million. 


The  investment  trust 
industry’s  basic  prob¬ 
lem  is  oversuppiy. 
Just  10  per  cent  of 
investment  trusts  own  50  per 
cent  of  the  assets,  leaving 
many  unpopular  and  unvia- 
bly  small  trusts. 

Insufficient  demand  for  in¬ 
vestment  trust  shares  has  de¬ 
flated  their  prices  to  an 
average  J0.8  per  cent  discount 
to  net  asset  value  last  year.  The 
situation  is  not  much  better 
over  three  years.  The  average 
investment  trust  has  grown 
14.8  per  cent  in  net  asset  value 
terms,  but  its  share  price  has 
lagged  behind  with  only  5.8 
per  cent  growth.  This  frust¬ 
rates  shareholders  because  it 
denies  them  their  investment’s 
full  underlying  performance. 
Analysts  are  predicting  that 


discounts  could  widen  by  a 
further  5  per  cent  this  year. 

Charlie  Ricketts,  head  of 
Gartmore  investment  trusts, 
believes  this  will  prompt 
shareholders  to  press  for  ac¬ 
tion.  He  believes  many  invest¬ 
ment  companies  will  be  only 
too  willing  to  prey  on  weaker 
rivals  in  an  attempt  to  boost 
assets  under  management 

This  could  even  prompt  the 
elderly  F&C  Investment  Trust 
into  action.  It  has  come  under 
fire  this  year  for  not  mounting 
a  b id  so  as  to  swell  its  £1.1 
billion  of  assets  in  order  to  get 
back  into  the  FT-SE  100.  A 
return  to  the  index  would 
support  a  share  price  which 
has  suffered  both  from  specu¬ 
lation  about  Foreign  &  Colo¬ 
nial’s  future  and  the  fund's 
misplaced  faith  in  Japan  and 
UK  value  stocks. 

Jeremy  Tigue,  an  F&C  direc¬ 
tor.  does  not  rule  out  a  take¬ 
over.  Particularly  vulnerable 
crusts  are  those  at  a  15  per  cent 
plus  discount,  especially  inves¬ 
ting  in  single  countries,  Eur¬ 
ope  and  smaller  companies. 
Though  discounts  disadvan¬ 
tage  existing  shareholders, 
they  work  in  favour  of  new 
investors  who  can  pick  up  a 
trust  at  a  bargain.  Both  Euro¬ 
pean  and  UK  smaller  com¬ 
pany  markets  are  tipped  to  do 
well  next  year. 

Early  investors  who  get  into 


an  unpopular  mist  in  a  sector 
that  is  about  to  recover  could 
experience  a  “double  wham¬ 
my"  as  renewed  growth  att¬ 
racts  newcomers  and  eradi¬ 
cates  the  discount. 

But  Hamish  Buchan,  ana¬ 
lyst  at  NatWest  Securities, 
urges  caution  for  prospective 
investment  trust  baggers.  He 
says  takeovers  are  extremely 
complex  and  hard  to  predict. 
But  most  importantly,  he  says; 
“Don’t  buy  investment  trusts 
for  corporate  action  but  on 
sound  fundamentals."  Rather 
than  get  it  wrong,  investors 
might  be  advised  to  wait  until 
the  corporate  action  has  taken 
place  and  then  take  advantage 
of  any  pricing  anomaly. 

lnvesco  Enterprise  demon¬ 
strates  this.  Its  huge  discount 
is  a  hangover  from  its  days  as 
the  Lazard  Smaller  Com¬ 
panies  investment  trust,  a 
poorly  performing  fund.  Re¬ 
structured.  renamed  and 
under  the  management  of 
Andy  Crossfey,  smaller  com¬ 
pany  specialist,  this  fund  is 
tipped  to  do  well  next  year. 


With  an  election 
looming,  a  gener¬ 
al  international 
trust  is  a  good 
hedge  against  uncertainty  in 
the  UK  market.  Among  those 
trusts  trading  at  a  discount 
that  are  currently  being  rec¬ 
ommended  by  independent 
financial  advisers  are  Bank¬ 
ers.  with  a  discount  of  9.1  per 
cent.  Foreign  &  Colonial  at 
10.7,  English  &  Scottish  at  9.1, 
Electric  &  General  at  10.2, 
Fleming  Overseas  at  17.4  and 
Scottish  Eastern  at  16  per  cent 
In  UK  Income  Growth, 
those  being  ripped  include 
Murray  Income  at  a  9.8  per 
cent  discount  and  Investors 
Capital  Units  at  13.7  per  cent 
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from  Accrington 
V  to  Zanzibar.  J 


Goldfish  is  unique. 

Like  most  other  credit  cards. 
it's  accepted  all  around  the  world  wherever 
you  see  Visa  and  MasterCard*  signs. 

However,  it  earns  you  points  towards  vouchers 
from  Boots,  Boots  Opticians,  Halfords, 

Do  It  Ail,  Fads,  Homestyle,  Asda  and  up  to 
£75  off  your  British  Gas  bill. 

Not  only  that,  it  has  an  APR  of  18.9% 
and  has  no,  repeat  no,  annual  fee. 

For  an  Information  pack  call  the  number  below 
or  complete  the  coupon. 

0345  60  90  60 
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You'll  be  surprised 
what  you  can  do  with  a 
Goldfish. 
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Act  now  to  avoid  misery  later 


Sara  McConnell  begins  a  new  year 
series  of  financial  recommendations 


DSUTSOi 


ff  i  you  are  Martin?  the  new  year 

h  with  no  pension  at  all  or  one 
JL  destined  to  be  so  small  as  to  be 
a  I  must  unnoticeable,  you  risk  the 
prospect  of  an  impoverished  retire¬ 
ment  unless  you  act  fast.  You  are  not 
alone.  Only  half  the  working  adult 
population  belongs  ro  a  company 
.scheme.  Many  of  the  remainder  put 
little  <-*r  nothing  aside  for  retirement, 
depending  on  the  State  to  support 
them  when  they  become  pensioners. 

But  this  is  a  dangerous  fallacy.  The 
current  maximum  stale  pension  is 
Er>U5  a  week  for  u  single  person  and 
£'  >7.75  a  week  f»  >r  11  couple.  Whichci  er 
political  parly  wins  the  general 
elect  inn  this  year  will  make  clear  that 
people  who  make  no  move  to  save 
cannot  expect  much  help  from  the 
State.  Both  Labour  and  Tories  arc 
committed  to  devising  new  ways  of 
persuading  people  to  rake  out  private 
pensions  to  top  up  a  dwindling  state 
pension.  .As  things  stand.  however, 
the  main  alternative  to  a  company 
pension  is  a  personal  pension. 

So  now  is  the  rime  to  review  your 
pension  plans.  To  delay  starting  a 
pension  in  the  first  place  or  in  fail  in 
increase  your  contributions  at  least  in 
line  with  inflation  will  seriously 
damage  your  prospects  of  a  prosper¬ 
ous  retirement,  according  to  William 
Mercer,  the  actuary. 

Figures  calculated  for  The  Times  by 
rhe  firm  show  that  for  every  ten  years 
you  delay  putting  money  into  your 
pension  you  will  have  to  contribute 
roughly  double  what  you  would  haw 


done  if  you  had  started  ten  years 
earlier,  to  get  the  same  income.  The 
later  you  start  the  less  time  your  cash 
will  have  to  grow  and  shake  off  the 
impact  of  early  initial  charges. 

The  figures  assume  you  earn 
£15.000  a  year  and  want  a 
pension  of  half  this  when  you 
rerire.  If  you  have  not  started  a 
pension  by  the  age  of  30,  you  will 
have  to  contribute  18  per  cent  of  your 
annual  salary,  or  £2.700,  if  you  want 
to  rerire  a  1 60.  Delay  until  you  are  -JO 
and  you  will  have  to  set  aside  a  third 
of  your  salary  or  E4.950  a  year,  to 
receive  your  desired  income  at  60.  By 
the  time  you  are  50.  the  cost  of  start¬ 
ing  a  pension  and  retiring  at  60  bec¬ 
omes  prohibitively  expensive  and  you 
would  have  to  contribute  nearly  SO 
per  cent  of  salary. 

In  most  cases,  these  amounts 
exceed  the  maximum  you  are  allowed 
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Labour  cloud 
hangs  over 
utilities  sector 


Hard  times:  life  is  not  quite  this  bad  today  but  the  value  of  early  saving  must  be  strongly  emphasised 


to  put  into  a  pension  and  get  rax  relief 
under  Inland  Revenue  rules,  says 
Tim  Keogh,  at  William  Mercer.  At 
30.  you  can  put  up  to  175  per  cent  of 
your  salary  into  a  personal  pension. 
At  50  you  can  put  in  25  per  cent.  These 
limits  mean  you  will  have  to  build  up 
extra  money  elsewhere. 

You  may  be  congratulating  your¬ 
self  that  you  have  a  pension  and  are 


contributing  regularly.  But  the  value 
of  your  contributions  will  be  eroded 
by  inflation  unless  you  index  them, 
says  William  Mercer.  Suppose  you 
have  bitten  the  bullet  and  are  contri¬ 
buting  the  annual  amounts  above.  If 
they  are  indexed,  they  wfll  provide 
you  with  an  income  of  £7500  a  year 
in  retirement.  If  you  fafl  to  index 
them,  this  income  will  fall  to  £6.058 


by  the  time  you  are  50.  Similarly,  if 
you  start  by  contributing  a  fixed 
monthly  amount,  say  £100,  and  fail  to 
raise  it.  you  will  end  up  with  a  tiny 
pension.  At  30.  your  annual  contribu¬ 
tion  of  £1,200  would  give  you  an  an¬ 
nual  retirement  income  of  £2,053.  But 
if  you  continued  at  £100  until  you 
were  50.  your  contributions  would 
buy  an  annual  pension  of  just  £248. 


INVESTMENT  TRUST 
FROM  M&G 


M&G  will  be  launching  a  new  Investment  Trust  in  February  which  will  be  available 
for  investment  in  the  M&G  PER 

This  new  fund  will  invest  in  a  portfolio  of  shares  and  aims  to  provide  a  high  and 
growing  income  as  well  as  good  capital  growth  over  time. 

PEP  investors  will  have  a  choice  of  investing  either  to  achieve  a  yield  above  5%* 
or,  for  those  investors  willing  to  take  higher  risk,  to  achieve  a  yield  of  over  6%*. 

There  will  be  no  initial  charge  and  no  withdrawal  fee. 

This  new  fund  will  give  you  the  opportunity  to  invest  your  tax  free  PEP  allowance 
for  both  the  current  tax  year  and  for  the  1 997/98  tax  year  -  a  total  tax  free 
investment  of  up  to  £1 2,000. 

After  the  initial  offer  period  there  will  be  a  spread  between  the  buying  and 
selling  prices. 


To:  The  M&G  Group,  Bristol  BS38  7ET.  Please  send  me  a  free  copy  of  the 
new  M&G  Handbook  and  details  of  the  new  M&G  Investment  Trust. 

NO  SALESMAN  WILL  CALL 

You  should  contact  your  independent  financial  adviser  (if  you  have  one)  before  investing. 
The  price  of  investments  and  the  income  from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as  up.  The  value  to  you 
of  the  tax  benefits  will  depend  on  your  own  circumstances.  The  tax  regime  of  PEPs  could 
change  in  the  future. 


Mr/Mrs/ 

Miss/Ms 

ADDRESS 


INITIALS 


SURNAME 


1 

I 

;X 

I 

I 

I 


POSTCODE 


KC-BCAA 


M&G  does  not  offer  investment  advice  or  offer  any  recommendations  regarding  investments. 
We  only  market  the  packaged  products  and  services  of  the  M&G  marketing  group. 

Issued  by  M&G  Financial  Services  Limited. 

(Regulated  by  The  Persona/  investment  Authority.) 

M&G  Unit  Trusts  are  managed  by  M&G  Securities 
Limited.  (Regulated  by  IMRO  and  The  Personal 
Investment  Authority.) 


We  never  make  your  name  and  address  available  to 
unconnected  organisations.  We  will  occasionally  fell  you 
about  other  products  or  services  ottered  by  ourselves 
and  associated  MSG  Companies. 

Tick  the  box  Q  if  you  would  prefer  not  to  receive 
this  information. 
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Managing  your  money  for  the  longer  term 


The  new  edition 
of  the  M&G  Handbook 
*  is  now  available, 
giving  details  of  M&G’s 
range  of  PEPs,  Unit 
Trusts,  Savings  Plans 
and  Regular  Income 
Plans. 

For  details  return  the 
coupon  or  telephone 

0990  600  612 

Or  e-mail 

hb@MandG.reply.co.uk 

Yields  are  based  on 
investment  within  the 
M&G  PEP  and  forecast  as 
at  31.12.96  and  are  subject 
to  change. 


The  M&G  PEP 


In  the  dosing  days  of  last 
year,  the  board  of  North¬ 
ern  Electric  finally  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  the  overtures  of 
CE  Electric,  the  -US.  utilities 
company.  The  hostile  bid 
was  marked  by  much  contro¬ 
versy.  with  the  US  company 
scraping  in  with  acceptances 
of  just  505  per  cent,  but  only 
after  the  deadline  was 
extended. 

The  hard-fought  battle  for 
Northern  Electric  means  that 
there  are  now  only  two 
independent  regional  elec¬ 
tricity  companies  (Rees)  left 
from  the  12  sold  off  ai 
between  I20p  and  280p  per 
share  at  the  end  of  1990.  Five 
of  these  Rees  are  now  in  the 
control  of  American 
companies. 

At  the  beriming  of  last 
year,  six  regional  electricity 
companies  were  still  inde¬ 
pendent.  while  seven  water 
companies  from  the  ten  sold 
off  in  1989  were  still  indepen¬ 
dent  The  previous  12  months 
had  seen  a  huge  shakeout  in 
utilities,  particularly  die  elec¬ 
tricity  companies.  Eastern 
was  taken  over  by  Hanson. 
ManWeb  was  bought  by 
Scottish  Power,  Norweb 
merged  with  North  West 
Water  and  South  Western 
Electricity  was  taken  over  by 
Southern  Electric  of  the  US. 
Most  were  • 


sold  for 

about  950p  ‘IWOl 

a  share,  giv¬ 
ing  private  recon 

investors  a 

healthy,  re-  anV< 

turn  ■.  on  .  J 

their  origin-  |)U' 

al  •  stake. 

They  would  .  ’  tWO 
also  have.  7  - 
benefited  forbic 

from  a  good  -  ,  ■  - 
yield  of,  ~ 

about  7  per  cent  on  their 
investments.  With  the  num¬ 
ber  0/  utilit}'  companies  avail¬ 
able  for  takeover  '  rapidly 
diminishing,  the  competition 
for  those-remaining  began  to 
heat  up  last  year.  ’ 

In  the  summer,  die  Gov- 
.  eminent  blocked  a  bid  by 
PowerGen,  one  of  the  three 
privatised  generators,  for 
Midlands,  along  with  that  of 
National  Power  for  South¬ 
ern.  Only  a  few  weeks  later, 
two  US  companies.  General 
Public  Utilities  of  NeW  Jersey 
and  Cinergy  of  Ohio,  launch¬ 
ed  a  £L73  billion  bid  for  (he 
company,  which  has  been 
accepted  by  the  board.  Later 
in  the  year,  the  Americans 
scored  again  with  an  agreed 
£13  billion  bid  for  East 
Midlands  Electricity  by  Do¬ 
minion  Resources  of  the  US 


‘I  would  not 
recommend 
anyone  to 
:  buy  the 
two  Rees 
for  bid  hopes’ 


at  670p  per  share.  London 
Electricity  became  the  next 
company  to  fall  prey  to  a  US 

company,  _  when  Entergy  of¬ 
fered  a  price  of705p  a  share, 
in  an  agreed  bid  of  £136 
billion.  The  activity  in  the 
Rees  means  that  the  only  two 
remaining  independents  are 
Yorkshire  and  Southern. 

Matthew'  Wilson,  of 
Natwest  Stockbrokers,  said: 
“There  are  a  couple  of  US 
bidders  circulating  who  have 
not  been  successful  in  getting 
hold  of  a  Rec.  They  include 
Houston,  Duke  and  Florida 
Light”  He  added;  “Southern 
has  quite  a  large  market 
capitalisation,  at  about  £2.05 
bQlion  —  this  would  make  it 
quite  difficult  to  take  over  — 
while  Yorkshire  has  a  lower 
capitalisation  of  £1 .27 
billion." 

Matthew  Or,  of  Kfllik  & 
Co,  said:  “I  would  nol  recom¬ 
mend  anyone  to  buy  shares 
in  the  remaining  two  region¬ 
al  electricity  companies  in 
order  to  benefit  from  a  take¬ 
over.  It  might  be  better  to  buy 
shares  in  one  of  the  water 
companies." 

Last  year  was  a  far  quieter 
year  for  water,  tn  1995,  bid 
activity  in  the  water  sector 
was  just  beginning  to  hot  up 
with  Northumbrian  Water 
taken  over  by  Lyonnaise  at 
-  £11.79.  per 

share,  while 

[d  not  Wefefi  Wat¬ 

er  was 

mend  merged 

1  'with  South 

leto  WafeEleO 

tnaty,  and 
the  ■  Southern 

Water  feD 
teCS  prey  to  the 

rather  more 

hopes’  domestic 

■  r  predator  of 

•  Scot- 

tish  Power  The  company  was 
bought  up  in  an  agreed 
takeover  of  £1.67  bUtion. 
However,  the  regulatory 
pressure  began  to  increase  on 
the  water  companies.  Severn 
Trent  and  Wessex  failed  in 
their  bids  for  South  West 
Water.  Ian  Lang,  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  blocked 
the  bids,  and  the  shares  slid 
130p  to  575p. 

Analysts  forecast  that  one 
of  the  big  influences'  on  the 
utilities  over  the  next  year 
wfli  be  thepoiiticai  situation. 
Labour  will  impose  a  wind¬ 
fall  taxon  the  utilities  of  up  to 
£6  billion  on  the  whole  sector 
and  may  be  more  in  favour  of 
helping  consumers  in  the 
form  of  bill  rebates,  rather 
than  helping  shareholders. 

Caroline  Merrell 


T^rom  Monday  a  new  type  of 
JT  collective  investment  fund 
can  be  launched  in  the  United 
Kingdom  (Gavin  Lumsden 
writes).  - 

The  ugly  sounding  open- 
ended  investment  company 
(Ode)  is  basically  a  hybrid  of 
the  existing  investment  and 
unit  trusts. 

Like  investment,  trusts. 
Oeics  will  be  companies  listed 
on  die  Sleek  Exchange  invest¬ 
ing  in  the  stocks  and  shares  of 
other  companies  at  home  and 
abroad.  As  with  investment 
trusts.  Oeics  will  issue  shares 
which  investors  can  buy. 

Unlike  investment  trusts, 
but  similar  to  unit  trusts. 
Oeics  will  be  open-ended  in 
that  they  will  be  able  to  create 
and  cancel  shares  in  response 
to  the  rise  and  fall  in  public 
demand. 

But  apart  from  the  dreary- 
technical  details,  there  is  a 
little  something  in  Odes  for 
private  investors  to  get  excited 
about  — r  single  priring.  = 

Oeics  will  dispense  with  the 
arcane  intricacies  of  bid  and 
offer  prices  which  unit  rand 
investment  trusts  use.  Instead 


there  will  be  one  price,  calcu¬ 
lated  daily  on  tile  basis  of  the 
net  asset  value  of  the  OetesS 
investments. 

In  addition  to  being  easier  to 
understand,  single  pricing 
should  also  make  the  fund 
managers'  charges  much 
more  transparent.  The  open- 
ended  investment- companies 
also  comply  with  Luxembourg 
investment  rules  which  should 
allow  UK  fund  managers  to 
target  the  European  markets. 

Taken  together,  these  two 
factors  make  if  likely  tharnxw 
of  tiie  existing  1500  unit  trusts 
will  be  converted  into  Oeks  by 
the  year  2000.  The  Treasury 
has  encouraged  this  by  waiv¬ 
ing  stamp  duty  on  such  moves. 

But  don't  wait  for  the  rush. 
Few  companies,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Murray  Johnstone 
and  Henderson  Investors, 
plan  to  launch  Oeics  this  year. 
Another  unique  feature  of 
Oeics  is  that  they  wfll  be  able 
to  issue  several  -classes  of 
share  at  once:  This  will  make 
them  complex  to  administer 
and  most  fund  managers  are 
updating  their  -compoteF  sys¬ 
tems  first 


The  Oeics  revolution  J 
for  units  has  arrived 


SEC,  Britain's  biggest  buyer  of  endowments  wffl  pay  you 
mudi  more  than  the  surrender  value.  * 

our  heipfiii  staff  now  for  due  extra  cash  and 
peace  of  mind  Kbur  policy  must  be  at  leasts  years  eW  and 
satisfy  ojr  selection  criteria.  FAX:  0181  2074950  •  • 

MM  ENDOWMENT  COWtlBACTI  PIC 

MM  SEC  hfcra.  4*  Th«rt»M  Sc  Efarn  Wps  4KZ.  ' 


CASHING  IN  YOUR 
ENDOWMENT  ? 


343  4567 


u3  J 
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Barking  loudly  over  101  ‘rip-offs’ 


Which?  alienating  tbe  life  inspr- 

.  ■?$ 

“  “jg**?  «*■  of  worst  buys 

? %  '  **  BNNttfC 

UK.  s  biggest  pension  provider,  with 
.  *.  ottier  poor  products  from  Barclays.  , 

Uqyds  and  Mkflanit 

•  ^^Association  of  British  in^'in.- 

ers.  the  insurance  Industry’s  trade1 
gS*  “^Snant,  accusing 

■*  enw*tv,fr  claims  to  grab; 

.  "“mines.  But  asthe  saying  goes,  the 
Ufe  companies  should  be  .waxy  of' 
“rowing  stones  in  glass  bouses.  life  .. 
-  -  -  “S™,™  ^ouW  be  setting  their  own 

in  Older  rather  than  srtfnrlrino 


MARIANNE  CURPHEY 

Personal  Finance 
Deputy  Editor 


recoils 


w  oiuer  ranxr  thap  attaching 
wniCT?  for  artictiiatrog  the  concerns 
or oraxnaiy investors. '  .";7 

ed 


paisioosm^^ 

ieport  dn  page  28'  an  estimated 
520.000  employees  in  occupational 
schemes  were wrongly  advised  to 
move -to  a  persootd  pension  scheme. 
Smd  vdien  the  scale  of  tire  transfer 
was  discovered,  the  industry  was. 
tardy  toner  compensation.  Three 
years  on,  fewer  than  5  per  cent  of 
cases  havebeen  reviewed. 

Even  now,  it  is  very,  difficult  for 
protective-  investors  -to  compare 
pension?  because  of  the  different 


ways  fees  are  levied.  Too  many 
products  are  inflexible  and  complic¬ 
ated  and  prospective  customers  are 
confused.  But  as  we  warn  readers  on 

•  ifiliey ^ddaysudaas^m6*^ "  ^ 


Trusts  watched 


CAVEAT  EMPTOR  is  as  important 
in  the  stock  market  as  it  is  on  the  high 
street.  There  are  plenty  of  cheap 
investment  trusts  around  at  the 


moment  but  the  dilemma  for  invest¬ 
ors  is  whether  now  is  the  time  to  buy. 
Your  new  purchase  could  turn  out  to 
be  a  disappointment  as  soon  as  you 
get  it  home.  Investment  trust  shares 
often  tradeat  a  discount  to  assets.  But 
sometimes  this  discount  can  widen 
or  linger  for  so  long  that  institutions 
seek  action. 

This  year  could  see  a  rise  in 
attempted  takeovers  with  unsuccess¬ 
ful  funds  being  gobbled  up. 

Serial  savings 

AS  AN  antidote  to  the  usual  lists  of 
financial  new  year  resolutions. 
Weekend  Money  today  begins  a  ser¬ 
ies  of  articles  to  help  you  sort  out 
your  money  in  1997.  The  first,  on  the 
opposite  page,  looks  at  pensions.  'Hie 
series  wont  slim  your  waistline  after 
the  Christmas  excesses  but  could 
swdJ  your  bank  balance. 


Caroline  M  err  ell  on  recouping  OFC  losses 

Future  for  ostrich 
investment  is 
still  up  in  the  air 


Mobiles:  a  useful  accessory —and  atargetfor  criminals 


Mobile  pboneswere.a 
popular  present 
again  this  Christ¬ 
mas.  But  if -die  ;  phone ywti-v 
found  in  ymxr.^oddmg’ wa&af 
the  analogue  .type*  eftedfr  it 
carries  a  PIN  number  sind  let  " 
your  first  new  year's  resolu¬ 
tion  be  to  inspect  carefully 
your  calls  bBteadb  month,  Fbjr  - 
if  your  number  is  dimed,  then : 
you  could  bepaying  the  B5H 
for  other  peopled  cafi& 
Criminals  can  ckme  onpro- 
tected  phones  via  &  scanner  ’’ 
costing  about  QOU  They  can 
be  used  to  steal  the  number  of 
a  personal  mobile  phone; 

together  with  ffie  secret  elec¬ 
tronic  serial  number  (ESN). 
The  number  is  tiien  inputted 
into  another;  often  stolen, 
handset  and  used  unknow- . 
ingly  at  the  original  custom¬ 
er’s  expense.  Airports,  busy 
city  centres,  motorways  and 
London  hotels  are  die  happy 
hunting  grounds  for  the  don- 
ing  villains. 

One  of  the  higgest  probfeniB? 
is  that  doners  have  learnt  to 
use  a  victim's  phone  number 
not  only  silently  but  sparing-  ■ 
fy.  They  use  several  phones 
with  the  same  number,  to' 
spread  the  call  load.  Imping  to 
escape  detection  for  longer 
before  they  breach  the  calls 
Emit  and  trigger  an  investiga¬ 
tion  by  the  network  operator. 

I  have  been  doned  twice  in 
five  weeks,  becoming  a  victim 
of  what  has  been  called  the 
“fastest  growing  crime  in  Brif- 


i  ain”.  On  fhe  second  occasion  a 
new  number  had.  been  input: 
'ted  imp  zhyrtw^yearold  ana¬ 
logue  handSet  by  Cellconj.  a 
searKict^piw 

ne^  only  two  weeks'earlrer^; 

'  ’■ .  My  problem  "came  io  tight 
when  Gdkam  krfd  me  I  bad 
exceededmy  calls  firint  only  15 
d^into^narmalznontiily 
account  I  am  a  frugal  user 
ttifh  a  £29  :  fimk  set^by  Cell-  ■ 
own.  By.  the  time  a.  d  oner  had 
ben  *  suspected,  the  fllegai 
calls  hxvoked.fo  ioe  had  gone 
to  £36.’  I. had: made  onlyr-E3  - 
worth  of  calls.  The  total  WD. 
inchidingTme  rental  and  VAT  . 
was  £69.  The  proWem  had 
been .  partially  'resolved 
via  (HLcoaTs  fraud  squad 
before  the  second;  doner 
strode  .. 

There  are  now  64  million 
mobitephGneuseisiritheUK. . 
of  whom  three  nriflion  Have 
analogizes.  But  a  Private 
Member’s  Bill  introduced  fry 
Ian  Bntee,  Tory  •  MP  for 
J3oisetScarfh,r  successfully 
"had  its  second  reading  in  mkL 
December;  giving  foe-indus¬ 
try  along-overdne  Christmas 
present  The  Bill,  when  en¬ 
acted,  is  intended  to  make 


Cockers  &  Ly  brand,  the 
accountancy  firm  han¬ 
dling  fhe  liquidation  of 
tire  oafoed  Ostrich  Farming 
Coxporatkn,  believes  it  will 
recover  less  than  half  of  the 
£22  million  invested  in  the 
company  by  2,700  investors. 

The  Official  Receiver  was 
called  in  last  summer  after  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  In¬ 
dustry  issued  a  winding-up 
order  against  tiie'  company. 
Investors  were  attracted  ty 
marketing  literature  which 
promised  returns  of  more  than 
50  percent.  The  promotional 
material  emphasised  the  sale- 
ability  of  ostrich  meat,  which  is 
lew  in  fat  and  high  in  protein. 

However,  the  DTI  alleged 
the  OFC  spent  investors’ 
money  cm  "disadvantageous 
contracts”  to  third  parties^ The 
Serious  Fraud  Office  is  now 
investigating.- 

•  One  at  the  most  difficult 
tasks  for  the  liquidator  to  sort 
out  has  .beam  the  ownership  of 
about  4,000 -ostriches  now 


residing  in  Belgium.  In  a  letter 
to  investors  which  was  sent 
out  last  week.  Coopers  & 
Lybrand  said  it  had  “now 
received  formal  advice  from 
senior  counsel  that  tide  to  the 
individual  ostriches  rests  with 
the  customers  rather  than  the 
OFC*.  However,  the  liquida¬ 
tor  points  out  that  investors 
wiU  only  be  able  to  take  charge 
of  their  birds  when  an  out¬ 
standing  livery  charge  has 
been  paid  toZoopare.  another 
Ostrich  company. 

As  well  as  clarifying  the 
ownership  of  the  lards,  the 
liquidator  also  sets  out  two 
new  investment  options  which 
could  help  die  investors  to 
recoup  some  of  their  losses. 

One  option  involves  invest¬ 
ing  in  an  ostrich  farming 
company  called  Belautruche, 
which  is  backed  by  some  of  the 
original  OFC  investors.  If  the 
new  venture  can  raise  £125 
million  by  January  10,  then  it 
can  continue  to  farm  the 
ostriches  that  investors  have 


already  purchased.  Another 
option,  which  is  in  the  process 
of  being  set  up.  involves  a 
Scottish  company  called  the 
Avian  Farming  Enterprise. 
Details  of  this  scheme  are 
scant,  bur  investors  can  gain 
more  information  by  telephon¬ 
ing  01749  674472. 

The  liquidator  warned  in¬ 
vestors:  "If  you  do  nothing.  1 
have  been  informed  that,  on  or 
after  January  31. 1997.  Zooparc 
will  take  possession  of  any 
ostriches  to  which  you  maybe 
entitled  towards  settlement  of 
outstanding  livery  charges 
and  any  other  costs." 

Coopers  &  Lybrand  also 
points  out  that  it  is  possible  for 
individual  investors  to  make 
their  own  arrangements  con¬ 
cerning  die  birds.  "Contact 
should  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible  to  arrange  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  ostriches." 

'  It  advises  contacting  Eddy 
Nachtergaele  (0032  6976 9262), 
a  Belgian  farmer  looking  after 
the  birds. 
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meat  and  an  such  telecom 
fraud  an  arresfable  offence:  At 
the  moment.  Illegal  users  of 
doned  phones  tonne  to  be 
caught  to  the  act  to  be  charged 
with  intent  to  defraud. 

...  ALEC  PaRRETT  .  Ostriches  promised  sweet  rewards  bat  turned  out  to  be  a  bitter  investment  for  some 
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Renewing  your 
Home  Insurance  in 
January  or  February? 


UP TO  UP TO 

£25  OFF  +  32%  OFF 

1st  years  Home  con  ten  ts 

Buildings  premiums  premiums 


Switch  your  buildings  insurance  from 
j  your  mortgage  lender  and  we'll  give  ^  \ 

v  you  £25  off  your  1st  year's  premium.  -njf 
1  Whacs  more,  if  you  take  out  contents 

*  insurance  with  Prudential  at  the  same 

y  sy0Cis  * 

*  time,  you  will  receive  a  1 5%  discount,  plus 
there’s  a  further  20%  off  your  buildings  and 
concents  premium  if  you're  aged  50  or  over. 

I  Find  out  how  much  you  could  save.  Call  now  for  a 
free  quote.  PLUS  a  FREE  home  security  video. 

I  Cail  Prudential  on  0800  300  300 

*  Lines  are  open  ham  io  Spun  Monday  to  Friday,  ‘Kim  tn  ">pm  Saturday  and  I  <>am  u,  2pm  Sunday 

’  Far  your  protection,  tails  uf»  rhis  number  will  he  rn  <*r Jed 

UPlcasr  noftr.  in  some  cases  we  may  ikh  be  able  in  pn  wide  a  qiuirc.  Ph-asr  qui  ire  relerrm  e  GAD  3U5 
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WE'RE  PILING  PEPS  HIGH 
AND  SELLING  'EM  CHEAP 

(IN  FACT  THE  CHEAPEST) 

1997  is  the  year  of  the  PEP.  with  sales  set  to  be  the  highest  ever.  Buy  one  through 
The  PEP  Superstore  and  you  can  save  up  to  £300  on  a  £6,000  PEP.  Typically,  that's 
£180  cheaper  than  other  intermediaries  and  £60  cheaper  than  other  discount 
brokers.  You  cannot  get  a  better  service.  Or  a  better  deal!  That's  because  our 
volumes  are  so  high,  we  can  afford  lower  margins.  Our  confidence  is  such,  that 
if  anyone  tops  us  on  the  same  PEP,  we  will  refund  110%  of  the  difference. 

The  PEP  Superstore  is  a  no  frills,  execution  only  service  for  the  cost  conscious 
PEP  investor  and  is  a  division  of  Chelsea  Financial,  the  UK'S  oldest  and  best 
discount  broker.  As  well  as  the  most  respected. 

So  if  you  are  considering  a  PEP,  or  thinking  of  transferring  an  under-performing 
one,  act  now  to  beat  possible  tax  changes.  Call  The  PEP  Superstore  for  absolutely 
the  best  deal  ever  on  the  best  performing  PEPS.  Or  return  the  coupon. 

The.  PEP  Superstore 

THE  BEST  PEPS.  THE  BEST  DISCOUNTS. 

A  Division  of  Chelsea  Financial  Services  Pic. 

The  PEP  Superstore,  FREEPOST,  2/1  Harbour  Yard,  Chelsea  Harbour, 
London  SW10  OYZ.  Tel:  0171  351  6022. 

REGULATED  BY  THE  PERSONAL  INVESTMENT  AUTHORITY.  THE  VALUE  Of  INVESTMENTS  AND  INCOME 
FROM  THEM  CAN  FALL  AS  WELL  AS  ROE. 

The  PEP  Superstore,  FREEPOST,  2/1  Harbour  Yard,  Chelsea  Harbour,  London  SW10  OYZ. 
I  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  leading  discounted  PEPS. 
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PENSIONS 

MADE  SIMPLE 

24  hours  a  (lav .  7  clays  a  week.....  Now  you  can  pick  up  the  phone  and  uet 

pensions  information  dr  advice  and  even  set  up  a  plan,  quickly  and  without  fuss. 


0345  6789  10 

(,r  ulk  io  Your  Independent  Financial  Adviser 


SCOTTISH  WIDOWS 


. .-  i. .  . .  .  e  .  ^  .  nrirf^wit  max  be  recorded.  Information  or  advice  wilLoaly  be  provided  on  Scottish  Widows  products.  Issued  by  Scottish  Widows’  Fund  and  Ufe  Assurance  Society,  a  mutual  company.  Regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Aii»kO 

'FttrVo&pr^ctiOBi'VOflr  cadis  .  .  £.  *1  '  I ii 
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Grit  your  teeth 

-  /I  tin 
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invest” 


Millions  will  reap  rewards  as  societies  convert,  Gavin  Liimsden  says 

A  financial  diary  for  1997 


SPKEGEFWEU. 


iVnunj  MIBord 
Maned  I'f  FnmliqpDB 
Hahn  Fund 

Bra  [■rrlonrarlg 

Intemumal  Equm 

Fuii/jifr  /  irar 

tVall  Sueei  Journal 
Europe.  Ousted, 

Miaiul  Fund  Kcmck. 
Jim.  Aft.  Jtd*  nkl  On  « 


Outstandingly  idgfa  total 
returns  from  a  very 

experienced  manager 

1  fcrvesP'W  Wert.  hity  1996 


Healthcare  investment  a  not  for  ibt 

faint  hearted  -  this  a  a  volatile  sector.  However  wc 
believe  that  them  arc  outstanding  opportunities 
for  capital  grow*  in  the  long  term  -  driven 
by  rapid  advances  in  medical  research, 
and  the  accelerating  demand  for 
healthcare  from  an  ageing  population. 


We  maintain  thar  every  serious  investor's  portfolio  should  hold  a  stake 
in  healrhcare.  and  that  rite  Framlingron  Health  Fund  is  one  of  the  besr 
routes  into  this  exciting  sector. 


For  the  use  for  Healthcare  investment  in  detail,  contact  your 


Independent  Financial  Advisee,  cut  the  coupon  or  call 


0345  023138 


FUju  tend  me  dctuL,  of  the  Fromlmgi^jt i  Health  Fund-  Ream  i be  m upon  to:  Fromtington  Uml  Management  LomteJL 
Fic.^nst.  F.  O.  But 2.  TuyTord.  Raiding.  Derisive  RGJO  BBR. 


Jl  u  mpi'njrJ  in  Jtojj-  >hjt  rawwin  1*  the  Frjmimgton 
Hcdlb  Fund  should  be  seen  a>  j  t udium  to  U.mt  Urn 
im-ooncnu  Perp.inrjr.ee  Us  SefP  HrdWnarr  Index  is 

sUrhng  jdiuswd.  n>  >  out? me  retmesud.  some  Djustnjin.  All 
other  pfr/i'muw  source  Mteropjl,  .jffer  to  bid,  no  income. 
■■UifTruemcwf  issued  by  Frjmhrgt.vi  Uml  HUn igpntau 
Lom/nJ.  regulated  In  tbt  Fm.njl  Investment  Authority  and 
JMJtO.  Member  ofAUTlF  Please  remember  post  performance 
n  not  necesiurik  J  guide  to  future  performance.  Tlv  price  ‘4 
mtts  jrJ  rite  income  from  them  ,  jn  /all  as  I refl  JB  rise  ami  the 
ou-estoT  mar  not  recent  fuel  the  full  jmounr  m vested  which 
vuv  in  port  be  due  io  exchange  rate  fWrujoimj.  tTe  mil  nee 
iltscb.nc  yom  name  outside  the  Frjmhngron  Croup  pic 
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This  year  will  be  domi¬ 
nated  by  the  plans  of 
Halifax.  Woolwich  and 
Northern  Rock  building  soci¬ 
eties  io  become  banks  and  hie 
formal  handover  of  Bristol  & 
West  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland. 
These  will  result  in  the  hand¬ 
out  of  an  estimated  £19  billion 
of  shares  to  ten  million  savers. 

:  JANUARY  7^:. 

Both  Halifax  and  the  Wool¬ 
wich  send  out  transfer  docu¬ 
ments  detailing  their  conver¬ 
sion  plans  and  share  distribu¬ 
tion  schemes.  Attached  are 
voting  forms,  which  members 
are  urged  to  return  speedily  as 
both  societies  will  hold  special 
meetings  in  February.  Wool¬ 
wich  members  have  until  the 
SGM  to  top  up  their  accounts 
to  their  December  31,  1995. 
level.  Halifax  will  indicate'  the 
likely  price  range  of  its  shares. 

The  Finance  BQ1  gets  its 
second  reading  in  the  Com¬ 
mons.  The  Chancellor’s  Nov¬ 
ember  Budget  becomes  law. 

Regulations  for  open-ended 
investment  companies  are  laid 
before  Parliament  The  long 
wait  for  a  single-priced  fund 
with  no  bid  /offer  spread  is 
nearly  over.  But  the  Securities 
and  Investments  Board  has  to 
approve  OEICs  formally  at  a 
board  meeting  this  month, 
Lloyd  s-TSB  presents  a  pri¬ 
vate  Bill  in  Parliament  formal¬ 
ly  to  merge  the  two 
organisations.  This  is  unlikely 
to  be  completed  before  1998. 

With  the  general  election 
looming,  time  is  running  out 
for  the  proposed  Building 
Societies  Bill.  But  Angela 
Knight.  Economic  Secretary, 
is  keen  to  And  space  for  it  and 
has  been  talking  to  Labour 
about  possible  amendments  to 
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speed  its  passage  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  A  key 
issue  is  whether  building  soci¬ 
eties  wQ]  be  allowed  continue 
protection  from  takeover  for 
five  years  after  conversion. 


Halifax  holds  a  stadium-sized 
SGM  at  Sheffield  Arena  for 
members  who  want  to  attend 
—  50  per  cent  approval  is 
needed.  The  Woolwich  SGM 
is  held. 

The  Stock  Exchange  an¬ 
nounces  which  of  the  60 
nominated  advisers  on  the 
Alternative  Investment  Mar- 


Jupiter 
leads  the  field  in 
long-term  performance 


UNIT  TRUST  GROUP  PERFORMANCE  RANKINGS 


Management  Group 

Iyr 

Zyrs 

3yrs 

4vns 

5yrs 

6ybs 

7m 

JUPITER 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 
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Perpetual 

115 

58 

46 

27 

7 

8 

10 

Schroder 

44 

78 

48 

23 

22 

16 

17 

M&G 

105 

98 

78 

32 

46 

53 

47 

Barclays  Unicorn 

m 

55 

69 

59 

78 

86 

74 

2 

19 

8 

L3 

40 

24 

85 

62 
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ket  it  will  discipline.  Doubts 
have  been  raised  as  to  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  many  advisers  and 
the  quality  of  the  companies 
they  are  allowing  onto  the 
AIM,  the  prep  school  for 
unquoted  stocks  before  they 
join  the  exchange. 

Expect  the  first  open-ended 
investment  company  launch 
from  a  fund  manager  like 
Henderson  Investors  or  Mur¬ 
ray  Johnstone. 

An  election?  The  Govern¬ 
ment  may  be  forced  to  hold  a 
by-election  in  Wirral  South  by 
the  month  end  and  may 
decide  to  go  to  the  country  if  it 
thinks  the  result  will  be  bad. 
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About  two  million  savers  at 
Bristol  &  West  and  Northern 
Rode  should  receive  details  of 
the  building  society’s  offer  to 
convert  to  a  pic  and  how  many 
free  shares  they  will  get.  The 
SGM  is  likely  to  be  in  ApriL 
The  FT-SE  Actuaries  Com¬ 
mittee  decides  if  Halifax’s 
entry  into  the  FT-SE  J00  and 
ail-share  indices  in  June  will 
be  delayed  by  three  weeks.  It 
fears  such  a  big  issue  bypass¬ 
ing  CHy  institutions  will  dis¬ 
tort  the  market  and  give  the 
shares  an  artificially  high 


price.  Bui  a  delay  could  lave  * 
the  opposite  effect  as  City  f 
tracker  funds  avoid  the  share, 
causing  a  potential  downward 
spiral. 

Norwich  Union  holds  an 
EGM  for  its  three  million 
members  eligible  to  vote  on  its 
plans  to  demutualise. 

Halifax  members  receive  de¬ 
tails  of  their  proposed  share 
allocation  if  they  have  ap¬ 
proved  conversion.  They  are 
also  roW  what  it  means  mown 
shares  and  information  on 
how  to  buy  and  sell  shares  in 
Halifax  pic. 

May  I  —  local  election  day. 
Most  likely  late  date  for  the 
general  election. 

Unit  crust  and  investment 
trust  companies  have  to  com¬ 
ply  with  new  rules  on  disdos- 
ing  their  charges  to  investors. 
Key  features  documents  given 
to  investors  should  indude  a 
table  demonstrating  the  effect 
of  charges.  ... 

May  22—  final  possible  date 
for  general  election. 

■■ 

Halifax  shares  are  listed  on  \ 
the  London  Stock  Exchange. 

Woolwich  pic  shares  are  listed 
.on  the  Stock  Exdiange. 


Distribution  and  fuO  listing 
for  Bristol  &  WesL  . 

If  its  members  have  approved. 
Northern  Rode  plans  to  convert 


Pensions  victims  start 
to  settle  out  of  court 


Firms  who  wrongly  ad¬ 
vised  people  to  transfer 
Into  personal  pensions 
from  company  schemes  are 
agreeing  out-of-court  settle¬ 
ments  with  their  victims  raih- 
er  than  go  ahead  with  court 
hearings,  it  has  emerged. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  test 
cases  ortpensions  missel  ling 
was  scheduled  to  be  heard  last 
month  in  the  Bristol  Mercan¬ 
tile  Court  But  GAN  life 
settled  out  of  court  A  further 
hearing  set  for  next  month  has 
also  been  settled. 

At  the  start  of  last  year  the 
courts  dismissed  attempts  by  a 
number  of  insurance  compan¬ 
ies  to  stay  proceedings  against 
them  by  six  claimants.  The 
companies,  which  induded  the 
Prudential,  GAN  life,  TSB 
Life.  Hill  Samuel  Life  and 
Irish  Life,  had  argued  that  the 
six  should  wait  for  their  cases 
to  be  sorted  out  through  the 
industry’s  own  review  of  pen¬ 
sions  mis-sdling. 

Ringrose  Wharton,  the  firm 
of  solicitors  that  brought  the 


cases  against  the  firms,  wel¬ 
comed  the  settlements.  The 
firm  is  acting  on  behalf  of  190 
local  government  workers, 
nurses  and  other  NHS  staff 
who  are  members  of  die 
GMB.  the  Royal  Cbflege  of 
Nursing  and  Unison. 

The  Personal  Investment  Au¬ 
thority  (PI A),,  which  is'  .in 
charge  of  nMmitoring'.tnost 
firms  guilty  of  potential  mis- 
sdling.  admitted  that  most 
would  miss  a  third  priority 
deadline  set  for  last  Tuesday. 


Offers  of  compensation 
were  meant  to  have 
been  made  by  then  to 
anyone  aged  35  or  over  who 
had  opted  out  of  their  employ¬ 
er’s  existing  scheme  and  any¬ 
one  over  35  who  had  not  joined 
their  employer's  schtane  in  the 
first  place.  Men  aged  between 
50  and  54  and  women  aged  45 
to  49  who  transferred  funds 
from  pensions  they  had  with 
former  employers  should  also 
have  received  offers.  Those 
who  have  retired,  or  who  are 


about  to  retire,  should  have 
been  compensated  by  earlier 
deadlines.  But  most  have  not 

In  November  the  Securities 
and  Investments  Board,  the 
City  watchdog,  announced 
moves  to  speed  up  compensa¬ 
tion  payouts  fry  supposedly 
simplifying  the  information  in¬ 
surance  companies  had  to  use 
in  calculating  payments. 

Just  over  three  years  ago  it 
emerged  that  nine,  out  of  ten 
salesmen  had  almost  certainly 
wrongly  advised  customers  to 
transfer  out  of  often  generous 
employer’s  schemes  into  riskier 
personal  pensions.  It  took  the 
industry  18  months  to  produce 
formal  guidelines  for  firms  on 
how  to  reopen  cases  and  ealeu-  -• 
late  compensation. 

By  November  1996  the  PIA 
admitted  only  4*000  people  had 
so  far  accepted  offers  of  com¬ 
pensation.  Fewer  than  5  per 
cent  of  the  estimated  520,000 
victims  had  even  had  their 
reviews  completed.  ’  j 

Sara  McConnell 


Extracts  from  Investment  Intelligence  -  Group  Weighted  Performance  Tables  of  all  unit  trust  management  groups  as  at  7. 12^6 


As  a  unit  trust  or  PEP  investor;, 
you’re  looking  above  all  for  consistent 
long-term  performance. 

.  ,  £1,000  INVES 

And,  as  you  can  see, 

you  need  look  no  further  E2.1QZ 

C1.829 

than  Jupiter.  • 

Jupiter’s  range  of  unit  j  | 

trusts  has,  on  average,  ( s  I 

:  9  L±_ 

handsomely  outperformed  |  unfhawxaB8irigf| 

those  of  the  other  major  - 

groups  listed  over  every  annual  period 
from  one  to  ten  years. 


£1,000  INVESTED,  5  YEARS  TO  1.12SS 


Ur*  Tua  iraiaoar-tt.  poxa  -  emptM  cay  o  ae. 


Furthermore,  Jupiter  has  beaten 
every  other  unit  trust  management 
-  group  in  six  years  out  of  the 

ARST01.12SS  t  j  i  , 

last  ten  and  has  never  been 
out  of  the  top  three  over 

£1  St* 

rj  “yj  the  period  -  a  consistency 
1 1  ;l:  of  performance  unmatched 

I  a  :  5  i 

f ;  ;  | ;  by  any  other  group. 

m  j  •  5  [ 

For  details  on  our  unit 

- 1  trusts  and/or  the  Jupiter 

PEP,  talk  to  your  financial  adviser,  call 
us  free  now,  or  return  the  coupon. 


RETURN 
TO  SENDER 


J  U  PUT  E  R 

Leaders  in  long-term  performance 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  FREE  ON  0  5  0  0  0  5  0  0  9  7 


To:  Jupiter  Unit  Trust  Managers  Ltd,  Knightsbridge  House.  197  Knightsbridge,  London  SW7  1RB. 
Please  send  me  further  information  on:  Jupiter  Unit  Trusts  ij  The  Jupiter  PEP  Q 


Print  Nome  (Mr/Mrs/  Ms).. 


. ■■■■■■■  . . . .  . . . . . . . 


_ _ _ _ —Post  Coda-.. 


Jupiter  Unit  Trust  Managers  Ltd  is  regulated  bv  IMRO  and  the  Personal  Investment  Authority.  Member  of  ALRIF.  A  subsidiary  of  Commerzbank  AG.  one  of  Germany’s  leading  banks. 

Vou  ,h«iW  that  tho  value  of  an  investment  and  the  income  from  «  can  go  down  os  mil  as  up.  it  may  be  affoetaf  b,  a^nange  rate  uatvtbOK.  and  vou  may  nol  gal  back  the  amount  mwwed.  Current  ts*  I  avals 

and  reliefs  may  change  end  their  value  wffl  depend  on  your  individual  circumstances,  fbst  performance  is  not  necessenty  a  guide  to  future  performance.  Up  to  100*^  of  the  annual  management  fee  a  to  t»  taken  from 
cap-tal  of  Income  Trust  and  High  Income  Puna  Tins  may  accordtagty  restrict  capital  gfOWri.  Copies  o!  me  half-yearly  and  annual  reports  mo  i  be  obtained  from  Jupiter  Unit  Trust  Managers  Ltd.  KmghLsbndge  House,  197 
hmghtflhndgo.  London  SW7 1RB.  Scheme  particulars  may^ho  be  obtained  from  nut  addrece.  H  V 


Introducing  tfi«  Pasta*.  Atfeowrt;  ■ 

Woolwich  Direct.  .  ..." 

The  Watwst  quality  of  wvk»  because  n’t . 
the  Woofwicb.  •*  fl 

StfttfgWftKward  ami  conventwit  because  ft's  - 
efinect,  to  your  door.  •  '  ,r.  - 

Operating  your  account  by  poet  means  we  can 
o«er  you  higher  rates ^  on  -.a-  nttatmiro ^ 

investment oJ£L500.  Whafs morevyoir.canrariLe  -  t\  iv»>.  .  .  v~.  ,,i 

one no-penaftyj awtont vtitttiruvel ayeac  • 

For  a  higher  Merest  refe  lrom  tt«;Vto^  .  . '  ^ 

dtmet  fo  your  door.  ca8  as  free  now  : / •’  IsLpk  : ‘ 

TP41  on:  0800  60  60  40.  '■ ' 

Forywtt s^^urity; Mopfaww umwsalJoKi nayb* mcccjad. . . .  •  ’’’S'T 

H  l  C  H  I  N  T  EILES  f".  R-^TE^-  hi  1 


s'*'- - • 


asousznc  am.  s.7t«,  naoco.  s*n,.  ezutew.  utv  en.000*  ts*.  e  t»v 


‘Nh  ;  Saturday 


WEEKEND  MONEY  29 


sen-assessment  of  tar  and® 
issue  of  statements  of  accounts 

FromMrR.aRead 

far,  ftp  same 

j.  r«  v  . 


% 


amount-  i 


coved  aU 


cemeon  tewaij 
taxandw3£a&4> 
tt»4';crf>dj 
call  to  my 
ft*  - 


Sir,  1  can  assure  your  corres-  the  last 

DOUf-SS* 

who  ^  “compla- 

-  cent  with  regard  to  . 

December  M}  are  not  end  ai  Mi 

tft”5,1"  sa«may  2®^ 

As  a  pensioner  whose  re-  _ _ 

T^SLf*0  “*  m  W  be;  c  coa^ 
described  as  complex,  l  caku- 

-  ,^y  awome  tax  dues  '  - 
myself,  something!  have  done  •!  , 

wife  the  aid  '  i&SfiLjs 
af  apersOTalconjptrte,.  how-  wrtc  og- 

-  ever,  I  still  felt  that  it  bdwvEd  ^ 

^  to  take  a  reasonable  ini^r-' _ _ 

Si?  ft-  **“«  •  sore  thafi 

rposea  in  the  new. system,  to  personage 
otsure  that  nay  camputerpri*-"  "Yours^ffi 
gi^n  kept  ahreastof  tben^w-  RK7HARB1 
Self-assessment  system  Jts  ft  ■  M  Ufimfinc 
evolved.  We  were  told  feat. '  Ca^oS 
some  milliooswouHbe spent  -•..c^-'T7r- 
On  inibBcity  matter  to  keep  fee  P>»| rfei 
■  pubbc  up  to  speed  and  so 
justify  a  swmgeing  system  of 
penalties  if  we  defaulted.  ' •.  '.ij 

:  I  firet  obtained  a  copy  of  the  FramMtF. 
consultation  selfasseSsment  a^fnfei 
pack,  which  was  published  by  -Mirtsfa?ck 
Somerset  House,  m.Novem-  :doir)ofD< 
ber  1994  and  have  since  re-  EoBer.  of.  ] 
peoledfy  asked  farnewdncu-  ‘  Co,. writes  i 
ments  on  the  special  Ioral  rate  -  partafthei 
helpline.  The  booklet  pub-  looming r  n 
lished  in  June  1995,4  General  assessment. 
puide,  indicated  that  as  a  .  I  would  si 


•»>w.9S« 
sdrethaft 


**'.  v  it-  : ;  ■  y 


From  Mr  F.  R.  Robinson  , 


pensioner  with  investment  in¬ 
come,  I  should  notably  read' 
■  the  book  bat  could  expect  to  be 

.'remrired  to  malo>  tun  nnr. 


'is  sta 
cour 


[required  to  make  two  pay-  .  Mr FuUer  suggest 
'ments  an  account,  and  so  I  Government's  puhli 

i  budgeted  aanrdingly;  •  Not  paigntno^^sei^— _ _ 

I  being  self-employed;  I  did  not  awareness  shoaldbe  Pepped 
[  obtain  the  separate  guide  feat,  up.-  ■„ 

,  was  published  for  people  in  Euhiic^yisiioifee 
j  that  category.  .'.  I  have  on  reVejral'j 

My  understanding  of  fee  sent  in.fee  fatxoi'a| 
system  was.feat  anyone  whose  government  advec 
total  tax  Kahilify  {less  capital  on  fee  matter;  to  abs 
gains  and  tax  deducted  at  avaD.  . 
source)  for ,  19953)6 .  was  in  .  It  is  fee  back-uj 
excess  of  £500,  would  be  asked  ..  publicity  feaf  apjpea 
to  make  equal  payments  onae-  lacking:  Yet  amother 
count  towards  this  figure  by-  of- what  might  be  c 
January  3Kand  July  31, 1997.*;  present.  Gogernmmt 
Those  (rf  us  falling  m to  this  ca-  nkatibru  The  reactic 
tegory  would  be  informed  well  pUtific.  aptafey  bui 
in  advance  by  the  Revenue. '  difedirf, ... 

That  would  not  seem  to  be  Yours  fajlhfufly.  ■ 
the  case,  however,  since  I  lave  *  ft  ROBB^SOfN,'..  ,i 
just  receive  a.  statement  of  - 

Sal  tax  by  January  3LJ!»k  ,  aJ.  • 


I  have  on  several  occasions 
sent  in  .fee  fom&  a$fcfehed  to 
government  advertisements 
on  fee  matter;  to  absolutely  no 
avafi.' '’"'"Gy  ■ 

It  is  fee  back-up  to  fee 
publicity  that  appears  to  be 
lacking:  Yet  another  example 
of- what;  might  be  called  fee 


feafiim.  The  reaction  is  not 
public  ainaihy;  hut  -  pubEc 
disbdief. .  ..  ’•  J: 

Yours  fajthfufly,  :  7 


t/  .  .  v:1  .  t  ’ 

VirJ-'i— ;  J  •“.  4,  I 


r- 


its  funds 

Ester  Building-  J$qcieiy. 
ot-accsss  aocount,  winch  ^ 
finnljL  bifeeved  .would  -da 
fy  far  the  issue:  c£  fiifef*vv3 
shares  after  fee  _spcigry}  .^ad 
converted  in  to  a  bank  dura®. iiq 
1997:  .  .  .  ;  :  he 

'rHowever,.  we  bare  , bow  h% 
beentddthat,becauselh^ia-  '  j 
similar  account  in  nfly  bwrx  ;  its| 
dame,^ ^our  association  wall  nor.  wf 
Be  issued  with  any  free  Shares,  ttt 
J  Evidenfet,  this  is  because  be 
aib  building  scdeQf  registered  .  en: 
iie  name  of  theaccounlholder  Yc 
is"P.J.Grayfen"rafeerfhan  PE 
TThe  West  Ward  Leisure  Gar-  (H 
dens  Association"  to  arid  it  34, 
sow  considers. feat  I  am  fee  Hr 
first-named  member  on  two  Cti 


J1996.' 


enfeiedto^iqy) 

YowrjsM&Ih 


ft,as;l  toad  been  fee 
jy  treasijrar.Qn  Decern- 
'  19^6.  life;  Wild  not 

assod^^n 
imfer  do  potbgkri^to 


34,  GfenfeonieClQse, 
Brampton,  -  : 

CheWfidd. 


more  tnnertiancer 

Naturally  you  want  to  leave  all  of  your  estate  Id  your  family 
or  dependants  or  at  iWl  to  someone  of  your,  choosing. 

Bui  the  truth  is  lhat  without  some  forward 
planning  your  heirs  will  . receive  only  what  is  left  after 
fee  Inland  Revenue  take  their  share  m  the  form  of 
InheTtlanceTbx  when  you  die..  '  ?. 

I'  .  And  ibalshare  can  be  quitedramaUc. 

.  ..•  For  example,  on  an  estate  of  £600,000  (including 
house,-  contents,,  personal  effects,  stocks'  and  shares, 
bonds,  trusts,  cash,  fife  assurance  and  any  inheritances) 
the  Exchequer  stands  M  be  an  nual  tenefidary.  lf 
b  then?  were  three  (feadren  eat*  wmld  recerve  almost  ] 
‘j  £150,006  buftheExehequerwouId  take^T54,00a 
'  /Vnd  it  gets  worse;  above  £215,000*.  the  rale  Is  a 
flat  40%.  At  Tbwry  Law  we  can  .help  you  make  plans  to 
reduce  your  liability  and  r  '  ' 

jass  on  your  accum-j  'JiuktO 

W  ^  JtovmLdwi 

fhosen  beneficiaries- ...-  •^sT^jujsiHiinKs 

now  oiink  for*  [for  independent 
knomeni.  i-H.T.  does  not  \  financial  advice 

just apply.tp the V«y rich,  ! 

t  applies  u.  everybody  j  jggSE^SSSSf-t' 

-with  assets  above  . 

£215^00."  .  i  Mw»to Avoid «%■  •  nmm  | 


9"***'**  «vved  feKe  ^>»t  posts 

.  lafe  to  move  tKe 

\nv  I  ■  / 


Wbcn  jomt  membership  means  discrimination 


:<3enr)  of  DecembS'14;.  Denis 
RiBer,^  ot  Pufler  -Spurikig  & 
Co,  writes  of  “apathy . on  fee 
part  of :fee.  taigsyer”  vis4-Vis " 
looming  '  income. 1  tax  sdf- 
asseamiehri  . 

Iwouldsqggestfeai,aswiih 
many  feir^s  in  Britsdh  at  fee 
present  tuae^  fee.  - problem 
starts  at  fee  top.  "  ' 

MrPuller  suggests  thaf  the 
Gcfyemmenrs  puhticfty'  cam- 


From  Mr  A.  Hamilton,  QC 
Sit,  My  wife  and  I  are  jomt 
:• poficy&Qkters  in  a  life  insur¬ 
ance  pt^cy  wilfa  fee  Norwich 
Union,  a  mutual  life  company, 
griemfirig  flotation  in  [997.  We 
assumed  feat  we  were  ,  joint 
members.  We  were,  as  usual, 
recorded  as  “Mr  &  Mrs”,  ie, 
me  as  husband  first 
On  October  2.  1996,  the 
flotation  was  announced,  and 
we  were  told  only  one  of  us 
coold.be  a  member,  ,  feat  we 
could  have  nominated  either 
ofus  as  fee  member,  but  it  was 
now  too  fate,  and  L  bring  first 
named,  was  fee  member.  On 


October  3.  we  nominated  my 
wife  and  were  told  we  were  too 
late. 

The  result  ts  blatant  sac 
discrimination,  against  nearly 
all  wives,  who  are  joint  policy¬ 
holders  and  who  are  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  the  proposed 
“free"  share  issue. 

I  have  repeatedly  sought  an 
explanation  why  our  nomina¬ 
tion  of  my  wife  cannot  be 
accepted  but  have  had  no 
reply. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ADRIAN  HAMILTON. 

63  Abbotsbiuy  Road, 

W14. 


Halifax  listing 

From  Mr  S.  Lourie 
Sir,  It  is  dear  (FT-SE  Wow  to 
Halifax  shareholders,  Decem¬ 
ber  17)  that  the  City  is  consid¬ 
ering  stitching  up  the  people 
with  mortgages  and  savings 
who  wouWbecome  sharehold¬ 
ers  of  the  Halifax  Building  So¬ 
ciety  if  conversion  goes  ahead. 

It  is  outrageous  to  read  that 
“The  FT-SE  Actuaries  UK 
Indices  Committee  which  re¬ 
views  the  FT-SE  100  and  FT- 
SE  all-share  indices,  believes 
the  lack  of  an  institutional 
placing  could  distort  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  is  considering  a  delay 
of  up  to  three  weeks  before  fee 
Halifax  joins  fee  FT-SE  100”. 

The  effect  of  this  would  be  to 
depress  the  value  of  the  shares 
and  reduce  the  benefit  to 
shareholders  who  wish  to  seD 
immediately.  It  is  typical  of  the 
Halifax  Budding  Society's 
disregard  for  its  existing  mem¬ 
bers  that  it  is  quoted  as  “tak¬ 
ing  a  relaxed  view,  saying  that 
institutional  investors  would 
slowly  build  up  their  stakes”. 

There  is  no  doubt,  if  conver¬ 
sion  is  agreed  by  members,  : 
that  they  should  get  the  benefit 
of  any  scramble  for  shares  by  ! 
the  financial  institutions.  For 
this  reason,  it  is  correct  that  | 
fee  company's  shares  should 
immediately  enter  the  main 
FT-SE  indices. 

Yours  faithfully. 

SERGE  LOURJE. 

Halifax  Action  Group, 

59  Burlington  Avenue, 

Kew  Gardens.  Richmond. 


Our  PEPs  have  '  salesmen,  no  commission,  no  hassle. 


dire  ct 


T.’v  *V  .Ttf 


for  your  free  virgin  Growth  or  Income  PEP  information  pack,  call  us- 
Lines  are  open  from  8am  to  10pm,  seven  days  a  week. 

»t>r  tn*-  H  I’r?.  minimum  ir.vn?m*n;  f50  4  month  O f  £1,iXiO  lump  tum 

/•cr  tht  IfV.onvj  PEP  t'fi.OOO  lump  vum  only. 


Vtrgta  Direct  Persona!  Rnandai  Service  Ltd  Is  regulated  by  the  Pononol  bnuastment  Authority  for  life  insurance 
and  unit  tn<R  boKwia  »nd  rapieMnts  only  the  Virgin  Direct  mart  Ring  group.  Past  performance  is  not  necasmfly 
a  gufcfe  U  tfM  future.  71ie  price  of  unKsudny  income  from  tfwn  can  go  down  as  watt  as  up  and  you  m*y 
not  9«  bade  wM  the  money  you  Invest.  Vkgin  Dkcct  only  iMitoti  its  own  praduett.  For  your  sacurtty:  «B  catb  to 
VJrutoi  Ona  wfl?  ba  meanhd  and  randomly  mooftofod. 


FOR  FULL  DETAILS  OF 
FINANCIAL  ADVERTISING  IN  THE 


MONEY  SECTION 


PLEASE  TELEPHONE 
01 71-783  7520  OR  0171-782  7689 


The  Index-Tracking  PEP 
that  performs  the  best 


(also  costs  the  least) 


INVESTMENT  PERFORMANCE 
NOV  95  to  NOV  96 


Legal  &  General 


GROWTH 


18.5% 


Kleinwort  Benson 


HSBC 


Virgin 


Average  UK  income  &  Growth  Trust 


16.08% 


A  glance  at  the  table 


will  show  that  -  since 


its  launch  one  year  ago 
-  the  Index-Tracking  PEP  from  Legal  &  General  has  proved  that  it  offers  PEP 
investors  unbeatable  value  for  money. 

It  follows  the  FTSE  All-Share  Index.  This  Index  reflects  the  performance  of  the  entire 
stockmarket,  so  it  removes  the  risk  of  being  overexposed  to  shares  which  under¬ 
perform  and  lessen  your  return. 

In  fret,  £6,000  invested  in  the  Legal  &  General  Index-Tracking 
PEP  last  year  woufd  now  be  worth  £7J10*f  compared  to  just 
£6,965  in  the  average  UK  Income  &  Growth  Trust.  And  there's 
still  time  to  invest  this  financial  vear. 


18.47% 


17.92% 


17.90% 


■  :v. 

k 
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Unbeatable  costs ... 


At  just  0.5%  p.a.,  you  won't  End  a  cheaper  Index-Tracking  PEP 
anywhere  else.  And  there  are  still  no  initial  charges  or  withdrawal 
fees  to  pay 

To  find  out  more  about  the  UK's  best  value  Index-Tracking  PEP,  call 
now,  or  return  the  coupon  .  m  m  am  mm  gn 

below.  Alternatively,  you  can  contact  us  at  M FIG  FlmOGJFm I mOdmllmO  m  Cm 
httpj/www.legakand-general.co.uk 

0500  11  60  22 


P/ease  efuote  reference  number;  A4DL09 

■  ^Source: MScwpsI,  on  a  bid  to  bid  basis  with  gross  income  re-invested  from  01. 11.95  to  01. 11.96,  since  launch.  fThis  makes  no  allowance  for 
.  any  management  charges  which  are  applicable  to  a  PEP  but  our  charges  would  not  significantly  alter  the  performance  disparity:  Past 
performance  is  not  necessarily  a  guide  to  future  performance.  Both  copied  and  income  \ralues  may  go  down  as  well  as  up  and  you  may  nor 
get  tack  the  amount  imested.  Tax  assumptions  are  those  currently'  applicable  and  are  subject  to  statutory  change.  The  \alue  of  tax  relief  will 
,  depend  on  your  individual  circumstances.  AH  comparisons  of  cost  apply  to  PEPs  investing  wholly  in  unit  trusts.  Full  written  details  ore 
available  on  request  All  statements  are  correct  as  at  01.11.96.  For  your  protection  calls  will  usually  be  recorded  and  randomly  monitored. 

'  Legal  &  General  (Direct)  Limited.  Registered  in  England  No.  2702080.  Registered  Office:  Temple  Court  11  Queen  Victoria  Street  London  EC-iN 
fTR  Representative  only  of  the  Legal  &  General  marketing  group,  members  of  which  are  negufared  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  and 
IMRO  for  the  purposes  of  recommending,  advising  on  and  selling  life  assurance  and  investment  products  bearing  Legal  <&  Generals  name. 


I  -Think  wtelyrair  - ""V - ~j 

,  !  l*MBWiararmapttoln?lt«  ■  us.»D| 

^iDnse  and  investments  j  ^  .  •.  . 

Ere  worth.  And  then  .  j.AtUm*  - - - - — — . 

link:  I  iiiiust  get  in  touch  .  ' 

iwith  Tfciwry  I,aw  today.  «*r' - ^ — r— — - 

— : — - 

I  -\oiKjrTiti*iB&btacf  uf.  aa4rrta»  j^wrtnmdpuiLiniowKON  , 

0545  88  9955; 

||  ASK  FOR  OCR  "1  j  . 

I  rnpjtr.uzDE.  i  j 


•  Post  to:  Legal  St  General  (Direct)  Limited,  FREEPOST  SWC0467 , 

•  Cardiff CF1  1YW. 

9  Please  send  me  frill  written  details  of  the  Legal  St  General 
m  Index-Tracking  PEP. 

*  SURNAME  (Mr/Mrs/Mins/Ms) _ ; _ 

>  • 

FORENAMES - - - - - - - - - - 


A4DW9 


j  l*MBWiararinapttoln7lt«  ---O  ADDRESS. 


■  Namr  _ 
j'Afdkm. 


•  POSTCODE __ 
•  .  TEL  NO;  Home 


DATE  OF  BIRTH 
,  TEL  NO:  Work 


^  *  EgJEE  GUWEi 


•dummiWl'' 


l  Jf  you  already  have  any  PEP  investment,  please  tick  here  H]. 

!  ftfc  nay  idcphaaeyou  io  make  sure  IntomoHon  requeued  has  arrived  safely.  Now  and  [hen.  wr  may  tell  you 
xboui  oibcr  products  or  jarrvKXS  offered  by  the  Legal  &  Genera/  Group  of  companies  dot  w  beEtrve  may  be 
ofiittttcst  to  you.  If  you  wookl  prefer  not rom-ehv this  carefully selected  tofomnOon,  plcsc  tick  here  £J. 

•••••••••••••••  • 
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30  WEEKEND  MONEY 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  JANUARY  4  1997 


THE 

Ways  to  protect 
retirement  funds 


TIMES  MONEY  INFORMATION  SERVICE 


SAVERSrBEST  BUYS 


Towry  Law.  the  indepen¬ 
dent  financial  planning 
specialist,  has  updated 
its  cond.se  guide  examining 
the  different  financial  aspects 
of  retirement  How  to  Make 
Your  Money  Work  Harder  in 
Retirement  explains  how  the 
erosive  nature  of  inflation  and 
taxation  can  affect  retirement 
income.  It  explains  how  pen¬ 
sion  planning  and  phased 
retirement  should  be  consid¬ 
ered  by  those  approaching 
reti  remenL  as  well  as  a  section 
on  "what  to  do  when  you 
reach  retirement",  estate  plan¬ 
ning  and  the  different  types  of 
investment  which  should  be 
considered. 


its  range  of  unit  trust  and 
personal  equity  plan  products 
—  a  UK  smaller  companies 
trust.  The  trust  will  be 
launched  on  Monday  and 
there  is  a  special  launch  offer 
of  a  I  per  cent  discount  on  the 
unit  price  for  dients  for  21 
days  until  January  27.  Stan¬ 
dard  Life's  investment  team  ■ 
manages  about  £800  million 
of  UK.  smaller  companies’ 
stocks  for  the  life  and  pension 
funds. 


BEALE  DOBIE.  which  buys 
and  sells  second-hand  endow¬ 
ment  policies,  has  listed  life 
companies  that  it  believes  are 
candidates  for  demutualis¬ 
ation  this  year.  They  are 
Friends  Provident.  Scottish 
Amicable,  Scottish  Widows 
and  Standard  Life.  Other 
smaller  companies  that  it 
believes  may  be  the  subject  of 
takeover  bids  rather  than 
demutualisation  include  Scot¬ 
tish  Provident.  NPI  and  Scot¬ 
tish  Life. 


STANDARD  Life  Fund  Man¬ 
agement  (SLFM)  is  poised  to 
launch  the  latest  addition  to 


IN  A  week  when  Tessa  2 
celebrates  her  first  birthday. 
Birmingham  Midshires,  the 
UK's  ninth  largest  building 
society,  has  confirmed  it  has 
taken  almost  £400  million 
into  Tessas  during  1496.  It 
opened  60.000  accounts  of 
which  more  than  half  were 
Tessa  2  follow-up  accounts. 
The  society  runs  an  equity- 
linked  Tessa  where  investors 
receive  the  benefit  of  any 
increase  in  the  FT-SE  100 
index  over  the  five-year  term, 
or.  if  the  FT-SE'  falls,  a 
guaranteed  return  of  20  per 
cent  gross  over  the  five-year 
term.  The  minimum  invest¬ 
ment  is  £9,000  and  is  for 
follow-up  Tessas  only.  It  also 
has  variable-rate  fixed-rate 
and  escalator  Tessas. 


INSTANT  ACCESS  ACCOUNTS 

Account 

Notice 

of  term 

Deposit 

Rata 

Interest 

paid 

Teachers’  BS  01202  887171 

Bullion 

Instant 

£500 

4.80 

VzYly 

Yorkshire  BS  0800  378836 

1st  Qs  Acces 

Postal 

£1,000 

5.15 

Y»y 

Scarborough  BS  0800  590578 

Instnl  Postal 

Postal 

£5.000 

5.70 

Yly 

Bristol  &  West  BS  0800  901 1 09 

Instnt  Postal 

Postal 

£10,000 

6.00 

Yiy 

Notice 

Interest 

NOTICE  ACCOUNTS  &  BONOS 

Account 

of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

paid 

Chelsea  BS  0800  132351 

Post-tel  20 

20Day(p) 

£5,000 

6.05 

Yly 

First  National  BS  01232  314050 

High  Yield 

30  Day 

£25,000 

6.45 

Yfy 

Leopold  Jos  &  Sons  0171  588  2323 

40  Day  Notice 

40  Day 

£10,000 

6-22 

Yiy 

Leeds  &  Holbeck  BS  0113  225  7777 

Postal  Bonus 

30.4.98p 

£10,000 

7.00 

OM 

Notice 

Interest 

FIRST  TESSAS  (TAX  FREE) 

Account 

of  term 

Deposit 

Rate 

paid 

Sun  Banking  Corp  01438  744505 

Fixed 

5  year 

£8,575 

7^50 

F/Yly 

NatWest  Bank  0800  200400 

Fixed 

5  yeas 

£5,000 

7.45 

F/Yly 

investee  Sank  0171  626  0679 

Premier 

5  year 

£9,000 

7.20 

Yiy 

Birm  Midshires  BS  0645  720721 

Irrfttn  Beater 

5  year 

£1,000 

7  DO 

Yiy 

'  CREDIT  CARDS, BEST  BUYS 

SIS  Vi  A 
:\h'ZZr 

Interest 

Fee  per 

CREDIT  CARDS 

Card  type 

per  month  APR% 

annum 

Co-Operative  Bank  0800  1090004 

Advantage  Visa  0.64%NC  7.90%  N 

Nil 

Capital  One  Bank  0800  669000 

Visa 

0.797%N  9-90%N 

Nil 

Robert  Fleming/S&P  0800  829024 

MasterCard/Visa  .9167%C  11.50% 

Nil 

RBS  Advanta  0800  077770 

Visa’ 

0-94%N  11^0%N 

ND 

-  .:a  :  -  V-  •' 

.  -..11  '  .  i.  .  - 

;JV.  :Tr  J. 

1 

BASE  RATES  V 
MORTGAGES 

-rw 

1 

1 

1 

li 

Haftax 

monqage 


Cl— ring 
banks 
baa* 


91  92  93  94  95  36 


r| 


Grass  WBxifltes 

rate  20%  40%  giuommE  Mottw  Cantu 


OrcfinaryA/c1  1.50 

Irwestmwit  Afc*®  4.75 
Income  Bond*  a  6.00 
First  Opt  Booth  6.00 
43rd  Issue  Certta  5.35 
Children's  Bondt  6.75 
Gan  Ext  Hate  3-51 

Capital  Banda  t  6.65 
9th  Index  Unkedts  2.50 
Penshrs  Bond  S3  a  7.00 


120 

0.90 

io-i  aooo** 

imth 

3.80 

Z85 

20-500 **' 

4.80 

4.80 

3.602.000-25,000** 
3^01 .000-20, 000** 

3mth 

100-10.000 

8day 

25-1,000 

imtii 

5.32 

359 

100-250.000 

Srfay 

100-10,000 

8day 

5.60 

4-20 

500-50,000*  60day 

0645645000 
0645645000 
0645  645009- 
0645645000 
0645  645000 
0645645000  Tv 
0645  645000  1 
0645645000 
0645645000 

0645  64S0Q0 


i . _ _  mi  ntfaasitirtf|WfW,AttiwiAtgsi#iDl23(HItr 

lanBSedaaceeds  t  Tax  tee 

net  ixxms  Kt  ±20.000+  wOO.OOO/triadMon  to5tjyd&n**»gs«rjxaUvtkjt 
arm  tt  mg  ’£SX>-J00.CXX>  earn  h^rer  rates.  ••Treted  rates  ape* 


□ 


All  figures  are  the  gross  annual  annuity  {£100,000 
purchase),  guaranteed  5  years,  paid  monthly  in  advance 
SINGLE  LIFE  (level  arm)  Mala:  Age  60  Age  55  .  Age  70 


PERSONAL  LOANS 

Monthly  payment  on  £3,000  for  3yrs 
APR  with  insurance  no  insurance 

Northern  Bock  BS  0345  42142 1 

12.9%H 

£112.66 

£102.59 

RBS  Direct  0800  121125 

14.0% 

£114.78 

£101.45 

Direct  Line  0141  248  9966 

14.8%E  . 

£114.25 

£102.46 

Nationwide  BS  via  local  branch 

14.9% 

£113.15 

£102.49 

Marianne  Curphey 


Nfa.C  =  no  interest  free  period,  E  =  Avaitabto  to  comprehensive  motor  Insurance  poficy  hoWerBCwar  22  yaara,  F  =  Fb*d  Rais 
(all  other  rates  varabla).  N  =  Introductory  rate  for  a  limited  period,  P  =  By  Post  only.  OM  -  interest  paid  on  maturity 
•  RATES  SHOWN  ARE  GROSS  AND  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
PLEASE  CHECK  RATES  BEFORE  INVESTING 
Source:  Kion&vf acts,  the  Monthly  iSutde  to  Investment  &  Mortgage  Rates  (01 692  500  677) 


PRICE  INDEX  i 

Jll 

4050 

4000 

|| 

-3050 

Jm 

1  J^B 

|.  Ik 

3750 

3700 

3650 

-3600 

Canada  Lfe  — 

Prudential _ _ 

StandardLf _ 

Equrtab  Lf« — 
Sun  Life . - 

.—.Leva) 

_ Level 

. Level 

. Level 

.....Level 

£9,901 

£9,860 

£9.776 

£9.905 

£9.731 

£10.976 

£10589 

£10.844 

£10524 

£10.775 

£12.444 

E12J295 

£12^48 

£12,027 

£12,198 

SINGLE  LIFE 

Female: 

Age  60 

Age  65 

Age  70 

—.Level 

£9,207 

£10,009 

£11,188 

. Level 

£9.204 

£9.956 

£11.055 

Sun  Life _ 

.-.-Level 

£8,990 

£9,732 

£10^24 

—Level 

£8,907 

£9.691 

£10,837 

Equitable  Lt _ 

— Level 

£8971 

£9.658 

£10.617 

JOINT  LIFE.  2/3  WIDOWS 

Male: 

Age  60 

Age  65 

Age  JO 

(level  annuity) 

Female; 

Age  55 

Age  60 

Ageffi 

Canada  Life ... 

_ Level 

£8.785 

£9.398 

£10^70 

Potdential . 

. Level 

£8,768 

£9,357 

£10,184 

Sun  Life . . 

_ Level 

£8.612 

£9.189 

£10,009 

Equitable  Lf— 

-...Level 

£8,660 

£9,186 

£  9,908 

Gen  Accident- 

— Level 

£8517 

£9,129 

£9,996 

1  Maximum  purchase  £100,000. 

:  Armey  Dtmcl  (OtTl  STB 


rates  tor  smokers. 


Statistics  compiled  by  Jackie  Stradling 


ANNUAL  INCOME 
Rales  as  at  January  2. 1997 


Investment  (£)  Company 


Standard 
Rate  (%) 


1  Year 


2  Years 


3  Years 


4  Years 


5  Years 


5,000 

Financiaf  Assur 

5.30 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

5.50 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

5.70 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

5.80 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.15 

3.000 

ITT  Lond  &  Ed 

6.20 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.50 

3,000 

FTT  Lond  &  Ed 

6.30 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

6.35 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.85 

3,000 

rTT  Lond  &  Ed 

6.35 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

6.45 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

6.55 

50.000 

Premium  Life 

6.60 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.90 

3,000 

ITT  Lond  &  Ed 

6.70 

FIXED  RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

% 

Gross 

yield 

Minimum 
Issue  purchase 
price  amount 

Birmingham  Midshires  9375% 

102.06 

9.177 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford  8  Bingley 

11.625% 

124.47 

9339 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford  &  Bingley 

13.000% 

139.92 

9391 

10030 

10,000 

Bristol  &  West 

13.375% 

143.28 

9335 

100.34 

1,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

139.46 

9322 

100.42 

1,000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

131.83 

9.171 

100.75 

1,000 

First  National 

11.750% 

123.46 

9.517 

10035 

10,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

97.60 

8.9® 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

131.75 

8.834 

100.28 

50.000 

Leeds  &  Holbeck 

13375% 

145.43 

9.197 

10033 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

113.82 

9.033 

100.32 

1.000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

138.84 

9.093 

100.45 

1,000 

Northern  Rock 

12.625% 

140.07 

9.013 

100.14 

1.000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

139.84 

9307 

100.48 

1,000 

Lender 


Interest 
rale  % 


Notes 


Bufldmg  Societies 
Brim  Midshires 
01344  394000 
Bristol  S  West 
0800  608088 
Nationwide 
0800  302010 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01734  510100 
Midland 
0800  494999 


3.24  £15k-100k 
155  £15k+ 

3.09  to  £500k 


95 


90 


75 


4%  disc  31 .8.97 
2%  disc  28.238 
Fixed  1.95%  to 
1.1057 
Disc  Of  3.9% 
for  12  months 


124  £20-1 45k 
3.99  £100k+ 


95 


80 


625  disc  for  6 
mths  then  3% 
3.00%  discount 
for  12  months 


FLOATING  RATE 


Gross 

coupon 


Buying 

price 


Issue 

price 


Minimum 

purchase 


Cheshire  (28/09-27/03)8.41563% 
First  Nat (20/09-20/03)  8.48750% 


109.00 

101.63 


100.00 

100.00 


1,000 

1,000 


PtBS  *-  Permanent  Interest -bearing  shares 
Source:  AMRO  Hoara  Govett  —  0171  601  0101 


Scurca:  Cham  beriarii  de  Broe  01 71 434  4222.  Net  rates.  Income  and  capital  guaranteed. 
Baity  surrender.  Terms  wary.  Monthly  income  may  be  avaiabte. 


'  v  V* 


SHARE  IN  FOCUS -LANICA  TRUST: 
HOPES  OF  A  REVERSE  TAKEOVER 


Fen  '  tea  '  tfr  '  May  1  Jun  Jul  '  Anq  '  Sep~r  Da  Nor  '  Ope 


Lender 

Interest 
rate  % 

Loan 

size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

Building  Societies 

Scartxxo 

035 

£30-1 00k 

95 

6-99%  dis  6m  2% 

0800  590547 

ai — i p  nif 

n  rn 

npA  4  »v\i. 

dis  6m  03%  12m 

iVi>  ry  -n-  H 

Cooney  &  District 
01257279373 

0.50 

EoO-iZQK 

60 

6%  disc  5  month 

Mansfield 

039 

£75- 125k 

-  90 

6.39%  (fisc  6m  th 

01246  202055 


2%  disc-6  mths 
1%dw>l2mths 


Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01734  510100 
Midland 
0800  494999 


1.25  £2Q-14Sk 
4.15  £50-1 00k 


95 


625%dsc-6  mth 
3%  dsc-6  mth 
95  3%  disc  12  mths 


'•  K  V  •'  A '  •'  -S  % 


.  .. — ■ 

t-. 

%  -i  ■/  ~!  -j 


Btd  Oiler 


M4)r  Y1d 


•i-  A. 


\£GON  LI  Ft  .INSURANCE 
Ldioburcfa  Park.  Edbiburgh.  EHI24SE 
OLilWWI 

52JTO  *s**i  -z.ro 

TOOK)  74760  -  1J0  . 

407.5 0  4JIJ0  -  0J0  . 

,*jlja1  3MZ1W  -  Z»J  . 
17030  JXhJO  -020  .. 
42i.ro  -  ... 


&Hjn,-»d 
rik  Eouiry 
Fropmv 
rui-d  Interesl 

M,.nrv 

Inii-rnailLiiji 


ABBEY  ure 

HoIdknJnir*  Rood.  Bournr»oo(b 
BHSS-XL 


01302  29ZT73 
custodian  S4 


ITOjT  job  a? 


tihical  Sj 

lo-ari 

171  ** 

•  .vio 

Japan 

J02.TO 

Jll.®  -  3j»  .. 

Eagh.-i.MUJ  Lhj 

JfaiSO 

.us.® 

-  1  70 

Inii-maDonair-l 

214*1 

22f.7>’ 

-  Oil)  ... 

■Jonh  aiivau 

Jll  no 

222j»  -  3X0  ... 

Pr  ii-cltd  Grh  M 

12*  JO 

l>\on 

..  0 

IroeTTultonal 

♦07.10 

A2AMJ  -  a  10  . 

FRIENDS'  PROVIDENT 

Aslan  PaciDc 

201X0 

211  -m 

•  IJ1  .  . 

European 

WIJO 

MM  BU  *  1X0  ... 

Cxsdr  Salistw^ 

wamSPlJSH 

Eaiinpuii  VI 

.Ml  ID 

22S.-W 

-  oun 

FarLul 

153.® 

161X0  .  ... 

01722  4LA5fafa 

Prop  Fd  s<n 

.W«l 

I21LTO 

Managed 

J72.TO 

>1110 

-  OTO 

EmuIIVSCFI 

in.ro 

2A|  TO 

•  i'.to  .  . 

CANADA  UFE 

Uh£qiiK> 

52I2G 

S4»70 

-  uro 

M an  V.T  4 

J«5J) 

*21.  to) 

-  5i*l 

2*  Hteh  Sirrri,  Puflen 

Bar.  Hera  EN65BA 

swuidihlp 

tel -id 

•W5  70 

■  140 

CuLl  icT  J 

1'5  10 

.irtwr 

•  a2u  .  . 

017075112: 

Cnenea*  Equity 

W» 

JSiSl 

-  2JU 

Monrs  in  * 

1M  TO 

JJ.'.faT 

-  OJD  .. 

Equity  Growth  l 

2JC1M 

Nonh  Amertam 

1*4*413 

20UAO 

-  4  TO 

Final  Ini  SiT4 

yrisr 

♦2D  OP1 

•  OTO  ... 

Mjnuvc4 

-AIM 

4IMO  *  1  TO 

Pacific  Brow 

173® 

HlAri 

•  ll® 

A.piTtQn  hr  i 

llAIUU 

-  ILK'  ... 

Piopeirs 

MOO 

277.®  •  UO 

European 

.VW  W 

723X0 

-  0-TO 

Hi--h  In-:  Sct  i 

AM  on 

H7H.'TO> 

•  761)  ... 

Glu&Fvl  ini 

mz) 

2SJ®  -  1  TO 

Property 

185® 

ITO-U 

-  OJO 

lr,'j-iM  Ini  ker4 

2.II.TO 

24J.«» 

-  020 

Equity 

♦77.TO 

Wifi)  •  faTO  .  . 

FUed  Inttfni 

iri® 

J**2) 

-  2.TO 

Ja^ir  Seri 

110701 

-  2.TO  .  . 

C-i'h 

2.11. TO 

2-43.  TO  -  cun  . 

index  Lin  Led 

1(7  CO 

ITO.50 

-  0  TO 

CLIfe  EuPi  Myd 

44*  « 

♦720)  -  7J' 

cate 

Ii7  no 

22-1. 10 

-  020 

AU5WY  LIFE 

cute inu  Fd 

1*1  TO 

4m  ID  -  hr*) 

FI'  Life  Attvrancr  a 

.1  Dario  Lane. 

Pollers  Bar  EN4  LAJ 

Monl^-d  Fund 

MJSO 

■Ml  TO  -  I  10 

FUed  imemt 

TO4  « 

o25M 

-  5  TO 

0/707  CHI 

Fnirktis  F unit 

»UP 

•  1U'  . 

.ManapwJ 

•OUMO 

stain 

-  OJO 

Euullv  Fd  ACT 
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723  on  ’01215  -  1.40 

23080  74230  -  ah' 

241  TO  25 CIO  -  1. 10  ... 

Jfro-53  535.70  -  its.'  . 

1 1430  120  TP  -  2JX' 

r.jftv  ra«TO  -1323  ... 
;iU*«t.  IIAUD  -27  TO  . 

J5W.40  347.551  -  a  TO  .  . 

5.7760  53847  -  2  BO  .. 

405x0  40840  -  780  ... 

544-23  56240  -  830  .. 

4J7.SO  4MUO  -  2*0 

*l» jn  33280  -  280  ... 


IRISH  LIFE  ASSURANCE 

Irish  life  Centre.  VnXfria  MrxcL  51  Albaia. 
Hm>  AU  SIT.  W7Z748BI 
ck*al  Vaeiaei-d  tThjp  71431'  .  . 

Giu-ral  Proper**  Ml  10  .*.**r** 

GlUrol  Fixed  ir.l  *»40  oitjo 

CloSalEquay  741. TP  70*70  .  . 

GlofaaIi2r.fi  271.40  243  00 


LALRENT1AN  LIFE 


Bam* 


.  Gku 


OMS2  371371 
Pn-pett> 

Manaeed 

Attiert.-u.-i 

t'K  Emil!>  F«J 

Japan 
index -Ud 
Hlxtt'iehl 
Mnnn 
iniemanc.-uf 
hndencTi  xm*e 
fxipcreal  *cttie 
GrvAir.M: 

c;:i 

Eurupexr 
Far  Ea  .• 


G147RZ 


X4H.II3  576.00 

as:-  40  sam- 

SM70  53730 
501.3  5°UD 
KA.50  17420 
TO  I. TO  211  JO 
inu.  l  on 
4382P  4*6  10 
4I1JO  43*40 

22:  IP  ~J  7u 


0-TO 

fa  40 

■  030 
130 
UP 
I  VO 
1X0 

'  1335" 

■  2  TO 


•f*  TO 
TfhlTO 
•TH  i'j  <G»J) 


I  *0 


;-4i  TO  17730 
22:  10  23430 


'  l  A- 
...» 
’  III 


LEGAL 4  GENERAL  (.'NIT  ASSURANCE 
I  Mootefinr  Rond.  Hate.  Stotts  BNSISL 
01273324000 

134-57  til  Ml 
l«7.TO  TOXTO 

174-TO  |8.‘.  70  -  AK-  ... 

i«MI  742 TO  .  ( 70  . 

;?;-3«3  IP'itl  -040  .. 

32*  10  -  i?  10 

7n2ll*  5X3J4*  -  I-«tl 

1451  77  isaj--  *  I  W 

W*>  *8* Mi  -  y.iJ 

i.Trmi  712711  -  4,31 

l.'q  HI  ]4n5i-  -  ilji 

21730  27-131  .  a*}  . 
332777  Jin  TO  -  2-V  ... 

-ja*>7  i.:i<4i  -  i*o  . 


«vx  LrkJ  In'- 

sir  AC 

Bn* nppt  M: 

-ifcr.ACC 

cash  Iniiai 

-20  ACT 

Lcais  ir.litjl 
-to-  xee 
FBetf  ir.tii r 

4li>4CC 

IflJex-lrU  0:17 
-Cfrxo: 
uul  101. -d 
■At  ATO 


xunjrol  Irtu.ai  si  130  Vji  -a-  -100 


-do-  -VT 
I5.,*7J-.,!I'‘U/ 
-dii  in- 


iTpJS  1C2".7P  -  I  10  . 
27»2T  2»2D  -  0  «7 
4141*7  4.8i «  Iff-  . 


LINCOLN  NATION 41 

TV  Ooavs  MLTO5  Oxford  Road.  tliMdn. 

Aliddx  LBS  ILZ  0DW MOOT 


Equir;  1  n.7» 
fropiri-.  I'-ii* 

Cal  B2  E.i.5  SC 

27id  E quits  At 

2MIU.4K  IK  56 
2nd  Properx  At  25«vl0 
iiui  MlWd  2  ACC  |S7xli  25iXC 


25X1  ?>M 

7741  814* 

r.lJK  .41 5 ,«p 
745  MJ  7*46- 


r*4j30  . 

-  !J® 

-  2(33 

-  l  ie  .. 

•  3  7A  . 

-  PJi 

-  aTu  ... 


Md  Offer 


Wkl*  rw 


-3-  % 


2nd  Euro  roc  1 8240  ibloo  •  CL-TO 

2nd  Japan  AC-  15120  19420  -  1.40 
2nd  Jiu  CrBd  Act  ITOJO  I7BJ0  -  1.10 
2nd  cap  Clh  Acc  IS  1.70  ITO.70 


LONDON  LIFE 
lOOTcanfe  SlreeL  Briatol. 
0117  8*4 7m 

Equity  F 
Fixed  Imerewi 
rropenyi 

neprob  1 
Mired  t 
Indexed  Sind* 
IrncmattoiMl  1 
Equllx  Al 
Filed  In*  A> 

Proper*,  Al 
Deprall  81 
faUied  81 
Indo  S!«K  A* 


BSI8EA 


LLOJ2 
«G.TO 
4TOTO 
JI8.B0 
*83X70 
74020 
1173*7 
75030 
215.  TO 
70160 
187 jon 
227.40 
18760 


1-UemathKUJ  A*  ITO.B0 


Equity  P< 
Fluxllnl  P: 

CtnpetryPi 

Dejnnliri 
MiuaiPl 
ludrx  5*oci  PI 


«» 
TOIJO 
Jn2XD 
«2« 
-i57 
274  70 


International  P  t  372+7 


•  HO 

-  .'.TO 

•  Suo 

-  a« 

•  OJO 

■  i.ro 

-  1.10 

•  (130 

-  130 

•  2HJ 

-  OJO 

•  aio 

-  1  OP 

-  ago 

»  240 

-  -uo 

•  420 

■  (LOO 

-  0-TO  . 

-  1.40 

-  120 


LONDON  *  MANCHESTER 
ASSURANCE 

tAVdade  ParL.  E*e4er  EX5  IDS. 
Jm  rroa  cap  1  ?*«uo 

iJ-vAtr:  I0QB30  .  . 

fropero  Cap :  14  LTD  .  . 

-do-Acc!  248-TO 

Fxd  InlcTCO  Cap :  amp 
ijp-<ur*  .*5400 

EquilyCap!  V-5.TO 
Uq-Ace  I  65800  .  . 

inn-mail  Cap:  il.koO 

•die  ACCl  41530 

CidDrpodiCap:  koto 
ip> acci  Sioo  .  . 

Flo) Me  Cap  I  -*7i  M 
-do-  .we  1  faefaJO 

Moneymaker  Fd  1  5KJ8n 
CapIlaJ  Gnwlil*  214420 


0188220858 

-  3.4T  . 

-  8*0  . 

•  060  ... 

•  IJJ 

-  0.70  .. 

-  080  ... 

-  OSD  ... 

•  aio  .  . 

-  160  ... 

-  aio  ... 

•  OJO  720 

-  r.TO  ... 


MAG 

Vanda  Road.  CMroslord.  Essex  CM1 IFB 
012457 


Amer  Bond  Acc 
Ante*  face  Band 
Mo  smirCtn  Bd 
AuaruasU  Bd 
Cceiunmlily  Bond  JM2H 
Dejwsll  Bond  ACT  -NUJO 


51530  56240 
621-50  652i»J 
».TO  3043k' 
3I.L00  72*.  TP 
407.70 
41040 


B56TO 
:J340 
174  30 


TIP 


f  putty  Bund  xrr  JTui  cp  is*UO 
Ejjrnpvar.  Bd  acc  axo  40  504  50 
Lora'W  Bd  ACT  4II.TO 
I'.lll  Bond  5CC  40530 
Cold  Bund  ACL-  1 65WO 
Hlyh  Yield  Bond  *77.70 
IndexLnkGi  Id  227.10 
Imernailunal  Bd  831.10 
Japan  Bond  act  m.  io 
Japan  5tn  CM  Ac  ITO30 
Mj naked  Bonds  mBAd  IffuxTO 
Prop  BetvJ  ACC  4b*3Q  +TO.V1 
R>x  Bond  AIX  “1.  7U  073.10 
s  tad  Asia  Bd  5CC  *5.5X0  371  to 


-18X0 

-  7  TO 

-  4 JO  ... 

-  n*n 

-  I  TO  ... 

♦  OJO  .  . 

-  S  TO 

•  160  .. 

•  030  .. 


-  7.10 


+r-7u 

a*.iu 

JXLIO 


210  ... 

1.70  .. 
1.40  ... 
6.TO  ... 
130  ... 
1.40  .  . 
C-8J  ... 
3 -TO  ... 
-I4A)  ... 


-  7  JO 


MGM  ASSURANCE 

MGM  Hook.  Hew  . 
BNII2DV  WTOJ204AXI 
UK  Equity 
UK  Equity  xcc 
Special  sin 
Special  Slnxce 
•7.1*111  American 
V  xrorritan  xcr 
PndllL  Kuln 


Rood.  Worthy 


Fch-u  Jntm-u 


Prupery 
Prop.1  try  Act 
DrcoiU 

bmxii  ACT 

Minqfaed 

ttinaued-Wc 


ointataa 

FTrrperi* 

1  -K  Emily 
'.lUEdWtl 
(rtfi-TM  Fcrui 
Alunun-d  Fd 
Inil  Cqulre 
Vain  .xnwiia  n 

Far  EJ3i 

■miLxumwv 


27*5  40 

29|4» 

-  OBO 

41"  40 

-Ml  ^-3 

-  090 

JI5JD 

121 X) 

-  020 

174.TO 

14420 

224  41) 

iXi-W 

-  vro 

-MOJO 

-  ?w 

ML* 

)*»  * 

-  150 

l  sie  io 

S 4*40 

-  i.*o 

laijn 

38*21 

“  120 

CT  4\*  ft) 

4*1 « 

-  140 

I*CE_M1 

loi.ro 

•  IH> 

27*ro 

291X0 

•  L» 

LM-Itl 

ltd-* 

234.ro 

24FJ0 

2TOJ0 

31 4  JO 

♦175.1 

410XU 

-  IJ3 

INVESTORS 

wi  Harec, 
H 

Irwins  Mead 

43UOO 

452«i 

*  .'* 

141.70 

4*1.® 

-  0X0 

(*5J3 

TO20 

4  OJO 

4(1  TO 

454  40 

U?J0 

VtuMJ 

-  040 

UlIJO 

70b  50 

-  140 

Ji!  TO 

275  40 

-  021) 

4UkKl 

♦til  40 

W>nO 

r?J0 

-  O.TO 

■M.JI 

31  *1 

.  00* 

2re  Mnri  3  Irr 

3.'»bi1 

5TOTO  -  020 

3021 

HJB1 

-  005  . 

2r2Vnrt*«7( 

J>;  v 

27318)  -  iljri 

II  11 

32.75 

-  0.1b  ... 

2nd  Dtpna  to 

307  00 

J2XW  •  030 

■2X58 

jhu; 

.  .'.(12 

2nd  Gut  act* 

via 

*57X0  -  2JLa 

2nd  4.537  Alt 

857.TO 

M'iiu  «|  AIO 

3I.F7 

-  ILI2 

jr.i  lr.-.  .313)  ACT 

2«20 

255*40  .  0® 

ll-N 

3)0* 

-  ll£5  . 

2nd  iwa  v\ 

224  77. 

ihito-  .  i  in 

JiH 

»JX3 

r oir  ... 

2nd  For  Eau  to 

4)3  TT 

41-ro  -  070 

V.  ~¥- 

27 

*»W07  .. 

TTCGJntal  scr 

l*;or 

7H.TO  -  1  TO 

XPf 

48  Umdart 
0171 427  GOO 
Managed 
Li.  Equin 
uientas  Eauit, 
Amerlcat 
Far  Law 

Propite, 

Filed  liiierea 

Indexed  till* 

tvyuHli 


NORWICH  UNION  LIFE  INSURANCE 
SOCien  -  Ex  NUAM  Fnrob 
«>  BOX  HR  Nreyrfch  NR41PP 

owntezoa 

I75XED  1845.4.!  -  JM  .. 
4054  TO  43a-It  »  XJB  . 
65820  6BZJ0  •  OTO  ... 
BWxtl  714.717  -  OJO  .  . 
etexn  40Z.M  •  0-51  . . . 
2*1 «  3Jb2D  2.3t 


Maiuyed  Fund 
EquliyFund 
PnjtvrwFd 
Flint  lm  Fd 
Pcpndi  Fund 
tell  Fund 


OLD  MUTUAL 
2  Bartley  Way.  Hi 
01254  78B8S 
Equity  Fund  ACT  RATO 
Fxd  liurrexi  act  273.10 
In  tetiuu  to  nol  Atr  27460 
MHiapUcc  2PJ.70 
PropenyAcc  213  (jO 
Money  Act  J67J0 
Spec  MU  ACT  21QTO 
Japan  Eqnliy  act  I0SJ0 

*4  Amex  ACT  2006U 
PacURACT  146.40 

European  act  ZMso 


Huh  RGXT8XA. 


7TOLKI  ♦  OJQ 
2B8JQ  -  2.40 
2W70  -  1-80 
26830  -  0.10 
225-40  -  0180 

77440  -  a  10 
22230  -  IJD 
m  .10  -  aia 
211.70  -  620 
15430  -  060 
24730  -  SCO 


PEARL  ASSURANCE 
The  Pari  Centre.  Inch  1 
PE26FY  01733470470 
fnv  Prop  DW  14 1  AO  148.80 

prop  ACT  ICron)  3TO.10  3541X0 
inv  Equity  ISO' JO  ISM 50  -  2X0  .. 

toy  Managed  1007X0  lOtXXO  -  370  ... 

Rei  Managed  1 17*30  12*040  -  840  ... 


1X0  ... 


Btr  Frorldmf  Mutual  ixeCmeiuI  Adldenr 


PRUDENTIAL 

HoRwn  Ban.  Laodro  EC1N2NH 
0171 405  92Z2 

Managed  «2j.»  43B.70  *!.«.. 


PRUDENTIAL  INDn  iDLUL  UR  FDS 
1  SMn  Sned.  L— den  WIP2AP 
cm  <48323 

«KU0  100170  -  220  ... 
1*8330  20TOX5I  -  2TO 
732-10  77060  -  L40  ... 
fa3«J0  67300  -  2TO 
49760  324XTO  -  LAI  ... 
-563A0  416-30  •  OJO  ... 
364*0  3S3JO  -  1.60  ... 
3WJ0  37830  -  7A0  ... 
tSOJD  36870  -  I  JO  ... 
IW.W  141)60  -  OJO  ... 
203*0  214.40  -  080  . 


3278 
MonasTd  Fond 
Equlry  Fund 
tell  Fond 
Fixed  iruetm 
Property  Fund 
Cate  Fund 
Pacific  Bum 
*  American  Fd 
turn  Fund 
Baton  red  FUod 
STTUvglc  Fund 


ROVAL  HERITAGE  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
Paeibenoonh  Builnryi  park.  Pxterborwieh 
PE28G&  OT733  380000 

MnhCrauMSH  TOBJo  . 

sn.ro  sjrido  . 

523.60  651TO  -  1.70  ... 
1247  TO  ] 311X0  -  560  .  . 
670.80  706-20  -  TOO  ... 
05880  ICO* JO  -  5,70  ... 
424TO  847  JD  •  a  40  . . 
»l  10  201.10  -11.10  ... 
3trt7B  -680  . . 

TO  JO  TO.TO  . 

4W.70  46020  *I2A0  ... 
123*0  130X0  -  0.60  ... 
8830  WTO  »  1X0  ... 
336  (o  35270 
336 JO  *5880  -22TO  ... 
537 JO  565J0  *1230 
56*30  568.40 


-d»-  ACC 
op  Prop 
Op  Equity 
Op  HI**  yield 
OpUaitapM 
OpDepoUl 
Japan  Smlr 
Managed  Oh 
Gil* 

British 
Global  Bond 
Gold  snare 
Opcton  Dril 
Japan 

k’K  Smir  cos 

MngdGixrwUi 


8.60 


ROYAL  LIFE  INSURANCE 
Nco  FUB  Place.  Liverpool  LM3H5 
UN  238  .TOW 
Soyaj  uie  L'nk  Linked 

ManxjKd  Fund  456 TO  4B.I.TO  -160  ... 

-  -  676.40  7IS.10  -  240  . . . 

350.TO  M»JO  •  RID  .. . 
546J0  574  TO  -  4X0  . 
27530  2K.TO  .  -.  LOO  ... 
JWJTO  J66JC  -  7 Jo  ... 
4J8TO  440. TO  -  3.60  ... 


Equity  Fund 
Pi  wo  iy  Fund 
Lroem  atonal 

Pacttlc  Basin 
Untied  Beam 
GlhFund 


SAVE  ft  PROSPER 
1622  Wntcra  Road.  noMferd.  Com 
RMf  JL8.  P 1705  786668 
BcJ  inr  Fond  8fao  sjjo  -  (UD  2_w 

Deposit  Fund  (2)  4IAU0  41560  •  OTO  faJS 

Ult*  Fund  .UTO*0  625X0  -  4-TO  842 

Gtotial  Equity  Fd  2AJV  ZH5J0  -  1X0  ... 

ProecTTT  Fund  1461  121  JO  1 22- TO 
AG  Rand  Fund  157-70  161*0 


OJO 


SCOTTISH  AMICABLE 
BO  Si  Vaecat  Street.  Gkftow 
0141 2«  2123 


Equity 
Hxed  Inlays! 
IndesUnkeB 
inienudaaU 
fToocnr 
Cash 
AUIUlffd 
CapGwcdBd 
■KNuieguaid 
IDOL  5at7|punl 


74£W  732.10 
ill  W  412.70 


71430  ZZ03* 
484.70  525X0 


322*0  336  JO 
244*0  267-60 


BOJ1  57a JL* 
14430  1020 


87.70 

6630 


-  aw 

-  4  JO 

-  I  JO 

-  aw 

•  (LV* 

•  (UO 

-  i.ro 

-  r-TO 

-  aro 

•  aio 


SCOTTISH  EQUITABLE 

ZS  $i  Andre*  Square.  Edinliurek  EH2IYF 

0lh5H4m 


Sam.  London  ECXPAHli 

Cash 

India  Linked 

IWJW  TO?  450 
1*2.  ID  101® 

•  (UU 
-  OIU 

r-WJO 

1,10X1 

-  n«i  . 

Fixed  imrim 
Mixed 

20b.  )n 
Horn 

2l7tel 

127.10 

-  IXO 

•  zee 

HHJO 

KUkfaO 

•  240  ... 

UK  Equin 

XKOO 

32420 

-  i-.ro 

327  731 

553  TO 

-  3.7D  ... 

Irucmoilnail 

2B9JJ 

JO*  A) 

-  Mt> 

507  tfl 

5J4JO 

-lllXO  ... 

ADtittm 

348  *0 

3*7JPJ 

-lhj] 

VilJkl 

59)40 

-  7.10  . 

Japan 

l«7  6T 

20790 

-  2JD 

i»iOP 

244-37 

*  I uu  ... 

European 

««.ro 

34720 

-  4  .TO 

477® 

4X100 

-  1TO 

Pact  lie 

3*5  (VI 

1*420 

.  *70 

25X«0 

260.70 

-  1.10  .  . 

TCTtmnhn) 

ABlB 

3*4.ro 

-ii.ro 

235*0 

24»  XT 

-  WO  ... 

Frpn  Bd/Crrcy 

237.50 

SC3i 

-  2» 

SCOTTISH  LIFE  INVESTMENTS 

16  SI  Andrew  Sfn,  Eftiira  EH 2  IVE 

0U122SZHI 

xzta  m 40  *  aw  ... 
454.TO  478 TO  -  OTO  ... 
317-TO  334  JO  -  850 
MJ.A1  -iBO... 

STO-TO  biaan  *  2X0  . . . 
BNIU  .175X0  -  020 
2fo.li]  2*2-0  -  1.70  .  . 


VnXKTTt 

Ua  Equity 
Amman 
P*lfk- 

European 
ijtonu  Mpd 
Hied  Interest 


Lender 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan  Max 
size  % 


Notes 


Building  Societies 

Bristol  &  West 

0800  608088 

Coventry 

0800126125 

Lambeth 

0171  928  1331 


1S5 

£15k+ 

95 

5.04%  disc  6  ninth  , . 
then  1%  disc-6mth 

5.T1 

to  £1 25k 

95 

2.14%  disc  12  mfh 

3.99 

£16-1 50k 

95 

’  3^5%  disc  for  12 
months.  >  - 

1 

Banks 

BankofireJand 
01734  510100 
TSB  Bank 
0500  758000 


1.24  £20-1 45k  95 


3.51 


£15k+  95 


6.25%  disc  6  mths 
3%  disc  6  mths 
3.74%  disc  for  12 
months. 


Lxget  lenders,  loans  and  fkst-ane  buyers  tabtaz  by  Stay  s  Guules  UC  lOl 753 8904321 


PEPGUIDE 


TRACK 
DOWN 
YOUR  PEP 


Save  £5  on  the  1997  PEPGUIDE 

by  ordering  yours  today  *1  the  special 
pte-publkatiort  price  of  £7.95  Ihdl  pike 
£12-95),  refiuidsnlc  if  you  take  oat  j  PEP 
through  Chase  de  Verc.  Alore  than  1^00 
.  PEPs  are  aaalvsed  in  detail  -  includes 
latest  PEP  Perionnanoe  Charts. 


CALL  NOW  FOR  YClP  PEFGUICE 


0800  526  092 


CHASEfDEVERE 


-protsnrevre  nr  - 
•MUUUTO  Or  rw  iosohu  MitsiMDir  xuihoo**’ 


Bid  OBcr 


Wkly  YM 

•/-  « 


Indea  United  2I7-TO  226 CO  -  IJU  .. 

Deprnll  21 1.60  223.10  *  020  . . 

Managed  348TO  362.70  -  OJO  - 

worldwide  I38S0  MI.J0  -  a40  .. 

PnWorldwMr  I45J0  153X0  -OJO.. 


SCOTTISH  MUTUAL  ASSURANCE 
J»  Si  Varan  Sixrt  Clasp*-  C25HN 
0141 248  6321 
Fta  Fund  1*9 
Safety  Fund 

CrowtliTtond 
Opportunity  Fd 
Quit  Fund 
European  Fund 
GIBs  AFYd  Inc 
Index-Linked  Fd 


XtSJD  206120  . 

2*6X0  284.10  -  ilO  ... 
2J6J0  264X0  ♦  0-50  ... 
278.60  SUO  *  aiO  ... 
188X0  I642D  »  0.10  , . . 
■00X0  45350  -  OJO  . . . 
■MUD  2*2X0  -  2JD  ... 

-  166X0  206.70  -  060  ... 

imenudonAl  Fd  JMxxI  jiijo  -  2.40  ... 
ITOflh American  305.70  321X0  -6*0  ... 

Property  Fond  131X0  13050  -  1X0  ... 
l*K  Equity  311x0  320l»  ♦110... 
UK  Smaller  K1X0  330X0  *840... 
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^  Qur  Economics  Editor  begins  a  four-part  series  on  the  economy 


Winston  ChurchDl  set  up  Britain's 
statistical  service  in  M4l,recog- : 
using.  in  the  dark  days  of  ttfe. 
Second  World  W^r.  that  accurate-'  rreuJ- 
-  ingS'of  the  economy  vmv.ntxdedji  he ; 
was  to  harness  its  full  power  fpr  the  war 
effort-The  strategic  importance  oftbos 
initiative  meant  that  the  nixthber  cruncb- 
cts  were  set  to  work  in  the  War  Cabinet 
building  in  Horseguards  Road.  Today, 
the  grandly  tided.  Office  for  National 
Statistics  (ONS),  as  well  as  the  Bank  of 
England,,  publishes  an  impressive'  array  . 

of  figures.  Below  is  a  guide  ft>  some,  of  the 
■  main  statistics  which  are  toe.  cornerstone 
of  key  economic  policy  iterfoimM 

I  INFLATION:  This  is  particulariy 
important  since  the  Govermnent  intro-  - 
duced  an  inflation  target  asa  new  policy 
anchor  in  the  chaos,  after  stinting  left 
..  Europe's  ■  exchange-rate  mechanism, 
v  There  are  two  widely  used  measures  of 
inflation.  The  retaO  {Mices  index,  com¬ 
monly  called  headline  infiation, is  used  to 

uprate  pensions  and  many  social  security 
benefits  and  is  also  a  guide  to  wage 
negotiators  around  Britain.  The  RPf 
measures  the  price  Of  a  basket  of  goods 
compiled  by  people  who  every  month 
tour  shops  and  supermarkets  and  scour 
trade  publications  for  changes  of  juices, 
for.  say,  holidays  or  insurance  policies. 
The  second  inflation  measure  is  the  RPI 
excluding  mortgage  interest  payments  or 
RPDC  This  is  called  underlying  or  core 
inflation  and  the  Government  aims  to  get 
It  to  25  per  coit  or  less.  ’•  -  " 

■  PRODUCER  PRICES:  These  include 
input  prices  which  are  the  (tost  to  British 
companies  of  raw  materials  and  parts, 
many  of  them  imported  from  abroad, 
and  output  prices.  The  fatter  are  often  cal¬ 
led  factory  gate  prices  and  are  the  prices 
of  finished  goods,  Producer  prices  . are  a 
useful  guide  to  future  price  trends  on  Bri- 
\  tain's  high  streets.  As  a  rulev  lower  input 
4  prices  will  allow  firms- to  sell  finished 
_  manufactures  mare  cheaply,  in  turn  giv¬ 
ing  retailers  the  option  of  passing  on 
-  bargains  to  their  customers.-. 

■  INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION: 
These  figures  give  a  monthly  snapshot  of 
what  Britain's  industrial — as  opposetoto 
services  —  sector,  produces.  The  ON$:_ 
publishes  figures  for  manufacturing  oat  ^ 
Z  put  and  iiMli»lrialproductiOTasa^wdi^e^ 

;  •  The  latter  indudes 

i  Sea  oil  and  gas'secfl&nmJd^ffis^weS^^ 
"  the  butoat  p^the; pi^p^^jt^ties-r  Wfiei 
electricity  and  water.  -  ;  ■. 

'  ■  GROSS  DOMESTICPRODUCnr 
__  GDP  is  an  overafl  measure  of  growto.  toe 


Go  away. 


BBC 


Winston  Churchill  saw  the  need  for  accurate  statistics  to  plan  the  war  effort 


.  single -  most  important  indication  of 
Britain’s  economic  performance.  Some 
other  countries  use  GNP  or  gross 
national  product  whi<h  adds  the  returns 
-from  British  investment  abroad  to  GDP. 

.It  is  difficnltio  measure  the  size  of  tile 
economy  accurately.  GDP  figures  pub- 
►  fished  every  month  effectively  average 
'  out  the  three  main  ways  of  doing  it 
measuring  the  output  rtf  goods  and 
services  produced,  measuring  toe  total 
■  income  from  all  this  production  and 
measuring  spending  on  the  goods  and 
services.  GDP  takes  iiito  account  cvery- 
toing  from,  toe  output  of  industry  and 

-  services,  agriculture  and  construction  to 
;  exports,  stocks  held  byBrifisK  companies 
'and.  investment  Also  totted  up  are 

consumer  spending,  incomes  and  gov¬ 
ernment  contribution  to  the  economy.  < 

■  BALANCE  OF  PAYMENTS:  This 
measures  oar  viable  and  invisible  trad¬ 
ing  account  with  the  Test  of  the  world. 
..Visible  trade  includes  imports  and  ex¬ 
ports  of  manufactured  goods,  fuels,  food 

-  and  raw  materials.  These  figures  used  to 
be  compiled  from  customs  reports  on 
goods  entering  or  leaving  toe  country. 
But.  in. \992.  internal  EU  frontiers  were 

ttosmantictf ..  and  .  Britain  adopted  toe 
:Eurapeair  Intradat  system” that  collects 
trade  daia  direct  from  companies.  - 
;  Invisible  trade  includes  services  such 
as  taxfitirig  and  insurance  as  well  as  toe 
interest,  profits  arid  dividends  earned  by 
.  British' firms  overseas  and  foreign  firms 
<  -^^Mf-hurateiasm-Britain.  It  also  includes 
k  ffiggjfB  Britain's  contribu- 

budget  The  combination 
^cfc^^iiictwijnaaile  trade  makes  up 
TaKjHCurmTt  account  of  the  balance  of 
a^g^^^ffr-recont  years,  Britain  has 
'lypirafly  run  a  deficit  cm  viaUe  trade  but 
-a  surplus  on  invisibles. 


■  PSBR:  This  stands  for  the  public 
sector  borrowing  requirement,  a  rather 
ugly  term  which  measures  the  health  or 
otherwise  of  Britain's  public  finances. 
The  PSBR  s  die  difference  between  two 
huge  amounts  —  public  spending  and 
public  revenue.  A  negative  PSBR  in  a 
particular  month  means  a  repayment  of 
borrowing.  ’ 

The  PSBR  comes  in  for  a  lot  of 
criticism  partly  because  it  counts  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  privatisations  such  as  the  sale 
of  British  Gas  or,  more  recently.  Ministry 
of  Defence  married  quarters,  as  negative 
spending.  This  wheeze  is  not  strictly 
allowed  in  toe  Maastricht  treaty's  defini¬ 
tion  of  a  government  budget  defiat 

■  MONEY  SUPPLY:  This  was  (and  re¬ 
mains)  the  key  economic  statistic  for 
monetarists  who  believe  that  the  rate  of 
growth  of  toe  stock  of  money  more  or  less 
directly  determines  the  rate  of  inflation. 
In  die  1980s,  when  monetarism  dominat¬ 
ed  the  economic  debate,  there  was  a 
Spaghetti  Junction  of  money  supply 
measures  called  MO,  ML  LM3.  M4  and 
M5l  Targeting  one  or  the  other  went  in 
and  out  of  fashion  as  the  Government 
attempted  to  control  inflation. 

Nowadays,  the  Government  no  longer 
sets  targets  for  money  supply,  whose 
relationship  with  inflation  is  now 
deemed  too  uncertain.  Instead  it  sets 
monitoring  ranges  for  MO  or  narrow 
money  and  M4,  also  called  broad  money. 
MO  measures  notes  and  coins  in  circula¬ 
tion  in  toe  economy  and  notes  and  coins 
held  in  banks.  M4  indudes  such  items  as 
toe  PSBR.  purchases  of  public  sector  debt 
such  as  government  bonds  and  Treasury 
bills  by  the  private  sector  and  bank  and 
building  sodety  lending. 

Janet  Bush 


Take  a  look  at  your  PEP.  How 
much  do  you  invest  at  home,  on 
the  UK  stodunarket? 

Most  of  it?  All  of  it?  Now  ask  your¬ 
self  whether  this  makes  sense. 

Of  course  you  can  reduce  the  risk 
of  investing  too  much  in  (me  country. 
Simply  by  diversifying  some  of  your 
investments  away  from  home  -  in 
overseas  markets. 

That’s  what  mates  our  Global  Growth 


So,  if  you’re  looking  for  a  tax-free  break. 


PEP  Fond  different.  It  invests  in  over  t  why  not  go  abroad.  With  Martin  Currie. 


100  companies  in  some  20  countries. 


Talk  to  your  independent  financial 


And  it  has  enjoyed  growth  of  245%*  adviser.  Alternatively,  complete  the  coupon 
since  its  launch  two  years  ago.  That  or  call  us  cm  0500  61  62  65.  Well  send 
makes  it  one  of  the  leading  funds  in  you  details  of  how  you  can  broaden 


the  international  growth  sector. 


your  investment  horizons  -  tax  free. 


Find  out  more  today. 


Please  complete  and  return  this  coupon  to  Martin  Currie  Unit  Trusts  Ltd.  FREEPOST  Ounoon. 
Argyll  RA23  7UZ.  Please  send  me  further  information  and  an  application  form  lor  the  Martin  Currie 
Global  Growth  PEP  Fund. 


MARTI  N  -  CURRI  E 


KaBMNO  TtEASE  REMEMBER  THAT  MST  rOBVKMVNCT  6  VUT  KECESSARILV  A  OTIC  TU  It  IE  FUTURE.  XTPKET  VV>  CURRENCY  MOVEMENTS  HIV  C.VSE  THE  VALUE  OF  UNITS  «H  THE  INCOME 
FROM  THEM.  TU  FALL  AS  KELL  AS  RISE  AMI  HB I  MAY  CET  HACK  LESS  THW  TU’  KVESTEB  WHEN  YW  l*ECE€  TV.  SELL  VX*  USTTS  SMILLER  MARhETS  CAN  DE  NHRI  VULVTHE  THAN  ICVUlfEK 
MARKETS  AMI  CUWT  MURE  R&K.  A  1HWC  TERM  .UTWMCH  TU  NYEjTINi;  K  THESE  MlkKETS  IS  AIRTSkl..  T.V\  RELIEFS  Cfi  PEIS  ARE  NUT  GUARANTEE!'  AM'  MAY  RE  CKWCHr.  THEIR  VALUE  WILL 

OEKSU  UPON  NMI*HaLCIH£UMST.VNCES 

Martin  Currie  Unit  Trusts  Ltd.  Saltire  Court.  20  Castle  Ttrraee.  Edinburgh  EH1  2ES.  Regulated  by  IMRO  and  the  Persona]  Investment  Authority. 

•  Sourer  Micropal.  Buv  To  sell  ha sis  with  net  income  re-mvesreJ  I7H  1-^4  -  l/UIKl  In  stnimfi. 


WITH  SO  MANY  PEPS 
TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 


One 


AREN’T  YOU  REALLY  I1CW  1SSUC 


CONFUSED? 


PEPs.  PB°s.  And.  more  PEPSi 
Where  do  you  start? 

At  the  Woolwich,  we  are:  always  looking  for  ways  to  help  you 
make  the  most  of  your  money. 

Our  friendly  advisers  will  happHy  discuss  with  you  our  three  PEP 
options  and.which  one  most  suits  your  needs. 

Our  Corporate  Bond  PEP  offers  you  the  best  of  both  worlds,  a 
low  risk  investment  with  a  higher  return  than  deposit- based 
savings,  combined  with  an  income  option.  The  UK  Stockmarket 
Fund  PEP  has  excellent  past  performance  - 103%*  growth  since 
launch.  Whilst  our  International  Managed  Rind  PEP  is  an  ideal 
choice  ff  you  want  a  wider  investment  spread. 

Whichever  you  choose,  all  returns  will,  of  course,  be 

.  completely  ig&fiee.. 

So  visit  any  Woolwich  branch,  and  we’ll  be  happy  to  give  you 
further  details.  Alternatively,  send  off  the  coupon  today  or  call 
us  free  on  0800  22  22  00  quoting  ref:  TGP4/1.  For  your 
security,  telephone  conversations  may  be  recorded. 
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If  you’re  thinking  about  investing,  you 
should  invest  some  of  your  time  reading  the 
latest  issue  of  the  Mercury  Investor’s  Guide. 
This  free,  50-page  publication  includes 
several  thought-provoking  articles  by 
leading  independent  financial 
journalists. 

In  the  latest  issue  you’ll  find  a 
chart  to  help  you  decide  what 
your  financial  priorities  should  be.  It  also 
gives  concise  information  on  Mercury  Asset 
Management's  extensive  investment  range. 

For  your  free  copy  and  details  of  the 
2%  PEP  discount  off,  please  call  us  now,  or 
return  the  coupon. 


^  Freephone  0800  0800  11 

To:  Mercury  Investment  Services  Ltd,  FREEPOST  KE4930, 
London  EC4B  4DQ.  Please  send  me  my  FREE  copy  ol 
Tbe  Mercury  Investor's  Guide. 

fetTMGB  02/97 

Surname _ _ 

First  name _ Title _ 

Address 


Postcode 


MERCURY 

A  S  S  E  T  M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T 


BRITAIN’S  LEADING  INVESTMENT  HOUSE 


The  value  ol  investments  may  fluctuate  and  Is  not  guaranteed.  ■  2%  discount  on  die  buying  price  d  units  bi  the  Fund  on  divestments  of  £1.000  ur  more  In  the  Mercury 
1936/7  PEP  m  tailed  by  Mercury  frnwtmenf  Services  lZ&  33  King  Wl fflam  Street  London  EC4R  9a£  which  is  nguhlod  by  fhe  Personal  Investment  Authority  and 
^presents  only  the  Marury  Marketing  Grcuipaad  Its  packaged  products  which  Include  nnrt  hosts.  PEPs  and  pensions,  ■  For  your  protection,  calls  are  usually  recorded. 
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SELLING  YOUR  COMPANY 
IS  YOUR  MOST 
IMPORTANT  DEAL  . . . 

.  Use  us  to  introduce  the  cash  buyer  you 
want.  We  are  confidential,  sfa  regulated 
and  successful.  During  1994/95  we  sold  21 
companies  in  24  months  -  on  average  this  is 
a  £4M  deal  every  5  weeks. 

Contact  our  Managing  Director  if  your 
annual  profits  exceed  £300,000.  We  do  not 
charge  fees  to  potential  vendors  -  so  use  us. 
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Regulated  to  sell  private  companies 
by  The  Securities  and  Futures  Authority. 
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Francome’s  appeal  built  on  knowledge,  communication  and  humour 

Channel  4  wins  vote  of  confidence 


Richard  Evans  on  a 

_ P°h  whose  findings 

_  question  the  BBCs 
coverage  of  racing 

Three  out  of  four  arm¬ 
chair  viewers  prefer  the 
raring  coverage  provid¬ 
ed  by  Channel  4  to  that  of  BBC 
television  —  and  John 
Francome,  the  former  champi¬ 
on  jumps  jockey,  is  by  far  the 
most  popular  presenter. 

The  low  esteem  in  which  the 
BBC  coverage  is  held  by 
dedicated  racing  supporters 
follows  the  disclosure  in  The 
Times  last  month  concerning 
the  groundswell  of  discontent 
among  racecourses  where  the 
corporation's  cameras,  oper¬ 
ate. 

The  concern  of  racecourses 
—  including  Ascot,  Gtwd- 
wood,  Newbury  and  Haydoek 
—  led  The  Sporting  Ufc  to 
conduct  a  telephone  poJI  of 
readers  which  showed  a  76-24 
per  cent  bras  in  favour  of 
Channel  4.  Today,  the  results 
of  a  far  more  detailed  postal 
survey  among  the  newspa¬ 
per’s  readers  not  only  con- 


R1CHARD  EVANS 


Nap:  CHARMING  GALE 
(3.05  Musselburgh) 

Next  best-  Shining  Edge 
(2.05  Musselburgh) 
ichard  Evans  found  a  good-priced 
ip  at  Southwell  tesletdati  with 
omino  Flyer  fo-U 


firms  that  split,  but  also  high¬ 
lights  viewers'  likes  and  dis¬ 
likes  about  television  racing 
personalities. 

Of  the  *374  respondents  —  a 
particularly  high  return  —  76.5 
per  cent,  said  they  preferred 
Channel  4,  while  20  per  cent 
voted  for  the  BBC  and  23  per 
cent  indicated  no  preference. 

If  that  was  not  sufficiently 
bad  news  for  the  BBC  the 
breakdown  of  votes  for  pre¬ 
senters  underlines  the  dissatis¬ 
faction  among  viewers. 
Readers  were  asked  to  rate  19 
presenters  and  commentators 
used  by  Channel  4  and  BBC 
on  a  scale  of  nought  to  nine. 
The  bottom  four  slots  are  filled 
by  BBC  men.  while  Julian 
Wilson,  the  BBC's  anchor¬ 
man.  languishes  in  joint  thir¬ 
teenth. 

Again,  those  views  echo  the 
complaints  of  racecourses 
covered  by  the  BBC,  who  were 
Itighly  critical  of  Peter 
Scuadmore  and  Jimmy  Lind- 
iev,  and  said  Wilson's  sombre 
manner  was  not  viewer- 
friendly. 

Only  three  BBC  people  fin¬ 
ished  in  the  '  top  ten: 
J.  A.  McGrath,  the  outstand¬ 
ing  Australian-born  commen¬ 
tator  who  is  widely  expected  to 
succeed  Peter  O'Sullevan 
when  he  retires  later  this  year. 


Francome  (left),  from  the  Channel  4  team,  topped  the  readers'  pott.  while  Wilson,  BBCs  anchorman,  was  only  thirteenth 


came  joint  third.  O'Sullevan  is 
in  sixth  place  and  recorded 
more  maximum  votes  of  nine 
than  everyone  except 
Francome,  which  arguably 
still  makes  him  the  BBCs 
trump  card.  Jonathan  Powell 
finished  in  ninth. 

Francome's  appeal  is  his 


and  controversial  style.  Al¬ 
though  he  finished  joint  thir¬ 
teenth  with  fellow  Old 
Harrovian  Wilson.  236  read¬ 
ers  scored  him  at  eight  or  nine, 
but  147  readers  gave  him  no 
points  —  the  worst  record  of 
all. 

The  reasons  given  for  Chan- 


'McCririck  was,  not  surprisingly, 
either  much  liked  or  disliked’ 


widespread  knowledge  of  rac¬ 
ing.  an  effortless  style  of 
communicating  to  viewers 
and  a  humorous  light  touch. 
His  runaway  success  in  the 
readers'  survey  came  after  he 
scored  a  maximum  nine  with 
343  of  the  974  voters.  A  further 
242  people  gave  him  eight, 
while  147  allocated  him  seven. 
Only  eight  people  rated  him  at 
nought. 

John  McCririck.  Channel 
4's  larger-than-life  betting  ring 
pundit,  was  either  much  liked 
or  disliked,  which  is  hardly- 
surprising  given  his  colourful 


ne!  4’s  appeal  were  wide  and 
uninterrupted  coverage,  pre- 
and  post-race  information,  in¬ 
teresting  content  “with  excite¬ 
ment  and  humour"  well- 
informed  professionalism  and 
Francome.  Criticism  concen¬ 
trated  on  McCririck,  too  many 
presenters  and  poor  commen¬ 
taries,  commercial  breaks, 
trivial  charter  or  behaviour 
and  Derek  Thompson. 

The  plus  points  for  the  BBC 
were  its  professional,  dignified 
and  ungimmicky  approach, 
CSullevan's  informative  and 
clear  commentary,  J.  A. 


McGrath  and  camera  work. 
The  least  liked  aspects  were 
limited  and  rushed  pre-race 
and  post-race  information,  in¬ 
terruptions  for  other  sports, 
the  commentators'  personal¬ 
ities  and  habits,  and  “stuffy 
and  boring  presentation" 

Andrew  Franklin,  ^producer 
of  Channel  4  Raring,  was 
understandably  thrilled  by  the 
outcome  of  the  questionnaire, 
“ft  amounts  to  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  vote  of  confidence  —  more 
than  we  could  ever  have  hoped 
for  —  and  is  vindication  that 
we  have  put  the  massive 
amount  of  air  time  devoted  to 
the  sport  to  the  best  possible 
use."  he  said  yesterday. 

Jonathan  Martin,  head  of 
BBC  Sport,  was  unavailable 
for  comment  last  night- 
111  Lord  Kimball,  who  was 
chairman  of  the  British  Grey¬ 
hound  Racing  Fund,  from  its 
inception  in  1993  to  March  last 
year,  is  also  on  the  shortlist  of 
candidates  for  the  Tote  chair¬ 
manship.  He  helped  to  raise 
£2.5  million  from  the  book¬ 
makers  during  his  term  of 
office. 


\  John  Francome  (C4) 
3  AlastaJr  Down  (C4) 
1  '  Simon  Holt  (C4) 

\  JJL  McGrath  (Bdft 
|  Jhn  McGrath  (C4) 

|  Peter  O’Sullevan  (BBC) 
j  Graham  Goode  (C4) 
i  Brough  Scott  (C4) 

I  Jonathan  Powell  (BBC) 
3  Lesley  Graham  (C4) 

j  Lord  OaJcsey  (C4) 
“  Clare  Balding  (BBC) 
John  McCririck  (C4) 
!j  Julian  Wilson  (BBC) 
|  Derek  Thompson  (C4) 
Richard  Pitmen  (BBC) 
|peter  Scudamore  (BBC) 
■j  Jimmy  Undtoy  (BBC) 
j  Graham  Rock  (BBC) 
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RACING  NEXT  WEEK 


MONDAY:  Foftesiore  (lire!  race. 
12  30i,  Southwell  (AW.  1  »5j 
TUESDAY:  Ungfidd  Pwk  |AW.  1  DO). 
Letwsfw  (t  IS) 

WEDNESDAY:  Kelso  (1  10|.  Flumpton 
0201  MAsNorhampton  (AW.  t  001 
THURSDAY:  LkigfiekJ  Par*  (AW  1  CO), 
v/eitertjv  (12  aO).  Winc-anton  fi  I0i 

FRIDAY;  Ascoi  (BBC-.  1  OOj. 
Muzsetburch  (1  10*.  SauttwsH  (AW. 
I20i 

SATURDAY;  Ascoi  (BBC.  7  70), 
Ungfleld  Par*  (AW.  >250)  Newcastle 
(12  35i.  Warwick  (CM.  12  25) 
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Pick  up  the  phone 
PICK  UP  A  m  FREE  BET 

FOR  FIRST  TIME  TELEPHONE  CALLERS 
staking  £25  or  more  using  Switch  or  Delta  bank 
- or  building  society  debit  cards. 


tABmOKE  HANDICAP 


furlongs  IAW),  Lingfield  1.45pm,  Live  on  CH4  TV. 

4/1  Glow  Forum 

Steamroller  Stanly 
Tart 

General  Haven 
Nikita's  Star 
Out  On  A  Promise 
No  Speeches 
A  Million  Watts 
Bayrak 

Set  The  Fashion 

EKfevuyOrw W*t,Eh* ‘-i3  Pncn-Ajlwit id ttunuotx'n. 
J^iipHw»un  ID  I  JOpn.TJWWMlb  mi*  art)  may  apply  Nor  rume*  -  m  bet 

LATTSST  ODDS  OM  William  Hill  TV  TEXT 

•  Teletext  on  044  P601/60276Q3 


RING  TODAY •  BET  TODAY 

0800444040 

(Wahmuia  laUl  mieumeni  p»r  rill  510  OnrtS'ifoly  > 
Tree  bet  is  a  £10  Straight  Forecast 
on  the  Lingfield  1.45  pm  today. 
(Please  place  your  bet  and  make 
your  Free  bet  selection  rcl 


fflCEPHONt  0800  MS  WILLIAM  HOI 

)  OPEN  A  CHEDT  MA  JUfiJSCT  TO  (LUCrUMON. 

P 


RULES  APPLY. 


LINGFIELD  PARK 


12.15  Invocation 
12.45  Hawaii  Storm 
1.15  sup  Jig 
1 .45  General  Haven 


THUNDERER 

2.15  Mister  Raider 
2.45  Calchou 

3.15  SUPERBELLE  (nap) 
345  Mellons 


The  Times  Private  f-iandt copper's  top  rating:  1.15  SUP  JIG. 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  12.15  Shashi.  1.45  Tart  3.15 
SUPERBELLE  (nap). 


GUIDE  70  OUR  RACECARD 


HH  to  0-043?  BOM  Ttf.es  74  (CD.BFJ.6.S)  iWr.  D  Pairem..  B  rail  9-HFO  .  B  Wtea  PI  88 


Rracanf  mrto  Draw  in  trccteb  Sb-lqme 
torn  iF  —  WL  P~  pulled  up  U  —  unseart 
nder  9  —  bough?  (Jam  S  —  slipped  up  R  — 
refuse:  D  —  Aarafitelt  Hor-e  5  ram  Bays 
ante  last  00013-  J  il  jumps  F  i  Ital  (B  — 
panto?  V  —  wjw  H  —  hood  £  —  EresftieW 
C  —  course  «no  D  —  distance  wmna  Cti  — 


cane  and  dcSB-O  nmnei  Gr  —  (Malsn 
SwunB  m  aea  ratal,  tong  on  wtadi  bora  has 
(r  —  Ism.  pod  io  tan.  bartt  6— garf 
S—  cel  good  to  wfl.  rw»yl  Omw  m  bracket. 
Tea net  AqexidtaK/i  Enwpiusa? MIox&ccb 
The  Times  PirrSe  ttmdrepa  s  raung 


GOING:  STANDARD 
TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


SIS 

DRAW:  5F-7F.  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


12.15  LADBROKE  ON  COURSE  BETTING  SHOP  HANDICAP 

(Div  1  22.10V  61)  (11  runners) 


(71  000 1 R2-  SHASH1 10  fDJ.G)  jMt,  S  Si-tir.l  Px  MlBe'  £-'«  RUppai  9? 

(5i  04 3550-  MTOCA1BN30(CO.F.Gi(!!rieria;ii  sttoa*  I9-M3  -  38 

‘8!  142WO-  MLETR1AN  fttflJRB  7  (D.tLS)  iVrieoap  Ftei  IS  Gamcn  4-9-11  Candy  Moms  92 
(fl  000350-  OCR  SfUOCE  15  (V.C0^5l  \=r„  *•  hen  '-3-d  CSoBf  S 

Cl  50CDJ-3  <aUHKH3!C«.Cna4i»3«cd?j^Ci|fi'Mttaae4-9-r05w«Bey(5j  92 
(3;  3J0D03-  HOH  MAJtsmC  35  f/F.G)  lUn  R  Ha?a1  il  Tr^nciW  4-W  .  JWcwer  9T 

{Ti]  000030-  CQt5T0N-C  4  (D  Fi  I?  Swrs)  9  Fans  5^-E . .  _  .  ►  S3 

inn  1500J5-  *UAiTiUB5l(3tt*3mA-.3toicte1sn?.fc;G>«ileiori>-9-3  55aidBrs  St 
(7)  CQTXKD-  HOfBJKG  135  (BJrJG)  (S  Phfcten  ei  Ctfjxiptert-ltwr.-  7-5-8  CHontar  60 
1  J)  000-  VtFrSJESeDANCtHraiSuerTrj.vPatsiur'SATloraAT.’J  U  Bart  (3)  - 
it)  500000-  H0lANWOLFirjfthT0«.4an3>SU^'.,'ni-MO-. .  GBartWi  - 


10i 
10J 
1C3 

104 

105 

106 
107 
■oa 
1 09 
HQ 
Ml 

Long  lanteac  ttata  'Hub  7-6 

BETTINB  7.;  3hm«  -t-r  Ci  U  5-1  Aijs.-  5-1  Cdy; n-C  5-7  KLMia:  Retirt  Inajcgion  10-r  aner. 
1936  UVJMW6-e-1JP?.fcCj:e.7'-5«JCi'ens5iMl2rar 


FORM  FOCUS 


SHASHI  lt?nscl  13  le  Mamie  R<k*  in  rtzuner  al 
'Aabertnmcion  i«Y  £?)  ffft'OCATTOh  S'ii  TUI  ot 
Uta Sihafi m hatdnan here 7|i  MILETrHW 
ABWB  J%J  2nd  c)  10  )d  Cberano  m  dnt.tr  41 
i.y  oc*0  m  peniiSjrraie  sUl  Q  LA  HIGH 
■idoui  1K1 3rd  ol  IC  'a  Baltad  Udv  m  njrdiap  t 


5m.f.*cii  -•V  U)  COLSTWJ-C  b«J  e«art  Usd 
: 3rd  c:  *>2  la  HjBwl  m  iandkap  Ortt  raiy  aid 
di^ante  ;5ffi  ai  cmduimite  ini  ALIAS  Deed 
eSX  '.cl  Zd  c:  72  »  toa  S ts  m  lantf«tJ  A 
ViaMmararoi  iAV.'.  511 

suettiii.  colstwh: 


12.45  LADBROKE  ALL-WEATHER  TROPHY  HANDICAP 

(Qualifier  Div  i.  £2.427;  70  (9  runners) 

Mi  Cl  GSOTOG-  IOi:WS«A16Jro.G.S)'T;rn*^r  VrAiS5v»5-lM  -.  ..  ROaV  91 

m  '5j  051000-  UW’/flaM)49!Df.Gi.,:iMa^.75»rii.-T;)7;iiv«ii5-?-5  jDSmmpl  » 

203  >3i  UM1I-  APOLLDREOJiiCO.F.GS.  -Aftcre  I'Tarj-J-!  Candy  Utme.  W 

7W  !5j  00(0031-  ROYAL  CAHLTGtl  5  [CQ  !7-~  V  It.-ls-  G  .  Vexx*  5-9-4  SV.W«rt»  90 

205  >4|  fJEVEH  WWK  WSKE  15)  ;■  wsy.  r  i-j-T  .  BAltwe  © 

706  fji  SXC52-  DARK  UETcACc  2«  OJ;  r*us-i  £-Ti«!  &  Cs  iai  E  Witt’o  5-6-5  A  Daly  (5)  92 

20;  !*:•  000000-  2MVi&  72j  lef)  "■(«!  -■  5  i'ria  SBmm  » 

208  '  I)  506343-  HAWAII  STORM  I1  (CD.G  S.  ‘C.  C4;b:i  i  !*rew  9-8-4  U  Bard  ft)  90 

209  O’!  664ME-  00UJEMSLVEB  1560  irncVjrf; ;  vsere  LS-:  .  .  .  KAwipl  97 

BETTMl  7-t  fiayji  Cattjn  5-2  Asnilo  ftei  6-1  “7-f*  T*.se  7-;  Hmar.  E-t  Btt  Meracn  !(Vi 

teyaflail  74-t  GmunSdrs  it.:  anerj 

1*6:  (WOS  6-S-;?  v  v  ‘nr.  i‘  tr 

FORM  FOCUS 


DfiRYABAD  ti!  ?Ci  dl  13  Ifl  £1*5  tfatarwa  m 
faulc®  jJ  ft'otefatew  iATY.  fCOta: 
APOLLO  RS)  Seal  *Ur  liem  CV  m  12-nm* 
hauStsm  ovc  isw  and  drissa  iAtA  R3YAL 
CARLT0K  beat  ftBajo  *  n  9-rujrar 

maiden  here  JMi.  NEVER  TOBK  TWICE 
lad  al  is  la  S&ab  Cfessre  in  faedaar  car 


an:  td  icaxr  (A’.Vl  DARK  tENACE  'Jw- 
fsad  ixfc:  Ufa  Quaiftf  m  furthest  cqtss 
erd  « W>  HAWAII  STORM  (I JO 

t-tfes-jr.  GOLD04  SIVEH  3!  2nd  ol 

12  Mi4r.  a  ctercr  z  SSiisjri  '61  go ni  to 
&Rj 

SfSeaorr  AF0U0  RS> 


1 .1 5  LADBROKE  APPRENTICES  CLAIMING  STAKES 

(E2.344:  Iro  41)  (10  runners) 

301  ft)  400000-  L  TRASTEVERE  7  1ST  (J  Hot)  Ifcs  G  KeBoov  5-9-1!  As**  6i»iwii 
jC  CP!  03063-0  OLD  HUSH  WWG2  JV)  (Grafl  UeUs  Ltd)  P  Kdam  4-M .  _  p  Geode  0 

303  (4-  000X2-  SUP JS 5 (S| U Horgan) R ram* W-fl -  - GGJfctfwm 

304  PI  dOTaOO-  MEMORY'S  MUSK  31J  (W  RofcBJ  M  Madgw«  M-S.  -  .  .  CCowrft) 

305  (7)  601060-  CAFTAflf  MARMALADE  ?36  (C5)  (Mn  A  Own')  0  fficrn  S-S-3  Emty  Joyce  fS) 

306  (5)  060002-  SOLDER  COVE  39  (S)  llahwood  Ranag  GWH  M  Mead*  7-9-0  _  T  FMd  g) 

3tp  j 2)  065400-  0KWTHEEW5I  (1  Mmr)  JFouBM 4-6-13 - RCot^BnAdWp) 

308  (3)  005200-  HAUTE  CUSHE  23J  fPars  House  CaunoeK]  R  WSans  4-4-70  .  .  &1MA 

309  (E)  0-  STWKUTTB1 7  {V)  (Mbs  S  Detuiair)  M  Oaaran  4-8-10  GHanraaft) 

310  (9)  Ortft-  ALHAAL4UJato*1fi0SulHWfl  W4 . -  -  OOrty 

ffiTTtftti  5-4  Sta  Jig.  5-1  SadSer  Cow  6-1  Suanda.  B-i 
Otonc.  !M  often 

1996:  TART  5-9-0  J  OeaiU  10-11  bv  (M  Brawl  10  rai 


nadnae.  10-1  Captain  MamaiKto.  Kanta 


FORM  FOCUS 


t  TRASTEVERE  Jfl  8ftoM2  O  ... 
dakna  at  WoNataraitti  (AW.  1m  II 
SUP  JS  a  and  ol  U  to  Barossa  tftiley  n  tana- 
cao  toe  i Aw.  Tin  3) 

SOLDER  COVE  SI  2nd  at  U  to  Anaei  Face  m 
ufta  toe  (AM.  in  20  ONE  W  THE  EVE  121  Tfli 


d  3  to  Aran  to  hmOofi  toe  (AW.  im  20. 
HAUTE  CWSWE  181  Ktt  d  20  lo  PetasUn  n 
kAbu  bandiem  J  Yarnodi  (Im  31  lOlyib.  Rood 
to  tan).  AL  ftML  T'At  Sh  of  B  (o 
handuap  bae  (AW.  1m  9). 

SetocBori  AL  HAAL 


1.45 


LADBROKE  HANDICAP  (£3.371 :  1m  4f)  (10  runners) 


40) 

<G3 

403 

404 
4CS 

-ns 

407 

408 
«9 
4ID 


/3)  4S3SD1-  5TEAMR0LLB?  STAHLV 51  tEOf.G)  M CpB)  C  Cjccr  4-9-12  .  G  Carta.  » 
15)  525401.  NHTA'S  STAR  35  (DJ.G)  iWlila  5  Pattorl  0  Mum;  SmB  4-9-9  (tea  DIM  93 

(S'  mUOOO-  OUT  ON  A  PR0MSE  22J  (F.G)  (P  Sam  N  Malta  5-9-7 - JSOek  92 

iJl  l2lEaD-  A  MDJJQN  WATTS 2<  (Ffl)  U  CatK^lfel  G  tlcCoul  6-9-6 . ACSA  - 

i4)  215160-  Q.QW  F0RLR4  28  (CD  j=.Gu5)  (A  Sntah)  L  Uaabipie  Htil  6-M  —  W  R)o»  .82 

;6)  233312-  Tart  (Wmugton Hos34 Fartnento)  J  Pcam 4-94 - MlMstam  W 

ft)  144022-  CSSRAL  HAVER  22  R.8)  iA  CaBard)  T  Nangtaen  4-9-2 - JWeasr  @ 

Ji  22OT13-  NO  SPEECHES  2B3  (C0.GI  (Top  Class  Raonq)  S  Doe  6-M  .  -  ADaWp)  ® 
(!0(  060010-  SET  7 »  FASWN  21  (CfAS)  (R  .UadtoK)  O  Wftans  &S- 12.  0  HartoR  90 
Pi  040400-  BAYRAK  141  (DAS)  lOoan  Racing  Emupl  P  KetteMy  7-8-3_  GBantaA  92 
BETTma  3-1  Stonnfla  Santa  7-2  Tan.  5-1  Genoa)  Hawa  ii-2  Gta>  Forum.  7-1  mbs  Sta  10-1  No 
Speecm  Oul  Oi  A  Tramtse.  12-1  omen. 

1996-  BALLYNAKHiY  4-7-13  T  A-*te|  (UB-30)  R  AWWS  10  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


STEAtffiOLLBT  STANLY  tea  PoW  CAamp  3H>I  m 
S  rnKi  canbbas  race  am  course  and  dtaana 
(Am  RJW7A  S  STAR  treat  TART  (3b  fiefw  oHI. 
Vil  m  r-ruraw  tendtan  d  Wotaotumpton  (AW 
ire  4t)  aow  rom«  m  nn  or  13  u  Pniw 
0*n3g  to  tattoo  £  WoftatanifKai  (AW,  Tm4(). 


TART  bod  BaUpoad  neck  n  10-nsaer  damr  at 
Yanaotai  (1m  3  lOlyib.  oood)  GENBTAL  HA¬ 
VEN  31  2nd  ol  M  to  Mufinds  to  tenfeap  toe 
(AW.  1m  SI).  NO  SPEECHES  4M  3rd  ai  S  to  Errant 
m  coraHtoii  race  toe  (AW.  IM  21). 

Satacttn:  MOTA'S  STAR 


2.15  LADBROKE  ON  COURSE  BETTING  SHOP  HANDICAP) 

(Oiv  H- £2.101.  Bf)  (11  runners) 

Wi  <10)  030034!  SHAW* lUP 2 ft.CO.F.G) fUr, C Tawwmail fl Rrwtf  ?-lW  .DamfftM  94 
50J  (4f  501001-  MEIER  flMB?  4  (B.CO.G)  iKitim  Pjir^l  F  5-S-T2  <7«J  A  03t)  (5)  fi 

503  (7)  053443-  BAR8ASWI1S  (C.GJ HdO  A  Moore  5-9-10.  _ Caudy  Uonta  90 

%s  lE)  E05042-  MY5IQW  MATTHAS  30  (V)  (Ur*  J  rwxd)  Uss  B  5arabn  4  9-1  30  Hnon  (7)  92 

505  (81  000640-  SAMSTLOM 24 (CO^.G) (C racwoWi P HjbWj 9-M  ACtat  « 

5GE  Rl  005001  -  HALBERT  30  (V.CDf  ,Gl  P  Jefcns)  P  Bafprne  6-M  .  . .  GFaufcW(S)  91 

5Cr  (11.  060000-  IHK:KASm^54(0Wj|Rrtaiv-AriRIT!0R^  Cnagueft)  W 

508  (9)  040040-  SJPEAlAO  IJl  (F.G)  tl  flndsw  J  Efldger  S-8-JD  ..  .  - - -  90 

JOS  w  «WWJ  lAOfWWm2(DJ.I?)(CUifjSPailBaan5-S.;  .  ..  _  SSandBto  91 

510  ftl  (VS4000-  ALLSTARS  DANGER  (19  (T  Haugrtsil  T  Hfcpon  4-6-6  RadtsaK  Uoodj  (7)  63 

511  (If  520030-  B(T0 DEBT 50 lit; J OtjhI J Paulljr 4-B-t} . GBanmf  - 

BETTHG  9-4  LVAir  fiak fcr  5-2  Share  lire)-  5-1  Mptay  Uafflan  6-3  Bataan.  8-1  Rabat  10-1  SmahM. 
12-1  cows 

1596  NOtX»l£snNaNGDIV)^ 

FORM  FOCUS 


SHARP  IMP  I'll  2nd  of  9 19  UOT  P*a  m  toidteip 
iw*r  enne  and  tebnee  iW  «P  TACHYCAR¬ 
DIA  Wl  Ob.  MGTcR  RAffltR  bear  smi  >il  in 
}OrV»er  fan). op  flae  »W  50  BAHSASON 
4vp  Jrt  fl  15  ic  Speed;  cumm  ei  haiftcre)  here 
(A«  rFi 

HALBERT  beaf  UYSTERV  MATTHIAS  ftU  tafla 
uf]  *»i  m  i?-un»  hawtoo  ovn  cause  and 


dtstance  iAW)  mlfa  SAUS0L0M  tUft  ben  an) 
toad  jnd  1^1  -SBi  and  TACHYCARDIA  [716  bettor 
off)  El  7W  THICK  AS  TWEVE5  111  10Si  of  12  la 
lad)  Crofter  a  cerettaRs  aa  a  BMwterintia 
IAW,  71).  ALLSTARS  DANCS9  9  14tiol  24  to 
Presew  o  Coned  m  maidan  hnbeap  at  Ttos»  f5l 
flood  10  firm) 

Selector  MISTER  RAWER 


□  The  BBC  is  planning  to  increase  its  coverage  from 
Leopardstown  next  Saturday  if  the  Ascot  meeting  is  called  off. 
Grandstand  will  include  coverage  of  the  Fitzpatrick  Hotel 
Group  Novices’  Chase  and  the  Picrse  Leopardstown  Handicap 
Chase  as  well  as  the  Lad  broke  Handicap  Hurdle. 


Superbelle  looks 
safe  option  at 
snowy  Lingfield 


By  juuan  Muscat 

REGULAR  viewers  of  Chan¬ 
nel  4  Racing  could  be  forgiv¬ 
en  for  blinking  with  disbelief 
on  the  opening  credits  from 
lingfield  park  today.  No,  it 
is  not  a  replacement  movie 
featuring  Scon  of  the  Antarc¬ 
tic:  they  will  actually  be 
racing  between  the  strips  of 
frozen  landscape. 

This  marks  the  first  time 
all-weather  racing  has  the 
televised  stage  to  itself,  and 
the  broadcasters  propose  to 
highlight  its  intricacies  dur¬ 
ing  The  Morning  Line.  You 
will  hear  of  the  value  of  a 
good  start,  the  frantic  gallop 
and  the  difference  between 


to  those  at  Southwell  and 
Wolverhampton.  If  you  plan 
to.  sift  the  form,  have  the  - 
Asprin  handy.  You  may  feel 
like  the  occasional  tourist 
circling  the  M2S. 

Certainly  the  field  sizes 
will  startle  those  accustomed 
to  races  of  fouf  and  five 
runners.  Two  heats  have 
been  divided  to  produce  an 
eight-race  card  in  which 
each-way  belting  down  to 
third  place  is  available 
throughout  Disciples  of  the 
code  are  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween.  It  may  be  courting 
ridicule  to  meddle  with  their 
domain,  but  we  proceed  in 
the  belief  that  you  can  some- 
runes  know  too  much  when 
planning  your  bets. 

1.45:  Steamroller  Stanly 
romped  home  at  this  venue 
in  November.-  He  is  one  for 
the  shortlist  -  but  may  be 
anchored  by  top  weight-. 
Glow  Forum,  whose  all- 
weather  record  is  admirable, 
has  a  chance  but  preference 
is  for  Tart  This  filly  shaped 
well  on  her  all-weather  de- . 
but  and  can  reverse  her 
threequarter-Jength  defeat 
by  Nfldtas  Star  on  21b  better 
terms.  General  Haven  runs 
wiell  around  here  but  app¬ 
ears  ane-paoed. 

2.15:  Sharp  Imp  looks  the 
call  after  his  fine  second  here 
on  Thursday.  He  has  yet  to 
finish  out  of  the  first  four  in 
eight  outings  at  sprint  trips 
here  and  looks  attractive 
against  weak  opposition.  Al¬ 
though  Mystery  Matthias 
makes  some  appeal,  she 
remains  a  maiden  after  22 
outings.  She  is  3lb  better  off 
with  Halbert  for  a  narrow 
defeat  last  month,  when 
Samsolom  and  Tachycardia 
finished  further  adrift. 
Barbason  seems  best  at  long¬ 
er  trips  while  Mister  Raider 
is  harshly  penalised  for  his 
recent  victory. 

2.45:  After  failing  to  figure  at 
Wolverhampton  last  month. 
Countless  limes  shaped 
with  promise  on  this  course 


TODAY'S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


more  recently.  He  met  trou¬ 
ble  in  running  and  looks 
poised  to  open  his  account 
Nightingale  Song  showed 
speed  on  turf  but  lacks 
experience  on  this  surface. 
Calchou  and  Tear  White  are 
both  headstrong  but  Imper¬ 
ial  Garden  hails  from  an  in¬ 
form  stable. 

3.15:  Whatever  die  outcome, 
this  gives  Tirol's  Treasure 
the  chance  to  improve  a 
dismal  career  record.  The 
filly  has  finished  last  cm  each 
of  her  four  outings  to  date, 
most  recently  when  beaten 
more  than  56  lengths  at  this 
venue.  Around  Fore  AHiss 
and  Lochlass,  respectively 
second  and  third  in  that 
race,  have  place  prospects 


Jarvis:  runs  Superbelle 


but  Superbelle  is  the  safest 
option.  Expensively  beaten 
at  Wolverhampton  three 
weeks  ago,  foe  filly  should 
appreciate  tire  extra .  two 
furlongs  on  tills  faster  sur¬ 
face.  •-  Effervescence;  one 
place  ■  behind  her  .-on  that 
occasion,  has  won  three 
times  since. 

3.45:  Step  On  Degas  tries 
this  trip  for  the  first-time 
after  perforating  consistent¬ 
ly  in  sprints.  However,  he 
may  be  in  foe  hand  ['cappers 
grip.  Mellors  has  reasonable 
form  on  turf  but  may  lack  a 
fitness  edge.  Jo  Maximus 
comes  from  an  in-form  sta¬ 
ble  but  Bargasb  is  selected 
after  an  encouraging  start  on 
this  surface  last  month.  He 
finished  third  after  making 
late  headway. 


2.45  LADBROKE  TREBETTWG  HANDICAP 

(3-T-O:  £3.323: 50  {8  runners)  "  - .  _ 

601  (6)  244133-  MGHTWGALE SONG  107 (S) (S Bqtaa) M Uaa* 9-7 _  D9wawy(5)  91 

602  |B)  350154-  HEAVHA.Y MBS 4  (CD j\G) (T WWKfl)  i ftlflor - SSmtoB  * 

603  (7)  255650-  TEAR  WHITE  22  (BJOfl  (A  Lanai  S  Co  lid)  T  Ufa  9-0 - S  Santas  98 

604  ft)  010602-  IMPERIAL  GARDEN  58 (Q.0)  (0  RoBtodge) P (tadam  tf-0 - SDnma  M 

605  ft)  333S20-  fJCHAffTKA 36 (Ms 4 Bany) i Bany B-9 - Pftawyp)  ® 

606  (1)  035160-  CALCHOU 32  $.G)  (W  Ddnoo)  C FaktaEd 6-9 _ RUfl*  W 

607  {4}  600-  KRYSTAL OAVEY 8 (TtoQaldtal Miseries rtataFtafct)TB*nnB-7  OHsnbcn  88 

606  ft)  000032-  C0UffTlESSTTMES4(ItoPrt  WarftreioflPtatoBJBp)  WM*8-4„  ACtart.  9T 
BETTNG:  3-1  Encjonflca  7-2  NgMngta  Sang,  4-1  Courttas  Times.  5-1  tapnta  GMen.  7-1  oflwi 

1996:  KRYSTAL  MAX  9-3  Ktatartoy  Hail  (11-6  to)  T  Baron  4  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


NRHTHGALE  SONG  S  W  ol  16  »  LMa  Bta  in 
■to  a  Ayr  (H.  good  to  fan).  HEAVBtY  WS 
6)51 40i  d  6  to  Josi  Lots  In  noran  toe  (AW.  6F>. 
TEAR  WWTE  141 10O  OM2  to  fctaflan  Ui  £ 
nosey  h«n  (AK.  6Q  tan  HEAVBA.Y  MSS  (10B> 
wse  06)  9  12fc  MPER1AL  GARDEN  neck  2nd 
of  IT  far  Furies  Ctatfier  h 
Itasnutfi  (51  good  to  \ 

(1 3fc  boiler  ctf)  bead  3rd.  I 


10  In  Striding  Edge  in  rita  4  L_.  .. 

(AW.  Hon  ptotanta  start  CALCHOU  „ 
ncaa  am  bri  Red  Tri  2161  &i9-wuwi  orig~ 
OBtQBO  a  Sautmll  {AW.  5Q.  KRYSTAL  OWE* 
141  7*  id  9  to  tar-Om-Teo  to  iofirai  natal  d 
SouBmcB  (AW.  9).  COUNTLESS.T1C5  4)  2nd  id  ^ 
6  to  Hew  Goff  tower  kr  a«9oa  naan  mr 
cora  and  distance 
SstacOnc - 


3.15  LADBROKE  MHUAN  AUCTION  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(3-Y-O:  £2.804:  Im  21)  (12  runners) " 


1  15) 

2  16) 

3  (13 

4  (ID) 

5  (3) 

6  (111 
7  ID 


5502-  AROUK)  FORE  ALLJSS  IS  (J 
IS-  FCKTOfl)  LAO  IS  Qtas- A 


i(Ti»fAccaabnts))TMUs9-0  WRy»  89 

sM _ _ _ ^  A  (My  ft)  - 

4-  fflBNCH  OSS  7  (T  Cnnta^im]  W  Chaim  9-0 _ _ _  Cndyliaite  - 

0-  LEG BEF0HUU 187 (A Snta) L llanbffie Hd (ML _ GCsta,  - 

3400-  UJVE  ME  DO  75  (M  OojJb)  U  Jotaaton  WL _ _•  J.DtaW  89 

„rte-  MOGUL  24  (Tta  Star  and  BtoeHanaBadna  CtaMH  Satan  M)  pin»0rMM  74. 

6500-  MY  (EGAL  EAGLE  78  (8  ftqaa)  J  N8ta  9-0 _ _ _ A  Oat  - 

6  01  5Q0GED-  AUIEFUAUa9(Bt(Dnaa)JWtoM _ ! _ Sfowte  7S 

9  (2)  00-  BUZZBT  BASE  24  (P  Cane)  A  Feta  M _ _ Ttata  W 

10  (S)  60353-  LOCHLASS  IS  W  Johnson) 5  Woods M _ : _ CNWftfT)  87 

11  (7)  3223-  SUPB881E 21  {N taig) M Jnls B-9 . . SStade*  (8 

J*  W  ™a-STREAS1«E15(Ktaaiy)KHnyM _ _ _ _  CSoNy  - 

SEP'S  12  ^  ^fi****- 5-1  *«■*' ***  «*»■  7-1  fiwch  na.  9-1  Ur  too*  ■ 

OfK-  '0-1  W 

1998-  PQ^fiOU}  8-8R  COdmr  (I3-6S  P  KtSbafEm  .  ,r 

FORM  FOCUS.  : 


AROUW  R3R  ALL6S  II  2rel  H 10  to  Ftate  Bed 

ribLOOlASS  W  3rd 

(OXFORD  LAD  221  7ft  ollO  to  Zlntal  In  maiden 

Mjf-wg  iM  TML-SIKHURE, .M  lift. 

A3SSfgM(  4<b  at  S  to  Ktaadaw  ratal 
mtodjn  al  Watotanpton  (AM  71).  MOGUL  13 
5b  ol  8  to  Ifflrey  n  rabon  muiu  hare  (AW.  71) 


eft  BUZZBY  BABE  3l  7ft. 

LOCHLASS  5Jil  5ft  #  ID. to  Mtaey  Bat  to- 
wta  noKton  ow  cocos  ndtataa  (AW)  odh 
AUIfiWM  m\  6ft.  SUPSTBEUE  hadril 
2151 M  ol  T2  lo  Nd  itaa  Ptena  in  maidn  X . 
'  '  '  '  I.  In  t(T 


KMflhCAP  IQ 

(Qualifier.  Div  II:  £2.401 :  7f)  (8  nmnera) 

1  til  «««-  SEA  0AKSB 16  (CD.8)  (P  Cot*]  J  Bridgor  _ - _ S  Sarin 

2  ft]  IKIBSa-  STEP  W  DEGAS  15(F)  (Dora  (taftaJM  FotaSriGalwM^  DGaasra 

1  iS  fSSSS- 

i  S  SS5?JlS:{ilMMtavais|  M HWfras *** - soroew 

6  (6)  600/000-  PfSVATE  FfiCTURE  S3  (OUS)  R1  Moann)  D  Marti  6-M _ 1  Sari 

7  (4)  500063-  BAR8ASH 74  &S>  (J P^l  ? toxUt . . G&ta 

8  lh  050304-  IMSPOKBi PRATER B (Ma SB*B)Jtadd 4-7-13 _ MBriSft] 

BETIWa  11-4  Fort  Km.  7-2  Begtoh.  M  Skp  On  Dept  M  Staftreft.  M  Udm.  B-l  otaa. 

tSOKnCORRESPaiaiMGlWI^  ■ 

FORM  FOCUS 


SEAnwZB  1)41  and  tad  Steal  Quirt  Itatt  to 
handHap  a  Wohetamoton  (Mi,  7f).  STB5  OM 
DEOAS  1UI  2nd  m  14  to  BoTEtat  h  I 


1KWS  i  »i  2nd  a  14  »  Bold  Start  in  hraktan 
dee  «W.  6FI  sri  JO  IIAXMUS  (12ft  tataaS 
79(1  M.  FORT  KHOX  Bl  4ft  of  IS  to  Somta 
Qassta  in  Imbcap  ora  com  ad  dfctaox 


MBiORS  3WO/5  to  fttto  Of  tejUaiJ  ft 
hantaap  a  Bdfftton^S  S9yta,  Bno)  on  gauM- 
maa  Sat 

BARGASH  t/>\  aid  mck  3nt  ol  12  to  Apodo  Rad 
In  handicap  mot  sous#  M  itetonn 
Sdadorc  SEA  QVfiJB 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wte 

Bn 

T  Benin 

B 

26 

N  wate 

13 

47 

L  MmagoE  km 

u 

49 

J  Beiy 

30 

141 

P  Hasten 

14, 

77 

* 

30.6 

27.7 
224 
2U 

m 


'JOCKEYS 
J  Wtam 
W  Rhi 
c  scaur 
S  Wdtoorti 

oems 


Wkmm 

73 

22 

6 

31 

5 


Rrif 

355 

126 

40 

213 

% 


ft 

206 

1W 

150 

1« 

13S 
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WOurRao^Sj^f 

3(95^!?^  stables  swept 
the  board  at  Southwell  yesto- 
day /supplying  all  six  winners 
an  the  Hbresand  surface  as 
punters  shivered  in  sub-zero 
temperatures.  The  Arctic  wear 
.  ther  has  been  parficuiariy. 
severe  on  the  traimrig  pqrrtT^ ' 
of  Mahon  and  JVfidcBdmu 
butit  did  not  stop  Pat  Haslam 
from  taking  his  tally,  far  the. 
yew  toibnr  with  aCHdoBtfe/, 

David  NichbUs  also  dob- 
Wed  his  state.'  wbSe'W 
S  wmbank,  Les  Eyre  and  Mau¬ 
rice  Camacho  opened  rHpjjr 
accounts  for  the  new  yeafr^  -  . 

Haslam.  Has  made  afine 
start  to  the  year,-  having-tasted 
success  on  each  of  the  first 
three  days  of  fhe.season^  On 
■he  mark,  with  Bering  "Knr 
Broke  at  Southwell  On~New 
Year’s  Day  and  UltraBeet  at  . 
ungfield  on  ’Thursday,,  "'he' 
ejrtended  his  sequence  with  ' 
PWklife  and  Pet  Express: 

After  Steve  Druwne  had- 
steered  Parklife  to  a  six-length 
victory  over  Raffles  Rooster  hr 
the  Perthshire'  Maiden- 
Handicap,  Haslam,  Who  was 
wearing  four  layers  of  dothing, 
to  keep  out  the  cjpW,  Me . 
got  ten  to.  rim  on  the  all- 
weather  and,  although  I  also  ■ 
made  a  good  start.io  l9%;  ft 
was  nothing  to  compare  with- 
this.’*  The  trainer-  ended  last 
year  with  XI  winners,,  . .  r  . ;  .. 

Ihe  Middletiam  trainerwa?  ; 
criebratmg  again-  as  he -wa-1  : 
coined  the'IiuasayClmrnOck-. 
riddoi  Pet  Express,  ,  a  26-1- 
chance,  into  the  warmer's  eri-~ 
closure  after  his  half-length* . 
triumph  aver  Patina,  the  13* 
favourite, m  the  “Rutland v 
Handicap.  “I  suppose  -  that 


,'^V.  ' 


n-  jBScuj£  sctlfi* 


j-- 1  *-7  ■*  **  J*v%  «' \ jv!*!'- .  *l  »-v«;  v  ■  ’  .  .•*•’•-  ■’  ’•  .  ■ 


.u 


•-1-’  Lfe  jt 


■  .  ’  . 


Elyergrves Wilson,  bis  amateur  rider,  a.first  Flat  success  as  he  leads  home  Desert  Invader  against  the  wintry  backdrop  of  Southwell  yesterday 


makes  ‘  me  the  leading  .flat 
trainer  this  year**  lie  saSt 
-  Chamock  himself  had  find- 
ated  a  double  >  30  liaiflutts 
earlier  with  a  forceful  tide  ah 
the  Maurice  Camadu>tmhed 
Saran.  who  defeatedRjrzair 


muNutrast . 

1236  Falcon's  Ftetee:  1.05  HaugWon;  lad.  1.35-  -liXt.Qrwforthi 
Bold  Account  2jD5  Shining  Edge.  2.35  Aide'  Ttafe/’2a0  m 
Memoirs.  3.05  Bas  Oe  Laine.  3^5  Oig  ftx-GoW,  ‘v  Woraasta.  *00 


fcy  a-3ength  to.  capture  ’  die 
YwtehareSdling  Stakes.' 

-  ina antairied  -  his 

.  -new- year 

vSk®;  Joseph's :  Wne-’came 
home’  three  lengths  dear,  of 
Spencer's  Revenge  -  jin  the 


tph.,  1.30  Cate  Bottom.  2.00  Red 
•Crofter.  3.00  Primula  Balm.  350 
w  Weeks.  450  Star  latent 


..  Leicestershire  Claiming 
Stakes.  Nichblls  had  won  over 
thecourse  wjih;  Anonym  48 
hours  earlier.  .  • 

Ann  Swihbank  may  have 
had  her  stream  of  jumping 
winners  interrupted  by  the 


weather  but  it  was  business  as 
usual  on  the  Fibresand  as 
Domino  Flyer,  ridden  by 
Chris  Wilson,  dinched  a  third 
course  victory  when  capturing 
the  Lincolnshire  Amateur  Rid¬ 
ers' Handicap. 


Les  Eyre,  with  a  remarkable 
75-winner  Fiat  score  to  his 
credit  last  year,  got  off  the 
mark  for  the  new"  term  with 
the  victory  of  Brutal  Fantasy 
in  the  Nottinghamshire 
Handicap. 


Musselburgh  draws  McCoy 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM  O00D  W  PLACES) 

{7.30AM  INSPECTK^I)  •-  '?:'J  r. 

"  - • — — “ — : — ? — — r 

12.35  MAC HBmimmwMztmDa  ; 

(£2^48: 2m) (9 ranna^' •  •  •  '•tV-IV- 

'  t  '  D  MUKsanlMVHwr^^ ^Aaadttr^-  ' 
2 


MFAan-t-FtaH  W«wtanH»ai,6-JJJ 
tar.  I2-I  &M&r  Hmpactod.  WTUoaUt 


1.05  mi  YEAR  CtMHTWHAL  J061CEy33aLMG 

HANDICAP  HUfflUE  {£?^32r  3ra)  P2J  :  ;;  V 

12122  TBAP  2fl  MflkaBi  9-iiq{- j- 

2  6533 

3  M2Z  O'ABBUySTOEEr«ttta«ttM0  8-tl^  AKaiSpf  » 

4  4-33  UGHLAWD  f*W«5D_ffV  R  Cnapni-U-d _ L,  _  6  Ca«  St 

5  0051  BARNSTORMER  2S  ttWaib  9t 

6  fOS-  GflfflfBJ)  MMDS  2B1 4  Skim  JO-IWL^.  S 

7  om  oemoiLATA  iB  p  spoBSswxi  3-10-4. Flwte-B 


•fe^^ANOARD  DRAW-.N&  ADVANTAGE  SS 

I.OOmAIWY  BSVfSJHN  B00KMAKBIS  MAIDEN 

STAKES,  (£3,438:  Irnl  1 79yd)  (13  runners). 

/Ofir-  'HOuistS  HSi.  7  M  llHlar.54-0_~..!: _ • _ JCU«9 

i-’-re  •  .oouaf  weBtiymaewiiy «:i3 DVMgtt2 

■1:  3 ...0flfr.a»BSO«AB2gKMa^  F lyncb  |3) 5 . 

s.  owoffiuiswrsw  - - RPutm  t 

■  t  FWPfflHWi«S  IIBEXtaa  ,S  D  WOns  12 . 

.  -i?-  --S4-  aJ^fCW'173PMtttO-WI-13-_: — , — _  C.fWarll 

..5  DEfflH  WSSWttrai-W* - i_  Dtam Nbn (7) 6 

9  m-  acanwcPMCBMaw  j  rumio 

-  .u-  tMV  SkLY  AflMSTBONG  3  CHwrtfia  4-M  TnSSmw  B 

fJS-  -toUDB  U-BSLT  P  Eoh  4*4 - MMme? 

■flQ2-'3WJItNfBaiEaUJJ TfiMEtwcMnU 
8-1  OMWWbfc.  -W-Smla  tto,  S-1  Dqna,.6-1  Hokkn  WLSowds  LagiL 
■■M  0«^  Ofwa.  -m'  Srtir  tenfirono- 12-1  aftw 

,JW^ST®  *WID^*P 


HOPES  are  high  that 
Musselbur^j  can  provide  the 
National  Hunt  programme 
with  a  rare  respite  from  the 
weather.  The  course;  which 
last  Friday  staged  the  only 
jumps  meeting  ,  since  Boxing 
Day.  passed  an  inspection  at 
noon  yesterday  and,  although 
a  730  inspection  has  been  - 
planned  for  this  morning, 
officials  believe  only  a  deterio¬ 
ration  in  conditions  will  pre¬ 
vent  the  fixture,  taking  place. 

Mart  Kershaw,  the  dert  of 
the  course;  said  yesterday. 
“We'Ve  ho  frost  There  is  a 
little  bit  of  slush  in  places  but 
dial  is  not  a  problem.  We  have 
a  very  good  chance  unless 
there  is  a  severe  deterioration. 


The  forecast  is  for  the  tem¬ 
perature  to  drop  to  2en>  to¬ 
night  with  possibly  the  odd 
shower,  so  we  called  a  precau¬ 
tionary  inspection." 

Assuming  that  the  meeting 
survives.  Tony  McCoy,  the 
champion  jockey,  will  make 
his  first  visit  to  the  trade 
McCoy,  61  winners  dear  of 
Adrian  Maguire  in  the  de- 

^j^PEgniaws 

MONDAY'S  MEETINGS 
SOUTHWELL  alMxealtier 
FOLKESTONE:  noon  today  (snow) 

TUESDAY 

UNGF1ELD  PARK:  aS-wealher 
LEICESTER:  frozen 


fence  of  his  National  Hunt 
title;  has  four  booked  rides. 
The  forecast  for  the  week 
ahead  does  not  look  good  so  1 
may  as  well  take  this  opportu¬ 
nity  and  get  to  know  some 
trainers  in  the  north,”  McCoy 
said.  “1  have  rides  for  Jimmy 
Fitzgerald  and  ten  Lungo, 
whom  I  have  ridden  for 
before,  but  I'Ve  never  ridden 
for  Lynda  Rarasden.” 

Lingfieid  and  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  stage  all-weather  Flat 
fixtures  today,  but  a  resump¬ 
tion  of  a  normal  racing  ser¬ 
vice  still  looks  a  long  way  off. 
The  situation  is  already 
described  as  “hopetes"  for 
Monday’s  only  jumping 
meeting  at  Folkestone. 


SQUASH 


Russell  on 
collision 
course  with 
Egyptians 

By  Coun  McQuillan 

JOHN  RUSSELL,  of  Kent, 
yesterday  started  his  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  Dry sd  ale  Cup  at 
theCommercial  Union  British 
junior  open  championships  in 
Sheffield  in  the  same  mood 
with  which  he  finished  last 
year’s  world  junior  champion¬ 
ships  in  Cairo,  determined  to 
frustrate  at!  Egyptians  in  his 
path. 

Russell  blew  hot  and  cold 
through  the  world  event  in 
July,  but  he  saved  his  highest 
temperatures  for  his  Egyptian 
hosts,  giving  Ahmed  Fai^  his 
Toughest  fight  on  the  way  ra  a 
home  win  in  the  individual 
world  championship,  and 
pugnaciously  stopping  Karim 
El  Misnkawi,  a  large  and 
physical  opponent,  in  the  team 
final  to  set  up  a  surprise 
victory  for  England. 

Yesterday  the  fourth  seed 
started  his  assault  on  the 
British  open  under- 19  champ¬ 
ionship  brushing  aside  9-2, 
9-Z  9-2,  Mohammed  Diaa, 
another  of  the  talented  young 
players  who  are  emerging 
from  the  Egyptian  squash 
nurseries. 

There  are  plenty  more 
Egyptians  to  whet  Russell's 
appetite  in  Sheffield,  although 
he  has  the  daunting  task  of 
having  to  remove  Ong  Beng 
Hee,  the  No  5  seed  from 
Malaysia,  to  ger  at  them. 

Faizy,  the  defending  cham¬ 
pion  and  top  seed,  dismissed 
Jonathan  Smith,  of  Yorkshire. 
9-1. 9-1, 9-3,  yesterday  and  then 
learned  that  his  early  de¬ 
mands  in  the  competition  had 
been  significantly  reduced  by 
the  failure  to  appear  of  Paki¬ 
stan’s  leading  players,  Anjad 
Khan  and  Kashif  Shuja.  His 
compatriots,  Amr  Shahana. 
the  second  seed  and 
Misrikawi.  the  third  seed, 
needed  little  more  time  to 
overcome  Tommi  Niinimaki. 
of  Finland,  and  Matthew  Clo¬ 
ver,  of  Sussex,  respectively. 
Russell  will  probably  have  to 
meet  and  beat  ar  least  two  of 
them  to  lift  the  Drysdalc  Cup 
for  the  first  time. 

But  the  Kent  player  will 
need  to  seriously  realign  his 
sights  towards  Malaysia  to 
survive  a  likely  quarter-final 
clash  with  Ong  Beng  Hee  on 
the  way  to  all  that. 


Results,  page  37 


BOWLS 


Deposed 
Bell  puts 
selectors 
in  dock 

By  David  Rim  Junes 

USUALLY,  when  a  player  is 
dropped  and  then  lashes  ouJ 
at  the  selectors,  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  the  consumption 
of  grapes  of  the  sour  variety 
has  produced  a  bitter  taste  in 
the  mouth. 

Although  they  follow  his 
omission  from  fhe  England 

trial  at  Rushcliffe  tomorrow, 
the  harsh  words  John  Bell 
aimed  at  the  English  indoor 
team  management  yesterday 
may.  however,  throw  some 
light  on  why  Scotland  has 
been  allowed  to  monopolise 
the  home  international  series 
for  the  past  six  years. 

Bell.  Carlisle’s  tourism  and 
marketing  manager,  is  one  of 
the  funniest  men  on  the 
sport's  after-dinner  rircuiL 
There  was  no  trace  of  a 
twinkle,  however,  as  he  ac¬ 
cused  England  officials  of 
employing  an  "inept  short¬ 
term  selection  policy’". 

Claiming  he  was  not  simply 
reacting  to  being  dropped. 
Bell  said:  "1  was  thoroughly 
disillusioned  before  these 
teams  were  announced.  The 
time  is  right  for  a  change,  and 
I  am  not  disappointed.  After 
the  way  T  played  last  year.  1 
wasn't  expecting  to  be 
considered. 

Team  confidence  desper¬ 
ately  needs  to  be  rebuilt, 
because  there  has  been  a  less 
than  happy  atmosphere  in  the 
camp.  After  our  success  in  the 
mid-SOs.  there  has  been  an 
inept  short-term  selection  pol¬ 
icy,  and  a  series  of  humiliat¬ 
ing  organisational  dictates 
imposed  on  the  team." 

Team  management  was 
fine  when  we  were  winning, 
but  I’ve  seen  the  system  go 
down  badly  since  we  won  our 
last  series  in  1990,"  he  added. 
“Our  lowest  point  was  in 
Rushcliffe  In  1993,  when  we 
had  team  talks  from  what 
seemed  to  be  umpteen  team 
managers,  several  rollickings, 
and  a  good  hiding  from 
Scotland!** 

In  an  attempt  to  haft  Scot¬ 
land’s  winning  run,  the  selec¬ 
tors  have  reshuffled  the  rinks, 
and  introduced  a  clutch  of 
younger  players.  Bell,  49, 
said:  “I  applaud  the  encour¬ 
agement  of  young  talent,  but 
they  will  only  prosper  in  a 
relaxed.  tension-free 
atmosphere." 
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CRICKET 


Klusener  leaves 


India  facing 
mountainous  task 


From  John  Woodcock  in  cape  town 


SEVEN  years  ago  a  young 
South  African  by  the  name  of 
L^nce  Klusener  left  Durban 
High  School  without  having 
managed  to  win  a  place  in 
their  first  cricket  XI.  Here  at 
Newlands  yesterday  he  scored 
the  fastest  Test  hundred  made 
for  South  Africa  (an  undefeat¬ 
ed  102  in  100  balls),  during 
which  he  shared,  with  Brian 
McMillan,  a  record  partner¬ 
ship  for  South  Africa's  eighth 
wicket  against  any  country, 
and  followed  it  up  by  running 
out  one  of  India"  opening 
batsmen  and  bowling  the 
other. 

At  the  beginning  of  last 
month,  in  Calcutta,  in  his  first 
Test  match,  he  took  eight  for 
64  in  India's  second  innings  — 
and  he  only  won  his  place  in 
the  side  because  of  an  injury  to 
Craig  Matthews. 

As  a  result  of  all  this.  India 
are  in  inevitable  danger  of 
losing  the  second  Test  match 
no  less  heavily  than  they  lost 
the  first  in  Durban  last  week. 
At  the  close  of  play  last  night 
they  were  29  for  three  in  reply 
to  South  Africa's  529  for  seven 
declared,  and  to  make  matters 
even  worse  for  them.  Sachin 
Tendulkar  is  much  dis¬ 
comfited  by  a  strained  side. 

South  Africa's  total  is  their 
highest  since  they  were  read¬ 
mitted  to  Test  cricket  in  lc*92 
and  the  best  they  have  made  in 
a  Test  in  Cape  Town.  By  the 
time  Hansie  Cronje  called  his 
batsmen  in.  in  order  to  get  16 
overs  at  India  before  the 
finish,  the  Indians  had  been 
run  ragged.  Klusener.  who 
bats  left-handed  and  bowls 
right  and  was  chosen  mainly 
for  his  bowling,  was  dubbing 
them  around  much  as  he 
pleased. 

Yet  until  he  came  in,  mid¬ 
way  through  the  afternoon. 
India  had  not  been  entirely 
unsuccessful  in  the  holding 
operation  to  which  they  were 
committed.  The  first  hour  of 


the  day  had  in  fact  been  theirs. 
South  Africa  making  only  22 
runs  in  that  time  while  losing 
Cronje  and  Pollock, 

For  such  a  very  good  and 
resolute  batsman.  Cronje  gets 
himself  into  a  surprising  tan¬ 
gle  trying  to  fend  off  the  short, 
rising  ball.  England  make  a 
point  of  playing  on  this,  as 
India  did  yesterday  morning, 
and  it  was  in  making  more  of 
a  flinch  than  an  attempted 
glance  at  something  whistling 
past  his  chest  that  he  was 
caught  at  the  wicket  down  the 
leg  side  off  Srinath. 

This,  inddentally,  was  no 
less  than  Monza's  twelfth 
catch  of  the  series,  taken  in 
only  two  and  a  half  South 
African  innings  —  and  he  is  on 
his  honeymoon  into  the 
bargain. 

But  there  was  no  way  of 
ruffling  that  obdurate  old  dog, 
McMillan,  who  was  lumber¬ 
ing  along  with  a  century  in  his 
sights.  South  Africa's  main 
concern  seemed  to  be  to  get  to 
400  if  they  could,  however 
long  it  might  take  them,  and 
India,  for  their  part,  were 
preoccupied  with  contain¬ 
ment. 

On  pitches  as  good  as  this 
one  their  bowling  really  is 
critically  thin.  Kumble  bowled 
Ids  leg  breaks  much  too  (ow 


McMillan:  obdurate 


SCOREBOARD  TOM  CAPETOWN!  ^ 


SOUTH  AFRICA;  Fust  Irwgs 
A  C  Hudson  c  Monga  b  Prasad  .  . 
G  Kiislen  run  «ji  .  .... 

A  M  Bachw  c  Mong*  b  Snrwtti 
D  J  Cullman  c  Mcrepa  b  Prasad  ... . 
"■V  J  Cion*  c  Mongu  b  Snnatti  . 

8  M  McMillan  noi  am . 

S  M  Pattjd'  e  TencUhs  b  Pn&id . 
tO  J  fficbBxlioc  c  Diavirj  b  Srnatfi  . 
L  KJuwsner  not  out 

Extras  (b5.  IbS.nbS)  . . 


16 
103 
25 
.  77 
.A1 
103 
. ..  1 
39 
102 
.  22 


Tom!  (7  wtds  dec) _ .... 


529 


A  A  Donald  and  P  R  Adams  did  rial  hai 
FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-37.  3-69,  3-203, 
4-251,  5-291  6-2W.  7-3K 
BOWLING  5i«alh  38-6-130-3:  Prasad 
36-MH-3:  Ganesh  235-6-93-0  humble 
Si -7-1 36-ft  Ganguly  9-1-2443.  Raman  5-1- 
l&O 


INDIA;  Firs!  tnrmgs 

WV  Raman  run  out  . . . 

R  S  Gravid  b  Khitanar  . 

S  C  Ganguly  no!  out . 

B  K  V  Prasad  b  Adams  .... 

"S  R  Tandutar  noi  out . 

Extras  (nt>  2) . 


......  5 

....  2 

...  IB 

. 0 

....  1 
_  2 


Total  13  wMa)  .  . . . 


.29 


tN  R  Monara.  M  Azharuddn.  V  V  S 
Uxnvan,  A  Kimble.  J  Srinath  and  D 
Ganesh  to  bat 


FALL  OF  WICKETS.  1-7.  2-24.  3-2S. 


BOWLING-  Donald  6-3-7-0;  Pollock  5-1- 
1541.  Adams  3-1-3-1.  Klusener  2-1-4-1 


“3? 


•res.  D  G  Hair  (Australia!  and 
hositzen  (South  Africa). 


and  fast  for  them  to  turn,  and 
their  plight  cried  out  for  the 
flight  and  guile  of  a  Bedi  or  a 
Prasanna.  The  day  was  shin¬ 
ing  blue:  the  crowd  cheered 
mockingly  at  the  announce¬ 
ment  that  England  had  come 
unstuck  again  in  Harare.  The 
locals  of  Western  Province 
were  thoroughly  enjoying 
themselves. 

Gary  Kirsten,  who  had 
scored  a  hundred  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  is  one  of  theirs:  so,  too.  is 
McMillan,  and  so  is  Paul 
Adams,  who  was  to  take  a 
wicket  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
What  is  more,  Kirsten's  father 
was  the  groundsman  here;  but 
that  goes  back  to  the  days 
when  Newlands  resembled 
the  Parks  at  Oxford  —  before  it 
became  the  stadium  it  is  now. 

Klusener  bustled  in  when 
Richardson  hooked  Srinath 
straight  to  long  leg  and,  with 
nothing  to  lose  and  much  to 
gain,  he  was  soon  catching 
up  McMillan,  who  had  a  start 
of  nearly  four  hours  on  him. 

I  am  not  sure  how  good  a 
cricketer  Klusener  really  is. 
He  does  not  look  either  a  great 
batsman  or  a  great  bowler  in 
the  making;  he  is  typical, 
though,  of  that  pride  of  young, 
muscular  and  confident  South 
Africans,  who,  if  they  are  not 
doing  wonderful  things  in  the 
surf,  are  throwing  a  rugby 
ball  around  or  playing  cricket 
in  bare  feet  and  being,  almost 
as  likely  as  not,  born-again 
Christians. 

South  Africa  came  back 
from  India  three  weeks  ago 
feeling  very  strongly  that  they 
had  a  score  to  settle,  and  what 
a  job  they  are  making  of  it. 
McMillan  eventually  went  to 
his  hundred  in  a  way  that  may 
well  be  unique,  the  quick 
single  which  took  him  there 
having  to  be  confirmed  by 
television.  The  replay  was 
required  to  make  sure  that 
Klusener  had  not  been  run  out 
in  the  process. 

Klusener  took  another  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  hour  to  reach  his  own 
hundred,  off  a  despairii 
Kumble  and  a  dej< 
Prasad,  whereupon  Cronje 
immediately  declared. 
Klusener  and  McMillan  had 
added  147  —  23  more  than 
Dave  Nourse  and  Ernest 
H  alii  well  made  together 

against  Australia  at  Johannes¬ 
burg  94  years  ago. 

The  only  surprise  that  re¬ 
mained  was  not  that  India  lost 
three  wickets,  or  that  there 
was  no  holding  Klusener,  but 
chat  Donald  took  none  of 
them. 


Mongia,  the  India  wicketkeeper,  attempts  to  stump  Richardson,  his  South  African  counterpart,  yesterday 


Lara  inspires  West  Indies  victory 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


A  RESURGENT  Wert  Indies 
celebrated  Brian  Lara’s  return 
to  form  with  a  six-wicket 
victory  over  Pakistan  in  their 
limited-overs  World  Series 
match  in  Brisbane  yesterday. 
However,  the  match  was 
marred  by  further  behind-the- 
scenes  controversy  as  the  Paki¬ 
stan  batsmen  continued  to 
defy  an  Australian  govern¬ 
ment  directive  by  advertising 
a  tobacco  company's  sponsor¬ 
ship  on  their  bats  during  the 
televised  match. 

Lara  ended  a  dismal  run  of 
low  scores  by  hitting  48  as 
West  Indies  maintained  their 
recent  improvement  in  a  tense 
encounter  at  the  Gabba.  In 
reply  to  Pakistan's  total  of  197 
all  out  in  495  overs.  West 
Indies  scored  198  far  four  with 
H  balls  to  spare. 

Carl  Hooper,  batting  one 
place  below  Lara  at  No  5  in  the 
order,  scored  an  unbeaten  54, 
his  twentieth  half-century  in 
limited-overs  internationals, 
to  guide  his  side  to  victory.  The 
Kent  all-rounder  was  joined 


by  Jimmy  Adams  in  an  unbro¬ 
ken  fifth- wicket  partnership 
that  was  worth  74  runs  by  the 
end.  Adams  contributed  a 
valuable  33  not  out 
Earlier,  Ian  Bishop  had 
taken  four  wickets  for  38  and 
Courtney  Walsh  three  for  40 
as  Pakistan  stumbled  to  47  for 
four  on  a  lively  pitch  in  the 
eighteenth  over.  However.  Ijaz 
Ahmed  ensured  that  Pakistan 
reached  a  relatively  respect¬ 


able  total  with  a  patient  59  off 
122  balls. 

Moin  Khan,  the  wicket¬ 
keeper,  added  43  in  52  balls 
before  the  Pakistanis  were  all 
out  one  ball  short  of  their 
allocation.  Curtly  Ambrose, 
the  West  Indies  fast  bowler, 
defied  a  niggling  hamstring 
injury  to  return  figures  of  one 
for  26  from  ten  consecutive 
overs. 

So,  after  losing  their  first 


PAKISTAN 

Aanw  Saha*  cMunayb  Wobtli  . . —  9 

Stated  AfrkS  c  Gtftth  b  Wafch - —  2 

Zahocx  Bah  c  McLaan  b  Bebop . —  .  14 

l|az  Aimed  cMunNbWatoh . 59 

InrafmirwW-taqcMd^aiibAratxose..  1 

Mohammad  Wasun  run  out  - . . . 34 

■Waam  AJaam  run  out . . 1 

tMoin  Khan  <r  Samuefe  b  Bishop - 43 

Saqfam  Mu&htaq  c  Munw  b  Bishop  ....  4 

Shahid  Nazir  c  Ambrose  b  Bishop - 8 

Mohammad  Zahd  nw  cm  ....  - - - 0 

Extras  (*>  9,  w  a  r*  7)  . - . .  22 

Total  (49.5  ovros) - 197 


FALL  OF  WICKETS-  1-12. 2-18,  3-45, 4-47. 
5-120.  6-124.  7 -157.  8-784.  9-ISB. 
BOWUNG:  WaWl  10-1 -«M;  Bjjhop  95-1- 
38-4;  Ambrose  100-26-1:  McLean  4-0- 
21  -0;  Hooper  10-0-38-0;  Adams  60-254). 
WEST  INDIES 

S  L  Campbell  b  Saqlafri  . - . - . 35 

tJ  R  Murray  bWuirn  Akram _ _ 15 


AD  Griffith  tun  out.. _ _ _ 2 

B  C  Laa  c  Motn  b  Mohammed  ZflWd  .48' 

C  L  Hooper  not  out - - - 54 

.1C  Adams  not  out  ..... — . ..33 

Extras  (lb  7,w2.  nb8) - - — ....  11 

Total  (4  wfcb.  48.1  ovwoj - 198 


R  Q  Samuels.  NAM  McLean.  1 R  Bishop, 
C  E  L  Ambrose  and  *C  A  WWsh  dd  not  bot 
FALL  OF  WICKETS;  1-27.2-38. 3-7B,  4-124. 
BOWLWG:  Wasim  Atoam  9000-1: 
Mohammad  Zahid  102-29-1;  Stated  Nazir 
60-37-0;  Saqtaki  Muzhtaq  102-38-1; 
Sharad  Aims &1-OSOO:  Aamir  5oha»  60 
160. 

Man  of  the  match:  CL  Hooper. 

Umpires:  R  A  Emaraon  and  D  J  Harper. 
Swiss  standings 

P  W  L  -  RR  Pis. 

WestkKfies _  4  2  2  .128  4 

Australia _ 4  2  2  JJ2S  4 

Pakistan-. .  4  2  2  -.172  4 


two  matches  in  the  trianj 
competition.  West  Indies  have 
now  won  two  games  in  succes¬ 
sion.  West  Indies.  Pakistan 
and  Australia,  the  frosts,  all . 
have  four  points  from  four 
games  at  the  halfway  stage  of 
foe  qualifying  round.  West 
Indies  meet  Australia  in  their 
next  game,  also  in  Brisbane, 
tomorrow. 

Of  his  batsmen's  continuing 
breach  of  Australian  anti- 
tobacco  advertising  legisla¬ 
tion,  Yawar  Saeed,  the 
Pakistan  team  manager,  said 
that  foe  team  was  awaiting 
orders  from  the  Pakistan 
cricket  board  before  removing 
foe  logos.  “I'm  not  foe  policy¬ 
maker  so  I  will  have  to  wait 
until  I  get  foe  new  instruc¬ 
tions,”  Yawar  said,  adding 
that  he  had  notified  the  board 
of  the  problem. 

The  Australian  Cricket 
Board  has  since  been  advised 
by  the  Australian  govemment 
that  foe  Pakistanis  have  until 
next  Tuesday  to  remove  foe 
logos.  The  ACB  faces  a  fine  of 
A$60,000  {about  £28.000]  if  it 
fails  to  enforce  foe  directive. 


SAILING 


Tibbs  limps 


in  to  warm 


reception 


CONCERT,  the  dismasted  BT 
Global  Challenge  yacht  skip¬ 
pered  by  Chris  Tibbs,  motored 
into  Wellington  yesterday,  five 
days  behind  Croup  4.  the  leg 
two  winner,  bur  to  one  of  foe 
best  welcomes  for  any  of  foe 
boats  in  New  Zealand 
(Edward  Gorman  writes). 

With  her  chances  oF  win¬ 
ning  foe  race-  or  aT  'ea5t 
finishing  in  the  top  three,  now 
dashed,  there  was  sympathy 
for  her  crew  as  she  cruised  in 
after  motoring  for  nearly 
2,000  miles. 

As  she  crossed  foe  finish 
line,  she  was  given  a  gun  like 
foe  rest  of  foe  fleet  and  two  of 
her  sister  ships.  Commercial 
Union  and  Nuclear  Electric. 
sailed  out  to  escort  her  in. 
together  with  foe  local  fire- 
boat.  which  set  off  its  water 
jets.  Concert  will  be  awarded  a 
finish  time  for  the  leg  equal  lo 
that  of  foe  last  boat  racing. 
Heath  Insured  II.  plus 
another  IS  per  cent  of  Heaths 

time-  , .  .  ... 

Heath ,  which  has  a  badly 
damaged  rig.  still  had  about 
20  miles  to  go  yesterday. 


Most  famous  footballing  cliches  brought  to  book 


AS  THE  Christmas  post  con¬ 
tinues  to  dribble  in,  filled  with 
afterthoughts  and  mislaid 
Treats.  I  am  able  to  offer  a 
questionnaire  for  aspiring 
football  commentators,  com¬ 
plete  with  the  only  acceptable 
answers.  Look  on  it  as  foe 
Socratic  method  of  football 
commentary; 

How  did  the  player  break 
his  leg?  After  a  challenge. 

What  land  of  challenge?  A 
sickening  one. 

What  did  foe  defender  get 
before  he  was  sent  off?  A 
talking-to. 

And  then?  He  took  the  long 
and  lonely  walk  ro  foe  dress¬ 
ing-room. 

How  did  his  manager  react? 
He  put  a  consoling  arm  round 
him. 

How  did  his  manager  look? 
Pensive. 

What  did  he  do  before  foe 
game?  He  spelt  out  a  warning. 

How?  Loud  and  clear. 

The  late  equaliser  Rovers 
scored  . .  ?  Yes.  it  spared  their 
blushes. 

Where  are  they  now?  In  foe 
driving  seaL 

How?  Firmly. 

And  on  and  on  ...  all  this 
from  A  Came  of  Turn  Halves. 
Brian  by  Fritz  Spiegel 
(HarperColIms.  E4.99).  foe 
main  pan  of  which  is  a 
dictionary  of  jargon  and  di- 


SIMON  BARNES 


On  Saturday 


up-and-be-counted  Christian, 
he  would  have  taken  a  differ¬ 
ent  attitude. 

Those  with  good  footballing 
memories  will  recall  the  Saudi 
player,  Saeed  Al-Awairan, 
scoring  the  most  spectacular 
goal  of  the  1994  World  Cup, 
dribbling  from  foe  halfway 
line  to  score  against  Belgium. 
Yet  he  was  not  even  in  the 
squad  for  foe  recent  Asian 
Cup  matches.  It  was  explained 
that  Saudi  players  were  picked 
on  moral  as  well  as  footballing 
grounds  and  that  during 
Ramadan.  Saeed  had  eaten 
Snickers  bars,  kissed  a 
woman  and  drunk  wine. 


column,  looks  back  on  the 
lonely  and  oppressed  Christ¬ 
mas  spent  by  England’s  crick¬ 
eters  in  Zimbabwe.  The  lack 
of  women  was  meant  to  bind 
them  into  a  tight,  hard,  fight¬ 
ing  unit.  “Bring  out  the 
women  and  send  bade  the 
gurus,"  she  said-  “They  have 
so  many  gurus  they  are  not 


French  connection 


ch£.  For  example,  and  to  quote 
just  a  few  of  the  Fs:  firing  on 
all  cylinders;  a  forest  of  legs;  a 
formality;  and,  of  course,  foot¬ 
ball  was  foe  winner. 


Hand  of  God? 


Glenn  Hoddle  picked  Paul 
Gascoigne  to  play  football  for 
England  even  as  the  world 
talked  of  nothing  but  foe 
undented  wife-battering  alle¬ 
gations  against  his  man. 

Team  selection.  Hoddle  said, 
is  a  footballing  rather  than  a 
moral  issue.  Had  Hoddle  been 
a  Muslim  rather  than  a  stand- 


Mean while,  this  column's  un¬ 
relenting  search  for  an  appro¬ 
priate  name  for  the  cricket- 
rdated  pastime  —  very 
distantly  related,  judging  from 
certain  performances  this 
week  —  of  one-day  cricket 
continues.  Mike  Finlay  sug¬ 
gests,  as  a  variant  on  the 
schoolboy  pastime  of  French 
Cricket,  “le  cricket  anglais”. 


the  favourite  themes  of  this 
column.  So,  too,  is  the  slow 
death  of  sport  by  means  of 
commerce.  Here  foe  two  come 
together  in  a  way  that  ham¬ 
mers  out  a  warning  loud  and 
dear  to  all  of  us  who  watch 
Cornhill  Test  matches  and  the 
goings-on  in  the  FA  Carting 
Premiership. 

The  term  “home  run"  is  one 
of  the  most  ancient  in  the 
American  lexicon.  It  is  a  part 
of  sport,  a  metaphor  for  all 
kinds  of  delights,  from  busi¬ 
ness  success  to  sex  But  it  is 
now  a  forbidden  term  —  at 


hit  for  another  Cornhill  Clob¬ 
ber.”  “Oh!  A  Carting  Creamer! 
Quite  remarkable.” 


Silent  sweater 


least  it  is  if  you  have  anything 
to  do  with  Arizona  Dianxmo- 


Sexual  healing 


playing  their  natural  game.” 
The  most  successful  England 
cricket  captain  alive  added: 
“It  never  occurred  to  us  to  ban 


men. 


Not  everyone  believes  that 
women  are  a  bad  thing. 
Rachel  Heyhoe  Flint,  for 
example,  old  friend  of  this 


All  in  a  name 

Sportitig  language  is  one  of 


backs,  a  major  league  baseball 
team  that  opens  for  business 
in  1998. 

It  has  been  forbidden,  at  tbe 
express  demand  of  Bank  One. 
sponsor  of  the  ballpark  that  is 
nearing  completion  in  Phoe¬ 
nix.  Announcers  at  foe  stadi¬ 
um  and  on  the  local  radio 
station  will  not  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  foe  sport’s  ultimate 
single  achievement  by  its  cor¬ 
rect  name.  Instead,  they  must 
say  a  “Bank  One  boomer".  . 

It  remains  to  be  seen  wheth¬ 
er  this  expression  finds  cur¬ 
rency  outside  foe  world  of 
official  announcers,  but  it  is  a 
frightening  prospect  Where 
will  it  all  end?  "All  sorts  of 
confusion  out  there  as  Cbrk  is 


Golf  continues  to  grow  in1 
popularity  as  a  winter  pas¬ 
time,  and  no  doubt  it  mates  a 
pleasant  change  from  playing 
sport  This  seasonal  expansion 
naturally  brings  its  own  range, 
of  commercial  opportunities, 
foe  latest  erf  which  is  a  "noise¬ 
less  golf  shut".  It  is  a  “golf 
wind-shirt"  that  is  supposed  to 
take  the  place  of  that  most 
attractive  ~  of  sporting .  gar¬ 
ments.  the  golf  woolly. 

They  are  marketed  by  Golf 
Day  in  the  United  States  and 
sold  for  a  mere  $110  (£66). 
Their  great  advantage  is  that 
“you  don’t  get  the  swishing 
sound  of  nylon",  according  to 
John  MacGregor,  of  Golf 
Day.  “Golfers  are  a  funny 
breed;  when  you  are  taking 
your  arms  batik,  a  little  noise 
can  distract  you."  2  bqpe  they 
make  them  in  pink,  or  they 
ha  ve  no  chance  of  success. 


13  And  finally,  perhaps  the 
ultimate  commercial  opportu¬ 
nity  a  manufacturer  of  con¬ 
traceptives  in  Sdo  Paulo, 
Brazil,  is  negotiating  with, 
football  dubs  to  issue  its 
products  in  dub  colours. 


BASKETBALL 


Irish  close 
to  makin  g 
critical 


choice 


By  Nicholas  Harung 


IF.  Colin  Irish  felt  unwanted 
and  rejected  after  his  failure  in 
France,  the  despair  could  not 
have  lasted  long.  No  sooner 
had  foe  former  England  inter¬ 
national  returned  home  to 
Eastleigh,  Hampshire,  last 
month,  depressed  after  his 
release  by  Cholet,  than  he 
became  foe  man  in  demand, 
pursued  by  a  cluster  of  Eng¬ 
lish  dutas  all  clamouring  far 
his  signature. 

Whichever  one  of  them 
signs  Irish  might  conceivably 
go  on  to  capture  foe 
Budweiser  League  title.  Or,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  might 
not  The  dilemma  facing  at 
least  three  of  foe  eight  dubs 
contesting  the  most  open 
championship  race  in  history 
is  whether  tire y  can  accommo¬ 
date  a  6ft  6in  forward  who,  at 
35,  is  still  extremely  competi¬ 
tive  and  retains  a  penchant  for 
shooting  three-pointers  when¬ 
ever  he  Is  not  bringing  foe  ball 
down  court. 

Al  Chdet,  Eric  Girard  was 
one  coach  who  obviously  felt 
that  lrifo  could  not  fit  in.  “But 
J. never  felt  I  had  a  chance  to 
play.”  Irish  recalled.  "Pre- 
season  was  the  only  time  he 
gave  me  more  than  a  few 
minutes  mi  court.  Having  ten 
-or  15  minutes,  which  is  the 
most  I  ever1  got  a  game,  is  not 
for  me. 

:  "I  can’t  figure  it  put  because 
they  were  that  keen  to  sign  me 
in  the  first  place  that  they 
made  sure  I  did  so  before 
leaving,  when  I  went  there  to 
try  out  before  the  season.  But 
in  the  end  it  didn't  work,  forme 
and  it  didn't  work  out  for 
them.” 

Irish*  unhappy  french  ex¬ 
perience  is  unlikely  to  deter 
anyone  this  side  of  the  Chan¬ 
nel.  Derby  Storm  invited  him 
up  to  watch  them  last  weekend 


p 

Chaster. _ —  16 

BfcmughBni-.  18 
Laopawlt  13 
London  T_j._  13 
NamawOB.—  13 

Sheffield - 15 

Oartjy— ' _ '18 

Manchester—  15 
Latoatear—  15 
ThamaaVafey  14 
Crystal  Pataca  15 
Worthing — -  16 
Heme!  and  Wat  15 


.W  L  F  A  Pta 
11  5  1410  1314  'Xt 
10  6  1317  1253  20 
10  .3  1252  1132  20 
10  3  1116  960  20 
10  31189  1124  20 
10  ,  5  1ZB4  1T2B  20 
9  9  1548  1567-  13 
8  5  1203  1140  16 
7  :  8  1268  1240  .14 
.5  9  1289  1319  IQ 
3  12  1119  1274  8 

3.13 12581438  6 

0  15  1241  1589  0 


and  among  those  ,dubs  who 
have  already  sounded him  out 
are  three  ofhdrs^with  title 
aspirations  —  Birmingham 
Bullets,  Newcastle  Eagles  and 
Manchester  Giante.-Thames 
Valley  Tigers  and;  Hemet 
Hempstead  Royals,  vfoq  are  at 
foe  wrong  end  of  foe  table, 
have  also  expressed  then- 
interest  - 

“I’d  had  no  problem  adjust¬ 
ing  id  being  sixth  mart,’*  Irish 
said,  “but  Tm  still  .not  sure 
what  I’m  going  to  do.  It's  not 
about  money  or  the  best  offer 
but  about  what's  best  for  me 
and  my  family. .  I’ll  probably 
make  up  my  mind  when  I  go 
bade  to  France  this  week¬ 
end  to  tie  up  a  few.  loose 
ends.” 

About  the  only  club  Irish. 

wfil  not  consider  is  the  ipne  he 

left,  amid  much  'rancour,  to 
sign  .far "  Chalet.  Worthing 
Bears,  for  whoim  ht  excelled 
foree_  times  in  Wembley  play¬ 
off  triumphs,  were  taken  to 
court  by  their  fbrmer  player- 
ooacb  last  summer -in  a  bitter 
dispute  over  money. 

Irish,  who  won.  foe  ■■case, 
said-.  *7  w?ait  ‘through :  too 
much  to  go  bade  thereTWh&C 
.they  did  was  wnwg.-'^Tiere 
were  no  winners  and  losers 
and  I  was  stilT-left  with -foe- 
legal  fees."  ,  .. 

Mark  Harvey, -  another  for¬ 
mer  England :  interiiational, 
parted  company  yesterday 
with  Sheffield  Sharks,  who 
relinquished  their  position  as 
joint  league  leaders,  last 
week  when  Chester  Jets 
established  an  outright  lead 
of  two  points  over  five  otter 
dubs.  - 

In  .  his  place,  foe  Sharks  , 
have  signed  Isaac  Morgan,  a 
product  of  Fairleigh  Dickin¬ 
son  College  in  New  Jersey*, 
■who  has.  been  averaging  20 
points  a  game  for  Beilina  in 

the  Irish'  Superleague- 
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Oman  of  substance  taking  no  chances  this  time 

CLUTF.  mabac  -  -  -«  -f  - 


RADQJfFE  makes  a 
P? xaost  things  she 


ie&  Britain's  No]  -woraan  ctdss- 

cmin&y  nziinayand  one  of  the  best 
Jgjgj™ -..of  sports  injuries  am} 

GjV®  the-  difficulties  JJaddiflfe 
tas  had  to  overcome,  ft  is  a  wonder 
see  nas  achieved  astnnrK 


.  of, the  Atlanta^ Games:  Had  she 
.^uoyed  a  fotL.  uninhlhitt^:  txuad- 
.  up-to  Aflartta,*!*' nfighrhaw  won 
■  ia.medak.insfi*aiinf  fmishmo  fifth 


•  WfrSepang  cross  counfty  in 
-Xffiiiftr&ourg  tast.'winscr.  Raddiffe 


Pavtd  PoweU  on  Paula  Raddiffe’s  build-up 
.  jo  the  world  cross-country  championships 


v81™*  in  the  wood.  One  thing  led  to' 
■-  another  fiftof  pdyfe  figrt  ban*, 
string^:  damaged  shinbone.  She 


bit  -of  crammin 
the  exam,  "Rad 


Negura.  the  European  champion, 
from  Romania,  she  is  taking 


1 1  r.  i-'Ti  i  7Tf, 


Whan  form  arrives  late  in  the  '  another  step  down  toe  path  that  she 
season,  it  leaves  lam  too,  and  hopes  will  lead  to  a  world  medal  in 
Sackffifc  woo  the  New  York  City  Turin  in  March,  Through  her 


eighteenth  in  the  world  cross¬ 
country  championships,  “ff  is  cfis- 


..uumj 

South™ 
Durham 
suseeste 


.‘I  >  j  ill; f  steQE^HiM 


disappomted  at  the  way- the  four 
years  have  gone."  Raddife  said  ' 
^RadcfifehasreaSSv^md- 

Otympic.  finals,  hut  -  her  finesr 
achievement  so  far  ‘wasbreakme 


| T*  1 1 


was*;witft_ 

■timetable^ 


She  will  miss  the  trial,  preferring  to 
train  at  altitude  in  Albuquerque, 
away  from  Britain's  cold  weather, 
hard  ground,  and  winter  illnesses. 
“I  am  goingto  get  it  right  this  year,* 
she  said. 

Raddiffe,  23.  learnt  to  overcome 
adversity  at  an  early  age.  She  is 
anaemic  and  suffers  from  exerdse- 
induced  asthma.  "Because  of  my 


pnTiWvTrnr^ 


|§HBgg|§ 


occupy  her  mind  and,  fluent  m 
French  and  German,  she  has 
applied  ip  agencies  for  translation 
work.  “You  cannot  train  24  hours  a 
day  and,  if  1  did  nor  have  anything 
else  so  do,  1  would  get  too  caught  up 
in  running."  she  said. 

Raddiflfe’s  boyfriend  is  Curtis 
Robb,  the  800  metres  runner, 
whose  father  placed  lone-term  bets 
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Raddiffe:  injury-prone 
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Ebdon:  semi-final  {dace  . 

two  months  agot'.dnw  great 
satisfaction  -Jfrum.  the  riwuH, 

•  Higgins  was.  “ disgusted *  over 
the  recurrence  of  an  inability  ' 
to  “put  opponents  away**. - 
It  is  the  fourth  time  in  less 
than  a  year  that -Higgins  has 
•  allowed  the  prospect  of  virtu¬ 
ally  inevitable  victory  to  evap¬ 
orate.  Most  notably,  he  Iost.9-S 
to  Nigel  Bond  in  the  British 
Open  final,  after  Bond  had 
required  a  snooker  'in  the 
deciding  frame;  and  13-12  to 
Ronnie  O'Sullivan  in  the  last 
eight  of  the  worid  champion- 
^ship  after  a  missed  jMrik, 
V  which  would  have  given  him  a 
13-11  success. 

Add  to  that;  a  6-5  semi-final 
defeat  by  Baer  Ebdon  in  the 
.  semi-finals  of  the  . Regal  Scot- 

tish  Masters  this  season,  from 

a  position  of  twemp  with  three 
to  play,  and  Higgins^  self- 


hefieves  that 


,  four  consecutive 
Christmas  haw  nifi^S^SS'ia; 
better-ptoyer.  *  '  ' j;  :;:A  - 

“F^prhaps  hY  unfefr  rtj  dy.f 
was  crahplatifenCfbtrf^ 
ly  wasnTwraking  as  hard  on 
my  game_  as  I  should  hare,*? 

.  Ebdon.  who  compiled  breaks 
of  45,  47.  J20,  and  46>.  saad. 
“Getting  ^Kateur,  so  !aften,  so. 
eariy  was  a'  ^usl  '^iarp  shodc 
treatment ;  becaue»  i  gdf.sb; 

'  annoyed  wi&_  niys«it  _That^ 

.  why,  in  terms  or  riedrcatibai 
‘  and-  commitment ■,  rve  >'  got  a 
.  new  lease  of  life." .  k ;. 

'  Ebdon,  whose  orfy  amces- 
'sion  zo  ah  increased -prance 
schedule  was  a  snooker-free 
Christinas  Day,  will  ;fece 
CTSullivan,  thetitieTiolddr,  or 
Parrott  this  afternoon. in  an- 
attempt  to  figure  in  the  final: 
ttHiicnrrow.  •.  :  * 

Both  McManus,  pfaying  on 
behalf  of  the  Rainbow  Trust, 
Mid  Ebdon,  representing  the 
Carert  National  Association, 
earned  a  guaranteed  £ 15,000 
donation  for  their  respective 
charities.  They  are  also  each 
sure  to  collect  £12^500  for 
themselves.  •■  : . 


iir~ 


|  jjLJ  J,*d 


r~4  "•  >■  .-YfiS 

Me,  "»  •  .  .* 

/W  *r-*r  -  fc. 


BUfeV.  _ 

0*-  * 


Lasse  Ottesen,  of  Norway,  ianndres  himself  toward  a  spectacular  mountain  vista  as  he  practises  for  the  third 
ixmnd  ofthe  fburhifls  ad  jump  tournament  which  starts  in  Innsbruck  today.  Photograph:  Michael  Leckel 

Panzanini  makes  light  of  victory 


BrGORSPORTS  StAJFF 

-SABINA  PANZANINI  seemed  her  sec¬ 
ond  victory  of  the  Worid  Cup  season  in 
Maribar,  Slovenia,  yesterday  and  attrib¬ 
uted  her  success .  to  weight  loss. 
Panzanini.  who  led  an  Italian  one-two  in 
the  giant  slalom,  underwent  treatment  at 
a  dime  in  the  summer  after  doctors  told 
her  that  recurring  hack  problems  were 
causedl^beihgovcrwdght 
Panzanini.  24,  who  won  in  Park  City, 
Utah,  in  November,  produced  the  quick¬ 
est  second  run  to.  improve  on  a  find-leg 
fifth  place  for  a .whining  aggregate  time 
of  2mm  34.745CC.  Deborah  Coropagnoni. 
the  Olympic  and  world  champion  who 
was  leading  after  the  first  run,  shared 
.second  place  with  Anita  Wacbfier,  of: 
Austria*  m  234.82. 


“It  was  nerve-racking  to  be  standing  in 
toe  finish  area,  watching  Debbie  come 
down."  Panzanini,  who  has  often  been 
overshadowed  by  her  compatriot,  said. 
“It  was  a  great  battle  but  I  think  Debbie 
.can  win  here  loramorrow,"  Panzanini 
said  of  Campagnofti,  who  captured  her 
maiden  slalom  victory  in  Semmering. 
Austria.  last  weekend  and  is  one  of  the 
favourites  for  the  slalom  in  Maribor 
today. 

Panzanini  slimmed  down  to  around 
9st  121b.  losing  111b  during  the  summer, 
and  has  found  a  marked  improvement  In 
her  form.  "I.  especially  managed  to 
improve  my  performance  in  the  flatter 
parts  of  the  slope  where  1  used  to 
previously  lose  so  much  time;"  she  said 
yesterday. 

Pemilla  Wvberg,  of  Sweden,  retained 


HOCKEY 


inTBmjTu 


of  success  on  young 


DON  HICKS,  the  managerof ' 
file  Australian  team,  is  confi¬ 
dent  of  success  at  the  DTZ 
Midlands  international  in¬ 
door  tournament  to  be  played 
today  and  tomorrow  at  Wtyre 
Forest  GJades  Arena,  Kidder¬ 
minster,:  and.’-  Fenfisweu 
c  sports  Centre,  Worcester. 
r  "Having won  the  world 
team  (tea:  at  Glasgow  in 
1991  we  have- a  rtqwtation  to 
maintain  and  must  have,  an 
expectation  of  winning  here," 
Hicks.sakL  •  • 

.  -  The  Australians,  who  are 
playing  as  Canberra,  have  • 
brtai^it  four  members  eff  the  - 
winning  side  irr  1991,  Calvin 
Booh.  Grant  Mapp»  Anthony 

ifotter  and  Anaiw  Janes. 
“Though  the  ages  range  from. 
:22;tb:31.  pwrafl  wrhav^a: 
rafrfy  young  but  aperienced 
.  side,"  Hicks  said. 


By  Sydney  Fwskin  -  :*"r :  . ; 

anagerof  :-.1teUruted  Safes ajerrare- 

,  is  confi-  -  sented  by  a  team  called  New. 
the  DTZ  York,  although.anly. seven  of 
dnal  in-  the. squad  of  ten-are  Amai* 
be  dayed  cans,  including.  Steve 
.  st  Wvre  Dainefsen,  a  member  of  the 
l,  Kidder-  OlynifHC.  outdoor  team  at  At 

trdiswefl  larrta.  '  V  ,  ,  „ 

•gter.  .  The  Sccrttish  challenge  is 
he  world  represented  by  Marray  lmp- 
bpdW  in  erial  Metals-and  GapercailJes, 
SSon  to  the  .Scottish  national  team, 
have  an  Other  contends,  from  *  the 
m  here,"  Item®  countiiK  are  Swansea, 

.  the  Wdsh  indom- diampuffls, 

who  are  Rirford  Ti&rs,  vhb  y***#* 

ra,  bare--. wixuws  >st^  &**> 
srs  of  the  -  Loughtamans.  StAlbans.  East 
L  Calvin  Gi^sfead.  Stoaprai,^,™^ 
Anthony  brands,  Beeston  *id  Iddder- 
?  Janes,  minster.  Barfard^  TTgera, 
nte  from  however,  are  handte»IW  by 
.^ve  a:  the- loss  of  Amaqit  D^oc- 
ienencai  who  is  out  dffaaion  witir  a 
’  brokfcn  band. 


the  lead  in  the  overall  Worid  Cup 
standings  with  618  points  —  ahead  of  the 
title-holder.  Katja  S eizinger.  of  Germany, 
on  534  —  despite  finishing  a  poor  25th. 
Wiberg,  who  was  winner  of  the  first  of 
back-to-back  slaloms  in  Semmering,  is 
banking  on  performing  better  in  the 
slalom  today. 

Even  so.  she  impressed  with  a  fluid 
second  run  to  improve  from  a  first  leg 
fourteenth  place  to  overall  sixth.  The 
24-yeai>old  German  is  tied  with 
Panzanini  in  the  giant  slalom  standings 
on  200  points  after  three  races. 

In  Innsbruck  yesterday,  practice  for 
toe  thud  station  of  toe  four-hills  ski 
jumping  tour  got  underway.  Andreas 
Goldberger,  of  Austria,  shares  the  lead 
with  Primoz  Peterka,  of  Slovenia,  after 
two  rounds. 


BmtsO&ei  lEm oft  U  M  Clave  (Susssi) 
9-1. 8-0  9-2;  G  Schsdbajer  (Aussna) «  N 
Duka  (Wales!  90.  9-5.  2-9.  9-5.  Stemsul 
(Slam  Khen  (PaW  bt  A  Hofcfereogef  &HS] 
9-a.  93. 9  7:  L  jemiK*  (Essa.!W  H  Kaoud 
{MttJesao  9-3.  fl-6.  94:  A  Sfecnscn 
[YcrichireJ  bt  i  Czaska  (Austnal  7-9.  S-5. 
90,  9-3-  Oog  Beng  Hee  (Uabysio)  bt  I 
(Duffiam  and  Ctevetandl  9-Z,  4-3. 
90,  90;  O  Tuorrinan  (Fn)  b!  R 
BM8Wftflfya  flnrtai  IM.  3-1.  9-0,  94:  J 
Russefl  (Kent)  bt  M  Oea  (Egypri  9-2.  9-2. 
9-2;  J  Aho  (Fn)  m  P  Hornsby  iUncolnshliE) 
1  -9, 3-7. 3-9. 9-7, 96;  A  Shabano  (Egypt)  bt 
T  Nhncnald  |Fm)  9-0, 94. 95 


SUPERLEASUS  aw  4  ShdBeld  5. 
Brat^eeasingawea  _ 

NATIONAL  t£A Sc  4 

Boston  5  PT),  Nw  Jersey  l  Pfltsbugh  6: 
NT  RanfiWs  4  W  WandHS  3;  Cttojpp  g 
Phoenot  4;  St  Louis  a  Montreal  2  (uT), 
Colorado  3  Canary  Z  Vanecurer  4  Loa 
Anaeiaa  2,  San  Joss  I  Pnfadebtea  4. 


SKIING; 


Rgrr  BA  YANKL,  Gartnuiy;  Worid  Cup 
Nonfe  combhad  team  sprint  fader  two 
hn£  end  iSkm  crass  counfiy):  1.  H 
SEmfcen  and  J  Mentte  2lft5p»  h 

I?®®,  55rrtn  1 5sec  ertxa^aurtry  rine  2, 
B  V*  and  H  Shard  ffta)  224 B, 
a.flwc  baric  3.  C  Brel®  and  M  SBcher 


BlRMMSKAM:  tivwpool  VteMa  cferty 
chelongs:  Find  round  (England  UTdBSS 
statetQ-  A  McManus  /Scot)  Bt  D  Morgan 
l¥fetes)  5-1;  K  Doherty  (fcel  bt  S  Danis  W;  J 
Pan*  U  J  Write  92  Qureter-Onax  P 
Ebdon  IX  OoOerty  5-2;  McManus  u  J 
How®  (Scot)  5-4. 
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Cardiff 

value 

Hodge’s 

help 

By  Norman  de  Mesquita 

KEN  HODGE,  whose  arrival 
in  Cardiff  at  the  end  of 
October  coincided  with  the 
Devils'  improvement  in  form, 
has  been  one  of  their  most 
successful  players,  scoring  at 
least  a  goal  or  an  assist  in  15  of 
his  first  16  games  for  the  dub. 
On  the  face  of  it  he  is  much 
like  any  other  imported  Cana¬ 
dian,  but  he  does  have  special 
connections  with  this  country. 

His  father,  Ken  Hodge  Sr. 
spent  14  years  in  the  National 
Hockey  League  and  was  that 
rarity  in  a  successful  NHL 
player,  British  bom.  Young 
Hod^e  belies  his  transatlantic 
upbringing  when  he  says: 
“My  father  was  horn  in 
Birmingham,  England,"  with 
the  emphasis  on  the  ham, 
which  makes  it  sound  as 
though  it  is  a  recent  transplant 
from  Alabama. 

When  the  crowded 
Superleague  schedule  allows, 
Hodge  hopes  to  visit  his 
grandmother,  who  still  lives  in 
Birmingham  and  whom  he 
has  not  seen  for  some  15  years. 
He  is  looking  forward  to 
getting  acquainted  again. 

Like  most  of  the  Canadians 
who  are  playing  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  Hodge  was  something  of  a 
disappointment  at  the  highest 
level  in  North  America,  al¬ 
though  one  has  to  ask  if  trying 
to  make  it  in  Boston,  where  his 
father  had  done  particularly 
well,  put  extra  pressure  on 
him. 

“The  only  pressure  that  I 
ever  felt  was  the  pressure  that 
I  put  on  myself,  when  I  was 
not  performing,  not  doing 
what  1  thought  I  was  capable 
of  doing."  Hodge  said.  “But.  of 
course,  there  are  always  going 
to  be  comparisons  about  who 
my  father  was.  He  had  14 
great  years  in  the  NHL,  but 
the  pressure  1  had  was  not 
really  caused  by  that" 

Since  he  left  the  NHL, 
young  Hodge  has  been  play¬ 
ing  in  the  International  Hock¬ 
ey  League,  which  is  a  rung  or 
two  below  the  NHL  and.  in 
October,  he  had  a  trial  with  a 
German  dub.  but  it  did  not 
work  out  as  he  had  hoped. 
“Fortunately.  Cardiff  needed  a 
player  to  replace  the  injured 
Randy  Smith,  so  here  I  am." 

What  are  his  impressions  of 
the  Superieague?  "To  be  hon¬ 
est  with  you,  J  did  not  rhink  it 
was  going  to  be  as  good  a 
league  as  it  is.  It  is  certainly 
competitive  —  my  first  three 
games  with  the  Devils  all  went 
to  overtime.  It  is  a  tight- 
checking  league  and  almost 
toe  same  style  as  North  Amer¬ 
ican  hockey."  There  is  no 
doubt  that  toe  Gorman 
league's  loss  is  the  Super¬ 
league's  gain. 


r;  IN  BRIEF 

Ferreira  in 
fine  fettle 
for  final 
assignment 

SOUTH  Africa,  the  No  3 
seeds,  maintained  their  un¬ 
beaten  run  in  the  Hopman 
Cup  mixed  teams’  tennis  event 
in  Perth.  Australia,  with  a  2-1 
victory  over  Romania  yester¬ 
day  to  secure  a  place  in  the 
final  against  United  States. 

Wayne  Ferreira,  the  world 
No  10,  guided  South  Africa 
into  toe  final  today  when  he 
levelled  the  tie  with  a  7-6.  7-6 
victory  over  Adrian  Voinea 
and  then  combined  with 
Amanda  Coetter  to  win  the 
doubles. 

The  South  African  pair  will 
play  Chanda  Rubin  and  Justin 
Gimelstob  in  the  final. 

Winning  crew 

Sailing:  The  Great  Britain 
Paralympic  gold  medal- 
winning  crew  of  Andy 
Cassell,  Tony  Downs  and 
Kevin  Curtis  was  announced 
as  the  BT/YJA  Yachtsmen  of 
the  Year  for  1996  last  night 
The  young  sailor  of  the  year 
award  went  to  Sally  and 
Jessie  Cutobert,  the  twin  sis¬ 
ters,  who  won  their  second 
consecutive  gold  medal  at  toe 
worid  youth  championships 
in  July. 

The  BT/YJA  global  achie¬ 
vement  award  was  claimed  by 
Davi  Dickson,  IS,  of  Austra¬ 
lia,  toe  youngest  person  to 
complete  a  non-stop  single* 
handed  circumnavigation. 

Pot  of  gold 

Golft  Greg  Norman,  Sam 
Torrance,  Hisayuki  Sasaki 
and  Scott  Hoch  meet  this 
weekend  in  a  matchplay 
showdown  for  $1  million  at 
the  finals  of  the  Worid 
Championship  of  Golf  in 
Scottsdale;  Arizona.  Norman 

?lays  Sasaki  and  Hoch  meets 
orrance  in  the  semi-finals 
today. 

No-go  Gatien 

Table  tennis:  Jean-Phflippe 
Gatien.  the  former  world 
champion,  has  pulicd  out  of 
the  English  Table  Tennis 
Open,  starting  at  Kettering 
next  Tuesday.  Gatien  is  rest¬ 
ing  before  an  intense  period 
of  training  in  France  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  toe  world  champion¬ 
ships  next  April  in 
Manchester. 

Sunshine  break 

Hockey:  Reading  and  South- 
gale  are  in  Barcelona,  taking 
part  in  the  Los  Reys  Interna¬ 
tional  tournament,  which  is 
celebrating  its  centenary. 
Reading  play  FC  Barcelona  in 
their  opening  game  today, 
and  Southgate  start  against 
Polo  Barcelona. 


AUSTRIA 

Oberqwgl  40  MO  good  varied  fair  fine  2  26/12 
(Some  exposed  ptsies  hatd-packod,  otherwise  good  sWng) 

Soil  20  60  fair  varied  icy  cloud  1  24/12 

(Some  pistes  good  others  herd  with  lev  parches) 

Sf  Anton  45  ISO  good  moguls  icy  sun  2  23/12 

(Enjoyable  skiing  but  hardfi cy  pal chess  showing) 

FRANCE 

AlpetfHuez  115  260  good  powder  good  cloud  1  2/1 

/ExceBanl  piEte  siding  buf  windy  at  attitude) 

Flame  85  240  good  varied  good  doud  3  2/1 

/Great  siding  everywhere:  milder  wealherj 
Mdribel  65  140  good  varied  laa  line  3  1/1 

(Pteffly  ol  good  swing-  mogul  fields  buik&ng) 

Lb  Ptagna  too  190  good  vaned  good  Lair  2  21\ 

(Greal  aWing  on  firm,  ensp  snow  evwylhinfl  open) 

Val  Thor  ere  160  240  good  crusty  good  snow  3  3/1 

(High  wnxfs  ana  snowfaB  causing  cwfcuft  sfoihgj 

ITALY 

Cervmta  180  360  good  voted  good  doud  0  2/1 


Cervrrta  180  360  good  voted  good  doud  0  2/1 

/Great  skiing  but  friefy  visibility) 

Cortina  70  140  good  powder  good  (air  1  2/1 

{Fresh  snow  al  all  feveter  oulkxkexcetim) 

Urigno  140  240  good  varied  good  sun  5  2/1 

fWbrTcferfuf  stoirig  concfirionG  eveiywiiere,; 

SWITZERLAND 

Murren  03  10)  fair  waned  icy  lohn  0  30/12 

/Mixed  conditions  with  milder  air  but  snow  forecast] 

Veitter  50  100  lair  varied  worn  sun  4  2/1 

(Generally  good,  best  away  from  main  pistes) 

Wengen  35  100  good  vaiikl  lair  doud  1  3CV12 

/High  mnds  a  attitude  piste  skiing  stH  good) 

Zermatt  50  260  good  heavy  fair  fair  1  2/1 

(Some  hish  pistes  wincfclown:  good  snow  avaSabte)  . 


Zola  signals  his  delight  after  poaching  another  goal  for  Chelsea.  Photograph:  Gary  M  Prior  /  ALLS  PORT 
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Sheringham 
injury  adds 
to  Spurs’ 
troubles 

By  David  Mad  dock  and  Russell  Kempson 


AS  PROSPECTS  go.  visiting 
the  FA  Cup  holders  in  the 
third  round  of  the  competition 
is  never  a  particularly  inuring 
one.  For  Tottenham  Hotspur, 
the  statistics  —  and  the  form 
book  for  that  matter  —  suggest 
that  such  an  excursion  tomor¬ 
row  will  be  fairly  futile. 

Manchester  United,  the 
holders,  are  the  undisputed 
masters  of  the  competition 
under  Alex  Ferguson,  their 
manager.  In  ten  years  at  Old 
Trafford,  he  has  dominated 
the  Cup.  winning  it  on  three 
occasions  and  reaching  the 
final  a  fourth  time. 

Worse  for  a  Tottenham  side 
already  seriously  undermined 
by  a  7-1  defeat  at  Newcastle 
United  last  week,  is  the  im¬ 
pressive  statistic  that  Fergu¬ 
son  has  never  failed  at  the  first 
hurdle  in  the  FA  Cup  and  only 
twice  has  he  failed  to  reach  at 
least  the  fifth  round. 

Compounding  matters,  Tot¬ 
tenham's  chances  of  victory 
receded  further  yesterday 
when  Teddy  Sheringham.  the 
England  striker,  damaged  an 
ankle  in  a  collision  with  Espen 
Baardsen.  the  reserve  goal¬ 
keeper.  in  training.  “It  was  a 


CUP 


freak  incident  and  is  a  massive 
blow  for  us.”  Gerry  Francis, 
the  Tottenham  manager,  said. 

“Teddy  went  in  for  a  chall¬ 
enge  with  Espen  and  just 
fumed  the  ankle.  It  didn't  look 
too  bad  at  the  time  but  we've 
had  the  scans  back  and  he's 
out  for  three  weeks.  I  haven't 
got  a  front  line  at  the 
moment” 

Tottenham  are  definitely 
without  Chris  .Armstrong, 
Darren  Anderton.  Gary 
Mabbutt  and  John  Scales. 
Steffen  Iversen  has  a  bad  cold. 
Sol  Campbell  has  an  ankle 
injury  and  Rory  Allen  has  a 
strained  back.  Francis  has 
been  forced  to  draft  Danny 
Hill.  James  Clapham  and  Neil 
Fenn  into  the  squad. 

Ferguson  may  be  more 
intent  on  securing  a  trophy 
with  a  more  exotic  flavour,  the 
European  Cup.  and.  even  on 
the  eve  of  the  competition,  he 
made  it  dear  that  the  FA  Cup 
is  a  poor  third  on  his  list  of 
priorities.  He  did,  though, 
reiterate  a  passion  for  the 
domestic  competition  that  will 
ensure  no  let-up. 

“Most  countries  in  Europe 


Yorkshire 
hand  on 
FA  tiller 

HOWARD  Wilkinson, 
the  former  Leeds  United 
manager,  will  be  ap¬ 
point^  technical  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Football 
Association  on  Monday 
(Russell  Kempson 
writes).  In  this  newly- 
created  post  Wilkinson, 
a  Yorkshireman.  will 
worts  closely  with  Glenn 
Hoddle.  the  England 
coach. 

Wilkinson,  53.  was 
originally  approached 
about  the  job  last  year 
but  rejected  it  in  the 
belief,  ultimately  mistak¬ 
en.  that  his  long-temt 
future  was  still  with 
Leeds.  He  also  felt  that 
he  would  miss  the  day-to- 
day  involvement  of 
working  with  players. 

However,  his  eight- 
year  tenure  at  Eiland 
Road  ended  in  dismissal 
on  September  9.  and  24 
hours  later  George  Gra¬ 
ham.  the  former  Arsenal 
manager  and  a  dose 
friend  replaced  him- 

Wilkinson’s  new  role 
is  an  all-embracing  one. 
His  duties  will  range 
from  overseeing  the 
progress  of  young  play¬ 
ers  at  grass-roots  level  to 
assisting  Hoddle  with 
the  senior  international 
squad. 

Arsene  Wenger,  now 
the  Arsenal  manager. 
Dario  Gradi.  the  long- 
serving  Crewe  Alexan¬ 
dra  manager,  and  Frank 
Dark,  who  took  charge 
of  Manchester  City  this 
week,  were  others  who. 
at  one  time  or  another. 
we&  on  the  FA  shortlist. 


don’t  place  any  emphasis  on 
winning  their  cup.  but  here  it 
is  a  romantic,  historic  compe¬ 
tition,''  he  said.  “The  fact  is 
that  it  will  be  a  major  achieve¬ 
ment  for  us  to  win  any  trophy 
this  season  and.  if  we  lift  the 
FA  Cup.  then  we’ll  be 
delighted.” 

Liverpool,  the  beaten  final¬ 
ists  last  season,  are  the  most 
obvious  threat  to  the  holders. 
They  have  what  appears  a 
straightforward  third-round 
tie  at  home  to  Burnley  made,  if 
seems,  a  little  easier  by  an 
untimely  dispute  in  the  visit¬ 
ing  camp- 

Kurt  Nogan.  the  club's  lead¬ 
ing  goal  scorer,  has  been 
dropped  from  the  squad  after 
demanding  a  25  per  cent  pay 
rise  to  take  his  wages  to  £1.000 
a  week.  "I  have  to  look  at  the 
whole  club  and  I  can't  be 
giving  players  wages  only  a 
few-  first  division  clubs  pay.” 
Adrian  Heath,  the  Burnley 
manager,  said.  “It  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  the  club  that  [  make 
this  stand.” 

Liverpool  will  rest  Robbie 
Fowler,  who  has  been  suffer¬ 
ing  with  an  ankle  problem, 
and  will  also  lose  Neil  Rud¬ 
dock  to  a  hamstring  injury,  ft 
is  not  all  bad  news  for  the 
Anfield  club,  however,  with 
Jamie  Redknapp  only  a  week 
away  from  fitness  after  a 
month  out  with  injury. 

Gareth  Southgate,  die  As¬ 
ton  Villa  centre  back,  will  miss 
the  tie  against  Notts  County 
tomorrow,  if  it  gets  the  go- 
ahead  after  an  early-morning 
pitch  inspection,  but  will  make 
his  comeback  against 
Newcastle  United  in  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership  next  Sat¬ 
urday.  He  has  been  out  since 
the  end  of  November  because 
of  ankle  ligament  damage. 

Southgate  will  have  a 
month  in  which  to  prove  his 
fitness  to  Glenn  Hoddle.  the 
England  coach,  before  die 
group  two  World  Cup  qualify¬ 
ing  game  against  Italy  at 
Wembley  on  February  IZ 

Middlesbrough,  who  play 
Chester  City  this  afternoon, 
have  taken  on  Mirko  Taccola. 
the  Napoli  defender,  for  a  two- 
week  trial.  Taccola.  26,  a 
centre  half,  will  cost  around 
£600,000  if  Bryan  Robson,  the 
Middlesbrough  manager,  de¬ 
cides  to  make  the  move 
permanent. 

“I’ve  seen  him  play  against 
AC  Milan  and  Juventus  this 
season  and  now  I  can  have  a 
closer  look,”  Robson  said.  “He 
is  strong  in  the  air  and  a  good 
man-io-'man  marker.  Hope¬ 
fully.  he  can  play  a  reserve 
game  and  well  monitor  things 
and  see  how  it  goes.” 


Small  wonders  thrive  in  expansive  times 


ROB  HUGHES 


Weekend  View 


What  is  a  man,  and  why.  in 
football,  must  we  consider 
him  genetically  challenged  if 
he  stands  less  than  6ft  tall  and  weighs 
in  at  around  lOst?  At  Chelsea, 
Gianfranco  Zola,  when  he  reaches  his 
foil  height,  can  look  his  player- 
manager.  (baud  Gullit,  in  the  Adam's 
apple.  But  anyone  who  saw  much  of 
the  demanding  Christmas  and  new 
year  programme  would  be  hard 
pushed  to  name  a  more  competitive 
individual,  a  more  influential  match- 
winner,  than  the  5ft  5 in  Sardinian. 

He  stands  equal  to  Juninho  and 
Maradona,  an  inch  taller  than  Aston 
Villa's  5ft  4in  bantam,  Alan  Wright. 
And  all  of  them  would  slightly  dwarf 
Jose  Domingues.  the  Portuguese 
winger  who  played  for  Birmingham 
City  during  the  course  of  the  1994/95 
season. 

One  can  scarcely  recall  a  match  in 
which  Zola  has  failed  to  leave  his 
imprint.  With  each  performance  this 
manikin  lightens  the  soul,  epitomises 
the  essence  of  spectator  sport  in  that  he 
leaves  chose  who  watch  him  a  little 
more  in  love  with  the  game. 

A  special  man,  gifted  in  both  feet,  he 
proves  that  it  is  the  size  of  an  athlete's 
brain  that  counts  and  technique  rather 
than  physique.  He  has  a  wit  too. 
Asked  the  other  day  whether  he  minds 
towing  a  marker  so  dose  that  he  can 
feel  the  opponent’s  breath,  he  smiled 
and  said  in  faltering  English:  “No.  but 
I  prefer  my  wife.” 

And.  pressed  about  the  physical 
intimidation  of  some  English  defend¬ 
ers.  he  responds:  “If  there  is  a  problem 
I  call  for  Mark  Hughes.  1  say:  'Marco, 
come  here!' Then  there  is  no  problem.” 

No  problem  in  the  English  game, 
bur  Italy  discarded  him  when  Parma 
chose  to  say  that  Sene  A  was  getting 
tougher,  that  Zola  lacked  the  physical 
presence  to  withstand  its  demands. 

A  mistake,  methinks.  on  a  par  with 
that  made  by  those  who  predicted  that 
all  Olympic  middle-distance  champi¬ 
ons  would  have  to  be  built  like  Alberto 
Juantorena.  of  Cuba,  a  giant  who 
devoured  the  trad:  with  a  nine-foot 
stride  . . .  until  along  came  injuries 
implicit  in  such  a  body  mass.  And 
along  came  Seb  Coe.  small  and 
slender  and  faster,  to  eclipse 
Juantorena's  times. 

Students  of  English  football  should 
not  be  surprised.  Those  who  coached 
the  long  ball,  who  believed  that  might 
was  right,  overlooked  Alan  Ball,  the 
fiery  redhead  of  the  1966  World  Cup, 
who  had  been  advised  in  his  youth  to 
seek  a  job  at  a  riding  stable.  They 
overlooked  Billy  Bremner,  John  Giles 
and  Bobby  Collins.  the  combative 
minnows  of  Leeds  United,  who  few 
physically  abused. 

And.  as  a  corollary  to  the 
Juantorena-Coe  comparison.  Chelsea 
now  has  in  competition  for  a  forward 
place  Zola  and  Gianhica  Vi  alii.  For  the 


moment  Vialli  has  influenza  and  is 
recuperating  after  a  hamstring  strain. 
Italy,  which  has  an  obsession  with 
measuring  the  heart  rate,  lung  capaci¬ 
ty  and  physiology  of  its  sports  stars, 
deemed  Vialli  the  ultimate  football 
specimen,  on  a  par  with  the  great 
cyclists  of  the  Tour  de  France. 

And  what  happened?  We  have  seen 
his  power,  seen  his  combative  drive 
and  his  extraordinary  scope.  But  also 
he  has  been  lost  to  the  game  for  month 
after  month  because  of  injuries,  a 
persistently  broken  bone  in  the  foot  for 
example,  which  suggest  that  man  was 
never  intended  to  play  football,  with 
all  that  heart  and  strength  and  sinew. 

Taking  up  the  theme.  Dr  Rudy 
Gitiens,  a  Canadian  orthopaedic  sur¬ 
geon.  has  concluded  a  study  for  Fifa 
which  asked  him  to  investigate  wheth¬ 
er  it  is  true  that  footballers,  like  the 
world  population,  are  getting  bigger, 
taller,  heavier. 

“Will  we  indeed  have  to  change  the 
height  of  the  goalposts?  Might  we  even 
have  to  make  the  tunnels  to  the  pitch 


higher?”.  Dr  Gittens  asks  whimsically. 
There  have  been  many  knocking  at 
Fife's  door  asking  for  enlargement  of 
file  goals  in  response  to  the  belief  that 
goalkeepers  are  getting  bigger  and 
goals  becoming  fewer. 

The  doctor  concludes,  after  studying 
the  352  players  of  the  1974  World  Cup, 
and  the  528  who  played  in  the  World 
Cup  of  1994.  that  there  is  an  apparent 
trend  towards  taller  footballers.  But  he 
asks  whether  this  is  because  players 
selected  for  their  countries  are  chosen 
because  the  coaches  deem  size  to  be  so 
important,  rather  than  because  play¬ 
ers  are  naturally  getting  bigger. 

The  study  does,  however,  present 
some  interesting  physical  statistics. 
Brazil’s  chosen  players,  though  led  by 
the  diminutive  strike-force  of  Romano 
and  Bebeto,  players  of  steal*,  and 
quickness  rather  than  force,  increased 
in  height  by  almost  ten  centimetres 
(4in)  in  20  years,  and  expanded  from 
70.9kg  to  765kg  (I2st). 

However,  foe  Latin  players,  both  of 
South  America  and  notably  of  Spain, 


remained  on  the  highest  levels  of  skfli; 
but  markedly  on  the  lowest  for  height 
and  weight  Spaim  averaging  ju  st  oyer; 
5ft  6in  per  man.  nevertheless  : went, 
further  in  1994.  were  far  more  pleasing 
on  the  eye,  titan  the  most  muscular 
team  around,  Norway. 

And.  since  we  talk  so  much  of  the 
physical  attributes  of  the  Germans,  it . 
is  noticeable  that  they  are  in  the  mid- 
section  of  the  height  table,  averaging 
5ft9Vm. 

What  is  noticeable,  in  a  separate 
calibration,  is  that  foe  body  mass, 
assessing  the  true  fitness  of  players, 
has  mcreased  on  afi  continents,  specifi¬ 
cally  among  the  Brazilians. 

So,  with  Europe  tallest  and  heaviest, 
with  North  America,  next,  then  Africa, 
then  Asia  and  finally  South  America, 
the  tables  need  to  be  turned  on  their 
beads  to  acknowledge  that,  Germany 
aside,  it  has  been  Argentina  and 
Brazil,  foe  little  big  people,  dominat¬ 
ing  our  game. 

Keep  on  running.  Gianfranco,  don't 
let  the  doubts  weigh  you  down. 


Hayles  and  pace  no  fun  for  City 


When  they  talk  about 
Hayles  and  pace  in 
the  Vauxhall  Confer¬ 
ence.  it  is  not  usually  funny. 
Defeat  is  never  easy  to  take 
laughing  and  ji  will  come  as 
no  surprise  to  those  who  have 
been  on  the  wrong  end  of 
Barry  Hayles's  speed  and 
finishing  if  he  cracks  a  huge 
joke  at  Birmingham  City's 
expense  today. 

Hayles  spent  two  weeks  on 
trial  at  St  Andrew's  IS  months 
ago  but  was  not  taken  on  and 
returned  to  Stevenage  Bor¬ 
ough.  where  he  wenr  ort  to 
become  the  Conference's  top 
scorer  last  season  and  player 
of  the  year.  He  rerums  in  the 
FA  Cup  third  round  intent  on 
having  foe  last  laugh.  ~I  have 
got  a  point  to  prove  going  back, 
there.”  Hayles  said  this  week. 

The  FA  Cup  needs  Hayles  to 
deliver  his  lines.  The  competi¬ 
tion.  as  reliant  on  the  small 
dubs  supplying  the  romance 
as  il  is  on  foe  big  ones 
reaching  Wembley,  has  not 
had  a  third  round  winner 
from  the  non- League  ranks  in 
either  of  the  pasr  two  seasons. 
Romance?  There  has  nor  even 
been  a  distant  smell  of  roses: 
the  six  minnow  clubs  who 
have  made  foe  last  64  in  that 
time  have  [ailed  to  conjure  a 
goal  between  them. 

’  The  Cup  has  waited  long 
enough  for  its  nexi  non- 
League  FA  Cup  goalscoring 
legend,  six  years  since  Tim 
Buzaglo  recorded  a  hat-trick  in 
Woking'S  4-3  win  away  to 
West  Bromwich  Albion.  The 
Leatherhead  Lip  (Chris  Kelly), 
Ronnie  Radford.  Buzaglo  . . . 
Hayles  next?  Paul  Fairdough. 
the  Stevenage  manager,  gives 
the  impression  that  we  should 
expect  iL  “Hayles  could  play 
premier  division  football 
now.”  Fairriough  insisted. 

Hayles^SP  goals  last  season 
helped  Stevenage  to  the  Con- 


David  Powell  on  the  Stevenage  striker 
with  a  point  to  prove  at  St  Andrew’s 


ference  title.  This  season  he 
has  14.  though  he  spent  most 
of  the  first  two  months  of  the 
season  sidelined  with  injury-. 
“He  has  got  great  body 
strength  and  sucks  players 
in,”  Fairriough  said.  “Once  he 
is  away  you  win  not  catch  him. 
There  are  plenty  of  players 
who  can  knock  the  ball  30 
yards  and  run  after  it,  but 
Hayles  can  run  with  foe  ball, 
which  is  reminiscent  of  what 
George  Best  used  to  do.” 

Stevenage  rejected  a 
£200.000  oner  from  Bristol 
Rovers  for  Hayles  this  season, 
since  when  he  has  signed  a 
two-year  contract.  Only  three 
seasons  ago  he  was  playing  for 
Willesden  Hawkeys?  in  foe 

Spartan  League  and  was  a  left 
back  when  Fairriough  sported 
him.  When  Fairriough  went  to 
watch  Willesden  play,  it  was  to 
see  Phil  Simpson,  now  with 
Barnet,  not  Hayles.  He  signed 
them  both. 

Appropriately  for  a  man  of 


renowned  pace,  Hayles  was 
appearing  regularly  at  the 
Linford  Christie  Stadium,  in 
west  London.  Willesden’s 
home  ground.  “Phil  was  the 
one  catching  the  eye.” 
Fairdough  recalled.  “He  got 
into  our  first  team  much 
quicker  than  Barry  did.  Barry 
came  at  Christmas  and  it  was 
not  until  foe  following  season 
that  he  became  a  feature  in  the 
side.”  Fairdough  was  quick  to 
move  Hayles  forward.  “He 
had  pace,  balance  and  tricks 
up  his  sleeve,  but  most  of  all 
confidence.”  Fairriough  said. 

If  Birmingham  are  nervous, 
it  is  because  they  are  uncom¬ 
fortable  hosting  non-League 
dubs  in  foe  third  round.  In 
1986,  they  lost  at  home  to 
Altrincham;  in  1994  Kidder¬ 
minster  Harriers  beat  them  at 
St  Andrew's.  However,  they 
have  conceded  only  five  goals 
at  home  in  11  first  division 
marches  this  season  and  it  is 
against  such  resilient  defence 


Hayles,  leading  scorer  in  the  Conference  last  season 


that  Hayles  must  measure 
himself. 

Stevenage  are  in  rampant 
form:  six  goals  at  Slough  on 
New  Year’s  Day,  though  only 
one  from  Hayles.  three  against 
Hayes  last  Saturday  in  a 
match  abandoned  at  half¬ 
time.  Stevenage  are  paying  the 
price  of  a  Cup  run  that  started 
in  the  first  qualifying  round. 
They  are  five  games  behind 
Kidderminster  Harriers,  the 
Conference  leaders,  and  have 
15  points  to  catch  up. 

Hayles.  24,  hopes  a  good 
performance  against 
Birmingham  might  lead  to 
interest  from  Premiership  or 
first  division  dubs.  “In  foe  last 
round,  against  Leyton  Orient. 
1  did  not  do  myself  justice,  so 
am  going  out  to  do  that 
against  Birmingham,”  he 
said. 

Fairdough  remembers 
playing  for  Wealdstone 
against  the  Lip.  “We 
remember  him  for  his  predic¬ 
tions  more  than  his  playing 
ability  —  Hayles  is  a  far.  far 
better  player  than  Kelly  was,” 
Fairdough  said.  In  27  years 
involvement  with  non-League 
football.  Fairdough  has  “not 
seen  anybody  better.” 

At  Woking  they  would  ar¬ 
gue  Buzaglo.  Yet,  soon  after 
his  hat-trick  against  West 
Bromwich.  Buzaglo  damaged 
cruciate  ligaments,  was  out  of 
the  game  for  a  year,  lost  hi s 
pace,  and  is  now  bade  where 
he  started;  in  local  football. 
Hayles  hopes  for  better,  echo¬ 
ing  his  manager's  view  that  he 
is  Premiership  standard. 

The  only  guarantee,  how¬ 
ever.  that  a  march-winner 
from  Hayles  at  St  Andrew's 
would  bring  is  a  place  in  the 
fourth  round.  That  and  a 
Gareth  Hale-sized  smile.  How 
the  failed  Birmingham  trialisi 
would  see  the  funny  side. 


Passible  upsets 

NawcwBo  United  Dm  mwef  beaten 
Charlton  AMeHc  n  the  FA  Cup  —  both 
(tares  feve  gone  the  of  the  London- 
ore.  2-1  and  4-0.  Smtarty,  Queans  Park 
ftertgws  tme  news  beaten  Huddersfield 
Town,  at  tha  ihroe  ties,  Rangers'  best  was  a 
draw  but  thw  ware  bearan  the  replay 

Chetaeo  has  only  beaten  Was  t 
Bromwich  AHon  twice  the*  ten  meet¬ 
ings,  wtite  Tottenham  Hotspur  could  prow 
a  stumbling  btocfc  lor  Manchester  United, 
home  tosl  two  ol  tnt*  12  cup  meetings. 

Oiner  tnctw  ties  Indude  NoWndham 
Forest’s  mawt  with  Ipswich  Town,  Wrest 
haw  managed  one  m,  one  draw  and  one 
loss  m  their  prevous  meethgs  and  Htesf 
Ham  United  late  a  precarious  one  wan, 
three  draws  and  one  loss  record  to 
Wrexham 

First-timers 


dorv  Herinestord  Town  v  Yurit  Cty. 
Leicester  Ory  v  Southend  Unfed. 

Swronage  Enough  v  Bmmng^am  C3ty, 
Stoke  Cay  r  Stockport  County  end  W>c- 
orntw  Wanderers  v  BraScrd  C8y. 

How  they  compare 

Home  teem  b  ha  record  egattsr  risftws 

Arsenal  v  Sunderland 

PS.W2.00.L3.F9.A11 

Lea  meeting'  2-1  fmw  round,  1990-91) 

Bsnatey  v  Okffem 

PA  Wi.  Or.  L2.  F4.  AS 

Lost  meeting:  1-2  (thaO-raited  replay. 

199S66) 

Bteekbum  v  Port  veto 
P4,  W2.  Dl,  LI,  RJ.  AS 
last  meewvr.  1-3  (mnHauna  replay. 

Brontterd  v  Manchester  Cay 

P2  WI.  00.  LI.  F4.  A7 

Last  meeting  3.1  (fourth  round.  1988-89] 

Carftde  v  Tranmere 

PZ.VW.  DO.  L2.  FI.  AS 

lad  meeting  VZ^thri  round,  1937-38) 

Rt.  W2.  DO.  U>.  F6.  At 

Last  meeting:  2-1  (third  round.  1947-40 

CJteEsea  v  West  Bromwich 

P10.W2.D4.L4.FI1.A13 

Last  mooing- 1-2  (stab  rcund.  1966-69] 

Crystal  Pataca  v  Leeds 

w.wi.  DO.  L3.  F2.A14 

^meetgj-^-6  (fourth  round,  1S75-75J 

P4  W2.D1.LV  F1Q.A6 

Last  meeting-  2-1  (taurtfwound  nrouy. 

1076-77) 

GWnghan  v  Derby 
P2.W0.D1  L1.F2.A* 

Last  meeting-  1-3  led:  thkd-nuid  re&iay. 
1965-66) 

Liverpool  v  Burnley 

PJ2.  VC.  D4.  L3.  FIJI  A7 

Las!  mealing.  1-0  (fourth-round  replay. 

1994-95] 

Luton  v  Bolton 

P4.  WI.  DO.  L3.F2.A4 

Lwmoewg-  lOUtnrwd.  1972-7® 

ManctmJar  UM  v  Tottenham 

P12.  W2  DS.  L5.  FlS.  A21 

Last  meeting.  CM  (oat;  thrdTOrtd  topfey. 

197-V0OI  v 

Wdtfaabrwrgh  *  Cheater 

PI.  WI,  DO.  LD.  F5,  AZ 

Last  meeV'g-  S2  (Hrd  rani,  196667) 


Nonrich  v  Sheffield  Utd 
P4.W2.cn,  LI.  B&AB 

Last  meetmg:  3-2  (fifth  round.  1988-89) 
NoCBnghom  Forest  v  Ipwrioh 
P3.  Wi.  Dl.  LI.  F8,  A4  . 

Last  meeting:  3-0  (third  route,  1968-66)  ’ 
Notts  County  v  Aston  VBa 
P1Z  W3, 04. 15.  F21.  A 29 
Last  nwtmg.  t>6(tt*d  round.  1961-82) 

pslwvdo, LvrajSr^ 

Las!  meetng-  3-3  (second  round.  1992-93) 
OPR  vHuddsrsMd  . 
P4,W0;DVL5;F1.A12 

rneethg:  1-2  (ttad  round.  1983-64) 


PVWO.DO.LV-ro.AI 
Last  meeting:  0-1  (third  round.  1967-68)  . 
ShoBekJ  Wedneadw1  v  Grimsby 
P1.W1.  D0.UJ.F5>  Al_ 

Last  rmetkig- S-1  OnU  round.  1912-13) 
Otevenege  »  Barriogham 
No  previous  meetings  - 
SrofcevStodcport 
l*>  previous  meetmos.  • 

WabotdvOrford  . 
P2.W0.D1.L1.F2.A3  - 

Last  meeting:  1-2  (tourttvround  reptey. 
1970-71) 

Wolverhampton  v  Portsmouth 

P4.  WZ.QT.  LI.  F9.A7 

Last  meeting:  3-3  flhWround  replay. 

1964-651  . 

Wrexham  v  West  Ham  ' 

PS.W1.Q3.Ll.F4,  A* 

Last  moating:  0-1  (tourttwound  replay. 
1991-32) 

’  Eight  ties  pit  rftrbs  *1.  opposition  lor  the 
first thte. 

Cup  pedigree 

Ararat  wfoners  (QrAMdn  VS*  wtnosre 
(7).  Boroday.  vrinrm  (1):  Bkmbighain: 
srat  Blacwunc  wtenors  (8f;  Bolton: 
umners  Ml:  BteOant  enters  (Tr  Brent¬ 
ford;  stxfo  round:  Bristol  ary:  finer: 
Burnley:  winners  (1):  CaritcSa  fetft  round, 

' Chariton:  winners  pi;  Chsliea.  vrinnan 
ll);  Cheater,  fifth  rauna  Oieeterield:  fifth 
round:  Coventry:  etanors  fl):  Dene:  Sami' 
firofi.  Crystal  Palace  final:  Derby;  tamers 
[1),  Bronore  wmera  C5);  QBnghanc  fifth 
round.  Grimsby:  senti-wtaL  Hadnesfonfc 
Ihnd  round:  Huddersfield:  ndm  (1 
towddc  wfonw*  (1);  Lands:  winners  (j 
Leicester,  finah  Uwrpoob  winnsm  (5., 
Luton;  final:  Manchester  CBy.  wfonera  (4): 
Manchester  Uft*  wfonere  (9);  Mdtflaa- 
brought  stdh  rotnl:  Newcaatts  winners 
Ifl:  twnrich:  Bsmsferat  Notifogham  For- 
est  «*neQ  p):  Nods  County:  wmen  u): 

Oidhtair.  sanr-finai;  Oxford  Utd:  gptn 
round:  fcetortjoroucfi:  round.  Pfym- 

outti:  wri-final:  Port  Vala:  senifail. 
ftjtwnoulh;  winners  (1);  0 TO  to* 

tom  wmere  PJ.  Southend:  fifth  round- 
Ste»*r»ga:  thud  round;  Stockport  fifth 
Kutd;  Stoke:  sanf-finri:  Sunderland, 
winners  (2):  Swindon:  sanMnri:  Totten¬ 
ham:  tainniBs  (B):  Tranmere:  fifth  round: . 
WteBont  to*. Was  Sromwteh  Atom 
wksiers  (5);  West  Ham:  winners  (3): 
Wimbledon;  wmers  (1);  Waiting:  fourth 
lamd:  WoMarharttotorr  wnn  (4):  Wna 
ham:  ssoti  round:  Wyeornbe:  B*d  rotted: 
Yoilc  aemf-flna!. 

(figure  fo  brackets  denotes  nunftsr  or 
times  mr^J 

■t  Julian 
Desborough 


Burnley 
fired  by 
Heath’s » 
Anfield 
success 

By  Peter  Ball 

rHE  week  of  the  third  round 
if  the  FA  Cup  is  traditionally 
greeted  by  managers  and 
players  from  foe  smaller  dubs 
announcing  that,  come  what 
may,  they  are  going  to  enjoy 
their  day  out  at  the  lues  of  Old 
Trafford  and  St  James'  Park. 

No  such  sentiments  at  Turf 
Moor  this  week,  though,  as 
Burnley  prepared  for  their 
visit  to  Anfield  today. 

“I’ve  never  gone  along  with 
this  nonsense  about  'it's  a  day 
out  for  everybody'.*’  Adrian 
Heath,  Burnley's  tyro  manag¬ 
er,  said.  “The  supporters  will 
only  enjoy  their  day  out  if  we 
do  well.  I'm  going  there 
because  I  want  us  to  be 
competitive.—  and  do  well.” 

Liverpool's  home  form  of  , 
late  gives  reason  for  optimism,  #r. 
however,  if  Burnley  can  keep 
their  play  tight  and  frustrate 
Liverpool.  UnHke  his  players 

—  with  five  home-produced 
youngsters  testifying  to  Bunv 
ley's  re-building .  programme . 

—  Heath  has  some  experience 
of  success  at  Anfield  from  his 
days  with  Evertoh. 

“We  had  a  speH  of  about 
four  seasons  when  we  never  ' 
lost  at  Anfield,"  he  said.-. 
'Mind.  1  could  go  there  with  a:  • 
bit  more  confidence  with. 
Evertonfoan  I  can  with  Bum- 
ley.  But  we’ve  got  to  go  there  to 
be  professional  be  difficult  be 
bard  to  break  down. 

“I  know  it's  hard —if  you  go 
here  and  you  concede  earty- 
on.  they  can  make  it  a  long, 
arduous  90  -minutes.  If  they- 
are  on  top  of  yoa,  Liverpool  -  * 
ran  win  by  eight  or  nine.”  .  .  i 
But  even  if  Burnley  get  a  . 
pasting,  there  wifi  be  some  P? 
zonsolation  for  Heath  and  the 
r.OOO  supporters  lucky 
siough  to  get  tickets  before  the ' 
'sold”  signs  went  up  at  Tbrf . 
Moor— the  financial  rewards.. 

‘1  dart  know  how  much  well, 
end  up  with,  but  iiH  be.- 
mough  for  me  to  buy  a  player 
if  I  want  to.  and  that*  a  big 
iifference,”  Heath  said. 

Promotion  rather  than  a  cup 
run  is  Heath's  priority.  Bum- 
ley^  ‘  ground  is  already 
equipped  far  FA  Carling  Pre¬ 
miership  football;  foe  team  isc 
among  the  pack  chasing  pnv 


Heath:  Everton  old  boy 

motion  from  the  Nationwide 
League  secodd  ctivisiao^—  a 
sign  of  the  impact  Heath  has 
rrade  in  his  first  inanagerial 

job.  Last  season,  they  wefe'! 
struggling  against  relegation 
•  for  most  of  the  time-  •  •  •  ' 

“In  an  ideal  world.  I  would” 
have  stayed  at -Sheffield  Uni¬ 
ted  with  Howard  Kendall  for  a 
couple  of  years,”  Heath  said.1 
“I  wouldn’t  have  Idt  foe; any 
other  cdub, '  but  .1  had  a 
fantastic  three  years  here  as  a 
player,  a  great  relationship 
with  the  supporters^  ft’ has 
under-achieved  for  sdme  time,  * 
now,  there  is  a  chance  here,  {f  ^ 
we  are  doing,  wdl  we  would  ™ 
regularly  get  20,000  crowds. 

.  -Irs  a  strange' town  -^you' 
never  see  anybody,  who  supJ 
ports  another  team:  If  you  see. 
a  kid  in  town,  fie -supports 
Burnley,  not  Manchester  Uni¬ 
ted,  Everton-  or  .UYcpool." 
They’ve  all  got  Bumfey  stripy 
on.  We’ve  got  a  terrific,  thrive 
ing  community  :pro^rajun^ . 
foe  dub  is  a  real  focus  forth*--, 
community.  If  we  do  it  oo-lhe 
pitch,  the  rest  will  follow.” .  . 

-  Heath,  . though,  is  discover¬ 
ing  the  realities  of  mamige^ 
mem,  particularly  .as  on#  of  •- 
.foe  *havwwis>  Burnley  are  a 
big  dub  intite  second  ’division, 
and  would  be  in  the  first  hot 
as  Head?  has  already  beconJ®. 
aware,  therti  are-  novv  tsftr 
football  nations.-  with  the  gap 
ever  more  difficult  to  bridge*  V 
i,WeVe  got  to-  get  up  this 
year;  or  net!  year  at  the  latest, 
because  the  longer  you  wait,, 
foe  greater  the  gap  grows,”  he 
said.  “Premiership  dubs  are 
guaranteed  £10.6  ntillitai  nest .  a . 
yean  it  means  Aat  a  diiblfl® 
Coventry,  because  they- wet*' 
in  foe  Premiership  whea  Sky 
came  in,  have  paid  £20  million 
for  players  over  four  years, 

"They  will  have  to  redistrib¬ 
ute  thfenuuii^  better  or  it  will 

end  up  like  Sparrv  where 
know  one  of  two  dubs  is  gong 
to  win  foe  league.”  ‘  : 

That  probabfy,  is  what  foe 
big  Premiership  dubs  would 
like.  This  afternoon,  though, ' 
Burnley  will  do  tteir  best  fp 
cause  the  downfall  of  one 
those  giants.  ,  v  _ 
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mSjiot  stretchiag  theanalo-v 
gy  too  for  to-  take  Leicester’s 
Hdneken  Cup  semi-final  with. 
Toulouse  at  a  freezing  Wexford  “ 
Road  today-:as  a  model  ,*» 
English  rugby:  as  si  anM^-:; 
Rightly  orwrongty.  Lekaster 
have  been  regarded  as  .  a  - 
conservative  dub  in  recent 
years,  just  as  England- have/ 
played  largely  conservative; 
rugby  at  internajkajsd  leyeL  • .  'r 
C&n  the  TTgent  change  their  v 

strjpesrOtn-EhgZand  p^ytfee  > 

fluent,  destructured  .  -rugby 
they  have  talked  abtfer  Jct‘~ 
have  faited  so  &jito^pn)dEaje, 
save  in  limited  natcbes^Ttax 
depends  upon  how  tang  one 
believes  the  process  of  d&gjge 
should  take  but  the  signs -are  - 
there  this  season  foalXdcester 
have  made  distinct  progress  ■ 

.  away  from  the  side  dominated <, 
by  Dean  Richards  and.  Issr- 
combative  pack.  :V 


- .at  the  did 

think  this  game 
change  to  pro-, 
[by,”  Peter 
chief  exec- 

"Ion  of  both 
taken  to  a 
and  the  level  of 
..vifl  *be  not  'fer 
^intetrat^  — 
even-  htgher  than 
have  seen  recentty.’* 
But  at  leas}  did>  officials  no 
iongerperccivev  rimplistically, 
E&Jxipean  r  v-competition  as 
all  domes- 


in* 


French  champitHjs  —  v  ncfi  as 
.  dependent  bn  a  Qamhispetx'. 
tion  by  the  referee,  Jifli  Herr*; '  ; 

-  ing  —  isabornfaxmorefoana 
.  place  in  die,  European  --final,  ; 
delighted  thritgjfr  the  leic^jtef  i 
players  would  be'to  offi^tfaaf 
to  thear  escuhamsuppDTters-lt 
is  about  an  English  side' 
others  had  confidently  expect 
ed  that  side  -fo  be  Bathi.'or  • 

.  perhajs  Harlequins  or  Wasps 
—  coping  with  the' b^st  the 
northern  hemispherectin  offer 
.  r  and  yet  'preservTHgthe  best 
charaoeristics  of  tradtariestic 

game.  _ _ _ 

'  This  assumes  that  the  game,-  - 
4pis  given  the  go-ahead.  Brive,  . 

.  who  host  the  other  semifinal ».  st: 
tomorrow;  against  CartSS, 
found  rain  failing  yesterday 
and  were  confident  die  wea¬ 
ther  .  would  Jbe  no  hari'  by  ;Ti 
comparison  locester  officials- '-'h 
mo united  a  big_ operatibn/m- 
stalling  a  hot-air  baflpan  over 
thefr  {toying  surfed  a*  a  cost .!  %» 
of  £8,000.  - '  V 
Leicester  had  ^jed  .  d»,: 
balloon  /would  be  tin;- place;? 
earlier  But  arip  heid&p  'ib&f; 

.  .effect  of 'two- giant  heaters - 
pumping  one  and  a  qtmtpp*  ft 


and -  his  opposite 
-•a*  .Cardiff,.  Gareth 
jwaheafthydemestic 
and  cop  .stnajure  as 
1  to  European  fug- 
~*en  Cup  is  a 
.. .  a  -  real,  crowd 
_^  ..gnaa  t^evision 
’Davies  said:  "But  we 
domestic  game 
£  Etizope  up  and 


Davies  will  be 
his  team  can 
year's  achieve- 
li  die  European 
they  must  beat 

_ _ _ _ _  foal  hm  played 

Outstanding  nigby  at  home 
......  .......  'i  and  has  AfeinPfinaud  pulling 

PenandirpnllS  strings^  ff  /  da;  tacdoit  strings. 
v "  -  -  'L  &  'h'**  ;  v'-  ‘i-V  •-  iBrive  Kai«  made  changes  to 

f^napmmonals butprjfld:..;  me'lwiek -fivif -forwards  and 
wy  tte'  Best  cfe^  rm  foora  ftM*  the  former 

Rees,  who 

prca?hi8.]ja&|to^j(ai  :-v^B&hrogresseSd  to  the  Ejnerg- 
,t3&^.-»ui-Ariks  XV  cn  the  back  of 
f^irapean  campaign. 

S  Hattwy.  S  Pat^. 

'  S  OkispBC  E  NBnacK  M 
GaBta&nMB,  q  Baity-.  C 


fOWalhoii:  C-Ctfitano,  P : _ 

luerotx.HMlorin.F  BobtR 


r .#4 


j^^macj'BorrtoB  pcottand):  >.•  ’ 

.  iS Fahre, C  Lwwaioiv  D 
S~  Came.  A  Porwud,  P 
.Jau:  0  qnsadoi,  L  Tmvsra.  R 
ill  «m-  dec  Uoctaa.  Ross.  E 
‘Oi  KaMla.'-T  Lobnxnse  or  L 

i,tj  Oonw,  E  Lmu.  . 
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.Wood  is  not  underestimating  the  size  of  Ireland’s  task  against  Italy  at  Lansdowne  Road  this  afternoon 


Wood  takes  Italian  job  seriously 


By  Karl  Johnston 


THE  scene  in  the  Ireland 
team  hotel  after  foe  match 
against  Italy  on  foe  night  of 
May  6,  1995  conjured  up 
images  of  mourning.  ^ The  free¬ 
wheeling  Italians  had  out¬ 
played  foe  ponderous  Irish  to 
foe  lively  tone  of  22-12  in 
Treviso,  scoring  the  only  try  of 
foe  match  in  the  process,  to 
record  their  first  win  over  five- 
natfoos  opposition. 

Ominously,  nine  of  that 
victorious  Italy  ride  waD  again 
face  Ireland  at  Lansdowne 
Road  this  afternoon,  while  a 
tenth  jdayer,  Stefano  Borden, 
came  on  as  a  replacement  in 
Trevisou  The  nine  are  weH 
distributed  throughout  foe 
team  today.  They  are  Paolo . 
Vaxari,  then  at  full  back,  now 
on  the  right  wing.  Marcello 
Cuttita,  Diego  Dominguez 
and  Akssandro  Troncon  at 


half  back.  Massimo  Cuttita. 
Carlo  Oriandi  and  Franco 
Properta  in  the  front  row, 
Julian  Gardner  and  Orazio 
Arancio  in  foe  bade  row. 

Admittedly,  this  is  a  much- 
changed  Ireland  team,  one 
that  indudes  just  five  survi¬ 
vors  from  foot  evening  of 
trauma.  -They  are  Jonathan 
BeQ,  Paul  Burke,  Anthony 
Foley,  Gabriel  Fulcher  and 
Nick  PopplewcIL  But  Kdth 
Wood,  the  Ireland  captain, 
was  yesterday  under  no  illu¬ 
sions  about  foe  challenge  that 
his  ride  will  face  this  after¬ 
noon.  “I  think  Italy  were  a 
little  intimidated  when  they 
played  England  at  Twicken¬ 
ham,  but  they  performed  well 
against  foe  Scots."  he  said. 

“I  don’t  believe  that  they  are 
not  up  to  taking  part  in  an 
extended  five  nations’  champ¬ 
ionship.  The  difference  in 
standards  between  Italy,  Ire¬ 


land,  Scotland  and  Wales  is 
veiy  fine,  and  if  we  underesti¬ 
mate  our  opponents  now,  we 
do  so  ai  our  peril.** 

After  defeat  by  Australia 
last  month,  the  two  changes — 
one  of  them  enforced  because 
of  Jim  Staples’s  injury  — 
might  be  regarded  by  the 
pessimistic  of  heart  as  some¬ 
what  meagre.  The  debut  of 
Eric  Miller  at  open-side  flank¬ 
er  may  be  a  help,  for  he  is 
larger  and  heavier  than  Denis 
McBride,  though  the  latter’s 
experience,  tenacity  and 
speed  to  foe  break-down  ball 
may  well  be  missed. 

Many  observers  believe 
that  the  in-form  Eric  El  wood 
would  be  a  better  bet  at  stand¬ 
off  half  than  Paul  Burke, 
given  the  team’s  attacking 
limitations  in  midfield.  But 
Pat  Whelan,  the  manager, 
yesterday  made  H  dear  that 
Efwaod  was  not  an  option. 


never  mind  his  four-day 
sojourn  with  the  37-man 
squad  in  the  Algarve;  “Burke 
and  David  Humphreys  were 
the  only  outride  halves  in 
contention,”  the  manager 
said. 

BRELAND:  CMP  O'Shea  (London  life!,).  J 
A  Topping  (BaHymeivi.  J  C  Ball  (Nonh- 
sonl.  M - -  "  “  ‘ 


ampton].  M  C  McCaB  (Dungannonl.  D  J 
Crony  fGaiyowen).  P  A  Buto  /Bread}.  S 
C  Mctvor  iGanyouen):  N  J  PopplwH 
piewcasilei.  KSM  Wood  (Harlequins, 
csprami.  P  S  Wallace  (Sararami.  D  S 
Cortety  (BrtsfcO.  G  M  Hjfcfter  (lorwon 
Irtsh).  J  W  Davidson  (London  lnsh|.  ERP 
MAor  ileeesJen.  A  G  Foley  |Sto*onj. 
Rupteoemontv  D  G  Humphreys  (London 
Irish).  N  A  Hogan  (Tefenure  CcwQej,  W  D 
MdBrida  llAjionc-i.  P  S  Johns  /Saracens}. 
P  Ravin  (BaOaock  Cotegei.  AT  H  Ctarke 
(Northampton/. 

ITALY:  J  Partite  (Homa};  P  Vaccarl 
(CaMsenoi.  S  Bordon  (Rcnngo).  A  Stoica 
Mum,  Ma/cete  Cuttta  (MH an},  D 
Domngaez  IMdani,  A  Troncon  iTieviso): 
Moss/mo  CuttSa  (Milan,  esptem}.  C 
Oiisndl  (Mian).  F  Propertzl  (Mian).  J 
Gardner  (Tievtsai.  G  Cnxa  (Milan).  W 
CriaKdoteno  (Tresto).  A  Sgortor  fT  rewisol, 
O  Aranda  (MBari)  Raptocemanb:  A 
Moflcardl  (Treviso),  A  Caataftanl  (Treviso), 
C  CheocMnsto  (TKsnso).  G  Guidi  (L»- 
vomoj.  F  Massanol  (Treviso},  N  Muzucato 
(Padoval 

Ftetmea:  R  Davtaa  (WaleM 


EA-i 


• -t  -  V.-rvi 

By 

^VOLUNTEERS  were  man^tigten 
al  heaters  at  foe  Recreafiori.Grexzuck  a 

If* 


warm  welcome  for  Pienaar 


reacquaint- 
^  ’  deaaibed 


turned  30  this  week,  missed  out  •, 
Saracens  were  farced  to  postpone ^ 
fikture  against  Orrdllast  ;  - 

Despite  subzero  temperahries  aveanm^L~V;i 
Bath  officials  were  hoping  that  their  £50,000  > 
investment  in  pitch  covers  aid  heaters  for  . 
the  Courage  Clubs  ehampionshm  v 


a^nr^It^  xneans  that 
-‘  js-mfons  Paddy  Johns 
*“'r  de  Gfaimlle,  foe 
for-Bafo. 

r  to  qiddst.  liami 

-Bofoam^^re^eved  some  of  his  burden  at 
'being  ]tteT?ou  (rf  a  cricketiDg  icon.  Not  that 
;LrisT  teag^ue  ddiut  at  outride  centre  for  West . 
Harfiepo^  at  hoine  to  Bristol.  ■  is  without 


pressure.  With  the  bottom  four  dubs 
automatically  relegated,  Bristol  and 
Gloucester  are  very  much  part  of  foe 
demotion  equation. 

The  return  of  Robert  Jones,  at  scrum  half, 
after  three  months  is  an  important  boost  for 
Bristol  whose  four  successive  league  defeats 
West  Hartlepool  must  add  to.  Hartlepool, 
unusually,  is  one  of  the  few  frost-free  places 
in  England.  Northampton’s  game  at 
Gloucester  was  an  early  casualty. 

Unlike  Pienaar,  Thierry  lacroix,  Harle- 
qians'  third  French  recruit,  is  guaranteed 
his  debut  tomorrow  against  Wasps,  courte¬ 


sy  of  the  under-sofl  heating  at  Loftus  Road. 
By  inflicting  Harlequins*  fourth  successive 
league  defeat.  Wasps  would  move  two 
points  dear  of  Leicester,  the  leaders  this 
morning  on  goal  difference. 

Lacroix  is  seen  as  foe  solution  to 
Harlequins’  place-kicking  problems.  His 
duel  with  Gareth  Rees,  Wasps’  Canada 
international  who  landed  all  18  points  to 
defeat  Northampton  last  week,  could  be 
decisive.  Va’aiga  Tuigamala,  who  is  poised 
to  see  out  tire  season  with  Wasps,  is  moved 
back  to  centre  from  the  wing,  where  he 
encounters  Gary  Connolly,  his  Wigan 


rugby  league  colleague,  on  his  penultimate 
appearance  for  Harlequins.  Robbie  Paul 
who  returns  to  Bradford  Bulls  after  next 
Saturday's  home  visit  by  Bath,  makes  a  rare 
start  for  Harlequins,  at  full-back. 

Orrell  have  dropped  their  fight  against 
London  Irish  is  postponement  of  their  league 
match  because  they  have  four  players  on 
duty  for  Ireland.  Irish  said  that  Orrell  had 
known  of  the  possibility  since  Monday  and 
that  foe  decision  complied  with  the  RFU 
regulation  permitting  a  club  with  three  or 
more  players  in  any  international  team  to 
call  off  a  domestic  game. 


TENNIS 


Henman  on 
course  to 
reach  first 
tour  final 


By  Our  Sports  Statf 


TIM  HENMAN  is  one  victory 
away  from  his  first  ATP  Tour 
final  after  beating  Magnus 
GustaJsson,  of  Sweden,  6-3, 
7-6  in  rhe  quarter-finals  of  the 
Qatar  Open,  in  Doha 
yesterday. 

He  plays  Hicham  Arazi,  of 
Morocco,  in  foe  semi-finals. 
Arazi  beat  Magnus  Lars  son. 
of  Sweden,  7-6.  7-6  in  his 
quarter-final.  The  other  semi¬ 
final  will  see  Jim  Courier,  of 
the  United  States,  foe  former 
world  No  I.  take  on  Sergi 
Bruguera.  of  Spain. 

Henman  encountered  few' 
problems  in  taking  the  first  set 
against  Gustafsson,  whom  he 
had  beaten  in  straight  sets  on 
his  fine  run  to  the  quarter¬ 
finals  at  Wimbledon  last  year, 
breaking  the  Swede’s  service 
in  the  fourth  game  to  love  with 
some  excellent  ground  strokes. 

The  seventh  game  proved 
the  hardest  of  the  opening  set. 
Henman,  under  severe  pres¬ 
sure  on  his  own  service,  was 
taken  to  deuce,  but  held  his 
nerve  to  move  into  a  5-2  lead 
and  went  cm  to  take  the  set  in 
his  next  service  game. 

Gustafsson,  celebrating  his 
thirtieth  birthday,  continued 
to  improve  in  foe  second  set, 
which  went  to  a  tie-break  as 
Henman,  looking  to  improve 
his  w’orld  ranking  of  29,  lost 
his  fluency. 

The  British  No  1,  who  is  foe 
highest-ranked  player  not 
seeded  for  this  tournament, 
battled  to  keep  his  momentum 
against  foe  No  5  seed  and 
survived  four  break  points  in  a 
long  fourth  game  as  he  strug¬ 
gled  with  his  first  service. 

Henman  eventually  held  his 
service,  but  foe  Swede  refused 
to  concede  defeat,  punishing 
some  loose  play  and  some  ill- 
judged  drop  shots  from  his 
opponent  to  give  himself  three 
set  points  at  b-5.  Henman, 
however,  saved  each  of  them 


ued  his  march  through  the 
Australian  Hardcoun  Cham¬ 
pionships  by  reaching  the 
semi-finals  with  a  6-2,  6-4 
defeat  of  Andrei  Cherkasov,  of 
Russia. 


S*$^FPCTURES 


FQOTBALL 
toe*.  <030  unions  atewd  -> 

Foote  coupon  luatomfclmcfctts 


iKft 


FA  CUp 

Third  round  . 

(tj  AreenoZ  v.Surefertend 
p)  Bamstey  vOUtiam . ....... 

(4)  Blackburn  vPwt  Valla  . — — 

(5)  Brentford  v  Manchester  City  — 

(6)  Cartels  v  Trwmere . : - 

(7)  Cheteea  v  West  Bromwich 

<8)  Chesterfield  v  Bristol  C*y  — ^ 

(-1  Coventry  v  WcMng  — ^ - 

(9)  Crews  v  VWmbtafcn  — 


„P 


.P 


(10)  Crystal  Palace  v  Leeds  . . 

(11)  Gfflngham  v.Oert*  .....L - .... 

j—)  Hadnastad  v  York  - 


(121  Lflcaatar  v  Southend  ,r 
_713)  Liverpool  v  Burnley  — 

W14)  Luton  v  Bolton - - 

-  ’  (15)  Mk&Sekmjgfi  v  Chaster  .... — 
(16$  Norwich  v  ShetWd  UM 
(— )  Nottingham  Rnsl  vtpmfcfa  — 

(17)  Ptwnoutft  v  r-'-- - ~ 

(IS). 


(at  Birmingham  (Sty  FE) 

(21)  Slate  v  Stadputt —.L — — 

(22)  WgHadv Oxford  Utd  .....  - - 

(231 « WoteaftetnplOh  vAatemouth 
QA) -Wrextamv  West  Ham  — 


Nationwide  Loesuo 
Second  CMsfon  .  . 

(2SJ  Bourhsnwcrih  V 
rv 

HWa&aBv 
Third  dtvUpn 

(-4  temttvUnooln — v— , 

(28)  Ntethstripton 

iCadaivSiMXtxxpa 

(tfoncastevRoCMSte  — . 

i Futwnv Swansea; 
HarefodvDarflngtan 
Hud  v  Cofchssftr 
[33  Leytai  Orient  vMwwWd 
(34  W^n  v  Hatepoo) .: - 

Vauxhatl  CorfMMv»  .  %  . 


.  ...P 


M  fiamfaoniuflh  v  Aflrfocftan 
(— >  Ham ax  vBwnsgrova . . 

SHayasvDbver _ — 

KWaing  v  Uoacarrlsb'.  — , 
KWdern*BttevNa*«*eh  — 
Soifinoortv.Baai  . . . . . 

gR^tSSStissa,- 

Scottish  UisjUa 

:  Premier  djuision  ;  .  / 

OS  Aberdw  v  Dui»erm6ne  ... 

mCatOcvUDOymea  , — 

(37)  Dundee  UftivK3rnarooA _ 

08$  Hfoemten  v  Rangers  •. . 

(39)  Raflh  v  Hearts  ... 


L..P 


FWrfWskm  --  .. 

t40)  AWdovGreenock  SAorton  •- — - 
(41)  East  FBs  v  st  Johnstons 

t*S)  Rattle  vCfcdebei* - 

[43)  parttfle  v  a«8ng-.___  — 

WSrWwrnr(3uideth~i...  — — 


GILBERT  LSvGUE  OF  WWSi Cantlfv 
Cwnarthen-Toert  UaruMietedwBangw 

Hte^afate-W  Cereaw  flay  vVfcfahP«it ' 
Ow*rtn  v HWTwni'A,*  -  - 


-TorvHrilaS&tifehC^p" !'  •  '  r“V: 


)fifectanv  LMdgstoh 


jCowderVsB/n  vBon«jf«a«  — 

)  East  Sftlngv  Brora  U-v^^-.T3 
|  PatervAfloa 

[Quswi’ffPark - 

j  Ron 

.v>feftwahT(z 

r-V"  ‘ 


Stranraarv  kwemess 
UAH8I0I  v  Queen  of  Sc^(2.tS 


IRS  L£AeU&  PrwnterdtvMcw , 
v  Sutton  UriKd;  BcmfaenlWtood  v 


— WWI  y  Liiiulg^RnrtteWIP 


asfe'te'TSGSr1'” 


D«N 


Row  and 

v  E0ha m 

_  feriSteert  «terri*ir.^v.  _ _ 

HMser  and  EKsi  vCteahJ^nuaiihM  v 
Horehsm-  Ttted  dH*j«;^*Swse  V 
kt&sf,  CHhbertw ; v  HejKWCtepton  v 
Levies,  Heriow  v  WeatdstorfcwiostxjiY  v 
Hcxhciiun*  Northwsad  «  East 
Trtngv  Ftedwol  Hasttv  *  ' 

DR  UAttratS  LEAOLfe  Pwniar  dhjdbrr 

enwpwntf  8rttf.  NGHWSM  ’V:  Cawtefc 

Merthyr  v  Gtaatey:  Nur»rtai.^*knsfcBt 

Safirtbuy  v  Carablt^a  Oty.^Po«rponei* 
Ashton)  vlta»^ftrtjnivNiiflp«tA9J!  ; 
Ooucatarjv  Porchesterr 
./WwrBfcm;.  HHafOMri  v  ‘  . 

ffing^^vWacaswttjfi&cfoyTny.. 
ChiNk  Mted  rSniare  fflttcn  y 
Max- Gam  Gnr^- 
ttwaon  v  Peas  Ft  Rwvte  T  vBndwa: 
RwWtt*  v  ftioetty.  foenp OnM  D.  * 
totm*  fiotWAsro  v  Cwtv-ajSud  v 
RC  Wantecfc  Sutton.  CcMasrtd  Tram  v 

Duiey  Towrr  VS ^g  y.'toiiiofc 


Southern  tfcitalan:  ta iatereg 

BucttWwn  Ib«n  vaster  forrtK.Erth 
bt«  B^odent  v  Newport  (toW);  Faiarutvi  v 
OerttortForwtGraenvWn^MiBgWBv 
MhwtxMle:  7arMSx  .  Angete  v 
OMxfcrc  TronfandgS  vCtepartir  T«#r. 

V^stcmupw^^vHwspCWellnTaihv 
andHWfYWevReotrv  ..... 
UMBOND  LEAGUE ,  Premier  dMafcn; 
AteeWrv  “ 


ir  Choitey:  Bbott  v  Lowe  ENfVt 
wKn«;^%  CotosmBayvBaEtn; 


ErMSy  v.  WhsfhKfc  ^penrMiW  *  tsn? 
aster.  Postponed: 

SlHte  CsfoaborouETi  V  Wamnymy 

ArfStt  fta  dteUav  Wto  Uhte  v 

Wteitoffpn;  Attwwn  yywawny 

QflM  Aetton  v. 

Cy^tepnrGr^HarteOdiPari^CeBc 

iSc  tov  MUwtt-gsS' 

Tow  wasook  Town  w  ifcrttigaw.  Pa* 
pntf  GMnr  »  Bmdted  Fade  Ayenur,. 
^StUstedv.B^lted®.  • 

WELSH  CUR:  Fourth  re*«tT»09«ponodr. 
MBestogParkvHotywteL  \ 

sffsafSRas fsfe 
JttewsgBJtfc.t 

GbwfttenR  Sa*tob*to»»rt#M.-: 


t*  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 

Premier  dhWont  Dpny  v  UCO  (7301 

Ptootpoowt  Home  fimrt  uSSgo. 

LOMXJH  SPARTAN  LEAGUE:  Premier 


CMNok  BarMnwte  v  St  Mafgaretslxiry: 

Held  r§VCOB  v  Woodtcrd; 


DocMostem  v  Bnmadwm  Res;  HerareK  v 

TteMfloW:  Mr»ton  St  Mwys  »  Amerebten 

.fUslp  Mem  v  Brook  House;  Wsttham 
Abbey  v  Hamgsy. 

COURAGE  COUBWS)  -  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE  Premter  OMNorc  Bedtont  v 

Cow  Cofaham  v  Ash;  Fanhan  v  VHnn 

Sportt  Fetewn  - v  Owrttfen-Casuote; 

GodrimtegandGulctlwd  krAsrtord;  Hortey 
Wlrowv  Chtpstaed:  MWatsen  v  Seno- 
hast  Rapier  FWt  Vets  v  Crertaoh:  waton 
Ctttu4BvHBSdtae;WeEtSeMvNe4ietTB. 

MNERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE 

Premier  dbWorc  Artesoy  v  BtegtesMicle; 

Bgctootwn  ‘  AStMK  v  MfeS  Bar: 
HBipendm  v  Uffitwailh;  MBon  Koynos  v 

BresSra  Speha;  Roystoo  v  Bertord; 

TodrSn^on. v  Londqn  Cnlrwy:  Welwyn 
GadantrLengtard.- 

SCREWBX  DWECf  LEAGUE:  Premier 
cflvialqn:  Berinrel  v  Twerton:  Btdaftrt  v 

Bristol  Manor  Farm;  Sridpod  v  Wcsttwy: 

BtWngton.v  ChetdrSmore  v  Torrinaton: 

Odd  Ocwi  v  Bsmstapfe;.  FWton  R  v 
Cbippanhem;  Xsuraon  v  CsSne.  . 
■JEWSON  BISTOW  COUNTIES  LEAf 

GUE  'Premier  dMstort  Buy  Town  * 

utteodbddgK,  Nerenakat  v  radtelgh  U; 
StoMnadur-V  HenMeh  .  end  Patesmn; 
Tkose  y  MwcfL  Vksbaps  v-faboiow  P 
end  T;  v  CtectaK  Wisbech  v 

-HstetaaL.' . 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE  Ftet  * 
vision;  LynUngun  v  Wknborro  Town; 
Andowr  v  Toft^  BAT  v  Aerestruflures; 

Bocnerton  HeeSl  «  BmcKentent  Christ 

chwdi  v  Cowes  Sports;  Eat  Genas  v 

ftas§afe£  ESflMgh.  v  Boumomouth; 

PortsmDiah  .'  y  Oonntc*r.  Thefcham  v 
wachmir:  ' 

NOTTHBW  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 

Premier  rMdoit  Arm/horpa  ttWtera  v 

.QBSshoUflhtoo  ■:  Weitoo;  -  Arnold  .  v 
UversedoK'  AthfleW  v  nctemg;  Botper 
TflWfi  vN&Bj  FBrriby:*lg9  Tnwvv  Hatam. 

UafitoyMWyOKietlTcun;  Ocsott  Afccn  v 

ThacMM  famxi  Cote  v  MW  Main; 
SdfcyvDer»by,  ShefflaW  vHifiKnsl. 

UMUETSUSSOICOIJNTY  l£AGUB 
christen;  Baetboume  Town  v  AruncW; 

Horsham. YMCA  v  Haflaharr.  Langtwy 


Sports,  v  Hassocta;  Psnham  v  Wwner 
RortSdd  vOetawct):  vThree  BrlelQM, 


_ irOalawort 

WmSTONLEAO  KBfT  LEAGUE:  ftai 

(Mtriorc  Crodoenha  v  RamacplB; 
Fewtrdmv  Chatham.  FW  dMelon  Cup: 
RwrorwtCartorthJiyvTuritisageWota; 
OearBWdrwrfwrcfiimesavSI^GiBW 
Greowech  v  FcAestane  IrMctscHeme  B« 

v  VKx**fch;  Hyrha  v  COrtnihian;  Lordawoo 

v  SheppeK  Themoemaad  «  Cr?t. 
HELLENIC  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMstair. 
t  UrdBd  v  Lamboum  Sport* 
v  Shdrtwooct  Bracwey  *  Nnih 
^jrtanon.»Swirrt»  Supameme; 
v  Banbuy;  Endste/ch  v  Wmond- 

gg^KWfiury.  v,  TufSay,  Wattage  v 

aSdWS  BREWESY  LEAGUE  Pramter 
dMrion;'  Btawech.S'v  Twteeja:  CaWey 
TbwnvWTopftQBteteonwGarnidto 

K^^VtetfiektevBnerfeHIIIT 
OLD  BOVS'  LEAGUE:  premier  dhtotoro 
Cardteal  ttemijS  CffivOtd  Va^genfanaJ' 

Oaprwn  OX  v  Gpm  08:  Laiymcr  06  v  Ott 
MwkMfanK  <x  At nww  v  Od 
iGnpstutenK  OW  igwtlere  .  v  W 
Hwiwtenient. 

ARMJWAN  LEAGU6;  P»*te  tftiWero 
'CutfMtans  .v.  ChotmeiriBn^RirHMre  y 
v  tenchsc 


JNTBttJNK  EXPRESS  ALLIANCE:  Btekert- 

haB  vBrtdnnorth;  Bkaunch  Towi  v  Pershore 

T;  Knyperefay  Vv  Bottwre  St  M.Rnsh^O. 

v  CtaUKMv  SraperhA  v  OUmiy  U; 
Staefcfd  T  V  Rotaster  W  Mid  Pbfia  v 

HWWoyAiNefltoVrawteNIvHriesireenH 

UHLSPORT  UNITED  COUNTIES  LEA- 

GLE  Premier -rfcWw:  Boston  v 

PegrwB  v  Bounre:  Nodramoon  Spencer  v 

KarTpston;  St  Neote  v  Dastwou^i;  Spat- 

ding  v  Ponnrv.  S  end  L  Corby  v  Semterd: 

SttCoW  v  Font  Sfxstv.  Wbotton  vHotoeach. 
Cup:  Second  round:  Otnew  v  St  bos. 
SOUTH  EAST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Fhst 

*Wcre  Postponed:  Arsenal  v  Norwich; 

Chwfton  v  Layton  Orient;  GKngham  v 

Ipswich:  MBwed  v  QtoZaa;  Portsmouth  v 

FiAhwn;  Soudiend  v  West  Ham:  Tottenham 

v  Cambrete  UW;  Waflnrd  v  Oucoro  Parte 

Rangem.  Socnnd  tflvraknv  Postponed: 

Bamef  v  WimWedon.  Boumemoutfi  v 

Sertndon:  OHirfonJ  vTotteriiaiTT;  Bridreon  v 

Oxford  UM;  Bnetnt  City  v  Luton,  Bristol 

Rowan  w  SouBnwnpton;  Reerfing  v  CoL 
ctiesrer,  Wywsrebe  v  Crystal  Palace. 


ponocb  On 
Handrahan 


ENDSLBGH  INSURANCE  MIDLAND 
COMBINATION:  Premier  tMstorc  Post 
David  Uoyd  v  Covenny  Sphim; 
m  Titters  v  Wt*  coster  a, 
v  KenfMtift  Meir  KA  w  Knowte; 
d  SwUto  v  Bfcton  Commundy 
Catoge;  Shriey  v  Mssaey  Ferguson. 
Southern  v  Aaechurotx  Writesboums  » 
Gcieshft  West  Mktond  Fra  Semico  v 
StvOsy  BKL  Cup:  Fourth  round:  Post- 
pmed  Bolehal  S  v  Kings  Heath. 
SUtRNOFF  MSH  LEAGUE  ftomfer  * 
wtetorc  Coleraine  v  Ards;  Crusaders  * 
Gferavm  Gtentoran  «  QOtonwWe. 
Prsrtadown  v  Untold  First  dmston: 
e  v  Omagh:  Bangor  v  BaUymena. 

1  v  Cena*.  Nerey  w  Lame. 

A  JOURNAL  HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE'  Oathnaaxktn  v  Lossiemouth: 
Cove  v  Keah:  Dweronwale  v  Naim  Camty: 
Pones  Mecharwcs  v  Ffaseribungh;  Far 
WItem  w  OrCkie  Thisbe:  Hurtjy  v  FWhes: 
IMcK  Academy  v  EUn. 

SOUTHERN  OLYMPIAN  LEAGUE:  Senior 
one:  Hale  End  Afh  v  Partfietd. 


Nottstnroidi  v  Albertan:  St  Mary's  Cod  v 
SoUhgaKj  Counry.  Whan  w  Oka  Finchtaans. 


.  FOOTBALL 

Kksk-oB  3.0  unfess  s/ateef 


FA  Cup 
Third  round 


Charlton  v  Newcastle  (1.3Q)  . 

EwsrtonvSwandOrt  . . . . 

Manchester  Utd  v  Tottwteam  (4.10) . 


Notts  Couniyv  Aston  vatali2.(fl . . 

Wycombe  y  Bradford  ... - 


Natfonwfos  League 
Third  cflvislon 

Futiam  v  Swansea  ... — . .  P 

tas  LEAGUE:  first  dhifeton:  Marten  v 
AkterdKt  Town. 

LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Inter  Cabta-Tet  v 

FA^Sa^LAGER  NATONAL  LEAGUE: 
Premier  rMttorc  Say  v  Cortt  (Zi^:  St 
PsnWr'sAJhvSheJbaimefB^O), 

UK  LMNG  WOMEN'S  FA  CUP!  Fourth 
round:  Aroma/  v  Barry;  CteJmsftffti  v 
HuddereWd;  Croydon  v  Liverpool;  Gura- 
wood/st  Helens  t  Okeston;  feifieW  v 
Berfchamsted;  Preston. Rercas  vDertwnr, 
Raring  v  Layton  Orient;  Shabome  v 
Fverioa  S&sfrarnpt&i  v  rtNtehowlc  Stock- 
port  v  *  ^  City;  Tcato^wm  v  Coifccr  R; 
Tranmera  v  Wambiey  .Postponed:  Aston 
vae  V  Brighton  and  Howe  Chelsea  v 
MBMfcDoroeEtorvSheUeti  Wed: 
v  Uddeebrougft 

HOCKEV- 


:foswich 


OTZ  MIDLAND  ‘  INDOOR  INTER. 
NATONAL  TOURNAMENT: -Ctetefcatan 
matchea  (a  Kkteomwwter,  930). 
WOMBJISINDOOR  NATIONAL  LEAESLJ6: 
Prarniar  dtwUon:  Cheimstoto,  Hnhtom, 

Sth.  Letesster,  Chon,  Stoogft,  &aon 
Bald  Col  DysW  pmbcb  nhc,  b20) 

FbstteMdOR  Bwdmea,  Canutuy.  Don- 

easier,  -EnSng,  Shrefleu.  Whnbleckn, 
Wokhfl  (at  Loughborouah  UrAniWy.  S3CB. 
Second  dM&R  .A&fc^,  BaOon 
Bmvutlx  Lwerpool,  PofttefeadjfkilXBjvb, 

StAtaro,  SI  AueMI  (at  East  Grtessad  HO, 

WOMENS  INDOOR  CHAMP- 

TONSHP:  Can*!  AtNetlc:  CaritS  InstJaflB, 

Derials.StFagims,  Pontypridd  to:  Unhnr- 

'  o/WatoefioSMS.Cs^f.loa, 

WOPS  CLLffl  MATCHES:  Bfin 
Rhyddtegy  Bowteri.  BrooftanctevOWham; 
Daeskla  v  -CoMyn  tay,  Honhwr  v ' 
Soutoarrtoton- 


RUGBY  UNION 


Hefo^tanCup 

Semi-final 


BrlwvCardffl  {230) . . . 


European  Conference 
SemMinafc 


Bougom  yNarbome  (3.0/ . 

CaBbe&  v  Agen  (2.0) . 


First 

Wiaspsv _ 

(atLohus 


1,30). . 

SRI)  intor-district  champtoretup 
Gtasgcwy  Caledonia 

Sc^ish^BwdBre^Etflrttiugh 

■(at  PflVKter  Pak  Kdso.  3.0).—.... 
WOMENS  INTERNATIONAL  MATCH; 
Eraland  vSjjflm  (at  HeacW^ley.  20). 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 


Quit  matches 

Dewsbury  vBattey - -  , — ...  ..C 

Kafohtey  v  HuddereSeid  (3.0) . 

Ofcfiatn  v  SwMon  . C 

Whtehaven  v  Cafate  [33C5  . . . 


OTHER  SPORT 


NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE'  First 

dNMon:  Atherton  Catenas  v  Mane  Road, 

Chadderton  v  Ross&nebia:  Oorwan  v 

Burscough.  Es&taood  H  v  SaBord.  Qossop 

North  End  v  Traftad,  Hater  Old  Boys  v 

Kiasgroue:  Narrivech  v  Blackpool  Rcrven; 
Penrith  v  VaudvB  DM:  Ptescot  Cables  v  Si 

Helens  Cup:  Second  round:  Bootle  * 

Newcastle  Twim.  Mosstey  v  Catwoe. 
FEDERATION  BREWERY  NORT>£RN 

LEAGUE  Fsstrfiviaton:  ChestetHe-Slrea  v 

CortsatLCiacil'vBadtngron  Terriers.  Gins- 

borough  v  WTscLham.  Lfirrtori  y  B/Sn^ram, 

RTM  Newcastle  v  Souto  Srwkfc.  SKaham 

Red  Star  v  SiocteQn  Swdor  v  Morpeth. 

Tow  Lair  <i  Easrffltorr.  Wast  Auckland  v 

Durham:  Whcby  v  Dunston  Federation 

southern  Amateur  league  Hm 

dtreion:  Carsheton  v  Crouch  End  Vam¬ 

pires,  Cnnl  Service  v  Sotch  Bank.  NaWest 
Bank  v  NorsMiwr:  OfcJ  Aaonsnts  v  Old 

Esthamesans.  Old  Permaenens  v  Roty- 

techrec.  West  Wickham  <r  East  Barnet  OG 

NB:  al  nocHeague  mariws  street  to  pitch 

ns&ectons. 


BASKETBALL:  Budwsaw  League:  Ches¬ 
ter  v  Oiyswl  Palace  f8.l$:  London  v 
LficcardS  (7.0).  Nedonel  Las guK  Afore 

Fta  OMston:  Broton  v  Liverpool  (4.0);. 
Pfymoumv  Wine  1*0)  Second  <fiwrt«n: 

Derby  v  south  Bank  (S£g.  London  v 

Northampton  (4.0).  Swindon  v  Ftntehlre 
H  ffl:  tiernes  Vaaay  v  Aston  (4.0). 

DARTS:  WDC  world  ctompntsfrp  (al 
FWtecfl}.  &rte3s^wtodchampronsNp(M 
FrirrteyGnaan), 

ICE  HOCKEY;  $UMleaauK  Nwcaate  v 
Card#  /BJff;  SetfekF  V  Badngdoke 
(6J30);  Manchester  v  Ayr  (6£);  Bradmtf  v 


i  (In 


LherpoolUctoriaehsray  cheD- 


.  |  . ImjliffUInrifir 

FW  dMBtoro  Reobok  LNcrpoa  C»y  v  KLEA 
Leeds:  Sheffield  Wednesday  v  London 

Ateoiy,  Essex  Astorems  «  ftpinmon; 

Bs&flrta  Ware  City  v  Smote  Free 
Srain^wn:  Loughborough  y  AehcotnlM 
OUkrirird 


HOCKEY 

DTZ  MIDLAND  MOOQfl  INTER¬ 
NATIONAL  TOURNAMENT:  Group  A: 
Canberra  HJl.  KxiOaimkistet.  MfM.  Group 

B:  New  York,  Sa  Albars.  stowpori .  Swansea 

(ai  Wyre  Fue*  LC.  KkktemwsiBf.  03O|. 
Group  C:  Ftaetrandfi,  kartome.  Old 
Lixjqritonians.  Wemet  AC  (Austria)  Group 

D:  Bartard  Tigers  Beeston,  Capercatees 

(Scotend).  East  Gmsfoad  (al  Perdswel 

SC,  Worcesfer.  6  30t 

MEATS  CLUB  MATCHES:  Aktertey  Edge  v 
Bowdorr,  Bndgnonn  -j  Shrewsbury;  Bngg  v 
Cchwvn  Biif.  Bro&UarKfe  v  RAF :  ChehYKtorri 
v  Harieston  Magpcs.  Edptsastw  v 
Biessomfieto;  Hereerd  v  CaiMI  tsca  v 
Bournemojlh.  North  Stalls  v  Hampton. 
Citlofld  Hawfcs  tr  Cfy  at  Ortecf.  S  Banters  ir 
ChestorfieW.  VUhttcfaach  v  West  Sous: 
Yard  u  Bath  Buccaneers 
WOMEN'S  CUJB  MATCHES  Aftenla  v 
WeAngten;  BAC  v  Bath.  Bedford  v  SI 
Atean&  1A:  Burgess  Hdr  v  Epsom:  airy  9 
Edmunds  v  Bump's  Storttarch,  Cambridge 
Cay  V  S  htes;  Colwyn  Bay  v  Timpertey. 
Crouborough  vHaisnam,  testate  v  Rc if. 
Guidord  v  Rover  Cawley,  Harieston  u 
Oersttom,  Kayes  v  Stones;  Hendon  v 
Hemet  Hounskw  v  NPu  Newport  v 
Weston:  OxlGd  Hawte  v  Wycombe  Rye: 
Poniypndri  v  &  Fagare;  Redbnd  v 
Harreilat  Serenoate  v  Wotong;  South- 
otnpan  v  Hawant.  Souihga/E  v  Tedofngton, 
WcArerhampton  v  Hwbome;  Wbnntng  v 
Boqret;  Vac  v  NeWbuy 
EAST  WOMBtfS  CU«S  WDOOT  TOUB- 
NAMJ@(T  (as  Kabey  Kenldge  SC.  Cam- 
bndge.Sig. 

RUfiSY  LEAGUE 

fti*-otf?Ounfcsaste»d 
S3k  Cut  Chafenge  Cup 
Rrst  rouxi 

vEcctes-  . 

een  v  Durham  UnreersBy . 

Oubcriv  Ideal  ABi  - . 

(^eiKfenvHensingham- . 

Sadcfleworth  v  Eltotbofottoh  . 

VlflganS  Judes  vWjpan  fee  Bf .. 

"  mStmrra 


i  Cross  (2.30} 


Wgan  St  Pv  Hatton 
First  round  replay 

Cteytcr  v  NonTianton . 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  LEAGUE 
Premier  dMsttn:  Beueriw  v  vrest  Hull: 
DuCtey  HU  v  Loch  Lena;  Leigh  Steers  v 
Egrantom  (2.30).  Wootetoi  v  Oktoarn  St 
Annet  P-30).  Fist  dMeton:  Thcntiffl  v 
Easimoor.  Vtolriay  Cental  v  Mtem.  Pw«- 
MMd:  Sawow  istana  v  East  Loads; 
BackbrwH  v  Ire*  East  Second  (finstan: 
New  Earcw«iil;fc:toii)t>.  Redhfl  v  She® 
Croc;  York  Aeon  v  Mtford  Postpaid: 
FeeJheroione  Amateres  v  Dewsbury  Mow. 


RUGBY  UNION 
Kk*iXI  230  unless  suaed 
International  match 
Ireland  v  Hah/ 

(at  Lansdowne  Road,  3  01 . 


Hernoken  Cup 

Semi-final 


. P 

(2-tE).. 


..  P 

..  P 
...  .P 
..  .P 
..  .P 


...P 


Uocesier  v  Toulouse  (3.05)  . .  . 

Tour  match 

Neath  v  United  Stales  XV 
(at  Carditt  Arms  Path) 
Gourage^Chte  Championship 

Bath  v Saracens  £15)..-  .  ... 
Gbucesier  v  Northampton  .  .. 

Orrefl  v  London  (nsh  . 

Wea  Hartlepool  v  Bflsiol  (3.0). 

Sceond  division 

Bedtord  v  Blachheath . 

Covenlry  v  Rugtiy . 

London  Scottish  v  Wakefield  . 

Moseley  v  Waterloo . 

Newcastle  v  Nottingham  . .  . 
Rotherham  v  Richmond . 

Thta  eftviston 

E«eforvOUey . 

Harrogate  v  Liverpool  Si  Helens 

Leeds  v  Havant  (30) . 

London  Welsh  v  Fytefi 

Lydhey  v  CRion  . 

Rettexh  v  Mortey . . 

Walsall  v  Ro6Styn  Park  ...  . 

Whariedalev  Reading . 

Fourth  division  north 
arrrungftarTVSoldull  v  Hereford . 

Kendal  v  Aspuiiia . 

LtohtekS  v  wrmmgton  Park  .. 

Manchester  v  Nuneaton . 

Presloo  Gresshoppsrs  v  Sandal 
Stoto-on-Trenl  v  Stourbndge  .... 
Wcroester  v  ShetMd . 

Fourth  drwsfon  soutfr 

Bariong  v  North  Wateham  .  P 

Beny  Httl  v  Tabaid .  P 

HenfeyvWestan-supef^terfl..  .  .  P 

Hls*i  Wycombe  v  Carrteertey . . P 

Metropolflan  Police  v  Cheltenham  . .  P 

Newbury  V  Asteans .  _.P 

Plymouth  v  Chartiwi  Paric  .  p 

SOUTH  WEST;  First  tfiwsten:  Ratnstaplg  v 
SeSsbury.  Bridgwoler  v  Maidenhead: 
Camborne  v  Qouceaer  C®.  Laurweewt  v 
Bntham  Matson  v  Tttrpuay  Stroud  v  St 
Ms. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH  EAST;  Ftot  A- 
vision:  Baangaote  v  Wrabtedcn.  Esher  v 
AtoBwch:  Guhflord  and  Goffidming  v 
Sutfcury;  Old  MW-Whaganairs  v  SutJtn  and 
Epsom;  Old  CbifMans  v  Staines:  Rutin  v 
Southend,  Thwock  v  Harlow 
MIDLANDS;  First  dMstan;  Barkers  Butts  v 
Mansfete;  Belgrave  v  Loghnn  Buzzwd; 
Broad  Street  v  Lcerntngtocr,  Bumn  v 
Hnc«ey,  Camp  m  v  Derby  WBatteteh  v 
Stadwwd  Park:  Whcctajxh  v  StaBwd 
Wohrahumpten  v  Scunthorpe 
ACRTHr  Fmtt  OMtun  aadtoid  aid 
Pa*  BndkngKw,  v 
ryiwdalr.  Brou^tton  Parte  v  Wtes  Park 
BremlwpK  MacdeefeJd  u  Wtoton;  Maw 
Bnghten  v  Stockton;  Wtones  v  HU  loraans. 


. P 

...  .P 

. P 

.  P 

.  -.P 


Welsh  League 
Rrat  cSvisiOri 


Duware  v  Newfcnaoe  _ _ p 

Ebbw  Vale  v  Btfogend  - . ’  p 

UerfoSvTrflflroby .  Zf> 

Pontypridd  v  Newport . P 

SwEsnjea  v  Caerpnily ' . . p 


Second  division 

Abetcynon  v  South  Wales  Pc*ce  .  P 

Bonymaen  v  Abealtory .  p 

Llandovery  v  Poraypool . .  .  .  P 

Carditt  Institute  v  Cross  Keys  .  .  .  .  P 

YWiadgynlais  v  Aheravon . P 

THIRD  DIVISION:  Postponed:  Bute  Walla 
V  Fhraney.  henlig  HB  tf  Tenby  United, 
Naberth  v  Uanhamn.  Penwib  v  Pyle. 
Tonriu  vMentryr.  Tredegar  *  Mouniain  Ash 


SwalecCup 
round 


FUthi 

Blackwood  v  Htrwaun  . 

Tennents  Premiership 
Thfcd  tfivteion 

Peebles  v  Mussetourgh  (2  0)  .  . .  . 

Preston  Lodge  v  SeWrt. . P 

Stewart's  Melville  FP  v  Kilmamock  (20) 
Fourth  division 

Corstorpttrw  v  Gadonlans.  (2.01..  . 
Hfflhead/JOrdanhlll  v  Hadtington  (2  0|  . 

Langholm  v  Glenrothes  (20) . 

CLUB  MATCHES:  Dundee  HSFP  v  toik- 
cakty  12  0).  Glasgow  Acaneiracah  v  Ayr 
(20):  Haiuck  v  West  or  Soxtond  rC  01: 
HetoI's  FP  v  Glasgow  Southern  iSbi 
Metrase  v  Edinburgh  Acadsmicafe  (201. 
Sirtng  County  vWmsonlant  f2.Pl 
SCHOOLS  INTERNATIONAL:  Scotland  v 
Wales  (at  MyrBEKte.  Wmbrogh.  20). 
OTHER  SPORT 

ATHLETICS:  World  cross  country  In®*- 
rational  In  Beffasi/ 

BASKETBALL  Budweissr  Leaguo;  Cryddl 
Palace  v  Leicesret  (7301.  Derby  v  Thernes 
Vafcy  (7.30):  Newcaflle  v  LMtdon  (7  JO), 
WtrtHng  v  Hemel  arte  Warioid  ifiO). 
Na tional  LbaguK  Men:  Fast  Ovtsion:  Buy 
and  Baton  v  Guildford  17.30).  Catiill  v 
Otford  (801.  Cover, fry  v  stoaucm  (?joi, 
Sotent  v  Nottingham  ffl.0);  Westnunaer  v 
Mad  Sussex  (80)  Second  (Svfean:  Bouna- 
fnoutfi  v  South  Wales  (BP):  OtossjMfcn  v 
Slough  (SjOI:  SrSitull  v  Sheffield  (80) 
Womwr  Find  dMsIaat  Crystal  Palace  v 
Sheffield  (5  30l  Women's  National  Tro¬ 
phy:  SartiFfinalK  Doncaster  v  PtyiTaulh 
J4  IB.  Tyne  and  Wear  v  Leic^jlet  IfiO). 
DARTS:  WDC  world  ctumpionshp  (at 
Furttertj  Embassy  world  chamfriiship  laj 
Fnrntey  Green). 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Superteague:  Basangsiote 
v  Newcastle  I630)\  Ca«fi«  v  Ayr  (70). 
Noflmghtim  v  Matchwtei  (6  aoi 
LACROSSE:  Shepherds  Friendly  Society 
League:  Premter  dhrisiorr  Cteedte  Hurtne 
v  Boaidman  and  Ecefos.  Motmupe  v 
Halon  Mersey.  Charie  v  Poyraon;  Wefts 
v  Stadum  Huteieians  v  Timpertey. 
SNOOKER:  Liverpool  Vciona  cTwriy  erialV 
ftiBinnlnghami. 

QWnNQ:  BrtUsh  srwrt-irac*; 
(at  GufltflonJI 
Nafionel  Leegu*:  Men: 
rral  dMsicm:  ReehcL  Lwerpool  City  v 
Leeds:  Malay  Louslum  v  Qo non 
spansMtiatnae.  Pctonte  Ealng  v  Civ  ot 
State:  Sports^  Whrfetete  v  Toofing  Aqufla; 
Wtowk*  Riga  v  Wteaoat 
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to  force  the  tie-break. 

Showing  great  character. 

Henman  raced  to  a  4-1  lead  in 
foe  tie-break  and.  as 

Gustafsson  lost  his  way,  the 

Briton  wrapped  it  up  by  seven 
points  to  force  to  ensure  his 

1 

IS. 

place  in  the  last  four. 

d 

In  Auckland,  Judith  Wies- 

it* 

ner  and  Marion  Maruska 
ensured  an  ail -Austrian  final 

xl 

to  the  New  Zealand  Classic  by 

se 

winning  their  semi-final 

nt 

matches  yesterday.  Wiesner, 

at 

the  second  seed,  overwhelmed 

in 

Elena  Wagner,  of  Germany. 

at 

6 -2.  6-1,  while  Maruska.  a 
qualifier,  bear  Tamarine 

tl- 

Tanasugam.  of  Thailand.  3-6, 

is 

6-3. 6-3  to  reach  her  first  WTA 

s; 

Tour  final. 

ie 

In  Adelaide,  Mikael 

rd 

Tillstrom,  of  Sweden,  contin- 

•’s 

Calls  c»»  49p  per  min  al  all  times 
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How  Raddiffe 
ran  through 
the  pain  barrier 


SPORT 
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RUGBY  UNION  39 

Can  Tigers  change 
their  stripes  for 
visit  of  Toulouse? 


Chicken  farmer’s  hat-trick  in  final  one-day  game  brings  tour  of  Zimbabwe  to  sorry  end 

Brandes  plucks  out  England’s  heart 

JL.  PwomrsiAPHSrsTU  fobsth* /allsport  and  HOWARD  Biinnn 


From  Simon  Wilde  in  Harare 


HARARE  (England  won  toss): 
Zimbabwe  beat  England  ty 
131  runs 

JUST  when  one  thought 
things  could  not  get  any 
worse,  this  happens:  an  Eng¬ 
land  performance  so  shameful 
that  it  achieved  the  impossi¬ 
ble.  making  their  followers 
look  back  with  nostalgia  on 
the  two  earlier  defeats  in  this 
series  of  one-day  internation¬ 
als.  Those  were  both  by  nar¬ 
row  margins:  this  one  at 
Harare  Sports  Club  yesterday 
was  crushing  in  its  magni¬ 
tude.  a  sony  end  to  a  dreadful¬ 
ly  disappointing  six-week 
tour. 

In  some  ways  it  was  an  ail 
too  predictable  conclusion. 
Zimbabwe,  having  already 
won  rheir  first  one-day  series, 
were  relaxed,  confident  and 
adventurous:  England 

showed  few  indications  that 
the  exhortations  of  their  coach. 
David  Lloyd,  about  making 
amends  for  throwing  away  the 
previous  game  had  got  home. 

Not  that  England  did  nor 
have  every  reason  to  win 
yesterday,  as  defeat  ensured 
that  in  five  meetings  with  the 
full  Zimbabwe  side  here  they 
have  not  won  once,  a  stark 
contrast  to  many  predictions 
that  they  would  come  here  and 
inflate  their  reputations. 

Instead.  Lloyd  and  Michael 
Atherton,  the  England  cap¬ 
tain.  while  remaining  deter¬ 
minedly  upbeat,  were  last 
night  forced  to  accept  that 
Zimbabwe  were  indeed  the 


Criticism  mounts . I 

West  Indies  win - 36 

Indians  routed  . . 36 


better  one-day  side,  more  dis¬ 
ciplined  in  every  department 


1 1 ,1Hi 


excuse  that  this  England  team 
was  chosen  with  the  Test 
matches  in  mind  is  unaccept¬ 
able.  As  Lloyd  had  said  only 
the  previous  day.  it  is  one-day 
cricket  that  “pays  the  rem¬ 
and  the  selectors  have  a  duty 
to  the  public  to  select  players 
capable  of  winning  one-day 
matches,  especially  against 
junior  members  of  the 
cricketing  fraternity. 

Cricket  in  Zimbabwe  is  a 
small-time,  largely  amateur, 
affair  and  the  notion  that  their 
players  walked  straight  off 
their  farms  to  rout  England 
only  confirms  the  prejudices  of 
those  who  misguidedly  believe 
they  cannot  play  the  game 
seriously.  So.  sure  enough. 
England's  chief  tormentor  yes¬ 
terday  was  Eddo  Brandes,  33. 
some  time  cricketer  and  full- 
time  Mashonaland  chicken 
farmer,  known  to  his  friends 
as  "Chicken  George".  By  re¬ 
moving  Knight  with  the  last 
ball  of  his  second  over  and 
Crawley  and  Hussain  with  the 
first  and  second  balls  of  his 
third,  he  not  only  accom¬ 
plished  the  first  hat-trick  for 
Zimbabwe  —  and  the  first 
involving  England  —  in  one- 
day  internationals,  bui  also 
effectively  decided  the  match. 

England  were  then  13  for 
three,  chasing  a  daunting  250 
fo  win.  and  although  Stewart 
and  Atherton  added  32  in  ten 
overs  it  was  only  a  temporary' 


reprieve.  Brandes.  bowling 
straight  through,  removed 
them  both  in  successive  overs 
and  when  Streak  quickly  fol¬ 
lowed  up  by  dismissing  Irani 
and  White  before  they  had 
scored,  it  drew  the  memorable 
phrase  from  one  commentator 
that  “there  are  more  ducks  in 
tiiis  English  innings  than  in 
the  average  village  pond". 

That  was  b3  for  seven, 
which  soon  became  77  for 
eight  when  Strang,  the  march- 
winner  on  New  Year’s  Day 
but  not  required  to  turn  his 
arm  over  here  until  most  of  the 
damage  was  done,  baffled 
Gough  into  squirting  a  catch 
to  backward  point  Only  some 
last-resort  hitting  from  Croft 
and  Mullally  saved  England 
horn  beating  their  lowest  total 
in  one-day  cricket  93  all  out 
against  Australia  at  Head- 
ingley  in  1975. 

They  put  on  41  in  eight  overs 
before  Guy  Whittall  knocked 
out  Mullally’s  leg  stump  and 
followed  up  by  having 
Siiverwood  caught  at  ntid-on 
for  the  fifth  nought  of  the 
innings  and  its  third  golden 
duck.  England  had  been  dis¬ 
missed  in  fewer  than  30  overs 
for  1 18  by  4.15pm. 

Of  course,  although  the 
mischievous  will  portray  Eng¬ 
land  as  being  put  to  flight  by  a 
chicken  farmer,  just  as  they 
did  when  Brandes  played  a 
leading  rule  in  Zimbabwe 
beating  them  in  the  World 
Cup  five  years  ago.  the  fact  is 


who  performed  superbly 
yesterday. 

He  stuck  to  an  immaculate 
line,  swung  the  ball  away 
from  the  bat  and  got  it  to 
bounce  awkwardly.  If  the 
balls  that  claimed  the  wickets 
of  Knight  —  who  was  again 
caught  down  the  leg  side  — 
Crawley  and  Stewart  were 
unexceptional,  the  ones  that 
removed  Hussain  and  Ather¬ 
ton  were  magnificent,  leaving 
the  bat  and  drawing  their  prey 
into  the  stroke. 

Hussain,  the  hat-trick 
victim,  was  superbly  held  by 
Andy  Flower  diving  far  to  his 
right,  one  of  five  catches  for 
the  Zimbabwe  wicketkeeper. 
Nor  many  international  sides 
would  have  kept  Brandes  at 
bay  on  the  form  he  showed 
yesterday  and  his  figures  of 
five  for  2S  were  no  more  than 
he  deserved. 

Zimbabwe's  assurance  re¬ 
vealed  itself  most  in  their 
batting.  They  always  looked  to 
be  creative,  used  their  feet  well 
to  make  room  to  play  shots, 
and  set  out  to  target  Croft 
Grant  Flower,  a  stonewalfer  in 
the  Test  matches,  led  the  way 
with  a  brighr  62  from  S7  balls 
and  his  brother,  Andy, 
chipped  in  with  35  from  30 
balls. 

But  the  central  figure  in 
Zimbabwe's  innings  was 
Campbell,  the  captain,  who 
took  his  fourth  half-cenrury  off 
England  on  the  tour.  He  did 
appear  to  enjoy  one  sizeable 
piece  of  good  fortune  early  on. 
however,  when  television  re¬ 
plays  suggested  that  umpire 
Robinson  should  have  given 
him  out  caught  at  the  wicker  in 
Irani's  fi  rst  over.  But  in  view  of 
what  happened  later,  it  proba¬ 
bly  would  not  have  made 
much  difference  if  he  had. 


Emotional  Curcic 
demands  transfer 


By  David  Mad  dock 


SASA  CURCIC.  the  Yugo¬ 
slavia  international,  yester¬ 
day  demanded  a  transfer 
from  Aston  Villa  just  five 
months  after  a  14  million 
move  to  the  club,  fn  an 
emotional  outburst,  the 
Serb  expressed  his  bitter 
regret  at  moving  to  the 
Midlands  dub  and  pleaded 
for  an  immediate  move. 

Curcic  was  trailed  by 
several  dubs  in  the  summer 
after  becoming  unsettled 
when  Bolton  "Wanderers, 
the  club  which  brought  him 
to  England  from  Partisan 
Belgrade  for  E!  _5  million, 
were  relegated  from  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership,  Villa 
won  the  chase,  thanks 
largely  to  the  player's 
friendship  with  their  Serbi¬ 
an  forward.  Sava  Milosevic. 

But  as  Villa  prepare  for 
tomorrow’s  Fa  Cup  third 
round  tie  at  Notts  County 
the  temperamental  Curcic 
has  downed  tools  after 
being  left  on  the  substitutes' 
bench  for  the  last  eight 
matches.  “I  have  thought 


about  this  for  some  time, 
but  now  l  have  made  my 
derision.  1  want  to  leave 
Villa  right  now."  he  said. 

“Leaving  Bolton  and  join¬ 
ing  Aston  Villa  was  the 
biggest  mistake  I  have 
made  in  my  life,  but  it  will 
be  my  last  mistake.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  I  betrayed  the 
Bolton  fans  by  leaving  a 
dub  where  I  was  so  happy. 
I  just  looked  at  the  money 
and  the  glory  of  playing  in 
the  Premiership." 

Brian  Little,  the  Villa 
manager,  protested  no 
knowledge  of  the  player's 
unhappiness.  “This  has 
really  surprised  me  because 
Sasa  has  said  nothing  at  ail 
to  me."  Urrle  said.  "I  will  sit 
down  and  thrash  the  whole 
matter  out,  but  the  player 
cost  us  £4  million.  He  will 
not  be  leaving  for  less  than 
that." 

Arsenal.  Tottenham 
Hotspur  and  Middles¬ 
brough  had  ail  previously 
expressed  an  interest  in  the 
player. 
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Brandes  celebrates  the  dismissal  of  Knight,  caught  down  the  leg  side 
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Crawley  becomes  his  second  victim,  falling  leg-before  first  ball 


Brandes's  hat-trick  is  complete  as  Hussain  looks  back  to  see  Flower  hold  the  catch  at  the  wicket 


England  »wi  loss 

ZIMBABWE 

G  W  Rower  c  MuEally  b  Whits  ,  .  62 
(123mm.  87  balls,  6  touis| 

A  C  Walter  run  out 

lAtherlon.’Stewart)  19 

(53mm,  41  bails.  1  burs) 

•ADA  Campbell  not  out . .  .80 

(I46nwi.  103  bats.  1  srx.  4  (curst 
TA  Rawer  c  Stewart  b  Irani  35 

'37mm.  30  tails.  1  sa.  3  lours] 

CN  Etarec Stewart  b  Gough  ...  1 

14mm,  5  baits) 

G  J  WtMHaB  b  Croft  .  1 

(6mm,  4  balls. J 

D  L  Houghton  c  Stewart  b  MuOaBy  19 
123mm.  22  balls.  2  souk) 

P  A  Strong  run  out  (WhUe/Sterrartl  13 

HZirm.  10  balls.  1  sk,  1  fowl 

Extras  (b  4.  to  5.  w  8.  nb  2) . 19 

Total  (7  w*ts.  50  overs.  ZlOnm)  349 
H  H  Streak.  E  A  Brandes  and  J  A  Fteme 
t£d  noi  bat 


FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-58  (G  W  Rower 
311.2-131  (Campbell  38).  3-181  (Camp- 
beJ  £2/  4-163  (CampbeS  53).  5-190 
iCampOetl  551.  6-220  (Campbell  06). 
7-2M  [Campbell  80) 

BOWLING:  Multeity  10-3-39-1  (w  2  1 
si.,  J  lours.  S-3-23-Q.  2-0-16-1).  Gough 
10-1  -42-1  irb  2  w  2.  2  lours.  4-0-19-0. 
2-0-14-0.  4-1-9-11.  Sitwerwood  5-0-17-0 
I.v2  3  tours:  cm o  spefl)  White  7-0-39-1 
(AT  !.  1  so-  3  lours:  2-0-90.  34V 15-1. 
2-0-1547).  (ram  104V39-1  (w  I:  1  w, 
ore  spell.  Croft  B4V54-1  (2  sixes.  3 
lours.  2-0-17-0.  64V37-1) 

Score  after  15  overs:  56-1. 


N  V  Knight  c  A  Flower  b  Brandes  .  3 

( 1 2mm.  S  baits) 

t  A  J  Stewart  c  A  Rower  b  Brandea  29 
Ifflmrn.  49  balls,  2  tours) 

J  P  Crawtey  Ibw  b  Brandes  .  0 

I4min.  l  ball) 


N  Hussain  c  A  Rower  b  Brandes  .0 
(1mm.  1  baB) 

•M  A  Atherton  c  A  Rower 

b  Brandes  . 18 

Kin.  43  balls.  1  four) 

c  Whites  b  Streak -  .  0 

(iSmin.  6  balls) 

C  White c  A  Flower  b  Streak  .  0. 

M4min.  6  balls) 

R  D  B  Croft  not  out  . . 30 

(61  mm.  37  balls.  1  sot.  1  four) 

D  Gough  c  Streak  b  Strang .  7 

(13mm.  S  bafts.  1  lour) 

A  DMullaSyb  WhittaS . 20 

(31  mm.  23  balls.  1  six.  2  tours)  - 
CEIV  Sffvsmood  c  Evans  b  WKttaB.  0 
(1mm,  1  ban) 

Extras  (w 8.  nD3) . . . 11 

Totaf  (30  ovars,  I48min) . 118 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-9  (Stewart  5). 
2-13  (Stewart  9).  3-13  (Stewart  9).  4-45 
lAmerton  9).  5-54  [Irani  0).  6-55  (WMe 
01.  7-63  (Oott  7).  8-77  (Croft  13),  9-1  IB 
(Croft  30) 


BOWLING  (one  spefl  each);  Brandes 
104V  28-5  (including  hat-trick)  fw  7;  2 
tours),  Rennie  34V 1 14?  (1  feud;  Streak 
10-0-50-2  (nb  3,  w  6:  3  tours);  Strang 
54V18-1  (w1;2sbS3);WTAMJ24V11-2 
(1  tour). 

Score  after  15  overs:  45-4 
Zimbabwe  won  by  131  runs. 

Match  award:  E  A  Brandes  (Adjudi¬ 
cator  J  H  Edrtch). 

Umpires:  10  Robinson  and  R  B  Tiffin. 
Reserve  umpire:  G  Evans.  Referee; 
Hanumant  Smgh  (totfla). 

SERIES  DETAILS 

FIRST  INTERNATIONAL:  Zimbabwe 
won  by  two  wickets  (Bulawayo,  Decem¬ 
ber  15) 

SECOND  INTERNATIONAL;  Zim¬ 
babwe  w on  by  ffve  arts  on  revised 
larget  (Harare.  January  1). 

□  Conyxtedf  by  M  Frtnda# 


FA  CUP  THIRD  ROUND  OUTLOOK 


Blackburn  v  Port  Vole 
Sheffield  Wed  v  Grtmaby 
Chelsea  v  West  Bromwfcn 
Arsenal  v  Sunderland 
Liverpool  y  Bum  Icy 

OPR  v  Huddersfield 
Wolverhampton  v  Portsmouth 
Plymouth  v  Peterborough 
Reading  v  Southampton 
•Chanton  v  Newcastle 
•Wyoombe  v  Bradford 
•Manchester  Utd  v  Tottenham 
•Ererton  v  Swindon 


Wrexham  v  West  Ham 
Middlesbrough  v  Chester 
Nottingham  Fores!  v  Ipswich 
Norwich  v  Sheffield  Ulri 
Carthde  vTrafOTera 
'Notts  County  v  Aston  Villa 
Stevenage  v  Birmingham 
(at  Bemtogbapi) 


Hednesford  r  York  j: 

Barnsley  v  Oldham  ; 

Brentford  v  Manchester  City  | 

GflJIng  ham  v  Derby  {] 

Crewe  v  Wimbledon  {: 

Luton  vBotton 
Chesterfield  v  Bristol  Cfty 
WatJord  v  Oxford 

Crystal  Palace  v  Leeds 

Covenby  v  Woking 
Leicester  v  Southend 
Soke  v  Stockport  ■'? 


•Ptaywg  tomorrow 


.  (no  inspection  planned) 
.  (no  Inspection  planned) 
'  (no  Inspection  planned) 
(no  inspection  planned) 
[no  inspection  planned) 
'  (no  inspection  planned) 
(no  inspection  planned) 
(no  inspection  planned) 
(no  inspection  planned) 
'  (no  Inspection  planned) 
(no  mspecnon  planned) 
(no  inspection  planned) 
(no  inspection  planned) 


?  .  (no  Inspection  planned] 

J  ;  (no  inspection  planned) 
]  (no  Inspection  planned) 
4  ,  (no  inspection  planned] 
J  -  (no  inspection  planned) 
;  (inspection  am  today) 
f  '  (inspection  am  today) 


(new  date  January  13) 
(new  date  January  14) 
(new  date  January  14) 
(new  date  January  14) 
■i  (new  date  January  14) 
.  (new  dale  January  14) 
'■*  (new  date  January  14) 
,  '  (new  date  January  14) 
:■  (new  date  January  14) 
*.  (new  date  January  15) 
-  (now  date  January  is) 
•  (new  date  January  15) 


Sports  wipe-out  grows 
as  Arctic  snap  goes  on 


By  Russell  Kempson 


With  no  sign  of  a  let-up  in  the 
freezing  temperatures,  foot¬ 
ball's  FA  Cup  third  round  goes 
ahead  today  in  a  depleted 
state.  Twelve  of  rhe  scheduled 
32  ties  this  weekend  have  been 
called  off.  with  seven  others 
dependent  on  no  deterioration 
in  the  conditions  overnight. 

Birmingham  City,  who  are 
due  to  play,  non-league 
Stevenage  Borough  this  after¬ 
noon.  have  a  pitch  inspection 
at  St  Andrews  this  morning. 
Notts  County  will  do  similar, 
at  Meadow  Lane,  ahead  of 
their  scheduled  tie  against 
Aston  Villa  tomorrow. 

In  rugby  union.  Leicester's 
Heineken  Cup  semi-final 
against  Toulouse  rested  on  a  9 
o'clock  pitch  inspection  this 
morning,  Representatives  of 
both  clubs,  with  Jim  Fleming, 
the  match  referee,  will  deride 
whether  the  Wdford  Road 
surface  is  too  hazardous. 

Leicester  have  spent  the  past 
48  hours  making  strenuous 
efforts  to  ensure  the  pitch  is 
playable  and,  last  night,  their 
efforts  seemed  to  be  bearing 
fruit.  A  hot-air  balloon  had 


made  a  substantial  difference 
within  six  hours.  The  other 
semi-final,  between  Brive  and 
Cardiff  tomorrow,  goes  ahead 
as  planned. 

Bath  are  also  making  every 
effort  to  play  their  Courage 
Clubs  Championship  first  di¬ 
vision  match  against  Sara¬ 
cens.  who  are  keen  to  give 
Francois  Pienaar,  the  former 
South  Africa  captain,  his  first 
game  since  he  signed  for  the 
dub.  Bath  have  been  using  ten 
industrial  hot-air  blowers  at 
the  Recreation  Ground. 

The  Courage  second  divi¬ 
sion  programme  for  today  has 
been  wiped  out  but  the  third 
.  division  games  at  Leeds  and 
Harrogate  are  still  on.  This 
afternoon's  entire  Welsh  Nat¬ 
ional  League  first  division 
programme  was  cancelled  by 
lunchtime  yesterday. 

Horse  raring  continues  to 
be  badly  hit,  with  Mussel¬ 
burgh  the  sole  surviving  turf 
meeting,  subject  to  a  7.30am 
Inspection.  The  all-weather 
cards  at  ,-Lingfield.  which  is 
being  televised,  and  Wolver¬ 
hampton  go  ahead. 
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Now  On 

Hundreds  of  genuine  Reductions  on 
Bedsteads,  Mattresses  &..Diyanit  '.y: 
Accessory  Furniture  &  exquisite:  Linens, 
many  at  HALF  Price!  ;  \r’ 

JRwfi  our  Empire  RiengtCftiBelaae 


Gotkic  style  Bedstead  m  Had  ]  . 


a  ' 


For  full  details  of  these  and  other  Sale  Items  [ 
contact  our  showrooms  at 

Kings  Itaad,  London  0171  iSi  3593  ‘  ’ 
Timbhdf*  Wtfls  01899515099,  MAct  aupt  $*4*5*: 
Wlhnstow  0162^22392,  Edfobwgh  0131  225  fig)8 

SftwfcKd**  <"3*  437  4717.  0142350306® 

Erin* Surrey  0137 2464828,  Keswick  0176 877 4**1 
tek*  (hr  PetmfieU)  01730894754 

jIimT  So  To  Bed  Studios  at 
MlddMboiough  0164  2230988,  Bath  0122544  4554, 
TUewnnth  0191 261 696ft  Grimsby  01*7  2353251 
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The  best  of 
Italy  from 
Umbria  to 
Tuscany 

travel  - 14-16 


SATURDAY  JANUARY  4  1997 


’s  a  show  I  did  earlier 


TV  cookery 


t  sounds  like  an'  unusual 
p  ■  recipe  for  a  television 
J!  oooK«y  series:ii  cook  who*-; 
JL  has  never  seen  a  cookery 
.  programme  and  a  director  who 
has  never  directed  one-  .When 
my  new  series  was  shewn  in 
the  West  ^Country,:  journalists 

-  were  bemused  What  was  he# 
about  Frances  Bissell' fr  West 
Ctiuntry  KitchenTHbw  did  it  ■ 

*■ differ  from  all  the  other  cookery' 
-programmes,  they  asked  I 

-  don't  know,  was  my  pathetic 
reply,  I  have  never  watched  any  ‘ 
erf  them.  .  We  dont  have  tele-  = 
vision.  “The  TV  cook  without* 
set  of  her  otoz" .  .was,  one. 
resulting  photo  caption.  : 

l  am  not  even  sure  I  should 
.  be  writing  tins  article.  Maybe 
-•its  not  die  doneihing  to.  tell 
how  many,  haunches  of  wild 
boar  had  to  he  bought  in  order  ; 
to  produce  one  on  screen?  Or  to 
pass  on  the  gossip  that  one  - 
hears  about  other  television  T 
cooks,  such  as  X*s  cake  jedpe 
hot  turning  out,  however  many 
times  it  was.  baked  and  “You  : 
know,  those  aren’t  ready  Y’s^. 
hands  you  see  on  the  box”-  But  J  , 
shall  write  about  it  aH,  anyway, 
because  I  found  it  &scmaimg. 

.  It  began*  jqsr  ffloe  it  does  in 
the  movies,  with^  a-  chana!  S 
encounter  over-  efinner  ai'-thev. 
Dorchester  hotel  in’  Landbn; 
sipping  OAteau  Pahner  ..I961; 
“Have  you  ever  done,  any 
television?”  1  was  asked.  The" 
scene  changes  to  Hymotttii.  a 
few  months  later,  in  the  offices;' 
of  Westcountry  Television.  ‘  I 
still  have  the  outline  of  tfep 
series  that  we  discussed  then;; 
“6  x  30  minute  programmes.  12 
x  15  minutes  segments.  Recipe 
plus  ingredients;  include  pro- 
ducers  on  location;  shopping 
and  cooking."  And  thus,  by 
some  extraordinary  stroke  erf 
good  fortune,  Westcountry 
Television  commissioned  me  to 
do  the  cookery  series  that  I 
have  always  wanted  to  da  ' 


Between  that  meeting 
and  the  “wrap"  party 
on  the  final  day  of 
shooting,  however, 
many  things  happened  most  of . 
them  intriguing,  some  of  them 
terrifying,,  and  all  of  them  new 
experiences. 

first,  the  director, .  Peter  • 
Francis  Browne,  visits  me  to- 
see  if  1  will  do;  he  seems  to 
think  I  will,  so  that’s  all  right. 
He  finds  me  a  West  Country 
kitchen,  between  -  Lostwithiel 
and  Bodmin,  in  a  bewitching 
part  of  Cornwall.,  ft's  a  convert- 
ed  watermill,  with  Aga,  large 
kitchen  and  a  conservatory. 

The  make-up  and  wardrobe  . 
consultant  comes  to,  see  me  m 
London,  flings  open  my  ward¬ 
robe  door,  and  we  go  off-^  with  • 
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an  allowance  —  to  buy  country 
clothes  in  tasteful  shades  of 
slurry  and  leaf  mould;!  1  ani 
firmly  instructed  to  leave  be¬ 
hind  niy  city  blade 
The  wardrobe  consultant - 
and  I.  have  great  trouble  in 


finding  die  right  colour  aprons, 
because  toedirectbr  has  forbid- 
deo  blue-and-white  stripes  and 
other  aprony  colours.  We  solve 
foe  problem  by  having  chefs’ 
White  aprons  dyed  in  suitably 
organic  tones  of  farmhpuse- 
butter  yellow,  sage  green  and 
caramel-  ... 

An  nnpmtpnt  day  airives.  I 
.  meet  titer  cameraman;  Julian 
Clinkard:  It’s  goinjg  .to.  be  all 
right;  1  think..  And  it  gets  more 
all  right  as  the  series  pro¬ 
gresses,  and' {  realise  that  he 
has  a  serious  interest  in  food. 

At  lasffitedayto  start  filming 
.dawns.  L  wonder  if  I  cm  call  in 
sick,  im  terrified.  We  set  off  for 


Devon,  the  first  location,  a  cold, 
windswept  hillside  with  a  lot  of 
sheep.  The  former  is  as  hervous 
as  .1  am,  and  we  give  each  other 
moral  support  She  also  gives 
me  a  vest  and  my  teeth  stop 
chattering.  Filming  on  day  two 
is  to  be  the  tantalising  wild 
boar  dish  on  Bodmin  moor. 

About  ten  days  later,  location 
filming  is  completed,  after  we 
have  visited  a  whole  host  of 
people  and  places  —  the 
winemaker  Mark  Sharman  on 
theSharpham  Estate,  Warren’s 
Bakery  in  St  Just,  at  the  tip  of 
Cornwall,  organic  poultry 
farmers  Bill  and  Charlotte 
Reynolds  at  Swaddles  Green 


Farm  in  Somerset,  Ann  Petch 
and  her  herd  of  rare  breed  pigs 
in  north  Devon,  a  fish  auction 
at  Newlyn  with  John  Strike, 
Porthleven’s  fishmonger,  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  oyster 
farm,  and  many  other  excellent 
and  dedicated  farmers  and 
producers.  I  think  to  myself 
that  at  least  the  cookery  part 
will  be  easy.  But  1  am  wrong. 

First,  though,  the  glass  roof 
of  the  conservatory,  adjoining 
the  kitchen,  has  to  be  carpeted, 
because  the  rain  sounds  like 
flamenco  dancers  on  the  roof. 
Someone  phones  the  local  car¬ 
pet  shop  and  asks  if  they  do 
roofs.  Next  day  a  man  comes 


and  carpets  iL  We  also  get  the 
kitchen  kitted  out  with  stun¬ 
ning  pottery  and  ceramics  from 
Devon,  as  well  as  things  I  have 
found  in  local  antique  shops. 
The  florist  from  Lostwithiel 
comes  in  to  create  artlessly 
rustic  bunches  of  flowers  to 
thrust  into  glazed  salt  jars. 


Equipment  and  utensils 
begin  to  arrive  from 
kitchenware  shops  all 
over  the  country. 
Lakeland  Plastics  is  absolutely 
heroic,  and  its  catalogue  yields 
pots  and  gadgets  that  I  didn’t 
even  know  existed,  fine  stain¬ 
less  steel  pans  come  from 


Divertimenti.  Not  one  set,  but 
two.  One  for  me  to  cook  with, 
and  one  for  “the  one  1  prepared 
earlier".  Our  assistant  produc¬ 
er,  Alison  field,  knows  all 
about  these  things,  having 
worked  on  other  cookery  pro¬ 
grammes,  and  orders  food, 
props  and  equipment. 

I  begin  to  have  an  inkling 
that  being  a  television  cook 
wont  be  like  cooking  in  my 
own  kitchen.  For  starters,  I 
have  an  assistant,  or  home 
economist  as  she  appears  in  the 
credits.  Leith's-trained  and  de¬ 
lightful  to  work  with,  Claire 
Sunmonds  arrives.  She  washes 
all  die  pors  and  pans  ready  for 


use.  Then  vast  quantities  of 
food  begin  to  appear.  Not  one 
but  four  legs  of  wild  boar.  Four 
legs  of  kid.  Masses  of  mutton. 
Six  dozen  oysters,  and  I  only 
need  half  a  dozen  for  my  recipe. 
Tubs  and  tubs  of  clotted  cream. 
Bundles  and  more  bundles  of 
leeks.  And  what  seems  like  an 
oceanfo!  of  fish,  for  my  single 
pot  of  fish  stew.  The  crew  eats 
very  well  for  the  next  12  days. 

Finally,  filming  begins. 
There  1  am,  at  the  worktop, 
ready  to  cook  a  mutton  cobbler. 
Behind  me,  1  can  hear  Claire  in 
the  scullery  chopping  leeks  for 

Continued  on  page  2 
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There  was  uproar  towards 
the  end  of  last  year,  when 
the  Football  Association  an¬ 
nounced  that  a  new  England  strip 
'vould  be  launched  in  February 
1997.  "How  unfair." cried  impover¬ 
ished  parents,  “that  so  soon  after 
Christinas,  we  should  have  to  fork 
out  again  for  these  shiny  polyester 
things  with  three  miserable  lions 
On.  at  the  cynical  price  of  forty-odd 
quid.”  It  was  argued  that  the  new 
strips  would  instantly  render  obso¬ 
lete  the  Christmas  presents  so 
recently  tom  open  by  the  new 
breed  of  young  supporter,  unable 
to  grasp  the  complex  scoring 
system  of  the  national  game  but 
able,  with  ease,  to  quote  recent 
performance  figures  for  shares  in 
Manchester  United  PLC. 

The  screaming  watchdogs  pre¬ 
sumably  felt  the  wind  of  Tony 


Blairs  earlier  winerings  beneath 
their  wings,  and  imagined  their 
own  whingeing  thus  ennobled.  For 
it  was  Mr' Blair  who  warned  that 
football  clubs  which  exploited  the 
replica  strip  industry  were  in 
danger  of  losing  touch  with  their 
roots.  Not  that  he  has  ever 
exploited  his  occasional  support  of 
Newcastle  United,  of  course.  Or 
lost  touch  wirh  his  roots. 

Every  time  a  football  team, 
national  nr  international,  changes 
its  strip,  die  parents  gripe  about 
how  they  cannot  afford  to  keep 
buying  new  ones.  This  is  ludi¬ 
crous.  I  cannot  afford  to  buy  a 
Ferrari,  but  l  am  not  campaigning 
to  have  such  cars  banned.  1  have 
not  wrinen  to  Mr  Blair. complain¬ 
ing  that  Rolls-Royce  has  brought 
our  a  new  model  again  and  me  and 
my  males  don't  have  the  readies. 


What  about  the  old-fashioned 
response  to  a  child's  demands, 
such  ns  a  clip  round  the  ear  and  a 
firm.  "No.  you  can't  have  another 
Newcastle  strip:  mention  it  again 
and  you'll  be  put  up  for  adoption"? 
When  little  Boadicea  demands  a 
Middlesbrough  strip  with  Rava- 
nrili  written  on  die  bad:,  why  not 
point  out  that  when  you  were  her 
age  you  had  to  walk  seven  miles  in 
bare  feet  every  morning  to  get  the 
milk,  and  counted  yourself  lucky. 

There  is  a  much  more  J990s 
alternative:  downsize  their  greed.  I 
have  travelled  the  country  in 
starch  of  a  solution  to  the  replica 
kit  problem.  If  Everton,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  are  nut  allowed  to  skin  their 


BY  GILES  COREN 

fans  for  £45  for  a  shirt,  then  they 
hope  to  persuade  them  ro  buy  a  set 
of  Everton  curtains  (£32).  or  if  that 
fails  then  a  Joe  Boyle  watch  (£22). 
Surely  you  can  run  to  an  Everton 


FOOTBALL  CLUBS 


key  fob  (£3)?  A  packet  of  Everton 
fruit  drops  (£1.50)?  They  would 
rather,  sell  you  an  Everton  signet 
ring  for  £133.50.  bur  they  will  settle 
for  unloading  a  tighter  (£1). 

Instead  of  a  Derby  County  away 
goalkeeper's  shirt  (£35),  why  not 
buy  your  child  a  Derby  County 
money  box  (£7)  so  he  can  save  up 
for  ihe  shirt  himself?  (And  how 
much  demand  can  there  be  fpr  the 
Derby  County  away  goalkeeper's 
shirt?  It  must  be  restricted  to  a 
Derby  fan,  who  plays  in  goal  and 
already  has  the  home  goalkeeper’s 
shirt.  Optimistic.) 

For  Liverpool  fans,  may  l  recom¬ 
mend  a  small  plastic  bus  painted 
in  the  Liverpool  colours.  At  E9.99  it 


represents  a  considerable  saving  1 
against  a  shirt  with  Neil  Ruddock 
written  on  the  back  (£37.99).  Better 
still  is  the  cassette  tape  of.  24 
Anfield  Anthems  at  £7.99,  and  the 
car  air  freshener  at  £1.75. 

Norwich  fans  can  invest  in  a 
fetching  doormat  (£9.99)  —  very 
appropriate.  Arsenal  fans  could 
buy  a  "comb  in  a  case”  (£1.99),  a 
“fold-away  hairbrush  with  mir¬ 
ror"  (£3.75),  or  an  Arsenal  deodor¬ 
ant  body  spray  (£1.49).  "I  scored  at; 
QPR”  knickers  (£3)  will  be  ideal  for 
your  daughter,  if  you  cannot 
afford  the  whole  strip.  Young 
Plymouth  Argyle  fans  will  thrill  to 
their  very  own  cabbage  patch  doll. 
Pilgrim  Pete  (E10).  Any  child  who 
has  been  nagging  for  “Giggsy'x 
No  il  shirt”  will  hardly  be  able  to 
believe  his  luck  when  you  give  him 
a  Wrexham  ruler  and  bib  and  a 


photograpfv  of  Leicester  City's 
.  Filbert  Street  stadium  (£i50). 

The  fact  is  that  replica  strips  are 
horrible  ,  to  the  point  of  bong 
dangerous-  They  are  gleaming 
plasticated  things  that  could  make 
-  a  lizard  sweat  They  make  sparks 
when  you  take  them  off.  they  make 
you  smell,  and  they  cannot  really 
be  washed.  They  have  stupid 
inlaid  designs,  unnecessary 
flashes  on  the  shoulders,  and  the 
names  of  beer  brands  on  ihe  bade 
Glasgow  Rangers  even  make  a 
romper,  suit  for  babies  with  the 
logo  of  McEwans  lager  on  iL  Is 
this  some  strange  Scottish,  irony? 
Or  do  Scots  babies  drink  beer? 
Middlesbrough  fans  don’t  1  know 
that  because  hum  their  catalogue  ! 
have  ordered  some  "Own-Label 
Cabernet  Sauvignon”  and  en¬ 
graved  crystal  wine  glasses.  - 
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THERE  ARE  two  main  categories  of  bottle  stoppers; 
drop-in  stoppers  work  on  the  same  principle  as  a 
teaspoon  suspended  in  a  bottle  to  keep  the  fizz  in 
champagne  and  sparkling  wines;  bung  stoppers,  for 
rum-fizzy  drinks,  sea]  the  bottle  so  that  it  can  be  laid  on 
its  side  in  the  fridge  —  useful  because  some  stopper- 
topped  bottles  are  too  tall  for  the  fridge  shelf.  Bungs 
made  of  plastic  or  silicon  do  not  absorb  smells,  can  be 
wiped  dean  and  are  sturdier  than  code  stoppers.  But 
state-of-the-art  cork  versions  are  now  “reinforced”  in 
brusbed-stainless  steel.  Here  is  a  selection  of  current  and 
new  designs  for  1997.  SOPHIE  CHAM1ER 
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KEY  (stoppers  not  to  size):  1,  4,  5,  6,  12  and  13  Coloured, 
multishaped  bottle  stoppers,  £2.50  each,  in  clear  er  frosted  acrylic. 
i0cm-12cm  long  with  plastic  bung,  Cargo  Homeshops  nationwide 
(0990  124950  for  mail  order). 

2.  Pear  champagne  stopper,  12cm.  with  amethyst-coloured  glass 
and  sterling  silver  decorative  top  with  a  frosted  glass  drop,  £120, 
hand-made  by  RCA-trained  jeweller  Katie  Gayle,  available  by  msfl 
order  (inducting  p&p)  from  Katie  Gayle  Designs  on  0181-870  379S. 

3,  7  and  10.  Cast  aluminium  and  cork  stoppers.  £6.95  each  In 
Column,  Reur-de-Usancf  Swirl  design,  11. 5cm- 14cm  long,  from  The 
Pier,  branches  nationwide  (0171-351  7100). 

8.  The  Minimal  twist  bung  stopper,  6cm  long,  in  silver-plated  solid 
brass,  with  white  silicon  stopper,  by  Bouchon,  available  by  mail  order 
£19,95  (Including  p&p)  on  0181-749  7566. 

9  and  11.  Matt  steel  drop-in  champagne  stopper  (42001-4),  7 cm 
long,  £25.99,.  and  the .  Romanowski  cork  and  brushed-steal  wine 
stopper  (43001-4),  9.5cm  long,  oosts  £29.99,  both  by  mail  order  hum 
Midas  International  (01223  302402). ' 

14.  Sterling  silver  Top  Hat  cork  stopper,  4cm  high.  £55  from  brandies 
of  Links  of  London  in  SW1  (0171-930  0400);  EC2  (0171-629  9668);  . 
EC3  (0171-623  3103);  EC4  (0171-329  2727).  •  • 


‘For  a  half-dozen 
perfect  oysters  we  had 
to  open  six  dozen’ 


Continued  from  page  J 
our  next  sequence,  the  fish 
stew.  In  front  of  me.  the 
director,  assistant  producer, 
production  assistant,  electri¬ 
cian.  sound  man  and  the 
cameraman.  “Forget  about  us. 
Frances;  pretend  one  of  your 
neighbours  has  come  in  and 
you're  chatting  to  her  about 
what  you're  cooking.  And 
remember  to  smile  a  lot." 

Ah.  there's  the  difference. 
I  don't  have  to  smile 
when  I’m  cooking  at 
home.  There's  also  no  one  to 
sec  me  put  a  rubber  spatula  on 
a  hot  frying  ptui  —  captured  on 
film  in  minute  detail.  Smile. 
Frances. 

And  why  do  I  have  ru  du 
everything  3t  least  three  rimes? 
Am  I  really  that  bad?Then  it  is 
explained  to  me.  With  only  one 
camera,  each  sequence  has  to 
be  filmed  in  dose-up,  then  as  a 
mid-shot  and  then  as  a  “wide", 
lo  produce  a  range  of  options 
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for  the  editing  process.  Which 
means.  1  gather,  that  even  if 
the  camera  has  a  wide  shot  of 
me  chopping  leeks.  I  still  have 
ro  chop  some  more  for  the 
close-up  Which  is  why  we 
need  so  many  leeks. 

Tu  have  a  perfect  half-dozen 
fresh,  native  oysters.  Tom.  my 
husband,  was  up  before  dawn 
opening  six  dozen. 

For  each  sequence  we  film.  I 
have  to  repeat  what  1  have 
said,  in  case  it  sounds  better 
the  second  or  third  rime.  1 
wonder,  though,  if  a  little 
spontaneity  isn't  lost.  Plaiting 
dough  to  make  a  loaf,  f 
describe  over  and  over  doing  it 
this  way  "because  that's  how 
my  Mum  always  did  it". 

By  day  ten,  almost  the  last 
clay  of  filming;  I  have  learnt 
how  to  break  down  the  cook¬ 
ing  into  manageable  se¬ 
quences.  I  realise  why  it  is 
necessary  to  have  one  "that  I 
have  prepared  earlier-,  al¬ 
though.  of  course,  the  director 
won't  lei  me  say  this,  as  the 
viewer  is  not  allowed  to  think 
that  this  is  anything  but 
absolutely  real.  So",  to  film  me 
removing  from  the  oven  a 
perfectly  cooked  leg  of  wild 
boar  (the  one  that  I  have  put  in 
only  ten  minutes  earlier),  the 
camera  is  stopped.  We  switch 


that  wild  boar  to  the  bottom 
oven  of  the  Aga  and  place  in 
the  fop  men  the  one  I  put  in  ro 
roast  at  dawn. 

But  wait. . .  This  is  a 
special  dish  to  be  served 
in  the  evening.  So.  one 
and  a  half  hours  later,  after  the 
film  set  has  been  relit  to  look 
suitably  dusk-like.  I  am 
allowed  to  take  the  joint  out  of 
the  oven. 

And  finally,  it's  a  "wrap". 
The  crew  open  champagne  for 
me.  and  we  cal  the  caramel¬ 
ised  cloned  cream  rice  pud¬ 
ding  and  the  saffron,  brie  and 
honey  tart  that  1  made  earlier. 

Sipping  my  champagne.  I 
wonder  if  perhaps  Tom  and  1 
should  buy  a  television  set. 
and  learn  from  the  experts 
how  it  should  be  done. 

And  yes,  of  course,  there  is 
an  accompanying  book.  Isn't 
there  always? 

•  Frances  Bissell's  West  Country 
Kuclwn  will  be  shown  on  Channel 
•ffarsarcoaseeuiiw  days, 
beginning  on  Monday.  January  b 
at  4pm.  Her  hook  of  ihe  series. 
Francis  Bis  sell's  West  Country 
Kitchen,  is  published  by 
Macmillan.  £ U.<*9 

Read  Frances  BisseiL 
the  Magazine,  pages  63,64 
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Gimmicks  are  the  basic  recipe  for  the  TV  cooks  such  as  Fanny  Cradock  (left).  Keith  Floyd  and  Jennifer  Paterson  and  Clarissa  Dickson-TYright 


Cover  picture  of  Frances  Bissefl  by  PAUL  MASSEY 


JENNIFER  PATERSON  and  Clar¬ 
issa  Dicksnn-Wright  had  so  much 
going  for  them  it  was  almost  unfair. 
They  were  female,  funny  and  un¬ 
ashamedly  fat.  bul  they  were  also 
eccentric,  casually  erudite  and ...  oh 
yes.  Jennifer  rode  a  motorbike. 

it  doesn't  cume  much  better  if  you 
are  a  television  producer  trying  to 
woo  Ihe  catering  dosses.  And  so  it 
was  that  two  of  (he  biggest  (in  all 
senses)  television  stars  of  last  year 
were  bom.  The  only  question  is.  what 
took  them  so  long? 

Character,  gimmickry,  call  it  what 
you  will,  but  the  cruel  fact  is  that  if 
you  don’t  have  a  certain  edge  your 
dream  of  fame  and  fortune  as  a 
television  chef  is  likely  to  end  in 
disappointment  But  don’t  despair. 


SECRETS  OF  TV  COOKS 


television  careers  can  be  launched  on 
the  flimsiest  eccentricity  (Kevin 
Woodford’s,  for  example."  is  based 
entirely  on  his  belief  that  there  are 
three  Os  in  die  word  cook)  and  if  you 
find  yourself  short  of  a  gimmick  you 
can  always  raid  the  archives. 

Take  Nick  Naim,  one  of  the  many 
young  chefs  to  have  graduated  from 
the  sweat  shop  of  Ready  Steady  Cook 
and  now  pretty  much  a  permanent 
fixture  in  the  daytime  schedules.  But 
daytime  is  easy  —  it’s  the  prime-time 
evening  .dot  where  real  fame  and 
lucrative  book  deals  are  to  be  won. 
The  question  is  how  to  do  it.  If,  like 
Naim,  you're  tall,  good-looking,  qui¬ 


etly  spoken  and,  er . . .  nice,  you  find 
a  gimmick  pretty  quick.  I  suppose  he 
could  have  gone  for  Fanny  Cradock’s 
nail  polish  orZena  Skinner's  frocks, 
but  borrowing  something  from  Gra¬ 
ham  Kerr,  a  pivot  of  television 
cooking,  was  probably  a  better  Idea. 

KERR.  “The  Galloping  Gormet"  of 
the  early  1970s,  had  already  donated 
the  “quick  slurp"' to  Keith  Floyd. 
Kerr  donated  his  other  gimmick, 
speed,  to  Nairn.  Suitably  updated 
for  the  more  sophisticated  1990s,  fast 
editing,  fast-talking  and  a  few  welt 
judged  flames  put  the  "wild"  in  Wild 
Harvest  with  Nick  Naim.  And  so  it 


goes  a cl  Madhur  Jaffrey  had  a  sub-; 
continent  Ken  Horn  a-  wok  and 
Robert  Carrier  his  aspirational  fife- 1 


of  television  .  chefs-  —  barring  the 
saintly  and '  ■  gnmnick-frec  Della;; 
Smith  ^  are-ju^  the  samfc  Gauy 
Rhodes  has  saky  hair  and  barrow-' 
boy  drat  Rick  Stein  has  Cornwall 
and  si  small  white  dog,  and  Antoracr 
Cariuccio  feu  shown. that' an  ample,' 
girth  works  for  the  male  sex  as  wdl' 
Whatever  neat,  yoii.askSLWett 
nobody  has  yet  borrowed  Ken's  one.  • 
remaining  gimmick.  Remember  the 
mode  seduction  with  which  he  used 
to  end  each  programme?  Mark  my 
words,  it’s  just  a  matter  of  time. 

Matthew  Bond 
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When  it’s  cool  to  be  an  anorak 


Grace  Bradbeity  expkrinsihe  enduring  popularity  of 
.lightweight  cniilted,  Pliffa-style.  bubble  j  ackets 


ABOVE  LEFT:  Lipstick  red  classic  bomber  jacket,  about  £90.  by  Pufla  (01473  658000}.  fted  and  cream 
striped  potoneck,  £39,  by  Sfeley  (0161^9290259).  Sack  satin  stretch  trousers,  £59.99.  by  French 
>/'(%innediDa''WBfi8M  Street  m  (0171-5802507)  •- 

ABOVE  RIGHT:  Navy  quitted  fitted anorak,£70,by  French  Connection  (as  before).  Gold  stretch  bootleg 
hipsters,  £110,  by  Joseph,  77  Fulham  Road,  London  SW3  (0171-323  950 0}.  Burgundy  rib  potoneck.  £50, 
by  Amaya  Arzuaga,  frornnsetectibnat  Harvey  Nichols,  Knightsbridge,  SW1  {0171-734  0123) 

The  anorak  has  been 
one  of  the  most  derid¬ 
ed  garments  of  our 
time.  It  was  a  stapleof 
1970s  childhoods,  then  suf¬ 
fered  a  backlash  in  the  1980s. 
failing  to  fulfil  the  decade's 
desire  for  glamour.  Only  now, 
in  the  1990s,  have  Rritpop 
bands  such  as  Oasis  and  Blur 
given  it  back  some  ironic 
streefcred. 

But  for  the  past  15  years  a, 
variant  on  for  anorak  has 
been  quietly  budding’ a  reput¬ 
ation  for  itself.  About  four  - 
years  ago,  it  exploded  into  foe 
public  consciousness  and  be-  . 
came  a  hot  fashion  item.  Now 
it  is  bade  again.  .. 

Thousands  of  people  now 
own  a  Puffa-style  jacket  —  a  - 
lightweight  q  anted  short  coat . 

Only  a  fraction  of  those  .pas-' 
sess  something  that .  could  * 
legally  go  by  that  na at  —  . 

Pufla  is  both  a  registered:.’ 
trademark,  and  foe  name  of  / 
foe  company  that  started  the’ 
whole  thing  —  but  the; style 
has  been  raentlessjy  copied*, 
most  notably  by  Donna 
Karan. 

So  instead  of  being  merely  a  J. 
passing  trend,  foe  bubble  jack¬ 
et  now  appears  to  be  here  to 
stay.  Jtdriftsrin  and  out  of  high  / 
fashion,  but  it  is  always  there, . : 
and  always  evolving. 

This  year,  many  of  the 
jackets  are  cropped.  The 
bright  colours  of  last  year  are 
still  around,  but  there  are  also 
subtler,  fashion-led  colours 
such  as  brown  and  ecru. 

Jackets  with  a  draw-string 
waist  have  had  their  day. 

They  are  a  far  cry  from  foe- 
early  designs.  The  very,  .first 
Pufla,  cut  by  Penny  Hay,  foe 
wife  of  an  Army  officer,  on  her  Miucca  Prttda 
kitchen  table,  then,  hand- .  curvy, whitequflted  jai 
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ABOVE:  Black  reversible  padded  jacket,  £104,  by  Naf  Naf.  from  selected  stores  nationwide  (0171-580  7463)  Red  and  white  patterned  wool  zip-up  cardigan,  £90,  by  Diesel, 
Neal  Street,  Covent  Garden.  WC2  (01 71 -833  2255).  BJack  jersey  Hares,  £29.99,  by  Kookai,  Kensington  High  Street.  W8  (01 71  -937  441 1} 


wear"  at  this  start  of  foe  1990s. 
Even:  if  you  didn't  ski*  and 
■  rarely  walked  more  foan'half 
a  mile,  it  was  important .  to 
lodkas  foou^  you  might  To 
be  fits  also  to  be  fashionable. 

*  astyear  was  a  particu¬ 
lar  high  for  me. ano¬ 
rak.’  with  -  Donna 
Karan 

•,  high-tech  metallic  parkas, 
r . .  vl-  «  •  -  — ~  out  a 

that 


-  LEFT:  White  and  blue  striped 
padded  1970s- style  ski  jacket, 

■  £147,  by  Diesel  (as  before). 

Blue  and  white  striped 
zfp-up  cardigan,  £49.95,  by 
Trigger  Happy  (01 71-736  0732). 
Blue  stretch  capri  trousers, 
£40,  by  French  Connection 
(as  before) 


^4** 'iff-  ;v  ■»;•>•  7- 
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sniffed  in  the  garage,  was  a  '  inspired  a  for-trimmed  Ware- 
straight-forward  practical  gar- '  -  house  style  that  is  in  the  shops 
went  ir  got  its  first  rating  at  .  this  winter^ 

:  But  a  few  -  glam  jackets 
excepted,  things  are'  mare 
down-to-earth  this,  winter. 
Short  and  torighris  one  direc¬ 
tion,  short :  and  sporty  is 
another:  then  there  are  longer 
flatter  styles. 

'  Many  of  the-  Puffa-styles 
now  look  less  puffy,  than 
before  “That's  deliberate," 
.rays  David  Ward  of  Naf  Naf. 
“Fashion  is  going  longer  and 
leaner,  .and  VyeVe'  tried  to 
reflect  foal  fey  reducing  the 
puff." 

At,  fob  .kitsch  end  of  foe 
spectrum,  there  are  also  tight, 
shrunken  I970s^slyle  padded 
jadm.  whfch  are  perfect  for 
going  dubbing,  andicompti- 
ment  the  return  of  drainpipe 
jeans,  v  " 


‘v  .  -  '.-J- 


the  Badminton  Horse  Trials  m  - 
the  late  1970s,  then  made  its 
way  to  the  skrelopes. ;  -  •  • - 

At  the  start  erf  foe  1980s,  Naf 
Naf  got  in  on  foe  acL  but  as^ 
David  Ward,  the- company’s; 
marketing  director,  says:  TThe 
early  designs  were:  not  that 
flattering.  They  were  long, 
straight  from  the  shoulder,  .• 
and  had  a  drawstring.  It  was  a 
way  of  keeping  warm.':  ^  - 
At  that  time,  outerweai^snrt- 
ply  was  not  regarded  as  fashr 
ionable.  But  all  foal  changed 
with  the  emergence  of  “sporty 


Photographer  Steve  Poole. 
Stylist:  Deborah  Brett. 
Hair  and  make-up:  Helen  • 
BannonatMarrdyCoaWey 


ABOVE:  Orange  waisted  cropped  jacket,  £49,  by  Benetton,  from 
selected  branched  nationwide  (0171-731  4557).  Cream  chunky-knit 
■zip-front  cardigan,  £59,  by  Jigsaw,  126  New  Braid  Street,  W1  (0171- 
491  4484).  Brown  bootleg  hipsters,  £4455,  by  Naf  Naf  (as  before) 


THREE  OF  A 
KIND 


The  ankle  boot  is  this  season's 
favourite  footwear,  with  high 
but  sturdy  beds  turning  the 
trusty  paddock  boot  into  an 
elegant  partner  for  today’s 
trousers.  HEATH  BROWN 


FAR  LEFT:  Square-toe  brown  leather  high 
ankle  boot,  £56.89,  Ravel,  184  Oxford 
Street  London  W1  and  branches 
nationwide  (0171-631  0224) 
MIDDLE:  High  sheen  date  brown  leather 
Ralston  ankle  boot,  £1 10,  Pied  &  Terre, 
102  High  Street  Kensington,  London  W8 
and  branches  nationwide  (0171-376  0296) 
LEFT:  Square-toe  tan  leather  ankle  boot, 
£135,  Russell  &  Bromley,  24  New  Bond 
Street,  London  W1  and  branches 
nationwide  (017M99  2621) 


BUY  A  DUX  BED  AND  WE’LL 
GIVE  YOU  £250  TOWARDS 
OUR  BEDROOM  ACCESSORIES* 


DUMA'VA 

£250 


Gift  Certificate 


■.•-a 


This  is  bow  your  spine  should  rest  while  you  sleep  -  in  a  completly  natural  position 


■  During  our  sale  in  January,  when  you  buy  a 
Queen  or  King  size  Dux  bed,  we  will  give  you 
£250  towards  the  purchase  of  our  luxurious 
bedroom  accessories,  including  headboard, 
fine  bed  linen,  and  beautiful  down  duvets  and 
pillows  -  or  if  you  prefer,  10?S  off  the  Dux  bed 
ofvour  choice. 


To  qualify  for  your  discount,  just  bring  along 
this  advertisement  to  the  shop  of  your  choice 
(see  UK  stores  beU/u). 

Cannot  he  combined  with  any  other  offers  or  discount 


Duxiaru.  46  George  Street. 

London  W1 H  5FJL 
Tel:  017  MS6  2363 
Duxiana.  11  Upper  High  Street. 
Winchester,  Hampshire.  SQ23  BUT. 
Tel: 01  %2  877766. (Closed  Mondays.) 
Duxiana. 4  Montpellier  Gardens 
Harropaie.  North  Yorkshire  HGi  2TF. 
TcllOUy  506603  iBcsidc  the  Dnim 
and  Monfcev  Restaurant) 
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Past  me  coupon  ad  today  tat  you  FREE  can  u  out  ucea  lull  colour  maoaone. 
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4  ■  gardening 


GARDEN  ANSWERS 


WEEKEND  •  SATURDAY  JANUARY  4 1997 


With  planning  for  the  new  season  in  mind,  Jane  Owen  suggests  items  to  buy  and  places  to  go 
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STEPHEN  ANDERTON 

replies  to  readers'  fetters 


[7T[  I  have  an  upright 
I^J  Irish  yew.  9ft  tall. 
Would  you  recommend 
tying  it  loosely  at  intervals 
to  keep  the  upright  shape 
and  protect  it  from  dam¬ 
age?  We  do  not  get  much 
snow  but  it  is  quite  windy 
here.  —  Mrs  V.  Harrises'. 
Chichester.  West  Sussex. 
Binding  upright 
multistemmed  trees 
like  this  is  really  only 
worthwhile  against  snow 
damage.  Wind’  keeps  them 
well  exercised  and  strong, 
unless  there  is  a  perpetual 
disfiguring  sea  gale  from 
one  side. 

The  upright  Irish  yew. 
Toxus  bocal ra  'Fastigiara' 
and  its  golden  forms,  are 
better  at  withstanding 
snow,  but  where  snowfall 
can  be  heavy  it  is  worth 
protecting  them.  On  young 
plants,  loops  of  heavy  string 
at  lfr-2ft  intervals  are  suffi¬ 
cient  protection,  and  best 
taken  off  again  in  summer, 
to  develop  strong  stems. 
Alternatively  you  can  use 
largc-gauae  plastic  netting 
tieJ  around  the  tree. 

I  have  picked  some 
deadheads  off  a  pas¬ 
sion  flower  and  hope  to 
grow  plants  from  them. 
There  appears  to  be  one 
hard  oval  seed  in  each 
flower.  What  do  1  do? 
—  Mrs  B.H.  Cook.  Can- 
n  mg  ton.  Somerset. 

It  sounds  as  if  your 
plant  has  not  set  seed. 
The  fruit  of  the  passion 
flower  look  like  orange  eaas 
hanging  on  the  ends  of  the 
side  shoots.  It  sounds  as  if 
ail  you  have  here  is 
unfertilised  flowers. 

S'  My  ten-year-old  cas- 
.  tor  ofl  plant,  Fatsia 
japonica ,  has  transformed 
a  dark  corner  where  noth¬ 
ing  would  grow.  Every 
November  it  is  covered  in 


white  flowers,  but  never 
gets  the  black  berries  I  see 
in  other  gardens.  Why  is 
this?  —  Mrs  G.  Stephen. 
Clay  gate.  Surrey. 

—  Fatsia  is  good  grown 

_  out  of  doors  in  a 

shady,  sheltered  place.  Like 
ivy.  its  cousin,  it  is  a  late 
flowering  plant  —  so  late 
ihat  sometimes  the  flowers 
never  open.  The  flowers  are 
bisexual  and  so  two  plants 
of  opposite  sexes  are  not 
required.  In  the  warmth  of 
central  London  fatsia  does 
particularly  well.  1  suspect 
your  plant  is  in  too  chilly  a 
spot  to  open  properly  and 
he  fertilised. 

Can  you  give  it  a  little 
more  sun  to  its  head,  while 
leaving  the  main  part  of  the 
bush  in  shade?  And  are  you 
sure  that  birds  are  not 
taking  the  fruit? 

[Ta]  I  have  been  trying  to 
find  acanthus  plants 
in  central  London  for  my 
father  who  Jives  in 
Clapliam.  Where  could  1 
And  them  locally?  —  Mrs 
P.  Huichinson.  Crawley. 
Sussex. 

Acanthus  does  badly 
through  summer,  so 
you  rarely  see  it  in  garden 
centres  after  the  spring, 
which,  in  fairness,  is  the 
best  time  to  plant  it.  Try 
Clifton  Nurseries,  little 
Venice.  London  \V9  {0171- 
2S9  u851)  or  buy  it  by  mail 
order  from  most  good  nurs¬ 
eries.  If  you  are  after  plenty 
of  flower,  look  for  Acanthus 
spinosus  rather  than  A. 
mollis. 

•  Reader*  should  write  to: 
Garden  Answers.  Weekend, 

The  Times.  /  Fenningron  St, 
London  El  9.XK.  We  regret 
that  it  may  not  Ik  possible  to 
deal  with  ewry  request.  Advice 
is  offered  without  legal 
responsibility.  The  Times  also 
regrets  that  any  enclosures 
cannot  be  returned. 
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Bedgebury  Pinetum,  near  Tunbridge  Wells,  Kent,  has  arranged  a  Jack  Frost  Jaunt  on  Sunday.  January  19  to  show  off  some  of  its  1500  conifer  cultivars  or  varieties 

See  the  world’s  best  conifers 


FOR  LOVERS  of  trees. 
Bedgebury  Pinetum  near  Tun¬ 
bridge  Wells.  Kent,  has  ar¬ 
ranged  a  Jack  Frost  Jaunt  to 
examine  some  or  its  1500 
conifer  cultivars  or  varieties 
on  Sunday.  January  19. 
Bedgebury  holds  the  National 
Conifer  Collection,  which  has 
been  rated  as  the  best  conifer 
collection  in  the  world  by  the 
International  Dendrulogical 
Research  Institute.  It  is  ar¬ 
ranged  in  families  and  in¬ 
cludes  14  trees  which  are  rare 
or  endangered.  The  jaunt 
starts  at  2pm.  For  advance 
rickets  {£2.  children  £1.20) 


contact  Nadene  Thomas,  the 
education  ranger,  on  0I5S0 
211044.  The  Pinetum  is  open 
daily  lOpm-dusk. 

Snow  go 

HERE  are  some  snow  rules: 
try  not  to  walk  on  the  lawn  in 
frost  or  snow  or  the  imprints 
of  your  feet  will  sometimes  be 
burnt  into  the  grass.  Gently 
shake  snow  from  the  branches 
of  trees  to  prevent  them  break¬ 
ing  but  otherwise  leave  it  in 
place  to  vanish  naturally. 

When  the  snow  loses  its 
novelty,  head  for  one  of  the 


GARDENER’S  UPDATE 


A  NEW  GUARDIAN 
GARAGE  DOOR 


No  moro  heaving,  pushing  or  Wlhg,  not*  mAh  a  more 
touch  at  a  button  your  Giranfian  Remote  Control 
Garage  Door  olmpty  rafla  up  and  away,  mMs  you  stay 
warm  and  dry  In  the  comfort  of  your  car.  Mamdacnmtd 
in  maintenance  free  stove  onameBod  aXaninkjm  In  a 
range  of  colours  and  hufly  fctstaDert,  they  rvffl  prove  to 
be  a  sauKf  Investment  and  an  ttt tractive  addition  to 
your  home.  ,  — 

_ I  siotmc 

1  awtwfcm 


01484 

481010 

UPTO  9PM  -  7  DAW  A  WEIK 


REMOTE 

CONTROL 

GARAGE 

DOORS 
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To  advert  jw  every 

week  in  fr 

Comes  4  Cardens 
please  call 

Zoc  Hoskins  .. 

on  0171  6806116.  •) 


SO  CONVINCING  -  ONLY  YOU  KNOW  IT'S  NOT  RECORDING 
-  THE  WOULD  BE'  BURGLAR  THINKS  IT’S  REAL 


There  is  strong  evidence  that  closed  circuit  security  ONLY 
cameras  have  been  very  effective  in  combating 
break-ins.  This  solid,  robust,  D.75Kg  metal  unit  will  O  ea. 

give  the  impression  that  your  home  or  premises  r+  gg  0-  ^  . 
are  under  constant  video  surveillance.  To  give  a  A 
totally  realistic  appearance  it  is  fitted  with  a  t0  „„  ,Q 

continuously  flashing  high  intensity  red  LED  lamp,  protect  vour 
powered  by  one  AA  battery  (included)  which  lasts  property 
approx,  l  year.  Without  question  this  is  the  most  L— 
realistic  simulated  unit  on  the  market  tt  comes 
complete  with  fixing  screws  and  plugs,  transfers  and  a  window 
sticker  highlighting  the  fact  that  your  premises  are  protected  by 
security  cameras.  Keep  thieves  at  bay  -  order  today!  Money 
Back  Guarantee.  Allow  7-14  days  despatch. 


01483  268888 


24  hr 

Credit -Card 
Hotline 


Quote  D1Y/Q039 


J.E.M.  Marketing.  Quota  0IY/0O39  Uttle  Mead.  Cranleiqb.  Surrey.  GUS  8ND 


Please  send  me . Security  TV  Cameras,  at  £39.00  each  | 

(includes  £2.05  p&p).  I  enclose  a  cheque/P.O.  (address  on  « 

back)  for  £ . made  payable  to  J.E.M.  Marketing,  ' 

or  please  debit  my  Access/Visa  H@#l  I 

Card  no:  Exp.  Date: . / .  — “ 


Name 


roil  yourself 
with  choice 


Not  1,  aot  2,  but  3 
new  catalogues  from 
Mr  FotbergHTf... 

Humfcrdi  at  gra:  oca-  -ihcne-. 
The  first  Lurfv,  double  petunu 
■J  ra-fc  uin&mns  fot  wi  w  trs 
Midoa,  pantno  £c  nrsura 
Rjre  and  unusual  peisnr.iit* 
testable  sans  pure 
The  rjc »  £.'  un.'^iar  >a»rd»  SicV' 
Kid  papo  uf  gar dan  iiufuanue. 
Orci  I  JOu  nilo-a: 


spoil  yoursetf.  55-512 
Stw  r  Mi  rwbujyffi.  Dtp  Til. 
noe&td.  Nnutwts  CB87QB 
FuSneDliU  75 HM 


VICTORIAN 

BACK 

LANTERNS 


(cancelled  order) 


Not  normally  available. 
HAND-MADE  in  blick- 
Uquexed  solid  copper  with 
solid  brass  fittings.  Re¬ 
designed  from  an  original 
Victorian  gas  lantern,  wired 
for  electricity. 

£195.00. 13"x2Q".  Details 


Tel:  01531 670803 


botanical  garden  hothouses  or 
for  Planiasia  in  Swansea 
which  has  a  1,000  tropical 
plants.  Righi  now  the  red- 
flowered  powder  puff  plant 
{ Calliandra  haematoceph- 
ala )  is  blooming,  and  the 
banana  is  about  to  flower. 

Plantasia  Parc  is  at  Tawe, 
Swansea  (01792  474555). 

Child’s  play 

CHILDREN  like  to  garden 
(see  feature  opposite).  Why  not 


eggshell,  stuff  if  with  cotton 
wool  and  plant  cress.  The 
project  is  suggested  by 
Funwins  Bumble  Bee, 
Unwins’  children's  division, 
which  has  a  1997  -Seeds  for 
Kids”  range  at  99p  each.  For 
Times  readers,  the  Cress  Curly 
Top  is  yours  for  50p  taped  to  a 
piece  of  card  and  sent  to  Cress 
Offer.  Unwins  Seeds,  Histon. 
Cambridge  CB4  4ZZ. 

Scents  sense 

THE  VOCABULARY  for  de¬ 
scribing  scents  in  the  garden  is 
limited,  bur  the  Chelsea  Physic 
Garden's  Perfume  Lectures  in 
London  should  help.  On 
January  lb-  Dr  Peter  Wilde 
will  talk  about  English  flower 
oils  and  a  new  way  of  making 
them,  and  on  March  20  An¬ 
thony  Dweck  will  lecture  on 
plants,  perfume  and  people. 
Tickets  (£4)  on  0171-352  5646. 

Get-together 

THE  NATIONAL  Council  for 
the  Conservation  of  Plants  and 
Gardens  (NCCPG)  will  hold 
its  national  conference  on  June 
6-S  at  Glasgow  University, 
and  will  include  some  tours  of 
gardens.  To  attend  the  confer¬ 
ence  (£45  all-industve  for  three 
days)  you  have  to  join  the 
NCCPG.  If  you  do  so  via  the 
Strathclyde  Group,  member¬ 


ship  costs  £6  and  offers  access 
'to  sales  of  rare  plants,  newslet¬ 
ters  and  a  chance  to  visit 
private  gardens  of  interest  to 
plantsmen  and  women.  Ring 
Pat  Jordan  on  0141-644  4712. 


such  as  a  shepherd's  crook 
and  lantern  in  aluminium 
(about  £2150),  and  an 
aluminium  drinks' table,  com¬ 
prising  a  monopod  spike  with 
a  small  table-top  (about  £50). 
For  stockists,  ring  the  Garden 
Trading  Company  -  (01993 
823995).  a  wholesaler  which 
does  not  sell  direct. 


Wheelychic  Hosta  costa 


NO  HOME  should  be  without 
a  plant  skate  —  a  galvanised 
aluminium.  35cm-diameter 
plate  on  wheels  for  the  easy 
movement  of  plants  (£10.50).  It 
is  sold  through  the  Garden 


MISS  W1LLMOTT  of  Warley 
Place,  whose  gardening  skills 
were  famous  at  the  turn  of  the 
century,  used  to  carry  a  loaded 
revolver  in  her  handbag  and, 
during  a  feud  involving  the 


Bowles,  stood  outside  the 
Chelsea  Flower  Show  handing 
out  mocking  pamphlets  about 
Bowles.  I  am  glad  to  see  this 
high-spirited  approach,  to  gar¬ 
dening  lives  on  in  the  librarian 
of  die  British  Hosta  and 
Hemerocallis  Society,  Mike 
Shadrack.  Members  who  flout 
the  trust-based  library  system 
(books  are  sent,  by  post  and. 
have  to  be  returned  with  a 
cheque  to  cover  postage)  have 
been  told:  “I’ll  send  round  the 
boys.  And  my  boys  are  reaL” 
Tmjse  brave  enough  to  join  (£S 
a  year)  should  write  to  the 
honorary  secretary,  Roger 
Bowden,.  Cleave  House, 


i'  i  i  M  MM  ■ 


accoutrements.  Sir  Frank  Crisp  and  E.A. ..  Devon  EX202NL 


FINDOFTHE  MONTH  ... 

GOOD  NEWS  for  Dr  Wyn  Philip,  of  Argyll,  and  other  . . 
readers  who  have  written  to  me  about  trimmers. 
Complaints  run  as  follows:  leads  are  bothersome  on  electric 
model:  petrol-powered  models  are  heavy  and  rechaigeables 
last  only  about  25  minutes  maximum.  Dr  Philip’s  now- 
defunct  American  Grassvrip. trimmer  was  light,  long-lasting 
and  rechargable  but  the  firm  is  ho  longer  operating  and  the 
batteries  no  longer  available. 

Into  the  breach  has  come  Wolf;  the  garden  tools  company, 
which  has  offered  to  import  its  rechargable  trimmers  from 
Germany  for  £100  for  any  Times  reader. 

The  trimmers  are  not  normally  avaflable  in  the  Britain.  For 
details,  phone  019S9  767600  and  ask  for  the  sales  office. 
Alternatively,  Wolf’s  petrol  trimmer  is  expensive  (£259)  but 
has  a  metal  blade  which  will  work  in  overgrown  areas. 
From  garden  centres. 

PLANT  OF  THE  MONTH 


HELLEBORES.  No  particular  hellebore  because  these 
miraculous,  exotic-looking  plants  all  have  their  place,  some 
producing  large  buttercup-shaped  flowers  in  the  dead  of-  '  T- 
winter.  Colours  range  from  white  through  pink  to  purple^ 
creamy-yellow  and  crimson.  They  are  greedy  feeders, 
trouble-free  and  seed  freely.  One  of  the  national  collections 
is  held  in  Kent  by  Kemal  Mehjdi  at  Hadlow College; 
favourite  is  Helleborus  arguitifolius,  with  pale  green  ciip-'  . 
shaped  flowers  and  good  dramatic  foliage  typical  of  all  ■  . 
hellebores.  His  growing  tip  is  to  cut  away  any  of  last  year's 
foliage,  even  at  this  late  stage,  so  that  pest  and  disease  isn't 
harboured  for  next  year’s  growth: 

The  collection  is  open  to  the  public  on  Saturday.  February 
22. 10am-3pm,  Thursday.  February  22. 10am-3ptn  and  . 
Saturday,  March  1. 10am-3pm  at  Hadlow  Conege.  Hadlbw, 
near  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN1I0AL  (01732  850551). 


Experts’  choice  of  the  plants  for  1997  * 


Terence  Cuneo 

77if  Fitinf  Catalogue 

of  Signed  Limited  ... 

Editions  a-®? 
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ChuasefruDJlweah-  ’fcsU. 

vgiifllsfik*  0171  935  081 S 

late aras. ffws ir.ci : : £1 ii,v0171  935  5720 


Herb  &  Wild-flower  seeds. 

Qualitj-  garden  labels;  zinc,  copper, 
aluminium,  plastic,  scratch-on  &  wooden. 


THE  FASHIONABLE  career  of  any  plant 
has  a  distinct  beginning,  middle  and  end. 
It  will  appear  in  one  or  two  forward- 
looking  gardens  and  specialist  nurseries 
one  year,  and  the  next  it  will  be  in  the 
gardens  of  all  the  keenest  amateurs.  Then 
it  will  come  on  sale  as  the  darling  of  the 
war  in  garden  centres.  The  Times  asked 
six  eminent  gardeners  to  predict  the  up- 
and-coniing  plants  to  look  for  in  1997. 

(N  igel  Colborn.  BBC  Gardeners’ 
Question  Time  panellist  and  novelist 
I  just  love  (he  multiheaded  annual 
sunflowers  'Prado  Red’  and  'Prado 
Yellow  \  They  are  a  sensible  size  and  such- 
gorgeous  colours. 

Penelope  Hob  house,  author  and 
designer 

1  am  really  keen  un  Cerinthe  major 
j  'Purpura wens'  at  the  moment,  l  brought 
back  seed  from  Greece  and  it  has  about 
five  different  varieties.  1  grew  it  last  year 


Plants  come  and  go 
in  fashion.  H eie  axe 
ideas  for  this  year 

in  groups  of  about  12  each  and  will' do  so 
again  this  year, 

Roy  Lancaster,  author 
and  broadcaster 

Bergenia  emeiense  is  a  newly  introduced 
Chinese  perennial  with  evergreen  leaves 
and  snow-white  flowers  which  appear 
early  in  the  year  —  too  early  should  frosts 
arrive  —  but  it  is  a  superb  pot  plant  for  a 
cool  greenhouse,  ft  has  been  crossed  with/ 
later-flowering  hardy  hybrids.  ' 

Rosie  Atkins,  award-winning  editor 
of  Gardens  Illustrated 

To  name  one  plant  is  hard  but  I,  too,  have 
become  interested  in  Cerinthe  major 


’Purpurascens’.  trs  such  an  astonishing" 
blue.  It’s  meant  to.be  an  annual.  bm  the;  ,• . 
seedlings  have  come  through  at  night  in  .-. .  - 
temperatures  as  low  as  -6C  '  '  > 

Dan  Pearson,  designer  and  . 

The  Sunday  Times  gardener  - 
My  plant  of  the  year  is  the  purple-leaved  L 
elder.  Sambucus  ruger  'Gumcno  Purple’-  ;  j 
It  makes  a  fast  dark  Ixickground  in  son  or  . 
shade  and  has  beautiful  creamy  ’  • 
midsummer  flowers.  •  '  >  '  '  ’ 

Rosemary  Verey,  autoor  aowf  ; '  '  '  v 

broadcaster  •  •'  > 

My  favourite  for  the  future  is  Veronica  '  * 
peduncuiaris.  I  was  given  a  plant  of  it  on  ' 
a  trip  to  Washington  Sate.  in.  America.  It*  ^ 

•a  rich  blue  and  flewert  all  summer..-^  '  ? 
grows  to  about  Sin  h/gh  and  spreads  vety. 
neatly.  It  certainly  looks  good  in  pots  or  at'  >' 

die  edge  of  bonders.  ’  ? 

^  •  Stephen  Anderto^  • 


& 
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Siqnatur© 


Wooden 

l  Hurdles  i  "Or |jr<T 

24"  x  18"  ^'r-J 


Beautiful  botanical  cards. 

Send  for  free  lists  (card  or  label  < 
samples  2  s  26p  stamps) 

Wells  &  Winter,  Mereworth 
Maidstone  ME18  5NB. 
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property  •  9 


Ros  Drinkwater,  a  photographer,  cases  a  family  house  in  London  where  a  superstar  might  hide  from  the  paparazzi 


■A 


Beverly 

Hills 

near 

Fulham 


I 


Liz  Hurley,  the  actress, 
is  house-hunting  in 
Chelsea,  London 
SW3.  If  she  can  bring 
herself  to  stray  290  yards  into 
Fulham.  S NVb.  her  search 
could  be  oven  not  only  is 
Britannia  Studios  a  home  lit 
for  a  star,  it  is  paparazzi-proof. 

An  American  superstar  has 
pur  this  claim  to  the  test  She 
rented  the  house  for  a  month 
and  liked  it  so  much  that  she 
came  bade  the  next  year  and 
brought  lier  family.  The  own¬ 
ers  discreetly  declined  to  re¬ 
veal  her  identity,  but  a  local 
tradesman  let  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag.  saying:  “Think  mega¬ 
hair.  mega-talent  and  a  one¬ 
time  Motown  connection." 

The  property  is  short  on 
glamorous  history.  A  builder's 
yard  at  the  turn  of  the  century, 
it  was  used  as  a  taxi  garage 
until  being  abandoned  in  the 
I97Us.  In  the  late  !9S0s.  the 
architect  Nigel  Crump  sported 
the  potential  of  the  vast,  dere¬ 
lict  site  in  the  middle  of  a  four- 
streets-squarc  residential 
block.  He  designed  three 
grand  houses  around  a  beauti¬ 
ful  garden  and  called  it  Britan¬ 
nia  Studios. 

I  decided  to  check-out  (he 
house's  privacy  for  myself. 
Armed  with  a  telephoto  lens  I 
planned  two  visits,  the  first 
timed  to  coincide  with  the 
milkman  (you'd  be  amazed  at 
how  many  VIPs  take  in  their 
own  milk),  die  second  at  the 
voyeur's  favourite  hour:  tea- 
time.  when  lights  are  on  and 
curtains  have  yet  to  be  drawn. 

It  was  all  a  waste  of  time.  I 
discovered.  From  ihc  street, 
the  house  is  invisible,  bar  one 
chimney  that  seemed  to  be 
smirking. 

Finally,  I  was  on  my  way  in. 
Having  identified  myself  to 
the  close-dreuit  television  sec¬ 
urity  system,  the  huge  doors  in 
the  street  parted  to  allow  me  to 
drive  through  something  akin 
tu  the  barbican  of  a  medieval 
castle.  Further  in.  mure  huge 
steel  cate*  swung  open  and  the 


owners,  Peter  and  Beth  Moon, 
stepped  out  to  greet  me. 

Inside,  the  instant  impres¬ 
sion  is  Beverly  Hills  in  the  best 
possible  taste;  acres  of  space, 
huge  skylights  that,  even  on  a 
winter's  day,  flood  the  whole 
house  with  light. 

Its  greatest  charm  is  that  the 
rooms  appear  to  career  off  in  a 
dozen  directions  al  once,  giv¬ 
ing  vistas  from  gallery  win¬ 
dows,  bedrooms  under  the 
eaves,  and  three  outdoor  areas 
an  differing  levels  with  differ¬ 
ent  characters.  The  huge 
ground-floor  kitchen  leads  out 
to  a  cobbled,  walled  patio:  the 
second-floor  guest  suite  has  a 
roof  terrace  which,  screened 
for  privacy,  is  ideal  for  sun¬ 
bathing.  with  the  bonus  of 
cityscape  views.  Tlie  garden 
brings  the  country  into  rhe 
heart  of  the  city. 

The  Muons  use  the  ground- 
floor  reception  area  as  a 
combined  drawing  and  dining 
room.  The  table  seats  14.  but 
such  is  the  space  that  a  sit- 
down  dinner  for  60  is  no 
problem  at  all. 

The  piece  de  resistance 
is  the  large,  first-floor 
drawing  room.  The 
Moons’  taste  is  mini¬ 
malist.  but  the  exposed,  mel¬ 
low  brick  wails,  open  Are  and 
restored  timber  flooring  — 
Canadian  Maple  rescued  from 
a  defunct  Merseyside  cotton 
mill  —  would  suit  any  style, 
any  period.  The  room  is  big 
enough  to  accommodate  at 
least  four  separate  seating 
areas,  but  with  simple,  twin 
sofas,  is  surprisingly  intimate. 

The  couple  bought  the  house 
five  years  ago.  “We  liked  the 
idea  of  privacy,  a  safe  place  for 
the  children  we  planned,  and 
we  fell  in  kfce  with  the  space," 
says  Mrs  Moon,  an  American. 
“In  the  States,  we  tend  to  build 
wide  rather  than  tall,  so  I  love 
the  way  the  whole  house  is 
contained  on  rwo-and-a-half 
levels.  We  moved  here  from  a 
five-bedroom  Georgian  ler- 


Beth  Moon  relaxing  in  the  huge  first-floor  drawing  room,  which  has  exposed  brick  walls  and  a  Canadian  pine  floor.  Her  husband.  Peter,  looks  down  from  a  gallery  window 


raced  properly  on  five  levels, 
where  i  felt  as  though  1  was 
permanently  going  up  and 
down  stairs." 

With  four-year-old  Dylan, 
followed  by  twins  Isabel  and 
Alexandra  last  year,  plus  a 
steady  stream  of  visiting  rela¬ 
tives.  the  family  now  needs 
more  bedrooms,  hence  the 
decision  to  move. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Moon  both 
work  from  home.  In  the  first- 
floor  study  overlooking  the 
garden.  Mrs  Moon  designs 
stationery  and  invitations  for 
special  events.  Mr  Moon,  a 
retired  off-shore  fund  manag¬ 
er.  takes  care  of  his  own 
portfolio  from  a  bank  of 
computers  in  the  ground-floor 
study.  Entirely  sound-proof,  it 
was  built  as  a  recording  studio 
and  has  perfect  acoustics. 
There  is  oodles  of  floors  pace 
where  he  can  practise  tai-chi 
exercises,  despite  half  the 
room  being  taken  up  with 
what  looks  like  a  swimming 
pool  for  a  very  small  person. 

The  pool  is.  in  fact  the 
swimming  machine,  as  the 
agent's  brochure  has  it:  "The 


The  swimming-pool  machine  in  the  study,  where  you  “swim"  without  actually  moving 


HOUSE  OF  THE  WEEK 


1  Britannia  Court,  Britannia 
Road,  Fulham,  London  SW6 
•  Price:  £2.25  million  for  a 
990-year  lease,  plus  a  share 
of  the  freehold  •Setting:  a 
spit  from  both  the  Fulham 
and  the  King’s  roads,  with 
private  off-street  parking  for 
five  cars  •  Size:  huge, 
floor  area  of  5,1 80  sq  ft 
Five  bedrooms  en  suite,  a 
guest  suite  and  a  nursery 
suite  •Shopping: 
Sainsbury’s  five  minutes  away 


Front  of  the  house  by  night 


The  breakfast  room  leads  off  from  the  kitchen,  and  out  to  a  cobbled,  walled  patio 


con  trolled -current  pool  where 
you  swim  in  place  at  your  own 
pace."  When  going  foil  blast 
you  can  swim  as  many 
“lengths"  as  you  like  without 
actually  moving. 

"I  get  up  from  my  desk,  turn 
on  Pink  Floyd  at  full  volume 
and  pop  into  the  swimming 
machine  for  ten  minutes."  Mr 
Moon  says.  "It's  the  perfect 
way  to  unwind." 

What  will  the  Moons  miss 
most  when  they  sell?  “The 
peace;  no  traffic  noise,"  Mrs 
Moon  says. 

“On  a  practical  level,  the 
house  is  child's  play  to  run." 
Mrs  Moon  adds.  “Our  clean¬ 
er's  first  reaction  was  horror. 
‘HI  never  get  round  all  this,* 
she  said,  but  she  keeps  it  dean 
as  a  pin  in  under  six  hours, 
twice  a  week." 

“Then  there  are  the  sun¬ 
sets."  Mr  Moon  says.  "On 
summer  evenings  the  sun 
floods  through  the  circular 
window  and  bathes  the  draw¬ 
ing  room  in  a  golden  glow." 

Could  Miss  Hurley  possibly 
ask  for  anything  more? 

9  April f:  Chesterfield 
tOI7hHSIS2.lt) 


SELLING  POINTS 


FRONT  DOORS 


Ti 


I  hey  call  it  kerb  appeal. 
That  little  something 

_  that  makes  people  slow 

-  down,  look  again  and  feel  a 
warm,  anticipators  tingle 
down  the  spine.  Yes.  >uur 
front  door  could  be  your 
house's  biggest  pulling  factor. 

While  it  niav  be  fandful  to 
call  the  front  dour  the  eye  of 
the  soul,  it  is  almost  certainly 
the  focal  point  of  the  front  of  a 
house.  It  is  the  feature  upon 
which  a  prospective  purchas¬ 
er  fixes  their  eye  as  they  make 
their  first  approach.  And  it 
aui  —  intentionally  or  other¬ 
wise  —  suggest  a  lot  about  the 
rest  nf  the  house;  shabby, 
peeling  paintwork  arouses 
suspicions  about  dry  rot  and 

damp;  smart  polished  door 

furniture  hints  at  a  careful, 
house-proud  owner.  Neither 
may  he  true,  hut  it  could  he 
the  difference  between  getting 
a  buyer  over  the  threshold 
and  a* no-show.  A  fresh  coat  of 


but  are  best  avoided  in  a  1970s 
maisonette. 

Door  security  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  consideration  for  any 
purchaser,  but  should  only  be 
mentioned  in  passing  conver¬ 
sation.  Do  not  make  a  feature 
of  ft.  A  prospective  viewer  will 
grow  anxious  if  kept  standing 
on  the  doorstep  while  listen¬ 
ing  to  heavy  bolts  being 
drawn  back.  chains 
un padlocked  and  a  barking- 
mad  Doberman.  It  does  not 
put  them  in  a  positive  frame  of 
mind  about  the  area,  let  alone 
the  house. 


a  Li 


Brass  signals  style  but  a  cheap  front  door  repels  buyers 


paint  is  a  cheap  and  quick  makeover  but 
take  care  over  colour.  A  survey  by  the 
Affiance  and  Leicester  Building  Society 
i  found  brown  and  purple  front  doors  to  be 
M  instant  turn-offs  (signalling,  respectively, 
•  thill  and  definitely  dodgy),  while  blue 
i  was  the  mo**  n^pr  ir  —  smart  hints  uf 
nobility- 

Natural  wood,  stained  or  varnished, 
has  a  classic,  dignified  appeal,  but  could 
look  dull  if  the  rest  of  the  house  has  few 
distinguishing  features.  However,  rusli- 
jng  out  lu  buy  a  glossy  white,  mock 
Georgian,  pandicd  door  with  fanlight 
and  brass  fotdc-rols  for  your  between- 
jbe-wars.  pebble-dashed  semi  is  definite¬ 
ly  unwise.  The  style  uf  door  should  subtly 


enhance  the  property,  not  punch  poten¬ 
tial  buyers  in  the  eye.  A  jarring  note 
makes  them  nervous  about  what  other 
stylistic  "improvements"  they  might  find. 

Cheek  the  door  furniture.  Bells,  knock¬ 
ers,  handles  and  letter-boxes  can  improve 
appearances  at  very  little  cost  IF.  for 
year*  you  have  been  meaning  to  dtangc 
that  w'retchcd  little  aluminium  handle, 
now  is  the  time.  A  bit  of  polished  brass 
confers  instant  style  and  dignity,  and 
original  stained  glass  panels  either 
within  the  door  or  above  it  add  authentic 
appeaL  But  think  carefully  before  you  go 
the  whole  hog  of  carriage  lamps  and  bell- 
pulls.  These  are  fine  if  you  do  happen  to 
live  in  a  coach  house  or  country  manor. 


ikewise.  yelling  through 
the  letter-box  to  "shove 
on  the  door.  mate,  it 
always  sticks  in  the  winter"  is 
likely  to  put  them  on  red  alert 
for  other  signs  of  poor  house¬ 
keeping.  Do  your  mainte¬ 
nance  now. 

A  decent  quality  timber 
door  costs  betw*.Lu  £100  and 
OOfl.  more  if  if  inriudes  glazed  panels. 
Plastic  doors  (around  £3219  score  highly 
for  ease  of  maintenance  and  security,  but 
may  have  aesthetic  drawbacks.  If  you  live 
in  a  conservation  area,  contact  the  local 
planning  department  to  see  if  there  are 
any  restrictions.  Enforcement  notices  to 
remove  plastic  doors  have  been  served  on 
conservation  area  home-owners  who 
disregarded  local  planning  codes. 

One  final  point  never,  ever  send 
viewers  round  to  the  back  door,  even  if  it 
is  the  one  everybody  uses.  Thee  people 
have  come  to  buy  your  home,  not  deliver 
the  coal. 

Helen  Pickles 


Whether  your  destination  is  the  Continent?  || 
the  British  Isles,  or  oceans  away,  your  quest  J| 
for  the  ideal  summer  holiday  begins  with iarril 
important  10-part  series  in  The  Sunday  Tip^es^ 
expanded  Travel  section  tomorrow  /' 

THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 
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country  life 


WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  JANUARY  4  Wq?' 


Your 

countryside 
needs  you 


It  is  a  new-  year,  and  with  it  comes 
news  that  un  the  first  Saturday  of 
every  month  we  shall  feature  in  this 
column  the  letters  you  have  written 
on  rural  topics.  About  time,  too:  because 
the  letters  are  varied,  mostly  sensible, 
and  sometimes  worthy  of  wider  circula¬ 
tion.  But  before  we  go 'any  further,  may  L 
oFTer  you  my  text  for  I9ti7.  which  I  ask 
you  to  bear  in  mind  as  you  read  or  write 
the  letters?  It  is  this:  (he  countryside  is  a 
crazy  min u re.  ami  that  is  why  it  works. 

If  you.  like  me.  are  struggling  to  make 
sense  of  the  debate  surrounding  every 
aspect  of  rural  life,  and  trying  to  decide 
on  which  side  of  the  fence  you  will  fall, 
there  are  wo  hooks  worthy  of  close 
examination. 

The  first  i>  called  Our  Co  unity  side,  in 
which  “real  country  people  explain  the 
problems  that  rural  Britain  faces. .  "The 
contributors  range  from  Jack  Charlton, 
of  footballing  fame,  to  the  millionaire 
novelist  Frederick  Forsyth.  Real  country 
people?  More  scribbling*  from  die  Range 
Rover-owning  classes?  Bah.  humbug. 
But  hang  an  Consider  them  just  part  of 
the  mixture,  and  put  them  to  one  side  for 
a  moment  without  condemning  them. 

Then  pick  up  Elizabeth  Handy's  book 
Behind  the  View— Portraits  of  a  Norfolk 
Village.  This  is  a  collection  of  die 
author's  photographs  of  the  village  of 
Bressingham  m  soudt  Norfolk.  Her 
starting' point  was  a  collection  of  85-year- 
old  photographs  belonging  to  her  neigh¬ 
bour.  Charlie  Butler.  [1  was  clear  that 
many  of  rhe  village  features  —  shops, 
houses,  cottages  —  had  changed  little  in 
die  intervening  years.  But  what  inspired 
Handy  was  not  the  permanence  but  the 
nature  of  the  change  that  had  taken  place 
on  the  other  side  of  the  doors.  Who  were 
now  the  villagers  of  Bressingham.  and 
what  did  they  do? 

“Like  a  well-darned  sock."  she  writes, 
"it  still  looks  rhe  same,  still  works  as  well, 
although  much  of  the  wool  has  been 
replaced  by  newer  stuff."  She  pictures  — 
alongside  the  parish  council,  die  local 
mechanic  and  postman,  and  the  Church 
Bell  Restoration  Committee  —  business¬ 
men.  artists,  advertising  consultants  and 
an  international  lawyer.  Her  broad 
conclusion  is  that  Bressingham.  and 
villages  like  it  that  survive  and  thrive,  do 
so  because  of  “the  mix  of  our  differences". 

So  back  to  Forsyth  and  his  fellow 
countrymen.  They  are  the  latest  strands 
of  expensive  wool  to  be  darned  into  the 
weary-  sock.  But  they  should  nor  be 
dismissed  just  for  being  new .  Their  views 
are  as  important'  as  —  though  not 
necessarily  more  important  than  —  those 
of  the  oldest  inhabitant  with  a  wheelbar¬ 
row-.  or  the  gardener  with  a  spade.  They, 
too.  3re  part  of  the  mix  of  differences  that 
makes  the  countryside  thrive. 

Forsyth  recognises  this  and.  in  Our 
Countryside ,  writes.  “The  countryside  is 
neither  a  honey-suckle  wreathed  choco¬ 
late  box  cover,  nor  a  charnel  house  popu¬ 
lated  by  sadists,  nor  a  soft  option  existing 
on  subsidy  handouts,  nor  an  ecological 
coincidence.  This  countryside  or  yours  is 
multifunctional  as  well  as  good  to  look  at. 
It  plays  host  to  a  wildlife  pool  of  awesome 
variety  ,  but  also  of  hair-trigger  delicacy 


DOWN  TO  EARTH 


RAUL  HEINEY 

where  humans  exist  in  harmony . . .  with 
animals,  birds  and  fish.” 

So  does  it  not  follow  that,  providing 
you  maintain  die  mix,  you  will  preserve 
the  countryside?  Does  not  Handy's 
Bressingham  prove  that  by  ensuring  a 
mix  of  jobs  and  incomes,  philosophies 
and  opinions?  The  only  people  to  be 
deeply  suspicious  of  are  those  who 
believe  that  they  and  their  kind  alone 
own  the  countryside.  They  might  be 
fanners  or  lifelong  residents,  newcomers 
or  romantics,  sportsmen  or  animal 
sentimentalists.  All  have  to  accept  the 
need  for  a  mix.  _ 

Now  to  your  letters.  After  a 
reader  wrote  of  the  damage 
the  badger  was  doing  to 
gardens. 'poultry  and  grave¬ 
yards.  I  raised  the  wider  question  of  what 
happens  when  the  protection  rightly 
given  to  certain  species  puts  them  in  such 
a  strong  position  that  they  inflict  damage 
to  the  point  where  they  once  again  need 
controlling? 

Has  anyone  yet  addressed  the  question 
of  what  happens  when  conservation  lias 
fulfilled  its  ambitions? 

To  any  of  you  who  misunderstood  my 
reply.  1  am  sorry.  I  like  badgers,  but  l 
doubt  I  will  convince  Mrs  Hocking,  of 
Constantine.  Falmouth,  who  wrote: 

“/  am  amazed  and  shocked  at  Paul 
Heine  Vs  diatribe  against  wildlife,  par- 
ricularlv  badgers.  Badgers  are  creatures 
which  hare  been  persecuted,  tortured . 
killed  for  sport  for  many  years.  In  our 
pan  of  Cornwall,  we  have  long  taken  an 
interest  in  badgers.  We  used  to  see  eight 
or  nine  eiviy  watch,  but  now  there  are 
regularly  only  three.  So  where  are  these 
huge  pest  numbers?  And  is  it  not  because 
man  has  developed  roads,  built  over  and 
destroyed  setts,  and  driven  many  bad¬ 
gers  away  from  their  normal  haunts  that 
there  are  now  the  rogue  hadgers  that  kill 
poultry?  Anyway,  man  does  far  worse 
things  to  poultry  than  any  badger 
An  even  angrier  Mrs  Smith  bites  my 
head  off  writing  that 
~Heiney  knows  nothing  at  all  about 
badgers.  Badgers  are  NOT  predators, 
and if  he  is  worried  about  his  chickens  he 
should  shut  them  up  at  night  in  a  well- 
built  hut.  Unfortunately,  badgers  are 
attacked  and  tortured  by  ignorant 
criminals.  There  are.  of  course,  other 
animals  which,  when  hungry,  will  kill  “ 


Postroan.  1910.  from  Behind  the  Mew — Portraits  of  a  Norfolk  Village,  by  Elizabeth  Handy.  Bressingham’s  inhabitants  are  very  different  today 


Mercy,  mercy.  I  only  asked  a  question, 
never  passed  an  opinion  as  to  whether 
badgers  were  angels  of  mercy  or  the  devil 
reborn.  And  therein  lies  The  problem: 
there  can  be  no  solution  to  this  or  any 
country'  problem  as  long  as  extremists 
shout  loudest,  and  any  animal  trade  or 
type  of  resident  is  crudely  demonised  or 
lavishly  overpraised. 

I  offer  the  next  letter  with  some 
trepidation,  for  a  deluge  of  anti-field 
sports  letters  is  a  force  to  be  reckoned 
with.  But  read  what  Christopher  Pryor, 
of  Sheffield,  writes,  and  have  it  in  the 
back  of  your  mind  as  you  read  the  letter 
that  follows: 

"Do  the  well-meaning  and  usually 
urban  conservationists  have  any  appre¬ 


ciation  of  how  easily  the  balance  of 
nature  is  upset?  Do  they  realise  that  the 
countryside  tooks  as  it  does  today  as  a 
result '  of  true  conservationists:  field 
sportsmen  and  women  who  have  known 
how  important  it  is  to  maintain  the 
balance  between  predator  and  prey f 

Some  will  be  uneasy  with  the  notion 
that  a  rrue  conservationist  could  ever 
carry  a  gun.  But  as  well  as  the  thorny 
question  of  the  badgers,  I  mentioned 
reports  of  the  conserved  otter  population 
of  North  Uist  causing  problems  to 
poultry'  keepers.  Paul  Yoxon,  of  the 
International  Otter  Survival  Fund,  ex¬ 
plains  the  facts,  and  at  the  same  time 
proves  that  a  little  sense  goes  a  lot  further 
than  a  heap  of  principle: 


" The  otter  population  in  North  Uist 
has  been  pretty  constant  for  the  past  SO 
years.  The  problem  was  one  rogue  otter 
'which  was  killing  poultry.  It  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Scottish  Office  that  it  be 
humanely  trapped  and  relocated.  The 
suggestion  of  a  cull  is  dangerous,  as  it 
sets  a  precedent  for  relaxing  protective 
measures  against  wildlife." 

That  letter  has  blown  a  breath  of 
cooling  Hebridean  air  through  this 
overheated  argument:  one  otter's  felony 
admitted  and  dealt  with,  residents  and 
wildlife  happy-.  But  again  —  and  I  only 
ask  the  question  —  if  the  careful  balance 
of  predator  and  prey  has  traditionally' 
been  in  the  hands  of  country  sportsman 
for  generations,  why  have  country 


sportsmen  now  become  the  object  of  such 
hate?  The  easy  answer  is  because  so 
many  hitherto  silent  urban  dwellers  now 
voice  opinions.  Bur  is  there  something 
else,  too?  Is  there,  perhaps,  something 
about  some  of  those  who  shoot  and  hunt 
today,  and  their  attitude  to  their  fellow' 
counnymen,  that  has  also  changed? 

Before  you  jump  to  any  conclusions.  I 
am  not  one  of  them.  But  I  am  willing  to 
broker  some  of  your  thoughtful  answers. 

•  Readers  should  write  to  Paul  Heiney, 
Weekend,  The  Times.  I  Pennington  Sr. 
London  El  9XN. 

•  Our  Countryside  (Pearson  Publishing, 
£19£S).  Behind  the  View  ££ /ft  including pSp. 
available  from  Old  Hall  Cottages, 
Bressingham,  Diss.  Norfolk  IP222AG.  All 
profits  to  village  charities). 


Batty  idea  for  a  new  home  underneath  the  arches 

V  PAUL  STUART  . _ _ _  _  _ * 
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Brynich  aqueduct  near  Brecon,  has  been  home  to  bat  colonies  for  around  two  centuries.  They  roost  by  day  in  the  cracks  under  the  aqueduct  Workmen  fill  cracks  after  the  bats  have  been  removed.  It  is  hoped  they  will  return 

The  aqueduct  needed  restoration.  But  what  could  the  workmen  do  with 
its  bat  colony?  Derwent  May  reports  on  an  innovative  solution 


A  bove  the  foaming  River 
f\  Usk  just  below  Brecon. 
.  JLin  Powys,  strides  die 
tagnificent*  four-arched 
rvTUch  aqueduct.  (1  is  a 
rhedulerf  Ancient  Monument 
nd  was  built  between  1747 
nd  1812  to  carry  what  is  now 
le  Monmouthshire  and  Brec- 
n  Canal.  The  water  still  flows 
bove  die  river,  and  the  canal 
as  been  developed  in  recent 
ears  hy  British  Waterways 
ito  a  popular  place  fur  sunt- 
ter  boating 

But  underneath  the  arches 
ves  a  more  mysterious  popu- 
ition:  numerous  bats,  includ- 
ig  pipistrelles,  the  Daub- 
ittnn's  or  water  baL  and  die 
irgc  nucmle  hat  They  fly  and 
sd  over  the  canal  at  night 
nd.  probably  for  tvvu  centu- 
ies.  have  rousted  by  day  in  the 
racks  under  rhe  aqueduct. 

Now  a  huge  restoration  uf 
ic  aqueduct  is  under  way.  It 
as  involved  squirting  grout  — 

kind  of  mortar  —  under 
rcssure  into  all  the  cracks  in 


the  stonework  so  that  it  floods 
through  the  structure  and 
hardens.  But  whaL  asked  the 
ecologists  at  British  Water¬ 
ways  before  work  started, 
shall  ue  do  about  the  bats? 
Huw  shall  we  prevent  them 
being  immured  m  their  holes, 
and  huw  shall  we  provide 
homes  for  them  again  when 
the  work  is  done?  After  consul¬ 
tations  with  wildlife  groups 
they  came  up  with  some 
inventive  solutions  to  each 
problem. 

On  a  mild  winter’s  day.  with 
snow  up  above  us  on  the 
Brecon  Beacons  but  all  the 
hillside  streams  flowing  mer¬ 
rily.  I  went  with  Jonathan 
Briggs,  the  British  Waterways’ 
conservation  ecologist,  to  sec 
what  they  have  done. 

We  went  firsr  to  the  little 
village  of  Bettws.  not  far  from 
Criekhowell.  Here  lives  Peter 
Smith  of  the  Brecknock  Bat 
Croup,  a  former  computer 
programmer  who  is  now  a 

freelance  ecology  consultant. 


At  his  small  cottage,  with  a 
mountain  towering  above  ii 
and  an  alder-fringed  stream  at 
the  foot  of  his  garden,  he 
showed  us  the  devices  he  had 
made  to  help  the  bats 

The  first  was  the  one  for 
getting  the  bats  safely  out  of 
die  aqueduct  structure.  It  was 
a  short  length  of  drainpipe 
with  a  kind  of  footless  sock  on 
one  end  of  it  Last  September, 
just  before  the  restoration 
work  began,  devices  like  this 
were  fixed  over  all  the  nolo 
and  cracks  under  the  aqueduct 
arches.  The  idea  was  that  the 
bats,  on  cuming  out  in  tile 
evening,  would  drop  down 
and  find  their  way  out  of  the 
rhe  sock,  but  not  be  able  to  get 
back  in  again. 

It  must  haw  (coked  like  a 
whole  nursery'  of  Christmas 
stockings  hanging  there.  -And 


Pipistrelle  bats  live  at  Brynich  with  two  other  species 


it  worked.  Where  all  the  bats 
wen;  is  nor  known,  bur  it  is 
hoped  that  this  winter  many 
have  found  a  hibernating 
piacc  in  other  bridges  und 
trees  along  the  canal.  To 
rehouse  some  of  them.  Mr 


Smith  dev  doped  a  device  he 
had  used  before  ro  provide 
bats  with  rousting  places  in 
trees.  This  is  what  he  calls  a 
“bat  belfry ~  —  a  concrete 
cylinder  with  u  removable 
"stopper''  at  one  end  shapeJ  so 


that  bats  can  squeeze  past  it. 
Mr  Smith  and  his  bat  group 
have  hung  these  in  the  past 
from  tree  branches,  and  they 
have  quickly  been  taken  up  as 
bat  residences.  They  are 
warmer  than  holes  in  trees, 
where  die  wind  ran  blow  in. 
Now,  under  the  arches  of  the 
aqueduct,  a  powerful  electric 
stone-cutter  has  been  used  to 
cut  holes  in  die  restored  stone¬ 
work,  and  the  new-  cylindrical 
concrete  homes-  have  been 
fastened  inside  them. 

Bars  will  sleep  packed  up. 
tight  against  each  other.  But  in 
some  of  his  cylinders  Mr 
Smith  has  inserted  wooden 
partitions,  so  that  the  bats  can 
have  a  choice  of  apartment. 

We  left  him  to  his  village 
idyll,  and  drove- on  through 
luxuriant  countryside  to  the 
aqueduct.  For  pan  of  die  way 


we  followed  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  canal.  Although  the 
wafer  has  been  drained  from 
the  channel  in  the  aqueduct 
itself,  because  there  is  more 
work  going  on  up  there,  there 
was  still  plenty  of  water  in  this 
stretch  of  the  canal,  fed  by 
hillside  streams. 

We  crossed  a  bridge  over  the 
Usk  and  the  aqueduct  came 
into  sight.  It  is  an  enormous 
bridge,  high  above  the  river. 

which  here  runs  through  high. 

wooded  banks.  The  river  curls 
and  '  creams  over  countless 
rocks  below,  but  in  places  is 
quite  shallow,  and  we  were 
able  to  walk  out  a  little  way 
under  the  first  ardt  of  the 
aqueducr  on  some  flat  stones. 

There  they  were,  the  round, 
dark  holes,  the  entrances  to 
the  new  bat  homes.  They  were 
installed  while  there  was  stifi 
scaffolding  under  Hie  arches, 
but  now'  that  has  gone  and  the 
river  swirls  under  the  arches 
unimpeded  again.  Some  of  the* 
solid,  cylindrical  chunks  of 


stonework  that  . had  been  cut 
out  lo  make  way  for  the  n**- 
homes  lay  oh  the  bank: 

The  chief  engineer  on  tfc 
site,  led  us  up  the  riverbankw 
the  top  of  the  aqueduct  to  to* 
at  the  empty  channel  —a  tow 
stood  in  it.  looking  very  out** 
place.  The  task  of  fortifying  d* 
channel  will  go  on  through**^ 
the  winter,  because  it  must  t* 
ready  to  take  cruising  b0*1* 
again  in  April. 

The  engineer.  loo.  was  mw 
ested  in  nature.  He  had  b 
watching  the  fieldfares  in  u* 
trees  and  the  dippers  on  v* 
river  stones,  and  he  told  w6 
how  workmen  had  transp**' 
ted  freshwater  crayfish  to 
ty  from  the  channel  and_fr°£n 
an  overflow  stream,  r 

So  now  everybody  is  awsufr . 
ing  spring  and  the  time  m? 
bats  stir  themselves  from 
bemation.  Will  they  MjJJ; 
back  to  the  aqueduct  ancF®v 
on  their  new  homes 
delight?  There's  good  re®?®.? 
to  believe  that  they  will- ' 


|j  jeJ>\  u>  I 
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rs  say  minimalism  is  the  thing,  but  it  seems  the  British  don’t  want  to  follow  their  lead 


DES  JENSON 
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b 
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ST  ^v* 


British  style  abhors  avacaara^;*^** 
-What  we  iravr  always  prefqred  to  :js6l 
Trimpliaty,  if  the  truth  bekrtowct  fiEi/ba 
'According  to  the  film  styiistSasha; 
Schwerdt,  the  impulse'  towards.-^  " 
minimalism  is  soroetisng  mare  Y/: 
often  desired than  iuifiBed.  The 
impulse  to  dutter  is  deeper  and-,^ 
more  powerful.  “Afl  dtflterers  Hm  .":  'S*as‘ 
to  think  of  tftemsefyesas  not  and,  in  ■ 
our  heart  of  hearts,  rewpqftt  to«e 
to  diminate  it  som^hnes,"  she 
says.  ‘But  atinimatism  just3emS5„.,. 
life  such  an  imptamnakway  a 
living;  you  can’t  see  anyjrfgps^ihfc 
individual.  7  find  janfite*  cojidt 
more  rewarding  creatively-’*  t:  -  • k  ;*.V 
Mrs  Scftwerdfs  boose 
signs  of  the  indiriduaLArboua; 
magpie,  die  colteds  corks  an&nuBc  ^ ' 
bottle  lops,  string  and  cotowedr 
wod,  and  lets  them  spiH  confe^- 
pia-style  out  of  cardboard  hoses*,'  *  «•’ 

At  any  one  time  sfte  may.ha^.v. 
three  weeks’  of  unread  newspame&rt- 


:-nacr; 


ia&rii 
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children  are 


HOME 


Read  all  about  it  -  on  the  wall 


WM 

m*.r  .*> 


Vpecpratog  with  a 
,  "quality  wallpaper 
can  be  costly. 

■ -Occo^P^ge.is  an 
artful  alternative 

With  good  quality  wallpaper 
costing  abwrt  E2Q  for  a  30ft 
roll,  papering  a  roam  has 
become  expensive.  But  for  those  who 
do  not  want  to  use ’fee  paintpot,  there 
are  altanatives_  Walls  can  be  decorat¬ 
ed  withalfsorts'of  paper  printed  with 
words  and  pictures- . ; 

•  The  Georgians  understood  fins 
when  they  began  gluing  prints  on  to 
their  yeflbwr  walls  to  create  elaborate 
print  towns. 

In  New  York,  a  new  spin  on  the  print 
.  room  has  grown  among  cost-conscious 
decorators*  who  are  using  magazine 
pictures,  gift  wrapping,  brown  paper, 
the  pink  pages  aStiae  Financial  Times, 
greetings  cards  .and  postage  stamps  to 

brighten  tlieir  walls. 

Themethodis  called  decmipage,  and 
the  beauty  of  it  is  in  the  editing.  Any 
sort  of  paper  can  be  ased,  so  toflg  as  it 
js  combined  wifli  Wher  elements  in  an 
imaginative  way.  The  late  Hiram 
Manning,  a  Boston-based  decoupage 
fan  of  the  1960s,  woald  even  use  pages 
of  the  National  Geographic  magazine 
.and  Herthey  chocolate  bar  wrappers. 

Fblbwing  die-. base  steps,  even  a 
novice  can  achieve  a  stunning  effect 
One  speh  beginner  was.  Michael 
Weber,  who  eight  years  ago  derided  to 
:  update  fee  bathroom  of  his  apartment 
in  SoHa  New  York,  with  a  patchwork 
of  9in  by  12m  pages  taken  from  one  of 
Henry  Miller’s  illustrated  albums. 
Photos  of  .Millers  wives,  scribbled 
p»fl*s  of  manuscript  and  Cocteau-like, 
doodles  now  'amuse  Susan  Fovkh,  a 
lawyer  and  the  flats  present  occupant 
She  particularly  likes  one  of  Millers 
aphorisms,  which  has  been  glued  to 
the  wafl  at  eye-Ievd:  “The  thing  is  to 
became  a  master  and in  your  old  age  to 
.  acquire  the  courage  to  do  what 
children  did  when  they  knew  nothing." 

Mr  W^ier  concentrated  on  the  three 
walls  enclosing  his  bath  tub.  A  small 
,  hallway,  a  lavatory  or  even  one  wall  of 
the.  kitchen  are  ail  ideal  spaces. 
Decorating  a  Jiving  room  with  cutouts 
would  need  great  patience,  however. 


RICHARD  POHLE 


fticaa  Povidi's  bathroom,  decorated  wife  pages  from  a  Henry  Miller  album 


Fbr  a  project  like  Mr  Weber’s,  where 
a  page  has  to  be  neatly  removed  horn 
the  hook  with  one  dean  ait,  a  pair  of 
paper  shears  is  needed.  To  be  really 
professional,  fee  elements  to  be  pasted 
cm  to  fee  wall  should  be  sealed  first. 
This  prevents  smudging  —  essential 
wife  newsprint— and  offers  protection 
from  stains  or  discolouration  caused  by 
the  glue  or  any  finishing  coats  of 


varnish.  Spray  or  brush  on  fee  sealer 
in  a  well -ventilated  area. 

Next,  prepare  the  walls.  Any  cracks 
or  bumps  should  be  filled  and  sanded, 
because  once  the  paper  is  up  and  fee 
sealer  is  on  there  is  nothing  you  can  do 
about  an  irregular  surface. 

Wallpaper  paste  is  fine  for  fee  son  of 
job  Mr  Weber  was  undertaking,  but 
the  amount  and  type  of  adhesive  you 
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Detail  of  the  Miller  decoupage 

need  will  depend  on  the  thickness  of  the 
paper.  Too  little  and  the  picture  will  not 
stick.  Too  much  and  the  dean-up 
operation  afterwards  becomes  more 
difficult.  Experiment  on  a  comer  first 
to  find  out  how  much  you  need. 

To  make  sure  you  know  exactly 
where  the  pictures  are  going. 
Blu-Tack  or  Sellotape  them  fo 
fee  wall  before  gluing  starts.  Allow* 
overlap  on  pictures,  because  fee  paper 
will  shrink  once  it  dries. 

Once  fee  pictures  are  up,  clean  the 
surface  immediately  wife  a  damp 
sponge  dipped  in  hot  water.  For  sn 
over-sealant.  Mr  Weber  used  a  poly¬ 
urethane  varnish,  which  is  solvent- 
based  and  excellent  for  a  rapid  build¬ 
up  of  coats.  But  because  fee  coats  dry 
quickly,  it  is  easy  to  leave  visible  brush 
marks  on  the  surface  by  accident. 
Make  sure  feat  you  brush  neatly  from 
top  to  bottom,  so  that  if  brush  marks 
are  noticeable  they  do  not  distract  the 
eye.  Remove  any  stray  blobs  wife  paint 
thinner. 

This  sort  of  varnish  takes  on  a 
yellowish  hue  after  a  while,  which  will 
makeyour  collage  look  as  though  it  has 
been  there  for  ever. 

Miss  Povich  says  she  is  happy  wife 
the  result  The  wall  gets  soaking  wet 
every  day.  but  the  paper  never  bubbles 
or  leaks,  and  cleans  easily  with 
washing-up  liquid. 

Miller  would  doubtless  be  thrilled  to 
be  sharing  a  bath  wife  yet  another 
naked  woman. 

Lois  Letts 
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■  TH  E  Crown  Estate  is  offer¬ 
ing  yearly  leases  on  six  flats  at 
No  1  Palace  Green,  overlook¬ 
ing  Kensington  Palace.  Origi¬ 
nally  built  in  1869  for  fee 
Honourable  George  Howard, 
later  the  ninth  Earl  of  Car¬ 
lisle,  the  house  was  converted 
into  flats  in  fee  1950s.  Prices 
from  £500  to  £3.00 0  per  week. 
Knight  Frank.  0171-937  8203. 

■  THE  number  of  house¬ 
holds  wife  negative  equity  fell 
by  more  than  half  during 
1996,  according  to  the  latest 
figures  from  Nationwide, 
with  about  800,000  now  af¬ 
fected,  compared  wife  1.7  mil¬ 
lion  at  the  end  of  1995. 
Nationwide  expects  the  bulk 
of  negative  equity  to  be  dimi- 
nated  over  fee  next  two  years. 

■  ST  JOHN'S  Jerusalem,  a 
Grade  H*  listed  house  and 
Scheduled  Ancient  Monu¬ 
ment  at  Sutton  in  Hone.  Kent 
has  been  sold  on  a  99-year 
lease  by  fee  National  Trust 
through  Strutt  &  Parker, 
which  was  quoting  in  fee 
region  of  £500.000  for  the 
leasehold  interest.  The 
Knights  Hospitallers  of  the 
Order  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem 
established  a  commandery 
and  church  on  the  site  in  fee 
13th  century. 

■  SELLING  Your  Home. 
(£4.99)  the  latest  in  the  Collins 
Pocket  Reference  series,  will 
be  published  on  January  14. 
and  offers  advice  on  every¬ 
thing  from  choosing  an  estate 
agent  to  selling  at  auction  and 
receiving  offers  and 
conveyancing. 

■  THE  Joseph  Rowntree 
Foundation  has  published  the 
first  study  of  the  affects  of 
permanent  sites  for  travellers 
on  nearby  residents.  Most 
households  questioned  had 
no  sperific  complaints  and. 
although  some  daim  that 
property  values  have  been 
affected  by  tire  sites,  there  is 
evidence  of  building  taking 
place  within  50  metres  of  one 
rite  boundary. 

•  Contributors:  Amanda  Loose 
and  Chervl  Ta\ior 


It’s  the  ultimate  catch 


Homes  with  their 


own  fishing  rights 


are  in  great 


demand  among 


anglers,  says 


Lynne  Greenwood 


The  Prince  of  Wales.  Jack 
Charlton  and  Ian  Botham 
love  it.  Spike  Milligan  is 
quoted  in  a  television  advert 
for  Guinness,  saying:  “Fishing  is 
complete  and  utter  madness." 

For  those  with  a  lifelong  passion 
for  angling,  however,  owning  a 
stretch  of  river  is  the  ultimate  catch. 
Pruperty  developer  Hugh  Dalgety. 
who  owns  a  stretch  of  salmon  and  sea 
trout  fishing  at  the  junction  of  the 
rivers  Taw  and  Mole  in  Devon, 
believes  that  fishing  rights  are  "the 
must  satisfying  piece  of  property 
anyone  could  ever  purchase". 

"You  get  to  know  your  river  so  well 
that  know  exactly  where  the  fish  will 
be  lying,  the  heights  of  the  w  ater  and 
a  myriad  other  things."  he  says.  “And 
it  makes  me  enormously  popular 
with  my  piscatorial  friends  —  1  spend 
the  winter  going  tu  dinner  parties 
given  by  people  saying  thank  you  for 
the  fishing'." 

Houses  with  a  stretch  of  river  or 
fishing  rights  independent  of  a 
property  are  sought  after  by'  those 
with  a  passion  for  ihe  sport.  Allan 
Macpherson-Fletcher.  a  consultant 
for  agents  Srrun  &  Parker  in  the 
Highlands,  says:  "Fishing  is  a  life¬ 
long  passion  and  when  a  stretch  of 
wafer  goes  on  the  market,  it  can 
generate  huge  interest.  Those  people 
buying  areas  of  water  arc  not  doing  it 
fur  investment,  but  their  love  of 
fishing." 

Even  non-anglers  like  a  property 
that  includes  a  stretch  of  river 
because  it  adds  to  the  value  of  the 
house,  says  Mr  Maepherson-FIelch- 
er.  who  owns  a  three-mile  srretch  of 
the  River  Spey,  w  hich  has  been  in  the 
family  for  more  than  200  years. 

In  Scotland  in  particular,  fishing 
on  a  sporting  estate  is  a  useful 
amenity.  “I  know  of  one  estate  owner 
who  only  had  loch  fishing,  and  so 
bought  into  a  syndicate  to  enable  him 
to  oner  salmon  fishing.'-  he  says. 

Before  buying,  his  advice  is  to 
check  records  as  far  back  as  possible, 
to  identify  cyclical  fluctuations,  al¬ 
though  this  may  be  difficult  if  a  river 
has  been  fished  infrequently. 

The  House  of  Daviot  Estate,  near 
Inverness,  a  residential,  agricultural 


Boleside  Fishings  (above)  includes  55  acres  of  the  River  Tweed  for  £35  million.  Hugh  Dalgety  (below)  owns  a  stretch  of  the  Taw  and  Mole  in  Devon 


and  sporting  estate,  including  single¬ 
bank  salmon  fishing,  is  for  sale  for 
about  £750.000.  The  one-and-a-half 
mile  stretch  of  the  River  Nairn,  split 
into  three  beats,  where  the  open 
season  runs  from  February  II  to 
October  7.  is  recognised  as  a  good 
small  salmon  and  sea  trout  spate 
river,  but  the  records  are  scarce 
because  the  owners  have  not  fished 
regularly. 

In  contrast,  detailed  records  are 
available  for  the  Boleside 
Fishings  on  the  River  Tweed  in 
the  Borders,  a  two-mile  double- 
bank  beat  with  11  pools  offering 
fisliing  front  February  to  November. 
Widely  recognised  as  one  of  Scot¬ 
land's  finest  salmon  rivers,  the  beat 
has  a  ten-year  average  of  445  salmon 
and  grilse.  A  fisherman's  cottage, 
fishing  house  and  55  acres  of  riverbed 
and  bank  are  included  in  the  £3.5 
million  price. 

When  Mr  Dalgety  bought  his 
stretch  of  the  Taw  and  leased  an 
adjoining  stretch  of  the  Mole,  he 
inherited  meticulous  records,  which 
he  has  maintained.  “Both  are  spate 


rivers  and  have  been  affected  badly 
by  the  drought."  he  says.  “But  there’s 
something  very  rewarding  to  your 
soul  about  just  being  on  the  river." 
David  Smith,  a  horticulturalist  who 
insisted  that  his  new  home  must  be 
dose  to  water,  is  also  discovering  the 
pleasures  of  owning  a  stretch  of  river, 
even  when  the  fish  are  not  biting.  "I 
see  oners  —  whole  families  of  them  — 
kingfishers,  herons  and  dippers:  the 
place  is  full  of  wildlife,"  says  Mr 


Smith,  who  moved  a  year  ago  to  a 
house  near  Crediton,  Devon  with  a 
575-yard  single-bank  stretch  of  the 
River  Taw,  a  five  minute  drive  from 
the  house. 

As  a  lifelong  angler,  who  first 
fished  as  a  ten-year-old  in  north 
London,  he  says  he  could  never  have 
envisaged  one  day  owning  his  own 
stretch  of  river.  “Once  you  have  smelt 
the  river,  thrown  a  stick  with  a 
maggot  on  the  end  in  the  water  and 
pulled  out  a  fish,  you're  hooked  for 
life,  it's  wonderful  to  have  your  own 
stretch  of  water.  Even  though  I'm 
only  a  beginner,  I  was  down  there  fly¬ 
fishing.  day  and  night,  last  season." 

As  diere  were  no" records  from  the 
previous  owner,  he  conducted  his 
own  research  among  local  fishermen 
and  the  owner  of  a  local  angling 
shop.  “A  hotel  which  offers  fishing 
owns  up  and  downstream  of  me  and 
a  syndicate  owns  the  opposite  bank." 
he  says.  It  is  important  to  know  your 
neighbours  on  the  river  and  who 
fishes  the  opposite  bank  if  you  are 
buying  a  single  bunk  Buyers  are 
warned  that  if  neighbouring  stret¬ 
ches  are  owned  by  an  angling  club,  it 


is  likely  that  dozens  of  fishermen  will 
arrive  every  weekend.  Careful  main¬ 
tenance  of  riverbank  and  bed  is  also 
necessary.  Trees  must  be  carefully 
trimmed,  banks  maintained  and  the 
river  bed  cleared  uf  any  obstructions. 

Poaching  can  be  a  problem,  al¬ 
though  the  availability  and  relatively 
low  'price  of  fanned  salmon  has 
reduced  potential  returns.  Most  own¬ 
ers  are  philosophical  about  individ¬ 
ual  local  poachers  stealing  a  salmon 
for  the  freezer  and  admit  that  policing 
the  river  is  almost  impossible. 

“Word  soon  gets  around  if  some¬ 
one's  boasting  in  the  village  pub 
about  a  catch  on  a  private  stretch  of 
water.”  says  Mr  Smith-  "You  can  let  it 
be  known  in  your  own  way  that 
you're  not  very  happy." 

•  Fishing  seasons  vary  around  the 
coumrv.  For  details  of  legislation, 
including  seasons  and  stocks,  contact  the 
local  office  of  the  Environment  Agency  in 
England  and  Wales  or  the  local  fishing 
boards  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

•  House  of  Daviot  Estate.  Inverness- 
shire.  and  the  Boleside  Fishings  in  the 
Borders,  contact  Strutt  £«  Parker. 
Edinburgh  ptS  (-220  2500). 


HAMPSHIRE  .  - 

Hockley,  Twyford.  Over  a  mile  of  quality  ffehing,  (trout  and  coarse) 
on  the  river  Itchen,  including  800  yards  of  double  bank  oh  the  J 
mam  river,  600  yards  ori  the  carriers  and  975  yards  of  single  bank 
on the  Itehan  Navigaltori.  fil  acres  of  amsnfly  meadow  and 
pasture  land,  and  a  tenanted  three-bedroom  cottage.  Average  210 
trout  per  annum.  About  £300,000  (Knight  Frank  01 71  -629  8171}  - 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE  • 
Bowton-on4he-Wat«r  Fishing 
Lakes,  on  the  edge  of  , 
Bourton-orHhe-Water,  near : 
Burford.Two  picturesque 
coarsefaWrig  iakes^jstockad 
.with  roach,  perch,  bream,  pfca, 
carp  and  rudd.  Also  three 
islands  and  a  traditional  bam, 
plus  paddock  with,  road 
frontage.  29  acres  jn  total. 
About  £235,000. 

(Ssivftls,  01295  263535)  -  ' 


TAYSIDE  . 

Upper  Melgund  Flshiriga,  near  “ 
Brechin,  Angus.  Secluded  ' 
stretch  of  single  (right)  bank  - 
fishing  wett  shaded  for  sea  -  -*  : 
trout  0.5  mites  singferight  - 
and  0.1  mils  double  bank.  ,7  -* 
Four  named  pools.  Average, 
catch  6  salmon  and.25  sea  - 
trout  Offers  over  £58,000. 
fSavffls.  01356822187)  - 

l.i'.'.  CHERYLTAYLQR 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL: 
0171  481  1986  (TRADE) 
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071  481  4000  (PRIVATE) 
FAX:  0171 782  7828  0171 782  7799 


NORTH  OF  THE 
THAMES _ 

BARGAINS  Xnpomnsbra  and 
RodDOud  lor  quick  ula  vopc 
Capital  PioporiT  Liait  7  don 
IO.un.lOpm  0171  833  1104. 
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COUNTY  HOMESEARCH  CO  (in 
Year  -  Now  HmmT  Wo  can  balp 
01243  =62360 


ALDSIMEY.  BELL  «i  CO.  Uland'a 
nMot  anal*  aganu.  Wew 
fttun  £65.000.  Ns  pnrcbaaiag 
rtnrklloM  for  Bniish  (ubfacu 
nr  HU  nmlMn,  Free  colour 
book  ate  -  3  Victoria  it.  Aldnr- 
my.  Tal*D]«81  -837  2562  Fox: 


SW3 

Chelsea  truohM.  Rudy  oo  meva 
hi  Light  Mt  tpaejout  4/5 
bedroom  home.  3  bithroom-.  (7 
ca/asse).  dretuns  room,  brjw 
I  ration,  (fining  roam.  Ssunrang 
outdoor}.  xm-Ji 

arrace  &  p«oo. 
080.000 

Please  w"  often  horn  lCunvbpm 

0171  589  4836 


SW10 


Lateral  conversion 

Prune  |W.illuti  ID  Cjlhijri  F.iuii 
Qcc.ni.  .pjo.'u-,  fir-i  flics- 
btnrul  erm  seni-s.  thi  in 
rhaueun  icnuur 
2  UuiAIr  foJ'  halo  in > 

Tel:  0171  3521 141 


SW3  CHELSEA 

A  I  hot  Hj:  H’-aftsAm-;  part. 
Fully  fatal  LbcIwi.  hnlrrunm. 
scat  pmJen.  i-jbld  TV.  vxcunty 
ifcvr *  mcJl  •  on  A. 

LV7<W1. 

(Hope.  0J7]  W  P7 66 from 
BUOflB-lpaiur  ck-»  atlcr  8pm. 


LOOKING  FOR 
A  SUBSTANTIAL 
COUNTRY 
PROPERTY 

tt  tin.  asr^a.  Stnaaaa. 
Ansi  Berts  or 
L'uoankl .. 

TV  matt]  hofi-4L  I  be  ctocia 
cooiJili'si  4  which  cnuU  he 
fft.m  imroxulBc  buonnS 

mn.  -AnuMbeilf 
clunkln  jodhaoc  uWo 
The  sctcj^  muu  he 
nfli-iew  I.»  i  few 

NUrac  rrrev  perfufn  j  scull 
Raxfenil  ami 

in  adeanupr 

Please  fax  details 
to: 

001441234  1324. 
V  kwing  possible 

8-12  January. 
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ou  msc.rf  Crane. 
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R°s  Prinkwater,  a  photographer,  cases  a  family  house  in  London  where  a  superstar  might  hide  from  the  paparazzi 
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iz  Hurley,  the  actress, " 
is  house-hunting  In 
Chelsea,  '-'Uondon  ’ 
SW3.  If  she  can  bring- 
herself  to  stray  290  yards  into 
Fulham,  SW6,  her  ■  search 
could  be  oven  .not  only. .is - 
Britannia  Studios  a  home  fit 
for  a  star,  it  is  paparazd-prpof. 

An  American  superstar  has 
put  this  claim  to  the  test  She 
rented  the  house  fora  month 
and  liked  it  so- much  that  she 
v.  came  back  the  next  year  and 
.  /  brought  her  family.  Thecrwn- 
ers  discreetly  declined  to  re¬ 
veal  her  identity,  but  a  local 
tradesman  let  the  cat  out  of  the- 
bag,  saying:  “Think  mega- 
ha  ir,  mega-talent  and  a  one-!, 
time  Mmpwn  cormectioh." 

'  /The  property  is  short  on 
glamorous  history.  A  builder's 
yard  at  the  turn  ofthe  century, 
it  was  used  as  !a  'taxi  garage 
'  until  being  abandoned. in  the 
1970s..  In  the  late  T9S0s,  the  J 
architect  Nigel  Crump  spotted 
the  potential  of  the  vast,  dere- 
lict  site  in  the  middle  of  a  four- 
.streets-square  residential 
block.  He  designed  three 
grand  houses  around  a  beauti¬ 
ful  garden  and  cafied.it  Britan¬ 
nia  Studios. 

I  derided  to  check-out  the 
house's  privacy  for  myself. 
Armed  with  a  telephoto  lens.  1 
planned  two  visits,  the  first 
.  timed  to  coincide  with  the 
J milkman  {you’d  be  amazed  at 
‘  how  many  VIPs  take  in  their 
own  milk), 'the  second  at  the 
voyeur^  favourite  hour:  tea- 
time,  when  lights  are  on  and 
curtains  have  yet  to  be  drawn. 

It  was  all  a  waste  of  time.  X. 
discovered-  From  the  sheet, 
the  house  is  invisible,  bar  one 
chimney  that  seemed  to  be 
smirking. 

finally,  I  was-onmy  way  in. 
Having  identified  naysrif  to 


owners,  ftfter  and  Beth  Moan. 
steKJ^bnttogrretnie.  ... 

7  Inside,  the  instant  irnpres- 
skfois  BewerJyFfiQs  in  the  best 
pdssiHe  taste;  acres  of  space. 

.  huge  skylights  that,  even  on  a 
wfater’S-day.  flpod  the  whole 
honse  with  light 
:  •  Jts'greatest  charm  istfaatihe 
moms  appear  tocareer  off  hra 
dozen- directions -at  once,  giv¬ 
ing  vistas  hum.  gallery,  win¬ 
dows,  bedrooms  under  the 
eaves,  and.  three  outdoor  areas 
on  differing  levels  with  differ¬ 
ent  characters.  The'  huge 
ground-floor  kitchen  lead*  out 
?  to  a  cobbled,  waited  patio;  the 
second-floor  guest  suite  has  a 
roof  terrace  which,  screened 
tor  privacy,  is  ideal  for  sun¬ 
bathing,  with  the  bonus  of 
chyscape views.  The  garden 
brings-  the  country- fatothe 
heart  erf  the  city.  /  - 

.... ;  The  Moans  usethe  ground- 
floor  reception  area  as  a- 
combined  drawing  and  dining 
room.  The  table  seats  14,  but 
such  is-  the  Space  that  a’  sit- 
down  'dinner  Toif.60  -  is  no 
problem  atalL  - 


Beth  Moon  relaxing  in  die  huge  first-floor  drawing  room,  which  has  exposed  brick  walls  and  a  Canadian  pine  floor.  Her  husband.  Peter,  looks  down  from  a  gallery  window 


he  pf&e  de  resistance 
is  toe  large.  first-floor 
•" .drawing room.  The 
Moons*  taste  is  minF- 
'  malisE  but  the  exposed,  mel¬ 
low  brick  walls,  operj  fire  and . 
restored  timber  flooring  — 
Canadian  Maple  rescued  firm 
.  &  defunct  .Merseyside  cotton 
rafll  would  jnrit  any  style, 
any  ^period.'  The  room  is'  big: 
enough  to  aaotnmodate  at 
least  four  separate  seating 
areas,but  with- simple.  twin 
sofas,  is  surprisingly  intimate. 

. ,  Thecoi^ebou^itthehwise 
five  years  ago.  “We  liked  the 
.  jdeAof  privacy,  a  sate  place  for 
toc  chfidren  we  plaimai,  and 
-.we  fed  m  Jds«:Wito‘the^pBm* 
the  dose-drcuiir  television  see-  J  says  Mrs. Moon,  an  American, 
urity  system,  the  huge  doors  in  “lit  toe  States,  wetend  to  build 
the  street  parted  to  allouune  to-  wide  rather  than  tall,  so  1  love 
drive  through  something  akin  the  way  the  . whole  house  is 
to  the  barbican  of  a.medieval  contained  cm  two-and-a-balf 
castle  Farther  in,  more  huge  levels.  We  rogvedbere  from  a 
sted  gates  swung  open  and  me  five-bedrotmt  .  (teorgian  ter¬ 


raced, property  on  five  levels, 
where  I  frit  as  though  1  was 
permanently  going  up  and 
down  stairs  "  . ' 

:  .With  four-year-old  Dylan, 
followed  tiy  twins  Isabel  and 
Alexandra  last  year,  plus  a 
steady  stream  ed  visiting  rela¬ 
tives.  ^  the  .family  how  needs 
more  bedrooms,  hence  the 
derision  to  movie. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Moon  both 
.  work  from  home.  In  the  first- 
"floor  study  overlooking  the 
garden.  Mrs  Moon  designs 
stationery  and  invitations  for 
/speciri  ev&us.  Mr  Moon,  a 
retired  off-shore  fund  manag¬ 
er.,  takes-  care  of  his  own 
'portfolio  from  .  a  hank  of 
.  computers  in  the  ground-floor 
study.  Entirely  sound-proof  it 
.’■*  was  built  as  a  recording  studio 
and  has  perfect  acoustics. 
There  ,  is  oodles  of  floorspace 
wherehe  can  practise  ta>chi 
exerdses,  despite  half  toe 
room  being  taken  up  with 
what  lodes  like  a  swimming 
pool  for  a  very  small  person. 
-.The  pool  is,  in  fact,  the 
swimming  machine,  as  the 
agent's  brochure  has  it:  The 


The  swimming-pool  machine  in  toe  study,  where  you  “swim"  without  actually  moving 


HOUSE  OFTHE  WEEK 


1  Britannia  Court,  Britannia 
Road,  Fulham,  London  SW6 
G  Price:  £2.25  million  for  a 
990-year  lease,  plus  a  share 
of  the  freehold  G  Setting:  a 
spit  from  both  the  Fulham 
and  the  King’s  roads,  with 
private  off-street  parking  for 
live  cars  C  Size:  huge, 
floor  area  of  5,1 80  sq  ft. 

Five  bedrooms  en  suite,  a 
guest  suite  and  a  nursery 
suite  G  Shopping: 

Sainsbury  s  five  minutes  away 


Front  of  the  house  by  night 


A-  •*.:> 


:  r,Z 


T  V* 


V  If*! 


The  breakfast  rpom  leads-off  from  the  kitchen,  and  out  to  a  cobbled,  walled  patio 


controlled-^  rrent  pool  where 
you  swim  in  place  at  your  own 
pace."  When  going  full  blast 
you  can  swim  as  many 
“lengths"  as  you  like  without 
actually  moving. 

T  get  up  from  my  desk,  turn 
on  fink  Floyd  at  fall . volume 
and  pop  into  the  swimming 
machine  for  ten  minutes,’'  Mr 
Moon  says.  “It’S  the  perfect 
way  to  unwind.” 

What  will  toe  Moans  miss 
most  when  they  sell?  “The 
peace;  no  traffic  noise.”  Mis 
Moon  says. 

“On  a  practical  level,  toe 
house  is  child’s  {day  to  run,” 
Mrs  Moon  adds.  “Our  dean- 
ert  first  reaction  was  horror. 
‘Ill  never  get  round  all  this,’ 
she  said,  but  she  keeps  it  dean 
as  a  pin  fa  under  six  hours, 
twice  a  week." 

“Then  there  are  toe  sun¬ 
sets."  Mr  Moon  says.  “On 
summer  evenings  the  sun 
floods  through  the  circular 
window  and  bathes  toe  draw¬ 
ing  room  in  a  golden  glow." 

Could  Miss  Hurley,  possibly 
ask  for  anything  more? 

•  A  gene  Chesterfield 
^3  17 {-SSI 5234) 


SELLING  POINTS 


FRONTDOORS 


; 


hey  call  h  kerb  appeal! .  - 
That  Tittle .  somdhfag 
.  that  make:  people  stow  ; 
Tdown.  look  again  and  fed  a 
warm,  anticipatory  tingle- : 
down  toe  spine.  Yes,  your 
front  door  could  be  yourJ: 
house's  biggest  puffing  factor: 

WhDe  it  may  be  fanciful  to 
call  toe  front  door  toe  eye  off 
the  soul,  it  is  almost  certainly 
the  focal  point  of  ibe  front  of  a 
house.  It  is  toe  feature  upon 
•which  a  prospective  purchas- . 
er  fixes  their  eye  as  they  make 
their  first  approach.  And  it 
ran  _  intentionally  or  other- ^ ■■ 
wise  —  suggest  a  iataboutlfie 
rest  of  the  house:  shabby, 
peeling  pamtwork  arouse ; 
suspicions  about  dry.  rot  and 
damp:  smart  polished  door 
famifare  hints  at  a  ew®4  - 
houseproud  owner.  Neither 
may  be  true,  but  it  could  he 
the  difference  between  getting 
a  buyer  over  the  threshold 
and  a  no-show.  A  fresh  coat  of 


J 

but  are  best  avoided  in  a  1970s 
maisonette 

Door  security  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  consideration  for  any 
purchaser,  bnr  should  only  be 
mentioned  in  passing  conver¬ 
sation.  Do  not  make  a  feature 
of  ]L  A  prospective  viewer  will 
grow  anxious  if  kept  standing 
on  toe  doorstep  while  listen¬ 
ing  to  heavy  bolts  being 
drawn  .  back,  chains 
□npadlocked  and  a  barking- 
mad  Doberman.  It  does  not 
put  them  ui  a  positive  frame  of 
mind  about  toe  area,  let  alone 
the  house: 


L 


Brass  signals  style  bnta  cheap  front  door  repels  buyers 


nrakfroverbot'-  enhance  toe.  property,  w*  punch  potern 

^handles and cm tapmv, 

r  ‘ * .  was  toe  roost  pnpi  tr  —  smart,  fans  of 

nobUity. 


Natural  wood,  stained  or 
has  a  classic  dignified  appeal  bfa  amid 
took  dull  if  toe  fast  ofthe  house  has  fov 
distinguishing  features.  However,  rush¬ 
ing  oat  to  buy  a  glossy  wfatc  mooi 
Georgian,  panttfed  door  wfto^Miigm 
and  brass  foWMids  for  yoox  be^een- 
the-wars.  pebbtodasbed  semi  is  definite¬ 
ly  unwisc-The  style  of  door  should  subtiy 


tOKK  uiC  um»r 

ers,  handles  and  letter-boxes  can  improve 

annearances  at  very  little  cost  If,  for  ■ — - - —  — ™  -- 

vUrTvou  have  been  meaning  to  change  remove  plastic  doors  have  been  served  on 
.  Ilul _ haiuflo  rrmo-rvatirm  area  home-owners  who 


ikewise,  yefling  through 
toe  letterbox  to  “shove 
cm  toe  door,  mate,  it 
always  sticks  in  the  winter"  is 
tikefy  to  put  them  on  red  alert 
for  other  signs  of  poor  house¬ 
keeping.  Do  your  mainte¬ 
nance  now. 

A  decent  quality  timber 
door  costs  betwLi^j  £100  and 
£200,  more  if  it  indudes  glazed  panels. 
Plastic  doors  (around  £320)  score  highly 
for  ease  of  maintenance  and  security,  but 
may  have  aesthetic  drawbacks.  If  you  live 
in  a  conservation  area,  contact  toe  local 
planning  department  to  see  if  there  are 
any  restrictions.  Enforcement  notices  to 


that  wretched  little  aluminium  handle, 
now  is  toe  time.  A  bit  of  polished  bras 
confers  mstant  style  and  dignity,  .and 
original  stained  glass  panels  either 
within  *e  door  or  above  it  add  authentic 
appeal.  But  Sunk  carefully  before  you  go 

the  whole  hog  of  carriage  taraps  and  beU- 

pufls.  These  are  fine  if  you  do  happen  to 
five  in  a  coach  house  or  country  manor. 


conservation  area  home-owners  who 
disregarded  local  planning  codes. 

One  final  point;  never,  ever  send 
viewers  round  to  the  back  door,  even  if  it 
is  tiie  one  everybody  uses.  These  people 
have  come  to  buy  your  borne,  not  deliver 
foecoaL 

.  Helen  Pickles 


mm 


THE  SUNDAYTIMES 

THE  PERFECT 
SUMMER  HOLIDAY 


Whether  your  destination  is  the 
the  British  Isles,  or  oceans  away,  y^ 
for  the  ideal  summer  holiday  beginsjwl 


important  10-part  series  in  The  Subda; 
expanded  Travel  section  toriioi 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 


10  •  home  life 
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Part  of  the 
job  is  being 

trodden  on 

Operating  on  sick  horses  is  a  tricky 
business  and  an  emotionally  charged 
situation,  especially  for  the  owners 


While  returning  from  a 
ride  on  her  mother's 
horse.  Theo.  Zoe 
Illingworth  noticed 
that  he  had  a  small  ait  on  one  of  his 
hind  fetlocks.  She  treated  it  and  the 
wound  seemed  fine  but.  while 
jumping  three  days  later,  Theo  hit 
the  same  spot  again. 

Within  a  few  hours,  his  leg  was 
badly  swollen  so  she  called  the  vet. 
"He  took  some  fluid  out  of  the  joint 
and  then  told  us  we  should  send  him 
to  an  animal  hospital.  We  decided 
on  LeahursL"  Miss  Illingworth 
sax's.  The  Philip  Leverhulme  Large 
Animal  Hospital  at  Leahurst  is  part 
of  Liverpool  University’s  Faculty  of 
Veterinary'  Science  and  is  the  busiest 
such  hospital  in  Britain. 

Sixteen  hundred  cases  are  re¬ 
ferred  here  every  year,  9S  per  cent  of 
them  horses.  Some  are  from  the 
racing  world  (five  race  courses 
including  Aintree  and  Chester  send 
injured  horses  to  Leahurst)  but  the 
vast  majority  are  kept  for  pleasure. 

Horses  come  to  Leahurst  from  all 
over  the  country  with  a  variety  of 
maladies:  orthopaedic  and  repro¬ 
ductive  problems,  intestinal  prob¬ 
lems.  respiratory  disease  and  skin 
cancers.  When  animals  are  brought 
in  they  go  to  the  examination  room 
where  they  stand  in  the  stocks,  one 
of  two  wooden  padded  frames 
which  are  expanded  or  contracted  to 
accommodate  anything  from  Shet¬ 
land  ponies  to  shire  horses. 

Gouge  marks  on  the  wooden 
posts  and  hoof  marks  on  the  pad  at 
the  back  of  the  frame  show  how 
some  animals  respond  to  pain  by- 
kicking  out  with  their  hind  feet. 
Professor  Barrie  Edwards,  head  of 
the  Department  of  Veterinary  Clini¬ 
cal  Science  and  Animal  Husbandry 
and  professor  of  equine  studies, 
says:  “Nothing  is  more  emotional 
than  a  colic  case  where  the  horse  — 
and  that  can  be  one  tonne  of  shire 
horse  —  is  thrashing  around 
because  it  is  in  such  discomfort,  and 
the  owner  is  in  tears.  Not  only  do  we 
have  to  examine  the  horse  and 
prepare  it  for  the  operating  table,  we 
also  need  to  reassure  the  owner.  “  He 
has  operated  on  2300  horses  with 
colic  over  the  past  30  years. 

“Being  kicked  and  trampled  on  is 
part  of  the  job.  So  is  being  called  out 
at  night  for  emergencies.  The  hospi¬ 
tal  is  open  24  hours  a  day.  365  days  a 
year.  Eighty  per  cent  of  colic  cases 
arrive  out  of  hours.  They  usually 
stay  for  six  or  seven  days,  and  the 
success  rate  is  just  over  80  per  cent.” 
Professor  Edwards  says. 

“Successful  treatment  depends  to 
a  great  extent  on  recognising  early 
on  that  a  particular  horse  with  colic 
requires  an  operation  if  its  life  is  to 
be  saved.  Any  undue  delay  can  lead 
to  rhe  death  of  the  horse  from  septic- 
shock  or  possibly  rupture  of  the 
stomach."  he  adds.  “Horses  cannot 


vomit,  so  a  blockage  of  the  small 
intestine  will  result  in  the  build-up 
of  large  quantities  of  fluid  in  the 
stomach  —  up  to  40  litres  —  which 
must  be  siphoned  off.  Horses  have 
70  feet  of  small  intestine  and. 
although  we  frequently  remove  20  to 
30  feet,  they  can  still  return  to  top- 
level  competition.” 

A  horse  does  not  go  in  to  the 
operating  theatre  on  a  trolley.  The 
animal  is  anaesthetised  in  a  padded 
recovery  room  before  staff  tie  ropes 
around  its  hooves  and  hoist  it  onto  a 
gantry  for  the  short  upside-down 
journey  to  the  air-bedded  operating 
table.  Until  it  comes  round,  its 
progress  is  monitored  through  a 
peep  hole  in  the  door. 

Liverpool  is  one  of  six  universities 
in  Britain  which  have  either  schools, 
faculties,  colleges  or  departments  of 
veterinary  science.  The  Glasgow 
University  vet  school  has  just 
opened  a  computerised  equine 
healthcare  system.  One  of  its  advan¬ 
tages  is  that  vets  can  now  identify 
early  signs  of  trouble  in  a  horse's 
bone  or  joint.  Radio-pharmaceuti¬ 
cals  with  a  bone-seeking  agent  are 
injected  into  the  animal  and  a 
“gamma  camera"  picks  up  images 
of  the  agent  within  the  skeleton  — 
the  agent  concentrates  in  problem 
areas  —  which  are  relayed  to  a 
screen. 

Dr  Mark  Martinelli. 

equine  orthopaedic  sur¬ 
geon.  says:  “We  can  pin¬ 
point  hot  spots  —  areas 
where  a  stress  fracture  is  likely  to 
occur,  and  advise  owners  on  how  to 
avoid  them.”  Peter  Devlin  from 
Scotsys,  the  company  which  helped 
develop  the  computer  system,  says: 
“It’s  a  tool  to  assist  in  the  diagnosis 
of  horses  but  if  doesn't  take  the  place 
of  an  experienced  human  being.” 

In  the  Future,  the  Weipers  Centre 
for  Equine  Welfare  3t  the  vet  school 
will  store  images  on  computer  discs 
which  have  come  either  from  using 
the  gamma  camera,  from  video 
endoscopy  or  ultrasound  scans.  The 
pictorial  data  base  should  benefit 
students  as  weU  as  vets. 

“We’ll  also  be  able  to  send  images 
to  vets  via  the  Internet  for  a  second 
opinion.  It'll  be  a  bit  like  the 
equivalent  of  having  a  ward  round 
on  the  Web.”  says  Sandy  Love,  the 
head  oF  the  Division  of  Equine 
Clinical  Studies,  who  maintains  that 
this  is  the  first  time  that  someone 
has  tried  to  set  up  computer  archiv¬ 
ing  and  mailing  of  clinical  images  in 
die  veterinary  field  in  this  country. 

Christian  Dymond 

m  Large  Animal  Hospital.  Leahurst. 
Weston,  South  Wirral  L&  TIE  (0I5I-7QJ 
0033):  Weipers  Centre  for  Equine 
Wel  fare.  University  of  Glasgow  Vet 
School.  Bearsden  Road.  Glasgow 
GIJSQH  (0)41-3309**)) 


An  anaesthetised  horse  is  gendy  lowered  onto  the  air-bedded  operating  table  at  the  Large  Animal  Hospital  in  Leahurst  Wirral 


Billy  needs  a  home  with  an  experienced  family 


ADOPT  ME 


SHAMMY  is  a  two-yeanold 
black  male  mongrel  who  arri¬ 
ved  at  Battersea  last  April.  He 
would  do  well  with  a  grown¬ 
up  family.  He  needs  owners 
firm  enough  to  keep  him  in 
fine  but  with  the  energy  to 
entertain  him. 

BILLY  is  a  four-year-old  black 
and  tan  mongrel  who  has 
been  at  Battersea  since  March 
1996.  He  needs  an  experi¬ 
enced  family  who  can  slowfy 
get  him  accustomed  to  being 
left  alone.  Contact  the  Dogs’ 
Home  Battersea  4  Battersea 
Park  Road.  London  SW8  4AA 
(0171-622  3626). 


Shammy  needs  a  firm  and  energetic  owner 


My  friend's  poodle. 
Charles,  has  gone  blind. 
He  gets  around  die  house 
quite  well  and  finds  ns  In  the 
garden  when  we  call  bun,  but 
.  he  can’t  inn- free  any  longer. 
The  yet  says  ifs  PRA,  andjj 
nothing  can  be  done.  My  ’ 
Mend  is  devastated,  is  h 
quite  hopeless? 

®  PRA  is  the  acronym  for 
progressive  retina  airo-  ' 
phy,  an  inherited  and  untreat- 
able  degeneration,  of  the 
retina-  Light  reaches  the  bat* 
of  the  eye  but  the  image  is  not 
transmitted  to  the  brain. 

.  When  the  need  arises, 
Charles  will  sniff  his  way  to  a 
suitable  tree:or lamppost  He 
hears  sound  beyond  our  ken. 
Hell  respond  to  a  “silent”  dog 
whistle  —  one  producing  a 
supersonic  noise  —  when  he 
learns  his  mistress  is  blowing 
it  and  a  titbit  is  waiting. 

He’s  a  normal  dbg  with  one 
of  his  many  senses  impaired. 

So  drat  rearrange  the  furni¬ 
ture.  Then  he  can  enjoy  a 
slightly  restricted  life  until  the 
end  of  his  natural  span. 

Gemma  will  be  ten  in 
April  and  we  agreed  she 

could  have  a  puppy  when  sbe 
reacbed  double  .  figures. 
What  breed  ,  should  we  be 
looking  at?  Or  would  we  be  £ 
better  off  with  a  mongrel  - 
poppy  looking  for  a  home? 

Choose  a  purebred  pup 
so  youH  know  whai 


shape,  size  and  temperament 
it  will  be  as  an  adult.  Oscar 
Wilde  observed:  “All  women 
become  like  their  mother.”  So 
do  puppies.  As.  to  breeds, 
think  long  term.  Its  almost 
certain  you'll  be  left  in  charge 
when  Gemma  leaves  home. 

Consider  a  whippet,  a  breed 
that  takes  exercise  iri  explosive 
bursts.  Ten  minutes  at  full 
speed  in  the  park,  then  back 
home  for  a  few  hours’  snooze, 
but  well  capable  of  enjoying  a 
whole  day  outdoors  when  the 
opportunity  arises. 

Short-haired  dogs  take  less 
time  than  cuddly.  Tong  coated 
ones.  Working  dogs  —  collies 
and  min  dogs  —  need  occupa¬ 
tion  tor  many  hours  every  day. 
What  sex?  My  choice  is  a  bitch 

—  neutered.  They're  gentler, 
more  biddable  and  don't  cock 
their  legs  on  the  cabbages. 

I  know  cats  and  dogs 
most  be  vaccinated  bat 
now  I'  hear  xabbits-  need 
injections  too.  We  have  four 

—  two  neutered  bodes  and 
two  does,  so  no  possibility  of 
little  bunnies  —  but  what 
about  our  quartet?  Should 
they  be  indodalcd  and,  if  so, 
against  wfaat?  ■ 

Myxomatosis  and  viral 
haemorrhagic  ;  disease 


occur  in  wild  rabbits  and  the 
death  rate  is  very  high.  Infeo 
tictncan  pass  to  domesticated 
rabbits  carried  by  rabbit  fleas 
or  certain  biting,  mosquito- 
type  insects. 

Vaccination  is  possible  and.^p 
if  there  are  wild  rabbits  near  ’’ 
you,  think  about  it.  Better  still, 
ask  your  vet  about  the  risks  in 
your  area.  *_!  ' 

James  Auucock 

Readers  should  write  to  The  • 

Times  Vet,  Weekend,  The  Tiroes, 

I  Pennington  Street.  London  ■ 

El  9XN.  Advice  is  offered  without 
legal  responsibility.  ' . 
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THE  TIMES 
1000  1997 

£5  off  cover  price 

edited  by  Martin  Barrow 


THEtUfcfe  TIMES 


Published  every  year  since 
1967,  77ie  Times  1000  is  one  of 
the  most  important  and  best- 
known  business  listings  in  the 
world.  Packed  with  up-to-the- 
minute  company  information 
in  dear  and  easy-to-use  tables, 
it  is  the  definitive  reference  for 
business  today.  The  took 
features: 

•  the  top  1000  companies  in  the 
LK  and  Europe. 

•  detailed  five  year  analysis. 

■  the  top  100  companies  in  the 
US  and  Japan. 

•  business  trends  in  Europe,  the  US  and  the  Far  East 

■  assets,  turnover,  profits. 

•  company  addresses  and  key  personnel. 

Tones  readers  can  order  a  copy  of  this  year's  recently 
published  edition  for  just  £35  including  p&p,  a  saving  of  £5 
off  the  normal  price. 

Martin  Barrow  is  Deputy  Business  Editor  of  The  Tunes. 
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How  was  it 


ALTERNATIVELY  SPEAKING 


Imagine  being  able  to  treat 
an  illness  without  know¬ 
ing  the  cause.  That  is  one 
of  the  more  modest  claims 
being  made  for  a  new  machine 
by  the  name  of  “Bicom"  devel¬ 
oped  by  a  German  doctor. 

Figures  suggest  that  half  the 
patients  who  visit  doctors 
don't  have  a  readily  diag nos¬ 
able  condition.  1  know  the 
feeling:  tired,  fed-up.  listless, 
pale  —  but  is  that  just  die 
aftermath  of  too  much  plum 
pudding  and  brandy  burter? 
To  find  the  answer  I  booked  in 
at  the  Good  Health  Clinic  in 
Kensington  Church  Street  for 
a  session  with  Peter  Smith,  a 
Bicom  practitioner,  acupunc¬ 
turist  and  Chinese  herbalist. 

The  £14.000  dial -covered 
machine,  which  looks  like  a 
plane's  dashboard  and  is  the 
size  of  a  box  of  croquet  mallets, 
sits  atop  many  a  GermanGP’s 
desk.  One  day.  says  Mr  Smith, 
it  will  be  as  widely  used  as  a 
stethoscope.  Its  workings  arc- 
more  complex  but  any  good 
lab  technician  cuuld  learn  how 
to  operate  it  in  a  week. 

The  theory'  's  Ihis-  Groups  of 
cells  give  off  electromagnetic 
frequencies.  Researchers  have 
measured  fields  around  tis¬ 
sues  and  worked  out  which 
frequencies  are  appropriate 
for  different  tissues  Change 
the  electromagnetic  frequen¬ 
cies  in  the  person,  and  it  will 
affect  their  whole  physiology. 

Bicom  checks  whether  your 
body  is  tuned  into  die  correct 
channel  by  the  daunting  pros¬ 
pect  of  malting  a  circuit 
through  your  body.  Mr  Smith 
promises  it  is  painless  and 
safe.  He  discreetly  turned  his 
back  while  1  slipped  off  my 
tights.  You  need  to  be  barefoot 
for  the  circuit  to  work. 

Sitting  between  the  machine 
and  Mr  Smith.  I  held  an 
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electrode  connected  by  wire  to 
the  machine  in  one  hand  while 
Mr  Smith  touched  an  acu¬ 
puncture  point  with  a  stylus  in 
first  my  hand,  then  my  fooL 
The  machine  then  read  my 
electrical  resistance. 

My  small  intestine,  it  re¬ 
vealed.  showed  high  electrical 
resistance,  suggesting  some 
form  of  imbalance.  This  could 
explain  feeling  tired  and  bloa¬ 
ted.  Mr  Smith  said,  and  that 
absence  of  a  peaches  and 
cream  complexion  after  which 
i  so  hanker. 

After  diagnosis  came  the 
treatment  healthy  fre¬ 
quencies  are  amplified 
and  played  back  into  the  body, 
or  unhealthy  frequencies  have 
their  peaks  and  troughs  in¬ 
verted  and  arv  then  played 
into  the  body. 

Individual  diseases  have 
specific  frequencies.  Mr  Smith 
claimed.  So  hepatitis  C.  for 
example,  has  u  particular  fre¬ 
quency  which  can  be  correct¬ 
ed.  He  chants  a  mantra 
reminiscent  of  George  Orwell: 
“Ler  i he  good  Frequencies 
flourish,  and  invert  the  bad.” 

I  wished  for  that  glowing 
complexion,  so  Mr'  Smith 
placed  a  roller  electrode 
against  my  sporn  face  and 
played  the  correcting  frequen¬ 
cies  directly  to  it.  I  felt  nothing. 


.After  all  the  hyperbole,  Mr 
Smith  cautioned  that  not  all 
cases  show  quick  results,  and 
skin  is  especially  difficult  to 
hcaL  Usually  patients  must 
return  every  three  weeks  for 
five  visits  for  results. 

But  it  is  said  to  be  good  at 
delecting  and  correcting  food 
allergies  and  intolerances. 
•The  machine  registers  the 
resonance  of  the  particular 
food  or  substance,  inverts  the 
vibration,  and  plays  back  the 
mirror  image  to  the  patient, 
thereby  cancelling  the  pa¬ 
tient's*  reaction  to  the  sub¬ 
stance.  "  Mr  Smith  explained. 

Viruses,  bacterial  infection, 
neuralgia,  nerve  pain,  and 
postoperative  pain  have  all 
responded  well  in  clinical  tri¬ 
als  held  in  Germany,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr  Smith. 

He  prescribes  waiting  to  see 
if  the  machine  has  any  effect 
over  the  next  few  days,  but 
meanwhile  he  recommends  a 
clutch  of  pricy  supplements  to 
cheer  up  the  intestine  and 
improve  my  sluggish  diges¬ 
tion.  which  in  turn  could  aid 
my  complexion:  ten  different 
Chinese  herbal  medicines 
costing  LS-l  for  three  weeks’ 
supply  to  be  drunk  twice  daily. 
“And  don't  use  an  anti-bacieri- 
al  soap.  They'  kill  good  bacte¬ 
ria  ran." 

He  advised  more  physical 
exercise  and  trying  to  increase 
my  “relaxation  periods”  to 
counteract  a  stressful  life.  “We 
used  to  think  that  the  best 
approach  was  to  stop  being  a 
'type  A'  person:  someone  who 
is  driven  and  a  high  achiever. 
Now  we  think  the  best  ap¬ 
proach  is  to  add  these  two 
ukments  to  their  life."  My 
husband  said  afterwards  that 
he  could  have  told  me  that  and 
ft  wouldn’t  have  cost  £60. 
There  were  so  many  prescrip- 


.  1  "  ■  V-l  , 

A  patient  undergoing  Bicom,  which  is  used  to  correct  die  body’s  unhealthy  frequencies  •  -  A. 


tions  that  it  has  proved  diffi¬ 
cult  to  follow'  them.  The  ap¬ 
proach  may  be  holistip,  but  it 
is  also  unrealistic  for  many  of 
the  busy,  stressed-out  patients 
who  approach  Mr  Smith. 

•  Peter  Smith,  the  Good  Health 
Clinic.  IS2  Kensington  Church 
Street,  London  \\S4DP  (0171-221 
23P6t.  For  further  information  on 
UK  praaitinnen.  contact  Bicom 

UK  on  O&IS  SSaEW 


Bicom 

■  What  it  is:  a  high-tech  device  that  works  with  the  body’s 
own  electromagnetic  rays  to  correct  unhealthy  frequencies 
and  aid  good  health. 

■  Advantages:  non-invasive  and  painless. 

■  Disadvantages:  difficult  to  tell  if  it  works. 

■  Cost;  £60  For  a  first  appointment  of  one  and  a  half  hours. 
£36  for  a  follow-up  appointment 
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me  an  alarming 
teas,  unavpid- 
ticctf  middle  aee.  I 


nme  any  of  my 
so  soom  but  I 


v  'violet  was  given  to 
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have.twrjw^d  robeimmuiabie 
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■Thai  books  -i'JpjFtjr^dusly  things" 
—  ■were,  sonwftung-  she  would 
simply  aril  aHoflftfcnte  house: 

I  recognised  rdw  Great  ■  Aiimt 
'Viotet  Iri  mysetEv?hettiny  husband 
came  hnme  f^OTi  the  children’s 

tamplcte'  J&icywyxtema  Britan- 
wba,  the  1946  edition,  for  only  £10. 

.  Dust  isn’t  janetiang  that  exercises . 

just  toar'toe 


final  frontier,  space, 
has  run  oat.  Books  do 
furnish  a  room.  In  this 
house  they  furnish 
most  of  the  walls,  several  of  the 
floors,  they  prop  up  all  the  hits  of 
furniture  with  wonky  legs,  and 
make  interesting  wobbly  towers  cm 
.  quite  a  few  chairs.  There  are 
several  boxes  of  them  in  the  attic 
.and-usually  half  a  dtaen  or  so  in 
the:car.  There  are  a  few  thousand 
raore  in  my  husbands  office  which 
be  thinks  are  coming  home  when, 
heretires. 

Some  of  them  are  good.  Others 
less  so,  and  I  can)  see  why  they're 
not  dispensible.  Will  our  children 
Thank  us  for  passing  on  biogra¬ 
phies  of  Dolly  Parted,  the  early 
works  of  Wilhar  Smith  and  collec¬ 
ted  photographs  erf  greenhouses? 
Doubtful,  yet  ihe  mad  accumula¬ 
tor  {-married  can  t  bear  to  jettison 
any  of  them,  even  those  we  have 
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two  or  three  copies  of.  Jumble  salts 
come  and  go  and  1  feel  like  the 
director  of  the  British  Library  who 
had  lo  get  an  Ad  of  Parliament 
passed  so  he  could  slop  having  to 
accept  every  single  edition  of  Pride 
ami  Prejudice  whenever  the  pub¬ 
lishers  cashed  in  on  a  new  BBC 
dramatisation. 

Some  of  the  duplicates  have 
their  own  shelf.  optimistically 
called  Swaps.  I've  been  able  to 
work  out  some  of  the  cither  filing 
categories  —  Cookery  is  easy 
enough  and  it’s  in  the  kitchen:  our 
lucky  visitors  can  browse  round  a 
spare  room  furnished  with  Sport 
and  Hardback  Fiction.  K-S  —  but 
most  of  the  system  completely 
escapes  me.  Woe  betide  the  ama¬ 
teur  who.  having  removed  a  book 


from  its  appointed 
place,  attempts  to  by¬ 
pass  the  third  pile  at 
the  bonom  of  the 
stairs  (Waiting  to  be  Hied)  and  put 
it  back  themselves. 

I  know  some  people  have  to  live 
with  collectors  of  rare  beer  bordra 
or  die  skulls  of  small  mammals. 
And  books  must  seem  fairly  harm¬ 
less  compared  with  Art  Deco 
lamps  or  some  of  the  other  ghastly 
bric-i-brac  Elton  John  has 
crammed  into  his  various  man¬ 
sions  with  the  years.  But  at  least  he 
has  mansions,  and  even  he  some¬ 
times  has  a  go  at  clearing  the  decks 
before  he  gets  up  steam  again. 

The  truth  is.  at  this  time  of  year, 
with  the  house  groaning  under  the 
latest  tidal  wave  of  plastic  stuff  for 
children  id  leave  lying  about,  all  1 
want  is  to  shuffle  some  of  this 
mortal  baggage  onto  the  first  rag 
and  bone  can.  I  want  minimalism. 


soon.  Not  to  mention  that  we're 
sitting  ducks  for  some  lunatic 
insurance  assessor  to  come  by  to 
say  all  these  great  works  have  to  be 
covered  at  replacement  value.  ! 
don)  even  know  how  I  came  by 
Surfing  Subcultures  in  the  first 
place.  Ir*s  probably  an  excellent 
read  but  would  1  go  out  and  hunt 
down  another  copy  if  we  were 
burgled?  1  think  not. 

The  real  trouble  is  that  1  can)  get 
anyone  to  sympathise.  They  don) 
see  piles  of  books;  they  see  a 
library.  Once  they  know  someone 
is  a  willing  victim,  friends  and 
family  will  spend  many  happy 
hours  scouring  second-hand  shops 
before  Christmas  and  birthdays 
for  more  arcane  volumes  of  prewar 
cricket  autobiography. 

And  anyway  the  sum  of  human 
knowledge  is  contained  in  these 
volumes,  1  was  told  during  the 
tantrum  about  the  encyclopaedia. 
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Or  at  least  human  knowledge 
where  it  stood  in  194b:  "Look,  isri) 
it  interesting  ro  see  how  many 
pages  there  are  on  steel?  And 
anyway  l  bet  any  second-hand 
book  dealer  would  give  me  LIDO 
for  this  lot."  It’s  no  use  saying  go 
and  find  one  then  or  what  are 
compact  discs  for?  Books  are  holy. 
Try  to  suggest  thinning  out  sur¬ 
plus  literature  and  certain  sons  of 
people,  of  whom  I  seem  to  knuw 
several,  start  looking  at  you  as  if 
you're  Goebbeis. 

1  don)  think  that  sort  of  censure 
would  have  bothered  Great  Aunt 
Violet.  The  other  thing  I  remember 
about  her  was  that  she  had  a 
•donkey.  Are  donkeys  omnivorous 
like  goats  1  wonder?  If  I  got  one 
could  I  surreptitiously  start  feed¬ 
ing  it  the  travel  section,  guide¬ 
books  to  northern  Italy,  in  Italian? 

Here's  one  small  consolation,  f 
don)  suppose  donkeys'  digestive 
systems  have  changed  much  since 
1946.  JVe  got  an  encyclopaedia.  I 
can  look  it  up. 

Rose  Wild 
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years  ago  it  wasn’t  :  necessary 
to  voice  the  family  bylaw.  “We  - 
swore  like  troopers  at  school"  . 
Phil  says.  “But  you  never  even 
thought  of  it  at  home."  - 
These  days  Phil  is  an  archi-- 
tect  in  the  old  Welsh  country  - 
town  of  Mbat^omezy  ;  and 
frequently  fmdshnnsdf  onsite 
with  builders,  a*  trade  nptorir  - 
ous  for  its  abuse'  ^language. 
His  wife  Qmdy  has  taught  at  a 
number  of  special  schools  with . 
children  whose  vocabulary 
would  put  even  builders  to  v 
shame,  but  the  ••  •  ,7 
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mains  fixed  “We  ‘S fid 
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“You  say  sugar.*- 
Marcus  grins!  "^Ev^ 
eryoneknowswfa^t 
that  means."  .  - 
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middtedass  British ■  famflas-'V  j^k 
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adults  use  them 

1  was  horrified  at  some  erf  v  tretw 
the  phrases  oiir  twyearbW  .-  et£jl 
daughter  repeated  to  me  one  supp 
day,  and  toankful '  that  she  suQsi 
hadnt  picked  them  up  accu- 
rately.  From  time  to  tone  my  need 
wife  and  I  tried  todeareiqj  our  oqnt 


SvW^ido  l 


the 

^etjaeedju 


sieed  ^;  tahob  so  -  you  dan 
ej^cess' ^yotoself-^  rbrfeakmg 


Phil  and  Cyndy  Humphreys  do  not  allow  swearing  among  their  children  Lucy,  left,  Tristram  and  Marcus.  “We  do  say  fiddlesticks,  dam  and  bother  sometimes,”  Marcus  says 


art.  for  we  are  the  mam  source, . jt”  he  says.  -  v;- v 
of  our  daughter's-  aspeqfi«t-  ;---.-  SpLwjial  .swealr,  words  are 
but  Phil  and  Cyndy  krmw  ^at^  ^atxa^ahfe .  tn'  a  jhmse  with 
teenage  children  are  influ-  '>y?^Tg'  teeh^  Cyndy  is 
enced  by  die  world  b@omifhe  ads$pa«t  dud  the  .^vrard  nev- 
famiiy.  and  they  aremakinga  er  ertases  the  threshold.  Tf  I 
stand.  With  trainee  adults  in  bear  iLih:  the  fdajlgnjund  it 
the  house  -  the  Humphreys  just  4e^vies  me  tjefing  qvriee 
have  decided  thar  certain^  '  taw  ““We  dosayfiddlestidts," 
words  wiU  be  left  outside  toe  says  Marcus.  wha’isL  dearly 
front  door,  Kke  muddy,  boats,  gewd  at  dccqdmg  his  elders. 
There  is  no  denying  that  /  "But  ihart  ^ptort^a  jdke," 
toeyTe still  there,  waiting  to  be.  ;  Cyndy msisto'T<^ 
used  when  Marcus  ao&  his'  Mid  baher,"  Marcus  laughs, 
friends  go  out  a@in.  oir  toat,.  ..The  family!  is'  bdsiy  rdkxed 


about  “btoody"  when  used 
under  duress  although  both 
Rul  and  Cyhdy  can  remember 
it  bang  unacceptable  in  their 
ehfldhOod-  “i  tan  even  remem¬ 
ber 'not  being,  allowed,  to  say 
damn,*-  Cyndy  recalls.  ■.  "But 
times  to®' changing.  I  went 
into  an  art  gallery  teoently  ~ 
toe  place  v/as  really  expensive 
arid  .they;  Were  selling  a 
postcard  with  the  word  ‘shir 
crochtted.  on  ft.  1  couldn) 
bdrevert": . 

Cyiidy  admits  thereis  some- 
thing  highly  subjective  about 


which  words  we  choose  to 
proscribe  in  our  own  homes 
but  that  sticking  to  the  rules  is 
what  matters.  "When  I  taught 
at  a.  residential  school  for 
emotionally  deprived  children 
some  of  them,  when  they 
arrived,  swore  just  about  every 
other  word.  But  we  found  they 
could  give  hup  quite  easily  if 
they  saw  that  you  respected 
-than  for  nor  swearing.  Self- 
respect  is  veiy  important  to 
these  kids  and  if  they  Ve  been 
sworn  at  all  their  lives,  they’re 
just  not  going  to  fee!  any.  We 


were  very  rigorous  with  them 
during  the  week  and  achieved 
real  results  but  I'm  sure  when 
they  went  back  home  for  the 
weekend  they  reverted  to  type, 
which  is  so  sad." 

Home  is  where  toe  lan¬ 
guage  issue  really  comes  home 
to  roost.  Phil  arid  Cyndy  feel 
they  have  a  duty  to  protect 
their  children;  Marcus  and 
Lucy  feel  a  duty  to  protect 
Tristram;  while  Marcus  seems 
to  feri  a  duty  to  protect  his 
parents. 

Some  friends  of  Cyndy  were 


worried  by  the  -lax  way  in 
which  they'd  been  bringing  up 
their  children,  a  fact  that  was 
thrown  into  sharp  focus  by  — 
horror  of  horrors  —  the  immi¬ 
nent  arrival  of  Granny. 

Accordingly,  all  the  children 
were  made  to  promise  solemn¬ 
ly  that  they  wouldn)  swear  for 
the  duration  of  her  visit  When 
the  old  lady  arrived  the  youn¬ 
gest  child  took  her  to  one  side 
and  whispered.  "Granny,  lis¬ 
ten,  wharever  you  do,  while 
you're  here  you  musm)  say 
shit.  OK?" 


Rath  Gledhlfl  takes  awslcome  winter  retreat  from  the  orgy  of  overeating  and  Christmas  repeats  on  television 


Back  to  school  with  budding  Buddhists 


THERE  was  some¬ 
thing  stiiisiyingly 
sdtf-righteotts  about 
being  w:  an-  ascetic, 
vegetarian,  medita¬ 
tive  Buddhist  retreat 
•white,  fiunfty 
'friends  w^tucking 
into  turkey,  mince  ps^  Christmas ; 
pudding  and  an  orgy  of  television. 

A  doctor,  teacher,  social  worker,  ■ 
journalist  and  70  others  from  many 
professions  and  social  classes  had- 
thought  likewise-  Few,  if  any;  were  _ 
Buddhists,  but  had  responded  to  thj 
leaflets  put  out  in.  libraries-  and' 
surgeries  in  the  run-up  to  the.  new 
year,  offering  the  chance  to  relax.  . 
learn  to  meditate  and  “take^  foedi 
iook  at  yourself  and  your  hfe’V 
A  handful  of  the  17.  organisers, 
from' toe  Western  Buddhist^^^.  : 
had  become  ftiliy^xanmitted  Budd¬ 
hists  and  how  live  in  one  of  toe;, 
burgeoning  -  numbers  of  sinp&sex 
Buddhist  communities  in  London, 
attracted  to  toe  meditative  Iife  afiCT- 
going  chi  an  earlier  retreat.  .  - 

The  order,  founded  in  1967.  has 
adopted  strands  from  different 
Buddhist  disciplines,  although  its 

fundamental  principles  reman  the 

same  as.toose  taught  the  world  oyer.  • 
The  theme  d  our  ttheaX  -was  to 
develop  toe  five  spiritual  faculties  or 
faith,  energy,  wisdom,  concentra¬ 
tion  and  nmuifalnessor^awarenesS' 


ADRIAN  BROOKS 


Retreat  leader  Paramabandhu  at  the  London  Buddhist  Centre 


Those  who  were-  there  for '-toe 
.duration,  a  period  spanning  both 
Christmas  and  new  y  ear,  slept  in  toe 
school  dormitories.  They  rose,  ai 
7  ton  to  mediate  for  an  hour, 
concentrating  either  on  breathing 
techniques,  or  “metis  _  bhavana", 
trying  to  develop  a  positive  frame  of 
misd  and.  emotion. 

’  Breakfast  was  followed  by  two 
hours  of  work,  where  participants 
took  rums  to  dean,  cock  arid  serve 


each  other.  I  joined  them  for 
meditation  in  the  “shrine  room",  the 
school  theatre,  adapted  for  the 
retreat  with  a  golden  Buddha  seated 
on  a  silk-covered  golden  throne,  and 
with  an  array  of  cushions  and  mats 
scattered  around. 

This  was  led  by  Srisambhava.  an 
attractive,  dark-haired  young 
woman  whose  calm,  reflective  voice 
made  staying  awake  a  struggle  in 
the  darkened  room.  We  tried  the 


SERVICE 


★j4  five-star  guide  it 

.  RETREAT LEADERS; 
Paramabandhu  and  Srisambhava 

ARCHITECTURE:  Quaker  boarding 
school  in  the  picturesque  Oxfordshire 
countryside.  ★★★ 

TALKS:  Each  evening,  a  member  of 
the  team  gave  a  talk  on  an  aspect  ol 
Buddhist  life  and  meditations,  all 
aimed  at  the  beginner.  *'★★★ 
MUSIC  AND  LITURGY:  Days 
structured  around  peace,  calm, 
serv/^andmeefitation  A- 

AFTER-SERVICE  CARE  Simple  but 
nourishing  food,  without  meat,  in  line 
with  Buddhist  principles,  *★★★ 
SPIRITUAL  HIGH:  Positive,  creative 
and  enlightening.  ★★★★ 


“Alexander  feting  down”,  a  tech¬ 
nique  of  feting  on  our  backs,  and 
intended  to  relieve  the  stress  in  our 
spines.  I  was  not  aware  of  any  stress 
in  my  own  spine  until  it  all  started  to 
ease  away.  “Try  to  stay  awake," 
Srisambhava  instructed  us  from  toe 
front,  as  she  urged  us  to  concentrate 
on  different  parts  of  our  bodies. 

When  she  got  to  the  head  I  gave 
up  the  struggle  and  fell  into  a 
blissful  sleep,  wito  vivid  dreams  of 


music  and  dandng.  Half  an  hour 
later,  toe  instruction  to  sit  up  drifted 
into  toe  subconscious,  and  dozens  of 
us  guiltily  rubbed  our  eyes  as  we 
moved  into  the  “communications 
exercises”  which  followed. 

Here,  we  had  to  choose  a  partner 
and  look  deeply  into  their  eyes, 
repeating  certain  phrases  and  re¬ 
sponses  designed  to  affirm  and 
reassure  the  other.  The  exercises 
were  simple  but  surprisingly  com¬ 
forting,  although  accompanied  by 
much  giggling  and  embarrassment 
After  lunch,  an  optional  yoga  period 
led  by  a  qualified  instructor  was  laid 
on,  although  many  chose  to  disap¬ 
pear  on  solitary  walks  through  the 
surrounding  countryside,  or  to 
swim  in  the  pool. 

The  day  was  rounded  off  by  a 
"puja”,  a  devotional  practice  inten¬ 
ded  to  strengthen  an  individual's 
emotional  connection  with  ihdr 
ideals  and  aspirations.  Sadly,  my 
stay  was  all  ioo  brief  I  returned 
home,  more  relaxed  fay  the  repetitive 
Buddhist  intonations  than  my  fam¬ 
ily  H-as  by  the  repeats  on  television, 
and  able  to  touch  my  toes  properly 
for  the  first  time  in  years. 

•  London  Buddhist  Centre.  51  Roman 
Road,  Bethnal  Green ,  London  E2  OHU 
fOIS  5481 1225} 
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THE  SALE 

SUBSTANTIAL 
REDUCTIONS  ON 
SFI FCTFO  RANfiFS 


SMALLBONE 


of  DEVIZES 


FOR  DETAILS  PLEASE  CAU 

0171  589  5998 

LONDON  3W3  0171  581  93B9 
HAmOGATE  01423  528222 
TUNBWOGE  WEUS  01832  545SI8 
LEAMINGTON  SPA  01 326  633451 
DEVIZES  0138072909) 
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WEEKEND  SATURDAY  JANUARY  4  1997 

SHOPAROUND 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171 6S0  6860  L. 
FAX:  0171 481 9313  f 


BEST  EVER  JANUARY 


•-.V-  *4$ 


to  40%  OFF 

+  INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  +  FREE  UK  DELIVERY 


,  rtfr** -i'r.  - 

liMi  me 


bafc  d 


The  worlds  largest  display  of  fine  English  solid  Mahogany,  Walnut,  Yew  Sc  Birdseye  Maple 
antique  replica  furniture  made  by  master  craftsmen  to  a  standard  unsurpassed  this  century 

Mon-Sat  9am-5.30pm 

BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPLICAS 

N16  SCHOOL  CLOSE,  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  AVE.,  BURGESS  HILL 
[BETWEEN  GA.TW1CK  &  BRIGHTON)  WEST  SUSSEX  RH15  9RX 

Tel:  01444  245577 _ 


lightweight  protector  that 

-  fits  snugly  around  your  vehicle  to 

criuptr nv  teep  ra'n' slert' ic8’ snQW-  MP-  droppings,  dust  or  dirt 
For  EASY  *rom  your,  unprotected  car.  Order  now  and  help  keep 
annr  your  car  in  pristine  condition.  Please  state  car  make 
and  model.  Estate  cars  please  add  £1  extra. 


E2access/visa*,7-14  DAY  DESPATCH.  Send  chequesfP.O's  to; 

01225*790777  'tTT,A-1 

24  hra.  7  days  a  week.  Metksham  SN12  6SR  iIcmcbo tmccu, 


Parker  Knol  I 


at  Peter  Adams 


The  Furniture  Sale 


FACTORY  SHOP 

SOFAS  &  SOFA  BEDS 

From  Factory  to  yon!  NO  MIDDLEMAN! 


Styled  &  m»de  to  jeer  am  n^nrmaa. 
krnr  backs  Soft  or  fins  cm'  ‘ 


POETSTYLE  LTD 

Unit  1 1  Bayford  Street  IndmMai  Centre 

Here  Street  (Nr  tfel  ft.) 
Hackney,  London,  E8  3SC. 

Teb  0181  5330915 


S3jap 


For  NEW  colour  brochure 

PHO\T 

(01233)850214 


bookcas89,shelves,etc  Home 
or  work.  Versatile  & 

Good  value  vam  (she 
phone  formal  I  order  catalogue 
Cu  best  ore 0181-9946016 24hr 


Big  discounts  off  all  orders 
Defivered  anywhere! 


Nobody  Undersells 

Peter  Adams 

208  Station  Road,  Ed  aware,  Middlesex 
0181  958  3155 

Open  Sam  -  5.30pm  and  Sundays  10am  -  4pm 


Have  an  uplifting 
New  Year. 


Cali  us  now  on  freefone 

0800  19  19  19 

For  a  free  no  obligation  quote. 

•  Next  day  Installation  available  nationwide, 

e  Buy  direct  from  the  A 

manufacturer.  j 

•  Thousands  of  satisfied  j  i  ! 

customers.  i&K  j  [j 

•  New  or  rccondu ioncd*nfci?^>r L  • 


Made  m  Eagtend 


For  details  call  us  cn  0171498  8191 

The  DoCDecoat  Coapiaj,  146  Batttnn  Park  Rod, 
London  SW11  4NB  Fn  071  498  0990 


Y«* 


GIVE  TOUR  LIFE 


PKyIti  ^  a  1 1 1  t*j. .  ji 

NEW  CUSHIONS  MATTRESSES  MATTRESS 

For  chairs,  suites.  Made  to  measure  OVERLAYS 

bench  sealing  eic.  any  size  and  io  A  separate  2  w.  deep 
Uncovered  or  with  your  individual  layer  for  instant  relief 
our  own  fitted  covers  comfort.  on  a  too  hard  bed. 

■  EVERYTHING  DELIVERED  SAFELY  TV  YOUR  DOOR.  (Fax:  0113  230  1089) 

S’  PHONE  01 13  267  8281  m 

orposi  oi:i pm  MKr  ftv  iQpn^t  idcur  bmk i«.  I’ktuuriiig  g mde  and  direct  prices. 


Please  send  utmip  far  JQ  pjyc  hiatfiurc  nr  plume. 
Mr/Mrs/MiiS  . 

II  It,  HI  V 

Address .  . . 


n . Postcode  .  | 

FOSAM  FOB?  COMFORT.,  DEPT  T2  1 

[|FrV4(n  Oilev  Old  Rd.  Cookridge,  Leeds  LSI 6  7DiJ 


Record  Prices  at  London  Auction  for  Shipwrecked 
Victorian  Gold  Bullion  triggers  further  Release  of 
early  Victorian  Sovereigns... 


With  record  prices  being 
achieved  this  week  at  die  ‘Doro* 
shipwreck  auction  of  Victorian 
gold  bullion,  now  could  be  (be 
ideal  time  to  tuck  away  sane  of 
these  original  antique  22  cant 
British  Victorian  Shield  design 
gold  sovereigns.  A  small  group  of 
these  gems  from  the  earliest  years 
of  Victoria’s  reign  have  recently 
been  released  for  distribution  by  a 
Swiss  bank  in  Znrich- 

Less  than  360  of  these 
spectacular  grade  original  gold 
sovereigns  have  been  released  for 
distribution  in  Great  Britain.  The 
corns  dak:  from  the  1 840’s  to  the 
early  1880’s  and  axe  of  the  sought 
after  Shield  Design,  showing  the 
young  head  of  Queen  Victoria. 
Bearing  in  mind  these  genuine 
British  gold  coins  are  getting  an 
for  nearly  150  years  old  and 
weighing  just  over  a  quarter  of  an 
ounce  of  22  carat  gold,  these  wiE 


DrexriagGa«i» 
liter  mi, 

G-D-S 

10O%  Wool .  Ini  about  any 
HUB  •  PUS>  Colwi.,  lOO 

ANY  SIZE - 
ANY  LENGTH 
Meet  Item  175 
BRQCHURE/ORDEK 
FORM  FROM 
Starts 

■1  Barrack  S< 

THURSO  KWJ4  7DB 
Td&Fax  01147  S93 157 


be  a  big  bit  with  collectors  and 
gold  fans  alike. 

When  you  consider  what  some 
leading  coat  retailers  charge  for  a 
run-of-the-mill  sovereign,  op  to 
£135.  and  the  fact  that  the  Royal 
Mint  charges  £149  for  one  of  their 
modern  new-issue  proof  gold 
sovereigns  whose  weight  and  gold 
purity  are  identical,  these  represent 
outstanding  value  at  only  £109.50 
each,  including  P&P.  Genome 
British  gold  coins  that  sc  nearly  a 
century  and  a  half  old  will  be 
cherished  forever  by  collectors, 
investors  and  antique  lovers 
everywhere. 

I’ve  applied  for  three  myself. 
^iui  requested  |hma  liifTwrm 
I,  for  one,  don’t  want  to  miss  oat 
on  this  golden  opportunity. 

You  should  try  your  luck  too, 
who  knows?  You  coaid  well  be  one 
of  the  lucky  ones  who  takes  part  in 
this  distribution. You  can  apply  by 


GENUINE 
BIRTHDAY , 

[  NEWSPAPERS 


post  stating  the  number  you  would 
like,  along  with  your  name  and 
address  including  postcode  to  Gold 
and  Silver  Bureau.  3  Seven  ways, 
Ilf  oid.  Esses.  IG2-6XH.  If  you  are 
lucky  enough  to  be  allocated  any,  it 
will  have  been  well  worth  the 
effort-  After  aD,  very  few  people 
even  get  to  see  an  original  early 
Victorian  sovereign,  let  atone  be 
able  to  own  one. 

if  you  want  to  apply  over  the 
‘phone  and  don’t  mind  a  few 
engaged  tones,  call  diem  on 
Freephone  (0800)  614686,  even  on 
a  Sunday,  yon  may  find  out  right 
away  whether  you  wiU  be 
successful  in  obtaining  any.  Don’t 
send  any  payment  initially,  yon 
will  be  notified  if  you  are  one  of 
the  lucky  ones  whose  application 
has  succeeded.  You  can  also  spread 
die  cost  by  by  using  one  of  your 
flexible  plastic  friends,  Le. 
MasterCard  or  Visa, 


With  the  markets  in  a  state  of 
flux  and  die  world  filled  with 
uncertainty,  authentic  antique  gold 
from  die  Victorian  ere  wifi  make  a 
nice  addition  to  the  family's  golden 
treasure.  Most  people,  myself 
included,  like  the  feel  of  real  gold 
from  a  time  when  money  looked 
and  felt  like  money  should. 

By  Joanne  Sorer 
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0181-6S8  6323 


Make  Money  While  You  Read 


II  miy  >«ni  unuwuul  bui  iL\  inie!  Kundmls  «(  «v»rry^->2jr  PD/T  I7  71 

[woplr  enm  ihnuundi  ul  pnnula  Item  iniling,  rf  MM  MT  £  C/fC  M 

proof  reading  lo  be  mki.  Proof  rcoJms  i«  a  TTVJ  V 

perfect  example  of  the  money -.pinning  V  A 

npppnuiuikt  which  appeal  to  ih««»  of  u*  who  like  . . "  .  _  .. . 1 XJ 

UVnakc  extra  e«h  trore  home  Take  a  look  a.  the  fc.X»JTipl«  opportunity  H 

Opportunities  Chart  on  ilie  ri chi  li  ihewi  wim  of  . — , 

J'ncomc  i  tie  ok  which  wo  cover  in  dep  if,  <S>  Travel  Organiser 

For  ihc  Lut  Irn  years  we  have  lielpal  counllds  @  Car  Registrations  pH 

individual*.  ffs-Mii  id  I  w.ilk*  of  lire,  fc'crncxoic  fp*.  Flow*-  ArranolnP  - 1 

subvtoitUal  »unut  cxlra  irvoinc.Thcy  Often  ^  ®  - 

inveii  iu*i  a  few  houn  per  week  on  Uxrir  chovrn  Food  Preparation  [  &  ( 

vc ni ure.  CSi  Proof  Reading  _ 

The  indivjduflh  jtc  member*  OJ  Du»tne^s  ’T  _  |  —  1 

OpponuDilictt  Dise^i.  E«vl>  munlh  DOD  reviews  Home  Brewing  I  I 

anJ  reports  On  die  cream  or  ihc  nations  powiftg  ^  Candlumaklnp 

*m»U  rniepnsc^  -  ooch  nftr  a  proven  money  >S/ 

mokxne  idea  Our  reerebers  are  presented  with  ,n  ortlcr  for  b«|p  you  achieve  you 

twenty  Mich  reviews  es  cry  month,  each  one  a  .  ,  _  _  , 

recipe  for  bu-ine-w  success.  opportunity  and  commitment  which  aj 

Our  editor  was  once  a  modcs.iy  paid  school  pre-tax  Income  that  you  wish 

teacher.  His  ability  to  pick  ihc  npht  ideas  has  which  appeals  to  you  moot  then  cbo 

earned  him  a  yacht  and  a  sx'oml  home  In  the  Enter  the  details  Of  yotlT  StlWtiOD  OU  ti 

Med!  We  now  employ  him  to  pick  those  winning  send  it  to  tis  immediately  for  an  instant 

ideal  c»clusi*ely  for  BOD  The  tern*  we  - - — — — '  " 

proudly  provide  is  simple  Util  Jcvs-.uiiniily  those  that  Jo  show  the  commitment  to  cabscnbc 

successful  as  ihc  subscribers  happily  testify  here  wifi  benefit  (him  our  'Sponsorship  year".  When 
■Or  This  one  ideo  luu  pri.tiucc.1  £JO.OO<)  e.uru  ■  “vf  £4S„*U^  IW,^?5>D  **  C°* 

and  l  found  >1  in  BOW  □  W.  Kent  for  “  ,ul' “»»  «r»*J  "  BOD 

*  ‘7Wj  ".T 

bus>nex,  turning  over  £-/OQ.  {AM.  and  {|W(,  totally  FREE.  You  will  (hr a  bo  given 
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who  do  truly  have  ibe  desire  lo  cum  entsa  (uooey  UO  is  V/  I  rslisV - 
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WHICH  OPPORTUNITY  APPEALS 
_ TO  YOU? 

Example  upportunlty  |  j  Hours  per  j  \  Level  ] 

vrcvlc  *  ~*  ”  ™“ 


Income  Level 

(per  week) 


£150- £300 


I  £300- £600 


@  Travel  Organiser 

Cg>  Car  Registrations  pT]  8  hours  1  |  £9g-£lSO~| 

(cj  Flower  Arranging  _  ^ _ _ 

®  Food  Preparation  )  B  )  16  hours  2  )  £150- £300  ) 

©  Proof  Reading  _  , _ _ 

®  Home  Brewing;  [~^  I  ^  hours  3  ( £300- £600  | 

@  Cand  leniaklng  _ _ 

In  order  for  us  to  help  you  achieve  your  ambition  we  need  to  know  the  kind  of 
opportunity  and  commitment  which  appeals  to  yotl  and  most  Importantly  the 
level  of  pre-tax  Income  that  you  wish  to  earn.  Simply  select  the  opportunity 
which  appeals  to  you  moot  then  choose  from  the  selected  ‘Income  levels*. 
Enter  the  details  of  your  selection  on  the  completed  ‘opportunity  coupon'  and 
send  it  to  us  immediately  for  an  Instant,  response!  And  please  no  time  wasters. 


Confidential  ^3^ 
Special  Report 

“ After  J  was  made  redundant  for  the  third 
time  /  stopped  looking  for  work  and  became 
a  home  -  based  proofreader.  I  earn  on 
average  C  te  per  hour  as  a  freelance  copy 
editor  and  work  an  average  2!  hours  each 
week.  "  M.  Sugar.  Cove.  Hams. 

Every  year  more  than  1 8.000  new  boo  let 
or  revised  editions  are  published  in  Grcai 
Britain.  There  arc  currently  3.000  weekly, 
montfaly/hi-roonlfaly  plus  around  10.000 
learned  Journals. 

Every  one  of  these  books  periodicals  and 
journals  nun  be  proofread  at  one  rugs  or 
another.  Add  the  millions  of  printed 
macu-r  produced  by  local  printers  every 
wcele  and  you  begin  to  appreciate  tbe  vast 
siac  of  the  proofreading  industry  needed 
*  xo  support  them. 

|  This  CONFIDENTIAL  SPECIAL 

■  REPORT  is  only  available  to  NEW 
I  members.  It  csplaina  exactly  what  proof 
I  reading  cu tails,  the  necessary  tools  of  U*c 
|  trade,  earning  expectations,  types  of 

■  proofing,  accuracy  and  precision,  the  use 
.  oT  computers,  and  how  to  go  about 
|  llnding  work  os  a  freelance  proofreader. 

-  It  details  recommended  sources,  explains 
J  proofreading  symbols,  and  gives  you  top 


Chronometer,  Watch  and  Nautical 
Instrument  maker  to. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 


Pollen,  pet  hairs,  dust  and  dust 
mites.. .virtually  nothing  escapes 
the  8/2 lb  ORECKXL 


ilie  vacuum  ctwsen  by 50,000  hotels  and  owr 
Iraiffiofl  homes. 

Why?  Because  it’s  powerful,  robust  and 
incredibly  igfaweightJ  -  - 

5  Why  is  tbe  Oreckse  efficient? 


The  fil&atjon  system  traps  99.4%  of  al 
microscopic  irritants  as  smal  as  0.1.  micron. 


7he  handle,  orthopaecMy  (fcsrgnedfo 
eliminate  the  gripping  action  forfitos8 
with  painful  joints. 

Worth  £79.. .the  hand-held  super 


ft  we^hs  only  4tbs,  yet  has  immense 
power,  ft's  a  companion  to  the  upefchttp 


Bairn***  Opporarnmo  Ditfii.  Aatruu  Nwii~r  £ _ f*.  9  m 

impIj*  ef  tea  h £J5  «i  only  Tkffnton.  caainiik  ui|  1  Ups  KCMd  tP  >huari  OUt  frum  Uie  refit. 
Dfl  i tar  fiiw  miliwjrmgri  ot  tkl«  mtin.  pWm  p« v  TiJI>  tidal 

pmiflda  ua4  flfl*  pCM  MMiilf.  MHil  livl  r%*  •  Take  *Ut  OUT  flW  Crittl  OfTtf  DOW  Rod 


pound*  u4  flfl*  pfM  MJWill 

p.,a  7ih  March  1997 


I  ** — *  —  ‘ rTJ rSy I  copies  eoMy 


■  exclusive  report  Rrill  be  your*  even  if  you 
]  decide  ■Ttor  your  trial  subscription  not  lo 

I  bccopiD  a  memher  of  BOD.  f  l.OOO's  of 


NdhlUs  1 3/Dw;mi-lrr  \»»  -4608 

nnnmissiuiiiil  hi  I8K9 
ftir  tile  Cuuy  Sark 


Senilis 

•Miiki’r  l»t  Hu- 

— Estd  UjOOari- 


IPH.I  ft  M3  \\  fur  uuir  FREE  cup}  •<(  the  Senilis  cuknir  ttnKliuiv  | 
« iinliiiniiu  nut  irui  rimepicrcs  anil  wcalher  uHtramcnls.  Prices  I 
rrmn  O)  In  ^.IXKV  Plus  details  of  FREE  Seniils  {lifLs.  j 

TdcpimiR*: 0151  708  0099  [ti 7]  j 

i  »r  f.i\  us  our  0131  708  U777.  I 

■Sruili*  Cunilul!  House.  3-1  llonihlU.  I.IviyikhiI  1.1  «li/ 

I 


Simplv  rninph'li*  Dm*  cuupiKi  Jx'lniv  and  pusi  it  In:  Senilis. 

*  (tomhifl  House.  24  (tomhiil.  Uietpoul  I.l  HDZ_ 

^  NamnMi  Aiiv'Ms  j  i.  'nTj 

j  \ihln-HS:  _ 


_ _ Puslrwlf;  _  _ 


clean  all  those  awkward  places... 
upholstered  furniture,  curtains,  stairs 
and  cars. 

•Interest  FREE  easy 
payment  terns 
•  Comprehensive  UK  after- 


•2-year  guarantee 


CALL  US  FREE  ON  0800  684  684 

QUOTING  CODE  NO:  07 87  OR  SEND  THIS  COUPON 
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■  C? 

Interested  in  classical  treasures? 

Cruising  in  a  small  boat  is  one  of 
the  best  ways  to  dip  into  the  past 

T~  t  is  .i  solid  rhartn*  aotnnut  ourselves,  read,  wrote,  chat- 


It  is  a  solid  charge  against 
holidays  that,  like  badly 
written  books;  they  lack 
shape,  and  purpose.  As 
Kingsley  Amis  used  to  com’ 
plain,  you  don’t  have  to  do 
anything  on  them  to  earn  your 
first  drink  of  the  day.  Why  not 
have  it  at  breakfast,  or  own 
earlier?  . 

One  way  of  avoiding this 
tendency  to  indolence  is  to  go 
on  a  tour,  with  a  programme 
and  an  objective.  But  then 
again,  ft  fee  lour  is  too  tightly 
organised  it  becomes  more  of  a 


at  the  seascape  and  shoreline. 

One  "day  I  surreptitiously 
checked  on  what  was  being 
read:  Herodotus:  biographies 
of  Alexander  the  Great,  Ata- 
turk  and  Dr-  Johnson:  two 
"Teach  YourselfTttrkish  bodes; 
one  guidebook  to  Turkey  and 
another,  guide  to  Mediterra¬ 
nean  ilaraffeis  to-  check  cm 
fiowess^Mk^dSbe  daybefore). 

ScaheOTC  Was  reading  Jel- 
fity  - Archer;  irat  f  shall  not 
rewsal:  the  wretch’s  identity; 


grind  than  bang  al  .wori^.  ..;  nor  adb^  what  I  was  reading 
Hopping  on  and  off  buses  and  :  Trnyself.  Tor  tell  tine  truth  l 
into  tourist-crammed^rigihts’’^ .sometimes  became  so  suffused 


shante  to 


is  a  grudling  business.  .  •  wifhwel^bdhg  at  this  stage  of 
So  it  was  in  an  a/hbiguous  die  day  that  I  coaMnt  make . 
frame  of  mind  that  f  ern-  .sip-  my  .mind  what  to  do.  It 
barked  on  a  cruise'.afongfee se^oedjasbametodp nothing 
Meditorraiieaii.jpgast  of-ru£  ,  JSut  an  etiifal  shansg  to  wreck 
key.  I  had  beesKojr  a  .irtosS.  v^fe«pefi»Jyidc>fcg  something, 
before  and  nQtmuck.cnjoypd  choices 

life  afloat,  even  ihoegh'bfaar  Jha$  .face  tire  absolutely  coh- 
was  on  a  .  liner  wife-!  every 1  ton^'holidagtoialaap- • 
imaginable  luxury-  <-i  ■>  iAt  ;  l2  or^sa  4wt-  dropped 

.  This  wasio  been  somefeing  ^anchor,  plaB^pcToyer  the  side 
called  i  "guJeTi  a  Turkish'  a&s&iheard a hnel lecture  by 
variety  of  twc«nasted  yacht  a  'auronbotod^mwaboutwhto 


piffling  26  -metres  long.  How 
was  I  going  to.  be  property 
cassetted  on  a  bbto  this  size,  let 


_we  would  see  fefer  and  put 
efown  one  or  frtover  more  than) 
-two  pre^unch  cfadhks.  After 


‘  akme  hide  from  my  fcflow\_  hmch  w  htto.^.riesta.  Then. 
-  passengers  if  .1  couldnT  stand  whfcn. fee.  midday  beat  was 
them?  There  was.  tofefher  .  eaaMi^.wefei^feshore  to 
problem.  Our  formal  purpose  *  visit  the  sfte  r^fie^day.  usialty 
was  to  visit  anrioat-  -sites,  an  anrienTcrty^  getting  there 


.  earing  aft-  we  feehlfeshore  to 
*  visit  the  rite  ttf4&e4iay,"uscalty 
an  andent  a^C,  getting  there 
mostly  Greek  and  Itornan.  pnfbotorT^iflfittnisifthesite 
Now  if  I  have  a  talent  it  is  for  was  too  far  to  fealk.  After  an 
forgetting  things/  particularly  .  hour  or  two/  Scrambling 
languages.  My  CHevd  Latin  among  rains  we  returned  to 
and  Greek  -have  vanished,  the  boat  washed,  /changed, 
along  with  whai  litde  ancient '  ,  drank,  dined  and  Went  tohed 
history  1  ever  knew.  where  we  slept,  dare.  I  say, 

1  was  even  slightly  surprised  Homericafly.  There  were 

to  discover  am  I  -  manJytoawns  W  this  w»s 

admitting  - this?  —  that  so  the  baric  formula.  No  day  was 
much  of  Greek  and  Roman  dull  .but  no  day  was  cutra' 
dvflisation  is  actually  in  Tur-  geouriy  hectic  eifter.  . 

key.  Was  l  going  to  be  bullied  -  The  .passengers;  a  diverse 
out  of  my  ignorance  by  our  -  bunchindeed.  were  as  fallows: 
tour  leader  and  our- promised  an  elderly,  but  adventurous 

on-board  expert?  The  prospect  Australian  couple  (thear  next 
was  full  of  dismal  possibilities.  ■  stop  was  Alaska,  fecir  next  but 
Let  me  at  once  blow  them  all  three  Siberia^  tto  courin.  a 
away.  I  enjoyed  myself  enor-  stockbroker  from  NewZea- 
mously .  In  fact  I  cant  think  of  lander:  two  corporate  execu- 
any  break  1  have  ever  bad  lives  based  m  Istanbul  one 
which  so  thoroughly  satisfied  British,  one  Swiss,  and  fear 
all  the  sensible  criteria  for  a  wives,  one  Australian  the; 
decent  holiday:  the  weather  .  other  also  Swiss  a  British  avil 
should  be  warm  and  sunny,  servant  and  his  ardutectural 
the  company  good,  food  and  historian  wife-  and  me.  a 
drink  of  high  standard,  service  journalist  Tjo  these  should  be 
ar  least  competent  birt  above  added  the  English  iwife  Of  a 
all  amiable- My  bed  should  be’  Turkish  profesorof  English, 
comfortable,  I' should  read  a  who  waslea^g: the  re  of 
cood  deal  and  see  something  '  tour  leadership;  TbraJohnsoji. 
of  interest  or  beauty.  And  I  whowasleadmgourto^d 
must  come  home  feeling  that  I  our;  guni.  Dr  -  OTpr^n 
have  more  than  a  r^itfly 

fading  tan  to  show  for  it  that  I  -  toteof  AnfoaErf^T.amanpar 

haven't  entirely  wasted  my  med^ty  to  Grg  anaiaeoto- 
time  on  tacky  dCHbyoursetf  gist  fianofie.  Vbfasja- 
improvements  to  body  and  ■■  ■  BtVl  -fawnf  i 

souL  By  all  these  measures  the-  the  faceofi 

trip  was  a  \vild  success.".  -a.  '  mv^reanuryro 
We  flew  from  Heathrow  via.  I  J  ^*5 

Istanbul  to  Dalaman,  thence  X— ^  “P  R 

by  short  minibus  trip  to  Gorek  long  strptdi^  togedier,  I  c 
^idwir ■waiting. boat; the Aiif 

Kopian  B.  The  next  monuiig  ^ SfL? 

we  set  sa3  on  a  zigzag  course  didn't  happen  luce  mat. 

L  then  cbilyround^usmait 

north  until  a  fortnight  later  chat  about.  Smanthmig 
iTLXrked  for  the  last ;  was, toegufe piaffe 
rime  and  flew  home  from.,  .space  to  which.todoas 
Izmir.  1  sketch  out  the  journey  Tr  tD2ttSttai 

like  this  because  a  step-by-step 


FACT  FILE 


■  Westminster  Classic 
Tours  offers  classical  or 
tailor-made  private 
charters,  so  contact  the 
company  on  0171-404  3738 
to  discuss  your  priorities. 
Tours  are  ror  any  length 
up  to  >4  days  and  can  be 
divided  between  Istanbul 
and  the  Mediterranean  coast. 

■  The  company  also 

offers  painting  excursions  led 
by  the  artist  Susannah 
Fiennes. 

■  This  year's  rates  for  the 
Ionian  and  Carian  tour  are 
El, 645  per  person.  This 
covers  almost  everything 
from  the  moment  of 
arrival  at  Heathrow.  Even 
drinks,  except  spirits,  are 
included.  Extras  are  your  visa 
f£10,  payable  on  arrival  in 
Turkey),  your  bar  bill  and  a 
well-earned  tip  to  the  crew 

at  the  end  of  the  journey  (£30 
to  £40  per  passenger  is 
recommended).  The 
supplement  for  singles  is 
£395.  Tour  dates  are:  June 
MS  September  7-21: 

October  4-18. 

■  Customers  washing  to 

gel  to  grips  with  their  classics 
before  embarking  on  a 
Westminster  tour  might  like 
to  contact  Friends  of 
Classics,  which  has  close 
links  with  Westminster 
Classic  Tours.  The  Friends’ 
secretary,  Jeannie  Cohen, 
is  at  51  Achilles  Road, 

London  NW6 1DZ 
(OI7M31 50S8). 

■  Several  companies 
offer  short  trips  around  the 
Turkish  coast  by  guleL 

■  Reading:  Sarah 
Anderson  of  The  T  ravel 
Bookshop  (0171-229  5260) 
recommends:  Memed  My 
Hawk  by  Yashar  Kema! 
(Harvill.  £8.99,  ISBN  1860 
46103  4).  A  Fez  af  the 
Hearthy  Jeremy  Seal 
(Picador.  £6.99.  ISBN  0 
330  34362  9).  Turkey,  Travel 
Survival  Kit  (Lonely 
Planet.  £12.99.  ISBN  0  864 
42364  0). 


...  . 

*■ 


The  gateway  to  Curetes  Street  in  the  great  dty  of  Ephesus,  just  one  of  the  many  sites  visited  on  a  classics  tour  along  the  Turkish  coast  by  gulet  Ephesus:  treasure  trove 


G  n  the  face  of  it  we 
were  an  unpromar 
fog  -  combination; 
Cooped  up  for  a 

a  stretch  togedier,  1  could 
<  imagine  us  coming  .to 
words,  if  not  blows,  But  if 
didn’t  happen  like  feat  The 
daily  round  gave  tts  matter  to 
chit  about  Small  though,  if. 
was,  the  gulet  proved  a  flexible 
space  in  which:  ,  to  do  as  we 
liked;  rest  in  our  tiny  bui-well- 
equipped  cabins,  natter  at  the 


took  or  coUanse  into  stupor  to  the 


trate  on  the  highlights. 

On  a  typical  day  we  rose  af 
eightfii  a  quiet  bay  where  the 

water  was  translucent  ana 
already  warm;  we  plunged  in 
to  sluice  awry  fee  vapours  ot 
the  night  and  .to  earn  our 
breakfast  When  we  had  eaten 
that  but  not  before.  Captain 
Hasan  weighed  anchor  and 
set  off  on  a  two  or  three  hoar  • 


trip in  ouriowi  way.  And  we 
were  jollied  ;along.by  our  team 
ofdeerones.;  -  ,  .•  • 

WhDe  reading  Qassics  at 
Cambridge,  Mr  Johnson  be¬ 
came  a  tour  guide  on  the 
Turkish  coast  Since  then  he 
has  spent  much  time  learning 
feq;tenguage  and  the  ways  of 
Turkey's  boats  and  sailors. 
His  -  experience  showed  in 


guru  (Dr  Broodbank  had  been 
his'  tutor);  of  the  sites  and 
moorings  we  were  to  visit  how 
to  fifthem  all  into  a  workable 
itinerary;  where  to  go  for 
lunch  or  hire  a  uuiubus  or  a 
small  boat  This  kind  of  inti¬ 
mate  knowledge  meant  thar 
,  we  were  never  rushed,  never 
missed  a  connection,  avoided 
.fee  crowds,  got  into  places 
other -tourists  do  not  see. 

;  -Tty  my  reckoning  we  visited 
17  sites.  This  was  a  lof  to  cover 
in  a  /fortnight  but  our  pro¬ 
gramme-  was  well  balanced: 
every, time -I’d  had  enough  we 
had  an  easy  day,  and  when  I 
got  bored  with  ferae  we  sud- 
denly Tiad  a  busy  one. 

The  sites  we  visited  were  as 
old  as  2^00  BC  and  as  rKently 
in  use  as  this  century.  They 
ranged  from  a  single  temple  to 
fee  great  dty  of  £phesu&  Tb 
reach  them  we  rieed  some¬ 
times  only  siep  ashore,  at 
other  times  chug  across  a  lake 
or  -  clamber  a  hill  or  take  a 
minibus  or  a  perilous  four- 
wheel  ride  up  a  mountain. 

Whole  driKsations  and  peo¬ 
ples  drifted  JiaaJy  across  my 
cxmsricmsness  as .  1  gazed  at 
their  rincs:  Carians,  Lyrians. 
Grreks,  Perrians;  Romans, 
Ar^s,  Byzafoiries.  Ottomans, 
even  Britons,  in  the  shape  of 
Knights  of  Si  John,  or  intrepid 
lWfccentuiy  discoverers. 

Had  I  been  on  my  own  I 
think  I  .  might  have  become 
bored  There  was  plenty, of 
natural  beauty  to  look  at — the 
ancients  had  a  sure  sense  of 
place  when  they  built  After 
fee  third  or  fourth  or  fifth  stoa 
ot.  acropolis  or  theatre, 
though,  I  might  never  have 
wanted  to  see  another.  But  we 
twin?;  lucky.  Dr  Broodbank 
animated  fee  scene  wherever 
we  went  What  might  just  have 
been  another  pile  of  tumbled 
masonry  to  us  was  a  trove  of 
exciting  dues  to  him.  He  trod 
among  fee  ruins  as  nimbly  as 
a  goat  and  spotted  connections 
.that :Sherlock  Holmes,  high,  on 
fee  classics,  might  have 
missed. 

I  had  not,  for  example, 
realised  how  complicated  a 
site  can  be-  A  Greek  dty  might ' 


have  started  out  Lyrian,  then 
been  HeUenised  and  Roman¬ 
ised,  later  taken  over  by 
Byzantines  and  Ottomans; 
after  which  modem  archaeolo¬ 
gists  may  have  dug  here  but 
not  there,  restored  this  build¬ 
ing  but  not  that 


The  unskilled  eye 
might  have  made  out 
the  Doric  or  the  Co¬ 
rinthian  orders  and 
left  it  at  feat  But  Dr 
Broodbank  found  mysterious 
palimpsests  in  fee  rubble  and 
effortlessly  talked  us  through 
them. 

His  detective  work  could  be 
thrilling.  We  were  walking 
over  fee  remains  of  a  not  very 
exciting  castle  of  perhaps  the 
13th  or  14th  century  at  Penn 
Kale  when  the  good  doctor’s 
eye  fell  on  a  tiny  scrap  of 
obsidian,  a  volcanic  rock 
which  made  the  sharpest 
blades  available  in  the  pre- 
metal  age.  There  were  no 
volcanoes  nearby  so  the  obsid¬ 
ian  must  have  been  brought 
there.  He  dated  fee  period 
when  this  was  common  prac¬ 
tice  to  2J500  BG  What  we  saw 
was  an  unremarkable  ruined 
castle;  what  we  imagined,  or 
tried  to.  was  life  4.000  years 
earlier.  _  . 

1  learnt  to  tell  the  difference 
between  a  Greek  theatre  and  a 
Roman  one,  but  ft  was  my 
imagination  that  was  stirred. 

Tourism,  however,  is  cur- 
mnty  covering  the  Turkish 
coast  wife  ugly  rashes  of 
hotels,-  condos  and  timeshares 
and  ail  fee  banalities  feat  go 
wife  them:  the  discos,  the 
tawdry  gift  shops,  the  cuisine 
favoured  by  fee  British  abroad 
fit  was  not  the  least  advantage 
of  being  on  a  gulet  feat  we 
could  avoid  most  of  that).  But 
the  tourist  age  will  pass.  Tts 
detritus  will  sink  beneath  the 
earth,' leaving  not  much  for  fee 
archaeologist  to  snuffle  after.  1 
came  home  feeling  fit  and 
well,  with  my  mind  a  bit 
expanded  and  my  spirits  even 
more  so.  What  more  can  you 
ask? 

Eric  Jacobs  : 


]y[ other  Russia  hat  been  blessed  with 
numerous  vast  rivers,  lakes  and  inland  wa* 
which  from  the.  earliest  of  times  were  the  first 
and  natural  highways-  The  adding  of  canals 
to  lhe$«  natural  assets  allow  iu  u>  travel  great 
distances  from  the  remote  forests  of  karelya  to 
Moscow  and  beyond  aboard  comfortable  river 
vessels  which  make  for  a  perfect  moving  hoteL 
’J'his  14  night  river  voyage  links  the 
great  cities  of  the  Tsars.  Russia's  two  moot 
famous  cities  are  also  the  greatest  repositories 
of  Russian  art  and  architecture.  Moscow,  the 
medieval  and  20th  century  capital  has  a 
wonderful  heritage  of  early  buildings  while 
St  ftsersburg,  the  creation  ot  Peter  the  Great, 
benefited  from  the  inspiration  of  Europe's 
greatest  (8th  century  architects  and  craftsmen. 

Three  rewarding  days  will  be  spent  in 
«ach  of  these  great  cities  In  between  we  will 
cruise  the  intricate  pattern  of  connecting 
rivers  canals  and  lakes  that  link  M  FVti-rsburjf 
with  Moscow.  Having  explored  the  wonders  of 
the  city;  we  will  sail  through  the  enchanting 
countryside  with  Us  tranquil  and  timeless 
quality  which  baa  so  inspired  writers  and 
musician*  over  the  centuries. 


St  Petersburg  to 
Moscow  by  River 


THE  MS  KRASIN 

This  sleek,  modern  river-cruise  vessel 
was  built  in  Germany  in  1989  and  is  under 
a  long  term  charier  to  a  Californian  ba«cd 
company.  Unlike  many  riser  vessels  in 
Russia  the  TCnodn'  is  only  available  in  the 
V'h  and  USA.  English  is  the  only  language 
used  on  board,  thereby  avoiding  seemingly 
ending  announcements  in  other  languages. 
The  vessel  was  completely  refurbished  in 
1995  with  quality  imported  fiimiBhingfc  and 
the  public  rooms  w  hich  include  three 
lounges,  bars  and  a  splendid  concert  hall 
arc  the  finest  afloat  in  Russia  today 

There  U  accommodation  for  up  to 
.250  passengers  and  ail  cabins  have  outside 
views,  shower  and  toilet.  Upgraded  meals  are 
prepared  under  the  supervision  of  a  Western 
chef  add  eamplitnealary  wine  is  served  with 
dinner.  The  ship  U  provisioned  wife  West  era - 
sty  lc  amenities  imported  from  Ihn  USA. 


_ THE  ITINERARY _ 

DAY  1  London -Sl  Prtcreburg  by  ariirduled  Flight,. 
Ilfiw-  lo  i hr  MS  Kmin  and  rmlurl,. 

DAY  S  St  Prfersburg  Morning  rilj  ovur-kin 
hvludirtg  the  FV-tcr  and  Haul  Fortrov.  Afternoon 
r-u-uoion  in  Ihe  pral  Rmnni  IVUc-  of  Pudikin, 
huili  Uti  ihn  Empire  FJiahlb. 

DAY  SStPclrnburj  Morning  vi.il  to  tin- 
HrrmiUgi1  Uu-nini.  Vlh-rnnon  her.  Evening  Uill.1 
p'-rfornunra-  ut  llu-  IlHiniugv  Tlwirr  in  (hr 
Yiairi  Paluv. 

DAY-  4  5t  Petenbtrrg  Dsn  Jrrr  until  Ltd-  afternnun 
«liup 

DAY' 5  lake  Ladoga  A  rt-Uvingdav  mii-ingw  ro— 
lltjp  Ltke. _ _ _ 

DAY  6Kizhi-ftMi«un>ddt  ThIo  i w  will 
sail  amh<  Lake  Owga.  making  a  stop  at  the 
bniiiiful  idand  uf  Kizbi.  \  isit  ibc  impo-in* 

£  domed  Oiun'Ji  «f  (he  Transfiguration,  a  man  rt 
of  18th  wniury  Runan  wooden  anHiiierture. 

In  the  drain-  we  will  maki:  a  cad  at  friruuvud-J.. 
the  ‘d|HUi  of  kareiiya . 

DAV  7  While  Lafce  OruHtig  tin-  ffliitr  tab  and 

the  \Uga- 

Dti*  8  Irma  will  owr  in  ihitptviiy  finridr 
nrttlrmriu.  Etpw  thr  rnuiurmidr  on  foot  and 
enjoy  a  Ru>~iui  lurimuo  for  lh*  w« 

DAY  9  Yarwlnl  Visit  this  well  preserved  “Cnldr  n 
Ring'  rity  and  -e1  the  magnrlrmit  Church  of  FJijah. 


DAS'  10  Kostroma  Om-  of  tin-  lmrlii-4  rilie*  of  tiw 
llnildm  Ring'  and  limnr  iu  tiw  nobfi-  limiliis  of 
liudium  and  Romjrurt. 

DAY  II  L'gtieh  A  Hriigliiful  'ilotrien  Ring"  rtty.  H- 
-t«lim>  i.  dominated  tiy  tiir  blur  and  -nfd  rupotits 
uf  the  rallied  ral. 

DAY  12  Moscow  Morning  on  thr  Mtw»  UniL 
Arrive  Minim  at  lunch  time.  Afternoon  «-itv  drive. 
Evening  vidf  to  the  Mosw  f.in-iN 
DAY'  13  Moscow  Morning  visit  fc«  lire  Kn-mKrt 
inciuding  the  line  niUertiun  *4  im|irri»f  rrgjlu.  in 
the  Armnurv  Mii-enm.  tfirnuwn  Fire. 

DAY  14  Moscow  Morning  rvrursinn  U> S-rgirv 
RmuL  Aft-rnoon  Fm1.  Evening  nmngt 

PAi'  15  Moscow  Dtsembari  in  tiw  nmniing. 

Time  lor  shopping  and  individual  siglibering. 

After  lunch  continue  u.  jirjmn  f.o-  Ule  jfjsnunin 
departure  i<  ■  London. 

1997  DEPARTURE  DATES 

S.  May  :  8*  June:  IS  July 
27^July:  Rl  August  U’  SepfemhiT 

PRICES  PER  PERSON 
IN  TWIN  BEDDED  CABIN 

Lotrerdrek  £I3«a  Boat  deck  E17V5 

Alain  deck  iHSBU  Suite  Boat  deck  £23*15 

Upper  deck  JIISTtt  Single  Boat  deck  £1*195 

Hrinw  su  bjret  in  olrrhargc-  Purl,  .ubject  in  rhuige. 

*  Thee  drfonurr  dole'  op-rnie  in  meive  iinirr  Milling 
fr.ii>,  Mnsniw  tu  S  Prti-r-liurg. 

"f  ThL.  dale  also  upnabo  in  the  rrver-c  older  Fnwi  Mow. 
U.  M  JVtrrJmrg  jnJ  r-  unr  day  -br^ler  M  night  in 

Si  IVtcrdiurfA.  [Murt  KTl  jwt  pci.iii  (rum  oil  pmdej. 

Price  iocludn:  Emnotiiy  Has-  air  travel, 
accuaunodiition  and  full  board  un  the  MS  Krasin, 
«W  with  dinner,  dtnrr  esnu>ionr-  entrance  t*ev. 
ha  I  lei  and  rnnrert  pvrFbrmanre  and  a  vidt  to 
Mimhiw  Givus  port  lavs.  UK  dcjwrltuv  lav. local 
guide*.  Criie-i  Speaker  and  (jvw  Din-rtm. 

!Vot  incFndcd: TraveF  iiwumncr.  Ru-eian  visa, 
optional  rviiriuiiN  lipe  lt»  crew 

FOR  FURTHER  DETULS 

PIku-c  telephone  0171- (CK6  (7  day*  a  week) 


n  OtAJU££  STBEFl  MAVTA1S,  10W30N  WU  8 1£ 
ItUPHONE  Olrt-40^03%  FACSWWi  0171OW05M 
Z4  HOUR  BftOCHUSE  ANSWEUPHOKffi  0I7T ^3S5  M24 
ATO1  JtOB  AB1AV37JX 
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Italy:  A  three-page  special  -  from  the  hilltop  towns  of  Umbria,  the  homeland  of  St  Francis  of  Assisyto^ 


By  slow  train  to 
medieval  magic 


Others  may  deride  their 
slowness  and  criticise 
their  punctuality,  but  I 
have  a  secret  passion  for 
Italian  trains,  for  the  carriage  with 
a  view,  f  love  to  sit  back,  San 
Pellegrino  bottle  in  one  hand, 
guidebook  in  the  other,  with  an 
historic  city  and  its  sights  in 
prospect  For  parents  like  me.  rail 
travel  has  another  attraction.  Treat¬ 
ed  to  a  train  trip  in  the  morning,  a 
child  will  be  more  patient  among 
the  antiquities  in  the  afternoon. 

Like  its  glossier  neighbour  Tus¬ 
cany.  Umbria  is  rich  in  antiquities 
of  every  sore  the  shrine  of  St 
Francis  at  Assisi,  shimmering  me¬ 
dieval  lull  towns,  smudgy  green 
valleys  and  fine  food. 

Umbria’s  array  of  Renaissance 
offerings  include  Perugia,  the  re¬ 
gion's  capital,  with  its  medieval 
cathedral,  dozens  of  other 
churches,  a  gallery,  impressive 
main  piazza,  cafes,  ice-cream  par¬ 
lours  and  shoe  shops. 

You  can  read  aJJ  about  these 
splendours  as  you  proceed  up  the 
line  on  the  narrow  gauge  Ferroyia 
Centrale  Umbra  railway,  which 
runs  from  Temi  145km  (about  90 
miles)  northward  up  the  Tiber 
valley,  through  the  capital  towards 
Sansepolcro.  a  town  just  over  the 
Tuscan  border. 

In  Britain,  such  an  idiosyncratic 
railway,  with  its  manual  signals, 
worked  by  highly  polished  brass 
levers  on  the  platforms,  would 
attract  enthusiasts.  But  the  average 
FCU  passenger  is  a  schoolchild,  or 
a  bemused  tourist,  wondering  at 
the  contrast  between  the  Ruritan¬ 
ian  grandeur  of  the  railway's  staff 
uniforms,  bristling  with  gold  braid, 
and  the  dowdy  rolling  stock. 

Delaying  the  delights  of  Perugia, 
we  travelled  on  to  Citta  di  Gastello, 
in  the  north  of  Umbria.  We  were 
following  the  recommendation  of  a 
guard  who  had  assured  us  that 
although  all  the  line  was  pretty,  the 
stretch  between  the  capital  and 
Sansepolcro  was  the  most  attrac¬ 
tive.  His  loyally  was  perhaps 
superior  to  his  aesthetic  sense. 

Climbing  steeply  out  of  Perugia 
and  its  pasta-making  industrial- 
belt,  tiie  line  runs  between  tiny, 
ruined  halts,  green  smallholdings 
and  the  occasional  ruined  chapel. 
In  the  faimhouse  gardens,  the 
apple  trees  are  hung  with  empty 
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Sansefyxfflro 


7  U  W.B  R  J/aL 


ft  Morrt©taJcov*/l 
Toffi  •Spotetof 

‘  10  miles  I 


FACT  FILE 


■  Simply  Tuscany  &  Umbria, 
Chiswick  Gate.  598-608  Chiswick 
High  Road.  London  W4  5RT 
(0181-995  8277: 24-hour  brochure 
line  0181-995  9323)  offers  self- 
catering  holidays  in  a  two- 
bedroom  apartment  at  the  Casale 
Satriano  from  £338  per  person 
for  seven  days,  rising  to  £515  for 
M  days,  including  return  flights 
Gatwick  to  Pisa  or  Heathrow  to 
Rome,  and  hire  car. 

■  Umbrian  tourist  information 
centre,  Coro  Vanucri  30.  Peniga 
(00 39  75  572  5341). 

■  Reading:  The  Travel 
Bookshop  (0171-229  5260) 
recommends  Rat  King  by 
Michael  Dibdm  (Faber.  £5.99, 

ISBN  0  57115  421 2).  A  Valley  in 
Italy  by  Lisa  St  Aubin  deTeran 
(Penguin.  E6.99.  (ISBN  0  I40I6 
886  9).  Tuscany  and  Umbria  the 
Rough  Guide  (Rough  Guides. 

£8.99.  ISBN  185828  091 5). 

mineral  water  bottles  to  scare  away 
the  marauding  birds. 

We  lunched  in  Citta  di  Castello,  a 
standard  issue  Umbrian  awn, 
with  the  requisite  art  gallery  and 
sombre  cathedral,  then  bought  a 
ticket  back  to  Perugia's  Santa  Anna 
station.  There  and  back,  we  heard 
few  English  voices,  underlining  one 
of  the  main  differences  between 
Umbria  and  Tuscany. 

Walking  up  the  hill  from  the 
Santa  Anna,  through  the  gates  of 
the  city,  we  made  for  the  cathedral, 
the  best  place  do  start  in  a  town 
over-endowed  with  monuments.  U 
was  filled  with  more  schoolchil¬ 
dren,  some  praying  at  the  altar  of 
the  Madonna  delle  Grazie.  perhaps 
for  deliverance  from  acne. 


Pferugia‘s  cathedral  is  less  excep¬ 
tional  man  the  sights  outside.  At 
the  edge  of  its  steps,  in  the  medieval 
Piazza  IV  Novembre,  stands  the 
13th-century  Fontana  Maggiore.  Its 
lower  and  upper  basins  are  deco¬ 
rated  with  bas-reliefs  and  statues, 
each  aspect  telling  a  saintly  or 
allegorical  story. 

To  tire  right  of  the  fountain 
stands  the  late  13th-century  Palazzo 
dei  Priori,  probably  the  world's 
most  attractive  council  office,  its 
peachy-beige  curving  walls  topped 
with  delicate  crenatiations.  One 
glimpse  of  this  fairy  tale  local 
government  building  makes  you 
dream  of  some  humble  pen-push¬ 
ing  post,  with  daily  scope  for 
observing  the  palazzo's  imposing 
interior,  including  the  fresco-lined 
council  chamber.  In  reality,  you 
can  climb  to  the  fourth  floor  and 
visit  the  Galleria  Nazionale  dell' 
Umbria,  which  has  several  master¬ 
pieces.  There  are  works  by  Perugi- 
no.  one  of  Raphael's  teachers  and 
the  greatest  Umbrian  artist,  at  his 
peak  between  1480  and  1502. 


Peru  gino's  contemporary. 
Piero  della  Francesco,  Tus¬ 
can  by  birth  but  Umbrian 
by  style,  is  also  much  in 
evidence.  Della  Francesco's  poly- 
typch  of  the  Annunciation  de¬ 
servedly  has  its  own  room,  with  an 
audio-visual  display. 

Sipping  an  espresso  in  the  Carso 
Vannucci.  Perugia’s  main  street, 
lined  by  bars  and  designer  shops, 
we  noticed  that  Perugians,  dressed 
in  beige  and  green,  take  care  to 
coordinate  even  their  umbrellas  to 
their  ochre  and  stone  surround¬ 
ings.  Those  who  prefer  brown  are, 
perhaps,  making  a  nod  towards 
one  of  Perugia's  other  big  products 
besides  Renaissance  archictecture: 
Perugino  chocolate. 

Some  of  that  chocolate  sustained 
our  family  on  the  journey  back  to 
Todi.  wliich  also  has  an  august 
cathedral  and  spacious  piazza.  Its 
most  arresting  sight  however,  is 
the  Santa  Maria  della  Consolaz- 
ione  on  the  outskirts.  Started  in 
150S,  this  lovely  honey-hued  church 
is  a  mini  Sr  Peter's,  domed  and 
built  in  the  shape  of  a  Greek  cross. 

Spoleto  is  not  served  by  the  FCU 
but  you  can  take  a  train  from  Rome 
or  Perugia.  We  arrived  by  car. 
conserving  our  energies  for  this 


In  the  main  square  of  Perugia,  the  region's  capital,  is  the  I3th«entary  Fontana  Maggiore,  decorated  with  bas-reliefs  and  statues 


town  built  on  the  perpendicular. 
After  the  climb  to  the  Piazza  del 
Duomo.  you  may  feel  as  if  you  have 
just  followed  a  particularly  strenu¬ 
ous  exercise  video.  Callisthenics, 
the  Medieval  Way.  But  a  12th- 
century  treat  awaits  you  at  the  top. 
The  cathedral  and  the  wide,  sloping 
square  are  lovely  both  in  their 
proportions  and  dove-grey  colour¬ 
ing.  This  muted  background  sets 
off  the  cathedral's  proudest  posses¬ 
sion,  the  Fra  Lippo  Lippi  fresco  in 
the  presbytery,  a  brightly  coloured 
mini-series  of  the  life  of  die  Virgin. 

Spoleto's  other  delights  include 
its  cuisine,  which  we  sampled  in  the 
Trattoria  PancioUe  —  and  conclud¬ 
ed  that  although  Umbrian  cooking 
may  be  based  on  grilled  meat, 


particularly  lamb,  its  pleasures  do 
not  pall. 

The  supposed  beauty  spot  of  the 
Spoleto  district  is  the  Fountain  of 
Oitunno,  praised  by  Bryon  in 
Childe  Harold  and  painted  by 
Corot  Today  they  would  be  disap¬ 
pointed.  The  sweet  waters  of  the 
little  lake  are.  in  places,  stagnant 
and  Byron's  nymphs  replaced  by 
Flemish  schoolgirls  having  a  sty 
cigarette  among  the  rocks. 

We  made  aJJ  our  journeys  from 
our  base,  the  Casale  Satriano.  a 
converted  farm  building  outside 
Montefalco,  another  hill  town  gem 
on  the  eastern  side  of  Umbria. 
Nearby,  fields  surround  the  former 
second  home  of  the  bishops  of 
Spoleto.  Like  the  Tuscans,  the 


Umbrians  have  embraced  agri- 
turismo.  turning  bams  and.  out¬ 
houses  into  chic  apartments  with 
swimming  pools.  The  bishop’s 
house  no  longer  accommodates 
churchmen  —  it  was  sold  off  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  despite  a 
papal  edict  excommunicating  the  ; 
buyers  of  church  properties. 

Undeterred  by  this  thunderbolt, 
the  AntoneUi  family,  great-grand¬ 
children  of  the  original  purchaser, 
are  still  happily  installed  in  the 
house,  running  a  winery.  They  also 
press  olives  for  politically  correct, 
preservative-free  olive  oil. 

Montefalco  is  known  as  the 
balcony  of  Umbria,  because  from  it 
you  can  behold  the  beauties  of  the 
whole  area.  Gazing  at  the  green 


hills  below  is  as  much  effort  as  you 
can  muster  here.  At  no  time  of  the 
day  does  town  seems  anything  but 
sleepy:  a  perpetual  lunch  hour 
prevails.  Those  who  can  rouse 
themselves  can  tour  ’  the  San 
Francesco  church,  with  its.  frescoes 
by  the  Benozzo  GozzoU,  a  prolific 
Florentine  painter. 

This  brief,  but  beautiful  tour 
should  have  spurred  us  to  set  out  to 
see  the  infinite  glories  of  Assisi, 
with  its  frescoes  of  local  boy  made 
beatific.  St'  Francis.  But  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  connecting  train  timeta¬ 
bles  proved  too  much. 

AnneAshworth 

•  Theauthorrms  a  guest  qf Simply 
Tuscany  8  Umbria  '  .  . 
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North  America: 

USA  Coast  to  Coast  Trans  Canada  on  the  Canadian 
and  more.  S«  spectacular  scenery  from  the  comfort 
of  a  train,  firffy  inclusive  escorted  holidays  with 
sleepers  inducted  -  from  £1380 
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Travelling  by  car  to  our 
holiday.viUa  in  Italy," 
we  finally  arrived  at 
the  Mont: Blanc  tun¬ 
nel  .(a  bad  chbioj  m  high 
season,  as  we  soc«  “discov^ 
ered).  The  AJ.  the.  Autostrada : 
del  Sole,  then  look  us.down 
into  the  Lombardy  plain  and  . 
up  over  the  Appennines  to 
Florence;  an  hour  later  we 
were  nosing  down  a  woodland' 
track  to  discover  a  viHa  set  m 
the  hillside^  with  wxxte  -  be¬ 
hind  and  an  olive  grove  in. 
front,  halfway  between  Arezzo 
arid  Siena,  . 

There  are  few  things  more 
pleasant  than  string-  on  a  ■ 
shaded  patio  in  the  morning, 
drinking  one’s-  first  -cup  of 
coffee,  watching  the  cypresses 
emerging  from  the  mist  in  the 
valley,  while  the  sun  is  twin-. 
klirig  off  the  roofs,  spires  and 
domes  of  the  'little  fortified 
towns  r-  Uidgnano  and  More- 
te  San  Savino  —  that  trrawri 
Ae  hills  beyond.  • .  ‘ 

I  was  planning  the  days 
excursion:  an  denological  ex¬ 
pedition,  perhaps?  - To  rite 
south  is  Montcpuldano  with 
its  vino  nobibs:  another  hand¬ 
some  fortified  town,  with  a 
long  main  street '  winding 
steeply  up  from  the  narrow 
gate  to  die  splendid  Piazza 
Grande;  on  the  summit- or  ' 
Montalcino,  home  of  Italy* 
first  designer  wine,  the  presti¬ 
gious  brunello  —  picturesque 
even  by  the  standards  of  this 
region.  On  the  way  there,  we 
could  lunch  at  Bagno  Vigrioni 
and  admire  the  thermal  baths 
in  which  once  splashed  • 
(though  possibly  not  simulta?, 
neously)  St  Catherine  of Siena- 
and  Lorenzo  *e  Magnificent;  ■ 
To  the  west  is  the  Chianti 
region,  with  a  host  pf growers.' 
eager  to  demonstrate  .their 
wines,  grappas  _arid  olive  oil; 
and  to  rite  north,  on  the  lower  . 
slopes  of-  ’Montalbano,  •  the  . 
Carraignano  wine,  district, ; 
where  you  can  -lunch  in  the- 
horrie  of  Leonardo  da  Vincte 
maternal  gran&notoer./-;.  .  / 
A  more  cultural  jaunt  would ; 
begin  in  Siena  withlts  scallop 
shell  central  sqo^re^  the  Cam-; 
pa  possibly  the  riiost  beautiful 
public  space  in  Europe,  where-  ■ 
one  sips  a  . drink  and  looks, 
across  at  the  Bdvceritufy  Pa¬ 
lazzo  Pubhlico.  The  Balia  fljfe 
bare-backed  horse  race  round 
riie  square,  had  taken  place  a 
few  days  before,  buf  partisan^7 
of  the  winning  amtrada,-  dr- : 
city  ward,  were  still  exdtedjy 
parading  round  the  square  in 
fancy  dress,  boisterously  wav¬ 
ing  banners  bearing  the 
ward’s  device  of  a  green 
caterpillar,  and  singing  dyer 
and  over  again  theSrst  hncs  gf .. 
Jingle  Bells  —  a  strange 
choice,  given  the  season  and; 
the  place.  Above  the  square  6; 


r  The  reward  for  foUowers  of  Piero  della  Francesca  is  to  see  The  Resurrection  at  the  Museo  Crvko,  Sansepolcro 


the  cathedral,  with  its  striped 
black-and-white  marhle  -fa-. 
»de  like  sbihegigantic  hum¬ 
bug;  Inside,  -  Itnied  out  my. 
rusty  .  Larin,  on  the  story  of 
Pope;  Bus  IES.';Ufe  which 
acooDipanies  '  -  -RnriiricchioS 
frescoes  rn  .thd.:  PSccpkanhii - 
library,  and  discovered,  with 
some  surprise^  that  he  paid  a  . 
secret  visir  fd  Scotland  and 
England  in; 1435.  • ..  . 

feridtis  "wipe  and  food, 
art  was  the  magnet 
[  that  drew  us  to  Italy; ' 
but  visitp'rs  must  be- 
the  newly  discovered'. 

.  Stepdhal  syndrorae,.which  re¬ 
sults  from  incautiously  over-, 
dosing  cm  rnasterpieces-  and 
apparently  hospitalises  one  or 
two  northern  European  tour¬ 
ists;  mJFloirence  each  year.  -  . 

.  Mindful,  of- this  danger.  1 
urged  moderation  and  con* 
fitted;  myself ,  to  one  or  fwcj 
oarefiilly  chasm  pictures  at  a 


ware 


TUSCANY  FACT  FILE 


■The  Individual  Traveller’s  Company.  Bignor.  near 
Pulborough,  West  Sussex  RH20 1QD  (Italian  brochure  request 
line:  01798  86942k  reservations:  01798  869426)  offers  a  wide 
range  of  villas  throughout  Italy.  The  company  wifi  make 
travel  arrangements  and  tailormake  the  facilities  as  far  as 
possible  to  suit  individual  requirements.  The  author  stayed  in 
the  property  number  IT90.  Prices  for  a  party  of  up  to  four 
people  for  a  two-week  stay,  including  either  one  week's  car  hire 
(from  Florence  or  Pisa),  or  a  short  sea  crossing,  or  Le  Shuttle, 
are  from  £1,148  to  £1,548,  depending  mi  season. 

■  Reading:  The  Travel  Bookshop  (0171-229  5260)  recommends: 
Innocence  by  Penelope  Fitzgerald  (Flamingo,  E5.99,  ISBN  0 
006 54237  9).  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  House  of  Media  by 
Christopher  Hibbert  (Penguin.  E8.99,  ISBN  0 140  05090  6). 
Within  Tuscany  by  Matthew  Spender  (Penguin.  £7.99,  ISBN 
0 140 149201).  Tuscany  and  Umbria,  The  Rough  Guide 
:  (Rough  Guides,  £899".  ISBN  1 858  28091 5). 


tune,  with  long  periods  for 
-  recuperation  af  a  cafe  table  in 
.between;  my  companion, 
more  intrepid,  would  take  on 
entire  galleries  one  after 
another  with  no  noticeable  ill- 
effects.  1  particularly  liked  the 


'yi&w  . . 

Millennium 


inexpensive  tours  of  the  mountains,  lakes  &  cities  of  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe,  by  the  most  experienced  specialist  British  Tour  Operator. 


14th-century  portrait  of  Guid- 
oricrio  da  Fogliano  in  Siena’s 
Museo  Civico.  Wearing  a  bi- 
zarrely  patterned  outfit  which 
matches  that  of  his  horse,  a 
condottiere  rides  slowly 
across  a  barren  landscape 
between  two  medieval  towns. 
Formerly  ascribed  to  Simone 
Martini,  ii  is  now  thought  by 
some  to  be  a  16th-century  fake: 
the  American  art  historian 
who  first  suggested  this  was 
banned  from  the  museum  by 
the  city  council. 

Our  villa’s  position  was 
ideal  for  a  trip  along  what 
John  Mortimer  has  called  the 
Piero  della  Francesca  trail.  We 
began  in  the  church  of  San 
Francesco  in  Arezzo.  Here  are 
Piero's  frescoes  depicting  the 
Legend  of  the  True  Cross:  still 


being  restored,  they  are  not  too 
easy  to  see,  and  you  need  a 
handful  of  100  lira  pieces  to 
keep  the  spotlights  on. 

Then,  over  the  hills  to  the 
east  to  tiny  Monterehi.  In  the 
hall  opposite  the  cemetery 
chapel  the  same  artist's  Ma¬ 
donna  del  Pano  is  on  exhibi¬ 
tion.  together  with  pretty 
computer  graphics  depicting 
its  restoration.  On,  then,  a  few 
miles  to  Sansepolcro,  Piero's 
birthplace,  and  two  more  pic¬ 
tures:  the  Madonna  della 
MisericordJa  and  The  Resur¬ 
rection  which,  according  to 
Kenneth  Clark,  is  the  greatest 
picture  in  the  world. 

Immediately  after  San¬ 
sepolcro  we  crossed  into  the 
Marche:  stunning  views 
opened  on  either  side  as  we 
dim  bed  up  the  most  winding 
road  in  Italy  that  took  us  over 
the  Alps  of  the  Moon  and  on 
towards  Urbina  a  golden 
miniature  dty  perched  on  a 
hill,  with  a  staggeringly  beau¬ 
tiful  ducal  palace. 

We  went  to  the  gallery  on 
the  first  floor  of  the  palace  to 
pick  off  the  last  two  targets: 
Piero's  Madonna  of  Senigal- 
lia  and  his  more  mysterious 
and  uncanny  Flbgellation. 

Next  day  we  packed  and 
headed  heme. . .  mindful  of 
the  unseen  beauties  we  were 
leaving  behind. 

Tim  Binyon 

•  77ie  author  was  a  guest  of  The 
Individual  Tmwller's  Company 


and  the  secret  delights  of  Lake  Orta 

Where  Balzac  was 
swept  off  his  feet 


Lake  Orta  is  the  jewel  of 
Italy's  H  lakes,  the 
smallest  and  the  most 
northerly,  set  against  a  shim¬ 
mering  backdrop  of  hills  and 
Alpine  peaks.  It  is  also  Italy’s 
best-kept  seem,  with  only  a 
smattering  of  villages  and 
hotels  dotted  around  the 
waterfronL 

Most  Italians  are  Hard 
pushed  to  tell  you  where  it  is, 
although  it  covers  about  seven 
square  miles,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  occasional  motorboat 
transporting  the  few  tourists 
around  the  lake,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  tell  what  century 
you  were  in. 

The  abundant  scenery  is 
immediately  charming  but 
the  lake  s  mystery  and  attrac¬ 
tion  comes  from  the  Isola  di 
San  Giulia  the  tiny  island 
cast  adrift  in  the  centre  of  the 
water,  looking  like  a  ship 
poised  to  set  sail  to  shore. 

It  is  named  after  its 
founder.  Si  Julius,  who 
walked  across  the  lake  in  the 
4th  century  and  slew  a  few 
dragons  before  setting  up 
home  there.  Or  so  legend  has 
it.  His  body  can  be  seen  in  the 
sepulchre  of  the  splendid  but 
rather  sombre  church  which 
dominates  the  island. 

The  small  villages  on  the 
shore  all  seem  to  lean  towards 
this  centrepiece.  The  effect  is 
so  pretty  that  you  can  forgive 
the  changeable  mountain  cli¬ 
mate  which  can  mean  a  few 
overcast  and  rainy  days  in 
high  season.  Unlike  many 
holiday  places  which  adopt  a 
rather  sulky  air  in  the  rain,  the 
mountain  scenery  actually 
lends  itself  to  a  downpour. 

The  temptation  to  be  lan¬ 
guid  is  overwhelming,  bur 
there  is  plenty  to  do.  Water 
sports  are  abundant  and  there 
are  many  walks,  from  the 
gentle  to  the  difficult  From 
our  base  at  the  welcoming 
Hotel  Giardinetto,  set  on  the 
lake  in  Pettenasco  about  one 
mile  from  Orta,  we  explored 
the  nearby  villages  and 
walked  in  the  hills  behind 
them.  The  town  of  Orta  is  a 
vision  of  narrow,  medieval 
streets.  It's  said  that  Balzac 


was  so  taken  with  it  that  he 
proposed  to  his  girlfriend 
here:  the  central  square  facing 
the  island  has  a  wonderfully 
romantic  fecL  wasted  on  me 
and  my  female  companion. 

Above  the  town,  up  a  series 
of  winding  paths,  lies  a  mysti¬ 
cal  hilltop  plateau  scattered 
with  20  chapels  built  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  life  of  St  Fran¬ 
cis.  On  a  drizzling  day  these 
deserted  shrines,  filled  with 
friezes  and  statues  acting  out 
scenes  from  the  saint's  life, 
seemed  quite  sinister,  but  are 
powerful  in  their  effect. 

For  metropolitan  explorers. 
Turin  is  two  hours  away  on  a 
direct  train,  with  Milan  only 


Lake  Orta:  one  of  Italy’s 

best-kept  secret  resorts 

50  miles  distant  And  if  you 
want  to  try  a  different  lake, 
Orta's  big  sister  Maggiore  is 
only  minutes  away  by  car.  At 
the  resort  of  Stress,  on  Mag¬ 
giore,  about  half  an  hour’s 
drive  from  Orta,  palm  trees 
line  the  promenade  and  there 
is  a  grander,  more  cosmopoli¬ 
tan  feel. 

Tourism  has  a  more  obvi¬ 
ous  grip  here,  with  the  requi¬ 
site  shops  selling  leather 
goods  and  postcards,  but 
whether  you  indulge  or  ig¬ 
nore,  it  is  still  possible  to  lose 
yourself  in  history. 

On  the  lake,  the  three 
Borromean  islands  are  an 
easy  and  cheap  day  trip.  They 


nestle  close  together  but  all 
boast  different  characters. 
Isola  dei  Pescatori  (fisher¬ 
men's  island)  is  a  tiny,  work¬ 
ing  fishing  village  with  nets 
draped  over  the  railings  of  the 
stone  houses  and  boats  lined 
up  against  one  shore.  Nearby, 
the  Isola  Bella  is  entirely  taken 
up  by  its  grand  17th-century 
palace  and  gardens,  while  the 
Isola  Mad  re  is  a  floating 
botanical  garden  of  rare 
plants  and  exotic  flowers. 

A  cable  car  to  the  summit 
of  M  oita  rone,  which 
lowers  behind  the 
town,  affords  spectacular 
views.  On  a  clear  day  you  can 
apparently  see  the  tower  uf  the 
Duoma  in  Milan:  sadly,  we 
had  to  peer  through  clouds. 

At  lake  level,  a  few  happy 
hours  were  spent  at  the  entic¬ 
ingly  quirk)-  museum  of  um¬ 
brellas  and  parasols  just 
outside  Stresa.  which  plays 
host  to  umbrellas  from  all 
ages,  as  well  as  the  tools  used 
to  make  and  repair  ihem. 

Many  tourists  come  to  Stre¬ 
ss  and  then  spend  most  of 
their  time  leaving  it  again, 
seating  mountains,  visiting 
other  lakes,  even  embarking 
on  day  trips  to  Switzerland'. 
But  this  does  it  a  disservice. 

Stresa  has  a  more  hearty 
daytime  feel  than  a  resort 
which  twinkles  into  the  small 
hours.  But  with  a  gin  and 
tonic,  a  veranda  and  a  harmo¬ 
nious  view,  why  go  anywhere 
else  at  all. . . 

Kathryn  Knight 

•  The  author  mu  j  gUL*s7  of 
Inghants  Lakes  and  Mountains 
(0  IS 1-780 4444).  which  offers  one 
week's  half-hoard  at  the  Hotel 
Giardinetto.  with  flights  from 
Gatwick.  Manchester.  Heathrow 
ami  Birmingham  to  Milan  from 
£401.  A  weeks  half-board  at  the 
four-star  Hotel  Astoria  in  Stresa 
starts  from  £458. 

•  Reading:  The  Travel  Bookshop 
(0171-229  5360}  recommends: 
Cadngan  Guide  Lombardy,  Milan 
and  the  Italian  Lakes  t£  12.99. 
ISBN  0947  754b  SI. 
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Our  1997  programme  of  7 ,  8.  10,  14  a  15  clay  tours  by  coach  S  air  includes: 


HUNGARY 


POLAND 

CZECH 

REPUBLIC 


ORIANA. 

The  ship. 

This  May  Bank  Holiday,  picture  yourself  aboard  Britain's  newest  and  Finest 
superliner,  Oriana.  Enjoying  sumptuous  restaurants,  cosy  bars,  a  beauty  salon  and 
spa,  three  pools.  Even  a  West  End -style  theatre. 

The  cruise  itself  is  a  5-day  break  that  takes  in  La  Coruna  in  Northern  Spain  and 
die  historic  French  ports  of  La  Pall/ee  and  Brest. 

And  it’s  a  rare  opportunity  to  be  able  to  sample  Oriana  for  as  little  as  £495- 

She  sails  on  May  3rd.  so  don't  wait  around.  See  your  travel  agent,  send  off  the 
coupon  or  ring  0990  72.6  726  now,  quoting  ref.  no.  0*03 


from  £495- 

The  snip. 

I 

For  a  brochure,  post  to  P&iO  Cruises  Brochure  Services.  100  Victoria.  Bristol  bsi  31*.  j 


We’ie  git  llBilei  seat s  si  bill  111 11  Bill  745  5000  ir 


040  2000  far  callers  ntside  Loirin  [or  intact  yiar  Travel  Ageit] 


r.  a  V  A  :  1  A  3  !  L  :  'T  :  C  ;  A  E  ’  U  ri  ;  S  •  ■!'  c  - 
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WEEKEND  •  SATURDAY  JANUARY-  4  1997 


Italy:  The  little-known  city  of  Bergamo  contains  a  satisfying  mix  of  Renaissance  history  and  delightful  people 


Dedicated  to 
sticky  buns 


PICTURES 


You  have  to  doubt  a 
city's  self-confidence 
when  it  describes  it¬ 
self  in  relation  to 
somewhere  else;  Venetians  do 
not  claim  to  inhabit  the  Bruges 
gf  the  Adriatic,  nor  do  Athen¬ 
ians  boast  of  their  city  as  the 
Edinburgh  of  the  eastern 
Mediterranean.  Bergamo, 
known  as  the  Siena  of  the 
North,  need  not  be  so  diffident 
however;  it  is  a  real  find,  a 
delight  in  its  own  right. 

-  There  is  a  Tuscan  feel,  with 
the  old  city  perched  on  a  crag, 
surrounded  by  loth-century 
walls,  narrow,  traffic-free 
streets  paved  with  chevron 
cobbles,  and  the  white  stumps 
gf  San  Gimignano-style 
towers.  There  is  no  breath¬ 
taking  Piazza  del  Campo  but 
there  is  a  proud  central 
square,  a  satisfying  mix  of 
medieval  and  Renaissance 
buildings  with  architectural 
references  to  the  city’s  period 
under  the  sway  of  Venice. 

:  Nearby  is  a  jewel  that 
Venice,  or  Siena  for  that 
matter,  would  give  its  eye¬ 
teeth  for.  The  chapel  housing 
the  remains  of  the  great  Vene¬ 
tian  mercenary  Colleoni.  who 
was  bom  in  Bergamo,  lies  just 
off  the  Piazza  Vecchia.  The 
sarcophagus  is  a  miracle  of 
bas-relief:  it  is  supported  on 
four  marble  pillars,  with  a  sort 
of  kennel  at  the  base  of  each, 
all  four  housing  a  sculpted 
hound  —  or  maybe  a  minia¬ 
ture  lion,  because  the  Vene¬ 
tians,  for  ail  their  devotion  to 


Como 


Monza  • 


Milan.'- 


to  miies 


compfetefy  different 

weekend 

Sreak 


f1 


wro/n  on 


Winter  in  Amsterdam  -  canals , 
culture,  cobbled  streets ,  ran-  cafes 
and  much  closer  than  you  think. 
A  unique  dty  with  a  relaxed 
atmosphere  that’s  vibrant, 
friendly  and  easy  going. 


And  now  you  can  lake  a  self-drite 
short  break  winter  weekend 
including  accommodation  with 
Thomson  CityBrcaks  in 
conjunction  with  LE  SHUTTLE. 
from  only  £49.  (You  rani  get 
more  east  going  than  that!) 


THE 

ANSWER 

IS 


lla*vA- 


Thomson 

c4ll  City  Breaks 
0171  200  8703 

Or,  S  =  £  V  OJ  >  .  O  C  A-;,  “RAVE  _  AGEVT 


Prtca  bated  oti  *  m  a  car  n  twin  room  In  a  IT  bated  far  I  rogfrt  on  a  bed  arid  treakfecr  beat 
from  t6  hkireirhu-  IV 96  -  28  February  IW  ASW  V5I24 


St  Mark,  sometimes  had  a 
rather  approximate  view  of 
big  cat  anatomy.  Dogs  or 
lions,  one  of  them  is  overcome 
by  the  death  of  its  master  and 
howls,  its  head  upturned,  in 
stony  misery.  The  other  three 
look  towards  their  brother 
with  expressions  of  pity  and 
concern.  Nearby  is  the  more 
modest  tomb  of  Colleoni 
favourite  daughter.  Medea. 
The  Chapel  (in  contrast  to  the 
heavy  Duomo  next  door)  is 
breathtaking  in  its  artistry  and 
pathos.  <t  was  early  spring 
and  l  had  it  all  to  myself. 

Bergamo  was  the  birthplace 
of  Donizetti  and  the  much- 
lcrved  Pope  John  XXIII,  and 
the  city  deserves  a  medal  for 
gastronomic  heroism  for  its 
local  speciality  —  polenta 
mragna.  a  way  of  dealing  with 
that  runt  of  the  starch  family 
which  makes  it  palatable. 

Bergamo  is  also  a  dty 
dedicated  to  sticky  buns,  with 
an  Ausnian-iike  supply  of 


posticcerie  and  cafes.  Fish  is 
surprisingly  plentiful  (there  is 
a  large  inland  fish  market), 
and  the  Tavema  dei  Colleoni 
in  the  main  square  features  it 
in  a  good  fixed -price  menu  for 
50,000  lire  (£20).  I  preferred 
the  Antica  Hosteria  del  Vino 
Buonot  the  best  of  the  upper 
town's  simple  restaurants,  and 
found  its  25,000  lire  lunch 
menu  excellent  value;  local 
ravioli,  lamb  and  one  of  its 
four  fruit  tarts  (although  if  you 
are  indecisive  and  winsome 
enough  they  will  bring  you  a 
bit  of  each)  and  a  half-carafe  of 
the  eponymous  good  wine. 

My  primary  reason  for 
going  to  Bergamo  sprang 
from  a  Venetian  experience; 
seeing  a  sublime  Madonna 
and  Child  in  the  Museo  COrrer 
by  Lorenzo  Lotto,  the  prindpal 
exponent  of  the  Bergamo 
school.  Lotto's  portraits  are 
deeply  and  delicately  psycho¬ 
logical.  and  Bergamo  has  at 
least  four  breathtaking  altar- 
pieces,  mainly  in  the  lower 
town  in  a  series  of  churches 
along  the  Via  Ptgnolo. 

The  Accademia  Carra¬ 
ra  also  contains  some 
sublime  Lottos  —  as 
well  as  Bellinis,  Ra¬ 
phaels.  and  works  by  Cara¬ 
vaggio  and  Piero  della 
Francesca  —  which  make  it 
one  of  the  finest  galleries 
outside  Florence.  Venice  or 
Rome,  and  the  emptiest 
Bergamo  is  two  does,  the 
historic  upper  town  linked  to 
lower  Bergamo  by  the  funicu¬ 
lar  railway,  served  by  regular 
and  effident  buses,  its  daz¬ 
zling  churches  apart  the  lower 
town  is  a  pleasant  but  unre¬ 
markable  example  of  the  post- 
Risorgimento  era,  sturdily 
civic,  with  its  inevitable  Via 
Garibaldi.  Verdi  and  Mazzini. 
Apart  from  some  spectacular 
temples  to  gluttony  among  the 
food  shops  in  the  central 
shopping  area,  the  prindpal 
delights  are  in  the  alta  atta. 
The  upper  town  is  not  particu¬ 
larly  well  served  with  hotds: 
the  Agnello  d’Oro.  with  20 
rooms,  has  character  and  is 
well  situated,  close  to  the 
Piazza  Vecchia.  with  rooms 
which  are  simple,  if  a  touch 
charmless  and  noisy.  But  at 
100.000  lire  for  a  double,  it  is  a 
third  of  the  price  of  the  five- 
star  Excelsior  San  Marco,  a 
modem  hotel  in  the  lower 
town,  dose  to  the  funicular. 

Trains  run  fairly  regularly 
between  Bergamo  and  Milan, 
an  hour  or  so  away.  It  was  a 
mistake  to  hire  a  car.  since  it  is 
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A  wonderful  chapel  houses  the  remains  of  Colleoni,  who  was  bom  in  Bergamo  and  became  a  great  Venetian  mercenary 


virtually  impossible  to  park 
inside  the  old  dty.  Mercifully, 
l  could  not  get  it  to  start  on  the 
second  day  and  it  reverted  to 
the  responsibility  of  Thrifty 
Car  Rental. 

Another  of  the  advantages 
of  not  being  Siena  is  that 
Bergamo,  being  comparative¬ 
ly  under- visited,  is  quite  re¬ 
markably  hospitable  and 
friendly.  At  midnight  when  1 
arrived,  desperately  delayed 
by  a  strike  of  airport  firemen 
and  unaware  of  Old  Berga¬ 


mo's  antipathy  to  motor  vehi¬ 
cles,  l  found  myself  hopelessly 
lost.  At  a  traffic  light  a  young 
man  recognised  my  plight  and 
told  me  to  follow  him  —  a 
detour  of  20. minutes  which  he 
seemed  happy  to  undertake, 
telling  me  he  would  soon  be 
visiting  Oxford  and  was  sure 
the  local  inhabitants  would  be 
just  as  pleased  to  help  a 
similarly  struggling  visitor. 

Again,  leaving  the  Accad¬ 
emia  Carrara,  I  was  escorted 
the  mile  or  so  by  foot  to  a 


church  to  which  I  had  asked 
directions.  At  San  Bartolomeo, 
as  I  was  reading  my  guide¬ 
book.  I  felt  a  touch  on  my 
shoulder:  the  priest  asked  if  I 
would  like  to  know  more 
about  the  prized  altarpiece. 
The  ensuing  lecture  on  the 
political,  moral,  allegorical 
and  artistic  aspects  of  the 
painting  was  delivered  with 
humour,  perception  and  toler- 
ance  whenever  my  grasp  on 
his  Italian  faltered. 

At  San  Bernardino.  100 


years  further  down  the  road 
with  a  ravishing  peliucid  Vir¬ 
gin  and  Child  enthroned  with 
the  requiste  crew  of  cherubim 
and  saints,  art  evening  epiph- 
any  service  was  beginning  and 
I  was  pressed  to  join  in. 
Despite  explaining  my  Protes¬ 
tant,  if  not  occasionally  pagan, 
principles  ,1.  was  cheerfully 
recruited  to  the  ceremony, 
which  involved  processing 
round  the  tiny  church  with 
lighted  candles. 

Ai  the  Hosteria  del  Vino 


FACT  FILE 


■  The  author  booked 

through  CIS,  220  Kensington 
High  Street,  London  W8  7RG 
(0171-937  3366).  Return  flights 
from  Heathrow  to  .Milan  cost 
£94  pi  us  £11.50  airport  tax. 
The  Italian  Right  Centre 
(0800 129129)  has  flights  from 
£123  return. 

■  Where  to  stay:  the  Hold 
Agnello  d’Oro  (035  249883)  in 
tbe  old  town.  Via  Gombito22. 
has  double  rooms  for  i 00,000 

lire  (£405  per  night  The 
Excelsior  San  Marco  (035 
366111)  in  the  lower  town  is 
to  301,000 lire  (£120).  \ 

■  Car  hire  arranged  at  the 
airport  from  78,000  lire '  -  > 
(£31.20)  per  day,  including . .  ' 
insurance,  plus  VAT; 

■  Single  train  fere  Milan-  . . 
Bergamo  costs  5,000  fire  (£25- 
Funicniars  and  buses  are  !•.’ 
about  L700  lire  per  fripL  , 

■  Entrance  to  Accademia. 

Carrara  is  8.000  lire  (E&2Q£  ! 
■Lunch  at  Antica  Hosteria  dd. 
Vino  Buono,  Piazza  dd  . 
Mercato  de  Scarpe.  is-25,000- 
lire  (£10).  Dinner  at  Milan's  □  . 
Cestino  is  about  60.000  fire - 
per  person  (£24).  : 

■  Airport  bus  from  Milan  is 
4300 lire (£1.80).  ; A;  :■ 

■  Reading:  The  Travd 
Bookshop  (0171-229  5260)  ,  !  ’ . 

recommends:  Italian  - 
Journeys  by  Jonathan  Keates 
(Pan,  £6.99.  ISBN  0330  32465 
95 .Blue  Guide:  Ndrthetn_\ 
Italy  by  Afta  Macadam 
(A&CBlack.  D4.99.1SBN0. 
713  63276  3).  Lombardy,  •  . 
Milan  and  the  Italian  Lakes 
fay  Dana  Facaros  and 
Michael  Pauls  (Cadogan,. 
£12.99.  ISBN  0  947  75476  S). 


Buono.  they  gave  metfmner  at 
the  lunch-time  discount 
because  they  were  pleased! 
had  come  bade  It  is  a.  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  damage  that 
mass  travel  has  done  to  man¬ 
ners  that-  one  should,  be 
touched  by.  courtesies  such  as 
this;  but  if  I  were  running  the 
Bergamo,  tourist  board '  1 
would  definitely  promote  die 
dys  extraordinary  generosity 
ofspirit- 

’  J  had  set  off  to  Bergamo  safe 
in  the  knowledge  that  if  it 
tumed  .oui  to  be  dull,  I.  could 
easily  nip  back  to  Milan.  In 
the  end,  1  found  it  hard  to 
leave,  only  heading  back  to 
Milan  in  the  evening  to  catch 
the  next  morning’s  early  flight 
There  was  time  to  gaze  at  the 
majestic  confectionery  of  Mi¬ 
lan's  Duomo,  before  asking 
the  hotel  concierge  where  was 
fun  to  eat  No  fan  in  Milan;  he 
replied  glumly:  “ 'Milano  — 
dttd  di  lavbro,  favoro.”  I  ate 
decently  enough  at  II  Cestmo. 
round  die  aimer  from  La 
Scala.  but  while  Bergamo  had 
taken  care  of  the  solitary 
traveller,  Milan,  like  any  big 
dty;  leaves  die  stranger  alone. 

David  Jessel 


WORD-HATCHING 


Answers  from  page  23 

NEFANDOUS 
(b)  Not  m  be  spoken  of, 
unmentionable,  abominable, 
atrodous.  From  the  Latin  ne- 
not  +fdndus  to  be  spoken,  the 
gerundive  of  fan  to  speak. 
Thai  spirit  of  nefandous  un- 


TURKEY 

Uncompromisingly 

Savilised 

SSxdtuive  hotels.  ■ciOtts 
’  ZBrtb  pools, 
aSr-*»rsJitiemed  mm- 
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SENILE 


piety  with  which  it  was  carried 
on  by  the  Monastic  Orders.” 
PERFLATE 

lb)  To  blow  through  or  venti¬ 
late.  From  the  Latin  perflate  to 
blow  through.  The  Soldier's 
Friend,  179&  The  canvas 
should  be  drawn  up  every  day. 
the  straw  wel)  shaken,  and 
perflated  by  the  wind." 

NEOMENIA 

(c)  In  Greek  and  Jewish  antiq¬ 
uity  the  rime  of  the  new  moon, 
the  beginning  of  the  lunar 
month.  Also,  the  festival  held 
at  that  time.  From  the  Greek 
neos  new'  +  mens  the  moon. 
The  Battle  of  Megiddo. 
fought  in  the  neomenia  of  that 
month." 

PLATINA 

(a)  The  earlier  name  of  plati¬ 
num.  The  diminutive  of  the 
Spanish  plara  silver.  Philo¬ 
sophical  Transactions,  1754: 
"The  substance  brought  into 
England  under  the  name  oF 
platina  appears  a  mixture  of 
dissimilar  particles." 


A  Special  Announcement 

7  NIGHTS  IN  CUBA  FROM  £395.00 


Commencing  in  December  we  shall  be  inau¬ 
gurating  a  new  service  with  Monarch  Airlines 
between  London Gatwick and  Varadero  in  Cuba. 
From  January  we  an:  making  ava  liable  20  seats 
perflightonafirst-rcserved  first-assigned  basis 
tor  a  7  or  14-mghtarongiem<nt 
Essentially  the  arrangement  is  for  those  who 
would  prefer  an  unstructured  programme  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  convenient  flights,  ho- 
telsand  local  representation.  Locally  ourrepre- 
sentatives  are  on  hand  to  assist  with  any  visits 
around  the  sights  and/or  car  hire. 

In  addition  we  are  also  able  to  offer  a  combina¬ 
tion  ai  7nighls  in  Costa  Rica  followed  byVnights 
on  the  island  of  Cuba. 

THE  HOTEL  PRESIDENTS  Havana 
The  3-star  Hotel  President?  has  recently  been 
refurbished  but  has  retained  its  Spanish  facade 
and  interiors.  There  are  124  rooms  all  of  which 
have  private  bathroom  and  air-conditioning. 
The  public  facilities  include  a  restaurant  bar. 
outside  terrace  and  swimming  pool. 


or  14  nights  from  just  £595.00 


7  nighlsHavana£395 ( 14  nights  £595) 
Single  suppl  £95  (1  week}  or  £190  (2  weeks) 
Easter  suppiement'155  per  person 

Costa  Rica  &  Cuba  Combination 

7  nights  San  Jos^ +7ni^its  Havana-  . 
from £750 per  person 

Prtct  Inchttk*:  trinsportaUon  throughout,  nxwn  only  ac- 
OMimodiCMn  forZor  MnigfKsri  U*e  hotel.  sttvKewaf  tocsl 
ip'reMnabon.NBllDdadMttnwl  insurance,  airporttaao. 
malorCuba.ni  tab.  tippeng. 

PiUxa  on  sained  to  ctaotfi.  Afl  booMoft  an  accepted 
(^KUtoarCooMomorBoolc^ 

0171^61610 bo 
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DEPARTURE  DATES  &  PRICES 

1997  Thursdays  -  per  person  in  a  twin 
January 9. 16. 23, 30  -  February  6. 13, 20, 27 
March  6. 13.20. 2F- April  3, 10.17.24 
May  1.8. 15.22,29 


VOYAGES  JULES  VERNE 
2 )  Dorset  Square,  london  NW 1 

TiwdVrwniUDnllM.  Am  V1K]  ATOLSSffl 
Internet  htUR/Arww.yjvxoaik  '  ' 

Our  off^w  are  open /lit  tdenhonere*er«Uon»««efcIa» . 

Wofltm  affliS  v*tl«nd*9am  U.5pm-  For^SS 
caflen.iwoffk»hMi»«rrBarntaSprnwuk(t^«h}j>. 
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Call  now  m-  tee  ynnr  trawl  agrnr  A)1  fares  liaed  m  return  from  London.  AH  feres  may  be  subject  to  limited  avaflabilny  and  carol  periods.  Passenger  axes  excluded. 
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Britain:  Weekend  breaks  with  a  difference,  from  spiritual  renewal  to  creative  ways  with  corpses 


A  tribute  to  the 
taxidermist 


■‘m  \  \  i: 


v  * 


Every  holidaymaker 
knows  the  story:  the 
hard-earned  breakto 
recharge  one*  spiri¬ 
tual  batteries  by  “getting  away. 
from  it  all"  ends  in  nervous 
exhaustion  inducxd  by  airport 
delays,  noisy  hotels,  miffing 
tourists  and  cutnoe^yulturing 
around  must-see  museum. 

So  how  .  do  you  get  away 
from  the  stresses  of  modem 
life,  short  of  lodang  yoursdf  in 
the  attic  with  a"  vacuum  flask 
and  a  week’s  supply  of  sand¬ 
wiches?  One  inexeaimglypop- 
ular  answer'  Is  lo  go  away 
“within  yourself*  amid:  mare 
conducive  suroundings  —  at  a 
spiritual  retreat  .  - 
There  are  about.200  places 
quietly  holding  retreats  in 
Britain,  based  an.  a  range  of 
beliefs  from  Anglican  through 
to  Jesuit  Buddhist.  New  Age 
and  North  American  Indian.- 
All  share  the  aim  of  enabling1 
people  to  find  inner  peace  and  . 
spiritual  renewal  and  they 
receive  a  wide  variety  of. 
visitors,  from  committed  prac 
titioners  to  businessmen  seek¬ 
ing  answers  to  Bfe.  = 

Before  we  start  chipping, 
away  at  the  meanmg  of  life;  . 
however,  a  couple  °f  more 
pressing  questions  present - 


'  ftotnsrfves.;;  Can  you  attain 
%ner  peace' without  shaving 
your  head  and  doing  Rung  Fu 
on  bad  guys?.  And,  perhaps 
'more  important  m  these  secu¬ 
lar  tones,  can  you  seek  "spiri- 
tosd  renerwalT'-without  having 
to  sign  op  to  a  creed  or  cult? 

Tp  find  out  I  -visited  one  of 
die  least  doctrinal  retreats  on 
offer  Gaia  House;  a  former 
.  Abakan  convent:  in  tranquil 
Dwoo  hflls  near  Newton  Ab¬ 
bot  The.  Gaia  House  ooto- 
muruty  recently  moved  into 
theifitbeenttiiy  conventfrom 
its  old  cramped  quarters  doom 
the -road.  The  num  lived  In: 
remarkably  basic  conditions, 
which  die  new  occupants  have 

dobseUy-'  based  cat.  Buddhist 
medftalioa  practices*  Gaia 
House  is  ikm-daipsnfriabcmal 
ChristopherTittnuss,  afbrmer 
ileet  ‘  Street  -journalist  and 
Buddhist  monk  who  is  one  of 
"the  retreaifs.  feeders,  says  it 
attenpts  to  “Jre©  the  spiritual 
frOTaT^i^ous  overtones  -*■  to. 
touch:  the  'deep  spiritual  parts 
within  the  human  being  to  see 
how  it  applies  to- daily  life-, 
the  corram  unity  is  sSent,  and 
its  observe  a  bmeta- 
of  meditabon,  meals  and 


household  tasks.  These  are 
the  polar  opposite  to  the  dcang- 
doing,  busy-busy  life  we  lead 
in  the  1990s,”  Mr  Titmuss 
says.  They  are  a  chance  to 
reflect  co  where  we  are  and 
where  we-are  going," 
Swapping  late-20di-century 
chaos  for  monastic  austerity 
requires  the  mental  equivalent 
of  a  handbrake  turn.  The 
silence  of  the  four-day  retreat 
feds  daunting;  at  first;  like 
bursting  into  a  wholefood 
remake  erf  The  Prisoner. 

f  found  Gaia  House  peopled 
by  everyday-looking  types 
walking  the  flagstooed  corri¬ 
dors  with  wordless  purpose. 
How  did  they,  know  what  to 
do?  The  temptation  to  drag 
one  of  them  off  to  a  side  room 
fora  sharply-whispered  inter¬ 
rogation-  mounted  steadily. 
Fortunately  for  peace  and 
harinoqy,  one  of  Gaia’s  frien¬ 
dly  managers  shepherded  me 
to  the  admin  office,  where 
talking  is  permitted,  and  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  trick  was  to 
read  theday’s  programme  cm 
the  notioeboaid.  along  with 
instructions  about  food,  wash¬ 
ing-up  and  housekeeping  that 
are  posted  around.  My  group 
was,  according  to  Mr  Titmuss. 
typically  disparate,  and  in¬ 


cluded  city  workers  and  com¬ 
puter  experts,  a  sportsman,  an 
aid-worker  and  several  visi¬ 
tors  from  overseas. 

The  very  fed  of  being  in  a 
group  is  changed  fundamen¬ 
tally  by  the  regime  of  silence. 
Even  for  die  most  habitual 
chatterer,  it  makes  a  welcome 
release  from  the  usual  group 
work  chores  of  engaging  in 
transitory  friendships,  rival¬ 
ries,  small-talk  and  di query.  It 
is  also  remarkable  how  quick¬ 
ly  one  learns  to  live  without 
words  and  to  communicate  in 
other,  subtle  ways. 

The  days  begin  and 
end  at  suitably  spiri¬ 
tual  hours:  630am  to 
10pm.  First,  partici¬ 
pants  are  encouraged  to  exer¬ 
cise.  be  it  yoga,  tai  chi  or,  my 
preferred  option,  a  walk 
through  the  grounds.  Then 
you  join  a  meditation  session 
for  45  minutes  in  the  former 
convent  chapel,  decorated 
with  beautiful  simplicity  and 
adorned  with  flowers. 

The  meditation  method  is 
taught  on  the  first  day:  you  sit 
upright  preferably  with  legs 
crossed,  and  focus  on  your 
breathing.  The  meditations 
aim  to  take»your  mind  away 


from  everyday  fixations,  fanta¬ 
sies.  worries  and  daydreams. 
Certainly,  they  instil  an  other¬ 
worldly  awareness  of  self  — 
some  kind  of  timeless  sense  of 
peace.  I  confess,  however,  to 
being  no  stong  candidate  for 
lamahood:  it  occurred  to  me 
during  an  early  session,  for 
example,  that  the  retreat 
would  make  the  ideal  setting 
for  a  murder  mysteiy. 

The  day’s  agenda  also  in¬ 
cludes  an  hour’s  work  around 
the  house,  performing  chores 
such  as  cleaning  and  cookery. 
This  helps  the  retreat  com¬ 
munity  keep  its  church-mouse 
budget  balanced;  many  staff 
are  voluntary  or  nominally 
paid.  My  job  was  to  swab 
down  the  eating  areas  and 
sweep  the  stairways  and  pas¬ 
sages  —  sweep,  mind,  no 
vacuum  cleaners  here.  The 
silence  presented  a  small  prob¬ 
lem  when  a  fellow  retreatant 
derided  to  tramp  across  my 
freshly-mopped  linoleum.  De¬ 
veloping  a  look  that  speaks 
unpublishable  volumes  is  per¬ 
haps  erne  of  the  least  positive 
results  of  my  stay. 

But  positive  results  there 
indeed  are  as  the  days  contin¬ 
ue,  with  each  silent  session, 
each  silent  meal  and  medita¬ 


tion  taking  us  another  step 
away  from  the  Tempera]  cares 
of  everyday  life  and  deeper 
into  ourselves. 

For  those  seeking  such  a 
profound  level  of  inner  experi¬ 
ence.  it  undoubtedly  works,  as 
it  has  for  religious  communi¬ 
ties  since  time  immemorial.  I 
was  looking,  on  a  more  simple 
level,  for  sanctuary  from  the 
urge  to  rush  around  achieving 
—  and  l  found  it  there. 

Certainly,  it  is  not  for  every¬ 
one;  but  as  we  approach  the 
Millennium  and  a  much-her¬ 
alded  spiritual  revival,  it  may 
become  more  commonplace  to 
answer  the  question  “Where 
did  you  go  on  your  holidays?” 
by  saying  “Oh,  I  spent  a  few 
days  exploring  me." 

John  Naish 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of  Gaia 
House  in  Newton  Abbot.  Devon 
(01626  333613).  Il  offers  a  variety  of 
group  and  individual  retreats;  the 
standard  cost  is  £20 per  night. 

•  More  than  300 retreats  in 
Britain  and  Europe  are 

listed  in  The  Good  Retreat  Guide 
by  Stafford  Whiteaker  (Rider 
imprint  of  Random  House. 

£12.99). 
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I  was-  in  nay  best  frock  in  a 
grand  dining  room.  There 
was  condensation  on  the  glass 
of  Chablis  and!  was  about  to  start 
pn  a  haddock  and  asparagus 
tartlet  TBe  woman  on  my  right 
streamed  and  .  slumped  into  her 
plate.  She  was  dead:  poison  we 
later'  discovered.  Instant  commo¬ 
tion ,  -evetyone  running  every¬ 
where  —  everyone  except  me  that 
ts.  1  was  rooted  to  the  spot  Never 
mind  her.  what  about  my  dinner? 

'  It  seemed  callous  to  tuck  is  as  she 
was  being  carried  out,  feet  first 
.  During  the  next  18-odd  hours  of 
-  this  Murder  Weekend  fand  many 
wfre  very  odd  indeed)  wc  gradual¬ 
ly  became  used  to  people  popping 
tbrir  dogs,  .buying  the  form. 

:  shuffling  off  thdr  whatever.  -  - 
The  plot  is  intricate  hutthe  baric 
scenario  is  this:  a  group  of  actors' 
-aflcoimnriagactoriy'itmuftbe 
-  pose  as  members  of  a_ 
‘  wealthy  but  unconventional  fam¬ 
ily -'who’  don't '  tike  each  other.  • 
Consequently,  they,  are  disposed 


Murder  most  pleasant 


of  in  tuna  and  we  have  to  work  out 
why.  like  the  actors,  most  people 
on  murder  weekends  are  rather 
out  of  the  ordinary.  On  the  first 
night  we  were  invited  to  a  Funny 
Hat  Contest  “Great  hat”  1  said  to 
a  man  with  a  large  propeller  on 
his  head.  “What  hat?”  he  said,  his 
eyes  bulging.  The  winner  wore  a 
pink  topper  three  feet  across. 

We  soon  divided  into  two 
camps:  the  bon-viveurs,  for  whom 
the  evening  became  a  kind  of 
Alcoholics  Hieronymous,  and  the 
purists  who  had  been  six  times 
and  took  tilings  terribly  seriously, 
scuffling  after  anyone  they  sus¬ 
pected  and  hiding  behind  curtains 
in  empty  rooms.  Some,  brought 
video  cameras  and  heartlessly 
took  pictures  as  people  silk!  to  the. 
floor,  clutching  thrir  chests.  I  hope 
they  never  invite  me  round  tor 
dinner  and' a  fflm  show.  1  offered 


to  boy  the  “chief  inspector”  a 
drink.  “Not  while  I’m  on  duty, 
thank  you, “  he  said  reprovingly.  A 
group  of  real  detectives  who  went 
along  solved  the  murders  in  15 
minutes,  which  1  found  strangely 
reassuring. 

We  missed  breakfast  on  Satur¬ 
day  but  turned  up  for  lunch  to  find 
fellow  sleuths  boot-faced.  “Oh 
there  you  are.  You’ll  never  solve  it 
if  you  don’t  keep  up." 

Murder  Weekend  hotels  all 
have  that  old-England  Agatha 
Christie  fed  to  them:  splendid 
nosh,  lots  of  chintz,  afternoon  tea, 
poison  cupboards,  that  sort  of 
thing.  Our  room  at  the  Whately 
Hall  in  Banbury  even  had  a 
priest’s  hole.  We  found  ourselves 
wondering  if  that  was  where  the 
culprit  had  lurked.  After  a  few 
hoars  people  eyed  their  compan¬ 
ions  askance.  Would  he  be  next? 


Could  it  be  her?  Drink  does 
terrible  things  to  the  imagination. 
Sunday  dawned.  It  was  like 
taking  A  levels.  The  sinking 
feeling  when  you  turned  over  the 
question  paper  flooded  bade  It 
said:  “Who  was  responsible  for 
the  murders  and  why?”  One  man. 
who  had  enjoyed  the  odd  tipple, 
wrote  “What  murders?". 

1  must  admit,  )  was  totally 
baffled  but  enjoyed  myself  never¬ 
theless:  It’s  also  an  inexpensive 
weekend,  if  you  consider  the  hotel 
and  the  quality  of  the  food  —  two 
sumptuous  dinners,  two  break¬ 
fasts  and  a  splendid  lunch. 

The  sudden  deaths  you  get  used 
to.  When  the  last  victim  slumped 
into  her  main  course  !  stole  her 
warm  bread  roll.  WeU,  she 
wouldn’t  be  needing  it,  would  she? 

Mary  Gold 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of 
TrustHouse  Forte.  Murder  Weekends 
cost  from  £ 185  to  £210  depending  on 
the  hotel  Details  on  034S5435S5. 


"  A  nd  now  for  the  most 
/\  gruesome  bit.”  said 

J  A.  Adrian  Usher,  care¬ 
fully  scraping  the  brains  out 
onto  a  tissue.  Next  it  was  time 
to  pierce  the  eyes.  “Stand  hade 
or  they  might  spray  you." 
They  got  him  instead. 

Taxidermy  (Greek  taxis,  an- 
rangement,  derma,  skin)  is 
certainly  not  for  the  squea¬ 
mish.  and  may  not  be  ideal  to 
read  about  over  breakfast.  But 
if  you  don’t  mind  getting  your 
hands  dirty  while  learning  a 
traditional  craft,  it  could  be 
the  tiling  for  you. 

Mr  Usher  is  one  of  Britain's 
few  full-time  taxidermists.  His 
tiny  workshop  on  the 
Norfolk /Suffolk  border  is 
Filled  with  examples  of  his  art 
— an  owL  a  salmon,  a  fox  with 
a  pheasant  in  its  mouth.  Lest 
anyone  should  think  he 
slaughters  animals  to  stuff 
them,  he  is  at  pains  to  point 
out  that  he  mostly  works  with 
victims  of  road  accidents.  But 
he  will  take  commissions  for 
animals  that  have  been  legiti¬ 
mately  shot  "1  did  six  pheas¬ 
ants  for  the  Queen’s  banquet¬ 
ing  table  at  Sandringham,"  he 
says,  “as  wdl  as  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam’s  first  woodcock.”  His 
biggest  job  was  a  red  stag, 
which  took  six  weeks.  1  had 
booked  a  day’s  course,  along 
with  a  stockbroker  and  a 
property  investor.  Both  were 
into  shooting  and  fishing.  1 
had  never  willingly  handled  a 
dead  animal  in  my  life. 


Four  magpies,  straight  out 
of  the  freezer,  were  waiting  on 
the  workbench  with  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  tools.  “First  open  the 
beak  and  stuff  in  some  cotton 
woo?  to  stem  the  flow  of 
blood."  Mr  Usher  began! 
Then  we  had  to  slice  down  the 
breast  bone,  remove  the  car¬ 
cass.  and  cut  the  meat  off  the 
legs.  tail,  wings  and  head 
keeping  the  skin  intact  and 
trying  to  keep  blood  off  the 
feathers.  The  birds  were  in¬ 
credibly  forgiving  —  you 
could  pull  them  apart,  but 
after  a  quick  blow  with  a  hair 
drier  the  feathers  looked  al¬ 
most  alive  once  more.  After 
lunch  we  stitched  up  the  skin, 
placed  glass  eyes  in  the  sock¬ 
ets  and  fastened  the  head 
wings  and  feet  with  wires. 

You  won’t  leam  enough  to 
do  it  professionally,  but  in  one 
day  even  a  beginner  like  me 
can  get  a  feel  for  the  craft  and 
create  something  unusual 
with  which  to  surprise  your 
friends.  The  finished  product 
actually  looked  good  Honest 

It  was  Mother's  Day  and  I 
wondered  whether  to  present 
my  masterpiece  to  my  mother. 
Then  I  thought  better  of  it. 
She  got  the  azalea  and  I  got  a 
stuffed  magpie  for  my  study. 

Tony  Kelly 

•  Anglian  Activity  Breaks  {01508 
492132).  One-day  course.  £65. 

More  courses. 
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Discover  For  Y ourself. 


.some  of  the  mosi  fDiciruiine  sites 
and  duo  in  the  work).  Join  Voyage,  of  Discovery 
for  a  memorable  7.  10  or  11  night  cruise  on  Aegean 
-  a  friendly,  comfortable  ship,  exdusivdv  chartered  for 
British  passengers  -  and  vjni  up  lo  9  ports  of  tall 
in  7  countries  on  3  continents. 
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•  Superb  value  for  money  - 
fares  from  £795 

•  Return  Bights  from 
Gatwick  or  Manchester 

■  Port  and  airport  taxes 
included 

•  Stimulating  lecture  programme 

•  Guest  speakers 

»  Fascinating  excursions  available  - 
Petra,  Luxor,  Jerusalem,  Damascus,  Ephesus... 

24  hour  brochureline 

01293  433041 
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offer  - 
save  up  to 
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Vows  ft  Pmnwj.  fttowiv  H<<M.  Bella  *'«>.  Crjwlf). 
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-  plus  early  booking  savings  ©  % oyaCOCympic  Cruises 


I 


"With  15%  savings  off  our  prices  you  can't  afford  to  wait  to  book  your  choice  of  Med  Cruise 
holiday.  Fly  from  a  choice  of  16  UK  airports,  most  at  no  additional  cost  with  a  choice  of 
22  itineraries  from  4  to  21  nights  with  prices  from  under  £450.  Ask  your  travel  agent  for  the 
1997  Royal  Olympic  Cruises  Brochure,  or  phone  NOW  to  get  our  best  value  cruise  holidays. 

Tel:  0171  734  0805 


Westmorland  House,  127-131  Recent  Street,  London,  WlR  7HA. 
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Seychelles:  Sailing  among  the  mountaintops  is  like  looking  at  the  last  crumbs  of  prehistory,  says  Libby  Purves 


Voyage  through  a  drowned  continent 


We  made  a  nightly 
appointment 
with  the  moon. 
After  the  tomato- 
ketchup  sunset  (6.15  precisely) 
it  grew  cool  enough  to  cook 
supper.  We  ate  on  deck  as  the 
stars  began  to  prickle  through 
the  dusk,  and  had  washed  up 
by  the  time  an  unearthly  silver 
light  lopped  the  crags  to  the 
eastward.  When  the  upper  rim 
of  the  moon  appeared  the  stars 
paled  and  shrank.  Never  had 
we  seen  such  pouring  Equato¬ 
rial  brilliance:  certainly  never 
in  such  solitude,  rocking  gent¬ 
ly  at  anchor  a  thousand  miles 
out  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 

“What's  next  beyond  that 
island?"  somebody  would 
eventually  say.  and  someone 
else  would  glance  at  the  binna¬ 
cle  compass  and  say  "Africa-. 
“Sumatra".  "Antarctica"  or 
“Arabia".  Then  we  would  all 
go  quiet,  glad  to  have  CPS 
satellite  navigation  on  board 
in  case  we  drifted  to  another 
continent  in  the  night. 

Sailing  under  your  own 
command  in  the  Seychelles 
archipelago  is  extraordinary. 
These  are  the  world’s  only 
granitic  ocean  islands:  1.000 
miles  out  to  sea  you  would 
expect  volcanic  shapes  or  low, 
flat,  coral  islands,  but  instead 
you  have  towering,  wooded 
shapes  more  like  the  Hebri¬ 
des.  You  are  looking  at  the 


The  fleet  of  yachts  is  only  open  to  experienced  sailors 


mountaintops  of  the  drowned 
continent  of  Gondwanaland, 
the  last  crumbs  of  prehistory. 

This  explains  the  eccentrici¬ 
ty  of  the  wildlife:  enormous, 
mad-lookina  beetles,  six-tailed 
lizards,  giant  coco-de-mer 
seeds  so  “suggestively  pubic 
that  Gordon  of  Khartoum 
announced  they  were  the  For¬ 
bidden  Fruit  of  Eden.  There 
are  fairy  tems.  which  balance 
their  eggs  on  bare  branches, 
clouds  “of  garish,  red-headed 
fodics.  paradise  flycatchers 
and  arrogant  swaggering 
egrets  like  miniature  storks 
which  sneak  up  on  you  in  the 
market  and  pinch  fish  from 
your  shopping  bag. 

In  the  woods  scuttle  haisy 
little  anteater-snouted  tenrecs, 
and  on  some  islands  live  wild 
giant  tortoises  the  size  of 
schooldesks  (they  were  rein- 
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Need  a  break?  Call  your  IATA  travel 
agent,  ask  to  fly  KLM  and  Air  UK 
from  your  local  airport,  and  you're  oft. 
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traduced  after  being  nearly 
wiped  out  by  hungry  19th- 
century  sailors).  This  is  no 
guidebook  list:  the  wildlife  is 
so  cheeky  that  the  most  unob¬ 
servant  Tourist  cant  miss  it. 
Nor.  in  many  places,  can  you 
dip  a  masked  face  in  the  water 
without  beholding  such  a  ca¬ 
sual  wealth  of  glittering  fish 
that  you  gape  (and  the  snorkel 
falls  out). 

The  islands  were  properly 
discovered  only  two  centuries 
aga  airborne  tourism  has 
only  been  possi  ble  for  25  yea  rs, 
and  it  is  only  this  past  yearihat 
the  travel  company  Sunsail 
has  begun  to  offer  a  small  fleet 
of  yadits  to  reasonably  experi¬ 
enced  charterers. 


Before  the  Sunsail  ven¬ 
ture.  the  only  way  to 
explore  privately  by 
sea  was  to  be  an 
ocean  gypsy  (in  which  case  the 
authorities  regarded  you  with 
deep  suspicion)  or  a  passenger 
on  a  skippered  boat 
1  have  to  admit  that  on  an 
earlier  land-bound  visit  I 
doubted  this  would  ever 
change,  particularly  given  the 
Government's  environmental 
strictness.  But  somehow' 
Sunsail  met  all  the  green 
conditions  (holding-tanks, 
keeping  anchors  off  the  coral 
and  so  on)  and  solved  the 
practical  problems.  Hence  our 
bemused  moonlit  evenings  an¬ 
chored  off  the  while  beaches  of 
Mahe  and  Praslin.  La  Digue 
and  Curieuse,  watching  the 
fish  jump  and  hearing  from 
the  land  the  chirrup  and  rustle 
and  grunt  of  irrepressible 
Jurassic  Park  life. 

They  try  to  make  it  easy. 
Our  Ooeanis  351  had  every¬ 
thing:  a  powerful  engine,  vast 
water  tanks,  a  showerhead  on 
the  bathing  platform,  awning. 
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Behind  the  tropical,  white-sand  beaches  is  an  amazing  wildlife,  from  six-tailed  lizards  to  paradise  flycatchers  and.  grant  tortoises  the  size  of  schooldesks 


barbecue,  fridge,  fans,  and 
cruising  directions  a  12-year- 
old  could  follow,  to  anchor¬ 
ages  chosen  for  safety  in  either 
northwest  or  southeast  mon¬ 
soons  (the  year  divides,  with 
the  least  wind  at  changeover 
times  in  our  spring  and  au¬ 
tumn).  The  anchor  came  up 
electrically  at  the  pressure  of  a 
bigtoe,  and  sails  were  so  easily 
handled  from  the  axkpit  that 
we  began  to  wonder  why  sail¬ 
ing  usually  involves  so  much 
clambering.  It  was  quite  the 
cleanest  boat  we  had  ever  been 
on  (better  kept  than  our  own) 
and  the  local  staff  had  provid¬ 
ed  our  p re-ordered  provisions 
with  scrupulous  care,  throw¬ 
ing  in  a  tin  of  cockroach  spray 
just  in  case  (though  the 
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■  Sunsail,  The  Port  House.  Port  Solent,  Portsmouth. 
Hampshire  P06  4TH  (01705  222222}  offers  yacht  charters 
in  the  Seychelles  from  £SQ0  to  £1.200  per  person  (six 
sharing)  for  two  weeks,  including  flights  by  Air  Seychelles 
to  Mahe  and  transfers. 

■  Reading:  The  Travel  Bookshop  (0171-229  5260) 
recommends:  Joumev  Through  Seychelles  by  Adrian 
Skerrett (Camerapix,'£25,  ISBN  I S7404 190 3). 

Spectrum  Guide  Seychelles  (Camera  pix.  EJ2.99, 

ISBN  I  87404 193  8 ).  Mauritius,  Reunion  and 
Seychelles  Travel  Survival  Kit  (Lonely  Planet.  £8.95. 

ISBN  0  86442  188  5). 


islands,  given  their  latitude, 
are  surprisingly  free  of  antiso¬ 
cial  insects  and  tropical  dis¬ 
ease).  But  then,  they  have  to 
make  it  easy.  Four  degrees 
south  of  the  Equator  we  pasty 
Brits  need  nannying. 

Sailing  and  living 
aboard  a  35ft  yacht  is 
far  more  strenuous  in 
unaccustomed  heat 
than  just  ambling  from  hotel 
to  beach  and  back  again.  One 
day,  as  we  hauled  up  the 
dinghy  and  picked  our  way 
through  dozing  Italian  tourists 
under  takamaka  trees,  in 
search  of  a  shop  that  sold 
washing-up  liquid,  our  pater¬ 
familias  (Yorkshiremen  deteri¬ 
orate  in  the  heat)  observed 
pithily  that  “yachting  in  para¬ 
dise  is  still  bloody  yachting". 
Anchorages  area  fair  distance 
from  shore  and  you  are  never 
alongside  a  quay  except  in 
Victoria,  the  enchanting  capi¬ 
tal.  So  dinghies  must  be 
constantly  used,  outboards 
manoeuvred  on  and  off  the 
stem,  restaurants  and  food 
shops  found  and  walked  la 
fresh  water  topped  up.  wea¬ 
ther  watched-  It  may  rain,  in 
sudden  curtains  of  solid  water 
which,  while  they  do  not  last 
long,  inevitably  And  their  way 
through  the  hatch  you  have 
not  fastened  properly  because 


you  were  fazed  by  heat,  and 
soak  Yorkshire  Man's  bunk- 
cushions.  You  would  think  a 
man  who  was  feeling  the  heat 
would  enjoy  a  nice  cool  wet 
bed.  but  oddly,  he  didn't-  . 

But  who  cares?  While  the 
hotel  tourists  go  back  to  their 
air-conditioned  hutches,  or 
wait  sweating  for  taxis  and 
inter-island  planes,  you  have 
the  freedom  of  the  ocean:  long, 
exhilarating  reaches  fast  mi¬ 
raculous  islands,  quiet  an¬ 
chorages.  private  meetings 
with  enormous  tortoises,  and  a 
world  of  circus-coloured  fish 
and  coral  only  a  step  and  a 
splash  awray. 

Almost  best  of  all,  you  meet 
the  Seychellois.  Years  of  Peo¬ 
ple’s  United  Party  Socialism. 


The  lading 

Seychelles  Hobday  Specialist 
Mhf  not pub*  ttmxigh  *e  Smhdei  l 


now  relaxing  into  a  two-party 
system,  has  left  the  people  self- 
confident  and  the  schools  and 
hospitals  good.  When  the 
international  airport  first 


so  many  sunny  destinations. 

Moreover,  yachtsmen  and 
women  are  a  novelty:  coming 
ashore  to  market  or  explore, 
you  are  at  once  a  welcome 


opened,  the  Government  pro--  guest  and  a  huge  joke.  Every- 
nounaed  it  policy,  that  “no  one  wants  to  help;  walking  die 


tourist  shall  exploit  our 
people,  nor  shall  our  people 
exploit  the  tourist".  There,  is 
none  of  that  chippy,  done- 
down  irritability  which  blights 


lanes  and  the  footpaths 
through  the  cinnamon-trees, 
you  are  among  friends. 

•  The  author  and  her  family 
were  guests  of  Sunsail 
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Watersports  Beach 


On  a  Sunsail  Beach  Club  Holiday  you'll  enjoy  free 
dinghy  sailing,  windsurfing  and  yachting  plus 
sailing  tuition  and  waterskiing  ct  a  choice  of  9 
idyllic  Mediterranean  locations.  You  can  also  look 
forward  to  brilliant  Kids'  Clubs  (4  mths-16  yrs) 
great  food  and  accommodation,  Club  Flotilla  and 
Turkish  Guiet  holidays  plus  lots  more. 

from  £251  pp  1  wk,  flights  inc.‘ 


Call  01705  222222  2a  hr* 

■Eases  cm-  J.Tmlly  c,l  shnrinn. 

Ot'ic*.  .hours  Mjn-Fri  Som.7pTi.  So!  3.i. -p. 3; ire 


^Sunsail 


ry, 


X 


jllJ-. 


Chinese  New 


Mtui  S & 

a j 


W5i/  frl  t  fail?  d»S«r.  <*r  •m:  CSir.t-.r  K. .  it,''  -t  !:;  ret; 

b~ l*sa yt  '?  '.tifSuVt  ‘Si  »"i  -Si  C:  i?  in4.. 

.(idlpltlS  733  171  for  Stuwt  a.ii  it  5129S  HI  \V>  f:r  Ja.--  ::  ;:c 

yciriRTi  ,ravel  w-  it:  iKtu v  r.::«  f-J.av:: 


A. .a  wa 


British  Airwavs 


HOLIDAYS  ^ 


i  u* 


»V  ■» 

fort*  *■ 


i®E  * 


rchf 


WEEKEND  -  SATURDAY  January  4 >  W 

.^g^g^Where.  even  communism  failed  to  bury  the  myth  of  Vlad  the  Impaler 


travel  •  19 


PICTURES 


K' 


the  courtyard  of.  King 
Carol's  extraordinary 
,  Victorian”  summer  pal-, 
ace  in  Sinaia  thane  is  a 
brtirize  dog.  With  worried  eyes 
hectares  at  the  promise  of  blue 
sloes  high  above  the  ornate 
robfline  and  he  is  short  of  one 

leg.  There  are  a  lot  of  real  dogs 

.  like  that  in  .Romania,,  three* 
legged  and  womed-lodking. 
They  sleep  in  the  road  or  on 
the  pavements,  oh  the  steps  of 
metro  stations,  on  the  door¬ 
mats  outside  even  the  grand¬ 
est  hotels.  They  are  just  part  of 
the  landscape  —  a  landscape 
caught  in  a  timewarp.  - 

At  one  time  the  great  plains 
of  southern  Romania  fed  most 
of  Europe.  Black  and,  fertile, 
nurtured  by  the  Danube'and 
sheltered  by  the  Carpathians, 
they-  now  Ue  broodingly  dor¬ 
mant.  still  cowed  by  the  bru¬ 
tality  of  agricultural  collectiv¬ 
ism  —  everywhere-  rotting 
barrack-like  shelters  for  ani¬ 
mals  and  workers  alike, 
fenced  land  squared  off  in 
bureaucratic  symmetry;  mute'-' 
festimtmy  to.  woefully  ineffi¬ 
cient  social  engineering  and 
hopeless  husbandry..  But  even 
these  sad.  lacklustre  places  are 
worth  seeing  before  they  final¬ 
ly  rust  away  for.  ever;  ihey  are. 1 
after  all,  tribute  to  a.  naw- 
hisroric  tyranny- that  was  just 
as  real  and  just .as  deranged  as 
the  monstrous  destruction  of 
Bucharest  itself,  a  aty  which  . 
once  rivalled  Foils. 

The  due  to  Romania's  mag¬ 
netism,  however,  lies  in  and 
beyond  those  plants.  To  the' 
north  of  Budnarest,  to  the 
north  of  Pfoestfcoit-fields^are 
the  mountains.  Sndw-djvered 
peaks,  vast  forests  where 
bears  still  maraud  and  which 
out-shine  in  the  autumn  the 
leaf  colours  of  New  England: 
Small  fertile  plateaux,  and': 
vaileys  of idiosyncratic  painf- 
ed  churches,  clean,  rtvers  abd  ' 
streams  and  “dlacfel?r;  Vit  : 
Iag6s  scarcely  .'changed  for; 
more  than  a  century,  peopled  " 
by  men  and  •  women  benf,'- 
under  huge  .sacks  of  maize  or  ., 
riding  carts  of  ancient  design.  - 
The  tractor  and  the  chainsaw 
belong  to  the  future.  Here  the 
past  is  the  present  -7  horses 
and  oxen  and  axes.  '  •  ' 

In  these  Carpathians;  lies ; 
Transylvania  —  land  of  terri-; 
ble  legend:  Vlad  Dracul.  Vlad 
the  Impaler,  Dracula  lire  • 
Vampire.  In  TVansylvaniak 
mytli  and  history  combSiie'. 
naturally,  merge  into  on?  dncT  : 
as  a  tourist  attraction  ■  are 
welcomed  and  expapcfel.  And 
why  not?  One  look  at  Ran 
Castle  is  enough  to  -convince" 
even  the  most;  doubting  that 
sometimes  fact  arid  fiction: do. 
well  to  go  hand-in-hand:  Bran 
chills,  and  although  Bram;. 
Stoker,  who  wrote  PritaukL-a- 
century  ago,  never.  visited 
Bran,  nor  even  Transylvania;., 
his  fertile  imagination  got  it 
right  in  one. 

If,  alas.  Dracula.  never  actu¬ 
ally  did  descend  head-first 
down  those  terrible  walls  like 
some  vast  foul  spider,  then  he 
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Sighfeoara. 
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joUy;  well  should  havedone. 
And;  if  Dracula  never  did 
spend  his  daylight  hours,  in 
that  huge  coffer  (which  is  now. 

-  significantly,  .empty  —  as  you 
caafind  but  if  you  dare  to  lift 
the  Ud)Tthen  he  jolly  wdl  cduld 
have  done.:  .Why,  just  wfthui 
sight  ofthe  ramparts,  beneath 
Bran'S  walls,  the  heart  of. 

■  Queen  Maria,  wife  of.  Roma¬ 
nia's- second  king,  Ferdinand, 
lies  buried,  in  a  special  tin  box. 
And  that  is  fact,  not  fiction. 

But  was  Vlad  Dracul  really 
,TThe  Impaler.  was  he  reaHy 
:  J  imprisoned  in  that  narrow  ceU 

•  they  show  yoo  in  Bran?  And 

-  does’it .matter?  Certairdy  the- 
house  where  Vlad  was  bamin 
wondrous  -medieval  Sighis- 
oara  is(  there  fbr  aU  to  sd:  arid 
Count '  Dracula’s  Motel  and  . 
Restaurant,  just  outside  the 
town;  is  a  certain  reafity  —  so 
what  more  does  anyone  want? 
In  the  space  of  at  day,  the 
visitor  can  be  chilled-  to  -the 
borie  wititin  the. towering, 
sinister  avails- of.  Bran,  stand 
agape  ,  at  the  loveliness  -  of 

t  .Sighisoara*s  alleyways  and  . 

:  squa  res  ai^l  -  then  eat  carafort- 
.Ingly  and  'weU  in  a  mocferij 
-roadhouse  named  -  after  an 
-.•  Ertglish  anthorTS  creation.  - 

•  -  jfc;'- . '  visitor  to  a-  counter . 

^fimar“a  ® 
V'Ih|»  never  far-  from 

,  JLfairytale  reality.  f  Jri 

-  Sihni.  the  .  Hotid  imparatul 
Rbmaripor.  repufejd.to : stand  - 

'.  on  literfeof  Europe’s  oldesr 

-  ptnpose^juflt  hostelry*  ^is  * 

„  ‘TirusrficTtoimstsarrf  ’ 
alike  on  a  Saturdayriigja.  The 
iburipi^  pfays  while 
.  obuples  dance  under  a  huge, 

-  ornate  Toof  installed  in  1895 
.  -which,  arthelbudh  ofa  button, 

.  slides  back.  Ddightful  on  hot 
•.'summer  nights,  useful  in  win- 
.  ter  -fQ  release-  tobacco  fug,  an 

effectiveandiristarit  extractor 
••  system  m  n  country  where  a-  ; 
••  No  Smoking  notioe  is  virtually  : 

urikrw^  .jive  - maskf  is  a 
/^easint  fe^rire'm  most  good  . 

.  'hotel  restaurants the  dread-’: 
ed  tiannetT  species  is  a  threat 
-yettphe realisal  -.  V-  .- 

’..  In  all;  dries,  'museiims 
abound;  in,  Sflriu  the  famous 
:Brukerithal  provides, Rubens. . 

•  Van.  Dyck  and  a  delightful ; 
winter,  landscape  by '  Van 
Alsloot,  while  across  the  noble ' 
square  the  dignified  Roman 

.  Catholic  cathedral  i  as  'dse- 
whert?  rih.  Romania,  provides 
cwrilort  for  an  ever-increasing 
number  of  worshipped,  ris.do 
the  -ubiquitous'  and  'riotously 
E^antine  Orthodox  churches. - 
Votive  candles  are  so  popular 
tijatl  spedal  rmni-buildings. 


Bran  Gasde,  Transylvania,  where  Vlad  the  Impaler,  or  Count  Dracula,  may  have  lived,  merges  myth  and  history  into  one 


complete  with  chimneys,  now 
stand  outside-  m  the  court¬ 
yards  and,  quick  as -ever  to 
recognise  a  market  niche 
where  they  see  it' the  priests  of 
Sr  Adormire  in  Brasov's  Re¬ 
public  Square  have,  rented  out 
as  shops  the  two  properties  on 
either  side  of  their  monastery^ 
courtyard  entrance, 
f  The  -  scale  of  worship  in 
'  todays  Romania  is  truly  mov¬ 
ing  and  is  mirrored  in  the 
painstaking  restoration  of 
structures  tike  rite  vast  Black 
Church  ,  in  Old  Brasov  or  the 
tiny  recreated  detailing  of 
.ancient  frescoes  arid  recon¬ 
struction  of  breathtaking  cita¬ 
del  village  churches  such  as 
Prejmer  and  Harman. 

..  the  manic  hubris  of  NIcolae 
Ceausescu,  the  late  president, 
'evident  in  most  Cities  and 
grossly  apparent  in  Bucharest, 
where  he  cm  swaths  of  ghastly 
modernism  through  once-gra- 
dous  streets,  nonetheless  cre¬ 
ates  intriguing  images  for  the 
inquiring  visitor  quite  apart 


from  the  grim  collective  farms. 
The  black  gravestones  in  the 
public  squares  of  towns  pay 
proper  testimony  to  those  who 
died  in  the  December  1989 
uprising  which  led  to  the 
execution  of  Ceausescu  and 
his  wife  that  Christmas  Day. 
In  Brasov  itself,  in  the  square 
between  die  Faculty  of  Medi¬ 
cine  and  the  Post  Office,  are-10 
graves  of  dtizens  shot  by  the 
Securitat  and  the  surrounding 
buildings  preserve  the  bullet- 
pocks  in  their  stonework  as 
further  memorials. 


Other  facets  of  a  hid¬ 
eous  communist 
era  are  less  grim. 
The  ski  resort  of 
Fbiana  Brasov,  for  instance,  is 
a  curious  example  of  success¬ 
ful  “collectivisation*’  of  tour¬ 
ists.  They  were  needed  for 
their  foreign  currency,  yes,  but 
how  to  ensure  that  these 
valuable  incomers  did  not 
contaminate  the  local  popu¬ 
lace?  Simple.  Ban  all  locals 


Millennium 

Inexpensive  tours  of  the  mountains, 
lakes  &  cities  of  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe,  by  the  most  experienced 
specialist  British  Tour  Operator. 

Our  1997  programme  includes  tours 
and  holidays  in: 


The  Complete  List  of  British 
Snow-Free  Golf  Resorts 

1.  Turaberry 

Yihen  other  cour^  are  knee-deep  m  snow, 
golf  is  guaranteed  an  our  A3$a  and  Arrau  courses 
.  .  '  (all  flunks  to  Ike  Gulf  Stream). 

Our  guarantee ?.  Should  other  of  cw  courses  be  tutpltn/able  at 
W30am,  toe'll  refund  you  both  a  nigkt's  accommodation  a! 

'■  Ttumberry  Hotel  end  tke  cost  of  dimer. 

Our  Winter  Coif  Guarantee  offer  is  amilable  from  November 
1st  Id  Tetm&ry  2Sth,  excluding  C/zmhrws  and  New  Yrtfr. 


from  living  where  they  had  to 
work.  Romanians  are  still 
forbidden  to  rent  or  own  any 
property  in  fbiana  —  all 
workers  have  to  be  bussed  in 
from  Brasov. 

Such  bureaucratic  idiosyn¬ 
crasies  may  take  a  generation 
to  eradicate,  but  other  tradi¬ 
tional  facets  of  life  under 
communist  rule  will  become 
extinct  much  sooner,  the  holi¬ 
daymaker  must  make  the 
most  of  simple,  if  arcane, 
curiosities,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  that  harmless  hunt 
for  a  gin  and  tonic.  Which  bar 
in  town  has  the  tonic  but  no 
gin  and  which  has  the  gin  bur 
no  tonic? 

Even  the  “most  polluted 
town  in  the  world"  bears  its 
own  scars  of  fascination. 
Copsa  Mica,  between  Sighi- 
soara  and  Sibiu.  is  known  as 
the  Black  Rock.  Decades  of 
uncontrolled  carbon  black 
production  have  befouled  not 
just  the  buildings,  roofs, 
streets  and  the  few  trees  but 
also  totally  blackened  the 
rocky  escarpment  behind  the 
town  and  the  hills  beyond. 

Yet,  oddly,  it  is  these  pecu¬ 
liarities  that  make  Romania  so 
delightful  for  the  visitor.  From 
the  Black  Sea  resorts  with 
their  mud-bath  cures  to  the 
northern  mountains  of  Mara- 
mures,  the  country  may  well 
display  some  of  EuropeVpoor- 
est  living  standards  but  ir  is 
rich  in  fable,  legend  and 
history,  hoth  ancienrand  mod¬ 
em ;  it  is  how  Europe  was  50 
years  or  more  ago  bur  never 
will  be  again.  Even  those  dogs 
will  one  day  be  jostled  aside  by 
progress;  they  are  amenable 
enough,  they  are  just  wary  —  a 
bit  like  the  Romanians  them¬ 
selves:  showing  scars  of  the 
past,  worried  about  rhe 
present,  but  hopeful  of  a 
brighter  future. 

.  Hugh  Pitt 

•  The  author  hus  a  guest  of , Saga 
Holidays 


■  Saga  Holidays  (0800  300 
5001  offers  fen-day  touring 
holidays  from  £499  per 
person,  departures  from 
April  to  October.  Cox  & 
Kings  (0I71-S73  5000)  offers 
a  ISniay  lour  starting  on 
May  24  at  £1.250  per  person. 

■  British  Airways  (0345 
222111)  flies 

London/ Bucharest  from 
£575  return.  Tamm  (0171-224 
3693)  (lies  direct  10 
Bucharest  every  day  except 
Friday,  from  £236  return. 

■  In  BucharesL  Ihf  Flora 
Hole!  charges  E40  per  night 
for  a  double  room.  In 
Sinaia,  the  Hoed  Palace 
costs  from  £20  per  nigbt.  In 
Poiana  Brasov,  the  Alpin 
Hotel  charges  up  to  E4U  per 
night.  In  Sibiu.  the 
Imparaml  Romanilor 
charges  from  £20  a  nighL 

■  The  Romanian  Tourist 
Board.  &3a  Marylebone 
High  Street  London  WIM 
3DE  (0171-224  3692]  has  free 
brochures. 

■  Where  10  eat  Most  towns 
have  pood  restaurants  for 
the  locals,  such  as  La 
Gustari  In  Republic  Square. 
Brasov,  and  the  old- 
fashioned  brasserie  Carol 
cu  Bern  in  Calea  VictorieL 
Bucharest.  The  best  place  to 
eat  in  Bucharest  is  the 
former  Writers  Club,  now 
the  Casino  Palace.  Both 
these  famous  institutions 
escaped  the  awfulness  oof 
Ceausescu's  “reforms". 
Three  outstanding  dishes 
are  militei  (often  seen  on 
menus  as  rniCr)  which  are 
small  rissoles  of  minced 
mixed  meats,  rochitum,  a 
meat  stew,  and  the 
ubiquitous  cascaval  pane. 
cheese  (tied  in  breadcrumbs 
eaten  either  as  a  starter  or 
with  meat  dishes. 

■  Reading:  The  Travel 
Books  hop'(OI7h22y  5260) 
recommends  Out  of 
Romania  by  Dan  Antal 
(Faber.  EI4.99.  ISBN  0571 
172203.  Transylvania  and 
Bevond  by  Dervia  Muiphy 
(Arrow.  £6.99.  ISBN  0  099 
20601 3)-  Romania.  The 
Rough  Guide  by  Dan 
Richardson  and  Tim 
Burford  (Rough  Guides. 
E9.49.  ISBN  1 8f®  2S097  4). 


Swan  lake  in 
East  Anglia 

A  PAIR  of  whooper  swans 
that  have  flown  the  1.500 
miles  or  so  from  Iceland 
with  their  cygnets  to  winter 
in  East  Anglia's  Wclney 
Washes  are  attracting  a 
record  number  of  visitor},  at 
the  Wildfowl  and  Wetlands 
Trust  101353  8O07II).  A  total 
of  UO0  Wlioopers.  3.51  i 
bcwick  swans  which  brave 
the  i500  mile  journey  from 
Arctic  Russia,  plus  some 
T.bOO  widgeon  and  a  colour¬ 
ful  cacophonous  assort¬ 
ment  of  pintails  and 
lapwings,  teals  and  gad- 
walls.  snipe,  ruff,  greylag 
geese  and  a  solitary  ean 

goose  are  squabbling  over 
the  Washes'  rich  pickings. 

The  swans  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  return  each  October, 
leaving  in  March,  for  up  to 
IS  years.  They  are  the  ideal 
family  unit,  remaining 
faithful  to  their  partners  for 
life  and  proving  excellent 
parenis.  The  Trust  is  open 
every  day  with  floodlit 
Swan  Lake  evenings  five 
rimes  a  week:  entry  L3. 

Cycle  rides 

BIKING  tours  from  adven¬ 
ture  specialists  Exodus 
(01  SI -675  5550)  range  from 
Saigon- to  Hanoi  in  Vietnam 
and  the  Sierra  Madre  in 
Mexico,  the  most  popular 
routes  being  Morocco's 
Atlas  Descent  and  High 
Atlas  Traverse.  .Among  the 
new  tours,  a  15-day  journey 
following  rhe  Pilgrim  Route 
to  Santiago  de  Compostela 
in  Spain,  with  overnight 
stays  in  some  of  the  original 
pilgrims'  lodges,  costs  £850. 
A  17-day  South  Africa  trip 
Freewheeling  round  the 
Garden  Route,  the  Cape 
and  the  Winelands  costs 
EJ.575. 

Flights,  some  meals  and 
accommodation  are  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  prices.  Mechanics 
accompany  each  trip  and 
the  average  age  is  33. 

Prague  life 

WITH  hotel  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  short  supply  in 
Prague,  the  apartments  of 
Interhome  (01SI-891 1294)  in 
and  around  the  city  could 
be  useful  for  independent 
travellers  prepared  to  stay 
for  a  week.  Prices  start  at 
£302  for  a  flat  sleeping  up  to 
four.  The  accommodation 
agency,  Europe's  largest, 
has  more  than  100  homes 
for  rent  throughout  the 


country,  a  home  in 
Rudikov  which  can  take  up 
id  five,  with  bikes  fur  holi¬ 
day  makers  10  explore  the 
hills  of  Bohemia  Moravia 
and  (he  medieval  town  of 
Treble  eight  miles  away, 
costs  £155  <«  week. 

Cairo  nights 

CITT'  BREAKS  io  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Easl  from  Cox  &  Kings 
{OI71-S73  5tB.fl.ij  include  lour 
nights  in  Cairo  from  £495 
B&B;  Jerusalem  from 
Abu  Dhabi  from  £b!5:  Da- 
muscu>  from  £725:  and  fhc 
increasingly  popular  Iteach 
ami  shopping  city.  Dubai, 
from  £625.  A  lung  weekend 
ifuur  nigliisj  in  ihenncr-Iost 
now  much-discovered 
2.000-year-old  Nahatcan 
cm  uf  Ptira.  with  visits  10 
Jerash  and  two  nights  in 
Amman,  costs  from  £795 
half-board. 

Greek  extras 

THE  island  of  Skopelos  has 
been  added  to  the  pr»»- 
gramme  of  the  somewhat 
confusingly  named  Corfu  a 
la  Cane  IOJ635  2D)  140) 
which  also  offers  holidays 
in  Paxos.  Symi  and 
Skiathos.  as  well  as  Corfu 
and  Skupelos. 

The  firm  specialises  in 
traditional  properties:  in 
Skopclos.  a  fisherman’s 
cottage  fur  four  in  the  Old 
Town,  with  walled  court¬ 
yard  and  lemon  tree,  costs 
from  £3)u-£4SO  for  one 
week,  £3St*-£5‘W  for  two 
weeks.  The  Hotel  Aliki,  a 
former  sea  captain's  man¬ 
sion  on  rite  waterfront  at 
Symi  and  one  of  the  most 
interesting  old  hotels  in  the 
Aegean,  costs  from  £3Sri 
B&B  per  week. 

Aeolian  tour 

THOUGH  great  favourites 
with  Italian  holidaymakers, 
the  Aeolian  Islands  feature 
in  few  British  brochures. 
Magic  of  Italy  (01233 
211610),  however,  will  get 
you  to  Vulcano  and  Li  pari 
"where  a  week's  self-eatering 
costs  from  £425  half-board 
in  a  hotel  from  £569.  A 
week’s  Discovering  the  Aeo¬ 
lian  Islands  tour  of  Lipari. 
Filicudi.  Panarea,  Sirontbo- 
li  and  Salina  costs  from 
£S19.  but  is  not  available  in 
high  season. 

Correction:  The  Galapagos 
are  off  Ecuador  and  Machu 
Picehu  is  in  Peru  and  not  in 
Chile  and  Patagonia,  as 
stated  last  Saturday. 


Discover  Archers  direct  value  escorted  tours  of 
18  fascinating  destinations  worldwide 


AMERICA  &  CANADA 


16  Quality  Escorted  Tours  Including: 

EASTERN  USA  &  NIAGARA 

9  Day  Tour  featuring:  New  York.  Niagara  Falls.  FROM 

Penn-Dutch  Country,  Philadelphia.  Baltimore.  -(-"ROCI 
Annapolis,  Washington  DC 

GOLDEN  WEST  USA 

14  Day  Tour  featuring:  San  Frantasco.  Napa  Valley.  FROM 

Lake  Tctfioe.  Yosemite  NP.  Las  \fegas.  Grand  Canjran.  .£"700 
Flagstaff.  Scottsdale.  San  Diego.  Los  Angeles  Xl4*7 


£729 


CANADIAN  ROCKIES 

34  Day  Tour  featuring:  Vancouver.  Victoria.  FROM 

Whistler.  Kamloops.  Jasper.  Banff,  tofto  National  X7Q7Q 
Park.  Kelowna  2^+3  t 


EUROPE  &  THE  MED 


IS  Touring  Holidays  Including: 

HIGHLIGHTS  OF  ANDALUCIA 

8  Day  Tow  featuring:  Granada.  Cordoba.  Seville.  FROM 
Gibraltar:  PLUS  option  to  add  a  week  in  the  XTHOQ 
Algarve  from  £44.  or  Torremolinos  from  £90  iOfcW 

VENICE,  FLORENCE  &  ROME 

8  Day  Tour  featuring:  Venice.  Assisi.  Rome.  Pisa.  FROM 

Florence:  PLUS  option  to  add  a  week  in  Lido  di 
Jesolo  from  £40,  or  Sorrento  from  £122 


WONDERS  OF  THE  NILE 


£495 


8  Day  Cruise  on  the  Nile  from  Luxor  to  Aswan: 
all  meals  and  sightseeing  included: 

PLUS  7  extra  nights  in  Luxor  from  £64 


FAR  AWAY  PLACES 


7  Exciting  Tours  including: 

KENYA  - SAFARI  &  SUNSHINE 

16  Days  featuring:  3-nigm  Amboseli  safari,  FROM 

end  a  relaxing  stay  at  Bamburi  Beach,  Mombasa  £7  79 

AUSTRAUAN  ADVENTURE 

16  Days  featuring:  Sydney.  Canberra.  Melbourne. 

Adelaide.  Alice  Springs,  Ayers  Rock.  Great  FROM 

Barrier  Reef.  Calms:  PLUS  option  to  stopover  r*  4  "9QQ 
in  Bangkok  &  Singapore  frQm  £124  XJLf 
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Because  we  think  the  world  of  you 

current  best  buys  on  the  world  s  linnet  nirlmes 
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SYDNEY  - 

•.war*  luif- 
'"CIT. 

£347  C5Z9 

iOA'itMK 

uw  way  ffToiii 
non 

£122  £159 

JQ'BURG 

one  way  itvn 
hum 

£264  £385 

PERTH 

£319 

£509 

BOSTON 

£139 

£199 

CAPETOWN 

£333 

£556 

AUCKLAND 

£319 

£569 

FLORIDA 

£159 

£226 

HARARE 

£333 

£495 

BANGKOK 

£238 

£396 

IDS  .ANGELES 

£217 

£256 

NAIROBI 

£229 

£329 

HONG  KONG 

£272 

£454 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

£217 

£256 

DUBAI 

£165 

£275 

SINGAPORE 

£242 

£418 

DENVER 

£256 

£256 

CAIRO 

£145 

£242 

BAU 

£326 

£495 

TORONTO 

El  38 

£234 

AMSTERDAM 

£63 

£69 

SAIGON 

£336 

£561 

CARIBBEAN 

£175 

£322 

GENEVA 

£119 

£119 

TOKYO 

£267 

£495 

MEXICO  CITY 

£248 

£374 

EUROSTAR  TO  PARIS  rtn 

£59 

DELHI 

£19B 

£391 

MANILA 

£Z74 

£457 

AROUND  THE  WORLD 

£609 

TRAIL 


ERS  >4- 


worldwide  attention  to  detail 


THE  TRAVEL  EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA  FROM  £509  RETURN 
NEW  ZEALAND  FROM  £569  RETURN 

Special  otter  in  January  and  February. 

10%  discount  on  travel  insurance  for  all  new  bookings  to  Australasia. 


iplus-discounfecf  qaality  accommodation  per  room  per  nigbt  trom 


AUSTRALIA  £36  •  USA  £31  •  AFRICA  £37  -  FACIFICE42  •  ASIA  £30 
USA  CAR  HIRE  FROM  £.12  ?E5  DAY  •  CALL  MOW  FOR  OUR  WORLD  OR  NORTH  AMERICA  DIRECTORY  ON  0171-938  3939 


HOTXS’CW^ 


For  the  real  Mown  on  worldwide 
travel,  Trailflndeni  is  your  one  stop 
travel  shop. 

Traflflnders  offers  more  low  cost 
flights  to  more  destinations  titan 
anyone.  Experts  Id  airfares  since 
1970,  we  can  taaor-make  your  very 
own  package  wife  op  to  discount 
on  hotels  and  car  hire  worldwide- 


FOR  YOUR  FREE  COPY  OF  THE 
TRAIIFINDER  MAGAZINE 
CALL  0171-933  3939  ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458  Utn  ASIA  68701 


794  Kensington  High  Sheet ‘LONDON  W8  7RG 
Long  Haul  Flights:  71 4888939 
Fiisl  8>  Business  Class:  0171-938  3444 

215  Kensington  High  Street  * 

Transatlantic  &  European:  0171-9375400 
42-50  Earls  Court  Road  •  LONDON  WS  6FT 
Long  Haul  Flight;  0171-938  3368 

22-24  The  Priory  Queensway  •  BIRMINGHAM  B4  63S 
Wjrldwde  flights:  0121-236 1234 
48  Com  Street  ■  BRISTOL  BS1  1HQ 
WGfldwidfi  fligWs.  0117-929  9000 

254-284  Sauchlehal  l 'Street  *  GLASGOW  G2  3EH 
Whrirfwide  flights:  0141-553  2224 
58  Deansgate  •  MANCHESTER  M3  2FF 
Worldwide  flights:  0161-039  6909 
First  &  Business  Class:  0161-839  3434 


'  A I o  u  r  ;sVap  s  Sr  ft  open  ‘M  P11  •  Sat-9  -  6  pm  •  "Runs  unlil  7pm 


Daily  Scheduled 
Services 


4  x  Glasgow 

£29 

4  x  Edinburgh 

£29 

3  x  Aberdeen 

£29 

l  x  Inverness 

£29 

3  x  Amsterdam 

£35 

l  x  Nice 

£49 

I’x  Barcelona 

£49 

Single,  £ry»r».  «xcL  Tax.  ' 

Do  not  require  a  Saturday  mcht  stay.  , 

From  Landun  Luton  airport 

easyJet 

Call  ois«2  44  SS  SS  anytime 

ATOLJOti 


£270 


S  01420-88380  or  0171-287  5559  I 


HOLIDAYS 

[from  £496™ I 


;  Q  Crt  420-80828  or  0171-287  55581 


I 'jftf  SOUTH  AFniCfl 

1  ***  •  '■  ■“r  AiinrhoM 

£382 

H.  r-  T  U  H 


a  01420-80828  or  0171-287.5535) 


WHY  WE'RE  THE  BEST 


■*<***  12 hah flrift fllwi. Hash. CUM  IBM  I  M|£Rlq 
•flow  4  n  iam-?ppi  ^ 

H fiejtni Snot Lenta. W1RSK  -3JSS 
MX:  01*20-02133  or  0171287  *522 
M  fm*  Hibjact  t*  Mtawwu  apptf.  art  H*  Urtoh. 


Mon-Fri  !rcin  Z  Jan.9-7pm 


Trailfinders  does  not  impose  charges  on  credit  cards 


people  think  the  world  of  us l 


FLIGHTBO 


AMERICAS  &  EUROPE 

017*757g00g 
0171  757  2222 

tUSTRAUA  &  NEW  ZEALAND 


WORLDWIDE 

0171  757  2444 

FIRST  &  BUSINESS  CLASS 

0171  757  2500 
7  DAYS 


GUARANTEED  LOWEST  AIRFARES  ,  ,  .  -  j 

ON  SCHEDULED  AiRUNES  travel  ling  'f  T  6  C'  S  t  V  1  6 

All  fares  are  return  flights,  subject  to  availability.  llaYClllllg 

New  York  fr  £170  Denver  it  £255  Sydney  *  £599  Hong  Kong fr £495 

Florida  £255  Boston  £225  N.  Zealand  £650  Jo’burg  £385 

Accoiranodation  •  car  Hire  •  etty  stopovers  Los  Angeles  £255  Chicago  £255  China  £425  Dubai  £285 

atol  2562  iata  AmrA^ow^/tfMoo  S  Francisco  £255  Toronto  £245  Singapore  £465  Cairo 


IlChoice 
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i: 

/Destinations  j 

£255 


AL|  Plights  &  holidays 

throughout  the  world 


WORLD  GETAWAYS? 


Jotag  00 
ManSa  1432 
Mexico  £299 
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ACMStOO  £389(388238  023  SKE  029 
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jams  £123  BAMBOXi  £  58  JOST  £549 
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XUCXURD  £829  HUME  £489  HXXWI  £249 
AQS7W  £248  0002  £40  MSA  02 3 

BAHRAIN  £359  HOHGIDBG  £449  WRgUBCH  £2 29 
halt  a»  Basra*  aa  pohtlwd  049 
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BAKSBX  <329150100  £139  raZSTOlUZK  099 

BARBADOS  £399  JAdSMWU£  £249  flALDOTDOBHAMCEa 
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BESOTS  £349  JEDQAB  £349  BCHKOfiD  £2E9 

BEHUS  £  S3  BBEZ  029  BtODEJAKBO  £499 

Bottom  emmet  cssaota  cua 

BOMBA?  C329JO-D0BG  £389  SACHAMOTO  £249 
BOSCCAQZ  CMSXHSASQ77  £349  SAITIAXECSTY  £249 

bosion  oaatmea  ass  sjtxMrvom  on 

J9DSHAHE  £649  MHMAHDP  £453  SAICCOO  049 
BRUSSELS  £  89  AlBCMta  £389  Hgfl 1AKBCO  Q49 
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BUDAPEST  £J83  XBALAlOMm  £419  SASIUAN  OB9 
CABINS  £S4S£DWW  £3(9  SA0HUJIO  <529 

CAIRO  OSS  LAGOS  £389  SARASOTA  £389 

CALGARJ  C299IABHCA  £119  SAONHAH  8289 
CA1ICUN  £S89  LAS  IZBAS  049  SEOILE  <249 
CAPETOWN  BSBUU3KM  iSfiS  SEOUL  SS39 

CABACAS  83491B8QS  £139  SOTCAPCfflE  £399 

CASABLANCA  £219  URUROCK  £349  SOFIA  £229 

□ZMBRARDS  C249LOSASCOES  £349  SPBOTCREU}  £349 
CHARLESTON  £269IOUCVaiE  £243  ST  LODE  £249 
CHABLCmt  £219  LUSAKA  £479  St  10CB,  £239 

CHICAGO  £249 UHDOQSG  £93  STOCZBOLM  <169 
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BRUSSELS 


C3S9  SARASOTA 
£119  SAONMR 
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CLEVELAND  £249  MADRID  £  99  S1D12ET  <499 

C0£QfiAD0S>Ri243MAm  £139  TAMPA  £229 
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DALLAS  FEW  £249  NADBUnB  £999  TELASJ7  <140 
DAR£SmAAM£479MEWXaRE  £649  7BESSALORED  £138 
DUBBIN  £S99MQffSS  £249  TOBAGO  <299 
DAnOtr  O49MEZ1C0CDT  OSS  TOKYO  £499 

am  £229  MZANZ  £Z2S  TORONTO  £199 

DtNIEB  £249  USAS  £997001000  098 

DSM0B8S  £249  2imUSiZ  £349  TULSA  £849 

cenar  oombogvous  aa  mas  on 

DUBAI  £289  HOH7EGOBAT  £239  VALENOA  £109 

DUHBAX  £499  MOSCOW  OS3  VANCOU7EE  £299 
DOSSUDORF  S  SB  HOIKS  £  38  VENICE  £229 

amm  ctsauusur  aavnacm  oaa 

BIBO  £H9MJBQ£SACB  £279  VIENNA  £149 

/Tuuansr  esbwbcb  cos  Washington  on 
RtEEPOSr  £329NASRTEL£  £349  R HULMBEACH £289 
1TLA0DCSDALE  £199  NASSAU  £329  (HOffiX  £249 
ramss  £249  KAPILS  029  WARSAW  £159 
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miosi ‘Seans  •  asuo*  •scoKercua  jo  ora 
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BRIDGE  THE  W0RLD 
80171  734  7447 


Ring  01932  329544  (24hrs)  .///V 
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DUBAI  non  tv  £325  HONGKONG  £443  WASHINGTON  £215  K.  LUMPUR  £430 


esm/SMa.  ass  Thailand  ms  Vancouver 


070  TORONTO  €213  ORLANDO  E245  LDS  ANGELES  £270 


DELHI  £340  JtTBURG  £3SS  BOSTON  £210  LAS  VEGAS  . 


SYDNEY  £605  MOUND  THE  HOHID 


Call  us  far  1000‘s  more  destinations  throughout  the  world 


0115  953  8888 


S  FROM  OMLY  Cl  39 

TT1 


_  ,  .  .  ...  .TtiL.  ."-i  r-v-i 


PLATINUM 


TRAVEL 


Adventure  travel  and  flights  at  Affordable  prices 


-  CURRENT.  BEST  BUYS  -  '  . 

<VW  rto  .  -  oiw  BN  m 

me - job—bis  honcbqmc— _£»_ _£ho  2mwi — rae^_jMp 

CUM _ _ EPO-  AC  ««W - OG^iOO  WmC.  . . On - OW 

trot - -  XCC - 005  MU, - - OM - £555  CAKimm - £3M_H* 

ALOUND £710  SAIGON - £H»__EB0  0UUN_. - OH — J4H 

DBH_ - — £190 - CM  CMB> - OJ* - BIO  WHCOCHY - JBi - 095 

BOMMV - mo - DM  BWWC - COT - £DI  TOCCNIO - COT - CM! 

MBWWK 

HUHiMMRi_J2si _ ms  nano — - erw — un  boston. - cm _ ms 

COIOMK - CMS oa  MUCH - «2W - 09I  .MMSW4CIQN — cm — am 

Ml** * - COO—  JUS  HUME - _J3W__HS5  UXANGBS _ DU - «3B 

SMGuan — an — exs  qubmimm-j* — cm  M»cut_ - o« 


SPECIAL  OFFERS 
s  " .CUnZneiu*  jutT 


DejMrt  amtune 
afiolM)lA7 


-  AROUND  THE  WORLD  - 

London  -»  Moqg  Kooj  Caina  •»  Brisbane  -»  Auckland  ■*  -5  -•  Hawai  ■*  Lw  Anfrics  -»  London  -  £799 

Whrtta  you  are  hoUdiyiig  or  visiting  home,  would  like  logo  might  n  with  a  break,  at  Maiinum  fawl 
we  otter  more  lltghts  via  mote  dednatjons,  at  all  Aw  right  pneet  lo  suit  jnur  requirements. 


LONGHAIL:  0171  937  .3122  TRANSATLANTIC  \  FUROPEAN:  0171  0  [7  2654 


52  EARLS  COURT  ROAD,  KENSINGTON,  LONDON  WS  6EI 
OPEN:  MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY  9AM-6PM:  SATURDAY  1 0AM- 2 PM 


1  ^  Onward  destirurtions  include  Madrid,  Barcelona, 
Rome,  Milan,  Vienna,  Nice  and  Copenhagen. 


Fare*  in  one  way  and  suZifett  to  avaSabSty.  EnOudhtg  airport  cants  and  applicable  charge*. 


JETLINE 

Di»coA.-nt^l  tJrr.i  lo  ,11  rfctir-lt-onj 

5PAIH  :r.)3  USA  M69 

PCRTllC.AL  73  CARIBEEAH  139 
1SRALL  99  AFRICA  139 
GP.niCt  99  CAHSDA  179 
TURKEY  143  INDIA  2SS 

CYPRUS  173  FAR  EAST  2S3 
MJD.  EAST  1S9  AUSTRALIA  3S9 

ft'lt  oo.tr-.  *n  C,r  H.r.  Orturanor 

f^tdUtiijnxri 


Mn*.rojn  tjn-4  7 


NEW  YORK  £179 
:  BANGKOK  £315 

i£Sil 

i  0171  49 

k  2333 

dan-Unchumt 
100  dan}  Secure 

i  8130. 


FRANCE 


Action-packed  Alpine  holidays 
for  aii  the  family. 


ARCHGHY 

CANOEING 

CANTOWNG1RIVER 

EXPLORATION 


FBK2NG 

RSHNG 

GO-KAHTTNG 

GOLF 


You'd  have  to  look  hard 
to  find  a  smaller  fete. 


MOUNTAIN  WALKING 


There  are  -•••  _ 

ttozera  ol  activrteslor  ^ ■ '  <*rC 
=!i  Ihs  family  lo  enjoy  "  A-:V '  '  .  - 
cn  a  France  Active  v  ^  . 

Aria  tor  yea?  • 

WeB.  you  can  aith«  '  ‘ir'Sw'” 
join  them,  or  pm  your  feet  up  * 
and  enjoy  the  brealWaking  scenery'-’ 
and  gtonow  mountain  air. 

Ring  or  write  lor  the  brochure. 


01242 
240  310 


m¥ef*ananSiamt**crU303rz 


_  RAFTWG 

ROLLER  BUUHMG 
-p. SAffJNO 
gy./Tt!:  •  SIMMER  SXBNG 
SUMMER 

*.  .  TOSOGOAWW 

.  i-r  ^Vv  SWUMWC 

;-'4  VLV  "» 

»  WATEWSM1NG 

_  • '  WINDSURFING 


AIRUNK  Worldwide 


AMSTERDAM  from 


BELFAST  from  _ 


BBIGEN  from 


BRUSSELS  from 


DUBLIN  from 


EDINBURGH  from 


FRANKFURT  from 


GLASGOW  from _ 


LEEDS  BRADFORD  from 


NICE  from 


PALMA  from 


€69  return 


EG5  return 


£145  return 


£74  return 


£69  return 


£62  return 


£119  return 


£62  return. 


£81  return 


£149  return 


£149  return 


TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 

Z !  M  B  ABW  E .  6  OT  S'.V ANA. 
NAMIBIA.  ZAMBIA.  KENYA. 
lANZANJA  A  SOUTH  AFRICA- 


PRAGUE  from  •  £164  return 


TEESSIDE  from  £32  return 


Return  fans  from  London  Htattuw. 
Contact  ymw  local  «rt1  agent  wartl  to.  details  on 


Ol'tN  DAILY  HL  LAW 


tZtegency 


(  iNCil  r-vii  iCi'  a; CL  I«<:l  r.r . 

0171  419  1919 


0345  554554  o:< 
03  4  5  i  PLY  BFvI 


1 


British  Midland 

The  Airline  for  Europe 

5tntf  far*  jnlUMr  on  mwm  d«lo  m4  Ugha. 

S«a«  (a  MahMty  Trad  M  kdadc  a  Sort)  ftijhi  Mn 
(tecaga  turs  nil  3&1  JpccM  hn>  «e  *b  miUk  h»  ta* 
tntft  9afb*  kttAdc.  Oujo.  M  UtML 


m 


L  f  5  i 


AFRICA 


SWBAfm 

BOTSWa^ 

S*BlBlA,tW2AM.4 

TU®^Sj®*0.  BWtLS,  Uffl®. 

tflOWW  MUSES;  CiUlHtt 

^UianwlrltiATBVDndL 


mill  388  6211 


?  CORSICA 


FRANCE 


*  GREECE 


IWner  I  hi.-  MrdiiciTvrvcar.'* 
b*"l-kej<  -eAc!.  an  i.land  ■>! 
glfJHHis  h«elm-.  ind  vjvcldculaf 
wounums  UDiorDk>>nni  bn-  mi.i. 

biurifin  We  •■tier  \  illjj.  n,ih 
pool-  -i-u  -vie  (••■luge',,  moomain 
jnh.-r£c .  and  stolish  hurl..  pta. 
iteuhfc!  Windninp  foli&ni 
0181  095  9323 
atia  mgr  arm  im  *mi 


NORMANDY 

Onmia*  otd  boost  in  Historic 
'^te  with  Canton  Chltcai  #M 
ft  muphiH  RMBbi.Mde  near 
HhVndu  Fdm  tietn  a  vet  vttagt 
snq  forest  Stay*  up  lo7.  Quid 
Whta.  fUflMriUwipiB. 
A  eatable  aB  year. 

Rw»  f  tSOpw; 

E*p«My  bctMtal  in  Spring. 

TsfcBMSD  75IB7 


FREE  OVERNIGHT 
HOTELS  EN-ROUTE 


NEW  -  GOLF  BREAKS 


CmB  I  odn/trjtM/hM  I  MJ 

JMW»  hwteM 

01235  824324*- 

►  *  f  N  »  * ■  » 

FRANCE 


>  Country  Cottages  in  Ireland 

L-  ■-  Come  with  us  to  the 

L-JrC^.  Emerald  Isle.  where  the  grus  is 

always  Rrcencr. 

Vie  offer  a  magical  choice  of 
delightful  holiday  properties  in 
•  Kerry,  Cork,  Clare  and  Galway. 
From  a  convened  coach  house  io 
a  Georgian  rectory. 

Free  full  colour  brochure 
RING  (0990)  851166 
Quote  ref  Gy»  h«i 

Or  ’Jfrnt  n< 

CCHTOll  ClOTAGSSES'lirt.Oil.t. 

Viit  CTT.  I’O  Bov  1*.  E«w  Sinrro-i. 
Lua.cre»  lt*  R/v. 


UK  HOLIDAYS 


l  .K.  &  IRELAND 
HOLIDAY  COTTAGES  199' 


QUALITY  HOLIDAY  COTTAGES 
IN  SUPERB  LOCATIONS 


Cornwall.  Devon.  iHirvei.  Stiff'", lk,  Norfolk.  Coawolds, 
I  lordotxl  &  Kormhrr.  North.  Wales.  Peak  District. 
Likes.  Yor biiire  Dales  &  Moors,  Northumbria. 
Scotland  and  South  S  West  Ireland. 


Most  cottages  take  pels.  provide  luu.ni  and 
include  fuel  w  /be  price. 

Special  discounts  for  couples. 

Call  for  it  war  FREE  full  colour  JS&?  hrvdntnr. 


1756  702225 


LT.fv.  AND  EMERALD 


AFRICA 


ABERCROMBIE  &  KENT 

Defines  First  Class  Travel 

with  «  Classic  Tented  Safari  IO 

KENYA 

To  experience  [he  essence  of  colonial  Afnn.  lei  os.  the 
undisputed  specialists,  i ransport  you  io  KENYA. That,  as 
our  guest  vciu  will  be  eihilaraied  by 
:he  rasf  savannah  lands, 
r i  oiling  wildlife  and 
ji.;-insriiin? 

sunsets.  AeLui 


knowledge 

ilwt  vou  wili  be  .  .  ,  .  .... 

endowed  with  all  the  eM«  loudiet  whien  font,  the  mcnscrMr 
d,ft«en ce  between  A5iK  ..  and  the  ot  the  herd! 

From  £1  i5°  f°r  Nine  Nights, 

The  Ctossic  Tented  Safari  takes  you  tK 
Nairobi  -  Satnhnrc  -  Moun,  K*n>l.  ■  Uke  Ekmeateta  •  fe«i  Mm 

wniy  Compromise?  &r‘ l,s  naY'0H  °}n‘m  9600 

Abercrombie  Si  Kent  Travel 
5!ua«  Ni-jrv  HiMivr.  Ho&v.n  Place  !<**!■*  SWIW  »N5 

ATOL2MI 

AftTAVbm 


Cm'  BREAKS 


Cl  AO  . 

INGHILTERRA 

Welcome  Rome,  charter  flights  »"«*** 
call  us  on  ,  T  v 

0I8I74N443 

• _ 2 . -t»nV  ~  !■■■  '  T~ . 


vi-.i!  your  travel  agf* 

•  Tc!c:c<!  ?W-‘  22? 


ufiOCCO 


"ORTL'GAL 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


THE  MAJNLAN3 

uTpenlh.  .nd  . 
rnnliirubt*  prl 
ini  Vlrl,  in 


:jJ|S.W,  FRANCE 


VILLAS  fr  COTTAGES 

mjtuf  in:b  pivn/.. 

L’fnsc  lu  tine  heather 
itaj  beemiptl  rominuide. 

FRANCOPHILE 

HOLIDAYS 

BROCHURE  TEL  Mhr 

015394  31860 


Relaxed  Discovery 
and  Adventure 
Holidays  in  10  Idyllic 
French  Regions 


BRITTANY 

FARMHOUSE 
BcautArtS  restored.  ID  mod 
ranv  feimincryade.  Mitvm 
AtwiswjrScMiJo.  ^ber^ooms. 
1  toicis.  bathroom 

brgepnien.  Ear^wj. 

From  OSOpv. 

Tel:  01232  71-1475. 


|  K€  Of  2 33 -21.1^: 


Smut  tbtjoo*  and  trhurs  ttj 

francr  from  the  trUrst 
dteiee  of  hooting  boUtiajs. 

(rap  la  Ikanumes'  high 
standards.  Fw.iw  "9“ 
bmtbure  -  Quote  K-tOIO. 
mXPBONE  0800  Si9  520. 

HOSEASON5C 

Miiavtiui  ai'jv  Jar.- 


GREECE 


jjf  Discover  ^ 

The  Bahamas 


CALL  NOW  FOR 
THE  BROCHURE 

A  wonderful  collection  of  over 
700  island*.  The  Bahamas  offer 
you  an  unparalleled  choice  of 
holidays  from  the  buz*  and 
excitement  of  Nassau  to  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of 
The  Out  Islands. 

•  Luxury  Hotels  from 

£1.31  ipp. 

•  AD  Inclusive  Resorts 
from  £  1,093  pp. 

•  Club  World  Supplement 
from  £595  pp. 

For  personal  service  and  a  brochure, 
please  call  us  now  on 


01244  329556 

tf 

SL  connectoN  £Sr 


I  \M/y\  SAVE  MONEY  -  BOOK  DIRECT! 

fJl70°  PRIVATE  OWNERS  ADVERTISE 

Chateaux  ■  Vilas  &  Famt  Houses,  many  with  pools  •  Cottages 
*  studios  ■  Apartments  »  Family  Hotels  ■  Mobile  Homes 
•  Bad  &  Breakfasts  •  City  Breaks  •  Al  Ragkios  OT  France 

All  regions  of  France.  Free  276  pg  Colour  Brochure 

Tel:  Ol 484  682503 

httpJ/www.  cheznous.com 


1TM1KS  BM  PUKES. 

I~rr\  PEK  PERSON',  include  Snw 
/  vJ  nidiL.  ot  tfic  Si.il-cai«:nng  Davy 
L  /  Crocl-cti  Ranch.  f..«r  days  un- 
li  mik’d  entrance  to  rheThum:  Fart:  and 
a  mrunt  ferry  cr.-AStnf  The  price  t>. 
Kt>cd  on  iwo  adults  and  wo  thildrvn 
I  1 3  u,  1 1 ,  cars'i  in  one  cur  and  .'no 
1  log  cabin  for  arrival*  on  2. 

I\  £  3. 4  and  5  February  Phone 
i-  F  Travel  Service  \>n  , 

I  k  01992  456045 -r  sec  v.wr 
A  local  travel  -jgcnL 


holidays 


Disneyland 


NO  ONE  COMES  CLOSER 
to  France. 

Chateaux,  cuttaga. 
farmhourfs.  A  superior  sclecnnn 
of  traditional  holiday  houses 
of  characier  and  i]ual'n>' 
in  France  &  Corsica-  . T:;t.  9 


.  /ui);  ill 


OlfSl  995  932^ 


|i#stttll  Utah!  .)I|«|||I| 

VA>iAr«rzt  it-,  (Tali  \ 


•  Siw»L.'r?‘7 


5  v.'^?Vefg 


^IQ)- 


Greek 

Islands  Club 

YilLi  Jit-  Ri’Ui-l  holidavs 
•ur  rhs^*  who  expect 
pn-..uv.  pir 

sc  SIX'  ic.-.-ice  and  btj.iuu- 
tuf  iurroumliR^.  F,ri  j 
br-chure  rdcphciur. 

01932  22047" 

,  ui--.  .lUv- 

t  .U  'l.'  Ji-,  I .-. 

\T.« 


7rj  fi:i.-ru'  /t.Vi.in 
V*<per l.v.-  kr.-iiri. 
i  i.7.i  Jni  i men 


l  j5v  ««.:.* Je.  uni  - 

jnJ  thi  •••J  ! 

II jm  unh  h.n.'i 

FRft  «lt«UR  RRtfCHirFf 
RING  (0990)  t4}bSv 

ytton  Mi*  i 
I.NU.-1  V  >1*  lulu-,  /’ifl  tl.-t. 
Pt/h-.v  Uf'i. 

II.-1  Mi.h  •  RH.’i1  h'l 

VACANZE 
IN  ITALIA 


FHE'AiRT 

OF  IFVINO^ 

ITALY 


Indindu^l  H«'lidj». 

thL-  l>iwrraiD"  Tra» 


ESS£tf 


Lo«  Bud 5?:  i 
30'5X  irS  lz  1  £  3  .*  Z~  3C  S 


in  Tuscany,  Venice, 
Rome  or  Sorrento 


with  scheduled  service  Rights 

For  FREE  Brochure  oil 

01235  B24324 

CRYSTAL 


SHERPA  EXPEDITIONS 

pvg  Mm r.iatn  Pecpte 

WsJWno  &  Cycling  horieuy*  tnrougnaut 
(ha  wetia.  aaetrw:  »r  25  V**™  expaHanca 
Iwn  B-hain'a  ImCIi^I  iptMU  operator 
e^r,-i(r^;  tKf^  c  i&tfie  omcJO 
tz  cWWniw* 

CaUOtai  ET7  7*.  67  NOW  fora  brochure 


CRUSE  &  SAIL 
ABROAD 


MALTA  &  GOZO 


vYIV.C-'I 

|,<XKTTAjN:iS1i 

- : - 


Accommodation  only.  ^  ^  II  *  p 

Schedule  or  charter  flights.  SatoO  1  hb 
Fly  drive  or  UAlin  ©EffiEEfY 

seH  drive.  |||UII  rfcillLyi 
Multi -centres...  J&  1  I  M 

The  un-packoged  holiday.  |  |  oeeIIbS  a 
See  your  Travel  Agent 
or  call  our  24  hour  B| &e g ftt  I 

BROCHURE  HOTLINE  ON  ITALIAN  j  . 

101233  211612  CJ* 

!  Ovole  rvl  TT.  ““ »» 


PORTUGAL 


Best  of  Spain' S-Pgi 


Escape  mass  lourism.  Taitar-in3de  holidays,  ily-drive  mth  your 
own  car.  staying  in  hotels  converted  Irom  castles,  palaces,  etc. 

Paradores  Pousadas 

OTHER  TOP  HOTELS  •  MANOR  HOUSES 

Unicorn  Holidays  01582  83  4400 


Fisherman'*,  coitaj^cs.  ctmnirj 
houses  &  apart  mi  nis  ihrtmtihoui 
the  mnst  ilcilrfhlful  areas,  from 
Suuflii'm  PnriiijyiJ  In  ihv-  Cnxia 
Verde.  Manx  wit h  swiminim*  |Miol. 


FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE  'F 
RING  (0990)  143682  QUOTE  SEF  P 163 

«h-  «riu-  i«-  tnilhliliwl  Iru'.ll.r^  i%<nnc^t. 

iHpl  rum.  ItlQmir.  11>llKin’iii!h.  "  Riiail 

AJ’TC  »n.  411ft  I*  M 


|  and  broaden  your  horizon 
‘  -  Omi  •  CKtlf  j  W|  r;*  -  ^ ..... 

•  cypwjs  ■  nm  -  *•**«- 

ITALY  •  hOaVlfil  H0UC.;;j 

•-.  POiAiiO  •  rOHTUGAi  CUI  US  1CDAT  OR  SERB  FC-ACUsTeOCRUU 

mm'im  WAYMARK  HOLIDAYS 
musm  CI753  691404^) 

-  TURKEY '  MS  ■»  Wiadisr  Rood,  5iouoh  :L1  TG 


SWIHEHAKD 
™ i2t  TURKEY 'MS 


MOl  ‘ 


fi-  rnfjW 

.11  Off  Ym»*> 
X  Slot 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


‘I  urk';  t-.r  I n,  l:r-  wn,., 

I  r 


EVZAWT1ME  Art  In  ■ 

IS  4AV  TKWI1IOMI 

t.lluH  LSjl  taitl-fc  *•  ll<p 


Cycling  & 
Walking  K*.4ida\-: 


IVnb-  Kn’c! 

.VA.ilkir.aT.  ur-\C  ~  > 


ArD  0)558  780  80D 


An  Excu-t'it  SixirhON  or  i>t 
fiNtrr  Villas  a  wrwrz  in 
i?  ipoj,  wit-.  ry3rr-s  tt  lnd 

prpC. M  REGIONAL  AldfCRTS 

C ALL  NOV/  FOB  OUR  BROSHifflS 


:lt1I  rN.-..n  >l  ir...n  2  |...  t- 
i  et  bnne  ■:•  u 

F-  p.  Moi  -T..  L. .. 

S..U5S  Alnm :.  r :!»; 

l  ..o  ihaTTT  Va  Av.-C"  -J 
ra6-\!  fo<..  '-.cl.tt-< :  >-• 
•> m^uuu:'  v.  Jk-  T.".---: 
<l>ii  .  im'W.I -  »-.h'..l-i:— 1 

OiThi'.  A!  *  *  ■■■>5  !lv  • 

ii-f  .■  l.ca  -  rr»«Jw«i- 

OASIS  HOLIDAYS 

T«L-  OITlrt  -1TSSX*  t  a*.-  J3-12TE 
Doi  43.  Welwyn  itvrttn  .KU  Cl*0 

unnw  Muiaauiiun  uilwm 


Tiv..  fiV.'Al.-J  -'A 
,al->..>  j  r.  V.v  !  t-T 
MJea l  1+-—’-  '.--i 

..tl.'vI's.*  -  (I  — ^  ■—  — -^i  -'/ru;  I 

"■  OB”.  •*--  ?>  |-Ii"  J-L‘T? 

.v.-^=xlf.  :-ra--  .•jnta4n4ur<ii/t-rrlni  tr—r  ~*rire.. 

H’ii ie  Retire  Mutilk  Baul  Tour#  T.vdimrc  HalsJcxw 
it'  Euvt-t  Lcftmors.  Oman.  Ycnun&ltzi:  " 

Cml-  d'l  C5i3«  S5C7S8  llN*-. ‘ 


-.ifciUTi  ■  Brf#  • 


1] 

ARIZONA 

11 

Cbuicc  of  luxury 
homes  nidi  pools 

1  j 

in  httiutifu!  nr«.»n 

In 

ofScoltsdalu. 

7 

Tel:  (11624  8808611 
Fax:  01624  SWIS93 

— : — :— 

Trad ii>* 'ind  l’:»ririh*  •m-os.  CmIM^l’S. 
auanniLiii^  .uul  villaUf  Imi'-vn.  tlir«.-.tuh"v 
i  lie  nn**.l  del  nil' tlVl  arL-.«  ot  -umpsi.L 

t'paiu  and  hu'tuCJl-  Ail  lIi'iwCH 
i heir  iImnu.  L'lianutcr  .no I  >xtuni; 
Many  with  | .» i* -1 

FEEE  COLOUR  BROCHURE 

BING  <0990)  143682 

Ml  i  iTR  HU  LSI'-!-' 


y*m 


Or  Anii'  JfcJt'. '-lir.il  ]r.;-.n»f.* 
Ul.iI  l.MSS  Uwti'ir  p!ill"«i*-iin|i. 


Saapl.  ibebw 
io:  cularcd  hciluL.;- 1  in 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA  A-  MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
N.VMIBLV  tb  ZIMBABWE 
SOlTTt  AFRICA 

Tanzania 

Tel:  01S1  343  333 
F«».-0t»l  34332*7 
See  ca  urfwil*. 
hupj.'ww  4jfca\dOg<:..coci 
OkUHeoc 
Aiculin  -,\enur 
Lendm  N3  TT) 


A  "up-.-rf-  .‘l  i'v  J'i-  .f>  >) 
j.ul.I.iUi  iE  «  iMjr.a 
r.'-.-r ante,  ihr.vjrhuu: 
Ni‘.'  Enylind. 

FREE  132  PACE  BROCHURE 
CALL 

f0990)  143086 124  H»< 
Quote  Ref.  K225. 


WINTER  SPORTS 


I  SA  i.  CANADA 


th=  EE5T  The  Eastern  experien;^  -  H  dal's  from  £739 
uun  fV.  lomrcc  Kispsi  rab  Cov.4  WTr.Wii  Ouebe:  £$  j 

LWC0.T  The  Western  E» plot er  - 11  days  from  £959  j 
IkCUflr/s  «8?  Ita  r  a  Ulfj*  rock  r  Mountw*  -  EanK.  Hi  S  L»«t  E  4asp« 
COACH  gm  (j inary  .  iurn»ae  City  Ci  Wh-ntli  S  Vwuunli 

to*jp.:cf  **  ««y,nsn 

E5St  Meets  West  -16  days  from  £1199 

-  1  ■  J-  a  Avnderiul  combirvithn  ol  UorUes!  Tcront: .  ’ 

f.’iagara  fsik  ar.d  die  SpkucjV  Exfy  Ko^mra  .t-=| 


3E 


SPECLAL  INTEREST  |  WINTER  SPORTS 


y-- _ . 


riV 


■vri] 


L'.K.  HOLIDAYS 


rlra^jiiiP 


Many  with  poof.  Travel 
facilirits  a,-jil:ihl':. 

FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE 
srac  10990)  143681  QL'urt  jhcf:  fist 
i  »r  -vriu-  iu:  \.JC.incL>  til  Uin|i.i^i'i. 
r»cl»r  FIN7.  r.ji.::iV.i'ullwF»«?h. 

»1.'.  Sii'MJ.  b Hli'l  !'.*!.i. 

Vacances  en  CampE|ce 


Locdoa,  Victoria  Manchester  Bristol 

24  -  26  Jmi  22  a  23  Feb  8*9  March 

Royal  Hoftioitairal  Halls  G-Mcx  Centre  Watershed 

•  100s  of  the  best  travel  companies 
•  1009s  of  travellers 

»  Extensive  free  programme  of  travel  talks 


The  travel  show  where  fraveHers  talk 


i«jBi^aeateigaawaBB 


CHECK-IN 


SfSfS# 


' 


v:- 


sill 


>fe. 


jka 


and  28  Frbnuiy  Mlnnaon  say:  Smmby  ugbL  Bntun  by  I* 


CORNWALL  &  DEVON 


COTSWOLDS 


USA  &  CANADA 


Wake  up  to  the 
American  Dream. 

Two  weeks  in  a  traditional  New  England 
house  (including  flights,  car  hire,  hotel 
stopover  and  insurances)  from  £675*  per 
person  low  season  and  from  £975*  per  person 
high  season. 

Choose  from  a  superb  collection  of  carefully 

-  “ — 7 - TV,;.  •  t.,  ind  inland  properties  in  Maine,  \fcrmonr.  New 

selected  coastal  ■  Rh  d  Island  and  Massachusetts  (including 

Hampshire. BROCHURE,  CALL  (0990)  143686 

Dept  N226,  Bignor.  Near  Pulborough,  West  Sussex  RH20 1QD. 

NEW  ENGLAND 

COUNTRY  HOMES  ^  ^ 

■pnres  based  artgrwipoMihjnng. 


Choose  from  over  2,000 
carefully  sekercd  Cottages, 
Farmhouses  and  Lodges 
throughout  England, 

Scotland  &T  Wales. 

(3ottaye£ 

The  key  to  your  perfect  holiday 
Call  now  far  your 
FREE  colour  brochure. 

01282  445777 

Q voting  code  DRJ7BB 


’Easily  tee  best  choice 
of  cottages  in  Devon' 

Cd  dp«  bi  free  otar  pads  u  be  SRI 

^  best  value  <nB»8B  meed  Bona* 

_  ud  Dews'*  irapolh 

Nnlond  lha  CbHL 

north  Devon 

5pr  Holiday  Homes 
UBtaw.  tmtmwSe.  roi  un 
Itel  (01371)  76322 


DORSET,  HANTS- 
&LO.W. 


Fuu  for 

a'  all  the 

Country  _ 
Holidays  /(mm 


01282  445720 

S 


Wbr.  Isa  win 


iptoUl  oocts0aa  In  B 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


fun 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


U.K.  HOLIDAYS 


By  the  sea 

y.jp  -  :  r 

Country 

Holidays 

X3S3 


01282  445720 

cuwjc  &3C»‘j*hhx 


English 

Country 

Cottages 

An  unrivalled 
selection  of  holiday 
properties  of  superb 
character  and  quality 
in  che  loveliest 
areas  of  England- 
Free  444  page 
colour  brochure. 
RiNO  (0H55)  *$2222 
Quote  esi*  «-< 

Ot  Wfhv 
EviLRH  O' U’VTWf 
Omt/i'.es. 

Dipt.  FSI5. 1*0.  Bo>:  IS. 
Eam.  Shilton. 
Leicestfp  le«»z\. 


>7-  1 


HORSE  RIDING 


■fe 

1^ 

1  ^i33StoOrOElOC«TI»EAiaNl 

bo«fedo*Wtee 

zone! 

AClMty  hcLiUys  tor  o-lSto. 
CjU  FREE  tor's?  brochure  on 

0500740147 


ass 


SCOTLAND 


Discover  the  Highlands  and 
Lowlands  of  BeoBano 

■tf.OSWVvaimWClMl 
l/  ft  .-,-3uy.  Itw  Wp  S 

'•T  ■ 

Country  “£,££5 

Holidays 


01282  445721 


CWMYREGLWYS 

Pembrokeshire. 
Charming  cottage  near 
sandy  cove.  Old  world 
garden,  fields  adjoining 
coast  path. 
Telephone: 
01348811316. 


CORNWALL  &  DEVON 


Eaaasaiajg 


*  ^  A 


Weft Ld  0+feft.S. 

t'Aoiikcid 

Flints  -jV-Crv*  •  i.- 

HcfceC  ~n.c*vv  £33?r 

Cc>H  HlVe.-fTsC*'.  "£^1 


Book  by  January  "ST.  For  farther  detail*  we  the  Lsdxm  *L 

For  this  or  many  other  Oforid  Offer.  eaD  UJ  24  hn 

\  0345  2.2.2 HI  / 

\  World  offers  / 

X^  BRITISH  AlRWQg^ 

HemUCmnik 


!  i.ei h';J 

1  -  T  '  •  '  -  '  ■  :  ^  tl!  T  ■" 


•JX  £  I  -7 


SLOPE  OFF  THIS  WINTER  FROM  £129- 


II A II  jo  |  l*toln**W 


H)»  l  k^Vn 


7T*Qdto  |  UatlpB  I  ItortWVpi 


ITHSKoal 


LlLHIpp 

Go-* 

mm 


0121 252  3432 

(MUfcUC«di>a«ift»| 
04*0.  Sot***  ■  M«  M.  if  i"  I 

Thomson 


(MB/BdAMuaytMl 

DywlhB<iy.WI^IM»n.S»«»»W  w  towl' 


Book  by  29rh  January  Hr7-  Fat  further  detail  !«■  the  Lisbon  id. 
t  For  dns  or  many  other  Ufodd  Oflos  call  os  24  hr*  j 

\  0345  2.221 1 1  / 

\  World  offers  / 

X  BMngjAWjWgX 


Tbenred£EK»n>e 


Wo  ft  tel  e-fftftS. 

bstoo 

Flights  -prkom  i.i.ei  - 
Ho'te.C  -jnTCrV.  -£23  pp 

CcnR  HiVt  j-Acvr.  4:18  aerJoy 


Hont  b»  29tfa  lanuary  VT.AB  fin*  mc  wnan  faun  Lautaxm 

V^^raaawpopeE««poBl^^wWdmira^«  J 

Y^tfcastsatSJiic  “/ 

\  0345  2-2.2- HI  / 

\  World  offers  / 

^bmushAiwwot^ 

Therwdfi  fcoaite  abfc*^ 


VVofttol  Offers. 

VeN  ICC 

FlitjMcS  -j-Ac-v\  rx. 

HoCct  -jV<xTvr  ■"£.27  pp 


Book  by  3fth  January  ‘VI.  For  finther  deo*  »ec  die  Lisbon  ad. 

,  For  this  or  many  other  World  Oflen  tall  u»  24  tart;  l 

\  0345  222111  / 

\  World  offers  / 

^  British  AiRWQfS  / 


HKmli&bnXKBr 


PEAK  DISTRICT 


Ctoiw  Irani  ovbt  !M  eoH»o“  ^ 
In  liB  btantito'  j®toc«8»(P 
h  ,*  ddiePertDWiW 
\~l  aunaOm 

cSuDtry 

Holidays 


£^101282  445721 


From  £195 


Price  inc/uc/es 

8  Days -7  Nights  Holiday 
5  Ri  Day  Excursions 
C&mer,  B &B  daiy 
Superior  En  suite  rooms 
Afrcontf  Tour  Coach 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


The 

loveliest 

cottages 

(baa  none!) 

An  unrivalled  choice 
of  holiday  properties 
of  character  and 
quality  in  the  loveliest 
1  areas  of  Wala  - 
from  a  Farmhouse 
to  a  watermill- 
F*n  *8  Put  Cch.cc  1  BaocHum 
RING  (0990)851122 
QUOTE  W255  (2^  Hr») 
Or  Write: 
Welsh  Country 
Cottages,  Dept.  t2ss, 
P.O.  Box  18. 
Earl  Shilton, 
Leicester,  levszy. 


WoftLd  CtfeftS. 

lo  A  o  n't  © 

jr\c  tyi  ■€2 l°L  >-t.. 

Hotel.  fr«,>»-£2C  rr 


Book  by  29th  January  "97.  For  fanfaerdechhiee  the  Labon  ad 

l  For  da  DC  many  other  Ufodd  Oftn  call  us  24  hs  1 

V  034 5  £22111  / 

X.  world  offers 

^  BRITISH  AlRWJrS^ 


Ourlourwfwbmodvn 
hoMtn  sited  miha 


for  full  uriour  brochure 

YounMnatbetStappoM^j  I  YORKSHIRE 


fni  loctdon,  “P“*»  enwaj 
MndM  arid  PoUaynm  Ball, 


ACTIVITY  HOLIDAYS 


Engtitb  Country 
Cottages 


An  unrivalled 

choice  tbrenghau  I 

die  Lake*. 

Free  444  rape 
colour  brochure. 

Ring 

(01455)  852222 

QUOTE  ESI*  IMHrt) 


CORNWALL 


olorlDDs  Cornwall 

.  «e  nnKmeriWaa^ 
tr  -p  catOoK  B  rtuut  Iran 

VL  CM  RON  Mf 

Conntrv  tnwwEiw 

Holidays  ^—3 


01282  445721 


Cornish  ^SruBtionsiC 
Cottages 

Self-catering 
co  rages 

on  both  coasts  W  _ 
of  Cornwall  and  on  SdBy 

hr  year  FREE  bradwre  Vbaae 

0120S  872559 

uwnrnmBL  coain»ix  ftu  kt 
7  i*f  twnwl  SerVlee*u*»»« 


Cum Co  > . Awe S 


SPRING  &  SUMMER 
BREAKS 
200  Lakeland  Cottages 

5«  in  beautiful 

Lake  District  settings. 

01228*599953 


UI.’I'IT 


JJULLT^ 

CHILDREN  &  TEENAGERS 


COTTAGE 

liOt'ILV'.'b 


sThe  sun  in  California  is  pretty  good, 
but  at  £689  the  skiing’s  Heavenly-5’ 

From  ibe  snowy  while  peaks  of  the  Serra  Nevada  to  ihr  sapphire  blue 
water*  of  Lake  Tahoe.  California  offers  the  ultimate  «ld  eTpenenra^^ 

Enjoy  glorious  Hiinshine.  world  da<«  apres-ski  and  some 
orihe  coolest  skiing  conditions  in  America-  Sounds  beavativ.  M 

It  sure  will  be  if  vou  ski  with  United  Vacations.  Too  can  fly  Wggjjjnf 
direei  lo  San  Fnincisco  and  then  gel  a  connecting  flight  to 
Uke  Tahoe's  Wggeal  resorts.  Heavenly,  bquaw  > alley  or 
INorlhstar-  And  al  only  £689  return,  the  price  is  pretty  ^ ^ 

darn  aood  too.  There's  availability  until  the  end  of  ApnL*o  for  further 
-X^tion  and  a  copy  of  the  brochure  call  0181  313  0999- 

w  Him  iTF.p  Vacations* 

United  \irlinrs- 

Dom’T  CO  ON  HOLIDAY  TO  AMERICA,  TAKE  A  Vacation  ^ 


'  0F326  5W902  '-•'•j- 
’;.-  -r;crC2e  S73SW 


U  JL  HOLIDAYS 


Ejdfli  Dfl  1  Cwsinf  | 

^dlwritlUMSrUrtiiBSMWhlWJ;  ! 
CMdu  lra«  onr  LB» 
<v3cntiiB«.  »'  to  as  awl 

DLEffltofl  1 fid 

JFi  iwatiDH  uhi  nr  «■ 
UflKS  Wtt"  m 
1  sTF??'  i«cst  asm 

,.uiTom.T 

FKEsoorrcif 
‘  on  Vii  rvM  BRoaawL 


Unlocb  a 
cottage  in 
Scotland 

Exceptional  holiday 
properties  in  the 
most  beautiful  areas 
of  Scotland.  From 
$tone*built  cottages 
and  gamekeepers’ 
lodges  to  historic 
mansions  and  grand 
ancestral  homes. 
FREE 

B4  PAGE  COLOUR 
■BROCHURE 

RING  (0990)  851133 
QUOTE  5253  (24  HnJ 
OnWRrrer 
Country  Ccttmies 
In  Scotland.  Dot.  S2S3, 
P.O.  Box  18,  Earl  Shusun. 
Uinmi  LE1S2Y. 


-IIO  enmaaa.  ota*a 


WALES 


EiptaraDw  coast  Wbawl 

aiutorte  Wihs.Wia 
.  caaigBS  bosom  iron 

a—  auuiiiwR* 

Country 

Holidays 


01282  4457211 

Fbibro^hire 


YORKSHIRE 


Discover  the  beauty  and 

splendour  of  Yorkshire 

«  A  WalMOrtrciOaubW 

\.~r  cffflocMtf»«tirooi 
Arf-  CHiamm 

Lotmiry  twsew  n« 
Holidays  — 


01282  445721 


U.K.  HOUDAYS 


Cottages 

wade 

Coimtrv 

Holidays  fur  i  wo 


ua  i  CflBrty  HolDr  m  amapa 

mob  ana  tad*  ol  nuyfef  «*  b  » 
,  '  may  waaniioctw.  Sww 
^toviaiaa  Uma  ta  aaft 
BrllaU'j  beartlW 
amnuybda...  a* 
aartoiw.  i 

ti'-S,ra*[A .  r  ALL  TC®«  K» 
**?  vorofiunr 
■  I'  fOWCIOOl 

I.  mo  nuaE  satoaion 


01282  445720 


SPECIAL  INTEREST 


0171  724  2233J24hni[ 


LAKE  DISTRICT 


VIsH  lbs  picturesque  UUtt 
Otebld  and  Hay  to  one  ol  am 
jf  a  3K  qaattly  endages 

oumtMwm 

Country  ’”“7“ 
HoUdays 


01282  445721 


ihi-'lfa'-.1. 

NEW  MILLENNIUM:  0121  711  4917  5=~ 


Where  pels 
are 

Country 

Holidays  nekoine 


rif  '.d^ern'r* 

LODGES 

corruics  s:  cakau--s 


01282  445720 

Cr.'j'; Ov->.  OPMi;.*. 


z 


■Hi 


Fitrr.piiOM.  OHOU  =i-S<> 


1 


I 


^  Miirn 


Virqin  Meets  Savers.  Eor  world  beating  offers  call  us  before  25  January  on  01293  747  747  or  see  your  travel  agent.  virgin  atJ  antic 
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games  -  23 

•  1  r 

•*••••:  ■  f  L 

BRIDGE  ! 

Py  Raymond  Keene 

REAPERS  are  in  viced  to  write  an  amusing  cation  for  rite  ranoun  (richij. 
from  The  Strand  Magazine  (reproduced  from  WwtminMer  Libraries. 

1 

^  i 

by  Robert  Sheehan 

J  I.yn  jcar  Wllfl 

u  tp  grandmaster  Harry 
fc  J?®  ches^correi' 

'DfJ7lU?mes  ^  several 
»nnl  1985  and  Was  irgar- ' 
Wnyastheworld  diarapi- 
F*  vvFlfeTs-  GoIorabelc  Was  . 
Wfliirer  of  the  style  and 
P31*5  of'the  Cuban- world 
n.  Capablanca,  and  m- 
rtqmoek ...brought  out  a 
t  '  collection  of  lOO  of 
5?;J  best  games,  fur- : 
fim  deep  aimotatioris.  • 

Jte  timerww-thisoutstaiid- 
'hasbeeh  outof  prmtbut 
en  re-issued  in  the  smpli- 
tem  noation  used hrthis . 
fratiier  than  the  old  and 
Mie^  English  descriptive 
-with  some  revisions  by 

ister  Dr  John.Nurih.; 

fenca’s  forte  was  ^he^accn- 
of  small  advantages,  a 
3oare  here;  an  open  file 
0  it  was  aaiiaangio-see 
'could  weave  -apparently 
and.  of  themselves;  Tnsig- 
itails  into  an  overwftelm- 
7-  Capablanca’s  greatest 
came  at  the  New  .  York 
tot  of  1927.  Here  he  . not 
lone  major  rivals  such  as 
ffanarwalscii.  Vldmar  ■ 
rphnn,  but  alio  produced 
imperishable  interest.  In  1 
ing  encounter  he  reduces 
at  strategist,  Aron 
sch,  author  of  the  strate- 
:  My  System,  to  utter 


■Hie  ppsbot  of'the  opening  is  that 
Blades  faeces  are  far  more  effect 
ively  placed,  and  he  will  be  ti»  first 
to  seize  the  .central  files -with  his 
.  rooks.  Nfajzpwxtsdi  now  struggles 
manfully  ,  to  avrad  disadvantage 
;  and  implements  a  rigorous  policy 
of  exchanges. '  1  •' 

l4  Ba6  Bxa6  15  Qx*6  Nb4 
‘  16  Qe2  Rfd8  17a3  Nd3 
**  Net  Kxal  19  ttxel.  Rad 
20'Rbl  '  Qe5  21  03  OdS 
-22  4*4  -  Bta  .  i23  Sb2  Qa2 

24  Rat  Qfe3  25  Bd4  Rc2 


as. 

Nunzowjtscft:  ghefc 

ca  New  York  J927.  • 
Gambit  Declined  \ 

Mf6  :  2  NO  e6  , 

t*5  -  .4  e3-  :  Be7 

0-0  6  Bd3  cS 

:  V  ’  ’*  ‘  ’ 

pening  has  been'  unpre- 
bujrtot  necessarily  bad. 
resample,- 7  b3_is  qintr : 
•  Nirmowrtsdt’s  .  move, ; 
the  first  qf  a  whole  series 
laccuraries  which  gradu¬ 
ate;  first  to'  give  away  foe; 
;and;then  ip  suck  White 
b  difficulties.  \  . 

Na6  -  *  M 

£  should  be  stiffidenr  for  ; 

1VW5  .9  BtS  b6 
NxdS  lI  Nfe  Bb7  . 
-Bkc5  .  13 -Qa4  Qft  ,- 


Given  the  symmetrical  pawn  struc¬ 
ture.  the  nature  of  CapaUanca's 
advantage  is  such  that  if  While 
effects  farther  exchanges,  he  wfl 
,  hdd  on  far  a  draw.  CapabUmca’s 
‘riJ^onfa'fafaBbritiifait.  •  •••»■• 

28Qb7 

The  sparkling  paint  tofibck’S  play. 

-  If  28  Rfl  Q*e329  fce3Rg2+  30  Khl 
,  Kxh2*  31  Kg]  RcE2mate28~  Rx£2 

29  g4Qe6  30  Bg3  RA2 
■  The  final  .blow.  If  now  31  Badt2. 
.  Qxg4+  .32  Khl  Qh3  and  mate  is 
unsvtadable.  " 

31  Qf3  RhgZ+  3Z  QxgZ  RxgZ*  33 
Kxg2  Qxg4  34  RadIh535Rd4Qg5 
36Kh2a537Re2ari>43Saxb4Be7 
39*  Re4  BIS  40  R£2  «  W* 

Kh7White  resigns'.; 

•  Capablanca’s  Best  Gaines  (??  . 

.  gmndmasier  Harry  GoUmbek  is 

-  pubVSSedivBa&mtattibSO: 


Jg^ymondiKeehe  .  Solution  to  December  21  Wanting 
flay. -This position  is  from  .  Mover  Qtgfi  .  ■  -/  i 
.  AJorosimav  -  Ambainis,  December  21  .winner:  J;  .  Stuart, 
f5;  Here  White  found  a  '  Deum:  . .  •  -  ./•  ■ 

i  to  swoftfy  eodthe  game! :  V 
(pot  his  key  first  move?  .;  -g 
^answer  bn  a  postcardto  -  _ 

S.1  J’ermmgton  Stroi 
U  9XN/ W.  firsf  correct  i  5 


h’ontotheannuaittinna- 
(onVurthfrStraiid.  The 
njl  bel.jrabb'shed  neit ' 

s  sctetitmcT  Rg8+  ;  ,  ‘  ; 
i"s  winner;  “R  ^swKjt. 
ateshire.  V'-,v;  '■ 


•■wiulVd  VMUM4UU,  UUf  04  >  /. 

Thie  cartoon  will  be  printed  again  nest  week  on  the  Games  pace  with  a 
caption  from  those  submitted.  Send  caption  suggestions  on  a~jx>stcard 
witii  your  name  and  address  tec  Strand  Caption  33.  Weekend.  The  Times,  1 
ftnnington  Street.  London  El  9XN.  The  Editor's  tkeision  is  final.  The 
cfodng  date  for  entries  is  Wednesday,  January  8. 


**irs  Wright  Watchers  for  ytm  my  lad" 

The  Christmas  Punchline  was  won  by  G.  Collins  of  Solihull 


“T  dim?  think  marriage  guidance  is  working" 

The  New  Year  Punchline  was  won  by  M  .Wilton  of  Plympion  St  Maurice 


By  Philip  Hovcard 
NEFANDOCS 

a.  Left-handed 

b.  Abominable 

c.  Unfathomable 

PERFLATE 

a.  Happy  to  be  tardy 

b.  To  ventilate 

c.  To  talk  through 

NEOMENI.A 

a.  A  passion  lor  the  new 

b.  Menstruation 

c.  New  moon  time 

PLAT1NA 

a.  Old  platinum 

b.  A  wooden  dish 

c.  A  bone  in  the  skull 


.Answers  on  page  16 


HERE  IS  my  marking  for  the 
Christmas  Bridge  Quiz: 

J  Seven  nicks  MO  points):  eight 
tricks  i?  pointsi. 

2  til  Run  the  diamonds  throwing 
dummy's  aa-  uf  hrans  15);  hi)  this 
gains  when  fine  hand  holds  four 
clubs  and  both  maior-vuit  kings  (5j. 
3*4 NT  HO);  Ju-o  Hearts  /5). 

4  Lc»u-  spade  {SO*:  Wng  or  queen  of 
spades  15). 

5  Piay  the  king  of  hearts  (5).  and  if  it 
holds  switch  in  spades  15). 

The  winners  will  be  announced 
next  week.  O.x-r  the  next  few  weeks 
1  will  analyse  the  answers,  starting 
with  question  4.  You  had  to  lead 
against  3NT  from: 

aKQ|032VAo2*754*63 

The  auction  has  Iven: 

1NT  SC 

2S  3  NT 

Marl^::  Lou  «;pade.  10  points,  high 
spade.  5  prims;  others:  0. 

Despite  the  fact  that  your  right- 
hand  opponent  has  called  spades, 
that  s-uit  still  represents  your  best 
chance,  whether  the  I  NT  opening  is 
weak  or  strong.  Htwever.  wfien 
leading  a  suit  in  which  the  declarer 
is  known  to  have  at  least  four  cards, 
it  is  important  to  make  use  of  any 
high  oird  yaor  partner  has.  If  you 
lead  high  and  find  your  partner 
wish  ax  or  Jx.  the  suit  will  be 
blocked. 

Another  layout  where  the  low 
card  is  necessary  is  shown  at  the 
top  of  the  next  column.  Declarer 
wins  the  firsr  spade  with  the  nine, 
crosses  to  dummy  with  the  king  of 
clubs  and  leads  the  queen  of  hearts. 
I;  East  is  hav  ing  a  good  day.  he  will 
rise  with  the  Line  of  hearts  and 


*6  5 

VQJ104 

♦  Q  J8 

♦  AK102 

r~w 

w  e 
_ s__ 

*AJ9s 
VS  7  3 

♦  AK6 
*oe< 


Contract  3 NT  by  South 
Lead:  the  three  ct  spades 


e  K  Q 10  2  2 
*A62 
♦  75J 
*63 


!  *87 
VK9S 
•  *10932 
.  *J37S 


continue  spades-.  (Playing  the  king 
of  hearts  can  never  cost  a  (rick  —  if 
declarer  has  Ax.  West  will  have  a 
fourth-round  winner.)  West  can 
then  knock  out  South's  acc  of 
spades.  Declarer  tests  the  clubs  but 
when  they  fail  to  divide  he  has  tu 
try  another  heart,  enabling  West  to 
take  rhe  setting  trick  in  spades. 

If  West's  opening  lead  jx  the  Jung 
of  spades,  declarer  will  duck.  Now 
when  East  gets  in  with  the  king  uf 
hearts,  and  plays  a  spade,  declarer 
can  play  the  nine,  and  when  West 
takes  the  ten  declarer  will  still  have 
jwo  stoppers. 

Whenever  you  decide  to  make 
your  opening’ lead  in  a  suit  bid  by 
the  declarer,  you  should  look  out 
for  plays  of  this  sort. 

The  pips  are  extremely  impor¬ 
tant:  eg.  if  you  were  leading  from 
Q  J  10  3  2  nf  a  suit  bid  on  your  right 
you  should  lead  the  three.  And  if 
you  decide  to  anack  from  Q  J  10  7  2, 
the  nvo  is  usually  right  —  if  the 
declarer  has  five  of  'the  suit  the 
seven  may  blow  a  trick.  Your 
partner  should  be  aware  that  you 
may  have  to  lead  the  two  from  a 
five-card  suit. 


COMPUTER  GAMES  AND  PASTIMES 


IF  YOU  have  not  yet  entered 
Twenty- Nine  you  do 
have  the  chance  to  win  yourself 
foe  happiest  new  year  but  you  will 
have  to  be.quidc.  lhe  deadline  is 
first  post  on  Tuesday  (January  7). 

:  Star  prire  is  a  state-of-the-art 
AST  Advantage  computer  worth 
£2.799.  On  top  of  that  three 
ruruiers-up  will  each  scoop  Psion 
Siena  palmtops  worth  £229  each. 
The  AST  Advantage  9306  multi- 
media  computer  beasts  a  powerful 
200  MHz  Intel  Pentium  processor. 
32  Mb  EDO’  Ram,  cavernous  3Gb 
hard-disc,  foiftcreen  MPEG  play- 
bade.  dgh2-5peed  CD- Rom  drive. 
sub-wbOfcr.speakers  and  generous 
17in  colour  monitor.  It  is  easily 
capable  of  running  the  most  de¬ 
manding  games  on  the  market, 
included  in  this  definitive  package 
is  a  Wingman.  Extreme  joystick. 
Windows^  and  11  software  titles. 

The  tiuefr  Eskm  Sierras  are  also 
tojKjfohe-range  models,  with  a  fall 
TMb  memory.  Ultra  slim  and 
compact,  the  features  include 
spreadsheet,  appointment  diary, 
world  dock  and  multi-alarms  and 
searchable  databases.  U  is  PC 
compatible,  to  make  light  work  of 
imparting  and  exporting  files  plus 
alHmportant  backing-up  needs, 
and  will  also  “talk"  to  other  Sienas. 


The  competition  is  open  to 
ail  ages.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
come  up  with  a  ludicrous  Viz- 
style  Top  Tip  for  computer 
users  —  the  more  outlandish 
the  better.  Send  your  entry  on 
a  postcard,  with  your  name, 
age,  address  and  phone  num¬ 
ber  to:  Cyberspace  Twenty- 
Nine.  Computer  Games,  and 
Pastimes,  Weekend.  The 
Times.  1  Pennington  Street. 
London  El  9XN.  The  judges 
will  not  enter  into  any  corres¬ 
pondence  and  normal  Times 
competition  rules  apply. 

The  first  half  of  1997  threat¬ 
ens  to  be  dominated,  m 
gaming  terms,  by  the  arrival 
on  British  soil  of  Nintendo's 
latest  console,  the  Nintendo 
64.  This  uses  a  64-bit  micro- 


by  Tim  Wapshott 


processor  st 
by  Silicon 


spedally  designed 
Graphics,  a  lead¬ 
ing  computer  workstation  maker  in 
California. The  Nintendo  64  boasts 
superlative,  silky  graphics  to  push 
console  expectations  to  new,  higher 
levels.  It  serves  up  folly  rounded 
figures  who  can  turn  on  their  heels 
and  rotate  through  ISO  degrees,  just 
like  animated  characters  in 
cartoons. 

.The  enhanced  graphics  also  add 
bucketloads  of  detail,  such  as 


Three  runners-up  in  our  competition  will 
win  Psion  Siena  palmtops  worth  £229 


shadows  and  reflections.  Despite 
such  mesmerising  performance. 
Nintendo  and  its  new'  model  have 
both  been  beset  by  problems  of  late. 
Until  now  Nintendo  hasn't  re¬ 
leased  anything  to  replace  its  dated 
16-bit  Super  NES  console,  which 
first  appeared  in  1990.  Having 
stayed  out  of  the  console  race  since 
then,  allowing  the  Sega  Saturn  and 
Sony  PlayStation  meanwhile  to 


mop-up  with  32-bit  systems. 
In  the  past  financial  year,  to 
March  1996.  Sega  overtook 
Nintendo  in  lotal  vales  for  the 
first  time  and  launch  dates  for 
the  Nintendo  64  were  put 
back  several  times.  It  was 
eventually  released  in  Japan 
in  July,  six  months  later  than 
scheduled,  and  in  America 
about  three  months  ago.  The 
company  claims  that  by 
Christmas  it  had  notched  up 
over  a  million  sales  in  the 
United  States.  Shortage  of 
supply  led  to  hysteria  in 
stores  —  a  grandmother  from 
Illinois  was  so  desperate  in 
her  quest  that  she  was 
arrested  for  assault. 

Nintendo  will  be  doing  all  it 
can  to  trigger  similar  excite¬ 
ment  in  the  UK  for  its  launch 
here  on  March  I.  Without  the 


impetus  of  Christmas  shopping, 
the  company  will  manufacture 
drought  conditions  to  nurture 
headlines  —  just  20.000  units  are 
earmarked  for  the  UK  in  its  first 
month.  Only  gamers  with  a  short 
memory  are  likely  to  ramp  out  next 
month  for  the  chance  to  be  one  of 
the  country's  first  Nintendo  64 
owners.  If  there  were  lessons  to  be 
learnt  from  the  Saturn  and 


PlayStation  launches  it  was  that 
the  console  is  only  as  good  as  the 
available  software  —  and  only  netw¬ 
are  rhere  a  decent  20  or  so  titles  in 
either  format  worth  every  penny  of 
their  £44-plus  price-tags. 

Though  the  Nintendo  64  has 
received  critical  acclaim  for  its 
dazzling  graphics,  the  company 
h3s  been  hit  by  a  lack  of  enough 
suitable  software  to  show'  off  the 
machine.  The  first  four  Nintendo 
games  intended  for  release  here 
alongside  the  console  are  Super 
Mario  64  and  Pilot  Wings  64. 
sequels  to  Super  NES  titles.  Star 
Wars  —  Shadows  of  the  Empire 
and  Wave  Race  b4. 

Another  problem  Nintendo  faces 
in  the  UK.  like  Sega  and  Sony,  is 
the  increase  in  sales  of  more 
versatile  multimedia  computers. 
The  Nintendo  64  will  sell  for  £249. 
in  a  year  when  we  can  expect 
several  companies  to  follow  Acer's 
early  lead  with  good  multimedia 
computers  for  less  than  El. 000. 

"Slop  onlookers  touching  your 
computer  by  building  a  small 
greenhouse  in  your  home  —  so  they 
can  watch  but  not  touch.  AJso 
protects  your  computer  from  roof 
leaks."  Cyberspace  Twenty-Nine 
Top  Tip  entry  from  Ian  Mactavish 
of  Romney  Marsh.  Kent. 
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THE  USTENER  CROSSWORD 


No  3391:  Pas  Si  Ton  by  Kea 


across: 

T  ‘  -  Might  they  work  cures  witii  internal  cut?  (S) 

6 . .  Tweeting  heroin  is  a  game  for  speed  freak  {4) 
9  .  DriUw&oatr^htbit© 

U-.  afias  lightness  (6) 

tZ  Stigtor  fermented  honey-guide  closed  in  with- 
;  .  .  out  call  (ICQ  ; 

.14  Stimulant  curtailed  a  deterioration  by  drug- 
- .  •  laker  (7) 

16  l  regulate  upheaval  very  selectively  (5) 

•17  Shaggy  towd  (5) 

18  One  following  his  bent  into  coastal  scom¬ 
broid?^) 

20  A  concertina,  or  rattles  on  this  elaborate  piece? 
No!  (9) 

21  Brick?  French  designer  might  be  more  like  it! 

(5)  . 

24  Woolly’s  needed  against  shivering  fit  f$) 

25  Obstacles  put  around  French  island  —  they 

hdp  against  floods:  (7)  * 

27  Short  gun  cracks  louder  when  recoiling, 
further  study  shows  (10;  in  OED)  *. 

■28  .  Dc^e,  delicate  shot,  ruined  (6) 

29  Record  of  chest  pain  knocking  GI  out  (5) 

30  Reproductive  cells  discovered  in  Kansas  City 
(4) 

31  Pnxnise  freshly  cropped  fruit  (?) 


DOWN 

1  What  was  parcelled  up  by  seceders.  suddenly? 
(4;  abbrev.) 

2  One  radar  site  mobilises  and  lights  up  (10) 

3  Seamen,  when  sounding,  have  little  wattled 
fish-trap  (5) 

4  Shandy-maker  divides  attention  to  make  one 
from  Manhattan,  maybe  (9) 

5  •  French  measures  ignored  time  and  time  again 

in  accords  (5) 

6  Shifting  glei  absorbs  sap,  decaying  vegetable 
matter  (7) 

7  Charisma  that's  surprising  about  politician  (5j 

8  Joint  dubious  outburst  exercises  raised  fist, 
suddenly  powerful  (81 

10  Bound  navigation  aid  within  type  of  scanner 
(6) 

13  Here’s  me  clutching  invite  to  accompany  one 
big  fish  (10) 

15  'E  is  involved  in  brickbat  tossing?  (9) 

16  Devious  sibyl  captivates  prince  with  remark¬ 
able  effrontery  (8) 

18  low  dog  hunting  one  small  boat  (7) 

19  It  may  involve  distressing  gain,  eg  spreading 

{6) 

22  Lavatory  missing  one  of  pots?  (5) 

23  Difficulty  storing  irrational  information? 
More  than  a  bit!  (5) 

24  Perennial,  like  an  item  in  a  series  that’s 
unending  (5) 

26  New  line  in  pfrza  garnishes  f3) 
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Solution  to  No  338&  No-no  by  Obiter 

The  thwnt?  is  omission  of  either  a  number  by  name  nr 
the  uvird  ‘no’.  The  undueti  lights  are  phrases  or 
hyphenated  compounds,  the  first  worri  of  which,  one  of 
the  numbers  one  to  ten.  «  omitted.  In  sequence  they 
are:  7.  2S.  28. 15. 47.  IDnl.  37. 51. 23.  and  5Dn.  The  full 
answers  to  the  normal  dues  are:  Across  1  piano  s.  16 
hasren.  26  hone  less.  32  heignr  en.  33  no  side,  29 
Pennine  s.  41  li one  ssts.  43  three  pit,  52  nemw*.  Down: 

3  no  ups.  9  no  ria,  10  ca/to  n.  II  diafo/te.  17  no  dose.  IS 
no  how.  33  snoops.  35  nooner.  42  sumeone.  43  page- 
three.  45  leonine.  48_/burgon.  The  words  omitted  from 
the  other  dues  are  indicated  in  context  Across:  1  One- 
tiTw  secret.  5  forgotten  thanks.  Ucaging.tfteDf.  14  Vo 
good  19  Porren  ts,  21  about  no  rice.  22  which  one 
traveller.  29  One  haring  34  settle  one  needed.  36 
puzzled  no  longer.  44  out  one  lunar,  49  of  ironstone  in¬ 
formed.  30  Any  rAtw  people.  Down:  1 5 rep  round  one, 

4  with  five  missing,  b  h?  “One  Fine  Day".  5  Causa rs  five 
in.  20  in  ten  years,  24  game  two  up  27  yearn  nn  lunger. 
30  Hairy  two-legged,  31  One  nuking.  36  treated  one 
hapless.  40  Asinine  would,  46  put  one's  foot 

The  winner  is  H.  Massey  of  Brrnipriirid. 
Gloucestershire. 

The  two  runners  up  are  AG.  Sugden  of  Btngltff.  West 
Yorkshire  and  Jeff  Dale  of  Abingdon.  Oxfordshire. 
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USTENER  CROSSWORD  No  3391 
in  association  with  Waterstone’s 

NAME . 

ADDRESS . 


Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
Listener  Crossword  No  3391,  63  Green  Lane,  St  AJbans.  Hertford¬ 
shire  AI3  6HE,  by  Thursday,  January  16. 

w 

WATERSTONTTS 

The  winner  of  The 
listener  Crossword  will 
receive  a  Waterstone’s 
book  token  worth  £75. 

Five  runners-up  will  each 
receive  a  book  token 
worth  E10 

WatcrslnnCS  firsi  opened  a  KjoV^hop  in  1982.  and  now  has  a  bnndi  in '  irtuulty  cvm 
major  lown  and  aty  in  ihc  UK  and  Ireland.  Eadi  of  ii%  10U-odd  branches  has  ai  k-aM 
50JXX>  ddes  in  stock  and  can  order  any  book  cunxiidy  in  print  in  the  I  K.  Oul-of-Prrni 
Booksearch.  01892  522700.  Mailing  Service  and  Signed  Fir>r  E  diiions.  0J22*  44t5%.  F»r 
ytrnr  nearest  branch  ufWaicraimCs,  call  OISI-742  3800. 
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TO  ADVERTISE  CALL: 
0171 580  6868 


SATURDAY  RENDEZVOUS 


FAX;  0171 -4819313 


AGED,  banana  ctoom.  Inninva 
backpaclun.  iMkt  plaasant 
fooDooin  ftnar}  man  wUb 
whom  to  mroctt  about  Bunny 
ca  an  trios,  his  oxponaa  paid. 
Plus*  Reply  la  Box  No  227? 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


ACROSS 
THE  ROOM 

SPARKLING  DINNER 
DANCES 

WEEKEND  BREAKS 
HERTS. ESSEX 
SUFFOLK. 
OMEfeanor 
01277  552742 


ASSIGNATIONS 

Lesley  Hudson-Jcssop 

(at  PrafesuotaJ  HeacfhuOTcrJ 
For  itet  truly  pcnawl  approach.' 
Home  interviews  aol 
profcsakmjl  skills  lead  to 
niiUy  made  iuuoducooos. 
M4  CORRIDOR  & 
CENTRAL  LONDON 
01225  4S290S 


for  the  most  profession^ 
caring  confidential  and 
personal  sendee  for  people 
of  all  ages,  right  across 
the  OK,  look  far  your  load  EOe 
Introductions  office  in  the  lineage 
advertisements  ebon. 

TEL:  0500  003444 
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THE  FBOf  ESSIONAl  PEISOR'S  IHTBODOCTION  AGE  ICY 


PnjfcsskraalpoDpfeofen  don't  meet  their  ideal 
panner  in  thdreunem.  social  aide. 

That’s  where  Zygosis  can  help. 

W  are  h^ilv  sdectivt;  openre  MiocaBy,  are 

rffflftArtjal,  i&wn  and  pmdnce  ItSllhs.  'H-Vggzcvr 

WrtodcfefwatdtofourtaD.  AjJp 

LONDON  GLASGOW  EDINBURGH 

0171 629  6979  01418490201  0131  556  5055 

YORKSHIRE  NORTHEAST  MIDLANDS  fell 

0113245  S787  01912612224  0990  143078  .jOg 
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Dateline  is  the  world1 f  latest, 
and  longest-established 
Introduction  Agency. 

Our  unique  and  successful 
formula  could  easily  be  put  to 
work  for  you. 

For  Free  Details  with 
No  Obligation  Writf.  To: 

23  Abingdon  Rd 
London  W8  6AL  or  Call 

(01869)  324  100 

FjlV*6.AB14  amnia.  bOfrJ 1 minfauLn 


out  more 
about  the  the 


^  *  specialises 
^  *  in  services  (or 
the  articulate  and 
well  educated.  We  provide 
%  w  personal  interviews,  in-depth 
*  profiles  of  potential  partners  and.  of 
course,  complete  discretion  at  all  times. 

Even  before  you  subscribe,  we  send  you  sample 
profiles  of  twenty  four  potential  partners  in  your  area, 
individually  matched  just  for  you. 


intelligent  person's 
introduction  agency  by... 

Calling  free  (24  hours)  on 

0800  072  0075 

or  writing  to 

FREEPOST  305,  London  EC1B  1SY 
8.30am  to  lO.GOpm  -  7  days  a  week 


The  Intelligent  Person's  Introduction  Agency 


LOOKING  FORWARD  TO  1997? 

Start  tfwyrear  on  a  poettive  note  and  cell  ■  .  k 


Ajaa&te&uwtei&i 

Personal  Introduction*,  and  -rahnd  aodal 
orations  for  aaman^rfrofaikmal  people. 
Plan  cal  Cheryl  Brawn 

Enina  0171  371  5535  ' 


Personal  introductions  in  the  South  and  West 

0117  973  5877 

nuaO'SWAia 


Give  us  the  outline... 


...and  w&U 
fill  in  the 
blanks 

Close 


WHY  NOTCH  WGi:  YOl'R  I  D  I  I 
MITT  PF.OPl.t  W1  TH  l  Ot  N  TR\  IVf  t.KFSiN 

Heather  lleber  Percy 

01432  342204 


If  you  Sail  on  a  Sunday, 

Marinade  on  a  Monday,  Tango  on  a  Tuesday, 
Wine  taste  on  a  Wednesday, 

Tee-off  on  a  Thursday,  Fence  on  a  Friday... 


Rendezvous  has  added  a  superb  new  telephone  feature  The  Times  has  always  been  (he  besl  place  re  meet  other 

which  ts  FREE  for  our  advertisers.  WTien  you  place  yaur  professional  people,  and  our  new  telephone  feature 

personal  ad  in  Rendezvous,  tat  the  cost  of  £8.25  per  line  mokes  ti  faster  and  mew  effective  than  ever  before.  You’ll 

and  a  box  number  charpc  of  £11-75),  you  will  receive  Mill  receive  postal  replies,  but  now  you’ll  also  have  many 

simple  instructions  on  how  10  record  your  Tree  voice  more  quality  responses  from  our  easy  to  use.  sonfktemial 

greeting',  and  how  to  retrieve  messages  that  have  been  voice  rawajing  system, 

left  for  you.  also  for  free". 

MEETING  PEOPLE  JUST  LIKE  YOU  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  EASIER! 

SO,  DON'T  MISS  OUT  -  PLACE  YOUR  AD  TODAY! 


Call  0171  680  6868 


SPECIAL  offer: 


Until  further  notice,  when  you  book  your  advertisement  for  2  consecutive  Saturdays  you  will 
only  be  charged  £5.75  per  line  each  week  and  a  single  Box  No.  charge  of  £11.75. 

A  30%  Discount  For  2  Weeks  Advertising! 

For  help  With  your  copy  cal!  Sylvia  Grass  on  0171  680  6868.  Fax.-  0171  481  9313  or  return  the  coupon  below. 


I  NAME:  1  Week  °°6  3  2  Week*  □  I 

!  ADDRESS: 

j  POSTCODE:  TEUDAYI: 

J  ACCESS  □  VISA  3  AMEX  □  CARD  NO: 
j  EXPIRY  DATE:  SIGNATURE: 

■  nib  «Rn-  h  op«  to  prtnfe  advcrtnwv  Mh.  Phw  attach  ««bt  mmllac  and  to?  I 

B—tniiac  nwIBwi  MwtiAf.’IIni  XtWMpm  Ltnftcd.  PW  Box  4W  1  VlrgM  Urtw  El  9BL  f 


TELfDAYh 


1  EXPIRY  DATE: 


THEH^^TIMES 


'Tlew«rsr,«aiiMc-«eiBliirtl  Kl»l.«J,neT«.4M(**Bpifcrt«teie»«tb^<»odwn«nK,»iirieD»Bi:8TiaifjtWnari.  wyioa:  'f  cfimja-i  .'rO)v 


★  DOCTORS  •  ARCHITECTS  •  LAWYERS  •  WRITERS  •  BANKERS  •  MUSICIANS  ★ 

drawing  down  the  moon 

The  original  personalised 
*  introduction  agency 

Eot.1934 

PROBABLY  THE  BEST  AGENCY  IN  THE  WORLD 

Adam  &  Eve  Mews,  Kensington 

0171-937  6263 

24  /lours 
Member  ASIA 

< 

★  ACTORS  PUBLISHING  »  STOCKBROKERS  •  ACADEMICS  -  ARTISTS  ★ 


Since  1985  people  cfquahtf  km*  beat  aeradacedtbrattfi  ear  &dun<et  social 
flints  and  Xpert  uarudgcOan  service.  We  untie  manbersiap  to  ccmpianem 
ahrast  cendniy  the  largest  sdechon  of  laaaadtal  prefesstotads  uttivUK. 

•  Persona  introductions  •  Social  events 
VAvvvw^xscLftivBci  u&-uJccom/exec 


0171  499  8833 


WHY  US? 

auna  simply  V*  the  mar  unfimitod  ohofee  at  high  quality  member*.  We 
guarantmm  you  the  choice  from  AT  LEAST  28  tiweheo  membero  fn  three 
months  or  REFUND  YOUfl  F  ll.  (Other*  may  offer  to  extend  your 
membership  period  even  B  you  have  only  hod  one  dele  hi  uyeert.  You  ere  a 
member  far  fftle.  Try  ua  lor  six  vmefa  end  ff  YOU  dont  egree  we  are  the 
flnest  smvlee  them  I*,  wen  rotund  your  fee  toweide  eny  other  deting  aetvtee 
In  the  world  ■  such  is  the  quality  of  our  sendee. 

THE  BEST  THERE  IS  •  OR  YOUR  FEE  REFUNDED 
Booking  for  Cftriwtes  &  new  year  social  events 


ASSOCIATE  OFFICES  ALL  OVER  THE  UK 
London  Dublin 

^  Brighton.  NotUngham. 


Edinburgh 
Leeds.  SheThew, 


(Now  York) 
York 


such  as  ms  Executive  Bub.  1 1nvte  youlo  call  au} 
laficto  me  personafly,  f  am  usuafly  av^abta 
Sundays  3pm  -  7pm  and  Mondays  1pm  -  8pm  or 
talk  to  any  of  os- oifwr  24  staff . 

0171  499  8833 
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A  speedy 
antidote 


hangover 
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iSidw  is  the  winter  of  our  insurance  claims . .  .  Tony  Dawe  reports  on  a 


rrf~*  .itont  anrl  the  hazards  of  cold  weather 
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ly  inexpensive-  SheTives  in  a  .. 
.  village  not  feu-  from  Swansea, 
parking  the  car  m'agarage  fit 

byasKurTtylighthehinaher 

•  home,  arid  drives  ,  barely 
6,000  miles  a  year,  mainly  on 

’  local  roads.  *' '.l '!•' •,  "'J.  ' ' 

'  In  short.  Mrs  Darad  is  me 
' :  perfect  mbfor insurance  nslc 
Companies  would  -  fight;  to 
cover  lien  indeed  she  changed 

•  finns  eight  months,-,  ago  . 

.  because  she.  was/offered- a  - 
better  deal  Her  fully  cpmprrv 
hensive  premium  is  now;  just 

£81.65.  -  -  .-<•:=■":£  > 

V  With  insurance  costs  expect- 

ed  to  rise  this; -year:  ;«£. 
January  bemg  'the '  fnonm. 

-  when  people  toolc '  to  *ave 

money  after  Christmas;  over- 
indulgence, :  many  motors 
will  be  wanting  ta  know  Mrs 
Daniel’s  secret ,  ’  •  V 

r-*rthe 

■  .  pays  sor:titfle’ -vfcM: 

■  r  course,  that  sfiejg 

A  esafe  driver-  Sbe.^fe 

a  62L6  percent  dgcouDta&gy 
base  coKipiehenso«,i.,psefl^T 
um  :pf  .  E72L92 
registration  TiesST 
because’  she-'hasfgpoei 
years  wytiKWtJ 
:"Soraepebp 
me  of  being  to 
have  been  lud 

-  always  take  ca 
•Iji  out  cajunctityi 

rdactarit'.fo  O 
sure  !  cari  ® 
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scrapes  over 
studebtfs  car 

sdioolwhere 

.  but  we 

t_  ^Of_<vivilWv*K  ' 


- : - i„  the-  kitchen  telling  my  mum  that  these  things  happen  in  threes' 

5=**.^. — - xhj-ee  strikes 

and  Janine’s 

•  Male  drivers  m  their  -  •_ 

40s.  They  have  the  lowest  W  -|£*C«TO  1  C  111  ll 

number  of  accidents  Jpl.C&Wl'  vHil 

rwr  miles  driven 


^  &L  a 


-her  Fiesta,' Joyce  Daniel^s  modest  cars  keep  her  premiums  down 

_ •  -  rintU  nnhl 


. . .......£721.92 

_ „ _ 5  per  cent 

I.::,- _ .....40  per  cent 


■*53l 
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a  lamp-post  happen  m  pe  tu 
the  way  when  l  was 
but  of  my  drive*  .  V 

'  The  modest 

also  attracts  MrS:D^S^-: 

insurancse-camparas^^ 

.petrolbutwas  rartwrarthiktaj 
M  l  ottiy  insured  il  nuro  - 

paShe  tobk  out 'a  cbmp*^-^ 

give  premium  when,  she  rrmer- 
,  ited  ?iaODcc 

" maintained  her  egtotdfw-, 
ing  record  when  she  muv^an.. 

to  a  Morris  Marina  and I  *» 
discpwit  as  more  and  more 


tkjwerftmpsuias^ ;  ,.  r  . 
-J^THTMa^eaign  abisesf; every. 


drivferiisalv^s  • 


..  fdtawed  it  tip.  {Vi 

■ _ . _ nMmn 


Hktrdettdrtvfarg  discount.. - -  P^-^. 

j  No  c*»m  discawL--. . .  —  K  cent 

[  -  Discount  for  garaged  car..- - -  *“  579.66 

Premium . ~  3-.I £1.99 

'btttnBnwT’reiT^  ~  ”"  _  £81  .es 

TotalPremium— - - - ... 

•  fi^d&owir  istakm  off /fce  previous  amounj.  _  _ 

:  . 


MKfi  .pdiQr  is  cbmrng,  up  .  tor 
Jreoewai  Tpirt  out  feders  msec 

ifanyotiidrconipanyis  <^p- 

'  er ‘-iifld tinstimel managea^ 
save  E19  wife .  Zenith,”  she  - 

^aMxs  Daniel  was  iidentified  , 
;•  fot<^7l?7astiwperfj£^y 
PrermurnSeardi,  the  North; 
amptia^baScd ,  brokers  who 
Sid^her  tiie  better  deal 
.  “Based  .<n  mnr 


a  ix  i  uuAi-t,-  -  -  r 

^.amw-.  a  soflll  car  “ 


modest  value.*,  says  Karen 
Noble  cf  PremhfmSeardL 
•  Her 'company’s  idea  ot  tne 
perfect  risk  does  differ  sfightly 

frail  other  insurers.  The  latest 
quarterly  survey  ;fran  ;Vdo 
Insurance.Services,  based  on 
25,000 ctaiims.  suggests  *ata 
'Firit'owner  living  m  SuttotK, 
who  mainly  drives  cm  motor¬ 
ways  and  uses  wdl-ht,  multi¬ 
storey  car  parks,  is  lhe  idral 

driverl.  • 

:  Ve3b  justifies  tins  finding 
vviih  figures  which  show  that 


flats  were  the  cheapest  cars  to 

repair  —  with  an  average 
ao3ttent  repair  bill  of  £360  — 
and  that  motorways  are  Brit¬ 
ain's  safest  roads. 

The  company  also  reported 
that  only  1.4  per  cent  trf  car 
break-ins  occurred  to  vehicles 
left  in  multi-storey  parks  ana 
that  Suffolk  was  by  far  the 
cheapest  place  to  have  an 
accident,  with  an  average  cost 
of  D58.  for  each  claim.  The 
county  was  also  bottom  qt 
.  Royal  Insurance's  road  acci¬ 


dent  league  table,  with  only 
three  accidents  a  year  for  every 
thousand  people  in  the  county. 

Strangely,  West  Glamor¬ 
gan,  where  Mrs  Daniel  lives, 
has  repair  costs  higher  man 
the  average  for  England  ana 
Wales,  which  makes  her  in¬ 
surance  deal  even  more, 
remarkable. 

Her  premium  is  also  only  a 
quarter  of  the  average  figure 
for  a  gpod  risk  quoted  by  the 
Association  of  British  Insur¬ 
ers.  The  association  bases  its 
figures  on  the  comprehensive 
premiums  charged  by  its 
members  for  a  1300cc  family 
saloon  car  garaged  m  the 
Home  Counties  or  a  small 
.  provincial  city  and  driven  by  a 
mature  motorist 
The  latest  figure  is  E3tw. 
which  is  double  the  average 
premium  ten  yean  ago  but 
stfil  E64  below  the  peak  that 
was  reached  in  1993  after 
claims  resulting  from  enrne 
and  bad  weather  had  reached 

record  levels.,  _ 

With  premiums  expected  to 
rise  again,  more  and  more 
motorists  will  aspire  to  match 
t  Mrs  Daniel*  profile,  but  tor 
f  many  it  will  mean  changing  to 
f  a  smaller  car  and  moving  to  a 
less-acrident  prone  area. 


GOOD  NEWS, 
BAD  NEWS 


The  best  risks .. . 

•  Male  drivers  in  their 
40s.  They  have  the  lowest 
number  of  accidents 

per  miles  driven. 

•  Motorists  in  Suffolk 

or  Tyne  &  Wear,  where  the 
lowest  number  of  acci¬ 
dents  per  thousand  of  the 
population  occur. 

•  Drivers  of  Fiats, 

Ranqe  Rovers,  Peugeots 
and  Fords.  These  cars 
have  the  lowest  average 
accident  repair  costs. 

•  Motorists  who  fit 
alarms  and/or 
immobilisers 

•  Those  who  drive 
most  frequently  on  local 
streets,  where  the  aver¬ 
age  cost  at  accidents  is 
the  lowest 

...  and  the  worst 

•  Dnvers  under  18. 

They  have  the  highest 
number  of  accidents 
per  miles  driven. 

•  Motorists  fiving  in 
Greater  London  or  Surrey. 

which  are  top  of  the 
road  accident  league. 

•  Dnvers  of  Mazdas. 

Saabs  and  Toyotas,  which 
have  the  highest  aver¬ 
age  accident  repair  costs. 

•  Those  who  regularly 
leave  their  cars  outside 
their  homes,  where  39 

per  cent  ot  thefts  occur. 

•  Those  who  drive 
most  frequently  on  B 
roads,  where  the  aver¬ 
age  cost  ot  accidents  is  by 
far  the  highest  at 

£1,821  a|ime- 


The  string  of  disasters 
that  befell  Janine  Mar¬ 
shall  and  her  Ford  Fies¬ 
ta  this  week  —  and  ones  like 
them  —  spell  bad  news  for  aU 
motorists.  Miss  Marshalls 
car  was  hit  three  rimes  within 
an  hour  without  moving  on  a 
freezing  morning  as  drivers 
skidded  on  black  ice  outside 
her  home. 

The  Siberian  weather  con¬ 
ditions  which  have  swept 
Britain  have  caused  innumer¬ 
able  similar  accidents  and 
insurance  companies  are 
bracing  themselves  for  a  del¬ 
uge  of  claims,  which  are  likely 
to  lead  to  higher  premiums 
later  in  the  year. 

Like  many  thousands  qt 
motorists.  Miss  Marshall  is 
spending  this  weekend  filling 
out  insurance  claim  forms. 
She  should,  at  least,  find  them 
easier  to  understand  than 
most  because  she  is  an  insur¬ 
ance  underwriter. 

Her  misfortune  began 
when  she  was  woken  with  the 
news  that  a  car  had  skidded 
on  the  ice  into  her  Fiesta.  As 
she  telephoned  for  a  daim 
form,  she  heard  a  second 
bang-  A  Mitsubishi  had 
rammed  the  Fiesta,  shunting 
it  into  her  driveway. 

The  distressed  woman  who 
had  been  at  the  wheel  and  her 
two  children  were  driven 


away  by  a  friend,  leaving  their 
car  behind  the  Fiesta.  Then, 
proving  d\at  troubles  like 
insurance  forms,  can  come  in 
triplicate,  a  Vauxhall  Omega 

smashed  into  both  vehicle. 

“After  the  second  crash,  l 
was  sitting  in  the  kitchen 
teDing  my  mum  that  these 
things  happen  in  threes  when 
we  heard  the  next  bang,  said 
Miss  Marshall  of  Stockport 
Greater  Manchester.  I 
couldn't  believe  iL” 

Gary  Ashworth,  statistician 
at  Premium  Search,  insurance 
brokers,  says  that  accidents 
increase  by  about  30  per  cent 
in  icy  weather,  with  motorists 
skidding  off  the  road  and  into 

posts  and  other  vehicles. 

“A  long  cold  snap  will  add 
to  the  pressure  on  premiums," 
says  Suzanne  Moore  of  the 
Association  of  British  Insur^ 
ere.  “The  vast  majority  of 
claims  are  for  knocks  and 
bumps  and  these  increase 
when  the  roads  are  slippery.  ^ 
Premiums  have  dropped 
slightly  in  recent  years  as  the 
number  of  claims  has  fallen 
because  of  greater  efforts  to 
reduce  car  crime  and  less 
severe  weather  conditions. 
Crime  is  on  the  increase 
again,  however,  and  some 
analysts  have  been  forecast¬ 
ing  a  significant  increase  in 
motor  premiums  this  year. 
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They  appear  to  have  abandoned  all  contact  with  other  road  users,  preferring  to  behave  as  if  the  highway  was  provided  for  them  on  an  exclusive  basis 


Lady  drivers  of  an 
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uncertain  age 


The  last  time  1  raised  the 
delicate  matter  of  women 
drivers,  defending  them 
on  that  occasion  against 
chauvinist  prejudices,  several  men 
wrote  to  complain  that  I  had 
clearly  gone  soft  in  the  head  and 
that  they  liked  me  berter  when  I 
displayed  blind  prejudice.  So  this 
week  I  shall  revert  to  type  and 
have  a  go  at  women  drivers. 

Not  ail  of  them:  even  blind 
prejudice  needs  mitigating.  Taken 
as  a  statistical  collective,  the  insur¬ 
ance  companies  say  that  women 
are  safer  drivers  than  men.  They 
are  certainly  safer  to  be  around. 
They  are  unlikely  to  set  about  your 
head  with  a  starring  handle,  for 
instance. 

Again  taken  statistically,  the 
safest  of  ah  women  drivers  are 
elderly  ones.  The  image  of  the  little 
old  lady  in  her  Morris  Minor 


DRIVEN  TO 
DISTRACTION 


as?  1  Peter 
-"if  Barnard 


drifting  along  the  highways  and 
byways  without  causing  offence  to 
anyone  is  a  strong  one.  And.  in  my 
view',  somewhat  misleading. 

The  reason  elderly  women  do 
not  get  involved  in  many  accidents 
is  that  rite  rest  of  us  are  piling  into 
each  other  trying  to  avoid  them. 


Elderly  women  drivers  are  in  a 
world  of  their  own  on  the  roads. 
They  appear  to  have  abandoned 
all  contact  with  other  road  users, 
preferring  to  behave  as  if  the 
British  highway  was  provided  for 
them  on  an  exclusive  basis. 

This  is  not  much  more  than  a 
trifling  irritant  on  narrow’  country 
roads.  Here,  oncoming  males  are 
expected  to  reverse  for  miles  so 
that  the  old  dear  does  not  have  to 
set  a  spruce  tyre  upon  a  verge  or, 
heaven  forbid,  search  for  reverse 
gear.  She  stares  dial  stony  stare 
through  the  windscreen  and  we 
know  what  it  means:  the  cricked 
neck  shall  be  ours,  not  hers. 

One  of  the  strangest  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  elderly  woman  syndrome 
is  to  do  with  indicators.  No  matter 
how  new  the  car.  its  indicators  stop 
working  once  the  woman  who 
owns  it  reaches  the  age  of  60. 
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Perhaps  the  car’s  management 
system  has  derided  to  save  power 
on  indicators  in  order  to  maintain 
Hie  glow  from  headlights,  fog 
lights  and  even  interior  lights, 
which  never  seem  to  switch  them¬ 
selves  off. 

But  of  all  the  environments  in 
which  elderly  women  cause  alarm, 
the  motorway  is  the  prime  exam- 


pie.  These  drivers  are  not  even  part 
of  the  main  flow  before  early 
warning  signals  are  flashing;  as  I 
discovered  on  the  M4  this  week.  I 
was  approaching  down  a  slip'road 
with  only  light  traffic  on  the 
motorway  itself  when  a  car  drug¬ 
ging  alone  in  the  first  lane  simply 
refused  to  do  what  almost  every 
other  category  of  driver  would 
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have  done:  move  over  to  let  me  in. 
Needless  to  say,  the  driver  was  a 
woman  aged  about  65.  Within  100 
yards  of  forcing  me  almost  to  a 
.  halt  on  tile  slip  road,  she  pulled  out 
to  pass  a  lorry  without  indicating. 

f  think  I  know  what  is  going  on 
here.  Much  as  the  dreaded  Inter¬ 
net  defies  comprehension  by  a 
generation  of  older  people,  m  odem 


traffic  flews  are  a  mystery  to  many 
of  them,  especially  womem.There- 
fore  they  ,  sally  forth  wearing 
blinkers:  all  of  their  attention  is 
focused  on  getting  from  A  to  B.  Ear 
from  fiddling  about  in  handbags 
or  applying  mascara  at  tfte'wheek 

as  the  standard  image  suggests, 
elderly  women  drivers  are  in  feet 
concentrating  fit  to  make  Damon 
Hill  envious. 

They  are,  in  other  words,  the 
safest  drivers  on  the  read.  No 
wonder  the  insurance  companies 
love  them.  They  are  completely 
selfish,  in  the  truest  sense,  and  if 
the  rest  of  us  fa  their  selfishness . 
affect  us  then  we  have  only 
ourselves .  to  blame.  The  elderly 
woman  driver  is  at  once  a  perfect 
nuisance  and  a  perfect  example.of 
sun/ivaJ  in  the  hurlyhurly  of. 
modem  driving.  -.‘....I. 

So  I  salute  than  ...  as  soon  as 
they  are  safely  in  ray  rear  view 
mirror.  And  it  is  a  polite  salute,  for 
you  cannot  but  admire.tiieir  gall 
•  Entries  for  our  competition  to, 
give  the  Ford  Ra  a  nidaiarneTe^f 
daft  than  the  real  one  have  been^; 
pouring  in,  but  keep  them  coming. . 
The  dosing  date  is  January  13  and , 
the  winner  gels,  a  magnum  of  * 
champagne.  Postcards’  to:  Narrae 
That  Ka.  Car  97,  The  Times,  f 
Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN.\ 


Buying  cheap  can  cost  you 


Eve-Ann  Prentice  looks  at  the  figures 


that  may  surprise  car  fleet  operators 


CHEAPEST  AND  DEAREST 


Retail 

Mnthty  Cost  per 

price  £ 

cost  E 

mile 

Fiat  Cinquecento  900  S  3-dr  hbk 

6.132 

148 

21 .8p 

Nissan  Micra  1 ,0i  Shape  3-dr  hbk 

7,660 

161 

23.8p 

Rover  100  1  1i  Knightsbridge  3-dr  hbk 

7.046 

165 

24.0p 

Mercedes  S  600  limo  4-dr  saloon 

102,444 

1.709 

22Q3p 

Mercedes  CL  500  2-dr  coupe 

81,344 

1.254 

1655p 

BMW  4.41  7401  L  4-dr  saloon 

57.945 

1,163 

147.6'p 

The  price  tag  on  a  new 
company  car  can  be 
deceptive,  according 
to  the  latest  guide  to 
total  running  costs  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  vehicles  ranging  from 
the  humble  to  the  extravagant* 
ly  show-off. 

Curmudgeonly  or  merely 
cost-conscious  firms  which 
think  they  are  saving  money 
by  opting  for  the  cheapest 
purchase  price  when  choosing 
cars  for  their  employees  may 
be  sadly  disappointed. 

For  the  cheapest  model  in  a 
given  category'  is  sometimes 
more  expensive  in  the  longer 
term  than  a  rival  when  the 
hidden  costs  of  motoring  are 
taken  into  consideration. 

The  Company  Car  Cost 
Calculator  provides  a  fascinat¬ 
ing  insight  into  operating 
costs.  Compiled  for  the  past  12 
years  by  Lcasecontracts,  the 
company  that  prorides  many 
fleets,  it  shows  that  the  cheap¬ 
est  car  to  run  in  Britain  is  the 
Fiat  Cinquecento.  while  the 
most  expensive  is  the  Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz  S  600.  The  Fiat 
costs  21. Sp  per  mile  to  run  and 
the  Mercedes  a  whopping 
220. dp  a  mile. 

Geoff  Becque.  who  compiles 
the  guide,  says:  "The  bottom 
line  is  that  if  you  look  at  total 
operating  costs,  you  can  often 
enjoy  a  better  specification, 
higher  performance  vehicle 
and  better  motoring  than  if 
you  simply  based  your  choice 
on  purchase  prices." 

The  costs  have  been  calcu¬ 
lated  on  the  basis  of  a  range  of 
factors  including  depredation, 
fuel  ensis.  vehicle  licence, 
funding,  maintenance,  tempo¬ 
rary  replacement  vehicles.  AA 
Relay  Flus  membership  and 
fleet  administration.  Costs  in 
the  Calculator  are  also  based 
on  a  three-year  life  and  the 
driver  travelling  i 2,000  miles  a 
year. 

Startling  comparisons  can 
be  found  throughout  the 
guide,  which  takes  ail  the  hard 
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work  out  of  price-checking. 
The  Volkswagen  Polo  l.4iL  5- 
door  hatchback,  for  instance, 
costs  £9.165  —  £1500  more 
than  the  Hyundai  Accent  Ui 
3-door  Coupe  —  yet  costs  £193 
a  month.  £5  a  month  less  than 
running  the  Hyundai. 

“The  Polo  therefore  costs  the 
user,  or  his  company,  less  to 
run  over  three  years,  most 
particularly  because  it  should 
sell  for  a  much  better  price  at 
the  end  of  its  contract  period." 
says  Becque. 

At  the  luxury  end  of  the 
market,  the  Mercedes  Benz  E 
320  Cabriolet  two-door  soft  top 
costs  E52.075.  but  at  I05.9p  per 
mile  is  cheaper  to  run  than  the 
10625p  per  mile  cost  of  a  car 
which  is  £((,000  cheaper  to 
buy.  the  Range  Rover  4.0i  SE 
station  wagon  four-door. 

The  comparisons  become 
more  dramatic  as  the  price  of 
the  vehicles  increase:  the  Seat 
Alhambra  2.0i  SE  5-seau  five- 
door  people  mover  is  available 
for  the  same  monthly  cost  of 
£272  as  the  Daihatsu  Sportrak 
1.6i  Xi-SE  three-door  estate  — 
yet  costs  over  £4.400  more 
than  the  Daihatsu. 


Best  fuel  consumption 
comes  from  the 
Peugeot  205  l.S  D 
Level  I  three-door 
hatchback  diesel  at  5Smpg. 
while  die  Calculator's  gas 
auzder  awards  go  to  the 
Toyota  Land  Cruiser  Colorado 
3.4i  VX  four-door  castate  at 
Id.fmpg.  and  the  Range  Rover 
4.6i  HSE  station  wagon  four- 
door  estate  at  ISmpg. 

Ford’s  new  Ka  1.31  three- 
door  hatchback  makes  an 
impressive  debut  in  the  guide 
with  total  running  costs  of 
£190  a  month  l2u.7p  per  mile), 
as  does  the  new  fieet  contend¬ 
er.  the  Chrysler  Neon  2-0i  LE 
four-door  saloon  at  £289  a 
month  139.bp  per  mile). 

Fur  the  first  time,  the  Calcu¬ 
lator  shows  the  nei  monthly 
cost  in  1997/S  of  benefit  in  kind 


Peugeot  205:  leader  in  the  fuel  consumption  table 
AUTOFAX  by  Partdlong  and  Us  Evans 
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Good  news  for  the  company  accountants:  at  2I.Sp  a  mile,  the  Fiat  Ciaquecento  is  cheapest  car  to  run  in  Britain . . . 


. . .  while  providing  a  Mercedes-Benz  $  class  will  mean,  meeting  running  costs  of  220.9p  for  the  same  distance 


taxation  to  standard  as  well  as 
higher  rate  tax-payers.  This  is 
based  on  company  car  drivers 
who  have  an  average  business 
mileage  of  between  2.501  and 
17.999  miles  a  year  and  pay  fur 
full  private  use. 

A  look  at  (0S7\  Calculator 
shows  the  dramatic  change  in 
motoring  costs  in  the  past  10 
years.  Petrol  was  £1 52  a  gallon 
net  of  VAT  in  I9S7.  benefir  in 
kind  tax  was  based  on  engine 
size  and  you  could  buy  a  Mini 
for  £3.725.  The  cheapest  car  to 
run  back  at  the  height  of  the 
Thatcher  years  was  the  Austin 
Mini  City'  £  two-door  at  £151  a 
month  (I7.4p  per  mile),  on 
which  the  monthly  benefit  in 
kind  tax  was  EI2.tA 

The  WT  Cunifumy  Car  Co*? 
Calculator  havatla hlefnte  to  flee: 
managers  and  cxecumv*  *ith 
company  car  responsibilities  from 
Leaseconrraas.  Uiuristan  House. 
Pit  chill.  Evesham  UR//  5S«V.  let 
0I3S0  S70SS4.fax  OIS So  sr05*8. 
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New  gear  resolutions  SSSs 

G/  from  in«d  nru-H-i 


After  several  years  in 
which  sales  have 
shown  little  move¬ 
ment  from  a  level  of  around 
two  million.  Britain's  motor 
industry  might  gather  some 
New  Year  cheer  from  the 
latest  survey  about  car  buy¬ 
ers'  intentions,  writes  Alan 
Copps. 

January'  is  the  second  best 
month  for  sales  after  the 
August  rush  caused  by  the 
annual  registration  change, 
which  is  expected  to  disap¬ 
pear  this  year. 

But  January  1997  could 
see  a  rush  of  motorists 
visiting  showrooms,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  quarterly  Car 
Confidence  Index  produced 
hv  Autoglass,  the  wind- 


in  Mexico  in  R<a*e 
Honda  w«-  rue  ffejr  .  '  >:•  v  V 
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More  drivers  are 
planning  to  buy 

screen  specialists.  It  con¬ 
cludes  that  confidence  about 
car  buying  remains  at  a 
three-year  high,  a  level  first 
reached  during  last  year’s 
August  rush  when  the  P- 
plate  arrived. 

Mo  re  than  one  thud  of  the 
651  drivers  questioned  for 
the  survey  in  December  said 
they  intended  to  change 
their  cars  in  1997.  an  8  per 
cent  increase  over  January 
1996  when  28  per  cent  of 
those  questioned  had  plans 
to  replace  their  cart. 

Of  those  who  plan  a 

Moral:  listen  to 
Dr  Dashboard 

NOW  entering  his  third  year 
of  dispensing  wisdom  on  all 
matters  motoring.  Dr  Dash¬ 
board  always  aims  to  please. 
But  in  a  Christmas  card  from 
one  reader  he  has  received 
thanks  for  helping  her  win  the 
MGB  GTVS  featured  in  Car 
96  on  December  21. 

The  raffle  For  the  restored 
car  held  by  British  Motor 
Heritage  and  Motorcare  Ser¬ 
vices  raised  £25.000  for  chari¬ 
ty.  It  was  won  by  Jean 


change  in  1997,  33  per  cent 
said  they  were  intending  to 
buy  a  new  car.  The  average 
price  ofa  new  car  is  expected 
to  be  £1(1856.  an  increase  of 
£500  over  last  year,  and  13 
per  cent  of  those  in  the  new 
car  market  said  they  intend¬ 
ed  to  go  for  a  luxury  model, 
costing  more  than  £18.000. 
The  luxury  sector  is  already 
leading  the  way  in  a  sales 
revival. 

Andy  Edyveaa  marketing 
manager  for  Autoglass,  said: 
“This  is  excellent  New  Year 
cheer  for  the  car  market  It's 
also  good  new  for  Autoglass 
because  many  drivers  will 
be  getting  their  windscreens 
fixed  before  trading  their 
cars  in." 


•  LONDON 

A406  Upper  Edmonton. 

Major  roadworks  on  Angel 
Road  (North  Circular  Road) 
over  the  Lea  Valley  Viaduct  to 
add  lanes,  flyovers  and 
tunnels. 

A3  Kingston.  Northbound  : 
lane  closure  oh  the  Kingston 
Bypass  between  Shannon 
Comer  (A29S)  and  Coombe  . 
Lane  junction  (A238)  for 
work  on  Carters  Bridge. 

A3212  Westminster.  Bridge 
Street  and  Victoria 
Embankment  dosed  9pm- 

6am  at  weekends  in  places  ... 
between  Parliament  Square 
and  Westminster  Bridge. 
A3220  Earl’s  Court-Gas  -  ■ 
main  work  Sam  to  4pm  an  ' 
Warwick  Road  at  junction 
with  Phitbeach  Gardens. 

•  SOUTH-EAST 

A4  Reading,  Berkshire. 
Restrictions  and  lane  closures 
for  widening  work  between  - 
the  Hogarth  Roundabout  and 
Burghfield  Road. 

A330  Ascot  Berkshire.. 
Temporary  lights  fa- road 
widening  ana  new  ■ 
roundabout 

A27  Brighton.  Overnight . 

(1 0pm-6am)  maintenance  " 
wont  on  the  Brighton 
bypass'between  Hangieton  • 
Junction  and  DitchDng 
Road  Bridge.  ' 

A23  Patch  am,  East  Sussex. 
Lane  closed  on  the  sOp  roads, 
with  various  other  local 
restrictions  in  place.  - 
M25  Surrey.  Restrictions 
and  lane  closures  both  ways 
between  Godstone  and  the  • 
A3  as  major  widening  work 
continues  along  the  1 9-mile  .. . 
stretch.  . 

A3  Surrey.  Hogs  Back 
(A31),  long-term  roadworks  at. 
Stag  Hill  flyover.  Various 
restrictions  in  place. ' 

•  SOUTH-WEST 
A3Q22  Brixham,  Devon. 

Water  main  work  under  way 
between  Cudhill  Road  and 
Town  Hall. 

M5  Gloucestershire.  Major 
roadworks  with  canty  one  lane 

open  at  roundabout . 

junction  With  A41 9. 

M5  Gloucestershire. 
Contraflow  across  Avonmouth 
Bridge  with  a  50mph  limit 
Swindon,  Wiltshire. 
Construction  work  on  Renting 
Way  with  restrictions 
between  the  Magic 
Roundabout  and  • 
Whaiebridge. 

•  MIDLANDS  AND 
EAST  ANGLIA 

A1  Alconbuiy  Hflls, 
Cambridgeshire.  Down  to  one 
lane  northbound  at  the  A14. 
A38  Derby  southern 
bypass.  Roadworks  tor 
construction  of  A5S4. 

A6  Loddngton, 

Leicestershire.  Contraflow 
from  just  north  of  Ml  J24  to 
Sawiey  Island,  with  no  right . 
turn  into  Donington  Lane. 

A464  Haughton, 

Shropshire.  Temporary  lights 


fa  water  works  between' 

.Upton  Magna  and  Asteriey.  •' 
A41,  Wolverhampton,  West'. 
Midlands.  Temporary  lights  on '■-£ 
Bilston  Road  at  canal  : 
bridge.  ;  .-  “"t-'r 

A454  Mdridge,  West '  ..  '-'t-  ' 

Midlands.  Temporary  lights  on,-.1  * 
Walsafi  Road  between.  - . ‘3* 
Tyn'mg  Lane  and  Quicksand-  j> 
Lane.  • 

•  NORTH  •' 

A62  Chadderton.  Greater 
-  Manchester.  MBS  construction^ 

work  on  Oldham  Hoad  at  V; 
junction  with  Hofliiiwood  ■  ' 
Avenue.  ■>' 

A570  Bickerstetfe,  ...  .  '  ? 

Lancashire.  Bridge  works  at  - 
Rainford  Road  junction  wito  . 
M58.  Single  lanetraffic  in  both 
directions. 

A59  Much  Hooto 
Lancashire.  Resurfacing  work 
on  Uverpod  Road  cauang 
major  hold-ups  heatfing  to  and 
from  Preston. 

York  Inner.  Ring  Road 
Diversions  fa  outboiaTd 
traffic  on  Peashoime  Green. 

A19  Bentley,  South 
Yorkshire.  Rasdworks'at  the 
Bentley  Road  .flood  arches. 

A636  Wakefield,  West 
Yorkshire.  Diversion  fa 
roadworks  on  Denby  Dale 
Road  near  Ings  Road  function. 

Ml  West  Yorkshire.  Major 
roadworks  continue  around  - 
the  Leed»]unc&on  with 
lane  and  speed  restrictions.  - 
Delays  on  Ml ,  M621  and 
Dewsbury  Road.  . 

•  WALES  .  '  .. 

A482  Aberaeron, 

Ceredigion.  Upper  Aberaeron 
Bridge  on  Soutn  Road  ... 
dosed  fa  reconstruction  work,  fjj 
Diversions  via  Pan  teg  Road 
andtheA487.  ‘ 
A470nor6iofCefhCoed,  ' 

lightoon  ^wjn^oadfa^  * 
major  works.  40mph  on  A46S 
at  Ceih  Coed  with  temp 
lights  on  Aberdare  Road.  '  C.. 
M4  Swansea.  Carriageway  ;*j 
reduced  to  one  lane m  botii 
directions  fa  roadworks 
between  Swansea  and  Lterieffi: 
A472  Pon^pool,  Torfaen. : ■. 
Contraflow  between  . 

Pontymctile  and  Heron  .  -V.: " 
roundabout  '  .i-  '  ..;  ':  . 

•  SCOTLAND 

M8 Edinburgh.  Jundfibri 2 
Newbridge  Spur  @W).Msjor  - 
roadworks,  with  iteie  .  ' 

dosures  on  the  roundabout  - 
A8  Princes  Street,  ..  >  - 

Edinburgh.  Closed  eastbound 
to  motor  vehicles-  ; 

Diveraons  via  South  C3iak?t»\. 
Street,  Queen Streefand  . 

York. Place.  ■  •- 

A937  Montrose, Angus.  :':.T 
Roadworks  at  HidsiOB.  . .  ::-n  I-’ 
A701  Dumfries  and  - 
Galloway.  Roadworks  between, 
Parkgate  and  Efadtocfc ;  :  -y 

AS  Greenloanrng,  Perth  &  •-^T 
Kinross.  Corrtrsawwfodrmfles^  ^ 
eastofDunkefd. 

A76  Locfaffl,  East  Ayrshire. 
Temporary  lights  rwrth  to  NbW.  _ 
Cumnodc  -  '  "  ‘  'M 

•  -r  - 


Femandiz  of  Lyme  Regis. 
Dorset.  In  a  delighted  note  she 
says:  “It  is  all  because  I  read 
your  column  ...l  felt  it  such  a 
good  idea  to  support  the 
Marie  Curie  Cancer  Fund  but 
never  dreaming  in  a  thousand 
years  tftaf  the  car  could  be 
mine.  You  inspired  me.' 
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As  Britain  skids  into  wintry  chaos,  Ian  Morton  takes  part  in  a  dnvingtestwhere  it  gets  senouslycold 
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The  Volvo  V70  on  i 
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They  ■  wore  -  bulgmg  • 

blue  anoraks  and,  for  l 

hats  and  lur:  boots,-  5 
and  \xg  soaks-.  As-:  H 
/well  they,  might  Tfr^wwe  ! 

our  Swedish  hosts. experts  ma  ;. 

man  on  how  to  speeri  safely 
over  the  slippeiy  stufc  a™  . 
they  were  about  to  Witness  an 
amusing  exhibition..  British  •••• 
drivers  on  ice;  . 

This  was  Volvo’S  annual 
winter  test  whirl  ou  a  frozen 

lake,  aboutas.  far  north  as  yrai 

can  get  without  falling  into  toe 
Barents  Sea.  Russia  a  *wj . 
miles  away,  a  herd  of  rapdeer 
in  the  birch  trees  nearby,  and 

aprettyUppladymtrad^r 

offering 

rides.  Picturesque,  when  you 
can  see  it  forthearea  has  “dy 
three  hours  of  serm-dayhght  at 
this  time  of  year-  , 

And  there  is  cold,  damned  - 
cold,  and  thifr  fake  1  pto 
Overnight 

descended  to  mmus  26  centi¬ 
grade.  someone  was,  saymg. 

and  we  were  not  to  wony— ire 

craaks  when  you  walk  an  rt. . 
even  when  it  is  thick  enough-. 
They  had  drilled  through  to 
make  sure  there  was  more 
„  than  the  foot  or  so  of  thidm^s 

>  required.  This  wasa  effort. 

A  tractor^wwplpugh  had 

pushed  aside  a  tvro4^Jfa5«r. 

5snow  to  form  a  1.000-yard 
drSt  like  Tteuxton  tog 
worse,  all  beckoning  straight 

andsubtlesnakcysjao^^ 

tightening  w™**”?  5fJ?f 

arev-black  toe  instead  of  tar- 
SE  and  nnwfis into*®* 
.  Sd  of  grass.  G*  y** 

driven  ^ 


U  there  are  few  coospfcwmr 

r.  _ «r  tmilv»rV  #4l}rl«- 


ly  soured  or  badwdh^tdrides  . 
in  Scandinavia,  ai^  H:  .the 


ana  you  wu*  r 

,  out.  they  said.  A  tot  did.  •— 


Ulivcaa*  1AJV,47.  .  ^rV*  ” — 

do  not  snEferiwirHer’^wmg.  o 
Ifaey,  revel  in.it^ey^am,  on  c 
foeaTOsntw.totojra^feMSon  * 
ice  ami  snow.  Above 'afl».ihey  i 

‘  •  Tod; ;  might  1 

foor-whed-drive  wwdd  be  a 
necessity  rathertoan  aluxury ..  •< 
in  n Cnar^lmavian winte-.  but 
1  there  are  probably  more  og 
readers  in  Chelsea  than  the  . 

1  wiidfe  of  Sweden,  where  driv¬ 
ers  lake  pride  in  beating,  the 
btaard  with:  two  driven 
wheels,  and  fttor-wtwd-drive 
is  only  for  wimps,  woodsmen 
and  rescue  services- 
:  -  Although  it  has  been  pro-  ■ 
during-  four-  and  'even  six- 
wheddriye  amy.vdhJdes’fior 

^yearsi  Volvo  has  offered  only  •- 
■  catoiriDckl  with  aBromd  ppw- 

.  er  (the  .S50.  AWD,  now -tog 
replaced  ly  the  .V70.  AWP). 
and  Saab  has  yet  to  make  a 

showing-  ^Yet  both  manufao- 
;.  turers  have  b&ome .  turbo 
specialists. 

More  available. power  . rain- 
-  er  than  less  oa  slippery  sur¬ 
faces?  It  works  when  used 
properly,  and  becomes  stun- 

•  ningly  effechveinoOTjuiMSicm 

•  with  winter  tyres  with  metal 
.,-•  studs,  the  sort  of  Idtyou  never 
: .  see  In  Brtofru  another  . reason 

[  why  winter  will  always,  im- 
I-  pose  chaos  uptinus.  ;  ‘  . 

Is  tbere  a  more  sansfymg 
r  process  than  ,  charging  the 

-  m  of  a  tong  Bat  enm  off  an  ■ 
r  feeffadtinaddiber^estateof 

1  under-steer,  the  whole  car 

-  weaving  towards  apparent 


disaster,  the -front  tyres  free- 
spinning  and  singing  under 
gross  turbo  power,  the  balance 
-  •  held  in  the  tins  of  the  fingers  as 
■■  they  feet  and  control  the  pulse- 
ofthe  steering?  And  then,  with, 
one  gentle  quarter-torn  of  the 
wheel,  the  tyres  take  a  dean 
.bite.  into,  the  surface  and  the 
car  strtoghtejis  and  heaves 
forwudbvieninadreeaBe^ 

-  Or  perhaps  that  progression 
of 'events  when  a.  comer 
tightens,  the  car’s  speed  is 
patently., too.. great,  the  wheel  I 

.  goes  limp,  and  the  front  end  is 
'  heading  for  the  soft  snow  and 
the  disgrace  of  rescue  —  and 
then  you  set  the  steering  and 
haul  on  the  handbrake  for  a 
moment,  the  car  turns  magh 

-  cahy  on  its  own  axis,  the  front 

-tyres  grip,  and  off ’you  hare 
again  as  .same  bloke  behind 
.  explodes  into  the  drift  you 
r  -have just  avoided?  ' 


In astodadonwt& ^^^^^Sn*«Lfa£«ed  in  . ' 

V70  range?  .  ^  car,  foitore  in  coid 

2  WhatB  The  biggest  single  cause 

T^Lu  n  ™erit  on  tar  matotaance.  hew  mu^js 

■SasEssjessage 

ice  ductessVotvo 

driving  cat  a-frot®n  lake?. 

®  toSdvte  neKm*-' 


By.  means  of  sudi  adtw 

jry;  Scandinavtans 
discover  in  perfect 
safety. haw  to  inter¬ 
pret  what  their  cars  are  telling 
them,  how  to  anticipate,  how  to 
read,  and,  even  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  avoid  over-reaction. 
They  experience  juist  what  their 
care  will  arid  will  not  do  in 
extreme  circumstances.; 

And  as  they  enjty  this  hectic 

high-speed  learning  process, 
they  afe)  absorb  toe  essential 
virtues  —  applicable  on  public 
mads  all  toe  year  rounds  but 
.especially  important  on  dicey 
stifaces— of  smooth  accelera¬ 
tion  and  gear  work,  minimal 
tedong- dr  none  al  all;  genne 
wheel  movement,  constant  ob¬ 
servation,  planned  manoeu¬ 
vres.  Jetting  quicker  drivers 
through,  ,  and  giving  everyone 

•plenty  of  space.  Virtues  that  we 

in  Britain  all  too  often  recall 
;  .  toe  hard  and  expensive  way. 

Sometimes  it  seems  that  erne 

flash  ofthe  weather  gjrft 
white  winter  symbols  south  d 
.  Scotland  and  the  Ptennmes.  w 

':ariy  hint  that  Kent  and  toe 
Qrfswblds  are  in  the  path  ot 
the  .cold  front,  and  car  cora- 
muters  are  giving  themselves 
an  extra  half  hour  to  get  stuck, 
weekend  motoring  trips  to  see 
Grab -  are  postponed,  >  and 
kjdywo*  repair  speashsts 
everywhere  are  booking  Barr 
bados  for  next  summer.  .a 
to  these  matters,  we  might 
conclude  that  our  winters  are 
,  generally  too  short  and  lernmt 
,  ui  allow  us  to  team  very  mtH*. 

but  are  none  the  less  long  and 
_•  severe  enough  to  remind  us  of 
.  .  niWot  an  i  resdeauatekrt  we  are. 


differences 


Volvo  used  the  winter 
test  session  to  show  off 
its  latest  13-model 
range  —  the  heavily  revised 
850.  now  renamed  the  S70 
saloon  and  V70  estate. 

However.  Volvo- watchers 
should  be  advised  that  though 
the  overall  shape  is  similar  — 
850  body  shell  and  doors 
survive  —  some  1.800  changes 
have  been  made,  and  frwital 
and  interior  treatments  follow 
the  recently  revealed  C70 

Looking  to  the  range  to  help 
boost  overall  annual  sales  by 
a  quarter  to  500,000  by  the 
end  of  the  decade,  Volvo  has 
joined  the  middWxecuUve 
mainstream  with  a  sloping  V- 
shaped  bonnet  which  merges 
with  the  traditional  Volvo 
grille,  slimmer  headlamps, 
modish  thick-section  bump¬ 
ers.  flared  front  wings,  and 
more  windscreen  rake.  Inside 
the  fascia  has  softer  lines  and 
finishes  and  handier  switch- 
gear  (Audi  was  the  bench¬ 
mark  here).  . 

More  woocHnsert  choices 
seek  a  wider  up-market  im¬ 
pact  and  a  new  optional 
steering  wheel  combines 
wood  rim  and  leather,  the 
only  doubtful  touch.  Volvo  is 
particularly  proud  of  its  new 
door  panel  design,  and  safety 


improvements  include  mas¬ 
sive  new  B-piUar  treatment 
and  a  four-section  steering 

column.  . 

Seven  engines  indude  a 
more  powerful  25-litre.  20- 
valve  with  light-pressure  tur¬ 
bo  which  produces  maximum 
torque  at  only  l.SOOrpm. 
prices  range  from  £18.400  for 
the  S70,  with  a  ZtHitre  10- 
valve  engine  to  £27.900  for  the 
V70  with  sophisticated  triple- 
differential  AWD  (All-Wheel- 
Drive),  but  every  car  will  be 
built  to  customer  order,  and 
with  Sports,  Luxury,  and  CD 
option  packs  and  a  separate 
50-item  options  list  from  £20 
cuphoJders  to  E2.000  electron¬ 
ic  dimate  control  few  70- 
series  cans  are  likely  to  emerge 
to  standard  spec 
First  impressions  are  of 
conspicuously  rigid  construc¬ 
tion,  a  quiet  and  refined  ride 
even  in  rutted  conditions, 
ample  power  delivered  with 
huge  self-assurance,  and  a 
classy  and  spacious  interior. 
The  Swedish  carmaker  has 
really  proved  in  recent  yeans 
that  safety  sells  and  although 
Volvo  has  gone  to  great 
lengths  to  add  performance  to 
its  virtues,  the  overwhelming 
sensation  remains  a  feeling  of 
secure  wellbeing  in  hostile 
conditions. 


Volvo  S70  ssdooni'ttae  ove^helmtag  sensation  remain  a  feeling  of  secure  wellbeing 

Why  do  we  make  the  discontent  of  our  winters  worse? 

How  drivers  catch  a  cold 


WILL  the  British  ever  come  to 
terms  with  even  a  sprinkling 
of  snow?  It  is  easy  to  see  why 
we  ate  so  often  caught  out;  we 
make  few  or  no  preparations 
for  cold-weather  driving- 
According  to  toe  RA.C,  ev¬ 
ery  £1  spent  on  winter  mainte¬ 
nance  saves  £9  in  terms  of 
induced  accidents,  traffic  de¬ 
lays,  and  lost  production.  Yet 

almost  half  the  2.1  mfljton 
breakdowns  which  the  RAC 
dealt  with  last  winter  could 
have  been  avoided. 

Biggest  let-down  is  the  tmn 
battery-  Too  many  motorists 
expect  the  modem  pawe^ 
pack  to  live  forever.  But  if  an 
ageing  or  ailing  tottery  is 
going  to  expire,  it  will  proba¬ 
bly  do  so  cm  llie  coldest  day  of 
the  year.  Even  new  cars  are 
immune*  the  eroWth  of  m- 


car  electronic  equipment 
means  an  increase  in  tottery 
drain. 

Other  dearies,  notably  dis¬ 
tributors  and  alternators,  are 
a  major  problem  too,  and 
damaged  tyres  have  a  habit  of 
stumping  in  toe  snow  — 
wheel-changing  comes  hi|h 
up  the  rescue  list  during  the 
very  worst  weather.  Worn 
treads  will  be  at  their  least 
effective  on  slippery  roads, 
and  are  never  worth  the  risk. 

Cold  conditions  should  nev¬ 
er  be  tackled  with  low  oil  and 
screen-wash  levels,  and  wash 
bottles  need  a  higher  propor¬ 
tion  of  additive.  Smeary  wiper 
blades  should  be  replaced. 
Lamps  must  be  checked  for 
dead  bulbs  and  wiped  dean 
before  any  trip.  De-«»r  for 
and  locks  and  damp- 


start  spray  could  prove  a 
boon.  An  old  handbrush  and 
a  properly  designed  plastic 
scraper  are  essential  if  you 
want  to  avoid  using  your 
credit  card  to  dear  the  screen. 

A  serious  winter  journey 
demands  even  more  prepara¬ 
tion.  Many  a  motorist  has 
been  grateful  for  jump  leads, 
tow  rope,  snow  chains,  old 
sacks  or  matting,  small  shov¬ 
el  blankets,  powerful  torch, 
first-aid  kit,  a  stock  of  energy- 
rich  snacks  such  as  biscuits 
and  chocolate,  and  a  supply  of 
morale-raising  tapes. 

Remember,  too,  the  tank 
should  be  kept  full  -  cars  use 

more  fuel  in  winter  —  and 
should  the  worst  happen,  a 
running  engine  may  provide 
the  most  wdcome  warmth 
umi  pvpf  pxnerienced. 


■I  HR  DASHBOARD'S  COLD  COMFORT 


•  Above  all.  ask  yourself:  is  this  journey  really  necessary?  If 
you're  not  convinced,  don't  go  out 

•  If  your  battery  is  the  old  type  that  needs  topping  up.  djeck 
levels  now.  top  all  terminals  clean  tight  and  covered  m 
waterproof  jelly.  If  in  the  slightest  doubt,  replace  it 

•  Check  the  cooling  system,  and  add  anti-freeze  if  necessary. 

•  Make  sure  that  tyre  treads  are  not  worn  and  that  tyres  are 

•  Check  oU^ari^waTer  levels.  Mate  .sure  that  fan 

and  that  spark  plugs  are  properly  adjusted,  their  leads  are  firmly 
in  place  and  free  from  dirt  or  cracks.  _ 

•  Lubricate  door  locks,  check  the  demister  is  working  properly 
and  that  the  number  plate  is  clean. 

•  Make  sure  all  lights  are  working  and  all  lenses  are  clean. 

•  Fill  screen  wash  bottles  and  use  an  additive  to  prevent 
freezing.  Check  the  adjustment  of  screen  washers  and  wipers, 
not  forfeiting  the  rear  wiper  if  fitted.  Replace  worn  wiper  blades. 

•  Ensure  the  feel  tank  is  full.  Cold  weather  increases  fuel 
consumption  and  journeys  take  longer  than  expected. 

•  Make  sure  your  radio  is  working  properly.  Weather  forecasts, 
police  warnings  and  advice  from  the  motoring  organisations  can 
be  invaluable.  , 

•  For  regular  use  equip  your  car  with  de-icer,  damp-start  spray, 
a  plastic  scraper,  torch  and  a  dry  doth  or  chamois  leather  for 
drying  inside  windows. 

•  In  really  severe  weather  or  for  long  journeys  take  an 
emergency  kit  jump  leads,  tow  rope,  a  shovel,  some  old  sacks  or 
matting  to  give  tyres  extra  grip  on  ice,  warm  wateirroof  clothes, 
blanket,  flask  of  warm  drink,  food  (biscuits  or  chocolate  bar), 
lock  de-icer  and  chains  to  go  on  your  tyres. 

•  If  things  look  really  bad,  take  a  mobile  phone  or  let  someone 
else  know  your  proposed  route  and  your  estimated  rime  of 


AUDI  APPROVED 


If  you've  bought  a  used  Audi  and  want  to  turn  back 
the  clock,  please  do. 


Contact  us  to  find  out  more  about  our  14  day  exchange  plan. 

Audi  Approved  Used  Cars  0345  55  22  66 


Audi 

Varaprung  Tachnik 


Audi  at 
Dovercourt 


BATTERSEA! 
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Audi 

Approved 
Used  Cars 


Dovercourt  Audi 
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H.  R.  Owen  Audi 

'n^drlsiHci/ss,  fc'rig'.var;  Ron.:,  CoTindr.ie,  Lardc-r:  NvV3 

Telephone:  0181  205  5050 


Franklin  Audi... 

the  forecast  is  quattro. 

9£>  AS  42  quattro  SFDHT  *  *  *  *  *  ST 

95M  se  4.2  qaatUD  *•*■»**  1ST  23S.S0C 

9411  fi84.2$Wttro  *»*  +  +  41 T  £33. SOU 

%M  S2  CCUPE  qi^rjo  *  *  *  *  *  UT  £32, SCO 

95M  S2  COUPE  qwnra  **+■**  33T  CZf.IsJJ 

m  SB  SiUCH  quattro  a  *  *  *  *  £3  £33.030 

■36?  £4  2.9  qjaltro  *  +  »•»•*  2T  CP .0.5. 

531  **"*»*  351  fD.CDS 

92J  ICO  2.3  quattro  *  *  S3T  £11.750 

**E‘rrA!!;cO  S?JC  »«» i-iTr-Z  COM  ***»LE;T^3  i  AIS  »" -  »T.?-T4L  trrC 

Audi  :xnn 

0113  263  3431.  Eves  0589  498*90 

ANOTHER  T-.  CAPS  A'.'AaSKIC  S'.'ERt'  KPrCfflWTWi 
open  ;  days  sunoay  u-  s  4  sytnes  cowPflVf 


CLASSIC  CARS 


ETYPESDFBC 

1970,  Regency  red. 
black  leather,  chrome 
wire  wheels,  superb 
condition,  £15300. 

01249  661060/ 
01380860330 


RT*7J»Ki  1  A ; 


1600  Mark  2 

BRG/Tan  intanor 

£13,500 

Tel:  0171  6385430. 


FERRARI 


MONDIAL  8 

Rosso/Black.  57K,  81 
X,  Full  Ferrari  SH, 
superb  example. 
£15,500. 

0117  9584040. 


four  wheel  drive 


SHOGUN 

3Ave,5dr,S5M1 
Hanover  Green,  V  loaded, 
aurcwu.  18k 

£26,500  ono. 

01162702368(H)/ 
01162330911  (W) 


CONTRACT  HIRE 


IVER  VILLAGE  CARS 

QUALITY  AUDI  SPECIALISTS 


95’N'  AG  23  Quattro  Estate.  Quart,  cfirruaa,  RR  alleys - £23995 

94T.1  S4  Estate  Auto,  Volcano.  cSmata  rear  seat,  ESH - £22995 

94‘L’S2  Coupe.  &h*r  /  laattaer.  ak  con.  S  speed - *21995 

EW'M- Coupe  2.8  Quattro.  SUver.  ar  can,  atrbaQ.  aOoyo - *18995 

93'L'  S2  Estate.  Indigo.  6  speed.  Avus  afioys.  CD.  ESH  ... — £17995 

33'K-  Catxtaiet  23  E.  While !  BhJS  hood . -  - - £13995 

93K  BO  2.6  E  Estate  Red  ale  r/r  aRoys - - - - *9,995 

95'M'  AA  1.8  Amazon.  ESH.  EW . . . . . - . -£13995 

9*'L'  100  2.0  E  Estate,  Hack.  ESH.  RR.  alloys.  36k . *12995 

931  94  modsM00*flSE  Estate  Hack,  filtoys.  Rfr.SSH . £12495 

93'K1  Coupe  £6  E  White.  17"  atays.  ABS . . . -£1 1995 

93  K-  80  2.0  E  Estate  Aula  ESH.  ABS.  4Sk . — . £10995 

93'tC  1002.6  E  Estate  Indigo.  ESR.  CD.  walnut  ..  . ..  ..£9405 


IVER,  BUCKS 

Tel:  01753  650909  Fax:  01753  651019 


L rcg.  40k.  fabulous. 
Clifford/  tracker/  CD. 
Owner  going  abroad. 

0171603  6825. 


ALFA  ROMEO 


GTV6TB 

240hp 

autodelta.  RHD, 
2300mls.  metallic 
black.  £28,500. 

01403  871464. 


ASTON  MARTIN 


I  Lancaster 

SEVEHOAKS 


96  DB7  Coupe  Ants 

Malvern  Silver  .  JCP.0.A. 
96  DB7  Coupe  Auto 

Brecon  Bbck  . .  *72,950 
95  DB?  Coupe  5  Speed 
Pesnitk;  Crc  •  •  ^W-950 
87  VS  Vactaje  Auto 

SulioOt  Red  . . .  *49.951.' 


Contact  David  Bradshaw 
MOBILE  0463  320567 

«nn»''jl5JSl»r;!iecr.H«RU*i,j5t:r.T.irt;,-i 

01732  456300 


328i 

Cortv  Auto,  96N,  artic 
grey,  grey  leather,  IT’ 
alloys.  CDx12,  many 
extras,  11k. 
Stunning  example. 
£34,995. 

TefcDI 223  300300. 


525SE 

94N1.  metallic  Arctic 
grey,  air  con.  52,000 
miles,  sunroof,  radio 
cassette,  alarm.  FSH. 
£15.750. 

01243  585942. 


Avus  Blue,  latest  3.B 
engine.  K  Reg,  Elec  Sport 
Seats,  2 owners.  lOstak 
remote  CD.  63K, 
immaculate.  BMWSH. 

£21,95C. 

Tel:  01737  832417 


M3 

or  328i 

High  mileage  car  with 
FSH  preferred. 

0468  837816/ 
0181  890  3169. 


SPECIALISTS  IHs 
•  CONTRACT  HUtE 

PLATINUM  •W^PUKHAM 

HUiujKiTounvBfcUFEpjesE^  •  FLEET  MANASBffiNT 


STOP  &  LOOK 


FULL  MAINTENANCE  CONTRACTS  WITH 
AWAS/nmauw/DREaauntaismoRzmtxMinB 


T  ’  BMW~  Iff  MPV'S  ) 


a»£2Z2Rs&r£Z77 

—  5SBHES — 

ss£420 


CABRIO'S 


1  nMab  «■  nA)Ht  is  VAT  -  Owto  **  b«4  OB  :h3V!afW  rnfnl 
*L  cMatf  kfcn  UW  hi  mi  tS  ewriMd  oh»f  *d6i«r  H  ** 


....  - FOR  INFORMATION  1  QUOTES  ••••  -  — 

TEL:  (01924)  299991  X  : 

THE  CONTRACT  HIRE  AND  LEASING  SPECIALISTS 


Contract  Hiro 
Finance  Lease 
Personal  Contracts 
Hire  Purchase 


Audi  A3  l.B  T  Sport,  M/Paint . £297  pem 

BMW  3  Series  from . . . £210  pern 

BMW  3181  S  Coupe,  M/Paint.  S/R..~£29l>pcm 

BMW  5281  SE . £496  pem 

Flat  Ulysees  (People  Carrier)  front  ...*199  pem 

Flat  Bravo  1.8  HU,  M/Palnt.fAWTf.mW - 

Jeep  Cherokee  4.0 _ £36^ 

Land  Rover  Discovery  &0oor 
Mercedes  Benz  C 
Mitsubishi 
Peugeot i 
Renault ' 

Rover  G( 


^  01473  221288/99 


320i  TOURER, 

■WHnK&m 
57.0W  ndn. 
knmiE  condDon.  BMWSK 
£9.000. 

Tei 

01906  81 1963(h) 
0802  445704/mJ 
01908  561330(W). 


Ol'kOEN  IN  ST  IVES 
rX/:X  AMURIOCESHIRE 

[ah mmmm 


n  atu  w  ni6ita.«;ir« . nv> 

SI  UUHSHOOMsBAK . -BWB 

siuuawiMBditbt* . 

SiHUSttasKIS  . W8 

BMUnWkWAB . AW 

sHZKnmmB»LHvAK  .  am 
snenuonuioaa4i|Bkix  am 

WSODUBlDBtttmK . BIB 

SI  a  U  BW3  Dot Mwite  H ....  AW 


!'\Kk  (.AK-U,IS 

l51.  ;ii..,ilvi^  ili:  (  \  l  .  'll » ■  • 

=:  OJiJff}  4944  ',2  = 


FERRARI 

AUTHORISED 


Lancaster 

COLCHESTER 

5X  355 

F  SC  .‘I  CS2.C00 

6X  348 

FROM  C48.000 

4X  308/328 

FROM  C34.GOO 


Tel:  01732  884408 


BuajthTi7 


SraKdacsm- Beane  Enttn»wC«ilra'Baa#  &zen -KaBtTH15S)3 


Contact  Sieve  Cockelt 

01206  855500 


Direct  Rentals 


AMT  tAAKE,  MODEL,  MILEAGE  Off  PROFILE  QUOTED 
BUSINESS  USERS  ONLY  -  YOUR  CAR  PURCHASED  FOR  CASH 


m 

7 


!  STOCK  CLEARANCE ! 
MEGA  DEALS  ON 
'N'  &  'P'  REG  CITROEN 
XANTWS  A  RENAULT 
LAGUNA'S 


wamm 

1.9TB  IX, 


ra  r'.P:VT-;Fyp 


NEARLY  NEW  SELECTION 

'P’KEOfCABLYNEIV  DLCONIMCT  VB00UES  -  3  X  35  #  10K  RJL 


MEDIUM 

A 

SALOOM 


EXEC 

A 

SPORTS 


BOUT  LSD  MAM  ..*179  MN  TBAMSTJt*  IHQ  .  J3S5 

rowaiaoo . *229  wmtuhhtluton  ...xxss 

Also  COMHTmVt  H NANCE  UA5E/UASE  PIIKHML  OmONS 
ffi.  4  TB  UASI  (MO  WJTWMST  BS5WB  94  HG  E22S 


NEW  VEHICLE  SELECTION 


KUGH>T]MXUIT5M.*in  MBWWiaifO  . £09 

CBJCAl  JST . *299  H0N0B)  UUTD  ....*299 

LAGUNA  12 END . XI 99  rtHIAUGS  . -MM 


AUMM1JMAN . X3»  SAM 9W CONVERT1BIE  .X32S 

RATlinSB  Z2n> . X211  GOITGIISVIB . X219 

MEGA  DEALS  OH  All  lAGONJK  S  DON'T  MISS  OUT  B 
12  BID  ROM  CT89  -  2.0  Iff  MTU  SUMOOF  H89 


I  -  3  MONTH  DEALS 


,  AVAILABLE  NOW! 

KunoTMAi.vin - on  .  . 

HOMxo/wvnu/viauAto&-nn  I  MBC  £130  AVAN!  GARDE 
MBCEMnDAVAWGtfDE 
FUU.  RANGE  Of  C  OASS 
i£tU5  COUPE  FOB  ffiW 
I  (BPWCHASEEMA 


Tel:  01902  353393  Fax:  01902  353150 


The  Best 
als 

LOOK  AT  THESE!!! 

80,000  miles  main  tain  once.  48  months  @ 

Audi  A3  USE _ £328.02 

Andi  A6 16  SE,  5  Door.  Estate . . — £47198 

BMW  3I6L4  Door - - £315.49 

Otroen  Xaotia  2.0  SX,  5  Dr,  Air  Con  £30409  . 

FORD  MONDEO  IB  LV,5  Door».„ £251.75 

HONDA  ACCORD  1A.  4  Door _ £26033 

JAGUAR  XJ6  33  EXECUTIVE,  Auto _ £64339 

MERCEDES  E200  CLASSIC,  4  Door._ . -....£41832 

NISSAN  ALMERA 14. 5  dr.  Equation _ £205.60 

PEUGEOT  406 1£  LX  16V.  Air  Coo . ;.£27930 

PEUGEOT  406  Ub  EXECUTIVE  TURBO  EST. .  ...£40142 

RENAULT  LACUNA  23.  Amo.  Air  Con,  WB - £27833 

SAAB  900i  iO.  5  door _ £32239 

TOYOTA  CARINA  IS  E  GS.  Liftback - £26163 

VAUXHALL  VECTRA  L8  LS 16V  EST. - £28047  • 

VAPXHALL  VECTRA  2.0  GLS 16V,  H/B - £30603 

VW  PASSAT  lJISETDi  (90),  Air  Coo - £31647 

■nMMi Mi  m  Contract 


hi- 1 


tui>  uaijiKi" 


Teh  0121  717  7333  0PEESMES 
F^x:  0121  625  3552  olSSSEU 


F355GTS 

■WBM* 

£89(950. 
Imntac. 
0973  616161 
(prtv). 


308  GTS 

1979  carta  mocWL  n dog*  dra 
50K.  lew  bopki  ml  bhw  wrdc* 
MMHy,10Kvm<nMRaynn. 
NmttoiMbdlhiMAnt 
oMttden,  nxBa  rad.  avma 
ttartor,  immoMUcr,  CO.  pd«n» 
nk.  CttlwyOm*  Stocq* 
01753  644T7B  or  037B  3«56S. 
£30flQ0. 


FOUR  WHEEL 
DRIVE  WANTED 


HONDA 


r - 

j 

1 

2.3SR 

M  rag,  motaBK  ttbrtar.  Mack 
leaihw.  manual  stoctric 
nmooL  ctectric  wmdowrs. 
Fufl  Smvie*  Htexv 

£13*506  ono. 
01714518716. 

ii 

i  . 

BRAVO  1.8HLX 

tnkOBdc.immacidate.Jan 
96. 34WO  m«o*. 

£114)00. 

Tab  0181 3608776. 


AERODECK  ESTATE: 

2  Lrtro  TlS"  Automatic 
40.000m.  F.S.H. 

‘94  M  Reg. 

£12,250. 

Tab  01438  820935 
(Herts). 


HONDA  NSX 


juvecomumvao  setupkrk  ts 
node  at  aor  «&•  tfaiw  n  Cfclm 
2-0  4  door  9SK  EJDOOnla 
caUa  20  man  96N 
13000nltaa  £33^96.  Olttan 
2JT  4  door  am  96N  kallwr 
ClA^Oa  OMtaa  3UJ  4  floor  PBI» 
hwttwr  8k  mllm.  ELSJ60Q. 
Oltbmn  2.9  12,  4  door  mo 
P8K  imcbar  Mr  bDm  K1&.500 
'  mda»19Mt4Joof«Bo98W 
616.996.  Ulrtam.  20  ostata  mto 
MM  8k  Mm  CL799*. 
HondM  15  gtt*  X  mu  96  N 
8k  Imtlm  £1 6000.  Maadao  M 
dtla  MW  Ml  UK  dr  com. 
£13000,  FbOM  wteta  aU 


FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


CHEROKEE 

Ltd,  : 

•uu.  L  rej,  met  blue,  damd 
Idle,  ate,  doc  wlm  A  m 
cnds&imJodb£cB»i»d  JO 
CD.  fiban.  new  cym.  FSH. 
,33Knl«.  immac  coo.  £]  M05. 
01819942842 


CHEROKEE  LTD 

.  &4L<Sraari/  gray  doth.  1 
owner.  18300  mfloa.  FSH, 
«Mrak  ganidrw  &  immac 
£16.350. 

.Mo  daatara  or  erffarx. 
01932  868439  Home; 
0171 872  002B  Office. 


CITROEN 


Q  LUTON  OTROEN  CENTRE 

WaUMSiHlUCN - 4JB 

nfznjDWAteviJDKU . . ■£» 

msmamteMtipiBKiKife . am 

HKXMUaUVIWIidDtaGia.lKIBB . S0» 

nusuiiwitirii . - . am 

wauAiMifcMUXtti . am 

W^MBfcdS11SmAla^Aai»art»iF.SmiU.WBb . W» 

NrSm^2iU]SdLMo.hiA>ih«MIBh;W^> . - . 4MM 

9BlShU51law<— ttr*hyitibi.l£eta . - . 4XM 

NrZXUAnTaMIW&fcfc(kiRinkDhB«BlH . -®* 

WtniUM*DW&rWalUadttahi»afaiMr . JAM 

BIXafitUVStMkaMeBhd . J0JB 

NFI«afcUM(BWS'4Bnh<tirCetttea|«fJndf. . X0J9 

W  ZX  U  Tali  OWIldhe  ten  Gnelfli  eta . . MB 

Many  nWa  anfiiUe.  PV«  coetact  ear  Siks  Depute*. 
Tefcffcooe:(H5824S6888 


ISUZU 

Trooper  12.  Gjtadon. 
LWB.  92K,  sflvex. 
44,000  miles,  a/a,  FSH. 
£13^250. 

TeL  01932  253578 


LAND  ROVER 


BMcmnteuitag 


NEW  97  LAN  DROVER 


DIESEL 


»iTj  a :  k  te  i  •;  -1*1 


Fantastic  savings  on  ad  mod eW 
WHY  PAY  MORE? 

WO  »upp*Y  aB  othar  makaa  at 
vateeiM  wo  ptaaso  cal 
lora  quotation 

Leaaa  hira  quotations  avniteM*  ; 
on  raquest 

Tc*  01703  47  02  08  or 
Fmq 01703  47 1707 


BMW  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


BMW  AUTHORISED  DEALERS  (NOW  ON-UNE) 

For  an  Approved  Used  Car  brochure  and  details  of  your  nearest  dealer  call  0800  325600  or  E-Mail  via  the  BMW  UK  Web  site  http'7/www.bmw.co.uk 

BW>  auowmi  lK£C  SFfC.  aflf  “,AL  VkE  CiAJ  fXfi  E ear:  AHIKWSfcl'  K4LERSHPS  »  Ml  tCWH GF  SHIJIW,  B£-t« 


Stephen  James 
Clock  Parade,  London  Road 

Enfield  EN2  6JG  W 

9 BN  M3  Evo  Com,  Dakar  Yal'wm.  Uhr.  OS^k.  SK  .  ...£32^995 

95N  M3  Saloon  Anus  Biu&BlaCr-  Ltnr.  FuU  Spec. . . *25.995 

95M  M3  Casmoo  BteOi^ilver  Ufv.  Full  S(wc.  WT.  ...£31,995 
94M  M3  Cpe  Daytona  VSoi«/t  <2  Grey  L1H.  fcSpiler.  3EX  £26.995 
94L  M3  Cpe  Avus  Blue.'SBverLlfTr.  AW.  Alloys.  29K  ....  £26.995 
93L  650CI  A  Bright  Red/Bteck  L*r.  High  Spec.  33K  -  -..*40,995 
94M  940 Ct  Auto  Orient  £Huo/S*Ivw  Ltnr.  Good  Spec .  35K  £37.995 
S1H  7351  ASE  Laser  Bljs/5*«r  Uhr,  Full  SE  Spec.  29K .  £15i4M 
SON  7401  V84.4  Mojave  BrcmrV&md  Be*ga  Uhr.  5K  _  £  POA 

94M  740i  VB  0*1  am  Greer/Sand  Beige  Uhr,  11K . -C34*95 

95M  74ffl  V8  Cosmos  Black4irpy  Lmr.  Good  Spec . £30,995 

ML  73«  VS  Ste4,ng  Siver«k  Uhr.  Good  Spec.  39h  --£23.995 

96P  7351  VB  Oxtonj  GiWVSand  Boge  Uhr.  9K  — . *  POA 

06N  rosi  VB  Cosmos  BWSandBage  Uhr.  T3K .  .  £  POA 

95N  5401 V8  Asc«  Grecn/Stoi^  Lttv.  Art  Cor,  7K - *31,995 

95N  5251  SE  Auto  Sorrento  Bua’Grey  Leather.  20K  ...  £23,995 
S2K  4251  SE  Auto  Isrard  &SKfi.ParcJvnenl,  GTS.  40K  ..*J5,C95 

96N  52W  Sc  Auto  Fjord  Grey.’Sit/er  Clcth.  10K . *22^95 

94L  5201  ASE  Sterling  Stiver, ■ Bflr  Uhr.  A/C.  OBC . C1G.995 

93K  325)  Auto  Cwv  Diamond  Blact:Sitver  Ltftr,  tQK . *18,995 

93L  3251  Man  Comr  A/CtaC-Slacr  Uhr.  OBC.  CD.  26K  .  C24.9K 
96N  32»  M  Coupe  Bo5i«V&&qfl  Uhr.  Auto  AC,  9K  . — *29,995 
9SN  328)  A  Coupe  Mores  Greon/U  G«y  Uhr,  AC.  23K  .£23.495 
94M  3251  Coixw  Jet  BlaA'Arfh  Ctotn.  ESH.  AC.  :sk„.  £19.995 
96H  31EU  s  Coupe.Cosmos  BUsk'Arrthraote  CtOlh.  6K  .  *20,995 
95M  31H  S  Coupe  Bnght  Hed/Anihf«st0  Vcktur.  UK,..— *17,995 
95M  31®  S  Coups  Alpine  W/KteVctet  3 tee  Velour,  MK  .*17,995 

95N  315  SE  AJpme  V/we,An9vact:e  doth.  10R-. . *17,995 

92J  31S  Lagoon  Green’Parchrrient  Cotlt.  »K . *11,495 

96N  31HSE  Auto  Boston  Greea'Sitws-  Orth.  &K _ *18,995 

96N  3161 M  Compact  Bngni  Red/Anm  Oatn.  :3K _ £  14.935 

93K  3161  A  Lux  Tour  Sterling  Silver  Antn  Oom.  23K _ *11.995 

Please  call  tor  details  oi  our  complete  stock 

0181  367  2626 

0860  855850  Evenings  and  weekends 


Cotswold 


96P  840iA  Arctic  Silver.  Alpirta  Alloys . E58£9S 

95M  7401  Ascot  Green,  22K  . . . -£36,495 

95N  7401  Aspen  Stiver.  Comfort  Seats.  30K . £33 £95 

95N  520  SE  Oxford  Green.  A/C.  Alloys.  UK . £18,995 

95N  M3  Estoril  Blue,  Air  Con.  Uhr.  10K . £37,995 

96N  3281  Conv  Montreal  Blue.  AC.  Lthr.  14K  ,_E32^95 
96N  328  A  Cpe  Sport  Montreal.  ESR,  Lthr.  9K  ..£28,995 
9fiP  32B  A  Cpe  Morea  Green.  AC,  Ex-Demo  -.£28,995 

9SN  32S  YDS  ASE  Arctic  Grey.  AC.  24K....> . £20,495 

9SM  325  A  Cpe  Bright  Red.  ESR.  Alloys.  27K  ....£19,995 
92K  3251  Cpe  Granite  Silver,  ESR.  Alloys.  d2K  ..£14^9 5 
96N  323  A  Coupe  Bright  Red.  ESR.  Ex-Demo  ..£22,995 
9BP  320)  A  Tour  Boston  Green.  ESR.  Aloys. — £24,995 
96N  320  A5E  Calypso  Rod.  ESR  Alloys.  1QK  £20595 
94M  3201  SE  Alptne  White.  MTech  Susp.  32K  ....£164195 
93K  320i  Conv  Alpine  While,  Alloys.  E.'Hood..  ..*15,995 
93K  320i  A  Cpe  Brilliant  Rod.  ESR  Alleys.  I9K  £15395 

93L  320i  Cpe  Jet  Black.  ESR.  Alloys,  28X -...£15,495 

95N  318TJ  Comp  Sport  R«f,  ESR,  ARoys.  1  rKJMfl.795 
95M  316i  Alaska  Blue.  ESR.  Alarm.  25K  . -..£13,995 

Over  45  Used  Cars  Available 


Tewkesbury  Fond.  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire 

Telephone;  01242  578838 

Open  ?  Gnye  a  week  Sunday  10.00am  -  4.00pm 


First  Front 


WIMOLEDON  S  NrW  RMW  DEALER 


I 


CAR  97 


preparing  for  19  days  of  rallying  hdl  i  ; 


F,  the  Suffolk  adventurers  will 
rare  for  up  to  800  kilometres  a 
?ay  in  some  of  the  most 
mnospitable  terrain  on  Earth. 

jne  pair,  from  Ipswich,  are 
the  only  Britons  taking  part  ln 
’  JLOOCHdlametre  Dakar 
rally  in  northern  Africa,  (me  of 


service  these  cars  every  three 
or  four  days.  Turbos  arc  also 
barred  this  year,  and  new  . 
minmum  weight  restrictions 
have  heen  introduced.  •- 
A  vast  medical  and  resaw 
team  has  been  deployed  to 
follow,  fefs  year's  event  in  an 


ati^to^guardthecom- 


motoring  calendar.  Originally 
the  Paiis-Dakar  raflyi  -the 
™»t  now  starts  and  ends  in 
the  Senegal  capital,  although 
the  entrants  only  fearn  the 
exact  route  as  they  -  •- 

go  along.  .  .  “  ; - 

After  several  -  "TT 
deaths  in  the  rally* 

19-year  history,  the  nnj 

■/event  is  being  di- 
verted  well  away  •  «:-y 

from  minefields- 
and  political  ' 

troublespots  this  tdl 

year.  There  have 
‘  also  been  changes  IS 

'  in  the  technical  reg-  _■*  - 

illations,  aimed  al  CQ11C 

reducing  the  im-.  .*  ■ 

’  portance  of  big  T““ 

'budgets  and  -  high-perfor?: 
mance  vehicles.  - 
Which  is  all  good  news  for 
Partridge.-  40,  who  4s  making 
bis  fifth  attempt  in  the  rally. 
-He  has  never  got  beyond  the 
halfway  stage  before. 

He  and  ^rket;.  who  is 
making  his  second  appeal. 


‘This  is  : 
not  just  , 
a  motor 
race,  it; 
is  ail;.’ 
education’ 


not  only-dairaed  man;  than  its 
share-of  lives,  over  the  years, 
bur  which  consolidated  its 
repufafionwjth  the  deathof  ns 
founder.- Tfe'erry  Sabine  "and 

_  four  '  others  were 

;  -  ‘  ;  JdBed  in  a frdioop- 

SIS  -*  ter  crash  while  fol¬ 


lowing  the  rally  in 
Mali.  The  event  is 


:  .now  run.  by  Sa- 
ifnr  'bine’s  father.  This 
■•V  year,-  30  -amy. 

i  -j*  planes,  eight  hdi- 

'*  *L.  .  :  copters^  teams  of 
m  .  '  doctors  and  fleets 

'  of  atmbulatices  will 

,  ■  be  on  hand  to  res- 
UOn  cue  thosewho  fell 

■'  : '  ■  "  'by  the  wayside. 

•  *Thisisnotjusta 
motor  rachitis  an  education.”  \ 
says  Partridge.  Tt  fe  an  over¬ 
whelming  experience  and  we 
Wfoit  to  give  itour  best  shot?  - 
■ .  He  and  engineer,  Parker.  ; 
42,  face  coaxing  their  Isuzu 
across  dried-up  riveibeds  pot-  '• 
holed  toads  and- die  sheer. 
exnptiiiess  of  die  desert  in  die 


ance  as  Partridge’s  navigator  ‘  fierce  heat  of  theday.  7h«i,  as 
in  die  event,  have  spent  the  fesnperatures  phjramrt  to  be- 


past  year  preparing  an  Isuzu 
Trooper  to  cope  wftfr  shifting 
.sands  and  stinging  winds^ in 
^  the  wastes  of  the  Sahara.  They 
Thave  little  or  no  back-dp  and 
must  undertake  all  the  maintop 
nance  work  themselves. , 
"What  1  really  want  to  do  is 
finish,”  says  the  indefatigable 
Partridge,  who  was  stranded 


low  freezing  at  night,  ,  they 
.must.repafr  dtt  ravages  off  die 
day.  queue  fin1,  fuel  and  food, 
put  .up  a  tent  and  study  die  . 
route for  die  next  days  section. 
Jf.they.arehid^;  tbey  may  be; 
able; to  snatch, a  couple  erf 
hours’  sleep! 

So  why  do  they  do  it? 
“Where  else  in  the:  world  of_ 


lor  three  days  in  the  Tenexe-.  .  motorspqrt  can .  we  lunie.  up 
desert  hundreds qfrnfles from  wifottefbniier stars  of  .F&r- 


dvtiisation,  on  his  sdoortd  Da¬ 
kar  attempt.  “We.  have  spent 
about  £20.000 "  buying  and 
preparing  die  vehide,  we  have: 
no  one  to  heipuswhen  we  are. 
out  there.” 

Although  Partridge  :  ahd; 
Parker  fece  a  struggje  against  ^ 


inula:  One  and  world  rally 
champions,  as  wdl  as  others 
;in  our  own  position.,  in  a 
situation  wfee  everyone  is 
fighting  against  the  conditfans 
and  not  just  each  other?”  says  v\ 
Partridge.  ‘’Where  dsc  can  we 
test  ourselves  to  toe  Hmitof 


.  >!».  ,j; 


Keith  Parker,  left;  and  Dick  Partridge:  “Where  else  can  we  test  ourselves  to  the  limit  of  our  endurance,  at  the  end  of  our  tethers,  knowing  that  losing  our  composure  is  a  recipe  for  disaster?” 


the  Sahara's  rand  dunes,  they  V  our  endurance,  at  the  end  of 
wiH  be  driving  on  a-  more  .  our  t^Kis, "knowing  that  los¬ 


ing  our  composure  is  a  sure 
recipe  for  disaster?" 

..  Par&idge’s  first  tasie  of 
mbforsport  came -when-  he- 
begango-kartingaltheage  of 
13.  Hie  bought  Ins  first  speed¬ 
way  bike  at  16  and  went  on  to 
compete  at  .  Ipswich,  Oxford. 


Weymouth  and  Eastbourne 
before  quitting  at  21  to  set  up  a 
garage  business. 

-Sss.  Panridge  fulfilled  a 
long-standing  ambition  and 
learnt  to  fly.  His  competitive 
streak  soon  came  to  the  fare 
when  he  began  entering  aero¬ 


batic  contests.  He  was  runner- 
up  in  the  1986  Scottish  Open 
Championship  and  came  sec¬ 
ond  in  the  annual  points  table 
the  following  year. 

The  hire  of  moto  report  soon 
became  paramount  again, 
however,,  and  Partridge  sold 


his  plane  to  pay  for  his  first 
entry  in  the  Dakar  rally. 
Parker’s  association  with  Par¬ 
tridge  goes  back  to  1981.  when 
the  engineer  went  to  work  for 
him,  helping  to  establish  a 
dealership,  workshop  and 
MoT  test  centre  at  his- garage. 


In  19S4  he  set  up  his  own 
business,  through  which  he 
helped  prepare  Partridge's  ve¬ 
hicles  for  domestic  rallies.  His 
first  taste  of  the  ravages  of  the 
Dakar  event  came  when  he 
helped  restore  the  Isuzu 
Trooper  following  its  recovery 


from  die  desert  in  1989.  Two 
years  later  he  followed  the 
rally  in  the  mechanics’  plane, 
only  to  see  a  transmission 
failure  put  Partridge's  vehicle 
out  of  action.  Parker  coaxed 
the  Isuzu  back  to  England  by 
road  from  southern  Libya. 


space  —  and  chairs  on  wheels 


*  ■  n 


VOYAGER  LE 


Engine:  33-fitre  V6, . 
giving  I56bhp  at  ' 
4,700rpm,  driving 
front  wheels  through 
four-speed  automatic 
gearbox  with  overdrive. 
Perforroancc  Top  “ 
speed  H2mph.  060  in  - 
115  seconds. 

Economy:  325mpg 
overall. 

Equipment:  Seven 
seats  arranged  with  two 
front,  two  middle  and  - 
a  three-seat  rear  bench. 
Price  E24.995  for  the  ' 
V6  long  wheelbase  : 
Grand  Voyager  LE: 
£23.695  for  the  V6  short, 
wheelbase;  £18395  for 
the  short  wheelbase 
2.0-litre  SE. 


-  ::Jk  "  "bag:  of  house  coal 
../jL  wrigh5  dose  bn  half. 
.  Lis  a  hundredweight,  or 
X  ,  Jk'TSkg.  Tjo^move  two 
Such  bags  at  once  needs  seri¬ 
ous  muscle  :  power.  Yet  the 
'^EasyGut”  remowaHe  bench 
rear  -seats  oh'  Qnryste^  alF 
new- rVpyager  peoirfe  carrier 
wrigh  inatiOOIbs. 

.  -  The  sthaEer.  Temove^fle 
single  seats  weigh  a  mere 
‘Sate,  oronesackpf  CpaL  Even 
Chrysler,  has  recognised  the 
problan,d5pr  the  rear,  heavier 
bendi  seat  is  fitted  with,  as 
..Chrysler  dainxs.  . “roilers  that 
art  like  rtnaH  lahdiD£.geajf' so 
theseat  can.be  trunffled  away 

iieide^toau’,.'  ■ .  -  ■ 

,  Not  anly  are  the  seats  heavy, 
they  are  bulky  toa  F^r  the 
ga^efcss  .rYqyager  -owner, 

.  tte  seats  must  presumably  sit 
side  by  -Side  the  front 
roan  sofa.  Garage  owners  can 
either  put  the  car^ In  out  of  the 


A  moving  way 
to  solve  the  seat 


cold,  and  the  seats  outside,  or 
the  car  on  the  drive  while  the 
garage  doubles  as  a  furniture 
wardwuse. 

The  dozen-  or  so  multi¬ 
purpose  vehicles,  or  people 
earners,  now  competing  in  the 
marked  all  give  their  owners 
similar  challenges.  To  handle 
tbepoundings  erf  adult  passen¬ 
gers,  and  to  surpass  ever  more 


rigorous  safety  requirements, 
car  seats  must  be  well  engi¬ 
neered  and  strong,  and  That 
means  heavy.  The  upside  is 
that  up  to  five- seats  in  the 
versatile  Voyager  can  be  re¬ 
moved,  giving  a  luggage  space 
-of  Grand  Canyon  proportions. 

The  Voyage's  advantages 
dearly  outweigh  the  seat  di¬ 
lemma,  if  sales  are  any  judge. 


In  America,  Chrysler  is  build¬ 
ing  around  700.000  a  yean  for 
Europe  Chrysler  plans  initial¬ 
ly  to  build  a  further  50.000  a 
year  at  its  Austrian  plant 
In  Europe,  Renault  claims 
its  Espace  was  the  first 
“monobox”  people  mover, 
launched  in  1984.  In  fact 
Voyager  went  on  sale  in  Amer¬ 
ica  a  year  earlier,  and  has 
since  sold  around  six  million 
units,  making  it  far  and  away 
the  world's  best-selling  MPV. 


Child’s  play:  landing  gear-style  rollers  enable  the  back  seats  to  be  moved  easily 


Tltis  year  Renault  launches 
its  dashboard-free  Espace, 
from  Toyota  there  is  the  new 
six-scat  Picnic,  as  well  as  rivals 
from  Ford.  VW.  Peugeot  and 
Citroen,  among  many. 

Hciw  does  the  Voyager  com¬ 
pare?  First,  it  is  incredibly 
sleek.  The  nose,  bonnet  and 
windscreen  are  steeply  raked, 
cutting  wind  resistance  and 
wind  noise  and  improving  fuel 
economy  at  the  same  time. 
From  the  driver’s  seat  though, 
the  bonnet  falls  away  so 
sharply  that  it  is  impossible  to 


Voyager:  tt*  world*  best-sdHng  MPV  has  a  $3ta  new  took  and  righHiand  drive 


see  the  front  bumper  or  cor¬ 
ners.  and  parking  is  a  nervous 
affair  for  those  unused  to  the 
proportions. 

A  huge  plus  are  the  giant 
sliding  doors  on  each  side  for 
the  rear  passengers.  Gone  are 
the  days  of  chipped  door  edges 
in  tight  parking  slots.  They  are 
easy  and  light  to  operate,  yet 
shut  and  lock  with  a  reassur¬ 
ing  thunk.  Unsightly  door 
runners  are  tucked  away  out 
of  sight. 

The  very  American-style  po¬ 
sitioning  of  the  gear  shift  lever 
on  a  stalk  mounted  on  rhe 
steering  column  is  surprising¬ 
ly  easy  to  get  used  to,  and. 
importantly,  leaves  the  floor 
clear  between  driver  and 
front-seat  passenger. 

The  Voyager  is  very  family- 
oriented.  proof  of  which  comes 
with  14  cupholders  dotted 
around  the  interior,  as  well  as 
useful  aibby  holes  here,  there 
and  everywhere. 

The  Voyager  arrives  in 
March  with  a  3.3-litre  !56bhp 
V6,  and  the  2.0-Iitre  16-valve 
engine  taken  from  the  Chrys¬ 
ler  Neon  saloon,  matched  to 
long  and  short  wheelbase 
bodies.  A  2-44itn?  petrol  and  a 
25-litre  turbo  diesel  are  also 
planned.  The  V6  version  that  1 
tried  has  plenty  of  power,  even 
if  it  did  seem  to  rev  rather 
ironically  to  deliver  the  extra 
pace  needed  to  overtakeal 
motorway  speeds. 

The  short  wheelbase  version 
is  I86ins  long,  a  fooi  longer 
than  the  Citroen  Synergie  and 
Renault  Espace,  while  the  long 
wheelbase  Voyager  is  an  even 
lengthier  199ins.  The  Voyager 


is  also  bft  tall  and  bfi  bins 
wide,  so  that  the  sliding  doors 
come  in  handy,  as  do  electri¬ 
cally  folding  wing  mirrors  that 
fold  flat  and  then  out  again  at 
the  touch  of  a  button. 

American  dimensions  are 
matched  by  US  levels  of 
equipment.  Air  conditioning, 
anti-lock  brakes  and  dual 
airbags  are  standard  across 
the  range,  together  with  three 
years’  warranty  and  roadside 
assistance  cover. 


Chrysler  has  spent 
$3  billion  on  the  new 
Voyager,  and  a  fur¬ 
ther  S50  miJJiun  con¬ 
verting  it  to  right-hand  drive. 
The  fact  there  are  at  least  a 
dozen  MPV  contenders  in  the 
market  shows  how  fierce  com¬ 
petition  now-  is  and  .why  such 
investment  is  needed. 

UK  spokesman  Rrfer  Raw- 
linson  says:  “We  expect  lo  sell 
around  3,000  Voyagers  this 
year,  and  the  plan  ultimately 
is  to  take  10  per  cent  at  least  of 
the  UK  people  mover  segment 
The  Ford  Galaxy  is  the  one  to 
go  for.  because  the  Galaxy, 
and  its  identical  sister  car,  the 
VW  Sharon,  take  almost  50 
per  cent  of  the  market  and 
naturally  we  would  like  some 
of  that." 

Chrysler  accepts  that  the 
prices  for  the  Voyager  start 
Towards  the  top  end  of  the 
Galaxy  price  range,  pitching  it 
head-on  to  the  Espace,  but 
hopes  that  the  higher  levels  of 
standard  equipment,  and  toe 
larger  dimensions,  will  woo 
motorists  looking  for  some¬ 
thing  a  little  different. 
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TVEERCEDES-BE  1ST  ^  RET  A  I  E 


WOKING  MOTORS 


BKISKUBa^HetfO^CdftSSpeaJMawl — 

B2K190EM  Peart  Sta^Ckft  Aft.  CAR.  Rffl - EW3H 

84LCH0BegSMta*BraiCieamaftAMB - 07.950 

95  N  C10O  Sport  AnstaBMc  CMl  Aft  Oofiysq Ca—El/SO 

96  N  C280  Began  Gram  BftVCmi  HHe.  Aft  AC.  W—S3Z550 

94  L  E22DSatom  Peart  BluefGreyCtah,  Aft  CAR - 08550 

98  H  E2M  Bta  BlxWEi^  Ot*.  Aua  HHB.  Onlf  «T  aSS -£24.950 
95NE2MHea8reTownBtoe^O^*i*».»C - B0.3M 


01932  228811 


9l  J  2B0EUanSbtlfCiaamCWi.ABiaMoyi.RKR _ £16550 

94LE2BOSBtoonDttBksfCrHn(k^Aun.Rtfi _ E19350 

94  M  E22D  Eririe  Ftaerarttaoracn.  Au»W5,WbUU -£23550 

94  H  5500  lino  ta*  BtaMEtmom Vriov _ £47350 

95NSS0a  Coup  a&«fita»fefe.55p«d  Aft - £56550 

55US60Q  Coupe  AawtounKde.  AMG  Afcys - £75550 

B5  C  2BDSL  Smrfga  SfacIJiazi  KidB.  Esriha  Cond&on _ £19550 

95USUOOOn)«OW|BrtE»dBSwLe*tf - £75550 


ED  GW  ARE  ROAD 


Jjjft-rnt.it:  if .  to.  u  Ic/i  v r>I<J  n  • 


si/\'n.‘\y  ossa  7*2393  ~  1  .  .  - 

Jntrrnt'.t:  ibvh-.  fTrfrcrc/rsr*1^//. r<». uA/e</L:n  <if< 


01S2  205  1212 


96  N  C200  Began*  EsL  aStadGcw  Cft  Bf,  ESfl-JT  £25550 

95  N  £230  Began  0k  EtrtSue  O*.  Aft  EH.  CC-11T  £30550 

96  N  £320  Craps  &9«A*atbr.  Aft  BN.  CIC 12T  £42.950 

95  N  E320EJegrwBS*fetBkUti.Ado.WC,  HFS — 151*  C41.9K 
90  N  E320  AaMgarde  RStariGrey  Uhr.  E W.JVC.  CC.1ZT  £41550 

96  NS32D  Green  Stactf^LffltittHUWW.RC - 8T  £46550 

96  N  S320  UnoBSWQBf  Jr.  ES.  8HA,  ASfl.  HC.MTE49.950 
SKS0aSaB5MBfclft.AC.aiA.S5.Rft - 44T  £37550 

RMFUA STOCK  USimra mans  SEE  OUnMBVETSRt  _ 


l  VIC 


TTiil'  VI  WEST  BUAU 


95LHCl80agwceOnpNWw«Oi*^WaWC-1lT  BUB) 

94  L  C100Etogm*W««a*‘»l^R'C - *[ 

93L  C18QCtaBftDa«efcart^C«h.Aar - -7i 

96NC2n0EsptQiMnBbii.aniCai.1tey  K^SpKllT  21.350 
96NC2a>Beg9r»B*jeaAAft - 

B6N  CUD  Sport  BtaBfecWBbdcOftAft - m 

-tf  NCJttSesBiaTiHnBfinalUaimaRLLedW — 12T  EP,9Si 

95  N  EJOO  EbgsnMThsmaiMrtVey  OftJWo - E7.BS) 


0181  560  2131  r\ 


E  N  E2500  OS8«  Manual  Cte_5T  £3S5S6 

96  N  £320  Bag Utarttalfttam Lsata__ 1 ST  Qg#0 

96NEJ20SBgane»AzwtBrG»yl*8ftRA® — - — 57  EAXS 

96NS32DRUiyMNteft(WaHiaMSBEitcSt^ni  C**9 

B6PCtPOOny*tadGwyut*^^^IK  1  HU 

93L 

^f^q^iLTBteAtotfgWOift  Ado.  Aloft.  CD — -=.tT  '-3QA 
96NSLBSb«®**Lft'teyK$i$w — r— ; — 4  '  .Hty 
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LONDON  *  PARIS 
BEVERLY  HILLS 


The  largest  retailer  of  Mercedes-Benz  in  the  U.K. 


HONG  KONG 
HAWAII  *  TOKYO 


WUUtl 
ran  era*  a 
CUBEqrtAri 
cm  Began 
CW  Bones 


C20  Otsrt  An 

JOOEWMiNafctfta.ime 
JSEAMBnbbd.vtyaAt 
23SE  A*  Polite.  oadDlu 
ffig  Ada  tthb.irj0i6  efts. 
Q»ES»reA  “ 

EZI  Otari  Au 
ME  Wn 

»Ae»5fi 

E32D  COOPER 


•*"  r.UryVWJ 


Cft  Chase  Auto  Abwrara  rift  esr.ea - ZBT  Wfl95 

CftCtaat  Aft  flat,  rase - K7  CTS/SS 

CIHlEhgBM  Auto  Bte.dBh.ts.8*  rase _ 1ST  £1*35 

CHOftpMMAMBAaaM.iysrttai.aaft.Bs — tiT  QMS 

CMS  Began  AatoTtanaifu.0K&tnuc _ TZT  E2V* 

aaBqanMAasAaaM.iSBdGb.ss.tB - TZT  (21595 

C22a0hadCbsftAMQREd.t9.aiiZ.nft — SIT  £17  JB 
C220EbgBBtAMo  B4ftk.ancSan.cs;  ft  nftZST  £21,995 

C2S0  Otari  Ehran  AMD  Re&  raft _ SET  £0995 

C3S9b*.  raa  Bide,  rinat,  aft  to - 20T  01595 

E-CLASS 

E2HEMaaAMoVBftcUl,«sft(f9.n.t9 - 2JT  01595 

E22SBAM  AMo  Oran  back.  gn5ydoti.fca,  •ri.rtc^lOT  E295B 

229EAImira.cWknBC.aa _ 3<T  EU/B5 

OOBapmAft  Star  lads  ft  nsc _ ITtSJBS 

EMDtaritafta4aaB.9hc4B.eb.ftftnft_29r  (24595 
EMA(MgsRbESp4MBGffldadc.tftateM-4T  £39595 
BaAmgadaSS9dAMDGaitadc.MkOiteH-7T  M2/BS 
E»  Begun  Aft  Goto.  tbMNda.  ate  tbE*.ta.4T  £4^998 
CABRIOLETS  AND  COUPES 
MCE XVWnrrtn*  reft  We. m, causa. ft  to_5jr  09595 
E22tCOfi  BWc.  aa*«tft,ar.ft|*.<fc.dft  MAST  (27595 

33DCE  StacNda.tr  MR.  eMt  nest.  irMoyt - ZBT  08599 

EMCoiMsNranta.BafthldsaKrikiyiiiaft-ZET  C33.4S5 


- 

190EHanBbdc.afydDlb.at8.6UM - nw* 

aMCtatabH«iMM|ftbbecWi.ft - 34T  £16/95 

CMJteptlbaGbftbMMdoftftftoote'.iZr  H7JB5 

aa  Baynes  Aft  M>q.  Mart  dohafc - «T  £18/86 

an  speaiAutoBka1tftL9qdft.de. - irr  eu/a 

CtaBtgaaA»CnBitbAniinaniWi — MT  £21516 
C8B0BtgwiraAatoPeaniW.btacWi.de — 33T  £20/96 
CJaDftparaAato  ft4iy  ad.  Bbd>dft< — lit  0(595 
CMBtgaaAOta'faimatot.Bnydcftftit;— 12T  (24/96 
C200  Bma  Aala  Staebta  dooC  rir  eon.  Bb-idT  (24565 


60A» 

BaamDnBiftLaMDaUftKtLOra — 47  £2(696 
B2DCfthWGiMnbtaLtaoatNdt.8hdBa,Mg-5T  M038S 

E2JBCbtokAnto9ra.Dbdidftttr.cfc - 1lT  BUB 

SUE  24V  Aft  Abraftt.  cnai  deft  tic  ccn.R — 54T  E1B596 

E3061DAMoOqx.grerclftib.de - 5T  (30/95 

3MCE24Vftpiwd.0Bar»hel8.SpdAuB.*ft»-2Zr  £25595 

BQ9BqriBH&BanbhtLbdB.dbtft<b - iTTiftK 

E9»Bq  Aft  Stab  toft  Mai  Mb.  ftftjftjnjjjjjj 


01 14  2753391  /30E  01708  861321  01 81  983  4444  |||  01473  232232 

•HOURS  C831  14Stt3  OPEN  SUNDAY  l&S/cPSN  SON  10-  PM  .-.  HOURS  JEFF  CPOWK  033J  C7G;C2vSi2y  ~  HOURS  STEPHEN  PclKCE  0551  172933  VSfttaV  i.HOORS  0C60  b480?J  OPIK  SONOtY 

_ _ _ _ _ www.I.incaMcrple.com  lakeside  merceries  www.Iancas1crpic.com to*  meccdw  www.lancastorplc.coin  ipswich  merceries 


tHOURS 

www.lancasterplc.com'shel(ield;mercedcs 


01992  514444 

A-HOURS  C4C.3  Zi'-jZ-j  OPCK  SUKDAY 
ww  w.lnncasterclc.corr  her liord  merceries 


We  pay  top  prices  for  your  quality  used  Mercedes-Benz.  Contact  Mike  Thompson  or  ian  Clark  on  0860  308  333  or  0831  344705  email  amt@  lancasterplc.com 


7/fe 


ALAN  DAY 

LONDON 


MCI68  Btgan  Adu.  H«U  09^98  j  991  BBC  ttLK 
991  eiBB  Btftsn  Aft  oe(- E2BJSB 

991  nWBegancf  Aft.  art- .  Q1 J5B 

m  CUI  Bqatt  Aft  MlJfclBrW 
9SPC2BBBagra»Aftiit-— -J23.S56 
MICZaBtyHCSAft^ — E22JSB 
90  C220  Bagran  Aula  <ft  ^*-£25,556 
9BC250BipnctAft —  723/66 
SttEaiWo.aieLacffleL — £1850 


way  iTTr?  ■77.'”'  r '  1  ■  j  •  rrm,1 


0171  435  1133 


*  •. ;  twiyins  a  tal^zkiok  al 

vvkfe  coinp^tiaveprlces  booii  pi 
’  number  |rfatej.<^a'Wto  yweRr  Iborf 


oVe&ed 


B 


E280 


Bngnnoa  9GN.  7  morths  old. 
4/00  miss,  biHiant  star 
mabdic,  sfloya,  Mr 
on  Kfflortno.  blade  doflt 
Marior,  (mart  Asida  sir  bngs, 
lunmbilzar.  SpocW  radio 
casnstts.  rnnoceJlstn  cexiftton. 
£34,000. 

0171  931  0972/ 
0378  993605. 


S500  COUPE 

96N,  llJJOO  miles, 
grocn/blact  metallic, 
mosbrooiii  leatbcr  interior. 
£73,000  ono. 

01706  7I4700(oy 
358194(eve). 


450  SEL 

80,58k,  town 
stored  1 0  years, 
silver/blue,  a /c, 
immac  con. 


REGISTRATION  NUMBERS  CNDA  MEMBERS 


AVANT  GARDE 

auta  irarao.  BcBtom  SBmt. 
high  97  same  £  ML 

Mo* 

01924405769. 


560  SEC 

1989F.a6Klta.Bbcfc 
IWaiyLNda-U.htora: 
cesri.nB9U<MrataHisr. 
'  £16/85.  : 

Tat  . 

Day  0171 40I8GBS  • 
Eva  0171 7013111.  ’ 


sue"  ? 

NtoM.swtoinUaiMML; 
imtsnshhftanmc». 
touhnr.  air  com&ttarting 
£43^50. 
01923821835; 
arnieUa0836  . 
57278a  '  ••• 


SL500 

Nn^Bbefcaftfratatar  . 
iatatar-BH.t  bobaAcyf,  CD 
xiaDfer.  dbncecootrof5u600jnk 
BtothKcniddsa.  araonw. 
.ftaCMaiwMOKMetnUSA. 

.  taataaiAr. 

01717279978. 
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Tel:  0181  302  3333  rtag  Tel:  01 732  456300  K  fi 

5.11011  rs  0836  274437  n„i -i  h„,  ncoo  oanrC-l  Op«n  SunSiir  «t»  •  4P" 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS:  £SS3  Out  o(  hours:  0589  9907^3^31  At:er  hour*  0463  232287 
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WE’LL  TAKE  YOU  FURTHER  ... 

LANCASTER  JAGUAR  AND  AIR  MILES 

AIR  MILES  and  litcjfyittg  koat  logo  >U€  irudeuuirbs  of  AIR  MILES  hlcnraiiotul  HeLIKag  N.  I. 


Super 

Chargers 

from... 

&  Lancaster 

96P  XJfl  Super  Chargsr  let  Sue. 

Air  Con.  51 . OT/BSW 

9EH  XJH  Sqft  CtragreAuto 
ArtugoriCream  rtds.  91. .  M659S  P) 

96P  XJRLOSspsr  Oragtr 

CarwakCratn.  6T . £46,995  OQ 

96N  UR  Soper  OrargarAsto 
TinyioBriCraasiHdB.  9T  £45/95  £RJ 
S6C  XJR  4/ Supra  Charger 
TtstSKbriCreenviT.  ..  £44/95  (JQ 
9SN  XJR  LO  Soper  Charger 
7i«jiiotsaCrBan,  37. . .  .  £41/95  (K) 
95 u  XJR  45  Supra  Charger 
Sawhffa'Oabneai.llT..  £39595{IQ 
5JM  UR  Soper  Qargra  Auto 
CmvakOvsn  ttds.  16T .  £37595  (fl) 
MU  X»  Sqi«  Charger  lee  Bus. 
AaCon.ZST  .  £34/95 (L) 


L  =  London 

K  =  Konl  JAGUAR^ 

R  =  Roatfing  afpsoveo 


MERCEDES 


FOR  PBBONAUB82  TELEPHONE  HUMBBW 
CALL  08  ON  07000 OW  MARK 
til  927$ 


CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
FINANCE  AVAILABLE 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER  |  LEFT  HAND  DRIVE  |  LEXUS 


MERCEDES 


SOVEREIGN 

4.0, 

93L  Flamenco/  Doeskin. 
FSH.  60.000  mtas.  recent 
lyres.  1  owner. 
£15.760. 

01638  570456 
weekdaysfret  PBl 


XJS 

LTD  ED. 
INSIGNIA 

1995  M.  only  Me.  Peppermint 
met  pn.  Cakxr  coded  owi.  Ful 
fight  ffty  Ww  «*  «bsh.  Wood 
oYn.  AS  aero  A  hands  free 
dtgtad  phorwwttii  motto,  i/c. 
c/amraH  4CD.  CHtord  abrm 
Only  1  eo-  of  tai  bad  node  by 
Jag.  A  rrnnt  lee. 

£3SK  ono 

0171  370  0678. 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


MERCEDES 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 
WANTED 


f.Kir-S 


US  COOPt  m»  shape.  Prefer  53 
not  would  teaUe  +B.  J  or  * 
Op  to  dSK  mUee-  Bnygnady. 


XJSCOUPEi 


Lancaster 


Cits  <>f 


0181  522  0023 

0702  01 561 5'-'  iARD~'\ 

~ ROVER  / 


Sundays  X-. 

For  Demonstraticn 

iters, 'c  :3rr  c it,  ia.icrovir 


C220 

Elegance  Auto,  94  L 
28k,  FMBSH.  1  lady 
driver.  CD,  blue, 
mush  room  Ithr, 
£19^250. 

TefcOI 892  770474. 


230Kurmi8S3Or.  SSWriFtoO 
Leather.  Pmare  SLKreg  no. 

Ar  Con.  Facuy  stored, 
cfeayraynrieane.irnme&to 
ft-ray 

Oltars  on  £50^00. 

Tel:  0374  685505 
/  0850  830550. 


300  TO 


estate  Auto,  ffl  J.  Whits  with 
unmaibed  Gk«y  arierior 

riechic  wreiows/sunrwl.  riac 
otthapooSc  swats,  nca 
asrao.  prtsuna  craiASon. 
*1.000  meas,  FM3H.  Pnced  to 
sen 

£13.000. 

Tel.  0181  9949529 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


'MIDLAND.LEFT 
HAND  DRIVE 

SuppHvrs  of  new  i.  list'd 
loft  hand  drive  vehicle';. 

'■  arie.ty  in  ^IoA. 
f  A’ft  h-.tnr!  drive  cars. 

WANTKD. 

TFT  :  01F43  414307 


LEXUS 


1997 

250  Turbo  Dime! 

Metahc  ohrer.  aa 

condreorimg.  iMhrerv 

mdeaga  PnvaresMai 
Bast  Otter. 

Tah  01295  730275 
OT01295  750409 
Or  l»  01295  738577. 


C36AMG 

BriSart  tfvaritaftfc  rev.  c. 
corttta.  MS  flow.  CD  aeno. 
HLWW.  elec  lefl  &  sft 
AUGepotarSeSb  IW. 
Traefcra.  fire  ant  19/00  "ds 

£40,995. 

01562884777. 


LS40O 

Venetian  blue, 
95M,  1  ownar, 
FSH,  37K, 
£31,500. 
01858  410055  or 
0116  2792429. 


300SL 

Juno  93.  PBarV  gray  (Sir, 
rr  sis.  alloys,  hid  SO.  CD. 
ate,  29k.  exc  cond. 

£37,950. 

01908551015(h) 
or  01908  618166(0) 


Mercedes 


OWNERS 


EBM  £170 

Ex&atn  SdKma  Iff  M«rru?B 

0117  929  4971 

Oflica  Hours 

towmet  MbAMalHUbM 


Hill  House 
Hammond 

Tht-  Mo1'.  -  »ji*lnanM  Sne&iH its 


2.01  auto.  88. 33,000  mfles. 
FSH,  mint  condition, 
£10,500. 
Contact 
0171  2430113/ 
0956  378767/ 
0171  3511779. 


C200 

Sport  Auto.  96N, 
silver,  Hill  spec, 
13,250  mis 

£22,650. 
01376  561786 
01473  622101 


C220E 

white  saloon,  manual. 
95M,  15.400  mis. 
ImmaoJalB.  many  extras 
IPCESR,  FMBSH. 

£19,995. 

Tel:  01628  481397 
(eves). 


Elegance  96N.  onto, 
midnight  blue/ 
mushroom  cloth,  stereo. 
7.000  miles. 
£19.995. 

Tel:  01803325786 


vttcWtct  &  e*  jitd 

TEL:  01277  20  40  20 
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The  AA  patrolman  .  was 
horrified.  A.  black 
labrador  dog  at  the  home 
of  a  prospective  member 
cw*ed  its  leg  and  used  an  antique 
“*  a  canine  latrin^^ 
Phfi  Butcher,  who  had  arrived  to 
complete  the  paperwork  for  the 
to  j«n  the  AA  was 
.  i  thought, 

that*.  1  had  tins  lovely  houseT  J 
wouldnY  let  my  dog  do  that".-  '•■•• 

Tlw  labrador  had  been  sitting  by 

Joe  from  door  when  Butcher  arn- 
ved,  and  he  assumed  it  was  the 
man’s  pet  “When  the  dog.  which 
trotted  m  when  I  was  asked  inside, 
satup  and  had  a  pee.  rather  fee 
gentleman  nor  his  wife  said:  any-  • 
thing.  I  was  amazed. 

“When  we  had;  completed  all  the 
paperwork  and  I  was  leaving,  the 
dog  stayed  where,  it  was  and  the: 
man  said  ’Aren’t  you  going  to  take 
your  dog  with  you?*."  ■  ■  : 

The  experience  was  a  typically 
zany  example  in  the  life  of  the  AA 

patrolman-  Now  Butcher  has  aban¬ 
doned  his  yellow  patrol  vehicle  to 
hire  himself  out  as  a  travelling 
mechanic,  touring  hundreds  of; 
square  miles  in  one  of  the  flattest' 
and  most  windswept  places  in" 
Britain. 

It  is  fee  brainchild  oif  carmakers, . 
Seat,  who  have  equipped.  Butcher, 
40,  wife  a  whhe^  hi-tech  Alhambra 
van  and  the  tools  needed  to  carry  out  > 
services  and  repairs  at  homes  and' 
workplaces  in  fee  Fens  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire  and  North'NbrfoIk.  ; 

As  he  begins  his:  new  life  as  a 
travelling,  personal  mechanic,  he  * 
revealed  some  of  the  outrageous 
moments  which  show  how  colour¬ 
ful  the  life  of  the  AA  man  can  be.-. 
His  experiences  indude  looking 
aghast  as  the  man  whose  car  he 
had  been  towing  suddenly  ap- 
peared  running  ,  down  the  road  . 
alongside  him..  •  1  •  . 

“It  was  dark  and  raining  when  ! 
arrived  to  give  the  man  a  tow.  He  . 
said  he  had  been  towed  before  mid  ,- 
everything  was  going  OK  when  I 
heard  this  banging  noise.  I  looked 
to  the  side  and  saw  the  gentleman  - 
running  down  the  road  alongside 
me  when  I  was  doing  about  lDmph. 
He  said  he  had  just  thcught  rtf  a 
short  cut!  I-  told  him  it  was  a  ‘bit 
naughty  to  leave  fee  car."  ' 

Then  there  was  the.  saga,  af  the 
Frenchman.  One  of  Buftfeert'eot-.  - 
leagues  asked  for  assistance  after. 
being  baffled  trying  to  find^.  fault : 
in  a  car  belonging  to  ^  manrwho 
spoke  no  English.  The  car  was  on  a  ; 
ramp),  various*  parts  were  strewn  ; 
around  and  the  car-owner  was  '' 
gesticulating^  wildiy  when;  Butcher  . 
arrived  to  help./  l  y. 

“I  soon  realised  ‘fee-  foreign 
gentleman  was- French  and  that- 


Phil  Butcher  now  provides  doorstep  service.  Eve-Ann  Prentice  reports 

nice  man  to  take  home 


ROBIN  MAY£S 


Have  grease  gun,  -will  travel:  Phil  Butcher  services  Angie  Fairhurst’s  Seat  Ibiza  in  her  works  car  part  “If  there’s  anything  I  cant  do.  I  would  refer  the  customer  to  the  best  dealer  I  know  for  the  job’ 


'there. was  nothing  wrong  with  his 
car."  he  says.  “He  had  just  stopped 
:  to  ask  directionsT 
'  " "  The  pursuit  of  being  a  very,  very 
nice  "mah  was  apt  -a  little  painful 
/When  Butcher  was  approached  by  a 
■fanale  AA  member  driving  a  Mer¬ 
cedes  who  complained  the  car  was 
pverfieatmg-  Shesaid  she  could  nor 
.  open  fee;  windows  to  talk  id  him  ■ 
while  be  worked  as  she  had  a 
.tiervous  Siamese  cat  inside  which 
:  wasdesperateto  escape. 

•  -  -'  Butcher,  who  was  in  fee  middle 
of  detdmg  with  another  customer, 
quictdy,  diagnosed  tfaeproblemand , 
was '  about  fo  return  to  ha  first 
client  200  yards  doom  fee.  road. 

^  when  fee  woman  absent-mindedly 


wound  down  her  car  window  to 
thank  him. 

“The  cat  flew  out  and  fee  woman 
-  was  very  distraught.  I  ended  up 
wife  a  can  of  cat  food  and  a  fork 
from  the  lady’s  boot,  on  a  round¬ 
about  in  the  middle  of  a  very  busy 
junction  searching  for  the  cat  while 
the  woman  became  more  and  more 
agitated-  After45  minutes  I  saw  two 
pointed  ears  in  the  middle  of  some 
nettles.  1  leapt  at  him.  managed  to 
grab  him  and,  non-too  gently 
because  1  Was  not  going  to  let  go. 
managed  to  get  him  lack  to  his 
owner.  It  was  only  then  feat  I 
remembered  fee  customer  1  had  left 
:  200  yards  down  fee  road  ..." 

Now  Butcher  has  abandoned 


roadside  crises  to  take  his  expertise 
to  people*  homes.  The  idea  behind 
the  travelling  mechanic  scheme  is 
to  persuade  people  to  buy  a  Seat  car 
even  though  there  may  be  no  Seat 
dealer  within  miles.  The  contract- 
ed-out  AA  man  will  go  to  the  car 
and  carry  out  the  work  from  his 
van.  This  way.  Seat  hopes,  poten¬ 
tial  customers  will  be  reassured 
that  they  can  have  their  cars 
serviced  without  undertaking  a 
trek  across  miles  of  treeless  terrain 
which  can  be  deeply  inhospitable  in 
winter. 

Although  it  is  a  Seal  scheme, 
anyone  with  any  make  of  car  living 
in  the  fiat,  be-dyked  area  can  use 
fee  service,  which  costs  £21.25  an 


hour  plus  VAT  “from  the  moment 
the  bonnet  is  opened,  not  from  fee 
time  1  set  out",  says  Butcher.  Some 
garages  in  the  area  charge  £36-£37 
an  hour. 

As  the  number  of  car 
companies  proliferates, 
fee  number  of  dealerships 
has  been  dwindling,  and 
woujd-be  buyeTs  in  rural  areas  can 
feel  cut  off  from  help  should 
anything  go  wrong  after  they  haw 
taken  the  car  home. 

Butcher,  who  keeps  a  large  stock 
of  spares  at  his  home  and  workhase 
at  Littleport.  near  Ely.  is  anxious  to 
avoid  treading  on  dealers’  toes:  “1 
reckon  I  can  do  anything  which 


doesn’t  need  a  ramp,  but  if  rhene  is 
anything  1  can’t  do.  I  would  refer 
fee  customer  to  fee  best  dealer  I 
know  for  the  job.” 

His  area  stretches  from  Wisbech 
in  Cambridgeshire  to  Fakenham. 
Downham  Market.  King’s  Limn 
and  Wells  in  Norfolk. 

“This  is  not  a  nine  to  five  job  and 
if  anyone  wants  me  on  a  Saturday- 
morning  if  necessary.  !  will  do  it." 
he  says. 

Although  as  an  AA  man  he  has 
become  accustomed  to  working 
under  a  bonnet  or  wrenching  at 
wheelnuis  in  fee  son  of  Siberian- 
blown  weather  which  only  the  Fens 
can  dish  up.  Butcher  has  devised 
himself  a  key  comfort  for  working 


from  the  Seat  Alhambra  which  is 
his  mobile  garage.  He  persuaded  a 
Cambridge  sail-maker  to  rig  up  a 
sheltering  polypropylene  canopy 
which  can  fit  between  his  van  and 
the  car  on  which  he  is  working. 

“I  designed  it  because  everything 
I  was  shown  had  poles  or  attach¬ 
ments  which  could  damage  fee 
customer's  car."  he  says.  “This  has 
no  sharp  materials  and  is  light  and 
easy  to  put  up  and  only  cost  £!2D.” 

Kevin  Rose.  Seat’s  Director  of 
Sales,  sees  scope  for  expansion  of 
fee  scheme;  “We  could  have  techni¬ 
cians  all  over  die  counny.“ 

Viiti  cwn  (t'lcphnne  Phil  Butcher  on  his 
mobile  phone  during  working  hours  on 
M!0  DW.S  or  on  uSOfl  222222. 
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and  run 

Alan  Copps  finds  "the  Renault  Megane 
Classic  in  the  best  French  traditions 


My  wife,  Anna, 
swears  by  her  basic 
transport  a  boxy- 
looking  Renault  9  fear  she 
inherited  from  her  father 
about  ten  years  ago. 

Its  bronze  paint  is  faded  and 
fee  seats  creak  a  bit  —  I've 
even  noticed  a  hint  of  moss 
around  the.  rear  screen  seal 
But  it  always  starts  first  time, 
even  in  this  week’s  bitter  cold, 
is  miserly  oh  foe!  around  town . 
and  will  happily  cruise  a 
motorway  at  TDmph. 

The.  odometer  is  fast  ap¬ 
proaching  fee-  100,000-mile 
mark,  but  fee  car  plugs  on 
with  running  costs  that  consist 
of  routine  oil  and  water 
checks,  the. occasional  minor 
repair  and  a  onee-a-year  pre- 
MoT  service.  The  cares  of 
depreciation  and  resale  value 
are  long  past:  "It’s  virtually 
free  motoring,  now”  Anna 
gleefully  reminds  me  as  I 
quote  the  price  of  fee-latest  car 
TVe  been  gjven’to  rest. 

I  suspect  that  in  a  dozen 
more  years  motorists  will  be 
able  to  say  fee  same  about  fee 
Renault  Megane  Classic,  fee 
booted  version  of  the  Fraiui 
company's  succesful  Jower- 
Hoedium  range  modeL  The 
virtues  of  this  car  are  very 
much  in  line  wife  those  ot  the 

faithful  old  9:  a  compantivdy 


Tve  often  been  impressed  by 
fee  interior  space  of  the  Ro- 
tmuft  9.  even  compared  to 


some  current  vehicles  in  fee 
same  dass.  and  the  boot  has 
rarely  proved  anything  but 
adequate  to  fee  needs  of  a 
family  on  the  move. 

But  in  both  these  depart¬ 
ments  fee  Megane  Classic 
represents  a  huge  step  for¬ 
ward.  The  boot  is  tittle  short  of 
phenomenal:  at  510  litres.  Re¬ 
nault  claims  that  it  is  not  only 
much  larger  than  any  compet¬ 
itor  in  fee  lower-medium  seg¬ 
ment —  fee  likes  of  fee  Ford 
Escort  Vauxhall  Asira  and 
Peugeot  306  —  but  is  bigger 
than  feat  of  many  cars  from 
two  classes  above,  such  as  fee 
Jaguar  saloon,  BMW  5-Series 
and  Audi  A6.  Renault  also 
points  out  that  it  offers  more 
luggage  capacity  than  any  of 
their  own  hatchbacks. 

I  cannot  pretend  feat  1  had 
fee  opportunity  to  check  all 
these  claims  in  a  week’s  test 
drive,  but  I  can  say  feat  fee 
boot  wfiJ  take  a  5ft-plus  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  wife  a  tendency  to 
splay  out  in  all  fee  wrung 
places,  an  avalanche  of  pre¬ 
sents  and  several  bags  of 
supermarket  shopping  and 
still  dose  with  room  to  spare. 

Just  in  case  that's  not  suffi¬ 
cient  —  should,  for  example, 
you  wish  to  move  a  wardrobe 
in  your  saloon — fee  rear  seats 
are  split  to  fold  in  combination 
and  since  fee  folding  mecha¬ 
nism  includes  fee  seat  cushion 
as  well  as  the  backrest  the  fiat 
load  area  offered  comes  dose 
to  fear  of  some  estate  can. 

Hie  only  snag  with  this 
enormous  boot  is  that  it  does 


-'.v-vy  iyv' :  -  "ysfe.’fcv ''''  ^ 


Renault  Megane  Classic:  as  well  as  the  phenomenal  boot,  interior  space  matches  that  of  cars  such  as  the  Ford  Mondeo  and  Vauxhall  Vectra 


RENAULT  MEGANE  CLASSIC 


Engine  (I.fre  RT)’-  four-cylinder  I598cc  producing  90bhp 
at  5.000rpfe. 

Transmission:  Choice  of  five-speed  manual  or  fouT- 
speed  automatic 

Performance:  Maximum  speed  U5mph:  062mpb  in 
115  seconds. 

Economy:  56.5mpg  at  constant  56m ph;  34.4mpg 
urban  cycle. 

Price  £1Z500  on  fee  road. 


nothing  for  fee  car's  aesthet¬ 
ics.  fait  then  styling  has  never 
been  the  principal  reason  for 
buying  a  Renault  and  a  bit  of 
bulk  at  fee  backend  is  a  small 
price  for  such  practicality. 

The  huge  boor  may  be  fee 
most  remarkable  feature  of 
this  car.  fair  ir  is  not  fee  only 
one.  The  interior  space  also 
matches  that  of  cars  such  as 
the  Ford  Mondeo  and 
Vauxhall  Vcctra.  and  the  cabin 
offers  excellent  visibility. 

The  controls  are  very  simple 
and  convenient  and  a  comfort¬ 


able  driving  position  is  easy  to 
achieve.  The  performance  of 
the  RT  version  I  tried  was 
hardly  startling  but  would 
easily  meer  everyday  needs. 

One  big  difference  between 
this,  or  almost  any  modem 
car,  and  its  predecessors  such 
as  the. 9  is  the  amount  of 
attention  paid  to  safety  and 
security.  One  or  Renault’s 
innovations  in  this  area  is  the 
Programmed  Restraint  Sys¬ 
tem  which  works  on  the  seat¬ 
belt  prelensioners  to  slow  the 
rate  at  which  passengers  suf¬ 


fer  deceleration  in  an  emer¬ 
gency'  stop.  It  is  said  to  offer 
better  protection  against  neck, 
thorax  and  head  injuries. 

The  Meg3ne  Classic  comes 
with  a  choice  of  I. Mitre  and  3- 
litre  petrol  engines  or  1.9-litre 
diesel  in  either  naturally  aspi¬ 
rated  or  turbo  form.  The  fuel 
economy  for  fee  turbo  diesel  is 
exceptional,  wife  a  claimed 
62m pg  at  a  constant  5bmph 
and  over  40  in  town:  this 
would  give  a  touring  range  of 
617  miles  on  a  single  tank.  The 
l.b-lirre  petrol  version  offers 
5b5mpg  at  a  constant  56mph 
and  34.4mpg  in  town. 

Another  big  advantage  is 
that  Renault  prices  ‘now' 
include  delivery,  three  years' 
RAC  membership  and  “3.2,1 
Peace  of  Mind  package"  — 
three  years’  warranty,  two 
years'  free  servicing  and  one 
years’ road  fund  licence. 

Whether  this  Megane  will 
prove  to  be  a  real  Classic 
remains  to  be  seen,  but  it  is  a 
worthy  upholder  of  a  tradition 
of  economical  and  functional 
French  motoring. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Ford  raises  prices, 
but  includes  extras 

PRICES  of  most  Ford  cars  and  commercial  vehicles  are 
going  up  by  an  average  of  1.7  per  cent  from  Monday  and.  in 
line  with  many  other  makers,  the  company  will  quote  on- 
the-road  prices,  including  delivery,  numberplates  and  road 
tax,  in  all  future  price  lists.  Exceptions  to  fee  rise  include  the 
Ka.  Fiesta  Classic  and  Escort  Focus.  The  increase  takes  the 
on-fee-road  price  of  a  Fiesta  3-door  1.25  LX  from  L9.S05  to 
£9,945  and  of  a  2-litre  Galaxy  Aspen  from  E17.S60  to  £18.2S5. 

Proton  is  also  putting  up  prices  by  about  0.5  per  cent, 
giving  the  Persona  5-door  I.SSEi  an  on-ihe-road  utg  of 
£13,665.  For  the  nexr  Three  months  Proton  is  also  offering  all 
potential  UK  customers  free  use  of  a  demonstration  car  for 
24  hours,  subject  to  driver  siarm  and  mileage  limitations. 

Autosport  on  show 

THE  raring  car  show,  Auiospon  International  V7.  runs  at 
the  National  Exhibition  Centre.  Birmingham,  from  Friday 
until  Sunday.  The  live  .Action  arena  features  rally 
challengers,  kart  racing  and  quad  bikes  among  oiher 
vehicles.  Tickets  and  information:  0121 -7o7  4747. 
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privilege 
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SEWARD  (HavaitLW) 
MG  MAIN  DEALER 

Conner  Eraunfwy  on 

01705  455455 
0402  506336 


MITSUBISHI 

3000GT 

fS9e.rad.57K.FMSH, 
1st  In  country,  Thaicham 
sham,  Tracker. 

£19,995. 

01494814346. 
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WANTED 

Mercedes-Benz 
models  19S9  -  93 

under  60000  miles,  with 
full  service  history'. 

CALL 
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0802  577851 
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NISSAN  WANTED 
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NUMBERS 


P  rag.  BOO  mtec  ao*y  AS 

tmn. 

£9,250.  No  offers* 
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DEALERS 
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T5R  ESTATE 

-  Nreg auto, dark ofive 
mgt,1u0  spec.  Rhr, 
derate  con  &  CD,  FVSH, 
I  owner. 
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850701. 
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To  aO  Oar  Cnstomos  Past. 

.  -  Presort  and  Eater 

Merry  Christum  and  a 
Pras^eroos  New  thar  FTom 
All  The  Tham  AX  CcddMstrr 


01200  355000 
ORF.O  71  S9  1  1 
OS SO  715911 


We  pay  top  prices  for  your  quality  used  Porsche. 
Please  call  Ian  Clark  on  0831  344705. 
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is  GDI  •  Anthony  Lewis  on 


CAR  97 


how  Mitsubishi  has  foundtfieHoJ^Gra^ 


First  there  'was ,  the  • 
carburettor,  then  in 
the  late  1970s.  raine 
fuel  injectiorL;Naw  in 
the  search  for  pitoxd^rewatti 
economy.  Miteubiriii.\,  can 
daim  a  huge  leap  forward 
with  the  gasoline  direct  injec-  ; 
tion  (GDI)  engine.  already  . 
powering  the  .new  "Galant  .nl  ^ 
jap*™  and due  to  . arrive  in  ? 
Europe  nex**urmner.  " 

In  terms  of  engine  technot- 
ogy.  it  is  a  Holy  Graff.  It  offers 
a  35  per  cent  improvement  m- 
fuel  economy.  a*  10  percent 
power  increase  over  a  coavepr  ’ 
tional  petrol  engine  and 
reduction  of  between  70  and  90 
per  cent  in.  htoxnful7 
emissions.-  V 

Mitsubishi . has-been  unm-. 
dated  with  inquiries  from  its- 
rivals,  said  KaaSetteganuma.'; 
the  man  in  &arge  of  mtenu*: 
tional  business  for  Mitsubtehi  1 
Motors  in  Tokyo.  :  ,  •  - 

Among  the  first  customers 
for  the  GDI  G^lant’.  were  • 
Toyota  and  General  Motors, 
even  mbughToyo&Jis  due  to  , 
launch  its  own:  GDI  engine 
shortly.  .  /  •  • 

Mitsubishi  plans  to  ., 
maenaminous  and  make  me 
teSmology  ayaffabte/-  at* 
price  —  when  it.  can.  More 
than  180  patents  have  been 


taken,  out  to  protect  the  inven¬ 
tion  and  the  company -is 
working  flat  out  tcrkeep  pace 
vtitir  domestic  demand. 

Orders  fortheGalanl,  ja¬ 
pan’s.’  Car  .of  A*  year;  m \ 
rtitmting  at  almost  fiirecfimes 

the  -sales- targeU.  with  -90  per  - 
datt  of  salooii  custo«iers.wsmt- 
iijg  die  GI^«H©3Mai^onem : 
three  .<aafe-cus^^ 
current  vraitiiw’fist  is.  two  to 
:  lhrttmonflis.  Eventually  half: 
the.ZSmflficm  parol  engmes 
Mitsubishi  laulds  e&iai  year. 

wffuse direct mgcAm-’ 

-.  rnKbsealdhsoto^ramefiye' 

_ hviionc  laser 


years  ago  wuou,  ~ 

technology.*^.  high-speed 

ff^merais,  -enjapeers  were, able 
to-  stn fly  otacfly  wfaatgpeson. 

•  Himfer.  as  in 


surised  fuel  into  tire  injectors. 
These  control  ihe-afr-fiiel-irux- 
tore  and  vary  die  spray  pat¬ 
tern  depmd^^^  throttle 
opening  and-  the,  cnrved-top 
Mstoos  help  keep  the  sprayed 
lh-  a  compact  form  until 
die  Iasi  moment  before  igni¬ 
tion  ^ by  sparkplug.'  ^ 

•  In  diesd.  engines,  the  light 
61  is  easfly  ignitiedr  by  com¬ 
press  Dn,  but  petrol  needs ^a 
spark  X  the  key  ftf  the  GDI 

’  engine  was  controlling  the.air- 
fuel  mixture  around  the  spare 

GDi  engine  costs  £160 
more  to  build  than  a  similar 
-prttd  engine,_  but  £250  less 
-Ihan  a  turbo  diesd  unit,  and  il 
'is  ronrideraHty  lighter  "than a- 
diesel-  '  •  .  - 

•  The  engine. is  now  being 
tuned  for  use  in  Europe  where 
higher  speeds  and  mileage 
create  different  demands,  as 

•.  do  EC  emission  laws.  The 
.  target,  says  Akira  Kijima. 
head  of  the  engine  design 
.  department  reponsible  tor 
GDI,  is  to  keep  economy  close 
■  to  the  35  per  cent  savings 
Japan  - without:  affecting  the 


jmeqjcuiuiw  ...asm 

a  tfibd  engine,  but  the  injec¬ 
tion  timings  are  predsely  an- 
UoUodr  .  to.  \  match  load 
conditions- 

Td;  adoeve  tins.  tneG-Ui 
engb^has^upright  straight 
-intake  part  to- gek.the.  best 
airflow  into  the  cylinder,  a 

^Hebd^GS^bridgesthe 

mixture  swiri  towar^the 
.  spariJplug  m  '-eti  controued 
pattern;  and  a  hiri«ressure 
teSTpump. .  that  teens .  pres- 


He  Deuewes»jw*  un«6“ 
gap  between  spark ;  ignition 
pgtroi  and"  compression  igm- 
tion  fitsd,  inheriting  tiie  bene¬ 


fits  of  both  with  none  of  the 
drawbacks. 

There’s  a  breathlessness 
about  conventional  lean-bum 
engines  that  makes  them  un¬ 
rewarding  to  drive,  especially 
at  higher  revs.  And  we  an 
know  that  diesels,  while  fine 
once  up  and  running,  ran  be 
noisy  and  awkward  at  lower 
speeds,  often  needing  a  hetty 
right  foot  to  make  any 
headway. 


A  modest  80-mile  drive 
thankfully  free  of  Japan’s  noto¬ 
rious  traffic  jams  —  suggested 
that  Kijima  was  right- 
The  G  slants  used  for  the  test 
were  fitted  with  instant  fuel 
consumption  read-out  devices. 
Bowling  along  -the  freeway  at 
SOmph  —  fairly  normal  in 
Japan  —  produced  an  impres¬ 
sive  SOmpg,  while  at  bOmph  it 

was  67mpg-  .  , 

A  12-mile  mountain  road. 


complete  with  hairpins,  plenty 
of  second  gear  work  and  hard 
acceleration  (about  the  only 
way  to  have  fun  in  speed¬ 
conscious  Japan),  saw  an 
equally  laudable  28mpg 
return.  , 

City  driving  was,  thank: 
fully,  excused,  but  Mitsubishi 
doims  a  5  per  cent  improve¬ 
ment  over  the  best  diesels  with 
similar  power  —  the  1.8-litre 
GDI  unit  produces  148bhp. 

The  clever  bit  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  was  the  high-pressure 
fuel  pump  and  injector  that 
allows  a  40:1  air-fuel  ratio 
compared  to  a  conventional 
engine's  15:1.  Normally,  com¬ 
bustion  begins  to  detonate 


beyond  aratio of 20:1.  But  even 
when  deliberately  running  in 
a  high  gear  and  with  little 
throttle,  the  GDI  engine  picks 
up  smoothly  and  cleanly  and 
then  carries  on  across  the  rev 
range  with  the  transition  from 
ultra-economy  running  to 
higher  power  unnoticeable. 

Idling  speed  is  600rpm  rath¬ 
er  than  the  750rpm  of  most 
engines  and  this,  says  Mitsu¬ 
bishi.  reduces  fuel  consump¬ 
tion  by  40  per  cent  at  idling,  so 
you  can  feel  smug  when  at  a 
standstill.  In  a  car  such  as  the 
Galant  a  1.8-litre  engine  might 
seem  too  small,  but  the  GDI 
has  the  driveability  of  a  two- 
iirre  (it  is  actually  more  power¬ 
ful  than  Mitsubishi’s  current 
two-litre  engine),  a  feeling 
enhanced  by  the  flat  torque 
curve  giving  plenty  of  usable 
power  between  2,000rpm  and 
JiWOrpm.  . 

The  Galant  goes  on  sale  in 
the  UK  in  April  next  year  with 


choice  of  saloon  or  estate  -  but 
it  will  probably  be  late  1998 
before  the  GDI  engine  is 
available.  The  Dutch-built 
Carisma  wiU  be  first  with  GDI 
power,  late  in  1997. 

Mitsubishi  believe  that  the 
Galant,  while  traditionally  in 
the  Mondeo/Vectra  class, 
forms  a  new  sub-class  under 
cars  such  as  the  BMW  5  series 
and  Audi  A4.  both  of  whidi 
are  on  the  hit  list  for  sales  m 
the  UK. 

The  Galant  looks  the  part. 
elegant  and  distinctive  and 
even  in  Japanese  trim  the  nde 
and  handling  impressed.  Best 
of  all  though  was  the  steering 
which,  unusually  for  Japan, 
was  pin  sharp  and  responsive. 

Engine  choices  for  the  UK 
will  be  2-litre,  four  cylinder 
and  23-litre  Vb.  Features 
include  side  airbags  and  elec¬ 
tronically-operated  anti-trap 
windows.  Was  wffil*  ^ 
tween  Llb.600  and  E25.0UU. 


up  in  a 


riebene-  neauw**.  _ _ _ _ — — - 

’s  greenhouse.  I  bought  her  a  hydrangea’ 

°  6  _ — like  a  rocket  and  *»*.*««; 

_ — I  — - -  seconds  I  had  destroyed  three  Oth 


It 


Ifs  mritomime  season  again 
when  big  name  spap  ^  . 
compete  tor  the  applause  ^ 
many  forgo*™ 

smafisoreen.  Tire,  services  ofDCTA 

Nimmo  are  always  m  demand, 
currently  as  BaroivHardup  Wg  - 
nrite  Patsy .  Palmer  from 

Enders,  v%o  has  the  lead  role  in  - 
Cinderella  at  the  Theatre  Royal  m 

started  his  - 

career  at  tire  ffippodranreTTre^e, 

Bolron.  more  than  40jye^  *£°:- 

^astrmgaffllmaitot^e^ 

series  he1  was  awarded  tire 
SI  Sodetys 
and  is  a  former.  VanJ^  Chto 

Showtosiness  ^  : 

Year.  An  acrompbsMwt^ 

raconteur,  he  won 

Ster  Dinner  Speaker  of  the  Year 

Award  m  has 

Australia.  Singai»re.  Hong 

come  a  amtrovursial  ngnre  -to  . 

Stafdubland  * 
qpposi&n  to  the  . 

women  nrembers  « 

.  GarrickC^b-DonTtenOnderelia.  . 

How  djjiybufirst  learn  to  drive? 


UAH  lire  etuunu. 

0P 


voured  by  Mr  Al  CapOne-  My  first 

tmrital  home  was  a  caravan  and 
my  wife  and  I'invested  pur  jpmt 

savings  in  the  mrAale  h(Mne,  Ieay- 
ine  only  BTto  biiy  a  car.lt  (fid  just 
-right  mites  totire  ^allm  and 
otT  our  first:, trip,,  to^playjjre 
.  ^nttfngham  Empire,  the  pecrot- 

way  we' could  readi  our_go»I  in 

finre  "was  by 

: over  the  hble,  weTook  tomaspra^ 
-  ihe  *  Wrigley’s  Speanratt  as  we 
Slyeaiong  the.Ml. 


acmcvew  uk  - 

we  wduld  leap  out  ij.™  rar» 
arther-:Kpai».®  *e  . 

speed  m  our  way-  . ; :  - 

What  car  do  you  drive  now, 
andwHfl~:' 

:ARolls-RDyceS2ver  Spintb^u^ 

ftStonnses.theVlrest  of  Bnfi£ 
plenty  of  mm 
^  grandduldren  and  is  exr 

■  so  patriotic.  She  drives  a  Honda- 

Doyou.  enjoy  driving? 

Not  in  the  slightest.  My  wife  is- a 

SrraSS-<Jriver<hanI™- 

-Ste  has  .complete 

■^s  l  tend  to  lorft  at  tire 

scenery* 


1  was  taught  by  my  ^$fr' What  tsyour  dream  car?  what  is  your  most  hated  car? 


have  been1  better 
InstnictDrtoaPjn^^;^ 
tuition,  although 

meuculous.  f  -  passed  my  test  at  me 
first  attempt  * 

What  was  your  first  cart  .  ■; 

A 1937  Birick  with  runmi^^^- 

The  kind  .  Of  transport  much  ter 


In  tire 

ian-  -vl:  nt  Hrivinfi  to  Monte 

d,fldren. 

S^John^nd^nesTaylor: 

withe  righi-rrack  stereo. 


•A  canvas-sidfid  land  Rover  regis¬ 
tration  number  MPJ  B5.  After  the 
Buick  finally  Wew  up,  my  fathCT 
bought  me  the  Land  Rover  to  tow 
tire  caravan,  Alas,  there  was  no 
healing  ia»55  and  the  windscreen 
wiper  was  worked,  by  htde 
machine  outride  itire  car-  I  was 


touring  with  Peter  Brough  and 
Archie  Andrews  at  the  nnre 
throughout  a  long  cold  wm^nWc 
would  arrive  at  the  next  theaire 
totally  frozen. 

What  doyou  listen  to  in  the  car? 

Radio  4,  Sometimes  I  hear  myself 
on  JmsT  a  Minute.  It  is  most 


revealing.  We  do  two  programmes 
on  the  trot.  Because  it  is  so  fast, 
with  no  hesitation  or  deviation.  I 
can  never  remember  a  word  1  have 
said  by  the  time  I  leave  the  studio. 

What  is  your  wore/  habit  in 
the  oar? 

Being  a  back  seat  driver. 


Last  year  I  popped  into  the  small 
Buckinghamsliire  market  town  of 
Olney  to  buy  some  Stilton.  As  I  was 
manoeuvring  the  Rolls  to  leave,  tire 

STcaSita  Primera  where  the 

was  horrendous.  I  instantly  took  off  journey  of  its  own. 


like  a  rocket,  and  within  some  20 
seconds  I  had  destroyed  three  other 
cars,  gone  straight  through  a 
garden  fence,  knocked  over  a  tree 
Lid  ended  up  inside  a  fnghrfully 
charming  lady’s  gr^nhouse.1 
switched  off  the  key  and  bought  her 
a  hydrangea. 

What  infuriates  you  most 
about  other  drivers? 

The  unforgiveable  increase  in 
obscenties  and  vulgar  gestures 
with  which  motorists  seem  today  to 
express  themselves  when  confront¬ 
ed  by  even  the  most  minor 
frustration . 

Have  you  ewr  had  points  on 
your  licence? 

I  was  given  them  some  time  ago.  I 
was  driving  on  a  hard  shoulder, 
because  there  was  a  queue  of 
traffic,  and  a  police  car  spotted  me 
from  the  motorway  bridge. 

If  you  were  Secretary  of  State 
for  Transport,  what  is  the 
first  thing  you  would  do? 

I  would  make  it  absolutely  dear 
that  the  speed  limit  u  acceptable. 

Recently  we  were  driving  to  Taun¬ 
ton.  My  wife  kept  the  speed  at 
72m ph.  even  when  she  saw  she  was 
being  followed  by  a  police  car.  They 
pulled  us  on  to  the  hard  shoulder. 
The  officer  said:  “Do  you  realise 
you  were  doing  70m ph  in  the 
middle  lane?  If  you  choose  to  drive 
on  a  motorway,  you  should  do  at 
least  SOmph."  I  said:  “Bui '  surely 
that  is  exceeding  the  speed  limit  by 
lOmph."  “Maybe  it  is,"  said  the 
officer  from  Thames  Valley.  “But  in 
the  middle  lane  you  have  to  do  SO." 
Extraordinary. 

What  is  your  favourite/ most 
hated  oar  ad? 

Favourite:  any  that  have  scantily- 
clad  women  draped  all  over  the 
bonnets.  The  one  I  hate:  the 
advertisement  for  a  Nissan 
Primera  where  the  car  goes  off  for  a 
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‘If  you’re  desperate  to  get  away  from  it  a 
is  how  to  get  a  long  way  away  in  a  shor 


Helen  Mound 


finds  the  ideal 


Tango-coloured 


antidote  for 


the  aftermath 


of  Christmas 


Christmas  is  a  difficulr 
time  of  year.  A  three- 
day  holiday  of  bliss¬ 
ful  family  together¬ 
ness  can  so  often  turn  into  72 
unbroken  hours  of  screaming 
spouse  and  feuding  in-laws. 

And  New  Year  more  often 
compounds  Yuletide  neurosis 
than  offering  any  antidote.  So 
if  you  are  a  shaking  wreck 
emerging  from  the  nether 
regions  of  a  holiday  from  hell 
desperately  seeking  a  pick-me- 
up  why  not  try  the  Lotus 
Esprit  GT3? 

This  Tango-coloured  sports 
car  will  come  screaming  into 
your  life  like  a  whirling  der¬ 
vish.  panting  on  your  drive, 
waiting  to  be~ admired. 

If  you  spent  Advent  pro¬ 
claiming  “Bah.  humbug”  to 
any  mistletoe-wielding  idiot 
who  tried  to  get  you  into  the 
festive  spirit  and  three  days 
and  three  nights  happed  with 
the  in-laws  has  sent  your 
stress  levels  into  hyperspace, 
this  could  be  just  what  you 
need.  If  you’re  desperate  to  get 
away  from  it  all.  this  is  how  to 
get  a  long  way  away  in  a  short 
rime. 

The  Esprit  GT3  is  rantali- 
singly  fast,  stunning  to  look  at, 
has  ultra-sensitive  steering, 
goes  round  comers  faster  than 
some  cars  can  manage  on  the 
straight,  and  pushed  to  the  red 
line  in  every  gear  it  wails  like  a 
cat  in  a  midnight  choir. 

Its  0-60mph  sprint  time  of 
just  over  five  seconds  and  top 
speed  potential  of  I64ntph  is 
the  perfect  rush  to  cure  post- 
Chrisimas  blues.  Further  emo¬ 
tional  abatement  will  come 
from  the  £39.450  price  tag  — 
not  cheap  l  know,  but  it's 
£20,000  cheaper  than  the  only- 
other  Esprit,  the  £59.995  VS. 
It's  even  £3.000  cheaper  than 
the  original  "charge-cooled" 


The  Lotus  Esprit  GT3:  tantalisingly  fast  stunning  to  look  at,  corners  faster  than  some  cars  can  manage  on  the  straight  and,  pushedto  the  red  line  in  every  gear,  wails  likea  cat  in  a  midnight  choir  V' 


version  of  the  Esprit  Turbo  SE 
launched  in  I9S9.  It’s  remark¬ 
able  that  Lotus  has  managed 
to  produce  this  miraculous 
bargain  supercar. 

"Hie  Norfolk-based  com¬ 
pany  has  had  nothing  but 
problems  in  the  past  few 
years:  buyouts,  closures  and 
redundancies  have  beat  con¬ 


stantly  threatened.  And  yet.  in 
that  time.  Lotus  has  managed 
to  develop  the  award-winning 
Elise.  then  the  awesome  Esprit 
VS  and  now  the  stunning  GT3. 
The  company  is  on  a  roll. 

Now  its  financial  problems 
appear  to  have  been  resolved. 
Lotus  has  been  bought  by 
Proton,  the  Malaysian  manu¬ 


facturer,  and  things  look 
promising.  But  the  production 
of  these  three  great  sports  cars 
is  made  all  the  more  special  by 
the  fact  that  they  were  pro¬ 
duced  on  a  shoestring  before 
the  cavalry  arrived  in  the 
shape  of  Malaysian  investors. 

The  idea  for  the  Esprit  GT3 
is  similar  to  that  of  Porsche’s 


LEGS 

ARMS 

BACK 

STOMACH 
HEART  & 

SOUL 

A  fit  and  healthy  body  gives  you  confidence, 
energy  and  enthusiasm.  But  it's  hard  to  start  and 
harder  to  keep  going.  And  failure  can  be  very  bad 
for  the  soul. 

A  total  body  workout 

The  first  time  you  try  the  HealthRider  you'll 
notice  it's  different.  The  unique  action  comes 
naturally,  making  it  fun  to  use,  and  it  works  all 
the  major  muscle  groups  at  once  to  achieve  an 
aerobic  effect  without  any  pain,  strain  or  jarring. 

Total  fitness  in  the  privacy 
of  your  own  home 

A  twenty  minute  workout  three  times  a  week  will 
burn  fat,  build  cardiovascular  endurance, 
increase  flexibility  and  tone  muscle. 


90S  Clubs  port  and  Lambor¬ 
ghini 's  Diablo  SV.  It  has  been 
stripped  of  its  luxuries  in  the 
name  of  weight  and  perfor¬ 
mance.  although  the  designers 
have  allowed  electric  windows 
and  door  mirrors  to  stay.  It's 
an  exotic  little  niche  market 
this  one,  far  the  driver  who 
wants  a  supercar  but  cant 
bear  to  be  without  the  "raw” 
feel  of  a  proper  sports  car. 

It  wasn't  a  complicated 
project  Lotus  wanted  to  put  a 
gap  between  the  Esprit  VS  and 
the  old  21  Turbo  SE  version. 
Fortunately,  the  company  al¬ 
ready  had  an  engine  that  fitted 
the  bill,  a  turbocharged  2-litre 
unit  used  for  Continental  mar¬ 
kets.  So  in  went  the  2-litre 
engine,  out  came  the  “execu¬ 
tive-appealing"  trim,  and  on  to 
the  new  car’s  flanks  went  a 
historic  motorsport  name. 

The  result  is  a  rip-roaring, 
noholds  barred,  stuff-the-tur- . 
key,  supercar.  Inside,  the  same 
aggressive  mood  prevails. 
Echoing  the  idea  of  body- 
coloured  mouldings  inside  Fl¬ 
at's  Barcherta  and  Coupe,  the 
GTS’s  centre  console  is  a 
bright  splash  of  orange,  as  are 
the  backs  of  the  competition- 


Engine:  16-valve,  four-cylinder,  turbocharged  1973cc 
producing  240bhp  at  6^50  rpm.  .  - 

Transmission:  five-speed  manual  through  rear,  wheels. 
Performance:  Top  speed  164mph,  0-60mph  in  5.1  secs. 
Economy:  Urban  14.9mpg;  extra  urban  32.8mpg; 
combined  cyde  22.6mpg. 

Equipment:  Anti-lode  brakes,  power  steering  and 
electric  windows,  but  there  is  no  stereo.  The  factory 
will  fit  one  as  a  £445  option. 

Price:  £39,450. 


style  bucket  seats.  (There  are 
two  alternative  body  colours, 
green  and  silver,  for  more 
retiring  customers.)  What  is. 
odd,  is  that  while  this  is  the 
base  “snipped-our  version, 
no  Esprit  interior  has  ever 
looked  this  good  or  felt  this 
solid.  A  word  of  warning 
about  those  seals  though  —  no 
one  can  maintain  their  dignity 
when  clambering  in  and  out  of 
the  deep  buckets. 

Fire-up  this  mid-engtned 
supercar  and  you  won’t  be 
immediately  impressed.  The 
engine  is  bad-mannered  when 
idling,  makes  an  unrewarding 


zinging  sound  at  law  revs,  and. 
thanks  to  good-old-fashioned 
turbo-lag.  you  need  to  pile  on 
the  revs  before  the  GT3  gets  on 
the  pace.  But  once  you’re 
above  2500rpm,  the  GT3  — 
and  your  senses  —  will  light 
up.  and  the  throttle  response 
on  the  move  is  staggeringly 
swift. 

Take  it  wailing  to  the  red 
line  in  second  gear  (that’s  for 
having  to  be  so  nice  to  the  in¬ 
laws  for  so  long),  howl 
through  the  revs  in  third  gear 
(and  that’s  for  sitting  me  next 
to  your  deaf  Uncle  Rupert  at 
lunch):  reach  maximum  revs 


in  fourth,  and.  unless  yoUtVi';:.-:. 
lucky  enough  to  have  yqpr  -  r  ■ 
own  rice  trade,  you'll  spdicr:  '  ; 
the  end  of  die  holiday  season.  . 
in  a  9ft  fey  12ft  cell  in  solitary'^-’ 
confinement  This  is  an  astnfl-\  .  ’ 
ishingty  quick  car  and  ifSjas:  . 
well  to  treat  its  perforinahee  ,•  - 
with  respect,  as  it  hash  habit  **  .j. 
-of  creeping  tip  on  you  ;un- .5 ' 
awares  (honest,  officer):  . '  .  .  ' 

But  what  realty  .exrites " 
about  the  GT3  is  its  cornering.’  •:  -  - 
Oiily  a  go-kart  could  respond-  - 
more  precisely.  Make-  the’V 
slightest  movement  with  the 
thick-rimmed  steering  wfted; 
and  the  car  reacts  as  if  it  has  jpk 
already  read  your  mind.  Onty  •...*■ 
the  deranged  or  racing  drivedfc  * 

(one  and  the  same,  thing.;:;-:  \ 
perhaps?)  would  deliberated. 
try  to  push  beyond  the  tyresf  ^T'  ••  • 
phenomenal  dry  weather  gripjfcft  .- 
This  is  what  the 
world  calls  “an  ehgagin|§§p 
drive"  and  stress  relief  tfoesrwip'.y 
get  any  better.  ........ 

The  Esprit  is  -21  years 
.  this  year  and.  it’s 
Lotus  has  found  a  fitting 
to  celebrate  its  coming  ofage^"' 
with  the  GT3,  the 
si  oh  yet  of  a  legendary'  British.-^  . 
sports  car.  ~  •' 


Bull-bar  deaths  questioned 


•IjSi.  «£■*£! 


The  HealthRider  is  so  easy  and  quiet  you  can 
even  watch  TV  while  you  exercise.  And  it's 
built  to  last 

The  HealthRider  can  be  paid  for  in  easy,  interest- 
free  monthly  instalments,  and  you  can  even  try 
it  at  home  for  30  days  with  no  obligation. 

FREE  DEMONSTRATION 
VIDEO  AND  BROCHURE 

See  the  world's  best  selling  exercise 
machine  for  yourself.  Give  us  a  call  today 
or  fill  in  and  post  the  coupon,  for  your  free,  no 
obligation  video. 

0800  022  222 

OR  FAX  US  ON  0800  919  211 
CALLERS  OUTSIDE  THE  UK  SHOULD  DIAL  *353  1  496  413 


Jonathan  Piynn 


on  figures  that 


shift  the  blame 


Estimates  of  the  number 
of  people  killed  by  steel 
"bull-bars"  attached  to 
the  front  of  four-wheel-drive 
vehicles  may  be  hugely  over¬ 
stated.  latest  research  has 
found. 

The  Transport  Research 
Laboratory  (TRL)  has  down¬ 
graded  its  figure  for  the 
number  of  deaths  caused  each 
year  by  bull-bars  from  35  to 
two  or  three,  and  the  number 
of  injuries  from  350  to  40. 

The  figures  are  based  on  a 
survey  of  accidents  during 
1994  in  which  vehicles  with 
bull-bars  injured  cyclists  or 
pedestrians. 

Brian  Hardy,  a  safety  expert 
at  the  TRL  who  studied  the 
data  from  the  smashes,  said: 
“As  a  result  of  this  study  of 
reported  accidents,  we  are  now- 
able  to  revise  our  estimates  of 
the  numbers  of  deaths  and 
serious  casualties  caused  by 
bull-bars  from  their  initial 
high  levels. 

"The  available  accident  data 
provides  evidence  of  only  two 
or  three  deaths  and  40  serious 
casualties  resulting  directly 
from  the  presence  of  bull-bars. 

“These  current  estimates  are 
much  lower  than  most  previ¬ 
ous  estimates  but,  in  relation 
to  the  number  of  vehicles  fitted 
with  bull-bars,  the  increases 
are  still  significant." 

The  use  of  bull-bars  has 
come  under  unrelenting  attack 


DQUOMAlffET 


Bull-bars:  unrelenting  attack  from  politicians  and  safety  groups  since  a  series  of  fatalities 


from  politicians  and  safety 
groups  since  a  series  of  high 
profile  fatal  accidents  involv¬ 
ing  vehicles  with  bull-bars  in 
the  early  1990s. 

Steve  Norris,  the  former 
transport  minister,  said  last 
year  that  he  would  ban  them  if 
he  had  legal  powers  to  do  so. 
but  was  prevented  by  Euro¬ 
pean  trade  rules. 

Paul  Flynn,  the  Labour  MP 
for  Newport  West  who  has  led 
campaigns  against  bull-bars, 
said:  "Bull-bars  remain  die 
most  obvious  manifestation  of 
the  move  from  defensive  to 
offensive  driving  and  fly  in  the 
face  of  moves  towards  more 
pedestrian-friendly  fronts  to 
cars."  He  is  to  introduce  a  Bill 
to  the  Commons  to  ban  bull- 
bars  on  January  14. 


Edmund  King,  head  of  cam¬ 
paigns  for  the  RAC  said:  “The 
TRL  itself  admits  that  ‘there  is 
a  huge  degree  of  uncertainty* 
about  bull-bars.  The  safety 
case  against-  them  has  been 
highlighted  in  several  tragic 
accidents  when  the  coroner 
and  police  officers  expressed 
the  view  that  bull-bars  made 
the  injuries  worse.  Any  fash¬ 
ion  accessory  which  makes  a 
vehicle  more  dangerous  must 
be  opposed  in  the  interests  of 
road  safety." 

Richard  Freeman,  of  the 
AA,  said:  “It  is  only 
possible  to  estimate  the 
harmful  effects  of  bull-bars, 
although  it  is  quite  obvious 
that  if  you  bolt  pieces  of  metal 
to  the  front  of  a  vehicle  it  will 


concentrate  the  impact  m  a  ^  ^ 
particular  area.  •  V 

“You  do  not  have  to -be- a 
genius  to  work  out  that  it  will  ig-an 
cause  more  harm  to  a  pedestri-  : 
an  or  another  vehicle  if  "they  _ 
are  hit  by  a  bull  bar.  It  is  also  * 
dear  that  bull-bars  are  more  , 
dangerous  to  a  pedestrian  if 
they  are  hit  by  a  vehide  at  the 
same  speed  than  one  that  is  | 
not  fitted  with  them."  .  -  V : 

An  estimated  500,000  vehi-  : 
cles  in  the  UK  are  fitted  with 
the  metal  bars,  originally  de¬ 
signed  to  protect  the  front  of 
Australian  farm  vehicles  from 
the  effects  of  striking  kanga-.,J^ 
roos.  Some  manufacturers 
have  already  begun  to  replace 
them  with  "soft"  bars  made 
from  plastic  compounds  that 
inflict  less  damage. 


